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learne the falnefſe of the mercie of God, , 
that there is fulneſſe of; ſufficiencie of 
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Look: on!yto Gods mercie, after that rhou haſt learned 
the leſſon of contrition and þumiliation. P43 
DoarineFL. . 
T-14t the teaching of the hears effeFnally is the proper 
taike and worke of God, + © P-49 
Reaſon, | 
Becauſe the worke is an al ]wightie worke. p.50 
Uſel, 
It is of admirable comfort to all weake, ſity, feeble 
minded Creatures. P. 5I 
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4) 7 uſe the Lord would not have men be couZened b; 


"4 ely owne fancies, | P65 
| | Reaſon IT I. 
Betauſe the Lord wenld have all ro bee watchfull ans 
farefutt innot loſing their comfort.” p.cC 
Uſe I. 


In ruBion £0 teach ws the worth of the Goſpel, abg-: 
tall other things in the world, for it « accomp.- 
|nied with the Spirit, andit brings ſalvation with 


it. Ta29 | P. 6 5 
Ih Ute IT. 
Fo rial, hence a man may know, whether ee have; 
ſe iritua}l heart or nd... pq 
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Gods acceptance to the ſoule truly humbled. p.73 
The manner hor the. Spirit doth it,@ in threepaſſages, 
P74 
| Reaſon I. 
Becauſe onely the Spirit of the Lord knowes the Lords 
minde. p.88 
Reaſon II. x 
Zerenh the Spirit onely can breake thorow all thoſe 
3:ijis and clouds of ignorance and blindieſſey that 
are inthe mindes to eppoſe this worke. p.90 
Tl ofe hizdrances are of two ſorts. P.91 
Uſe T, | 
Is of triall to examine your ſelves, whether Gods 
Spirit hath given you ſpeciall. notice of Gods accep- 
FAance, | P.94 
The ſpeciall notice of the Spirit from all other, ts to 
be tried and differenced by foure particulars. p.95 
-Ufe IT: ed 
Tt i an uſe of direion to teach you what meanes 301 
uſt uſe to get the notice; and evidence of Gods 
Lowe to your owne ſoules, P.IOT 
The meanes 80 ge the witneſſe of the Spirit are fore 
E Ibid, 
1. Tow muſtlabour to bee ſuch a ene x0 whem the 
Spirit doth belong, P.102 
2.  Youmuſl not hearken to carnall reaſon of your 
onne hearts. P4103 
3. . T0u muſt labour to underfland the language of 
_ the Spirie. {I p.105 
4. You muſt labour to keepe the promiſe by you 
for ever. p-I07 
The Metivesrothisaretwo. Ibid. 
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meaneft capacirie, doth know more of grace and 
alvation, and Gods love in Chrift, than the moſf 
wiſe and learned in the world, that are ut hum- 
bled. Yo p.10$ 
Uſe ITIT. 
It ts to ſhew the cericantie of the :furance of faith, =; 
BA P.109; 
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mf teach all the aff caions to come unto the pro 
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| RE P.110 
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+ © The holysSpirit of the Father doth flix the heart of an 
Fe  bymbledandinlightened junner go hope for the g:od- 
neſſe of the Loyd. Ibid, 
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hy the Lord doth in the next pl:ce proceed to ſtir vp 
6 6, becauſe it 1s the fitteſt facultie of rhe ſoule © 

Fy wall pans mercy. S P.112 Fe. * 

.. The| manner how God doth flirre up the heart of #n | 

' | humble broken hearted ſinner to hope, # in three 

-- \ifeſſager. | - | | p.1t13 Fg 

- 1 The Lord doth ſweetly perſwagde the heart, that ( 

| amans finnes'arepardenable. p.113 | 

 Þ The Lord doth ſueetly perſiwade rhe ſonle, that : 
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ſpaire « ſecondly, of choſe that preſume. p.119 
The haino»ſzeſſe of che ſin of deſperation, ſet forth 
in two particulars. 
x AsSio i moſt tnjuriowts God. P. 120 
2 ASit s moſt dangerous toe ſonle. P.I31 
The finze of preſumption of carnall Hypoerites us ſet 


forth, P. 123 |. 


The grounds of the unreaſonable hopes of carnall Hy- 
poerites, are five: | 
1 The ignorants hope, that the Lord that made 


him, will not damne him. =: 
2 Another hopeth that God ts.his God, becauſe of 
hy proſpertie inoutward things, ibid: 


3 Anothey hopes he ſhall be ſaved, becauſe he bath 
had anhcll of affliftion in this life. * ibid. 
4 Another hopes fer ſalvation, in regard they cn- 
Joythe means of ſalvation. P.127 
5 Another hepes he ſhall be ſaved, becauſe there is 
mucy enongbin God toſavehim, Pp. 4129 
- Ule IT I. | 
An uſe of conſolation to every peore broken hearted 
ſinner : canſi thou bus looke to God and hope, I ſay 
ty condition ir pood. P.123 
Trere are foare ſignes to know the trae grounded hope 
of the Saints, from all falſe and flaſhy hopes of Hy- 
pocrites £ 
Te firſt (ipne of true hope wx, that true hope hath a pe- 
culiar certainty init. P.I35 
Theſecond ſigne & thu, that a true grounded hope is 
of great power and ftrength 20 bold the ſoule tothe 
-— * truth of thepromiſe. p.137 
4, The third fiyne t rhus, that the excellency of this "— 
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dvth overſhadow all the hopes in the world, that can 
be offered, propoxnded, deſired.  P-139 
The fourth figne is this, atrue grounded hope alwayes 
lendeth ſupply and ſuccour, when all the reſt of a 
' mans abilittes doe faile in bis owne ſenſe and appre- 
Ge, | P. 140 
| ;: AleTIL 
_ Of exhortation, #0 beſeech every one to labour for this 
| true andgrounded hope, P. 143. 
Tie Motives to ftirre you up to ſceke this bope are 
beſe three : ES 
' | 0 Becauſe there nothing more uſeful thanthis 
| grace of hope. _- P. 143 
4 a Becauſe nothing u more needfull tro the ſomie, 
| than thu zrae hope. P. 144 
'3 Becauſe by this true hope the hearts of theSatnts 
are kept bothin love roGod, and in obedience 
- wnto him, ' P. 145 
The Meanes to attaine this true grounded Hope are 
' thiſe three, | 
T You muſt labour to caſt out all caynall ſenſus- 
| 6.41 141.1." T46 
.\*'|2 You muſt labour to be vach acquainted with 
| the preciow promiſes of Gd. P. 146 
'3 You muſt maintaine in the heart 4 deepe and 
'— ſeriow acknowledgement of that ſupreme au- 
" thoritie of the Lord, to dee what hee will, and 
2 ' how hee will, according wnto his owne goed 
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| bis mercyinCbriſtd, © | P. 150 

= Thereaſon why deſire commeth next in order, and the 

"* manner how Cod the Father doth quicken wp the 

de fires of the ſoule ro long for mercy, are. p15 2 
Uſe I 


#7 1ti5 an uſe of flirong conſolation, to ſlay the hearrs of 
3 poore f py inthe midft of their inflrmities , cant 
thou but finde thy ſmoking deſire, thy condition 1s 
= The fopnes of ſound defies are theſe three : 
©. 1 Styneofa ſound deſire i this, that as the deſire 
= i, ſo theendevour will be Pp. 157 


| . 2 Signeof a ſound defixe ts thus, hethat truly de-. 


ſores mercy and grace, deſireth Chriſt for bim- 


ſelfe. 


truly deſires mercy, u ready to receive it with 
thankfulneſſe, and will entertaine the meancs 
and meſſenger that may bring home Chrii 
and mercy to hiv ſoule. P.15 5; 
Uſe II. > 


in them- P. 160 


>> hypocrites, whoſe defires axe unſound : 
Ke Lazy Hypocrite, 
$ p. 161 


the 5 Stage Hypocyite, 
HW TC Terrified Hypocyite, 
= There are foure ſorts of lazy profeſſors, and l:zy 
= Hypocrites, that are void of theſe ſound and ſin- 
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. 1 Sort of lazy Hypocrites are ſuch, who when they © 
enjoy the mcans of ſalvation, yet they eFeeme © 
not thy bleſſng, they prize not the meanes, 
| Pe 164 - 
> Sort of lazy Hypocrites areſuch, wbo whew God © * 
| bath taken away and deprived them of the or. * © 
dinary meanes of grace and ſalvation, they ar 
"FI8 | mweſtcomtented ro (6 withont the ſame, they ſy © 7 
| [> "2 19 downevery well ſatisfied. Pp. 166 = 
| | . '2 Sorr of lazy Hypocritesgre ſuch, who when they 
| _havethe meanes of grace and ſalvation, are 
' content to uſe tbem, and if they want the 
meanes will ſeeke out for them, but yet are 
wot carefull to prevent theſe inconveniences, 
which hinder them by receiving benefit from 
the meanes, -'-|\P.168 =* 
4 Sort of lazy Hypocrites are thoſe, who though 
 theybearethe duties commanded, yer they neg- 
le all duties commands. P. 169 
There are two ſorts of flage Hypecri:es, that are void _ © 
© of theſe ſound and fincere deſires,  p.im © 
The firft- ſort of tage Hypocrites, are ſuch as willtake _ 
| #p ſo much of Chrift andthe Goſpel, as may ſtand | q- 
| | . with their credit, and with their eftate, p17} © 
1. The ſecond ſort of flage Hypoorines are ſuch, thar will © | 
© |, uſeall Gols ordinances, but wittpart with mathing 
| | andwill ſuffer notbing fir the Lord Ieſus, Pp. 175 - 
Wi ve third ſort that are void of ſound and. fincere de- + 
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the Lord kindles in an humbled heart, 
and inlightned ſinner, love and joy to entertaine 
and rejoyce in the riches of his mercy. 
e&rine conſftfts in 3. paſſages. 
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rre thi terrified Hypocrite will gee, and what 
ke may dee ; vid. 
bi Ufſe-ITL. 
- Is of Exhortation, wherein you are intreared in the 
' bowelsof the Lord leſw, to long and defire after the 
Lord Teſiss Chrift. 

Means I, 
The Means are fonre: the firſt u this, be acquainted 
chorowly with thy owne neceities and wants, with 
that nothingueſſe and emptineſſe in thy ſelfe. pig2 _ 

F-10 Means I I. 
” The ſecond 1s, conſider the neceſſitie aft 
goodneſſe, it 16 no matter of complement and indiffe- 


| Means III. 

- » Thethird tt, labogr to ſpread forth the exrellentie of 
all the beautie and ſurpaſſing glory, that us in the 
promiſes of God. 

Means IV. 
# muſt know that it not in thy 
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Is this, that the love and joy # enkinaled by the Spirit 


of the Father. - P. 206, 


4. Paſſage III. 
this, that the love and joy being kindled, they way 


P. 207 


Reaſon I. 


off the point is this, becauſe that love and joy doe fol, 


low defsre. P. 209 


T'ne Spimts of the Father, doth enkindle the love and 


joy intheſe three particulars, | [P«219 
Particular I. 
this, God tne Bather by the Spirit , doth [:f in ſome 
{weetneſſe and reltiſh of bis love into the ſoule thy; 
deth warme the heart, on P-22T 
Particular I 1. 


a love in the ſoule, | P. 222 
Particular. E 11. 


Ii this, that as the ſweetneſſe did warme it, the free- 


nefſe hindles is , ſo the greatneſſe of the|[meerneſſe 
of this love doth ſet the ſouleina flame. p. 224 
Ute I. 


no ſufficiencie ina natural heart, to be cayrieat0 


02 UII. 
is an uſe of conſolation 10 ſtay axd refreſh the hearts 


of theſe that have received the graciou worke. p24} 
Is __URLIL. 
$1841 uſe of triall to examine your ſelves whether 
| _, 


this, that the freeneſſe of Gods love, doth enkindle 
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the LoraTeſw Chrift,or tothe norke of gr ac6.p.226 
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pour love and joy be ſound, true, and ſincere, and 
how 3t doth differ from the fained, wilde, and hy- 
pecriticall love in the world. . - "P2377. 
The ſoundnefſe of true love from counterfeit Hypecrt= 
ticall love, appearethin theſe five #rialls. 
7 Triall* 1.” * 
Is this, obſerve the root and riſt of thy love, ibid. 
Trill II. 
1s this, obſerwe if thou entertaineſt thy Saviour, as 4 
Saviour , that 6,45 4 King. . P- 242 
Triall 111. 
1s this thou muſ} obſerve if chou laboureſt ro pgive con- 
ten; ment 10 Chriſt, P. 244. 
Friall IV. | 
obſerve whether thy heart doth rejoyce to ſte the Hap- 
pineſſe of the thing you love, Pp. 251 
Triall V. - 


Is this,it « thenitureof true bove,to covet nearer union 
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with the th:p beloved. P. 254 
Ute I V. 7 
1t 8s of repoſe to all thoſe upon whom this worke of love 
and joy in Criſt was never wrought , P.261 
Moſt men have nt this lave'to God, bat hatred againſt 
Et bin. Pp. 263 
The perſons that d1e not love the Lord Teſs Corift, 
they are reſerred ro three ranks. _ P. 266 
Sort I. | 
Are ſuch as are open enemeis to Chriſt, and who theſe 
are,art largely deſcribed in 11] POTON 
. Sort IT. 
Are thoſe plozing Neuters that halt betweene two opi- 
moons, ST 1s 1 
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Sort LIL 
Are thoſe fanning Hypocrites, that are faireinſhen, 
b 'f falſe 17 heart. | P. 279 WP 
Here are further to bee diſcovered foure ſorts of Hy. _* 
" porrites, | * 1 ; 
=] © | 1 -There is a whining Hypocrite « } 
Wy + fe. | 2 The wrangling Hypoerite : [ _ | 
| | 2 The glorious Hypocrite 'y [*.| FO 8 | 
| 4 The preſumptuous Hypocrice, j © % 
wi aye now come to the worke of the will, P. 383 ' 
NH Do&rine VIII, 7 
The ill of a poore ſinner humbled and inlightned come; 
to be effeRually perſwaded by the Spirit of the Fo + 
; | tber,to reſÞ upon the freeneſſe of God in Chriſt, that 1 
ns Rs it may be imterefted therein. 'P- 284 
Thelopening of this DoFrine confisteth in 4 particulars, © 
| 77 articular I, js 4 
That this worke muſt be in an heart humbled anden- 
| lighted. P.285 
I] | Particular JI. 
| T he will muſt be effcFually perſwaded ,by the gpirit 
Y of the Bather. , i p. 387 7 
: ; Particular ITI. = 
| Byithe power of this perſwaſion, it caFeth it ſelfe upon 
'  Fherich grace & free mercy of Godin Ehrifl, p.295 + 
q Naw thu refting of the ſoule upon the rich graceof _ 4 
 Codin Chriſt, diſcovereth it ſelfe in a 5. fold 48, * © 
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= | | the ſoule runs and reacheth after a Chriſt, p. 296 
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2 of refingis this, it flings the weight of all his arca 
> ſionsand troubles upon Chrz. P- 302 
Þ AQIV. 


q of reting and repoſing.is this,itdoth dra ern 
derive power from the Lord Teſm Chriſt on _ 


cour and ſupply. 
Paith doth draw vertue from Chrift by a ood fol 
AF, P- 307 
© Is this, Faith doth appropriate and apply the promiſe 
#0 it ſelfein particular, '  thid. 
AG II. 
" Faith doth jog the hand of God, and ſers Gods poner 
on worke, © at 21 Zo 
A@TIIL 


* Falk urgeth God with his owne Word, and preſſeth 
Gods promiſe, and challengethGodhow his Tv bful- 

'  neſſe andirath, not to be wanting unto him for the 
| acceptation of his Perſon, andthe pardon of bir 


ſtrnes. P.3IT 

. A@ VV: 
; Of refting is this, iodoch leave the foulewirh'the prov 
7 wiſe, P- 312 
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£ Fn final cauſe why it doth reſt; chat.is may beim 

' . bereftedinto all the good that iginthe proniſegnd 
0 have ſupply of all Spirienall wants from? IN 
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of Spiritual{ wants are theſe, that the ſoule is gou 2 
H. © [4 1} way from God,and I ettranged fo God ; nor faith | 

| | bringeth the ſoule againe 80 God, ibid. 
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WE Is this, the ſoule being departed from God, hence the 
 foule is deprived of a4 yred, yrace, and life ; now 
| faith doth not onely bring. a fanner to God, but it 
doth communicate from God to a ſinner. p.z2o _* 
| Want III. To 
: 1s \this, the beart is fearfull le it ſhould loſe that © 
k | | | | grace, now fatth it is that doth keepe a mangrace. 


P.322 
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||; | IE Queition. 
How doth the ſoule come to beleeve £ 
= OW! Anſwer, © 
3% There ate three things in the promiſe where by the 
Nt. |. | will of mani drawne tobeleeve. P. 327 
To S681 Motive I. 
PE | ' 1s the All-ſufficiencie of the freenefſe of Gods love. 


P. 328 
1i-this,that this merty is intended for thee. -P.329 
£1 OO8E Motive I II. H 
Ts this, that God doth earneſtly deſire thee to come and 
#0 take this mercy, P. 330 
Y  [attgort 51,u LIK 051 an k 
$ 7 of information, that ſaving faith is no pays of that Þ 
: | | bolineſſe which Adam had, nor no part of that X 
| SI} he -| {nage ro which wee are reflored by Sanfification. ” 
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3% 5s an uſeof terror to aff that fia remaive. Fo 41+ 
8 beleefe. P. 349 
Fe fear fulneſſe of this ſings of unbeleefe ix laid apex 
2 1: foure Particulars. bas 352 2 
i Particular- I, 
Becauſe wnbeleeſe it d 1h keepe of he riches of mers 
2 ciesfrom the ſoule that, are in Chriſt, that it cannot 4 
| 4 enio) chem, '- . P+- $54 | 


Particnlar IT, 
© Fobeleefe, i it doth make a meanes to be anprofirable. 
The + 3 56 
Particular 111. 
 Fabeleefe, all finne inthe Prenggh and power of i it in the 


-& beart of a fluner. * P-$6T 
"= Particular I'V. 
'Þ1b:leefe maketh the ſoule of a puner to be ju a deſpe- © 
' _'® rate caſe and condition, P. 366 
F e danger of unbeleefe doth appeare Vs theſe hxes 
of Particulars, P3699 
rY ParticularT. 


= Conſider i it ſerionfly, that whatſoever thou dofft ſo long 

ul 45 thou art ax uvbeleever, it # all SPEAR 

' 2% 10 n0 purpoſe at afl. p.369 
_ Particular II. 

4 the good things an wnbeleever doth enjoy, will 4 

axfrove uncomfortable. SRO , 

Particular III. | 


E F- beleefe 1s the breeder and maintainey ef a all the reſt 
= uf the ſinnes of an unbeleever. © Pe370 
, Uſe ITT. 
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('T of faicb that theworke of faith i bezondube reack1j 
P-374 


"Tt ts $0 ſhew the benefits that come by faith toth * 
Wap _ 


| aff created power. 
1 Is Uſe I'V, 


bar theſe benefits aye inparticular, vid. p. 394. and 


P- 396 
Ute V. 


[18 6 an uſe of conſul: tion and great comfort to all th 


ſervants of God, that through:his mercy have ye. 


|The knowledge of true ſaving faith from afalſe fait 


appeareth in theſe three trials. P42} 
Triall #:: 


\ | 1s chis, obſerve the root and riſe ef thy faith, the cauſe 
 bymbichjby faith was nronght, aud from nhen 
It Came, | © Pedbje 


Triall IT, 


| obſerve whether thy faith doth -make choice wholhi 
| EhiiF, anddath reſolve romatch mith Chrift onh. . > 
| me p43 


£114 Obſerve whether thy faith doch beare it ſelfe upon th - 4 
| promiſe inallitsextremities, and is ſatisfied wil * 
Ih. | P.4; © 20 


Triall ITI.- 


Uſ VT. 


faith, 


tu awerdof reproofe again#t all theſe thit never fi 
: ere made partakery of the bleſſed worke of grit oy 
| P-41 

Moſt that liveinthe boſome of the Char c<want ſuv! 7 
Thereaſens of ; t,\v1d. | p44 % 


4 '*Y Sor L;:. SE 
1, The ignorant perſons,  _ 1-5 ma 
os bs Sort IT, 

4 The carnall Gofpellers, that ave live ſea xdalon/ly, and 
46 * * rradeintheir wickedneſſe, _ _ P. 450 

5 Sort TTI. | 

The meerechvilized or judiciox profeſſours, that beare , 
a Pea much upen their owne- wiſdome and 
44 Jxdgement. \.*.. XN ne: 
- 4 , Sort IV. Ju ; 
The counterfeit that have a forged kindeof falſe faith, 
"i *' they bavetheir alcumie faith, P+464 
wt of theſe counterfeit beleevers there axe three mon 
- RS» 
2 The firſt ſort of counterfeit beleevers are the termporarie 

”. beleevers. | p. 465 
Ji > | Sort LL... Wl 
; E be ſecond ſort of counterfeit beleevers are the furdy 
1 > hypocrites. _ - P.483» 
th "hes ; Sort III, | 
, "v4 be third ſort of counterfeits. are the ſbifting fately 
” US: hypocrites. ; | P.:500 
45 | Uſe VII, Nh 

, 4 anuſeof exhortation to defixe you ro labour roget 
Su tha grace of fatth. 36 he 5I5 
n The binderarces ef faith are of twoſorts\, ſome afe yeall 


There bee foure ſorts in particular that bave no faith, | 
7 .4/P-446; 


= hinderances, that doe hinder the ſoule from Chrift, 
7 hers doe nos bindey the ſoules intereflin Chriſt. 


*# P.$19 
D 2 The 


mu 


ll THe Thats. 


'T , realt hinderances are foure. | Pp. 520 

T1 e binderimces that ae not hinder the iitle to x 
Thrift arc three in particular. P.538 
1 | Sort 1. 


T b fuſt binds of ſecneing hinderancer aretheſe diſcon- 
\ragemer:ts, which oppreſſe the foale rbrough cav- 
Inallr:aſoning , p.538 


The ſecond for of binderances are the yefting upon dy- 


riex, endevonrs, and performances. P. 546 ©. 


The third fort of Foletenery| is the wand of ſenſe Sax 


| feeling, P- 549 


The Weanes 07 CIOS again ff} theſe RFERRes are eſpe- 


| cially three, 
| | Curel. 


4 diftreſſed ſoule ts nos to looke too long nor te0 Ny 


j 


| | conriwually upon the fi gh: and conſideration of bis 
| owne ſinner. P5537 


Cure II. 
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De 2.” As as 


| z this make conſcience either not to attend to,0r not i0 


| judge thy felfe oy thy eftate by auy carnal reaſmn 
' Without a warrant, : Pp. m 
Cure FFT. 


| 7 cho enter net into contention with Sathan concer- 


ning thoſe things which belong not ware you, p.y66 
<eray IV. 


| Ir the, inthy proceedings with thy ſelfe, and in tht 
| if repire unto the wordeftl 


* Foremene of ehy ſclfe 


KL 6 repaire fo the aide 


Lord, andpaſſens ſentence, blir according to thet- Þ, 
" ailevr of the word, p.573 - 
There cre fonye rulesof direfiion, to ſhew the ſo.ule bu 
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Fa Rule F. s 
15 this, thowart (0196 %7 >" the uprightneſſe and ſince« 
' witicof thine owne fonle.  POREP 
4 | Rule IT, J 


\” 15 this , labour to have thy conſcience ſeiled inthe truth 


of grace, which the word dothinforme'to be in thee © 


- P- 580 
Rule I LI. | 
Ts this » that we ſhould ftrive mightily ts bave our * 
hearts overponred fo entertaine that wee have thar 
_ grace which the Word of truth doth manife#t to bee 
78 the : 
Rule IÞIE t * 


. Ts this, maintaixe jn the laſt place the truth, which ap- 


on theſe grounds thou haſt received. P. 592 


The means to get fatth arefoure, p-598 
Meancs I. 

1 this, wee muſt labour to plucke away all props that 

the ſoule leanes upon. P. 598 
Means II. 


Is this, labour to have your hearts efabliſhed of the 
fulneſſe of content that ts in the promiſe. P. 691 
Means I IT. 


 Irtbis, expe#® a the good which thou needs and canſt 


defire from that ſufficiency of the promiſe. p. 607 
Means I I TI. 


1s this, labour to yeeld to the eqnall condition of the 


. promiſe, P-608 
The motives to flirre up the heart to ſecke after faith, 
are three, 
Motive I. 
Is s91s, becauſe if yow once get tVis prace, you getall 
8 D:3g ' other 


| 46 THz TABLE, 


wher graces withi EG 'P. 61s 

| : Motive: I 1. 
Is this, becauſe by falthwee are-delivered, and mad: 
ag; antentd over-all corruptions. P.6I! 

\ -Motive'I II. 
"8s kpir, becauſe rich doth bring a bleſſing to all Out 
plefings and graces. : __ P.614 

Ule. 


Fhe ſecond branch of the uſe of exhortation, it # to 
| theſe that have faith, to live by their faith, and to 


improve 1t for their befigood. P. 618 
There are three particulars for to [eayne the heart how 
\#0 live by faith, 622 

_Partic, I. | 

W: muſt provide matter for our faith. 1bid, 
Partic. IT. 
In providing matter of faith, three rules are to bee 
| obſerved. - 
Rule I. 
Al the goed promiſes are to bee flored up ſeaſonably. 
623 
[ [3 Rule IT. 
AP thepromiſes of aft kindes,and chat abundantly, art 
'*0 belaidin, P.625 
| Role 111. 

un the promiſes aye 80 bee Liid *, in the beayt, that 

|. | we may have them at hand for our uſe. p.628 
Particular 11. 


te muſt labour to fu faith for the werke, p. 630 
Rule T. 


to mainiaine the evidence of this grace of faith.p.630 
Rulc 1I. 
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OO Rule I I, 


. >. Tolabour to bring eur hearts ro a flilneſſe or calmmneſſe, 
* > ghas faith may bave its full ſcope. P. 634 
4 Rule III. + 
Not to looke firſt unto the means, but ro the promiſe 
* for ſucconr; 637 
for f Particular III, Ws 
' wemuſs order faith inthe worke,  Þ,b4go'! 
Y- _ Rule I. 1s 

' To renonnce all power and abilitiein our ſelves;ibid, . 

| Rule IT. 


To bring the promiſe home 10 our hearts... Pe. 642 
Rule Il, 
| rwemuſt be carried by the promiſe unto God.” p,644 . 


Paſlage IT,” : - \| 
How we may take andimprove the good of the promiſe. "| 


P.645 . 


Severall 


$ 


| I Cer, le 3© 0 At; 


EEE 


On 


Severall SEES of this 
AUTHOUR, 


HE unbelceyers c2.azd) for Chriſt, 
out of 
Revelations 22. 17. 
r Corinth. 2,14, 
<Ezehiel 11.19. 
i Luke 19. 42. 
Matthew 20, 3, 4,5,6: 
Lohn 6. 44» 


The ſoules preparation for Chriſt, or a a Tres: 
tiſe of Contrition, on Aﬀs 2. 37. 


[The Sonles humiliation, on Luke 15. verſes 15, 


16,17,18, 
The Soules vocation, or effeall calling to 
Chrift,on Jobs 6. 


[The Soules nnion with Chrift, 1 Corix. 6. 17. 


The Soules benekt from union with Chriſt,on 
')Q \ 
The Soules juſtification, eleven Sermons on 
2 Coyin, 5. 21.2 Wo 504 
Fon Indpes 16.2 
On Pſalme 119. --H 


trmons } on Proverbs 1.28, 29. 


Lon 2 Tim, 3, 5. 
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The Soules effectuall 


— to GH RI'ST., 


i 


hes. AO—_— 


Every man that hath heard and bath 
of the Father, commeth unto me. 


&1.<T? H E ingrafting of the bumble and 


ISS. as we have heard, conſiſts of wo 

& Gy particular paſſoges : The firſt was 

d38-D? heing put into the ſtock; Secondl;,, 
the ingratting into the ſme. Asin i rafting na 
turally ſoof implanting ſpiritually ofthe foule in. 
to Chriſt. When the ſoul 1s brought unto this, then 
a ſinner comes to bepartkerofall the ſpirieual be. 
nefics, all ſhall be communicated ro us. Now the 
point; at this preſc nt robe handled, is called by the 
ſtreame of Divines Yocation, and I rearme it the 
putting inofrhe ſoule, when theſoule is brought 
our of the world of finne,tolyeupon andro cloſe 
with the Lord Jeſus Chrift, and this hathrwo 
particular paſſages init ; parrly the call on Gods 
part, partly the anſwer onoars, The call on Gods 
partis this, when the Lordby the cal-of his Go 
pel! doth fo cleerly reveale the fulneſſe of tnercy, 
Ta is work of his ſp. —_ 


» 


—_—_—_ hh 


T bo Soutes aa calling ” "Cha 


m—. 


3. 


[f 


; ihe ſoule humbled returnes anſwer to Gods 


Ul. 
| In the firſt obſerve rwo paſſiges: Firſt, the 


Teanes whereby God-will call the ſinner unto 
'bim; thefinner is afraid to appeare before God 


; = he hath offended, and may therefore pro- 


_ ceedinjuſtice againſt him for thoſe finnes which 
| 1 re beene committed by him. Now beſides the . 


w which diſcoversa mans finne unto him, hee 


nor 


11; heelers in many ſweet inklings into the 


| Calle, # hislove and kindnefſe to allure him, to 


call him,and draw him to himſelfe. 
Secondly, the Lord doth not onely appoint 


| the meanes, namely, the miniſtcry of his Goſpel, 


whereby the ſoule may be brought unto him,and 
receive communion with him ; but by the worke 
of his Spirit bee doth bring all the riches of his 
Safe into the ſoule truly humbled, ſo that the 

cart cannot bur reccive the ſame, and give ans 
ſwer thereto, and give aneccho of 'the ſabjetion 
of it ſelfe to be governed thereby : that wee have 
finiſhed already. There muſt bee hearing before 
comming ; not of the Law, to terrifie aman ; but 


of the Goſpell, to perſwade and allure a man to. 


come untothe Lord,and receive mercy andkind- 
nefle from him. The Goſpell is the meanes ordai- 
ned by Godto call home the ſoul-w:rohim. But 


thiswill not doe the deed, there muſt be fome« 


thing cle, or che finner will beata ſtand, and can- 
norcome on cheerfully, andrecelye the grace of- 


out him; therefore beſides the meanes , wee 


have 


prepares another meanes, the yoice of his 
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The $owleseffeBaall calling ta Chriſt, 


have the ſpeciall cauſe expreſſed , which is, the 
Lord, For when a man hach heard, thar is one. 
thing ; bur that isnot all, for the principall cagſe is | 
the Lord. God the Father alone can buckle the 
heart toreceive the grace appointed,and the mer- 
cy offered tothe ſoule: and without the principall 
cauſe, all other meanes, I meare the Miniſters of 
the Goſpell, although ir be 2 ſaveur of life unto life, 
yet it may be 4 ſavour of death unto death, unlefle 
the Spiritofthe Lord goes with it. For whenthe 
Goſpell is onely revealed to the underſtanding, 
| andthatonely conceives of the letrer thereof,and 
it ſoakes not, and ſinkes not intothe heart : this 
wecall an outward calling, thats the phraſe of 
Divines : when ſome light flaſh is imparted and 
communicated unto rhe ſoule, and 1s not ſet on 
ſufficiently, that is an ontward calling. Bur when 
Godthe Father doth accompany the diſpenſation. 
of the Goſpell with the powerfall operation of 
the Spirit, andir puts irs hand ro the key of the 
Goſpell, and unlocks a blinde minde, and a hard 
heart, there the ſoale learnes throughly and effe- 
Qually the way of ſalvation. The Text {iith,there 
muſt not onely be hearing, but learning of the Fa» | 
ther, elſe the ſoule will not, nor cannot come. 
Now before can colle& the ſeverall paſſages our 
of the words, there is ſome difficulty and vbſcuri- 
ty in thephraſe, therefore give me leave, as Iam | 
ab'e, to diſcoyer the meaning and ſenſe of the | 
a then the colleQion will be cleere. - 
Firſt, for the explication ofche phraſe, and I | 
will diſcourſe four queſtionsunto you, which a | 
. "og © | 


36 ll The Tonneau calling ;o Chriſt. 


a. @neſti- be uſefull for the cleere explicationof the Text, 
ons. Firſt, what the leffon is that aman muft learne 
: 1, beforehecome. ; 


'2. | Secondly, why the Fatherisfaidto tcach, and 
not rhe Sonne, nor the holy Ghoſt. 
i Thirdly, what is the «chores how the Father 
doth ich the ſoule, when he will call it hometo 
himſelfe. 


4 Fourrhly, what is the frame anddiſpoſition of 
the foule, how doth the heart behave it ſelfe when 
ichath in truth learnedthe leſſon, When the Lord 
[1 propound unto, .and learne the fonles of his 
_ thatbelong cohim, you mult not thinkethe truth | 

tedious, becauſe they will give us light into all | 

the truth that ſhall bec hereafcer diſcuſſed ou of 
| the word. 
 Nueft, 1. | Hethathath heard and lcarned of the Father, 
5; whar i is the lcfſon rhat he muſt learne before hee 
\cancome? thar after he barh learned this leſſon 
he may be able to ſee the path of ſalvation as pro- 
nded to him, ſoalſo nzere at hand; that hee 
might walk therein, and receive comfort thereby. 
A nſw. | For anſwer hereunto, the lefſon that rhe ſoule 
ED” maſt learre, is this, namely, the folneſſe of the 
ercy, and grace, and falvaticn that God the Fa- 
| ther bath provided, and alſo offered tothe poore 
humbled fi inner, in and through the Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, which in deed is able to doe thar for a 
re finner, which all the meanes and things in 
RB _ the worldconld nordoeand yet notwithſtanding 
| Ge, I have heretofore diſcufſed the poore 


iſerable plight whicha ſinner bath brcught Man 
ſelfe 
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—"The Sonles effettuallcalling ro Chriſt, 


fore he fals flat at the footſtoole of che Almighty, 


which is brou 


| may conceive of the ſame, give me leave to lay it 
out fully, becauſe it will be profitable for our en» 


, is enough ſufficiency in the mercy of God, to fill 


ce Wl upallche empty chinkes of the ſoule, andſ{upply_ 
n all the wanrs that a ſinner hath,and releeve him in. 


» W allthoſ: neceffiries that eicher doe or can befall 
e 8 him: this is che condition of every ſonne of man 


y. 8 ſince the fallof 44:m, that there is not onely a 
le i greatdeale of weakneſſe in the ſoule, but there is- 


e BY agreatdeale of wants and emprinefl? in the ſoule, 


that wharſoever our weakacfles, wants, or neceſ= 


Scripture runnes thus, when God propounds the 


| Cie imoby his manifold rebellions, There ts no 
helpe, no hope of himſelfe, in what hee hath or 
doth to releeve and ſuccour himſcIfe, and theres | 


,nd is content to he athis diſpoſing. Now the leſ= 
8 ſon that the ſoule muſt learne , is the fulnefle, 
grcatnefſe, and freencfſe of the perfect ſalvation 
unto us through the Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, And that we maynor L arne this leflon by 
| balfes,bur fully and perfeQly,and that your minds 


ſaing diſcourſe : and this leffon diſcovers it ſelfe | 
in three things , as in three lines,. as I may ſo 


The firſtis this, thatrhe foule may learnethere | 


Now thisis the fulncfſe of the mercy of God, 


firies bee, there is fall ſufficiency enough in that 
maſſe to fill ap all, and to give the ſole full con» 
tent in every particular. Hence the phraſe of 


fulnefſe ofmercy in Jeſas Chriſt, he calls ira trea» 
 fary, and allthetreaſurczefwiledome and = 
IN e 
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The Soules effedlual calling co Chriſt. 


; miſeries ſoever ſhall befa 


| If more corruptions; if moreguile, if morehorrot 


neſſe arc in Chriſt; not one treaſure, bur all res 
| ſures; not ſome treaſures,bur all creaſures,Eſay 61, 
When the Goſþell was profeſſed, there was aful- 


neſſe of merey, and there wee ſhall ſee a kinde of 


meeting and concurrency of all bleſſings cogether, 


Sothar where the Goſpell comes, -thereis joy for 
the ſorrowfull, peace for the troubled, ſtrength 
for the weake; be your miſeries what they can -n 
here is releefe ſeaſonable and ſutable toall your 
wants, miſcries, and neceſſities, Nay, this is not 
onely for the preſent neceſlity. Mercy is not only 
able to releeve your preſent neceſſity, but your 
future alſo. It is not with mercy as with the wi- 
dow of Sarepta, who thought when che meale in 
the barrell,and the oyle in the cruſe was ſpent, ſhe 
ſhould then ſurely periſh. No, 1t is not fo in the 
fulneſſe and ſufficiency of this mercy ; it hathnot 
onely enough to doe you good for the preſent, 
and to ſaccour you in all 4K wants ; but what 
| thee, or what troubles 
ſhall beride thee for facure times, the falnefſe of 
Gods mercy laies in proviſion againſt ſach nece(- 
ſities, and timesof miſeries and vexarions. Fora 
poore ſinner may be driven toa ſtand after this 
manner : Ir is true, faith the ſinner, Thave hereto- 
fore commitred many ſinnes, God hath ſealed vj 
the pardon of them unto me.and thoſe fins whic 
have hererofore pleaſed me, God hath'given we 
a ſight ofthemin ſome power and meaſare againſt 
cthem.Bur whar if more ſins, if more tempratzons, 


{accour my 


ſeize upon my hearc, how then ſhall I 
| T- FT ſelfe? 


; ; 
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 ſelte>Bur now this is the fulneſſe and ſufficiency of 
mercy, it doth not onely eaſe a man in regardof 
preſent neceffity,but layes proviſion for all future 
wantSandcalamiricsthatcan befa]l the ſoule. ?ſal. 
130. 7. The text faith, Zee 1ſrael hepe in the Lord, = 
there us mercy, and with him ts plentcom redemption. 
The word in the originall is, there « maltiplying 
redemption, or redemption encreaſing : if miſery, - 
ſorrow, and anguiſh be multiplyed, chereis mul. 
tiplyed redemprion alſo. Then know ir, if you 
know your. owue fovles, you ſee it, if you ſee 
your owne lives,that it is new finnes,new corrup= 
| tions prevailing with you. But here is thecom» 
fort of the ſoule, as finne increaſeth, ſo mercy in« 
creaſerh ; as corruption multiplycs,foredemprion 
multiplyes 2 therefore he is called the F#ther of 
mercy ;as who ſhould ſay, he begets mercy, even a 
generation of mercies, from day to day ; and it is 
2 large generation of new. mercies framed-and 
made to incourage poore ſoales: therefore iris 
{11d, with the Lord there iu afountaine of life. Looke 
as it is with a fountaine, there is not onely water: 
in it for thepreſenr, bar it feeds ſeverall cocksand. 
condaits; and though ir rannes our daily,it cnlar- 
geth ir ſelfe daily: | Sq with che Lord there is a 
fountaine of life. If there be a fountaine of death 
thy ſaule, in regard of thy finnes to kill thee; ſo 
a fountaine- in God- to quicken thee. Hence it 
comes to pafſe thar the Lord ſpeaking of his mer< 
Cy, calls'It che exceeding riches of big mercy, Epbeſ. 2 ._ 
7+ Hay, the Lord hath not onely falnefſe of mer» 
&7,vurhe is rich inal hs fuveſ, ray hccaveods 


| 

| 

% 
I 
5 
» 
. 
3 
t 
$ 
f 
= 
a 


——— 


39 V8 The Soules fe ual calling co Chriſt. 


inall theriches of the fulnefſe of his mercy. .So 
that be we never ſo poore and beggerly,thelſe fins 
creaſe , and thoſe miſcrics increaſe ; why yet 
though tho beea bankrupt in grace, yet the Lord 
3s full ofgooInsſle, full of mercy, yea he exceeds 
in his fatneſſe, to ſuccour thy heart in all neceſſi- 
ties: nay ,our miſcries and wants bee great, yet 
haply thy feare is greater than all thereſt; thy 
ſoule is troubled many times more with the feare 
of what will be, than with che feeling of what is 


already befalne thee : But now,how ever thy mi- | 


ſeries be great, and thy feare exceeds all miſery 
that can betide ; yet mercy will remove and pre«: 
'vent thoſe feares, and Chriſt will doe more for 
_ thee, than thou canſt feare will fall upon thee: 
Nay,a man doth not feare what miſery can befall 
upon him, but his heart may imagine more than 
he doth feare. Bur here is the fulnefſe of mercy, 

- mercy full to the brim, and rvnningover ; mercy 
| 38able to dos more for thee, than thou canſt feare 
or conceive ſhall comc upon thee. Epheſ. 3. 20. 
thenſaith the Lord, excecding exceſſe, abundant 
Iy above that we can aske or thinke. So then the 
words runne thus, then windenp the poinr, Thou 
 ſeeſt, thon findeſt, chon feeleſt, many ſorrowes 
now affailing thee, thou expeReft more trouble 


to befall thee, and thou doſt cor .ceive more than 


thou doſt feare ; thy ſorrowes ont-bid thy heart, 
thy fe:res onr-bid thy ſorrowes, and thy thoughts 
| goebeyondthy feares : ond yethere is the coM- 
| farrofapoorefoule, inelſhis miſcry 2nd wret 
 ednclſe, themercy of the Lord ontsbids alt _ 
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| whatſoever may, can,or ſhall befall thee. Gather 
chen up briefly and hot up this firft paſſage. Ma- 
ny are the ſorrowes of the righteous, guilt of finne 
perplexing the finner, and fikhinefſe of fines ry= 
| rannizing znad domineering over t2efoule; nay, 
| many fearesand cares for future times : for a ſin- 
ner ſaith, Sometimes my condirion is marvellous 
poorey my eſtate marvellous miſerable ; what if 
ſmall remptations , whar if ſmall corruptions, 
what if ſucha fall ſhonld beride me, what rhen 
ſhallbecome of my ſoule > Nay,a mans imagina- 
| tionexceeds all feares. The ſoule that thinks wich 
it telf, Shonld the Lord dealein juſtice,and ſhould 
my finnes get theviaory over me, which I hope 


f 2 will never be,for what ſhall I then do for ſuccour? 


yet this is the comfort of a poore ſoule,let it read 
| thislefſon, The Lord 1s able, and mercy can doe _ 
_ exceſſive, excceding abundantly above all, thy 
ſforrowesare abundant, thy feares are very abun» 
dant, thy imaginations are exceſſive, exceeding a+ 
bundanr, exceeding above all preſent ſorrowves, 
above all future feare, and above thecourſe of all 
| Imaginations, This diſcourſe ſhall ſerve for the 
firſt paſſage. | 

Wewillnowadde the ſecond. The ſoule is not 


yet fully ſatisfied, but replyes, Iris true, there w& 


bread enough in my Fathers houſe; that I yeeld, 
and tharT <onfelſe z there is abundance of mercy 
in God,a world of mercy that pardoned Manaſſes, 
and ſaved Saul, but whar is that to me, if there be 
bread enough in my Fathers houſe, and I ſtarve for 
hunger, and NEE this my or F 
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_ Buchow ſhall aman ſtarve in this mercy? if a way 
canbe conceived, and ameanes can be propoun. 
ded for another ſupply to the foule, to fill up the 
neceſſity of it, this will be ſeene in the next parti. 

' cular; I ſay herein appeares more fulneffe of 
mercy. [ 

'  Itis not orcly ſbfficient to rcleevea man inall 
the miſeries that can befall him, but this is ange 
ther thing confidered: mercy is able to make thee 
partake in the ſame mercy : God doth not leave 
thee to thy ſelfe, that thou ſhouldeſt bay it, and 
purchaſeir; and buy it,and prccure it : but mercy 

\ 35ablero ſuffice thy ſoule, that rhou maiſt be re. 
freſhed thereby. This is the tenor of mercy:God | 


requires of a man that he ſhould beleeve: now # | 


mercy doth helpe to performe the duty comman- | 
dd. The Lord, as he requires the condition of 
thee, ſo he worketh the condition in thee : hee F 
makes thee beleeye that thou ſhalt be fayed, as 
thereis fulncfle of grace in himſelfe to doe thee 
good, if thoudoſt receive the ſame : this is the dif- 
ference betweene the two Covenants, the Cove 
nantof workes, and the Goyenant of grace. The | 
firſt covenant runnes, Adam ſhall doe and live: | 
now it ſtood upon the uſe and abuſe of his free 
will, either todoethe will of God, and be bleſ- 
fed; orto breake thelaw, and be curſ-d: it was 
In his power to receive the life: and rhus eirher | 
by breach. or not doing the condition required, 
Adm muſt performe., But it is not ſo here : the 
Lord in deed requiresa condition :no man can be 
_ Hived bur he maſt beleeve; but here is the pre 

{| _— 
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lege, that the Lordas he makes this condition, 
with the foule, ſoalſo he keepeth us inperforming - 
the condition, for the Lord he requires thar the 
ſoulc ſhould reſt upon him, and he make him alſo: 
rodoe it;he requircs rhe foule to cleave unto him, 
Exch. 26.26, 27. There isthe tenor of this cove- 
nant, 4 new heart will 1 groe you, and a new ſpiris! 
will put within you, and 1 will take away your flony 
_ heart, and give you a heart of fleſh, and Twill put my 
ſpirit within you,and cauſe you to walk in my ſtarmtes : 
Or if they will walke in my —_— out of thine 
owne power, then I will youcifafe this mercy aud 


fayour. Now the Lord requires this 'condition, 
and workes it alſo in his children, he requires this 
of them, and he workes this in them, for their e= 
verlaſting good ; as Heb. 8. 9. the Lord faith,Thi 


i the covenant 1 will make with the houſe of Iſrael, 1 
write my lawes in their hearts, and they ſhall not weed 
zo be raught, Men muſt know God, andbeleeye in 
the Lord. Now as the Lord requires this, as the 
condition ofthe covenant; ſo the Lord will work + 
this inthem, as he requires this of -them. i/obu 1; 
12. the text ſaith, 70 them that beleeve,he gave them 
power $0 be the ſonnesof God, Now ifa man will be- | 
Iceve, he ſhall be ſaved. Now'theu hee makes a 
man beleeve that he may beaſonne. ' Thisisthe 
Kcond paſſage whereby the ſoule: of 'a (Inner 
| comestobe cheered : or thar there is not onely a- 
bundance of ſufficiency in the Lord Jeſis Chriſt, 
| burthat mercy, ait.isable to dochim good, ſoit 
will make him partaker of che good; 7 
- Thethird FOI bat: 
TS 
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allgood , and-will make us partakers of wharie 
hath; ſo alſoit will diſpoſe ofus, and of thar itbe. 
Rowerh upon us. Mercy willnot onely have a 
- ſinner, but it will rule and order that grace it hath. 
beſtowed upon the ſoule. For if mercy purchaſe 
a ſoule at ſo high a rate, as the blood of the Lord 
Jetas; it is right that the ſoule purchaſed by grace, 
and ſupply with grace, that mercy ſhould dif 
poſe it for the honour of God. You are not your 


owne, ſaith the Apoſtle, but bought with a price, 
therefore you muſt glorifie the Lord in body and 
foale. Nay,itis uot one'y right that mercy ſhould 
doe it; but reaſon,and beneficiall tothe ſoule,that 

mercy ſhould doe thus. Nay, I ſay, unleſſe that 
mercy ſhould rulea man, he had not beene able 
to give full content to the ſoule. If the Lord - 


ſhould leave any poore foule to the deſtiny of his 
 owne heart, andthe malice of Satan, hee would 
ranne toruine preſently : he is not able to ſupply 
| his owne wants and to diſpoſe of his owne ſpiric, 
and employ aright his owne foule. For if Adam 
inhis innocency, had aſtocke in his owne hands, 
fell and periſhed ; then if mercy ſhould pat aman 
into the ſame eſtate that Adam was, am.n ſhould 
bring himſelfe into the ſame miſery that 4dm 
_ - was brought into: but there is that fulnefſe of that 
mercy, char is in Chrift hat ir wil beſtow all good 
needfull for me fo alfo, it will diſpoſe of that 
good in me, ſo that Satan ſhall never prevaile.the 
worid ſhall never overcome, -nor my-corruptions 
beare ſway inmes bur the Lord hill rule me for 
evet :and chis is the fulnefſoof Gods merey. a 

3 | | | q [8 
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ther up the point then, that we may ſee what wee 


muſt learne, There is ſufficiency in mercy to fup- 
 plyall wants: nay, there 1s ability 1n mercy to 
| communicate that it hath,and we ſtand inncedof. 


Nay,mercy will preſerve us; and thar it giveth to 
vs, againſt all oppofitions that can befall thee. 


{ Thisis the leſſon thatthe ſonle muſt learne, that 
| itmway be able in ſome m-aſare to ſee the way, 


and learne the path rhat leadcth to everlaſting 
happinefſe, This is the firſt Iefſon that the ſoule 
muſt learne of God the Father. 

For the uſe of rhis. Is this the leſſon the ſoule 
muſt learne? then looke wiſely npon it; and when 
this comes upcn thec, and ſorrow affailes thee 
heavily, doe not louke into the blacke booke of 
conſcience,and thinke there to finde ſupply, net 
ther looke -into the booke of the privileges and 
performances, and thinke to finde power our of 
thy owne ſuffi 
pore upon them, whereby thou ſhalt bediſcoura- 
ou zneither look into thy owne ſufficiency, thin- 

ing thereby to- procure any thing to thy ſelfe. 
Theſe are but leflons of the lower forme. Itistrue, 
thon maſt ſeethy finnes, and forrow forthem ; 


\ batrhis is forthe Jower forme, andthou muſt ger 


this lcfſonbcforehand: and whenthou haft gotten 
this Icflon of contrition and humiliation, looke 
etcly ro Gods mercy, and the richesof his grace ; 
am be ſure as yon rake out this leſſon, take ir not 
out by halves, for then yon wrong mercy, and 


| Jour ſelves too, if you thinke that bare workes -- 


will crve,and thatis all, No, no,mercy willrule 
WT, you, 


ciency : Looke not onthy finnes to 
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\thedebr, for he one 
 thedebts: for ir is here Gbdche Facher, being di- 
rely offended by the, fonne of man, therefore 
from him in the firſt place, pſt proceed the par- 
'don, and mercy tothe ſonne of man. Hence it 


you, therefore take all the lefon our,and then the. 


heart will becheered, and thy foule in ſore mea- 

ſure enabled to come on tothe Lord, and will ſee 

ſomeglimpſes of conſolation from the Spirit, 
Weſee theleffon, what muſt be learned: now 


'. wemulſtfethe reaſon why the Lord muſt teach 


this lefſon. | 

I anſwer, It is not appropriated to the Father 
alone, for the Father teaches not alone ; bart the 
Sonne and the holy Ghoſt teach too.But why then 
doththe Text give it to the Father > Here I an- 
{werdire&ly, becauſe the Father was direQly of- 
fended wich the finnc of man. 1 Tehn 1.7. If wee 
ſnne, wee have an advocate with the Father, name» 
ly, the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, to plead for us with the 
Father, He doth notfay , wee take an advocate 
withan advocate, that doti not plead. with him 


£lfe : the reaſon is, God the Father was direaly 


offended , though all the perſons in the Trinicy 
wereoffended, yet the Father more direaly, Now 
he thar is direaly offended, fayour and mercy 


muſt come from him, i@ the -party that doth of- 
fend: andthat is che realag why Chriſt eſpecially 
| caſt this upon the Father- Take a crediror that 


hath moncy , or credigorg*that are bankrupts; 


_ nowthis is no meanes tohelpe and ſucgourtheſe 


men: bur it 'lycch. apc the crediror that oweth 
y it is muſt cometo fc rgive 
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The Sonules efftfinall cating te Chriſt, - 
comes ropaſle,that the text fairh;theFacher maſt; 
ccach chis leflen..- rf: 1 © oof vers 40 5 09! 1b 
The third queſtion. is this, Afterwhat manner Queſt. 3. 
do:h the, Lord: eeach the ſonle > Chriſt ſpeakes|; 
now of the worke of the Spirits and that:you 
may not be miſtaken, know this, that the worke. 
of the Spirit doth alwayes gae with, and is come 
municated by the word; therefore it the queſtion 
be, After what manner doth God|teach the ſoule 
to ſpellont this le ture of mere; andpardon 2; | * 
| Tanſwer briefl-', The Lord reacterh the ſoule A»fy. 
by his Spirit. I cold you that before, that nog. only = 
 *the Father, but the Sonne and: holy Ghoſt a? 
| tezcherh : the Father from himſelfe, the Son from 
the Father,and the hc ly, Ghoſt Fom both: There= 
| foreunderſtand wl at Lſay, the Spirirofthe Lord 
doth n vt orel y in the general, make known Gods 
mercy ; bur dorh in particuſpr, wich ſtrengrh of 
evidence, preſent ro the broken hearred finverthe 
righr of the freencfſe of Gods graceto the ſouleg 
nay, itholds thoſe ſpecial! conſiderations to the 
heart, and prefen:eth e's, hearr-ywith.thum?: nt 
oncly fo, but in the Kccondplace,'the Spirir doth 
forcilly ſoke in rhe reth{lyof char grzce into rhe 
| Heart, and by the over-Ptrcing worke;doth leave 
ſome dint of \upernaruralf>nd ſpirituallyertnc on 
the heart. The Spirit dor\ nor, onely with.trurh 
bring home the evidence tothe bearcybur ici ll 
whiſpering, and calling, and making knownerhe 
 fame,and forcibly. ſoketh inthe relliſhof the frees 
nefſeof Gods grace, and Kkaveth a'dint of fupemas- 
turall yertuc upon the ſoole. Wewillexprefſe the 
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oints, becauſe iris ſomewhat difficult, and is the 
ſcope of thatplace, 2 Tim. I. 7. The Lordbath noe 
givenyos the ſpirir of feare, but of a ſound minde. The 
ſpirit of feare,is rhe ſpirit ofbondxge,in humilia. 
tion 8& contrition. When ths Spirirſheweth a man 
his finnes,and (heweth him that he is in bondage, 
atid in fetcers,lers him get out how he can: this js 
the ſpirit of feare and of bondage. In the ſecond 
place, thereis the ſpirit of power. But whatis this 
ſpirit of power? You muſt imagine this ſpirit of 
power doth not intimate any particular grace,but- 
as it were the ſinewes and ſtrength of the worke 
of the Spirit, conveying it ſelfe rhrough the frame 
of the heact * and this I rerme to bee the effecuall 
_ workeof the Spirit of God, When the ſoulc is 
hnmbled;, the Lord ſweetly 'communiecares into- 
the ſouſe a ſipertaturall and fpiricuall vertue. 
Laſtly, as it isinnavare, take a knife, if irbe rub+ 
bedon a Loadſtone, it- will draw iron unto it; 
now It caundftdoe that, becauſe it is a knife, but: 
| becauſe ir is rubbed ona ſtone, and receives vertue 
therefrom :. SoIt is wich a heart humbled, it is 4 
 fitſubje@ for the'grace of God ro worke upon : 
the love of God is like the loadſtone, and if the 
heart he rubbedrthereupon, and affetted wich the 
| fivectiiefſe thereof, it will bee able ro cloſe with 
 thar mercy, 'and eome tothat mercy, and goe to 
God, from whence that mercy comes. 
 Whatisrhe behaviour of the fon] when it hath 
_ | karnedthisleſlonfiom theLord? | | 
uſp. - Datiſver; Whan theſk two thines meet roge® 
___ therkithafoule; when ſthath learned this —_ : 
| k 1: CO) PER, Vil-4 
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| Thefirſt &-rhis, "when the ſonulothaving heard = 
that plenrifull redemption thar isin Chriſt, azak 
ſohaving apprehended the reyelation thereof; ie 
commeth to cloſe with the worke-of the Spirit, 
cevcaling, preſenting, and offering graceto'the 
' heart :niy, it comes togive'cntertainment'ro 'he 
riches ofthat' mercy revealed tothe ſoule. There 
is in the mercy of God, and in the bleſſed truth of 
the promiſes, a great excellency. Now when this 
is ſo plencifally brought home ro the heare;rhae it 
breakes through all oppofirions, which may hin+. 
der the worke of the Spirit upon the {onle, when 
 itisbrooghe home by the ſpiric of God; andrhe 
heart gives way ahd cloſes with it; fo thatthere is 
nothing berweene that and the ſoule ; 'this'Trake 
to be the firſt rame of che ſoule, thar beginnes ro 
learne this lcflon, ie beginnes tocloſe to therrath, 
| to give way to the ſiyeetnefſe that isin it, andbids 
adiev to all delight and fitmes;, and whatfiever 
| may be a hindrance unco it, from receiving of this 
grace into the ſoale. This is the firſt paſſage. - 
Thefecond, with which I will corclude.js this, 
that as the ſonle cloſerh with that mercy;and wel- - 
comm: th ir, and the heart is content to taleup 
mercy upon thoſe termes: fo in the ſecond place, 
there is an impreſſion and difpoſition left upon 
theſoule, thatit is framedand diſpoſed ; there is 
a kinde of print which the ſoule harh withits {6 
that as the mercy of God'is revealed to the ſoule, 
and communicated to the ſoule; fo there is a kind 
of impreſſion, frame, arid print, which rhe beart 
retatneth, PRI. apon it by — | 
| "Wy 
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"The Sowles effeFuall calling coChiit, © 


_ -. andficefavour of God made knowne : theretoje 
that pbraſe, Ron. 6.17. is a marvellous patrerne 
to our purpoſe ; the Text ſaith, chey were delivered 

co this forme of dofirine. Looke as its with a ſeale; 

| If cheſealebe ſertothe wax, and leave an impreſ+ 

| ſion, ;juſt ſo many letters upon the wax as.inthe 

| ſeale, then iris wholly ſealed : So the Spirit of 
Cod through Chriſt, in the promiſes,dorh reyeale 
al the frecneſſe and grace of mercy in Chriſt. Now 
whenthe Spirir doth leaye an impreſſion on the 
ſoule, thatmanis delivered into the truth. I con- 
clude all in 48s 26. 18. when Saul was ſent to 
preach tothe Gentiles, the Text ſaith, he was but 

£0 bring them out of darkneſſe into light ; mari, when 
the I,ord doth come: to worke effeftually upon 
the ſoule, he brings men from under thepower of 
 darknefſe : whereas the underſtanding was darke 
and blinded, when the Spirit comes, Itrurnesit 

| fromthedarknefle and power of finne, untothe 

| powerof light and grace. | 

_ Laſtly, pow of the heart doth theſe two 

| things: for not onely. ſome of the heart muſt bee 

. brought to God, bur the whole heart: therefore 
In the precious. promiſes of grace and favation, 
therc is fulncſſe of -II good, todraw all the facul- 
tics of the ſoule unto the Lord, and thereforerhe 
 faithfulncfſe and the truthof God is mainly revez 

_ ledinthe promiſes; row that firs the underſtaty 
ding. and makes it looke to God for pardon, for 

power,and mercy, Tis] 

_ Asthe promiſe is a-true word, ſo ir is 4 good 
word; thiz anſwersall the will and affeRions;rhere 
| Ne EY NOIR _ , 


- +a 


[1 %s F 7 - ap > 
\ T2 a" 4 wit — "5 512 Nord 
SDOUnar 57 Ops os a a 1 £ es 
Wnt Page «ihr . +3 
ON IT NOT AM, 
me $ > -_ i 4 " £ EF Wo 4 
> = Ny - 4.4% as , 
”" * ” - peo, b tf IT —— & Þ Mo 4 o 


Ny ov/#. 
2% #12," Þy ws. 
bs by defies pe 


The Sowles effeB uall calling to Chriſt: 
poſſibility in mercy-to fave a min: hopeex- 
$ Liel burthen the ſoule muſt I00.e oncly to 
Chrift tor mercy, defire,long for ir.for that there 
jsa certainty char a man ſhall haye merey it he can 
dehre it ; love doth welcome and delight in ir, 
* nay,the fou'e doth ſy, The Lord hath faid, how 
muſt be ſaved :nay thou muſt looke to Chriſt for 
| mercy, itisno where clſeto be thad* nay.ifthou 
_ doſtdefireit,thouſhalc have it;and then the Lord 
| determines the point, it is done, mercy is thine ; 
- and then the will addes full conſent, and ſayes, 
Amen, Lord, letit be as thou haſt aid. Gthe: 
chemu » briefly. When the Spirit of God doth fo 
cleerly Oroſert mercy to the ſoule, anddorhleave 
by the oyer-powring worke thereof, ſ{npernatu- 
rall worke upon the ſoule, that the ſpirit cloſerh 
therewith, 'andreceives the print and impreſſion 
thereof : now the [cfion is fully learned: this may 
ſuffice for the opening of the ſeverall things ; now 
therefore we will addrefſe our felvesroga therthe 
dodqrines cut of the Texr. An1fi;ſt for the gene- 
rall, in thatthe Father is ſaid ro reach; : 
That the caching of the hearr etfeQually is the DgF. 
proper taske and wo: ke of God. It is nor youthar 
can reach your ſelves, neither can all the meancs 
| andfriends under heaven doe ir; no,it is the work 
onely of the Father. Alſtheſe meanes and mini= 
ſters- are uſefull, bur God is the chiefe maſter, 
and all thefe are bur underling uſhers to convey 
the minde of God nntous ;burthe maſter is God 
_himſ+Ife : ir is the powerfull operation of the 


Spirit that muſt doe the ſoule good;- all other 
G: 3 meanes: 
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' The gouleseffe8uall calling r0Chrift, 
meanes are bur like the canerhat conveyerh the 
' voyce; butthe voyce is the Lord. 7obn14.26, 1 
wil ſend che Comforter and heſbal reach you all thingy, 
And who is that 2? that is the Spirit of God, We 
ſpeake to your outward cares, but ir isthe Spirit of 
God thatmuſt give you mindes todiſcerne, and 
ſpirics co embrace z that is the orely worke of the 
_ . Spirit, We ſhall obſerve Marth. 11. towards ihe 
latter end, 7 thanke thee Facher, Enc. how comes it 
topaſſe that the wiſe are befooled, and fooles ins 
tracted? 7 chanke thee Father, ſaith hee, char they 
haſt revealed theſe things to babes and ſuctlings, and 
haſt bid them from the wiſe, How comes this abour? 
Itisthy good will, Father. It is a wonder toſces 
- filly creature, of weake capacity, and almoſt a 
' foole, and yet he knoweth more of ſanftificacion 
andfaith,than many greatScholters, Take a ruſh 
candle, and a lampe, the lampe is agreat dealſe 
bigger than rhe ruſh candle, yer the ruſh candle 
giveth light, and the lampe none, becauſe the ruſh 
candle is lighred,8 the lampe is not. So iris here, - 
a Chriſtian out of a blinde dotage, and a meere 
ſimplician in other things,yethewill talke well of 
- the free mercy of God, and the worke of grace in 
"his heart, when as many great wiſe mep are novi- 
. ces in theſe things, | 
* I.Reaſon, The reaſon is, becauſe God hath lighted his 
candle fromh:aven, becauſe the worke is an Al- 
mighty worke ; it isnot an eafie matter to goe to 
heaven : you muſt nor ſay, What, have I lived 
_ thus long, and are we children ftillz Ah, children 
you are, and children yon will dye, unlefſe m | 
| | Lor 
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The Soules eff+Buall calling ro Chriſt, 


Lord from heaven teach you; though all men and 
| Angels teach you, the work will norgoe forward. 
2 Cor. 4.6.the Text ſaith,The ſame God chat brought 
| ght ont of darkneſſe, ſhineth in your hearts, Wee 

know. at rhe beginning of the world, when darks 

nefle was upon rhe deepe, rhe Lord ſaid, Let there 

be light : now that Almighty God that brought lighe 

© our of darkneſſe, which none elſe conld doe, why 

the ſame God fſhineth in your hearts, ſaiththe cexr: 

valefſeche Lord ſay, Ler therebe light, the minde 

| can never be enlightned, rhe ſonle can never bee 
cheered, nor the conſcience pacified. 

This is a ground of admirable comfort to all 
weake,filly, feeble minded creatures. I doubt not 
but your hearts are gricved, when you confidcr 
the marvcllous Ignorance which is in yon, and 
how little you khow concerning life and ſalv.:ti- 
on, when the Lord hath layd line upon line, precepr 
won precept, and che heart ſomerimes covets and 
defires to cntertainethe ſame, the ſonle commerh 
tothe congregation, and faith,Good Lord,let :he 
word worke upon my foule,enlighten my minde, 

awaken my conſcience;and when the word comes 

thus home ro-the heart, the ſoule hopes thar jr 

ſh-1l reraine «nJ remember it : but when it 1s 

gone, all fals to-che ground, and the heart in pri- 

vate reaſons rhus with ir ſelfe : Whar ſhall I fay 

when my h=art approves of the word, ind my 

fonle cloſed with ir. even then fo ſaone as 1 come- 

out of the Charch,1 forgat all : whar ablind mird 

an:{4 hardheart have I? can there be any-grace or 
mncy conyeyed to ſuch a foule as mine ? — #4 
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The Seulereffefinall calling ro Corilt, © 


you ſcorners,aud fooles, and folow me,and 1 handy 
| Jon wiſedome. This may move you to dependyp 


ſhall one day periſh. An ignorant heart-isa naughs 
ty heart, a baſe wicked heart ; my finnes are ma, 

' ny, my conditions feartull, Would you have a 
| comfort? why thenmarke what Lfay, The Lord 
' will ceach; andif the Lord be the teacher, risng 
| matter what-the ſcholler be.” Reaſon thus with 


our ſelves, My memory is weake, my Pep 


1s ſmal,wy underſtanding fecble,but yerrhe Logd 


ismy teacher , andifthe Lord will informe, who 


can let it, but I ſhallbce informed? Prov. 1, 23, 


marke what the Text ſaith, Rerurne you ſimple oney, 


on God, in the uſe of rhe meanes : the ſoule nuy 
ſay, Iam ſimple, and 1 have beene a fc-1ner £ 


 andrhar isa great miſery,:nd therefore no maryel 


if God blinde my minde,and harden my hcart,for 


I have-beene a ſcorner, and can any good: come. 
unto me? can ſucha ſoule r.ceive grace and wiſe 


dome? Why? Ah, faith Wiſedome, come unto 
m2-, andI will poure abunJance of wiſedome up: 
ON you. . - 1 

Sec ndly, if it be the worke of God, then goe 
to him, for it isa comfort ro goe toa fathe) :whell 
thereF 're the meanes arc rec ived, and God give 
a heart to improve them, then come nor ro the 


congregaticn, but to God: -and whtn ihe Mink 


fterreproves, ſay, Father, ſet home that reprooke 


tomy ſonle and conſcience, doſt thou reprovs, 


- fachcr> and when the Miniſter. exhorrs, end it 


formes thee daily, the argument from the Scripe 
ture plaine-; when the Miniſter is thus exhcrting 
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and you carinotcome offcicerly, Joke mproker 
| A Father; reach Father :che 'Miniftet he: - 
rothee;but Farher infare us, bur Fachee: 
cale tows the affuragceofthy. loveinChrilt;- Al 
you that heare me this day, andevime, and b 
 eſtthine with Ws pory __ God, ad an ; 
 intothe congregation, looke upto! 
Gy, Lord;here is a vaine and eats - 
anda weake fooliſh childe; and I ye and 
blinde as any of them, and all the Minifters under 
heaven, and all the Angels in heaven; :cannot. 
teach and informeus, but doe thoa teach us,: and 
worke upon our; mindes, and frame-our hearts; 
that wee may know' the things belonging'to our | 
peace. Butthou wilcfay, Al:z wehave 
looked np to'God, butwe thriveandprofper not. 
for all this we receiye not thar” helpe andinſtru- 
ion from himy which he firſt promiſed; and we 
Rand in necd 1 of \\ hy, Ifay; the fault is thine 
owne, the Lord is not wanting tohigowne word, 
but thouart wanting to-thy'owne comfort. But 
how.then ſhall wee-ſa carry and ojderonr ſelves, 
that we may ſccke God {o, as we may partake of 
that good we defireand ſtand inneedof?. . 
I anſiycr,. Theſe forre meanes are very uſefull 
for this, purpoſe, "Firſt, labour to lay thy 'owne 
conceitednefie and abiliries downe; and all thy. 
carnal. imaginations, that-ſhur; our the trach'of 
God,and areprofefſedly oppoſed cotheobedience: 
of Chriſt : if thou leaneſt on thy-owne wiſdom; 
nr adn ar a a ilities,thou 
mu x ha tion; from God, and-tou 
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poompentwge vn that he may rbowiſer ot 
tau art a foole in thy ſelfe,then God will inform 
| thee,wtien thoacanſt "hay down all thy owne cons 
ceits, andcaptivate alt thy carnall reaſons, then 
thowarr like robe taught oftheLord: But before, 
theſe hinder the Lordtrom informing thee in the 
way of eruth. He thar ſets up his owne wit above 
; thowifdomeafrhe Lord, he ſhat never be exal- 
ted by the Lord of heaven. This I take to bee the 
rcaſon why ſome men of deepe reaches, and of 
_ greatunderſtandings,aremarvellonfly belorted in 
achtiſtian courſe, & in the way of life 8cſelyation, 
The reaſon is, becauſe they: truſts their owne 
ITS SOON 
upon owne upon the dep 
mew owneunderſiandingsz andiges is thereafon 
 whytlic Lord leaves them-to-their fooliſh imagy 
nations: and as the Text ſaith to: the Romances, 


when they m—_ warmer ebey became fools. 


| Jami 
yang ry riags-omep.L the Lord; fe EY 
een if any man be like abegger, tharbep 


| for if nad downefor bread wikn he is hungry: 
A nigo 
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_ God as how! [Fhide th Fong 
froam dhrehow? emis nj 
eo.improve his knowkidge when God 

caught him one leſſon ly, ten Londwrſ 


"teach him-anather-preſantly, - thou teakeſt 


the word; dos that duty which 


commandy; | 

 reformethar finne, and amend-that courſe which 
Gad -farbids, and he will zeach thee abundantly. 
166 7.12.he that doth Gods willthe Lord: will.in» 
| ſtm1& chat man. The maſterof, « family will noe 


give a man ficeand candle, to fit uy ax ds no no 
worke:by it, © willgot quit quit coſt. Wiſcdo 
barry the candle of Godzafth Fc an 
by this light, and walke by this —_ the Lord 
will increaſe thy knowledge, till thou art become 
a perfett Chriſtian, . 
"Thirdly we rnuſt ior onely doewhat,we know, 


butepſh IE painfll and dy a ins 


The Temles fad calling Gn, 


ſhould abwayes © be fold with'a ED 
he ont porn: as children eo'dor\ thi 
rk arnr come to: pon 


ies never look oy mays pu 
wer Aj Jaſicions knowledge of | as an fa 
 Laft meanes, take heed of beein / ie 
grudge againſt any word and truth of Gad, beeio 
never ſo. crofſe to thy corruptions : ifyc 1 doegthe 
bord in ſtead of direGing you, will delude you; 
and in/ſtead of informing you, will befor. ja, 
and give youover to blind; min &,and hard he: 
Thisweknow by experience, menofgreat know? 
ledge, great parts, and abilities, are taken-alide 
' with dorage, and fall imo thoſe errours,which's 
man would "wonder how'a' man of judgement 
ſhould fall into. The reaſons, they will not et» 
tertaine the truthof the fre Fy Row. 1.28. as wh 
ſhould ſay,” Oh, this 
preaching, and' the thundr 
_ cannot beare them, we cannot un, 
| ered rotheſes take heed che Lord 
rake bimy A xe. 


e. let him 
OI IO KAT og ae" 
wilelome of rotad comfort here, und bvorld# 
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Why ſhould The pt3hEvF# 


minde was as blinde 49 any uf 


fore let 'baſenefſe _— —_ 


Lords, © a5! The' 


His maſter. mMulkmoepy 


buthe worked for hismaſter, ind giv 


| anocny': ler men we are Gc 
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yeming, forrow fe effnjx harred oppoſing anp evil | 
COMES. tr theres: affeAions that goo 
pmevill, haveb. _ 
= fer, cover ara hl 
ing for him; and the erp nw we, 
engeance far inn, the ſoale ſtagge 
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reof indignation into the fouts; dcdabaie 
fule feele that befare he threatned; and chenthe 
vule grieves , and becauſe his finnes have beene 


;Ps tedionvnnw him), his heart is b 020 aÞa- 


arid indignation: againſt thoſe ev! 

atiy ev, or provocation, | or temiptarion/corhs 
toa foule Renkin —_ old = Rom ara 
old corruption wearing, aſpheming, 
old dalfiugerd 0x come 'to call uponthe foolo,'4t ws 
have our fill of lovenntillthe morning, letustake vp 
onr old delights z when theſe caltthe ſoule, and 
would plucke the ſoule home againe unto them, 
thentheſe foure fence the ſoule againft all;choſe 


inchanements; in ſomanch thatwhen the drucikard 


ſeth his company comming towards him, hee 
thinkes, that is my plagne;thar isthe man, and his 
perfwafions and 3; hee remembers his old 


eorrupti end ib oldRowory ani olabur- 
thiens 1} hoaple lexdsthaviay upon ks heatrhand 


the ſoule hates rhe drunkard, and' willnor yeekt 
to his perſwaſiom; they {fence art 119 
voice of firme c:mnoebe / ir catay call; and 

call, bur the doore is that; they: ſtoptherurranc, 


that no ſtreame of ERIE any 
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enfertaine-r114r go : hope and. defire fn 
the good thatis abſent: ſaith, I maryelli 
comes-ndt:defire ſaith, Lloagafrer k: when: 
goodnefſe is necr ,thenlove welcomesir,.and ds 
lighes ih it, and joy rejoyceth, and all te 
deſire, love, and joy, all bring, carry and com 
allthe good:roxt q will, which is che:great con: 
A Dd ptoram 
Ve; UC engr 
delight; and much content in the goodneſſe and 
mercy of the/Lord, -Therruth 15, wee haverakeg 
. delight.in ſinge and baſe courſes; but oh chos cot! 
fortzlbur. oh/ the conſolation,and goognefſe 
mercy3:9car' cannot have: a, better good tha 
mercy Then faiththe will, We will Nha ace 
mercy; weewal reſt here, Thus weelce bowed 
headand the foot of the affetionsdoccomes 
toicmbrdce.that- good ;-now the underftandu 
doth ſtand: Gnrinell allthe while,and diſcoverta 
' rhe gaod,andaauſtersuphopeanddefire,andk 
and joy,” and theſe foure are the maine wee 
meddle with z all the other'wentfrom TY 
they have their pxoper worke before ; we doe 86} 
| hateand gays wy MTs wee dos wot Tug 
recelye mEerey;' af regnd withdraw 
ſelves from! ſinne and cormpiions, tha! Meme 
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5 Chers © is2he [promiſe of races and mercy: in + 


Chrit afalnefſeof mercy; which doth {iS power= 


| fully 26 efe ctually draw the ſoule by this good, 


that it bringsall cheſe affeftionsafter-it} There- 
eſſe of 
God, there are theſe parriculars/3tharlike fo ma- 
ny claſpes, draw ali theſe Facaklies toGod, to fol- 


low and c Joſe with God for their g00d. 


The promilſe is a trne one, and trath- 1s that 
which maryellouſly pleafeth che underſtanding * 
as 4 n14ns palate raſtesmear, ſothe underſtanding 
taſtes words. There is nothing lo pleaſing to the 
underftanding, as the rrath of God. Now of all 
cut, there is-1one like:the truth of a promile; 


| therefore the evidence of it doth cleere the judge- 


ment and the certainty of it, doth eftabliſh the 
Judgement of a poore ainner, Eph.x,13. 
The promiſeaFf God 'isa good word, Heb. 6.5. 


therefore as the truth of the Goſpel! fils the Ons 
dcr{tanding; ſothere is a'goodneffe in thepromiſe 


of grace and mercy,which will anſwer all,and ſa« 
582 all the faculties of theſonle; avin the good 
word of the Lord :. mercy 4s/a proper object of 


0pe,thatit may be ſuſtained a proper-objef of 
cefre, that ir may be ſupported; thereis'a proper 


QbJed I fora warjs loye and deliphr, tharthey may 
-c cheered t-noyg there iva fol bfarisfatiory(athe 
ncyof al good im theGoſpell; charſorhe wit 
of a man may take twill repoſe andreft rhercitt. 
The erctore the Lord ſaith Come unto me,all thar are 


bcor3 and beavy Lidensgometrpecand tf FR) an 


Wark wal, and aca eli HipitwayF'< 
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"The Sontereffe@ual calling 16 Chriſt. 


.- allthemind faith, Letmeknow this mercy above 
all, and defire to know nothing bar Chriſt and 
him crucified : let mee expe this mercy, faith 

hope, that belongs tome, and will befall me : de- 
fire ſaith, Let me long after it; nay, ſaith love, let 
me embrace andwelcome it : let me delight init 
_ | Gaithjoy) nay, faith the heart, let me lay holden 
the handleof ſalvation, here we will live, and here 
we will dye at the foot{toole of Gods mercy: thus 

_ | allgoe; minde;hopegdefire, loveyjoy,the will,and 
\ all lay hold upon the promiſe, and ſay, Ler w 


| make the promiſe a prey,ler us prey upon mercy, 
\ | as the wilde beaſts doe upontheir provifion. Thus 
'-the faculties of the ſoule hunt and purſe this. 
| mercy,and lay hold thereupon, and fatisfie them- 
| ſelves herein, Hence wee will raife theſe two 


ints. 
| That the wordofthe Goſpell, and the word of 
the Spirit goe both together , this is groundedin 
the Text, they muſt firſt heare, then learne, heare 
| theGoſpell,and learne by the Spirit. 

+ That Gods Spirit gives fpcciall notice of Gods þ 
| acceptance toanenlightned ſonle, and that is the 
| firſt voice of the Spirit to the underſtanding. 
Now to the firſt doarine. | 

Thewordof the Goſpell and the worke of che 
Spirit alwayes goe together , the point is grout- 

| ded im the Text, after this manner : they mult 
| firſtheare, then kearne; heare by the word, and 
learneby the Spirit. The hearing of the Goſpel 

_ withont the Spirit, is nothing elſe but a beating® 

|  «afre, and adead letter. It is trac, the Jy 


The Soules effeltnallcaling ro Chriſt, = 


- 


' can worke above meanes : we know alſoGodcan 
appoinc other meanes for to call the ſoule, buric 
| is not ovr meaning, we muſt not looke for revela- 
tions anddreames, as a company of phantaſticall 
braines doe ; but in common courſe Gods Spirit 
@# goes with the Goſp-l], and that is the ordinary 


| meanes whereby the ſoule comes to be called. God 


| canmake the ayrenouriſh a man,but he doth nor. 
| Tf a man ſhould expe tobe fedby miracle, hee 
| himſelfe would bea miracle, Gal.3:2. for there 
goes a ſpirituall power with it, itraiſeth the dead 
| 1n ſinne tolite; 1tisa living word, and the word 
diſcovers alfo the ſecrets of mens thonghts. Now 
that word which raiſcth the dead, and diſcoyers 
the ſccrersof mens hearts, it muſt needs have a 
| maryellous power with it, and accompanying 

For the opening of it,obſerve two things : firſt, 
the manner ; ſecondly,the reaſons. 
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After what manner doth the word and Spiric I. Point; 


goe together? and you muſt know,I do not mean 
| that the Spirit is in the word, nootherwiſe than in 
all other things,but in a more ſpeciall manner,and 
that conceive inthree things. 

Firſt, the Lord hath ordained and ſer wo the 


| preaching of the word, hee hath ſanQified ic, and 


ſerit apart to call the ſonle, Looke as iris with 
the brazen Serpent , God appointed it to heale 
thoſe that were ſtung now if 500.men ſhoald have 


| made another Serpent, it could not have healed 


one man, though they had lookt their eyes out of 
Chicir heads ;. So it is with the Gopell, there is __ 
a other 
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any good: 
fo clic ow mae ri that The, vil 
ntcrtaing-f a re fer 
the goad thatis abſent : = laith, I maryelli 
comes-ndt2:defire faith, Liongafter it: whene 
goodneſſe isnecre, thenkove melanin o 
Lighes in it; andljoy rejopceth, and all thelc, boy hog 
deſire, love, and joy, all bring, carry and com 
all the} good:to:tte will, which is che:great com 
wander of ithe; ſoutle G om re 
vefound-nuc goodne c 

delight, and much content in the goodnefſe an 
mercy of the Lord. The ruth is, wee haveraks 
delightin finge and baſe courſes; but oh the con 
fort;{bur. oh! the conſolation, md googdneſſe 
mercy.z:ya1' cannot haye: a. better good th 
mercy. Then faiththe will, We will have ace 
' mercy; weewill reſt here, Thus weelce | owe! 

headiand the foor of the affetionsdoccomea 
toiembidce.that- good ;.now the underſtanding 
| dothſtand orinellall the while,and diſcoversal 
; the gnod,andmauſtersuphopeand, deſige,andlon 
and5oy, andeheſe foure arc chemgine wee-mpb 
meddle with z.; all theother'wentfrom evil, an 
they have their proper warke before ; we doe 8d 
| hareand ſoxrow for mercy, wee dos wot fearey 
' | reccive mercy, bug; wee fearognd withdraw ol 
_ ſhesfronifinne and robe 7emayt 
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{heres Th > [promiſe of rats and mercy in 2. Things 
Chriſt. afainetle of mercy; which doth id power. + 
fuily ad etfecually draw the ſoule by this good, 
| that it bringsall cheſe affeftionsafter-ar;;? There: 
forc in this: fulngfſe: of mercy! andgoddtiefſe of. 
God J there are theſe particulars:: ;thatlike ſO ma- 
ny claſpes, draw ali theſe facalties toGod, to fol 
tow and © ſol: with God for their £00d.. 
The Fe 13a ern erow, and rrath- is that 


— anger, 


b x AA2BL3S Tue: fr, rhart they nay 
be cheered, ney: {there 19a 24 caciafathie) lai 
ci nCy Of al good ts theGoſtell; chirſorie wit 

{ @ mart may take full re poſe and reſt rhercint. 
( The eretore the Lord faith Come unto me. all thar ave 
'eſtr Ki and heavy Lidens cometnLeand dire: rant 
- ; VAR wall, anC;2c2rby ;Bichwiſw day 0k Fi 
[1 


* CI 


more> this howis done before Choate 
comme to the ſecond worke. Soghere are. 


| enfertaine- chat good: ho and _—_ abs 
the good that is ables; : Ts ſaith, I maryell; 
Akio. not:defire fairh, Liong afrer it: wheg ie 
goodnaſſe is neexe, then love welcomesir, and dv 
Lghes ih it; and joy rejoyceth, and all et 
deſire, love, and joy, all bring, carry and com 
allthe} good:totte will, which is che:great con; 
[: mince of NI Loreaarljoy WOO 
Wc havefound muc goodnefſe, and taken great 
_ delight, and much content inthe goodnefſe and 
mercy of the Lord. Therruth 3 is, wee haverake 
delighein inoemdbe@ courlgest but oh the cons 
fort;{bur. oh; the conſolation,and goognefle of 
mercy.3:9<ar' cannot have. a; better good ny 
mercy. Then faiththe will, We will oy paced 
mercy, weewal! reſt here, Thus weelce 
headand the foor of the | eg 
toicmbidce.that: good.;-now the underftandi 
doth ſtand Gorhial allthe while,and Moro 
the ggod,andmauſtersuphopeanddelire,and! 
and jay, and hee foure arcechemaine wee 
meddle with ll the other! ns hh 
they have theits proper warke before ; we doe nd 
| hateand ſorrow for mercy, weedoe wot fearely 
recciye mergy,; bug. wee fe withdraw oO 
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'£ Chriſt afi ineffe of mercy; which doth {o power 
fully and etfecnall 


ly draw the ſoule by this good, 
that it bringsall cheſe affeftionsafter- It There: 
forc in chis' fulnofſe: of :mercy" andrgoddrieſſe of 


| Go d, there are theſe particulars'! ; that like fo'ma< 


f1y claſpes, draw ali theſe faalties toGod, to fol 
low and cloſ with God for their £00d. 

The promiſe is a erne one, and wrath: is that 
which maryellouſly pleafeth che underftanding * 


a5 4 114018 palate raftes meat, ſothevnderſtanding 
taſtes words. There is nothing fo pleaſing ro the 
| andertianding, as the rrath of God. Now of alf 
| crvch, there is.11one like: the truth of a promiſe; 


mes efote the eyidence of it doth cleere the judge- 
It and rhe certainty of it, doth eftabliſh the 
judgement of a poore finner, Eph.1.13. 
The promiteaF Cod isa good word, Heb. 6. 5. 
therefore as the truth of the'Golpel! ils the nns 


der{tanding; fo there is a'goodneffe in thepromiſe 


of grace and mercy,which will anſwer all,and fas 
3582 all the faculties of theſonle; avin the good 
Wo id of the Lord :: mercy is'a proper object of 

bope,thatit may be ſuſtained a proper» objef of 


def re, that It may be ſupported; thereis'a proper 


biet farawans love and deliphr, chatthey may 
be Lockene ney; there iva fob farisfactory ſafe 
cicncyof all good im theGoſre! it, thirſorime wilt 
©! a Maſt may take tuil repoſe and reſt rhercin. 
The erefore the Lord faith Come unto me, all that are 
ary and beavy Lidens cOmebapeand dire ants 
Loi cand wal , anCAcartgalichwviſwayWonct 
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The Senlereffe@uall calling ro Chriſt. 


- allthemind faith, Letmeknow this mercy above 


all, and defire to know nothing bar Chriſt and 


| himcrucified : ler mee expeRt this mercy, faith 


hope, that belorigs tome, and will befall me : de- 
fire ſaith, Letme long afcer ic; nay, ſaich love, let 
me embrace and welcome it : let me delight init 


(faith joy) nay, ſaith the heart, let me lay holdon 


the handleof ſalvation, here we will live, and here 
we will dye at the foot{toole of Go:ls mercy: thus 
all goe, minde,hope,defire, lovezjoy,the will,and 
all lay hold upon the promiſe, and fay, Ler w 


| make the promiſe a prey,let us prey upon mercy, 
| as the wilde beaſts doeupontheir proviſion. Thus 
- the faculties. of the ſoule hunt and purſue this 
 mercy,and lay hold thereupon, and farisfie them- 


ſelves herein. Hence wee will raiſe theſe two 


| points. 


That the wordofthe Goſpell, and the wordof 


- the Spirit goe both together, this is groundedin 


the Text, they muſt firſt heare, then learne, heare 
the Goſpell, and learne by the Spirit. 

That Gods Spirit gives fpeciall notice of Gods 
acceptance toanenlightned ſonle, and thar is the 


\ | firſt voice of the Spirit to the underſtanding. 
| Nowtothe firſt doQrine. | 


 Thewordof the Goſpell and the worke of the 
Spirit alwayes goe rogerher , the point is grout- 
ded in the Text, after this manner : they mult 
firſt heare, then kerne; heare by the word, ard 
learne by the Spirit. The hearing of the Goſpel 
without the Spirit, is nothing elſe bur a beating® 

«ayre, and adead letter. It is true, the hn 


The Sowles effeiFuall calling ro Chriſt, 63 
can worke above meanes : weknowalſoGodean 
appoint other meanes for to call theſoule, butic 
js not ove meaning, we muſt not looke for revela» 

tions anddreames, as a company of phantaſticall 
braines doe; but in common courſe Gods Spirit 
goes with the Gofpcll, and that is the ordinary 
| meanes whereby the ſoule comes to be called. God 
can make the ayrenouriſh a man,but he doth nor. 
If a man ſhould expe to be fedby miracle, hee 

| himſelfe would bea miracle, Gal.3:2. for there 

goes a ſpirituall power with it, itraiſcth the dead 

In ſinne to lite; 1tisa living word, and the word 

| diſcovers alſo the ſecrets of mens thonghts. Now 
that word which raiſeth the dead, and diſcoyers 
the ſecrets of mens hearts, it muſt needs have a 

| marvellous power with it, and accompanying. 

For the opening of it,obſerve two things : firſt, 
the manner ; ſecondly,the reaſons. 

After what manner doth the word and Spirit I. Pont, 
goe together? and you muſt know,I do nor mean 
that the Spirit is in the word, nootherwiſe than in 
all other things,but in a more ſpeciall manner,and 
that concerve inthree things. 

Firſt, the Lord hath ordained and ſet apart the 
preaching of the word, hee hath ſanQified ic, and 

| feritapart to call the ſonle, Looke as iris with 
the brazen Serpent , God appointed it to heale 
thoſe that were ſtung now if 500.men ſhoald have 
made another Serpent, it could not have healed 
one man, though they had looke their eyes ontof 
thcir heads ;. So it is with the Go!pell, there is no 
| - I 2 _ other 


| oy Ms IO Seem. 
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07 Jher ufall meanes to call che >ſoute : Hence Itis 
cailed the wardof the Goſpel. Now it five le 
dred menmake frye hundeed Gofpeis befides this, 
|| -they could Yer Convert. Ot COM.Art One ſoul, 
HK Or as SIT Is with a mint, it's a mint maſter coyne 


Chuift \ hy bork how. 
fairh:the Lextyly the foo Fr pin 
wicked men connc/ic foohiſhnefſe, 1. 14 
The Lord dothappropriate. the faving worke 
of his Spitit togog With the ordinance ; not that 
Godis tyed toany meanes, buthe ryerh him(elfe 
ro This meanes.'; VV hy doth notaire,nouriſh all, 
as wellas mear? becauſe onely God hath ſer meat 
apart for this purpoſe. Hence.this Gofpell is cal- 
led zhepower of God ro ſalvation, becauſe the powes 
of Gadordinarily,and in commoncourte appears 
eherein : the waters of life and {alyation run only 
inthechanell of the Goſpell. There are golden 
mines of grace, butthey arconely,co be foundin 
the climatcs of the Goloell Nay, obſer this, 
when all arguments prevaile not with corruR<zon, 
£0 perſwaderhe heart togoe to God, ane Tewvof 
| Scripture will ſtand a man in ſtead. above all hos. 
mane learning and i inventions, becauſe che Spirit } 
| goes forth.in tþ 15,a8ds none clſe.:. 


, God Goth i tn Kory tedly.a5 je W i when! he will 


4 


"od Soules effeFuall calling to Chriſt. & | 


and how he will, give fuccefſe ro his ordinance. 

| 7{ay 55. 10,11 The wordot the Lord doth eyer 
accompliſh that for which itis ſent, For,tt 15 true, 
many a man is called'after the word is delivered a 
Ong time. Why is that? it ſokes into the ſoule,as 
 1eſnow in December tfokes into the earth, bue 
.<fruipofitis nctſcen: untill May. The wordis 

| a. favour of life ware life, it1s2 living ſavo::r.of death 
co death,ir is a poiſon, 2 deadly ſavonr;and though 
ir hardens ſome, yer the worke goes forward. 

Becauſe che Lord wonld not have any carclefſe r,Reafox. 
of his owne glorie,and our good:1she will humble | 
the ſoule, that he may doe good toir, fo heewill 

| make him uſe the meanes, If a gentleman ſhould 
goaftera begger with an almes, how proud would 
bebe, and rather thinke himſelfe a maſter than a 
begger? $0, if God ſhould follow us wich mercy, 
we would rather goe from him: buthe harthlaid 
mercy in the myne of the Gofpell, that wee may 
dis for comfort in the ciſterne of the Galpell, that 
we may draw all onr conſolation from thence. ' 

Becauſe may not be cozened ©y our owne fans 2-Reaſor, 
cies, the Lordtopreyent all inconveniences and 
conceits of Eatoniſts and Familiſts, that chinke 
tley have the power of ehc Spirit in themſelyes, 
whereas Gods Spirit goes alwaies with the words 
1 76bs 4.1, Every Minifter prezches witha ſpirit; 
tome our of the ſpirit ofenvie, !ome out ofthe 
ſpirit of ſinceritie : ſome hearcs out of the ſpirit of 
ove,ſome with the ſpirit of malice,to carpeat the 

Miniſter : try therefore the ſpirits, and if they hold 
%twiththe word, they are naught, 
I 3 That 


The Soulese feAual calling to Chriſt, hs 


That we may be watchfull and carefull, left we 
Ipſe the comfort that we have: lightly come. light. 
| lygoe, gorwith little paine, loſt with leſſe care; 
therefore the Lord will make us ſeeke unto the 
 meanes. + 
Inſtrution: to teachusthe worth of the Goſpel 
| above all other things in the world, tor it is ac: 
 companied with the Spirit, and it brings falvati- 
_ on with ir. Whatif a m:zn had all the wealth 

what if hee had all the policie in the world, and 
.. wantedthis? hee were but a foole. Wharifone 
wereable rodivedeepe intothe ſecrets of nature, 
| toknow the motions of ſarres, and yet knowne- 
_ thing belongs to his peace, what availes it 2 what 
if a man could ſpeak with the tongues of men and 
Angels, yet withcut this, he is a novice in know- 
| ledge. Why doe we valuea myne, but becauſe df 

 thegold init? and the cabiner, bur becauſe of the 
| pearlejn it? oh this is that pearle wee ſell all for, 
| 2 Cor-2.1,2. | 
| Fortriall: aman may know whether we have 
| fpirituall heart or no: 1#dy. 19. he that hath not 
_ the Spirit, is a fleſhly ſenſuall man. Wouldelt 
| thouknow whether thou art carnal or ſpirituall! 
| this doctrine tells thee» How came the Spirit? ll 
thou haſt ir, itevcr came with the Goſpell : rhet- 
fore ſeenowhow thy foule ſt; nds affcted witl 
the Goſpell, and (o ir ſtands affeRed to the Spirit, 
If thon wilt none of the Goſpcll, th-1u wilt mill 
of the Spirit, then Chriſt will none of thee. Nov 
reaſon with your owne ſoules, Why,unlcfle Lrakt 
the Spirit, wocbe to mee, I may owne my _ 


The SouleseffeRuall calling te Chriſt, 


riſt will never owne me, Is it ſo, that I will not 
fer the word to prevaile with mee ? remember 
be time will come that you muſt dye as well as 
2ur neighbours, and then you will tay, Lord Je- 

s forgive my ſins, Lord Jeſus receive myaſoule: 
hen Chriſt will ſay, Away,be gone, yov are none 
ff mine, I know you not, \ny man,whether noble 
xr honourable, let him be what he will be, and ler 
is parts be what they will, ithe bathnor the Spi- 
ic, hee is none of Chrifts: hi you are ro whom 
9, obey; bur pride and coverouſneſſe you obey, 
nd malice and fpleene you obey, you are there- 
ore none of Chriſts. Pride will fay, T his heart is 
nine, Lord, I have domineeredover it, and I will 
orment it : Corruptions wilt ſay, Wee haye ow- 
ned this ſoule, and wee w:ll damne ir, Yeu tha 

eretofore have madeatulh at the word, this wind 
akes.no corne, and theſe words breake no 
bones : thinke what you have dones lictle do you 
think you have oppoſed rhe Spirit, 4&s 7.5.what, 
reſiſt the Spirir? Ohthinke of this. Why, whar 
ſhall I ſay ? bywhar ſpirit wilrthon be fanQificd? 
by what fpirit wilt rhou be ſaved? Canthy owne 
ſpiric ave thee 2no, the Spirit of God muſt fave 
thee; and have you reſiſted that Spirit > me thinks 
xt is enough to ſinke any ſoule under heaven. 
ercafter therefore thinke this w:th thy ſelfe, 
were hee but a man that ſpeakes, yet I ought not 
to deſpiſe him : but that is not all, there goeth 
z0ds Spirit with the word, and ſhall I deſpiſe it 2 

e Lord keepe me from this: there is bur one 

ſtep berweene this and that unpardonable ſinne 
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x Goſpell, 


20ainſt the loly Ghoſt, onely adding malioj 
thy rage, thou oppoſeſt thy Father, haply the%gy 


- mediates for thee; thou defpileſt the Sonne! aj 


Iy r:choly Ghoſt pleads fot the: but if thou oggy 
ſeſt rhe:$pirit, none can fucequer thee, tierchoy 
Jooke to-it, + 19-517 fe Do el 


Dirc&ion.. Hence we .may obſerve tlc gran 


1 


why many of Gods faithfull. people underſtar 


not that they havethe Spir.t o: Goll, nor yet the 


increaſe of its: they looke not /to the premiſe hy 


 whichatis conveyed , but to corruption by which 


itis bindged 3 you liſten not to the yerdidt of th 


Let every one as this great queſtiort, How maj 
I know when the Spurit is in me That you knoy 
it nor, the fault is your owne ; look into tlc word 
Itis with a poore foule,as with little childreny the 
Childe in the night being hungry, feckes fortie 
dug, but;f hedoth notlay hold of it, he g<ts-nd 


_ goodby it; forhouhaſt been a long time mulling 


abour a dry chip, and haſt got no comforr. Bev 
Therefore to Jayhold upon the prom'ſe, hola.th, 
and thy cram {hallbe filled with marrow al fats 
nefle, If there be'marrow' in a bone; thon auf 
breake it before thon canſt get any out, Soiti 


With the promiſes ; they axefullof{weetnef(F, pul 


you mult chew them, breake thern,apd be{towlf 
Lea on them. An-AlchimiR, chat diſtils oph 


Goth draw out the ſpiritof metalls, ut i6.15;Þ)! d , 
Aillition: {+ it is with the promiless they are & 


I "= HO - | iz ; © ; 4 
LELent mctall,,.there 15agreat: deale of COMIN 


mY 


in 240, bra you: will have, benefic, by th 


IR 0 


9 
YOU _ ſtil © * them by! mbdiraridns -; 
4 I, but ſome ſoules may ſay, Webave lomerins 5 Oh: 
often, but yer neturne ag.orh ic as before: FEELY 196: | 
Tanſwar, You ſhbuld kbavye ſtikiÞngeriuponthe 4nſw. | 
promiſes if wbfrnotbeeatyotrtirvingand gif 
y- ng: inreafoh, -a-man ouſt 'fwallowhis pills, 
and cathis cordials ; but wee ſhould doe the corie 
tracic, we ſhould chew the- promiſes,:and that -i3 
mo Hy malkmipgonthetncbur we fivallow tho 
omifes of! Chrift-that ſhould -comfoct 
nh _—_ re chew per — 
'ver andover  againe;catthefedaily, and:you ſhall 
firde much comfore and coifolation therein, and 
benefit thereby, , 
' Terrour : we may ſee the boptleſſicondidienof Vſe 4. 
thoſe men thar: liye under the Goſpell, and:their 
beartsare nor wronghe upon chem./ If the Spirit 
of Gud,and.the:Gotpellof,God,: will-nvt worke 
upon; thee ; if thou haſt the-eye of aiman abouc 
thee, thu mai ſee thy wofull and lamentable 
condition. If gbungling ſervant cannottellhow: 
to hew a peece of wood fora! building; it ixno'” 
marvell; bur if it be ſucha peece, thatthe maſter 
Carpenter cannot make it fit for-the 
thenis is gnod for nothing boetobe burndd:3' So, 
It is here with the foule, jif.theSpiritof'God cat 
doe thee no good; who can? ite, aempanic of 


bunglcrs,cannordoe it Fno-maryell;but if cur-ma- 
ter Chriſt, Ifbetakon: Huber ſubborne furdic hearcin: 
Land.a S050 LS ieionbeahenncd.: -Is 
un ſelfe canoe make; miſoionorhe kckeoffinne,) 


4 | 4 


whom thaGaſpeliicannvtonre? it vs; 4u 3d der 
fire thoſe whoſe con(cience rw This day arch 
them that yet they arc blinde, andthofe that brayy 
tout, andſay; Shall feare thefaceofa man? ng, 
nol ſcorne ir; I beleech you ler me dealte withyoy, 
 doenortbraveitour fo, for itis the greateſt miſe. 
 riennder the Sunne, for thou doſt: as good avrs 

_ fav thouwiltnothaverhe word of God re works 
apomthees Jamr'1.2 1, The wordofGodis ableto 

| favethee; andto ſanQifie thee; andarc chou'yer 
 poltared and defiled?:Oh;ruke heed of ir; goe and 
 bemone- thy.ſaule ro the Lord; and: fay, Good 
| Lord;fach a drunkardicthou haſtmer with; ſuch; 
\ proud heartthon. haſt humbled, and: ſach a ſtab 
(| (nc; rhe thou haſt pluckcupon his knees; and 
 ifdrankardsbe humbled,iftbe ignorartbe inſtm- 


uw then whatia awfed! heatr have'T, that'was 
| looſeand:vile,and baſcandprofanc before, awdfo 
_ Tam now. [Itel} chee,wharcan yon thinke of you! 
 felves? ifrheSpiritgoewith the word , andrhoi 
_ mockearit, thy condirionis lamentible. 
Exhortation: Then yowareto be intreared, it 
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—— common nn mann 
know — itas LOG TT 
Fon heave tie word, doe wha you wil withns, 


'» 
ppaſing' and-gainſaying tt, tboures to 
| awe your ar ro ſettle all diſtempers, wipe 
allcarping diy ed evthey peſ 
inuponthee; -: 

Burhovw ſhall —_ ſoules to doethis? 06, 

By conſidering theſe two orthree meanes; : Anſw; 
m_ coi torhave thy foule convitted, = 
| that the holy Ghoſt 'is-there- arovphinyin x the 
| word, 45 doch, (uf elſe howeonld itreveale th 

W ſiones?) bur alſo per{wade thy heart thatitis io, 

| apprehend the power of the Spiritof Gotl'; for a3 

 weapprehend tlie Spiritof the Lord to bein the 
word, fomuch the word will worke'tponthee; as 
it was with the Iſraelites, x S#m:8:19. compared 
with 1 Sa 12.18, What isthe reaſon theydb fo 
atthe one, and-not urthe-ocher? why, didthey 

| feare the one more than the other 2-becauferhey 
6 robe inthe one, indoor nr 
other. 

Confelſe andknow, thatnorone wordof God 
ſhall fall tothe ground : there thott haft heard,if a 
man did heare thonder, and knew it would fall 
upon him, it would awe him, The wordof t 
Lordis as thanderfrom heaven,iri$ not 

of man, bur of Goat; thonconk dr, 
- faile> chenthe mordhurGod 


Elluponme, 
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, Conſider, thar when judgement hirs,. it isine 


- mentcame, itwould not:hir bimyif irdid hithin, 


jrhis would comfort him fitth 


- butitthoudoſtnorRoope, itwill hit, andthatis 
. recoverably ; therefore labour to tremble ar God 


wand, :- -. -:.:; 


_ -.. Wecomenowtoſcehowithe Lord workeswy: 


on the ſoule. Firſt, he lets a light incothe minds, 
for what the eye never ſeeth, the heart neverdeſs 


BR ret ROpeRcver expeds, that joy'never delight; 


t the ſoule never crmbraceth;' burthe ſoul 


| hangs a farre off, apd dares not belecve thar Chyil 
| will have mercyupon him; 'Godis ajuſt God;and 
| beavile ſinner, therefore God will nevet caſttie 
. | eyeo- pitie and compaſiion-upon him, therefore 
_ theSpirit lets inalight.inro kis heart, andd/ſeo 
| vers unto him ,. that God: will:deale graciouſly 
with him,and dozgood untohim; 


Hence, That.the Spiris of the Lord gives ſpecial 


 motice of Gody. acceptance ta:che ſonle! atwly humblei: 


\ Mexcie isgenerally propounded tothe foule inthe 
_ Golpell, but there is a ſpeciall bringing home0f 
| mercy tothe ſoule by the Spirit, that hee ſtrikes 


the bargaine.. :There is many a chapmat 


thro 

. . paſſethby che Rall, and ſeeth the meat, andthd 
, commodlty lye, that is tendred him, and follows 
| him hame tohis houſe, if he purpoſeto ſell: ſoit 
| GU enough to tender miercy,and offer Lay 
 falyation by the Goſpall, 'forchis wesoften dot 
and youwill not oncelpokear them bar caſt them 


| k F# # 2 
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way, and nomanbuyeth them 5 bur if tit m"_ 
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© The Senleseffe® nalfcallfuy de Criſt. 


FGod cakes themnirthand, he will firike tho bar. © 
_ through, hee will follow thee home'to thy * 


ouſe; to thy'cloſet,, to thy heatt, hee will wooe 


thee, be thay never ſo'toy, .be thou mever'ſo ſtub. 
borne, be thon never'fo way ward; the Lord will 


bring thee to give entertainment tothe Eord'Je« 


ſus,and to Gods mercy,in andthrough him, + 7obx 
5:20, a3if he had ſaid, A'manofhimſelfehathgo -: 


minde, no underſtandingto conceiveofthe'Lord 


Teſas,and of the freenefle of Gods mercy in Chriſt; 


Chriſt hath given us this minde, he hath given 


buttake hotice of the cotmncell holden in'the high | 


' Court of Parliament, 'concerning his ſalvation: . 
It is with a ſinner, as it is with a man that firs in 
darkneſſe, baply he ſeeth'a light 'inthe ſtreet one 


ofa window, but he fits ſtillin darknefie,and is in 
the dungeon all the while, and thinkes, how good 


& were itzif aman might enjoy that hght'::Somany 


a poore humble-heartedbroken (inner, ſeeth and 
hath an inkling of Gods'mercies, he heareth the 
Saints ſpeake of Gods love;and his goodnefle,and 


Tompaſlion; ah, thinkes he, how happy arethey, 
bleſſed are they, what an excellent condition are 


thep in! but he is in darkneffe (till; and never had 
a dropofmercy vouchſafed-untobim* atlaſt the 
Lordiets alight inhis honſe, and putsthe candle 
into his owne hand,and makes him ſee by particu- 
ſhalt be layed : this is particular notice; = 

For the-opening of the poinr, obſerve two 


Se $f | x, The 


—_— 


$22 los The Bonkr effenalleaingreChiltt, = 


' 1. The manner how cheSpinirdomic; | ')!- 
+ The reaſor why rhe Spiricancly.eak dok; 
|  Forthefirſt, = pron ma ae A 
bow the Lord doth give ethisnorice 
candle comestobee lighted, and x ag rim 
Gods mercy comesin, as by ſo cranies ins 
. theſoule, it is diſcernedin threepa becepdſlages 
TheSpiricofthe Lond mecainjaviet abun 
broken, lowly, ſelfe-denying ſinner, forofhim'1 
 ſpeake; heerhat is a proud ſtout heavced 
 Gad give him notice of hismere ? no, Gods 
 givebim -norice of ſomething elle, he Chall bat 
notice ofjuadgements 8: hell cetlerhim havethit 
' which belongs nnco him, /ndgement ro whomudee 
ment belenyerb:buae | ſpeake of an humbledfinner 
through which he may be enabled, and by which 
| be maybe fitrtedto entercaine the things 
The nacurall man perceiverh nor ns ing 
| God, neither can he z why ? becauſe chey are ſpitk 
if ally ditcerned,, So that there muftbe a' 
all light in him, 'beforethe ſoule can ſee ſpiritnal 
 _ things withour, 1 Cor. 2, 12. Weehaye Not rece1- 
vedthe ſpirirof the world, which isthe fpirit of 
- Ignorance and darknefſe, thar polleſſerh all the 
world: the world lyeth in darknefſe and infinne; 
there istheſpirir of the Devill and rerrour inthe 
a of wicked men; but 5onhavenor received 
j the ſokic of hoberii on eodeyou eFignk 
_ Jou,but you havereccived the Spirit ofthe Lort, 
| &s who ſhould fy, Noman doth, no nine 
| knowthethings of Gods free grace, 'rich mercy, 
| —_—— compatiion | in the Lord, No —_ 
1 ; ee 


m4 


arp 19 vl =Y ——— ther thownidiſt 
ſee: andnowthe humbled Ginn-rbegfnsro-ſce. like 
he man in the Goſpell, fomelightandgliomer- 
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ing about his anderftanding, that he car lovicin> 
roand diſcerne the ſpirimaiiettings of God, 


- Then the Lord layes before him.all the riches 2. «Poſe. 
of the treaſures of His grace, the Spix.tbrings'oar 
pfthe ftore-houfe,, ourof rhe boſoame of God the - 


ather, thoſe render mercies and compatfions, 
hich never yet ſaw the Sande, which-neither 
Nen. nor Angels ever dreamed of, and the Spirie 
foth commugicate then CT —_— hath 
et the ſpiritual lighrimo z Ep 9. there they 


re called be anſtarchable ri rafonk and'it is a 
yery ignificant phraſe; at the word rmpties'fuch 


jches.ava mancaa never fee a foot-ſtepof them. 

30d now doth as fome Trades-men doe, he harty 
deale of wares in his ſtore-houfe, but the bayer 
nd paſſenger ſeeth govrhoſe, batonly'them char 


re for enTapon che vl : {> iris withi the: Lord 


fa; ; hee doth-preſentonco theviewof crheuns 
erſtanding of the mind enlightned, alt rttiofs 
oncelvable incomprehenſible treaſures of his 
1erey in the Lord: Jeſt, If a' man bave no epe; 
eccarinor ſee, ithee have aneye; andhaveno - 
diet, nor colours before him, hee cannor ſeep 
therefore chis Loedgives'an eyero'the bows 
ry aad when hee bath given 
hen hee fayes cdlours before him, ctharheer 
*and Joke, and fall iv love wich rhe rreaſti - 


a7 ao , 
'- "Rl mo ow 


The Taft 


"of mercy 'and comipaſiion, :'2 Cor. 3.>the fon ; 
 laft verſes, the 'Texr: ſaith}, The vaile of bling 


_nd& weaken from our: minds, and then the faink 
| oneaturwenr can Jasih a glafſe, all and 
mercy, 'abd __ 10n that God lay cth: befoty 
| bimb in Chriſt, yea + huntled fro —_ nn 
otten an eye, and ſome ſpiritual eye: 
5 Lord hack brought within his view, allth: 
- riches ani treaſures of the Lord Jeſus "Chill 
and the Soule faith, oh, that mercy, andgracegnd 
pardon were mine : Oh, that my .ſinnes wett 
done away. The Lord faith, | will refreſh then 
that archeavy laden: Oh, that I had'thatrehs 
ſhing | Cthih Souls, ; You' ſhall havereſt, ſail 
— Ged: Oh, that I had reſt roo, ſaith the fouk: 
Now the Soule beginnerh to looke aftertheme 
\.,  cieandcompaſſionwhichis laid before it. | | 
3 Paſſage. The Spirit ofthe Lorddorthwitneſfe or centify, 
 throughlyand effectually tothe Sovle, tharthi 
mercy belongs to him : that is theupſhor of tt 
notice God givesto the Soule, +1 12115 b1 
- The third ſtroke of the Spirit, ſtrikes tht 6 
the bargaige, and makes the underſtanding co 
with that grace and mercy, ſet forth>unto it; anl 
withour this the Soule of an-humble broken] ea 
. ted- ſinner hath no gropndto gae - 360y 58 Pele 
ving in Seripuncizcalled&omeing OW nom! 
can. goe without ſome ground zcow:this 15-1 
ground, without which: — Soule bach, 40 Dol 
tome to beare ir: up,cither- to-come, to Chriſty 
perſwade itfilfe of mercy in Chriſt. What; 0 
_ It doe any. hungry | ſtomacke., | 


14 
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hat- there is 'aygriat deale ofchetre, and dainties 
>royided for ſuch and fach men';'what is itta 
zim, ifhe have them not? Take a begger that hath 
\ thouſand pound told before him4 hee: may ap= 
zrehend the fammie-offo muchgald;andfo mucts 
lyec;but whatisthar all to mee, faith he, ifinthe 
neane time I die and ſtarve? Ir falls, out'in this 
aſe with abroken; hearted:finner; as wich a pro+ . 
ligall-childe $ the prodigall -he«harh:-ſpenr his 
neanes, andabufed his Fatter; the prodigall hath' _ 
now muck need, the:famine-1s in the land, and 
doverty is befalne him, and: hee:knowes there 
was meat. cnOugh;- ard cloaths enough; in his 
athershouſe bur afas-bee can expe&-no;kind- 
nefle from hisFather, but only bis heavydiſplea- 
re : if any man ſhould ſay, goe to-your Father, 
'eewillgive yqu a portion: of a-bundred pounds 
22aine; dos you thinke the ptodigall would be- 
evethis2 no, na, ke would anſwer thus; haply 
ny:Father willimpriſon wee, orſenda Sergeant 
o.arreft mee;xQran executioner totakeaway my 
ife ,4Cis'my Father-that: I! have offended, my 
portion I haveſpent, andhisanger I have incen- 
ct; and what, will hee receive mee 2 no, I wilt 
ever beleeveir. -Indeed, had Ibecnea ggod huſ- 
and, 1 might have had bisfavour, and-increaſed 
y eſtate, but-T have loſt his favour, my-owne 
tate, patrimony. and all : but if a man ſhould 
ome and tell. him now, that. he heard his Father 
ay ſoy. and bring; a certificate ynder bis Fathers 
and that it was ſo; this would draw him inte 
ame hope, that his-Father meant well towards 
|. L "8 him.s .- 
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bim :ſoiris witiythe. firiner, whcnhe is ave 
henlſive of all his rebellions; that hee hath heaps 

up againſt Gods mercy, and fp:rir and gr.ceyh 
hisdeclining from che truth; Tfa'man ſhouldul 
{uch a fouley got roGod; he willgive you ape 
on of a di thouſund pounds a yeerc, thati 
hee will give you. abundunce of mercy aridie 
paſſion, rhe Soule cathhotbeleeveir, but thinks 
what I mercy ? no: ho,/blefſed arc thcythatwialy 
hambly before God; and conforme their liyesas 
ſwcrabletoGods word, tecthem take it, bot 
cruthis,itis mercy I have oppoſed,it'is pracethal 
have rejeted, nomercy,' no orace for mee'y ya ( 
carinot wooe the ſoule tobe iperſwaded,forw 
th nke that there is mercy for him: .But ifGd 
ſend a meſſenger from heaven, or-if under tit 
hand of his ſpirit, that heedorh-accept'of 1 bin 
and will doe good ro him;:und paſſe by allfo 
mer f1: nes, | and ſhew favour to him + this-maxt 
the ſoule grow into ſomchope, rhris is rave 
wherenpon the! ſoute:goerh roithe Lord. :Tiu 
ftLord performeth to the fopls, Thar wird 
Dkvid prayes for, Pſalm. 35. 3. the Prophets 
nor conrented that there was falvation 1nUW 
hand, heeknew that God hada worldof mete 
and atvyr: 0, arid pardon lyingby bim ; butD 
vid "Pra yes :0God, SEP WNFO My ſoalle;tbou att »j 
varroy, teſtitic- it, ſpeake it home, Lord, 0 
more plainly, effeftually and: ſCanfibly, rl 
falvatioh witlvthice. Punt Was faved, 'and Aba 
wesTaved 3"bir whaviathin tories? Gyro 
foul, fy th 
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ies ſhall be forgiven, thy perfonaccepr 357 
| But now the-queſtion growes 00; But how ſhall 22eff. 
a man diſcover this tcſtification, and this wit- 
neffing of che ſpit, to. thehezre ofa bunjble bro- 
en hcarted (inner, that theſe things are ſo? : 
| This third worke of the-ſparit makes knowee it 43/w. 
elfe in three particulars? © W, 
| The ſpirit dorh-eviderce fo theſoule, broken T.Partre. 
and humbled, That the ſou/ebarh an-intereſt in 
this mercy, that it was appoirted for it,and Fehath 
co medd!c with it; jn.reaſon, we may obferverbat 
a witnefſe in acauſe.doth amarvellonſly cleare.it , 
at bebe wiſe andjudic'o353- and thethihg that be- 
fore was doub:full,comes now tobe apparant : as 
now n a' point of Law, two men contend for 
land ; now ifanapctent-wHe man' of ſome place, 
is called before the Judge at.the Allt{cs,and hee 
bares witncfſe upon h15 knowledge, thar tuch 
Lands have beegeinihe poſſeſſion of ſuch a.ggene- 
ration or family, forthe {pace of many yearcs.; 
01 is a ſpecial teftification, that thismanbeing 
that generation, heibath-intercſttotheſelands : 
So tis withithe witneſle-of Gods Spirit, - there is 
a controyerfie-hetweene' Satan and the foule, the 
fqulc ſaith, ,ob, that graceand .compallion might 
þc beltowed.an mee; why,'( faith Satan ) doſt 
hou corcciveafanymercy, or graceand Salvati- 
0 ?.marke thy, repellions againſt > Saviour, 
rr enarke- the rererchcdgifewpess of thy beat; nnd 
hs Srilifuy abhoaminations.of thy-life :,doſt-chan 
) nakeot mercy?Here is the controverlic,whetker 
PRI hanble aaa to, Or intereſt inche 
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The SouleseffeFnall calling roChiiſt, 
mercy of Gad ? Now the Spir:t of God con 
mingin, that cafts thz cauſe and makes'ir evidey, 
_- iFfachapeorchearthave inrereſt, and may mel. 
 dle and make challenge to mercy and -falvaticr 
becauſe it:hath 'beene prepared for them, fron 
| rhebeginning ofthe world to this very day.Noy 
this gives alight into the buſineſle,8& theevidene 
is fare, rbar:this man hath eitle to-allthe riches 
_ - and compallion- of the Lord Jeſus ; Hs. 2. 34, 
| Every poore creature thinkes, that God thinks 
fo of him, as hee thinkes of himfelfe-; and he 
, thinkes God intends marvellous grievous thing 
againſt him; and*if chere be any-judgement & 
nounced, or any plague revealed, the ſoule fir} 
and fincks, and rhinkes with himfelfe-thys; 
wretch, the kord-ſpake to mee and intendedmeer; 
the'Lord threatned mee, and denounced-jadge 
ment againſt mee ; andone day he will bring al 
theſe plagues upon mee, all ſhall be made goo 
upon this wretched heart of mine oneday, wht 
asthe Spirit of the Lord judgeth otherwiſe, ani 
God meanes well towards him, ahd intends good 
to Aall you that haye beene brokenfor your (ifs, 
and there- js witneſſe of irtin heaven, and itſhll 
be made good to your owne <confſciences, Cl 
came not $0 call the righteows, but- fanners, bro 
ken, abaſed, vile, wretched, carnall ſirmers :d8 
not thinke hee will keepe any old reckonings 
minde; Chriſt came inro-the world, only rofl 
cour fintull humbled wretches ;hee- only came" 
call ſinners, not your proud, haughty jufticiz* 
that traſt ia their owne performanees: 10 
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he Soules effeciuall calling ro Chriſt, 


aiferable, vile; broken,abaſed finners therefore 
now herc is ſome ground; and light com? in, that 
wee have todoe with mercy. Pſalm. $0: 3. Cauſe 
thy face to ſhine upon mee,” 1i'a' man be in a deepe 
darckedungeon, he cannot tell when jtis light; hee 
may aske, isitlight >burelſe hee cannot tell :But 
an humbled finer is like a man ſtandirg full gpon 
the Sunne riting, this f:ce of Gods mercy ſhines - 
full npon him, -the Lord lers inthe inclination of 
his kirdnefſe, and mikes knownethe ſurenefſeof 
his favour in the Lord Jeſus Chriſt 5now the ſoule 
hach ſome apprehenfion thart-he hath todoewich 


Nercy. 


' The Spirit doth ratifie that it. tereſt as the ſoule 2, Particle. 


now hath, as intended towards him, and prepa- 
red for him , hee makes it good to the heart, and 
cſtabliſheth ir,-and' makes it fare to the ſoule: 
This isthe nature of a witneſſea: it be ſufficient xs 


the Lord provides, That in the\ mouth of twa or 


hree wieneſſes ,- every word ſhall bee eſtabliſhed, 
foivis with the reftimony,or teſtification of Gods 
Sptrit, for the Spirit doth' not beare witneſlca- 
lene, but the Father from heaven, and the Sonne 
in hcaven doth joyne witnefſe with the Spirir , 
and the court is in heaven where this controver- 
ſte muſt be ſcanned, and now the Sprtrit dothby 
witneſle promiſe, that all-this mercy ſhall be 
made good and given, & rhe humbled heart ſhall 
be made poſſeſſor thereof; rence it isthat the foule 
omes to he deeply ſetled herein; for God cannot 
deny himſelfe, nor wy! tne : thisis the maine 
ground and tenour, whereupon wee hold eyer- 
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- The Soules effeFuall calling roChrift, 
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laſting happineſle ;-you know 1n'men of grey 

eſtate, if their leaſe had becne naught, andthe 

rer.our falſe, rhis ſtaggers them deeply , therfox 

| every man lat ours to make his tenour @s geod 

|  kce can, thinke on it, the maiatainer of all thi 

000, that a Saint cf God hath, all his hope 

Tife and ſalvation, hangsupan the mainehold je 

\ free promite of the Lord, the certaine faighlal 

promiſe ofthe Lord,in$ t} rough Jeſis-Chriltyy 

"thereſtimony-of the Spirit; you tharare ſandifid 

by Chriſt, know nothing, vnlefſe you knowhay 

to live by a promiſe in ſame mea ure : Nowni 

promiſe 18. not only abare word of God, and 

bare intimation of ſome will and inrendmentd 

7 ' good, bur itis akindof ingagemeat, whine 

_ | |. Lord doth lay his truth 40 pawne, hereis g 

7, WBWAaz _ A1urety fora poore humbled ſoule, it-{halliy 
doubredly be beſtowed upon bim- he dothiit 

only intcnd well unto him;hce dothnot oulyot6 
pare mercy for him,burt gow he ties & bindshish 

-ſelfe , ſo that be'cannot goe back x you ſec non, 

this is the bottome to beare up the wy wha 

the Lord doth plcaſe toingxe himſelfFFoats 

ken hearted ſinner, that hee ſhall be madetobv4 

leeve,-and wade to live by his beleeving 2 Lbt 

ſeech'yon take notice of it, this is. the,tcnour il 

covenant-of God with.a brckem(finner ;'heecs 

-him graciouſly, and then promiſes-tobeſtowm 

cy.upon him, 2.-C#F. 6.18. Come our fros 

 mongrhem , whatchen? wharz{halll forſaked 

; my-old companions 2 (hall I reguageall comm! 
 dities th-atIbaye covetetd? allthe;hogouriad 
gg | pO _ - or 
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The Soales effe®uall calling ro Chriſt, wa 
orld which I haveaffcted? Yes, faithr:e Lord; L 

Me out from themall , abandonthem, loſeall-: 

hes, and be impoveriſhed, loſe all honour, and 

e abaſed z ab, bart what ſhall wee get by ic? why 
ket, / will be your: Ged, "that is, I will. ingage 
y (cle, aud paſſe over the ricle of all my mercy, 
11 gooinefſe, and compaſſion, andall that I have- 
2u {hall have, all is'yours.; and what then? Few: 
all bee my people 5 marke that, hee is obliged To 
poore hambled heart, as-if he had faid, I wittbe 

pur God, and ſupply your wants, and wors graci 
af); for you : as'itwas with 4brahazm, the Father 

F the faxthfall , ſo irmuſt be with: the faichfull 

rvants of God; Gen..12. 3, Now whit thereis 
omiſcd to: 4braham, hepromiteeh to all his chil-' 
en, xoall the f.arhfullt ir is thus with thee that 

00 maſt bid aduerothy country angfriends, 

hd though thou liveſt with thy Father, ' yer chow 

areſt, his baſe' courſes, and though thou liveſt - 

ith chy fricuds, yer-thoa hateſt:their: wicked 
aRices, and thou haft forſaken thy gad pride; 

id thy god cavetoutſnefle, and thy god drunken - 

ſſe,and the like ;rhou knoweſt God will blefe . 

ec, he hath bound himſcife, and canaor goe 

acke, this is the ground of the ſpeech : x /obs, 2.; 

5. Erernall life is the thingichere promiſed, bur: . 

dw can wee imritle ourſelves m this ? the text 

th, thisis the promiſe he hath promiſed, that. 

18, he did freely and frankly, and of hamſeite, 

"88d outofhis owne good will angage!;cmfetfe-to - 

08 ve and beſtow this promife upon us; 'here4s the 

rand ground of: all his promiſe, - This is che - 
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' differenceberweene the firſtand ſecond covenaty 
| God did-covenant with Adzm,; that he ſhau 
five upon the ground; rhat he-ſhould doe Ne 
becauſe the' cayenant gf*etcrnalt-life: depends 
' epon doing, it was not certaine to himrandij 
poſterity, bitloſt it ; bar our eternal! life dep 
dcrh upogrhepromile of God, and thereforeitj 
- furebecaule Gad cannottaile, |'cannutchangeſi 
promiſe cannot bealtred « # we obſerve thee 
ditions, etednall life is ſure unto a broken heart 
finner 3 hence comeall thoſe phraſes inthisKkit 
wee are xcalled- children. of tbe: promiſe, whats 
that ? why,-the very promiſe. of God-mukes 
children ;-wee are begotten ard made rhe Sonnd 
of Gad : heis called in Eſay,The everlafiing Fatht 
hee hath begotten usby the word, and the fepdd 
the promgſe which is ſowne in our hearts, bywi 
vertucof the ſeed and rhe-Spiric of grace, acea 
pany1n hed ', wee have-power t0 1c - 
Chriſt and the'Spirit of Chriſt; and:ſo tobe 
the Sonnes. o&-Ggd.: Þhis is: the reaſon of tid 
_ phraſe in Scripture, areiner children of che'fh 
but ef the promiſe &alſoof this in Gal. 3. laſt 
. We are made beires by the promiſe,it makes us hein 
that is, looke whatever ground, orhope, orb 
of cternall life,an glory,% bleſſednefſe,yoult 
t by the vertue of the promiſe, all is by a Promil 
grace and goodrnefſe ts communicated tous bj 
promiſe, this is @ur-life,. and all our hold, tht 
tore the Goſpell is nade to. be the. ceſtame9i 
Jelus Chriſt ; asby one8 laſt will and teſtamenh 
8140 leaycs his gaads and lands to: his poſteitl 
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the Lord Jeſus Chriſt 

aveth.one kegacie of mercie; and grace, anid par- 
21, and ftrengthy roallhumblebroken hearted: 
irits, Galach.3.15-\though itberbuir a mans co-: 
nant, faith hee, when ztis confirmed; noman 
dth abrogate ir, bur if'a man feale 1t; 

me it with his bloud,then it isfully 

man will; no wan can'difanullirgSc 

avCs a Legacie of mercieto/you, andobfawn 


[t promiſe, the Lalt Leys 
re the promiſe no man cat alter; Toby 


e and peace behind him; 
y 113 bloud,and hetwwillma 
Ir ever. 2% Ott pt | 
The witneſſe makes the ſonle yeeld unto what Partie. 3+ 
de ſpirit hath witneſſed As the wicnefles'in o- 
n court inamartex.of law, they make the cafe. 
are and evidentzthe-Jury they rakeir,the Judge 
dſcrves'it ,” you all know how the caſe goes, 
e witheſle ſafhigient, &c.. So whenthe wirnefe: 
Gods Spixic comes; bringing the hand of God: 
© Father, and the hand of rhe Sonne; touching! 
ods acceptance, it caſtsthe caufeclearely.Now 
1s judgement of the ſinner yetlds, and cannor. 
>: cloſe, ant ſubmic-it ſdfeanta the:rrath ;"chis: 
oY be meaning of char phfaſt before the rexrgthey 
call be taught of God, they.ſhill not only learne; 
> M "1, Bl 
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- The 'Soules effe8 unit calling ro Chriſt] 


but they ſhall be.caughr, they (hall bave theile 
ſon without barke, they ſhallbe made to-leam; 
and theretoretbetenonof the covenant is: this;y 
will write-rmy Law in rhe invard parts,audtheyſhi 
all know mee from the highef to the leatt: oblen 
the 2 Pet. 143; {tis a place of marvellons diffi 
tie,(this I take tobe the meaning) thereisenoup 
to fatigfic any'man;accordingtohis divine power 
he hathgiven unto us all things, that 18, the Lax 
by his alnwghty divine power, hath givenum{| 
us all things, either appertaining to this preſen 
' life herejoret@nall life hereafter. But bow com! 
this ropafſecharGod doth this? the: Texr faith 
It # through knowledye of hin, that bath called n1 
plory and vertue; the' word in-the original! 
through their qoknuowledyerent of him that hath a 
.' he ſonld doth norontly;barcly know; thi 
tits is gride and mercy:in Chriſt; the cyeof th 
underſtanding fs not only opened, but heenon 
comes roacknowledge the ſame, and ſabfcrib 
thereby thereunto: God ſaith, I will ſave thyſouk 
I will bethy God y the (onle ſaith; Iris true; Lot, 
will deny it no more,'I will giin-fay it no long 

Ina ward thin, gatherup the point, if it be 
that the Spirit,bythe witneſſe:thereof,dorh dif 
_ vertheincoreft we bave in grace, if ir doh» rafil 
the intcreſt w# it doth diſcover 4 nay, if it ma 
the judgemehe yecld to whar ic bath ratified, 
certifies effctually and vndeniably the truths 0 
grace and mercy-thus prepared and' ratified 
che ſaule, and the ſoule fairh; I confeſle ir Loi 
andctoſeththercwith, 
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The Soules frnal cabling je Chriſt 


"Way, may forme ſay, if this bee ſo; howihen Deſt. 
>mes it/to paſſe;that many: of Gods tdeare'chit- 
ren, how comes ir;; that many humiblehearted 
reatures never knew choymereniliedi never-had 

y ſpeciall intimation of; Gadriflyourghey canis 
»t ſay incrath,choydrectheLofds, i 4 25% 

| I ſpcake of bimthar hath hadthe workof pre. defi, 
aration fully and ſubſtan tially upon bixſonle; 1 
jeake this;thatnoſcramblinghyportire;nor'ſin- 
[l wretchi may come:and ſcramble for com br; 

nd ſ(ogotuwayanddeceive fiimſelfe lane? 

now therefore, foranfwer:cherenhes z,5 100 510 

' There isa Jouble knowledge, the firſt is rhis:: 

| A naked ſimple'apprehenfion of a-rrath”,-a 
heere cloſnre 'of ©1mans'/minde,.with''a' ried 
laine rich revealed, defer >jachemondAfch 
is ſo. 5; £ 

Secondly, here icariflefting a; whena man 
dokes over:his underſtanding,andlabonrs to diſ- 
rrne the worke thereof, not only apprehengine 
hat was laid beforetim® but when heidorl a 
rehend that he dorh apprehend, when he kind 
at he doth know'it,) marke that pl ace for wee 
111 carry Scriprure withus; iodgs | Heroby we 
ow, thar we'kwow him; faith the Texte, ifwee 7 ing 

is Commuahdeinency," A man may kriow a ' thitig 

d yet not know thathe doth know {6 Mey its 
care, every Saint 'of God: barty etic!frſt-knows 
doe, thar-is every mah tate eh walled 7a 

urh, dotwiappratend;y/and endtatbradly up 
ithrhe worke6ftheSpirit,mikihe! 

; o_ chemercie'6f Gin - any thay worlts, 


and 


te... ad. ITY 


The SeuleseffeBuall calling roChriſt, 


and;moſt men doe ;/the fecond worke they gg 
rorknowthatthey knowzthe Scriprureſzithitly 
the Devilthimſelterules in the hearts of the dj 
drenof diſobedience, that is, he caſts in a feeds 
errcur, and.deluſion , and; corruption into th 
hearts of wickedmen, and:by his:deluſions thy 
entettaihe thoſe !errours, embrace baſe cours 
Now notione amorg a thouſand can ſay that th 
Devill doth-thns, this is done by.yertne'of Sata, 
and pethedothnor {ce it; nay, there jsa veile 
Saranupon theſaule, rhereis: a ſecd of Satini 
the ſoule,. andithe ſoule:cloſeth with ir, and yu 
hee apprehends it-not+z ſo _ fairhfirll ſou 
1s ruled by Gods Spirit, and the ſeed of Gods Sy 
rit is flung into. bis minde; and cfoſerh rherewil 
but hee cannotidiſcerrie the worke of the Spii 
working upon him, the one governed by Satay 
theotherenlighened by the Spirit, but neithercu 
4.9 En know,what rhey doe know inthi 
KInCE.' ©: Wy F PII FA RI» 


Ld 


.-., Becauſe onely the Spiritof the Lordknowe 
the Lords minde, it 1s only: privie toGods cout 
- fels, and ir only underſtands rhe fecrets of God 
love, and thercfore it .orily.canreveale them al 
cammunicatetliem; Macth.1 1.257, 'Now becail 
_ theholy Spirit proceedeth from-the Father a 
the Sonne, he can, nay, he doth make knownetl 
Counſels of both, and ſo removes all objeQ&on 
and cleares all.cavils'; itisa point of confidetit 
_ on to you thatare weake ones, ſatisfationiv? 
themeanes of Chriſt.the Sonne hyethdownct 
price, and doth ſatisfie, the Spirit doth certif 


#44 


The Soules effetFuallcalling roChriſt, . 
into the ſoule, that the Son hath ſarisfied for the 
negle&t of what Godever required at our hands; 
nd for the committing of what 'ever God hath 
forbidden ; now the ſoule 1s fully fatisfied ; As 
or example ;. Take a creditor ,'to whonr the 
1:bror oweth money,haply the debtor is arreſted 
or his not paying the debt; the ſurety he:comes 
and layes downe rhe debt: now the debtor is.un< 
acquainted with this, unleffe therebe a meſſenger 
hat brings acertificatunder the handofthe credi- 
our that he is paid;/and:the ſurety hath diſchats 
ped the debt, and: hee 18-qutirted 3zwhenhe heares 
this, his heart is fally quieted:: So here the Lord 
I-ſus is the Sarety, the Farher is the Creditour, 
zur ſoules are the debt ,,now the SpiritofGod he 
Is the Meſſenger,  an:| he brings under the hand of 
1, of God the Father, and #lie Lord: Jeſus 
Chriſt, an acquittance to our ſoules, that what 
ver finnes wee have committed, are: pardoned 
hrough Chriſt ; and this fully contents the ſonle: 
Markey Coy: 2. 103 yea, the deepe things of God; 
aswho ſhould ſay, how can you tell.'\chat Gods 
minde is towards us, andthat hee willpardon 2: 
why, theſe are ſecrets; aye, butthe Spirit of the 
ord knowes, and ſcarcheth ehedeepe things of - 
God that which eye never ſaw, that which the 
Angels in: heaven cannot tellyou, that w*ball-rhe 
en inthe world cannotrevealeunto you, with- 
put Gad be with chem; that your names are wrir- 
ren in the Booke of Life, you-ſhall,beeiaccepred, 
eſe: are deepe things, but the Spirit reveales 
them: This is the firſt-Reaſon, the Spiric onely 
, knowes> 


——_—_—. 
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| knowesrhe minde; therefore, itonlyican give, 
_ ricethercofunrotheſonles 04) 5 Io 20a 


\{Ehie Spirit only can break thorow-al hoſemiſk; 
and clouds of ignorz1:ce and blindneſſe, that ar 
inour minds, which oppoſe thts worke ; nay,'it 
can bearedowne all choſe diſtempers arid diſcos 
ragements, which make us-unfiry and uiablet 
receive tkeevidenceof Gods fove atid goodheſſ 
inthe Lord Jeſas Chriſt, for rheſe two things an 


_ inthe beartof a ſinner, that marvellouſly oppoſe 


Hindy.1. 


Hindy.2, 


 thinkes and ſayes; This proud heart iwill aeverbe 


the evidence of Gods favourmwtothe ſoules' i) 
:Ehat.every manhath a'veile of ignoranceore 


' his heard, Cop; J- 15. Nowthe yeile of ignorattee 


no hand can rend it, ncne can remoye it,but onl 
theSpiritof God The godof the worl# blinderth 
eyes of rherwicked; why then ivmuſt be the Spiti 


oi God, the Spirirof anocher worldyf hicane the 


Spirit of Chriſt that muſt open the eyes, and take 
away the veiles, and clouds, and miſts, - hat the 


godof rhe world cafts before the eye; 7” ' 


_ Art deſperate difcouragements; when 4 poor 
finner is plunged in the apprehienfion of all the 
evi] which he hath committed, and-in the agyys 
vation of alf thoſe fins whereby God harh beet 
diſhonoured s when the' ſoule obſerves this, kt 
humbled, this utregenerare- heart will neverbe 
lattified, the Lord'never intends good to nf 


ſoute, iris irapoſible that ſo many corre@ions;0 


lang commued, ſhould ever be pardoned, het 
the foule kinkes:downe ut deſperate diſcourage 


_ 


S . 
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hat can ler a lighe into the ſoule, there is cone 
>ut the hand of the Lord,thatcanrend,and pluck, 
ad pull a poore fainting, defpairing, dying, fin- 
ing heart, under the burthen of his manifold 
bominations, none but the Almighty hand of 
Almighty God can'doethisz whenic:s night, 
11 the candles in; the-world cannor' take - away 
he darknefſe,; ſoall the.meanes of grace and fal- 
ation, all the candle-light.of the Miniftery,they 
re all good helps , but che darknefle of the night 
vill not be gone, before the Sun of Righteous 
eſſe ariſe in ourhearts, Hence it comes to paſſe, 
hat it is a very difficult matter to give comfort to 
pore diſtreſſed foule, Pſal.40.1, Marke what'a 
o.lc there is tO give comfort;all the world cannor 
omfort- them, and perſwade them: I ſhall one 
ay periſh, ſay they, I ſhall oneday goe downs 
d hell, let all che Miniſters under heaven fay 
hat they will; Comfors yee, comfort yee, faith the 
ord, as who ſhould fay,they willnotbe comfor- 
d, they w.llnotthinke, nor be reſolved of it1"T 
nercy and T comfort? itis a bkely matrer.it-will” 
ever be, it never can be, I ſball never ſee thar- 
ay: will che Lord pardon me Idoe nor thinke 
, 1 cannot beleeye it, God 1s a-jaſt God; and a 
zhreonsGod, and1-am'avile wickeltwrereh;” 
Is mercy that Lhave deſpiſed and trampled uy 
er my feet, and I mercy? no certainly, there is 
ſuch matter this makes the:Lord have ſtch 4 
*c, Comfort. yees comfort;zes, the third time, -and* 
t they will receivenone,, We Miniftersof che- 
olpcllobſerye by experiencezbatwe meer _ 


Ta ) Fare . 8 k es " 4 " 1 WORK" OY >, 
. . TP p 0 ed. > Re * 4 be? as 41 Ty 4 © pO OR OO LE ar Fy mu IC Au F 
[ . S G yo ir ht an; 1," . & Y Mb 42% © Ante 48 $0 " 
wwe e—_—_— oro NN, e . 


4 
pf 
b, 
It 
ts 
to 
k 
Ire 
yh 
(+ 
# 
i 
t 
fit 
he 
the 
he 


3 
« wt. a iag 4 0 A l Rf 1 wk ; 
YO Ee une vs AAA IIS WY Pa, 5 Pro. - 


52SEC ETHTH2 


> 
F 
: 


% 


The Soulereffeualt calling ro Chriſt. 


ſome ſoules that aregone tothe bottome of hell! 


fomerimes by ther aitempers, and wee ma 
knowne the promiſes, propound arguments, * 
downe reaſons, but nothing cakes'place, cothing 
ptevaites, all js preſencly forgotten, and youhad 
as good fay nothing, all is forgotten ; therefore 


- none but Gods Spirit can doe it, hee muſt come 


from heaven, and ſay, Comfort yee, comfort yee my 
people: ler metherefore ſpeake to you that areMi- 


. niſters, you doz well to labour to give comfortto 


_ you goefaheaven Þ| No, no ſuch matter; mark 
what the Devill ſuggeſts, rake thy pleaſare, it if 
bur balfe an houreswork when youlie upon yout 
deathebed , if vou can bur then cry to God for 
 mercy,and for forgiveues,it isenongh : this istht 


a'poore-fainting foule, but alwayes fay, Comfort 
Lord, fay unto this poore foule thay art his ſalve 
tion ; Lord {peake comfort,and ſay to ſuch a one, 
His finnes ſhall be par.!oned, mercy ſhall bee be- 


ſtowedupon him, his in;quities are forgiven ;itis 
|that wee obſerve in'the policie of Saran, Sarat 


bath two Policies: TSES © 
- . Firſt, if-he can, hee will keepe a man thar hee 


ſhall never ſee his fins ; thereforc hee labours to 


doe away all plagues and judgemcnts-from the 
apprehenſion of the-ſoule ;and therefore when 
the Miniſter comes home to the conſcience, and 
faich, Whar, you have heaven? whar, proud and 


profane, and oppoſe God and his ordinances,and 


firſt Policie to keepe a man from ſeeing his ſins} 


and thus the ſoule is Content to carr V hel-gates of 


 hisbacke, andathouſand ——— 


vertroubled. 


—_——— 


—_——— 
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"Well, haply the Lord enlightens che fouls of 


ch afinnet,-and ſets his finnesbefore tim, atid 
aith, here arethy (ins, and for theſe thy fins thon 
alt be ſent packingtohell; now he cannot look 
of his ſins, but the VWWord.reveales:them; and the 
Spirit ſettles themg thoumaiſt cake thy;pleaſures, 
ad live in thy ſins, buethe end will be bitter, for 
|| theſe ſins God will viſit thee; God will exe- 
ate jadgement upon thee ;;thenithe foule trierh 
his heart, examines his:-paths,: and begins to: pore 
bn his corruptians' z wheh-Satan/ſeesthis, be :la- 
ours todraw him away,/ard ſends druriken com- 
panions unto him, that they may take his minde 
pf f:om his fins. Fin rea 


But if Satan cannotkeepe him from ſteing his: 2, policie. 


ns, then he ſhall ſee nothing bur fin; before hee 
as frolicke, and braveeit our, and kickt mercie 
nto the kennell, and he would doe what he lift ; 


iniſters tell mec of grace 2nd, no, T willfollow 
y courſe; now. it is otherwiſe with-hir, be can _ 
ce nothing but judgements, and'plagues and cor- 


uptions, and ſo finks dowhe indiſcouragements: 
15 therefore there is nothing that canpurſaea ſin- 
cr, andimakehimſce bis fins, but:God;1othere 


$ nonevut the $pirirthatcan-lttdownea cordof 


nercy, and draw a poore ſinner ont from thebot- 
one of | el]; ſorhe Spirit kniowesthe ſecrets:0f 

dd, if the Spirit once ſettles rhele thingsupodt 
ce foule, and takes-away all hindervncestbatidee 
poſe the evidence of Gods favour, thentte Epi 


ir muſt only, cettifie Gods-love,and-mercy, and 


oodneſſe,tothe-ſonle of an humble broken bear- | 


ed ſinner, N © Triall: 


>. | 
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* FErialt:>wall your;put your ſelves upon trixll 
wilt you over-ſee*whether you ever hadanyny 
rice of Gods acceptance ? abſcrve then the aurhg 
of it, whence and of whom you had ir, this wil 
diſcover thetruth of it; when we miſtruſt goof 
newes from's farre Country we uſe to ſay, ith 
 goodindeed, bur js it certaine? whence had ya 
_. t? had youaletter from beyond (ea,or heardya 
from ſome Noble man, thar heard the letterread 
then it is cerraine : So there be-glad tidings 
peace and mercy. thcre is good newes from hes 
ven, God hath pardoned vile finncrs; God favs 
millions of meri, good newes, bur if ycur hean 
perſwade you for ccrtain,doe youthinke ſo,ordea 
others tell you [o? is it nothing bur idle ale-hotl 
talke? hath Gods Spirit ſealed it? doth God ſay 
thy ſole, thou art his ſervant, he th; King, tha 
his ſon, he thy Father? if it be ſo,thou maiſt pawn 
thy life on i, truſtro ir, the notice is good. Ii 
 malefaQorwere condemned, and a roguethathuti 
|  beene burnt inthe hand, who goes up and down 
with a paſle, ſuppoſe the one co forge his pardoh 
the other to conrterfeit his paſſe : A wiſe ml 
he knowes and underſtands rhe falſenefle of 
partie, and heſhall never ger any good by xt, it 
will ſtopthe rognewith the paſſe in his hand, a 
hang the traytor with his pardon abour his ne6 
SOIT; x Het are all Is _ N 
ves,” Turitiing up- and downe the tace or 6 
cs AvprngaduSrmbey looking after an0 
| ther Countryy now, what muſtbe ourpaſſe?s 
_  evidenceof the Spirit, thou that fajſt thoude 


{ 
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reſt notof Gods mercy,and the pardonof thyſins 


nadcr whoſe ſeale haſt thou e[:15-paxgdon?did{ i 8. 


come froma right Office, and from arigho Seale > 
then it is go0d, elſe the Lotd. will Ropirhes witch 
thy paſſe inthy hand, and hang hee wiehy pare 


donatout thy necke. 
But chen you willſay, how way wee ditems 


the notice of the Spicit of the Lord, from'ano- 


Queſt. 


ther nocice,and how may rho fialeny _—_ dit- 


cerne It. 


Difers in-thele thre@particulars 2 Firſt; in the 
ſpccialitic of it,jt is an evidence thar comes hone 
particularly to/the-ſaule. : Looke as it is\anulie 
conveyance of lands'and leafes, by joyne'inherks 
rance therein,haply the leaſe was made before the 
man had a childe, now if afterwards he have halfe 
a dozen children every oneinparticalar hathra:ri 
tleco it, intereſt tn thatiandyagrhougt chey wore 
mentioned in partjtalar,::So:the: Golpelbpres 
Pounds grace and: Mcrcyito all humbled foules; 
broken ;hearted. ſnuners: are mude-joynt! beires; 
2NC inherizorsvefcevordadſti imercÞ-youithar 
will 'come out.of ye ries, und: will 
touch ho ancleaneth haſtparticulari intes 
reftiq ER ere es by name 
fubctnon Richard ftc;Now mark abthe noticeand 
evidencd that any hypborice- undds heaven liach 


I. Trial 


of the freeteſſ> of Gods:mercy; is this; fiee'ach .c;\ | 


only ſome — 


tion, they are 


ma ogy and che ere 
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i. 


of the promiſe to themſelves, they cole coſe 
thes Bates, and never have any farticularey 
dence of :the trurh of-ic to the.r foules'by thy 
worke of the” Spirir z zthere js haply an cx peatin 
awongrhe priſoners in Newgate, t':at there wilh; 
a pardon come cut at the end of-the Parliamen 
and ſomeman paſſeth by and ſaith, there is a 


Fe don for: Newgate : [The prifoncrs that ow 


ir make$them rejoyces bar: when-the Parliancn 
comes out,there is apardon only for ſuch perſon 


- ,: for ſuchfaQs, of ſuch a quality and hature, andh 


\ baplyhethar rejoycedfomuthjn the conſiders 
#ibnofa pardon. ark nething todoe withit: 
aherigenerall heare-fay wilt doe nogood, bur the 
particular evidence: ſo it is betweene a cunning 
Hypocrite and achilde of God, when an-Hypo 
crite hartrb&cncdrivertto extreme horrouf forks 
ſios, vrhen be tockesoboformiercy, his hearts tet 
mhed amdbis odlepe eperplexed; and he heares thei 
jaabundancevofinercyiry/Chrblt, ind Chriſt 
tofive (Ingers3'the ire hddetighted with 
this inthe generallycthivironlyoverty, and'coi 
thonſhecmabearths promiſe, wnd:{d quriets ii 
{cltettereingbdtwhen!ir comestothe trial Oat 
vane 1d ſaybfioners; bur what firmers>honk# 
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| che mindeof an hambled finner,thatwill never be 
plucked off, bur hce. will turne his<eye: rowards 
it while the world laſts, This 'evidence thar is 
brought home,and caſt inby the Spirit, it is ſo nn= 
expected, and ſo pleaſing, and fo incomparably 
ſtrong, and wonderfull, and withall. ſo:uncon»- 
ceiveable execllenty that an humbled finner when 
once he ſeesthei gumpſe and 1nckling thereof; it 
wilt cyer be prying and looking: thar: way, nay,. 
in the moft- deſperate; diſcouragements that can 
befall, andin the greateſt deſertions that can be- 
ride the ſoule; nay,notwithſtanding altthoſe ſubs - 
tiltics of temptations thatSatan hurries into the: 
ſoule, romake a manatalofſe, and to make him 
leave lookingatter the freenelle of grace in Chrift: 
yet the poore ſoule will ever be lingringafter this 
Light; lookeas-it,is with:a-grear torchy carry'it- 
out of oe roome into-another by-roome , and 
though the torchbe gone; yet itwill leave fach a - 
glimmering ſo that «man may follow the torch: 
foitis with the {oule;cruly bumbledzit hath recei- 
vedthe teſtimony ofshe.Spirit,thoughthe rorchy 
the glory of the teſtimony of this witneſſe goerh 


alidea little in temptation, yer the Lordteaves 


{ach a kind of ghmmeringorinklingof 1s; 
thavthe rat} oringr-vey: warns 1 eas: 
kinde, and followethuir:for ever; /onav 2.4; tonab 
45 there ſtabborne with the Lord, le was ſentro. 
inivehe goes to-Tarſhiſh:wel,God ſends awhirles 
wed afterhimy and: toſledh bimintorhs fea, und 
ſentatſo a great; Whale; an -urixuly ferryaman;eo 
arry hint to lands Nowbeing du the/bell:ofithe 


The Soles effefuall cafing roChrilt, 


_ Whale, hee begins to apprehend himſelfe; an 
then is joytull, and there he made a queſtion 
Godseverlaſting love;but'yet when he was inth 
belly of hell, and mouhtraines of water wentore 
un, yet marke how theholy'man behavethhin, 

 ſclfes I wif fill looke rowards thy boly preſence : 

| ;had ſome: iHluminations of: Gods goodnefſe in 
 Ehriſt, and hawſoeverthe glory therof waseclip 
ſed, yet there was faine glimmering left behinds 

- Burnow theflaſhesof the Hypocrite, they ar 

| ſudden, the lightningof Gods love that is iahi 
minde, bur it paſſes thorow the ſoule ſuddenhy, 
and leaves it inthe fame hazard 8 ignorance, and 
at a lofle;as formerly , for howſoever an hypoctit 
may have a glimmering, anda kinde of flaſh, and 
take not.ce of the powers of the world.to come, 
yetitcomes like lightning, ſuddenly:come; {ud 
denly gone, and it draweth the-minde for tbe 
while, and the underſtand ng for the preſent, but 
in conclufion, the ſoule is where it was betors 
when this flaſh is gone, and the lightning 50 
pagan is juſt at the ſame lofſe and dangeritws 

: | x «ff 


From this authority of the Spirit,it is of get 
authority ,and of marvellous powerful command 
fothar the whole frame of the ſoule comes:tobs 
ordered, and the heart comes to be framed {nts 
bleand agreeable thereon. Looke as it is withi 
mighty ſtreame, all rhe leſſer ſtreames runne thi 
way ; 1o itiswiththe bleſſed ſtreame of this or 
denceof truth : what the, Spirit: of God 
thominde of the Sqines, ir carries all wichic, 8 
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cares 411 before it, and makes the whole ſtreame 
pf the (cule be anſwerable thereunto: Take no- 
rice between the viſian Saint Pa#bhad, and which 
Balazm :d, God let in a light into Balaams foule, 
hat, wilt thea curſe Iacob £ 0,theglory that I will 

beftow upon them © This made his tectht water at 
hc goodnefſe of rhe Lord, and he faith, Ler mee 
die the death of the righteous, Numb.24.2.the Text 

ſeth the phraſe,Tre Spirit of God was upon Balaam 
pc mcarr'ng is, he intimated the happfe cond:ti- 
pn of the Saints of the Lord, and in ſtead of car» 
ing, he bleſſed them; though this curſed Witch 
p:/aam had this common ecnlightn/ngto know the 
excellencie of the condition,yet his heart was ne+ 
yer the betrer,, was covetous and malicious ſt 11 
towards 1aceh, 
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Bat looke 4#s 26. 19. Saint Paxl ſaith, keerwas 


ve diſobedient to the viſion, as who ſhould ſay, The 
leſſed truth that was revealed to me, the weyce that 
bike to me from heaven,ny minde was framed vbereby, 
ond anſwerably diſpoſtd thereunto, and 7 [ubanitzed 
indcame in at the voyce ofthe Lord. Hence the phraſe 
n Scripture, Th-y that know thee will truft tn aber, 
bs who ſhould ſay, Grounded knowledge brings in 
®+fidence : So 1oh,4.10, Chriſt ſaith, 'HadR,'rhow 
nowne me , it & r.0t every knowledge tharwill-d5e 
-e deed, a man may ta'ke of grace, bur had 
hou underſtood better the eviderce.thcarfhonk 
leſt bave asked grace, and receivedir, thivivehe 
eaſon of 1ebs ſpecch 3 when Godtakes amanin 
and, he will command a manro returne fronts 
qzuitic : there is a commanding power in es 7” 
| ICACF. 
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| dience of truth; the Lord lets na commanding 
power; and-urnesThe heart from fin, and'miky 
| it yceld ro the obedience of God, Whereas the 
| lightofthke hypocrite is like lightning in the'ge 
ning, a flaſh and away,and leaves no hearbehinde 
jr : The Suaune doth not only give light; bur 
| Jeavesa heatbehindic; fo it 1s wich the Spirit of 
| God, when the ſunſhine of the heavenly ligh 
- comes into:theh-art, it leaves aheat of holyalfs 
tions behinde it, framing and difpofing the heat 
of a man:tobe at the call and command of Col, 
Obſerve when wee lay forth arguments' before 
men, and convince thcir conſciences, thatthei 
-conrſe is nought, notw:thſtanding. whatſoeverW 
caiiſpeake.t'ey returne to their wicked ſpeechss 
and baſe practices, their lives are as wicked; the 
tongues as prophane asecver ; but when the Spint 
of God will rake thoſe arguments we propound 
outof Scripture, and make knowne thoſe-tros 
bles to theunder$anding, it communicatcsunt) 
thee-and them that power to the ſoule, thati 
com:5 to be diſpoſed thereunto, x 
The teſtimony'of the Spirir goes upon-vel 
good ground, it is awiſe Spirit, and a Spiritd 
truth, and therefore gocs wiſely to worke,” No# 
Hypocriecs they beareup their hearrs with admÞ 
rable evidence of Gods love, but ase them wil 
| reaſons they have for ir, what arguments ro mill 
| talneir, they have nothing ar all ro ſay-z this 
_ Undonbtedargument of a beſotted, befooled Vi 
| Pacrite. Cometo your ancient people, and& 


quire of chem in the time of their ſickneſſe, 
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em if ever they were perfwaded | of Gods fa- 
our,they ſay they thanke God, they never doub- 
dof it; they reply, they-were worſe than Re- 
robates if they ſhould, but they have no ground 
all co confirme this; thisis an andoobred argu- 
nent of a ſoule that never had any ſound evi- - 
ence of Gods love, for where the S pirir comes, 
goes upon good ground. * | | 
Direction and Exhorrationy ewe learne Pſe 2. 
hat. conrſewee:muſt rake, whar path wee muſt 
read in, what meanes we muſt uſe toger thisno.- 
ce, and oaine thiscvidenceof Godyove to our 
dules learne rhe ground ,gerthe witnefſe of Gods .- 
pirit.ger but the Spirit to ſeale it, andall is thine. 
rwas the ſpeech of Sampſon, when he 
e& a'Riddle/to the Phitliſtines, they a not 
ow to anſwer'it, becauſe they onderiivod itnot 
jefore he had told his wife, and ſhee them; then 
cy related the Riddle ro ghem,: hee confefſeth 
herranſwer tobe good, But, ſaith he, bad -yow nor - 
lowed with _ Heſfers 108 could not have KI 
vy Ride. "1 toner $75 er pt3-15 15, 
| Tuſethe fame compariſon foront "Y ; uſe 
z0ds meanes; if yorrwould know! | minde; 
zke counſell of him rhat is privie'/Conneeller of 
leaven: wouldyou: be perfivaded of Gods love 
d ofechivrtomnds you 2: will you khow how 
our caſe ſhall goeat the laft day >wonld:you 
now if yourname is written in theBookof life? 
you would, why then;know thewaytofobrair 
, feeke ir of the Spi irit of the Le Lfor he fearch- 
th thechiefe things of Gixl 5 
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Saviour tels you, Luke 11.12, Why then, my mi 
this Spiriconly certiie the pardon of ſin? Wh 
looke up to heaven then, and plead thus within 
' Lord, Iam a father, and give my childe whath 
wants, and if I ſee bim 4 in need, I releeve hin 
why, Ineed thy Spirit, Lord, I begi it, thoukd 
promied jt, Lord give that Spirit to the (ouleq 
thy ſervant, and jetit teſtifie to my; con ine 
FA thou artreconciled tome... | il 
objed. But how ſhall eget v7 9 1 era toam 
| _ inthiscaſe? + | | 
Anſw, The meanesare two: 
1.Meanes, (Thou muſtlabourto bedfch aching, to'v 
_ | _ the Spirit belongs. Labourtobean hombleks 
ted finner, and then the Lord will:fend his Spini 
and give notice tothee of his aortic UER 
Lord doth nor paffe over his comfort, or me 
or compaſhonto any ſoule in the world dates 
to thoſe that. are broken hearred before G 
there is no mercy for thee'that art fubben, 
compationior thee that.art ſtout hearted; wo 
deſt thou have the Spirit make a-lye for-thit), , 
comefrom Heaven to make anew Eng 
bring a looſe ſtubborne drunkard ; or «dvle 
mA ?- it willnotbee ſo/ir cannot bee fa, me 
thinke16bringthe Spiric-of rhe!Lood; arg 
him ſpcake mercy tothee, wheric belongs nc 
thee, | Xis7.14-1,2,8c. Doerat thinks to 0 0 
plainie wichthe Lord Jeſus zund put the ing 
theeyeSe weepatewrearcs;and fay Lee nicticf 
$ arc finful Lanfory for-my fins,00% 
repent meer ſens:the Spirit wil it fay,Come 


The Soules effeti nal calling fo ; Chriſt, 


on proud wretched hypocrite,doeft thou feigne 
y Gl co be an hnmblebrokenhearted ſinner? 
venot I know thy reſervations? doenot I kriow 
y by-wayes and back-doores? Come cut thou 
roud wretch and ſtardy hypocrite, I am ſent: to 
xeewith heavie tidings, you may-cozen'iman,but 
20 cannoCdeceiveGod gz therefore never thinke 
: will give grace and mercy” unto' thee, unleſſe 
ou be Ened fority)--- ! 
Be fure you barken not co-yourcarnall cavils of 2. Meanes, 
aſon,nor totheclamonrsof #corruptheare; nor 
the bawlings of Saran, /all which ſtopand Hin- 
7 the reſtimony' of the Spirit,' and with' their 
ad crizs drowne rhe voyce of the Spirir, rhat it 
nnotbe heard It isafaſtiion amongſt Lawyers, 
Affiſes or Seffions; when i m their Conres there 
Dmes in a wiſe judicious witncſle, and the Law- 
rsplead a baſe cauſe; they feare him, andthere- 
re, befor@he can -ſpeak out his tale; one ſpeaks 
1d anorher ſpeakes; ahid fo hinders thi 'sthat hee _ 
nnot bee underſtood; thenithe mar Py hee - 
mc for a witnefle, and nor thus to be diſturbed ; 
en the' Judge commards filence, and then hee 
thliberty to diſcover whar he knowes, and then 
ecaſe is clearez' ſo ris with che ſoule) and" car- 
| reaſon; and the Devil. The rriallis, whether 
at ath any intereſt in Chriſt _ Now the 
Irit of the Lord worki y upon the 
art, wonld bring'iry: ofige ceſtimonyi Gods 
ace tothe fonle” bar when rhe ſorfſe cottmierh 
afa'thfull Miniſterto- eell him how God hath 
agen upon him, and mee with him, and how 
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| The 8onleseffeRual calling 0 Chrit, © 


ke was burthened with his fins : Oh, ſaichSagy, 
you were burthened wish'your ſins, but you tr. 
turned tothenzagaine zthcnthe ſoule ſaithbewy 
bumbled for his tinnes, yctthe goodnefle of Go 
- was never ſealed tohim : aye,ſ{airh Satan, butym 
continue in your fins {it]! : aye,ſairch the-ſaule;1 
amaeary of thele fins; aye,,nd you are wearyd 
labour:ngagainſtthemroo,) fairhSatan-Thusthe 
ſoule is tyred by carna}l reaſons; temptations d 
Satan; now lettheevidenceaf the Spirit beene 
ver ſo -plaine, be cannot perceive it; be watchful 
thereforein this caſe, if you heare what feare; « 
feeling, or ſuſpition ſaith; feeling faith, Ifindns 
thing ; feareſaich, it will neyerbe;ſufpicionim 
gineth, Iſhall neyer ſee thatday : /butnow!'con 
mand ſilence to every one, to feare fuſpition;es 
lng, and unworthineſſe,and ſay, now ſpeakeble 
ſed Spirir, then you will ſee the caſe caſt preſers 
ly : It is ſaid of 4braham,he conſiderednor-8rm 
barren wombe;; | for. imagine Abraham had thi 
reaſoned, I never hadchilde, for mee to bear 
childe, it is againſt nature ſhall a man tharinent 
begat, begetachilde in his o1d age? Lwillne 
beleeve it ; If hee had done-thus, for-ought! 
know, though hee had lived.unto thisrime, he 
ſhould never have had achilde, buthe nevercob 
' ſidered of any of theſe things, and thereforetl 
Promiſe was accompliſhed. Therefore be ſuren 
to hearken what failings; feareand doabr,andai 
_ ruption faith, for they will-be ever.againlt the: 
theres no mercy from corruption,nogracefit 
fcare and ſuſpition, but confider not'your. 
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The 8 oules effetualicalling to Ch rſt. wh: __ 
barren wretched hearrs 5:but attend: non, on 


promiſe, and youſball finde:Cods-Spirit.witneſle 
unto you Che. yi of. youn Perſons befor 


— JG 


God.- 

But you-will fy, may not a mag; conſider ob 04je8, 
his ſigsandattcndia hor Ineg qur owns. 
 heaxts;: {DOD in 25MCTEF JET? ; 

L anſwer, a man may; nay muſt, ing fit time, Anſw. 
afrer afightmannergtoa good end, tor he that ne-, 
ver ſeerh his 65, can-neycr.be humbled for them, 
hurt this confideration only fits.gs for mercie;and: 
can-never,gert aſſurance af any iatereſt itmercie, 

The conſideration'of our fins, wilkgive us no= 
rice.of theſe three particulars 2. I It. giyes.us 80: 
nice of, our owns vileneſſeand baſcncflc; the lay- 
ing theſeupon the ſoulc, it.is. amaine meanes, ro! 
breake the heart,;and bruiſe a filchy ſtubborgs 


ſoule; 


It gives ns notice, of. the emptineſſc. and, iofic- | 


mity of all outward parts, ang gifts, and meages, 


and helpes todoe uS-aNy good. SITE: © DAO '® 

lc will, make-us fee. the abſolute, necelti ity of a. 
Saviour, ad of the great. worke of redemption, 
which Chriſt hath-wrought for us.3:nay, kwilk 
driveus out.-of onar ſelves, -and., force, YO fallat; 


the foot-ſtoole of Gads mEICy,, that.lo'wee may. 


gaine Golds fayour.tous: but. itis impoſſible « we 


the conſideration of my fins, ſhould certiie.mee. 
of. my. intereſt in God8MFYeparmnyigy gory 74 . 
Laboar te beg inform andtou aderiiand 4-. 2, Meanes. | 


right.che language, of the nes ch A 


With.a poore mani my the. C 


The nee fold ate GugroChrid, 
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"comovinand fpeakes plainly; bur ie will doom 
dro heare rhe witneſſe, unleſs 
e underſtand it's fa thongh we hearethe Spift;/ 


| and doenor underſtand the language of the $gi) 


te, It is as i *wenever heatdit. Now the'la 

| thoſe gracious projulſe S, which God bach midgets 
.. poore humbled finnets: Now if we benotablet 
 caft the ſeriſe 'and*meaning of the promiſts it's 
| lkean wicertame/ſorind; though the witneſſe be 
good and plaine; ,yertcannotbecomirred hers 
by. 2 C6r.6:16,17; This is the "Ting wapedf-rhe 5yj 
ries Now leta' poore humble hearted foale come 
and Hy his heart leyellro rhe promiſe, one fairh, 
 tris'rrvs, if ir were'ſo withimee,) then God wolf 
' be my God : that prone is'mads t&them thit 
touch no undeane thing, bur-1am defiled with 
| ſinsand abominarions,and carried aſide by then; 
rherefore no ſhare in this promiſe. Now the nies 
ningofthe teſtiwiony'fs miſtalen ;/the witneſſe# 
as good as can be, and'willt eaſt the cauſe ony "oof 
fide; bar you underſtand notthe meaning ofthe 
 wirnefle, Leen we will fpcll the words, whit 
 Kirto roochno nickanerhinigs it is not robe 
_ | lightly acquantcd' with i Kt; ehietefore arte thor con” 
 tefetoſne onta bill'of divorce toall thy fins, bow 
| ever heretofore thou'wert marricd ro them, Je 
_now'thonart refolved to bed with'themmnom Re! 


_ act thou cqntent hold make” kom! 
white So 


et aritle retry {Hike and ſabes 
ry diftemiper, ;that Ithemmeaning of the promiſe,” 
Woe 7” temas. the promife ePeſbapet 


| thee, © 
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# Labour co keepe the promiſe by you forever, 4. Meanes» 
nd haye a.readie rgcourle thereunto, upon-all oc- 
calions forgetnoqrhe promile,-be nota iftranger 
oit, be notunacquainred, be noxunaccaſtomed, 
0 have daily trading-with the promiſe, whichis - 
o profitable to us : "Prov, 3<3. marke what coun» 
ell God giyes by wiſdeme, Lee 198 averey and irarch. 
onſake thee :mercy;and trath- wil forſakena-man, 
S1tan would plucke- them away, #=t-ſuffer them 
24, ſaith the T ext; 19 deperi frompeby ſoule . 1ab 22: 
> 1. {0 the, Originall/ hath. its chave-a daily inter» 
rourſe tO the promiſe, meditate therein,andnrinſe 
thereupon; ſee thouJagkea needy wiay [lindditvre 
ecourie tothe!Lordapon alldecafinns}orritt os 
| To perfwade'us to uſe chit ſemednes;iathis;be. x, Motive 
auſe this moſt concernesdur good, if 021) har 
|| che good things! thowarld contdulford; and : 
iis hearts defize, thhe had Kiends' bovefpettthim, 
calch to enrich him, and honour togretnote 
im, yet if the Lord ftichnld ſent this tieavſh Mee 
be? IN pal conſcience, :Godiwilk-corferitibde 
jeves from Rn tron! 
Ae away the. lmao: clcomforrs 
f this lifes, bn had a nidipgs'wom 


wect 


" newesybar this will Beare' me amans beare if " 
| canbutlookeuptoheaven;and rake good! iding 
u8d'notice'of Gods: eyour,/thiswill Joy and> 
freſtra' mans ſoule, 1-7: 
2. Motive, *i As this moſt concernes us, i Satan is ad 
cimning rodeprive usof theſame, if Cn 0 
any intelligence, and take away any evid 
 Godsloveand mercietothe foie: thisis thin 
Tanlabonrs'for , for if theheartgers eridenchl 
way, and have noricennder the hand of the $i 
rit, whatlove, whatjoy, what power and yer 
aviltbemrbefoule what cottage arid undatrital 
Ger—epanr the hearr, towalke mmtht 
godlinefle 3rhenteirne from theDevill kit 
, 1 belaboursrokeepe from/youwharwll 46h 
moſt good therefore be you as carefull cog 
(== your ſoules, fromerhe$y 
ritih the; promiſe, as Satan is to binder yooſm 
 theſame.) | 
- Inſtruction: Hence I conclude, that the p po 
xeſthuinbled ſmner,of the mcaneſt capacity, 
knowmorepf fpirituall rruths, oben x 
aud falvatiom; and Gods love in'Chrift, chan't i 
moſt-wiſeand' learned in the world chat are! 
-hambled. In aword, take the meaneſt Saint 
ever; breathed on thecarth, and the gr eareftich0 
detifatuourmardipins:; and learning” "and c 
and\pelicie;rrthe -meancſt ignorant” ſoule, th 
_ + almoſt namralt foole ;>chat'ſoule' eno We 
26d underſtinesrmitre-of ugraeeiand 4 ; 
 &dbrifl, chan al{the.wiſeſt land beards 
 Werld, than dltthe Utthe'prearcſt ſetrolters, aid | 
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The SouleseffeBual caing 


pOUS Cardinals, theſe —_ never bambled 
ago | conchuds this 2 5 bemblc, 
onclygive notice ofthis favar to chemm 
en allother, bee their parts what-rhoy wiltbee 
pd doth not informe then: the mble.are - 
formed, they mot. inftruited + < {therefore ithe 
hr know cor wharthty catmoroonacdive. As 
ppote apt RO ACE OE aitke wit, are 
th ſet ito \one trade, yer Ldokard bad 
expert: maſter, and: Cid Boarginea him he 
Loftheittade; andehequicktdpitiruas wirha 
fer charconldaincrcach: hin is exadey wee 
that the dull blacke is more wiſe: m hiscrade 
arhe.ocher * ſoitishere, thephave theLord 
their maſter, 7 {1,2 * 1530 
Toſhew ns'the icertainey of the aecit ſe 4 
th, if the ſpirit of God gi givesnatice;' andcecrtis - 
athing, irmuſt noedsbe certaine.: and hence. 
that the aſſurance of fairh muſt needsbee in 
ble, andondeniable, inchoſ@charibave'ir.. 1 
pundit \ ThermhichcommeceGnlitheie: | 
e of the ſpirit, is moſt uhdeniable; bur theiaſ- 
ance thereof commeth from the nooks ofthe 
ric, that faith is moſtandenizble 5 hence com>. 
th thoſe rrjumphs © 1 know my Redeemer liveth, 
of payee! rbas neigher height or depth. rc. ſbak © 
to ſeparate me from thelove of Godin Chriff, 
The worke of God uj nd pea wc) 
have ſpoken of at hrgryaanwrh cometothe 
rie of God upon the afeFtions? as theunder- 
nding apprehenderh rhe trarhoFrhe es 
he ot looketh AT Ns the oy 
| miſe : 


RA 


DoRarine, 


"TN | The Soules effetual calling to Chriſk, © 
| mile.: Now therefore the Lord, he muſtreach 


the affeftions to.comie unto the; promiſe, and: 
firſt affeQtion that commerh; \next In order; is 
affection oF hope. 

The Doctrine is this, The holy Spirit oft 
Father. doth ſtir the heartofan hambledandi 
lightned fioner to; hope for the: goochieRi if 
Lord:The Lord calleth all the affections : con 
joy, come defire, come love ; bat the fir{tyoy 
rs to hope; only obſeryethis aſſage, it muſt 
froma heart humbled andinlightned;fornothi 
commethto the heartto be efted, bur © anelyh 
the head and underſtanding; therefore beh | 
the ſoule can hope, the heart muft beehur 
and inlightned : humbled, in rcgardof prepa 


tion, and inlightnedin regard ofthe cenife Cat 


of Godsg fle. . f 
Secondly, it;muſt be ſtirred up doc ir; 


ſpiritmuſt ſtir up the heart unto it : whenapo0 


linneristrulyabaſed;andcut off from everyW 
in himſelfe;}and:is content tobe at Gods dilpoi 
yetthe foule cannor diſpoſe- of irſelfe, it can 


carry it ſelfe ro:the affeQing imbracing ota 


ſupernatural grace orgood by the: power oft 
tore: lookeas it is witha wind+mill;ivis fitted? 
to goe, and if the winde blow, it will goe fy 
now the faile will nor Rirre the mill, unk 


| -winde ſtirre the faile: Sohere though theo 


' bee humbled and contenttobee at Gods dilpt 


yet I ſay an humble broken ——- 
 1snotableto ſtirre of it ſelfe, 


CN Na ts groundediy,it1 Inocen Hl 


| The Sollereffeltiallcalliogyo Chriſt. - 


pe, a vainchope, att idle hope; '\as thewicked 
«1 chey hope for grace, they! hopes for mercy, 
t they havefio ground tov/beatertient wp; bar 
xe hope of fach meawill periſh': bac chisHhope'is 
>0n good ground; the Lord calleththeſoule co 
ait upon im, to expect him this'is hope "which 
{l not make a man aſhamed, Rom. Se $7 Ie. have. a 
ve as an anchor of rhe' ſoule more ſure ani ſteafyft i 
ebr.6.19. thisis the nature of hope'ro ſtand M 
1d wait for mercy and falvationof God,'and co 
oke when the Lord:willhave erorp © the 
ule; and this grounded hope the" fpiritiof God 
| ſtirre and workegorelſe chere will heverbe 
y hope: the proofe ofthe point;\L ment; 3124: 
be Lord is my portion,” ſaith myſonle; thatisall the 
od, and all checcomfore T'have:tnheavericand 


d friends gone, yetth&Lord ismy porconfo 


er and ever; therefore will I hope in him, there- 
e the ſoule expetethrthar mercy, lopketh af- 
it, waiteth for ir, | Hof, 2:\1 517 \ will allare bey 
be wilderneſſe,and ſpeake comforvably unto hey jand 
e her the valley of 4chon for | the "doove of - hope 3 
efore the Lord will allure heriintheworke of 
miliation,and did-ſpeake comfortably-untoher 
vocation; thou wanteſtmercy;'tfiercyiypre- 
red for thee; thou wantelſt grace; 'graceispro= 
ied for thee ;; char ſtaggering ſoule:of thine. 
Ilbeſtrengthned, thateroubled ſoule ofthine 
ibe pacified; ancizfienthe ſouls commer co. 
Pe, when the heatt i$thronghlptumbleda 
kd, then followerh-bope.: Nowfo 
- D. 


The Sooleceffu and tabing 1oChritt, © 


ther diſcovery and explication of the polne, 
 willſhew two things, 
Fir, thereaſon why afreraſouleburbl 
the minde cnlightned; the Lord hab 
this affe4ion ot hope.. Secondly, the mannerty 
_ the Lord ſtirrethupthe heart cohope, wharhy 
| dethir,what feedettrir raya 
 andwhatmainainethitin rhe ſoule;andrhent 
| Dodrine wiltbe very cleare. ' 
Firſt, theorder, why'the Loddoxh proce | 
_ the next place to ſtircetiphope.. 
 ofEanGbrery thereaſod thing; becanſewhent 
'N Spinzof God beth -=ighnoed the and rſtatidin 
aud given-evidence;; thac mercy: 1 > frephny 
an humbled foute;; dy {brerhren) the fircelth 
evra that cought-2e be imploy 
| Hold pon 'this, it: is:nhe facalcic of ho Opt 
om: emaincoffice of chis affeionn the dt; 
| tolookeand expet for a good tocome, forhq 
 1#nathingelſe,butthat extenc ofrhe foule,w Ie 
by #:carreltly aftcettarh.egood Tocome:"ith 
 beakunilewne good and to come that hopeeny 
| Qath:if thegood bepreſenc, weeloveir, and 
" Wit; but if it beabſent, the ſoale lookerhn 
fartig,anc; wiajectirforche fant} itiva neg 
 ofhoge,--1Phil. 20cactirding 2 emp rarneſt es jl 
 tronofbope: hope is a feculry:'ofthe foulerd lot 
ont.fodmercys ita frmallicnde raken from Jil 
ere fot kncyherj evab-ifrio pg 
_ as ngnasor may: roſceifaripman bec 
 hearctiitn; ldokingwithiy zboric him; ſoher 
orile ftandetids ferro aripne,cxpeing 
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| he ale will come: as the man that is tomeer 
another in ſach a place, they doe fer rhe time 4p- 
pointed, and chcngoeth op toa high hill,and loo- 


keth very carneſtly round about him, wondreth 


| hecommeth-not,aud yet he hopeth he will come: 
ſo an humbled fnner, when the Lord faith,mercy 
is comming towards thee, mercyts- provided for 
| theez now this affetiovis{ſevantto meet mer- 
cy afarreoff, namely hope; this ts the ſtretching 
outottheſoule. O when will it be, Lord ? rhou 
faiſt mercy is prepared, ithon-ſaift:mercy is ap- 
| proaching, rhe ſoule ſtandethatipece, -Q when 
will t come, Lord, As now fomething that tath a 
ſtrong ſent,a man that hath agood noſe, can ſmel 
2 good way off; though ir findeth it nor, rhongh ir 
 feeleth icnot,yerirt may, andfauh hope,rthis finful 
ſoule of mine, it may throagh Gods mercy bee 
ſantified, this tronbled perplexed ſoule of mine, 
it may through Gods mercy be pacitied, this evill 
and corruption which harboar in me, and bath ca» 
cen poſleflion of me, itmay through Gods mercy 
be removed. YT {7,210 1:18 Dll 
Now for the ſ:cond rhing, how doth God Rtir 
up the heart ofan humbled broken hearted (inner 


to hope? chis isworth.a while alittle ro confides 


ofithe groundaq gerandmainennerthighopemay 
be referrcd rorhieterhrae atads,7''! ci 39503 if! 
Firſt, the Lordodh fvcetly ſtaythe bearcand 
bully perſwade che ſoatethar 2'mans fins:art pars 
rev ianars: wrtroqan #51» Fe. 
aw thuraltche good things howabreth, rhey-wiap 
bebefiowads Aran 
P 2 EA 
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hope is alwayes of a good to come ; now when 
- poore finner ſecth his finnes, the namber-oftheh, 
the narure of rhem; the vileneſle of them, thee, 
ſednefſe of his fonle, thar he can take no reſt ; he 
ſerch no reſt in the creature, -nor-in himlel, 
though he pray all day, yet he-cannor get thepar 
don of one finne :":rhe foule is our of any'expe- 
tation of pardon ar power of mercy in my 6s, 
he hath ordorh; thoagh all meanes, all helpes, 
though all men and angels ſhonld joynerogethe,, 
yet they cannot pardon one. finne of his, yerthe 
Lordlitrerh ap his voyce, and-hefaichfrom hea 
ven,thy ſinnesare pardonable, ehis is a voyeet 
grear way off, thy ſinnes may be pardoned inthe- 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt : Looke as atraitour, that doth 
_ apprehend the anger of the King againſt him, 
 andthat heis ſent for ro beatrached, hrcanday 
is made after him, the Purſeyant purſueth him; 
the poore creature flieth from court to countrey, 
from countrey to city, aud ſo to the ſea oh 
ſeeking for ſome ſhelter; the Purſevant beſerteth 
' theſea coaſt for him, the poore ſoule is now 
moſt in deſpaire of mercy from the Prince, hee. 
ſeeth no hope of pardon fromhim; but whenhe, 
overhearcth a man thar ſaith, in truth you had 
better open the doore, and yeeld your ſeife tothe 
a is hope, the- poore ſoule is muchfi 
ſtained ; Whar, is there yer hope that my offence 


mayÞee pardoned, will theKing receive meet9 
merey':. So when the; Lord humbleth the ſouls 
difcoverethhisfinnes, :makerh knowne his judge | 
Nents,theſeare thy finnes that thon haſt commi- 


% ; ted, 
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red, and for them thou ſhalt be plagued; the great 
judgement of the great-God ſhall. come upon 
thee, and the great God whom thou haſt diſho-. 
noured will come againſt thee, and to hell chon 
muſt. Now the poore foule ſeeth no hope, no 
helpe, no meansof ſupply , now the pooreſoule 
hearcth a yoyce from heaven, there is no'hopein 
thy ſelfe, nor in meanes, yet in the Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt thy. ſinnes are pardonable, thy ſoule may 
be ſaved, thy heart may be quickned : that place 
inthe Plalmiſt, Ler Iſrael bepe inthe Lord, for with 
him « plenteows redemption : this upho'deth and 
ſuſtaineth the heart of Gods ſervant, yet there1s 
plentifull redemption , and this may diſcover ir 
{clfe in three particulars. 
The infrnitenefſe of Gods power ; though thy 
ſinnes are many,though the guiltoffinne is migh» 
ty and, powerfall ro condemne the foule, yer .. 
whcn the ſoule apprehendeth an -infinirenefſe in 
the power of the Lord; toover-power all his ſins, 
allthe guilt of corruprion;this lifteth up the heare 
in ſome cxpeQation, thatithe Lord will ſhew fa- 
vour-anto a man: though-it is a bard thing'to 
hope when the foule is thus troubled, can this 
hard heart be broken, cantheſe ſinnes bee pardo= 
ned, can this ſoule bee ſaved 2 now commeth in . 
the power of God; Codcan pardon them, never 
meaſure the- power of God tothar ſhallow con» 
ceitof thine; as.Chrift when he had told his Diſ. 
Iples, itis hard forarichman'to be ſaved, they 
faid, how can any man be ſaved; the Lord Chriſt - 
Laith, all things are-poſſible to God, thoughnor 
5 BR tO 


_  Thie Syuleseffe@t nal calting to Chriſt, 
to.amen:; and itis ſaid of Avraham, hee hope 
' above hope, helooked tothe Lord, tharwazabp 
t0doce what he pramiled, to fupply wharhewas 
| | xed; he conkidered not thathe had a dead boy, 
| but he conſidered he had a living God; not Sargy 
barren wombe, but. the gractons goodneſs 
God, able ro make it fruitfuil; nay hee beletvel 
1a the God that can'make things that are not+th 
Houle is not humbled, rhe Lord can humble ir, 
thy finnes are not.,pardoued, the-Lerd can pardas 
them; thy ſoule is not converted; the Loidimn 
 canverc its though I cannor ſee it, though ma 
cannot imagine. it, yet the Lord can doe. 
| .. As theinfinicencfſe of Gods power, ſo the free 
_ | neſſe of hisgrace and pramiſe, that is a thingthit 
' | narvelloifly caketh up the hearr, and maketh i 
- vw for wee are ready naturally to expe 
 kindnefle from God ; the Lord isable todeel, 
that iserue, bur I am unworthy ; the Lord wil 
. not bee wanting torhem rhar can defire it, hitl 
_ em wanting : now here is comfort, the Lord mi 
nor ſelt his mercy, his mercy is not tobe merited 
iris nottobee diſcovered, it is ro bee given, 
_ | tobeebeſtowed: Malach. 5,18. Who is 4 
like unto our God ;,weſiy, Oh ifT could plat 
God, if I could walke with God : nay, but Gi 
 laith mercy pleaſeth him, and char place int 
Tt for my owne Name ſake will ave this, not ft 
 morkes ſoke;, 1 for my owne ſake, not for hy obediet 
ſake; thisis certaine, as there is no worke in! i 
 Poore creaturecandiſcover any mercy from 0% 
_ fothere js no wickednefſe in the heart of a finntl 
| | thu 
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at can hinder che Lord, when hee will beſtow 
r:ceand mercy in Jelus Chriſt, © 

Bur the world will fay FR nar} may live as ,j.- 28. 
clit, and doe wharhe will if rao. & 

No, no; tizeLord wil owne thy prou 
eatl, and lay thcein theduſt; ab Lord will. aba(e nſw, 

ee and hamble rhee, before thou ſhalt'receive 
ny.mercy from hinis hee canas well fic thee fot 
nercy, as beſtow it uponthee,' 

The abundance of the riches of Gods poo: 
eſſe, that exceedeth all 'the baſeneſſe*and vile- 
eſſe of mar): though chou haſt foned agtiaft 
eaven, and theEord in heaven ,yebthere i is rner- 

y above the heaven : bee thy fnnes and rebelli- 
ns for the nature of them, for the number of 
hem, forthe continuance of thet never ſohai- 
us, yet they may bee pardoned. Hefethe-ſeule 
aith, Mv fins are ſomany, fogreat; of ſuch a na 
ure ' what, ſhall [ beg mercy, and oppoſe ic? ſhall 
defire grace, and refiſt it Paths ar bites clearly 
nevweth, Rom. 5, 20. Here ne branded; grace 
prrabrandeds hee ise 1he8ather of meviy, 2 the 
od of all doddnler? 112; t3. there the holy 
holt Gith, wercy triumph above jafſtice ? Juſtice 
amotbceſofcere ty revenge thee; ds mercy is 
ratious to doe good nntethee, if thy. lanes be 
ever 10 many, Gods juſtice: never fo great, yer 
_ is abovealt thy: (innes, aboveall thy rebel- 
ns z/this may ſapport rhe: ſoule. 89: then-y6h 
ner mt firſt ground cotirreup! egthy- fiomss 
pardonabley this ispoſlidte's Ww hy ſions 
Bu Skillethnaty what thy miquities be; itrmat- 
Q tereth 
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rereth not; thereis more mercy in God, thank 
1n thee, to pardon ; more power in God toſhyy 
mercy to thee, than power in (in rodeſtroythe 
The Lorddoth (ivectly perfwade the (oulethy 
all his finnes ſhall be pardoned: the Lord make 
this appeare, and pertwadeth the heart of h3th 
he inrendeth mercy z that Chriſt hath procud 
pardon for the {ouleof a broken hearted (inner 
ſpeciall, and that it cannot but come unto it. \ 
| that hop? commeth to bee affured, and certaih 
perſwaded to looke out, knowing it ſhall:bee 
compliſhed : the former only ſaftained the 
and provoked it to looke for mercy, but this con 
fortcth the ſoule, that undoubredly it ſhall han 
mercy. The Lord Jeſus Chriſt came toſeekeal 
to fave that-which was loſt ;;he cawe for thispu 
| poſe, it was the ſcope of his comming'; now tail 
| the broken and humble finner?- 1 am loſt, 6 
Chriſt cometo fave ſinners } Chriſt muſt fulet 
 hisend, or Iofmy.comfort.; God faith Cancun 
| $0 melt you that are weary and beauyladens 1a 
_ . weary, unlefſe the Lord intended go>d untom 
-why ſhould he invite me and bid me for roicont 
ſurely he meaneth to ſhew mercy.tome, nay 
promiſcth toreleeveme, when Icometherel 
he will doe ond untome, 111 46347) OT rad v4G 
The Lord letteth. in ſome relliſh-and ta 
| the ſweetneſſe of his love, ſome ſent and ſave 
_ | rity fo that'the ſoule is deeply; affected with# 
ww _ :matrke this, there is yer: a-fitrther dint, a ſeding 
 andanaſſiredkinde of faſtning; of the good 
_ theſoule, ſochatthe heart is deeply affetedW 
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and carried mighrily unto it, that it cannot bee 
vered. It isthe letting in the riches of his love. 
acturneth the expectation of the foule another 
ay, it overſhadoweth all outward good. Looke 
the covetous nan is up early to contrive his ri- 
es, the ambitious man his honour : now Gods 
cring into the ſonle the ſweerncMſe of his grace, = 
2th tarne the whole ſtreame of the ſoule thi- 
jerward. 
It is a reproofe, and meeteth with two things 
wicked carnall perſons: Firſt, thoſe that will 
| off all hopein point of deſperation: 'Second-- 
, againſt thoſe that will doenothing, burhope 
ithoutgroand ; and that is preſumption :both 
e here to be reproved and condemned. _ 
If the Lord ſtirrethup the heart of his ro ho 
oundedly for his mercy; Oh then take heed of 
at fearefull and unconceiveable finne of de- 
aire :deſpaire wee muſt in our ſelyes, and that 
good ; but thisdeſpaire which wee now ſpeake 
is marvellous hainous in the eyes of God, and 
arvellous hartfull tothy owre foule : therefore 
ke heed of ir, for ever I ſay this fin of defpaire, 
hen a man caſteth away all hope, caſteth away 
| carnall confidence. : This thou muſt doe, and 
tthou muſt hope; ler Iſrael hope in the Lord, - 
r inthe Lord &c: O the Lordtaketh this very: 
at our hands, tl on goeſt to the deepe dungeon 
thycorruption, and therethou it, theſe fins 
n never be pardoned? 'I ami ill proud and more 
bborre: this diftrefſe God ſeeth nor; God ſic-' 
ureth not, his hand cannor reach, his mercy 
| Q 2 cannot 
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cannot ſave; now marke what ihe Prophet th 
ſaith to ſych a perplexed Joule, Why ſaiff th 


thy way ts hid from the Lord © The Lord faith;,wh 
faiſt chon 2 ſo the young wan ſh3)] Faint andh 


weary. but they that waic vpon the Lord ſhallys 
nue their ſtrength : is any thing roo hard fot th 


' Lord? nav I ſay you wrong God cxcecdingly,j 


chinke it is a matter of humility, you covntk 
viicly of your felves : can God pardon finnet 
ſuch unworthy creatures ? miarke that placet 
the Pſalnift, they ſpake againſt the Lord, Cant 
Liyd prepare a table in the wilderneſſ. 2 They (pt 
not againſt themſelves, but againſt God ; ſom 
ſpeake againſt God, and charge God himſelte; 
15 true, faith the ſoule, 34@naſſes was pardoned; 
Is true, Paul was converted 2 it istrue, Gods(uil 
have beene received to mercy, but cn my bn 


be pardoned? can wy ſoule be quickned 2 Noy 


my finnes are greater than can be forgiven, {al 
the dfoariog foule : then mee thinketh Sata 
ſtronger to overthrow thee, than God toi 
thee : then ir ſeeweth finne is ſtronger to O 
demne' thee, than God to dos good unto tis 
and thus you make God to be noGod upon poli 
nay you make himto be weaker than (inne, i 
Fell, chan the devill : And this is moſt inyuric 

to God, to make the-power of ſinne greate! 

condemne thee, that the power of God to 
thee : to make the powerof Satan ſtronger 10% 


 inatethee, than the mercy of Gad to releeve® 


ſuccour:thee: 2nd what can you lay more? # 
what can you doe more againſt the Lord? 1s 
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jis to make God an underling to. Satan, and ro 
ne? chis is ro ſay, the Almightineſſe of Gad is 
-eaker thanthe weakneſle of ſinne :-the Suffici- 
-y of God is weaker than the malice of Saran, 
tis true, apoore humble ſinner many times will 
ake bitter complaints this way, and they thinke 
hey ſpeake againſt themſeives : No, no, they 
cake againſt the Lord : theyſpake againſt God, 
vhcn they ſaid, Canthe Lord prepare atablein the. 
ildern<fie ; So yon that ſpeake in this deſperate 
panner, why truth Lord, this proud heart. will 
zevcr bee humbled : if any thing would have 
yrought, ic would bave beene done before this 
ay, How many ſcrmans, how many mercies, . 
ow many judgements, how many prayers? and - 
et this-proud heart, this ſtubborne heart, will 
ot be reform=2d 2 you thinke you ſpeake aga'nſt 
jour ſelves now z no, no, you ſpeake aga'nſt the 
ord,and brethren thinke much of this;rhou thar 
hinkſt fo, that ſaiſt ſo, that coacludeſt {04 this is - 
ne of the greateſt ſmnes thon commitrreſt, to 
aythy ſinnes cannot be forgiven thee. 
Secondly, This finne of defperation, as ir-is- 
Loſt injurious to God ſfoin the ſecond place, tr 
S extraordinary dangerous to thy owne foule : Ic 
that which taketh up the bridge, and"utterhy 
ff all paſlages : ard there can no fpirituall com-. 
ort and conſolationcome into the poore ſoule 
dta poore ſinner : Lub.3.15. Every ditch muſt be £u4 3.15« 
lled, and then all fleſb-ſhall ſee the ſalvation of 
& Lord: what are theſeditches ? why, nothing 
llc but thoſe deepe gulfs and dirches of deſpaire, 
IEP \* bp as and : 
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and unleffe theſe beefilled, no man can ſee th 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt. I a wotd,my brethren ſuf 
metoopen my ſelfe ; the truth is, this deſpaired 
the ſoule is that which cutteth the finewes of 
\mans comfort, and raketh off the power and 
ctallthe meanes of grace: it daunteth all amay 
endevours, nay it plucketh up a mans endeyom 
as it were quite by the roores : for that whid 
a man deſpaireth off, hee will never labour a 
ter. It is here as with a man in pangsot death 
unto ſuch a man all means are unavailable forhy 
good, his bed will not eaſe him,meat will notrs 
freſh him, chafing will not revive; arthe laſt, we 
ſay he is gone, he isa dead man:friends leave hin 
Phyfitians leave him, rhey may goe and prayi 
him, and mourne for him, burthey-cannotrecs 
verbim, Sothis deſpaireof fonle maketh ami 
caſt off all hope, and lie downe in a forlorne co 
dition, cxpeQing no good tocome:: alas, (aithi 
man, what skilleth for a manto pray ? whihrs 
fiteth a mantoread? what benefit in allche meats 
ofgrace? the truth of it is, the Fone is rolledup 
on me, and my condemnation ſealed for ever: 
1s ſure in heaven, and therefore I wjH never looks 
after Chrift, grace, and ſalvation any more, and 
prefſe the means to: him: lethim come 1o heatt 
the Word, marke | ow he caſteth off all the ben 
fit; it was marvellous ſeaſonable and profitable, 
It was the good Word of the Lord, very coll 
fortable unto ſuch as have any ſhare therein, 
Why may not you:expe& good?. why may 10t 
you receive benefit therefrom? why, "_"_—_ 2's 
JET: our, 
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zule, the time of grace is paſt, the day is gone,. 
1d chus the ſoule finketh in it ſelfe 5 if Chriſti- 
s would pray for him, and Miniſters would la- 
2ur to doe him good, why hee biddeth them 
pare their labour, for hell is his portion, andhis - 
ndemnation is ſealed in heaven: fee now and 
onſfider what deſperate danger of deſpaire brin- 
eth-toa poore heart, and maketh himrtobe be- 
ond the reach of mercie, that no meanes can 
ome at him. Ir is a pretty paſlage of David, 
al.77.7. Willthe Lord caſt me off ever? and will he 
yew no favore I (aid this ismy infirmicie,faich.the 
xr,the wotd inthe original, this is my ſicknes, as 
ho ſhould ſay, this would be my death, whar, 
bercie gone for ever? then my life is gone,then is all 
ny comfortand all my hope gone, therefore take 
iced of this, it taketh off the edge of cur ende- 
ours, Gods ordinances that might do ns good; 
Secondly, it reproveth-and marvellouſly. con- 
jemmth that great ſione of preſumption, a finne 
nore frequent, and if poſſible may bez more dan- 
crous ; the preſumprion. of carnall: hypocrites 
hat boulſter up themſelves with 'marvellous 
doldneſſein their courſe:z I beſeech you obſerve. 
t,itis true here, as they ſaid, Saul hath ſlaine his 
nouſands, bur Dawidhis ten thouſands: tefpaire 
th {laine his choafands; bur-preſumption his 
en thouſands : chat men may fiveare,and lye, and 
ouſen, and breakeallcommands, andyerhope 
) beſaved, yerthey hop@grace will ſavethem:; 
hey reſiſt grace(,7 yer hope Jeſus Chriſt will 
cw mercieunto them; they.oppoſe Chriſt; this 
: #2” 
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is that which, I ſay, hath (laine- many thou 
ſoulesamonglt us, and they are few that haye ig 
{plitat thisrocke; therefore, 1ay, this ſervethy 
reprove the baſeneffe, the vileneſſe of fochHyy 

_ crites that boaſt themtelyes, and comparethd 
| hopeswich tre hopes of the Saints : it is:tay 
| faythey, I cannot walke ſofreely, Icannotregy 
a Sermon, 1 want thoſe -parts that they: hav 
walke not fo curioufly, yer: I hope to be (avedy 
well asthey : this is that which hathſlainem 
thouſands of loules that now are roaring inhd 
and they may thanke preſumption for .it.-Na 
chis hope is not the bope of rhe Saints thebop 
ot the Saints is agrounded hope, bur theſe hop 
meerely bang upon ſome idle pleas and fool 
pretences, and ſome carvall-reaſonsz but In 
you they will fall; and their hopes will ſink6a 
_ they into the botromeleſie: pit before theyd 
aware: itis the command and coun{ell of Fri 
. Thatevery man ſhould be ready te give a reaſtneſ# 
| fanh andhepe thas @ in him x therefore )crus feel 
_ reaſons thatcarry you, the arguments oa Xs 
_ ſwadeyouro theſe groundlefle and fooliſhbopt 
| you hope tobe ſaved, and;you hope to goto 
. ven, and you hope to ſte the fate of God 
; comfort: let us ſee the ground for the ſc'hope# 
' yours,' good hope hath good: reafons,; grown 
| hopegroundedreaſons; you ſay, you bopejob 
| faved, and haye/no reaſon for its it isa fool 
hope, -an uar ble hope, the grounds the 
| fore of Hypocites are mainly five: | 1 
 * The'ignorantpoore filly man, he pleadeth 


F 
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a thinke it, hee canvac.cqnceve it, tharGod 
ch created any man for todamoebimg fureche 
«rd is more \mercifall chan. iſo, and; 4herefore 
ugh we bei (infull, aud bale,and carmward, yer 
> Lord will not damoeus: 1 anſwer therttore, 
; crac indeed, God did never preſerve men for 
;me end that he night damne cham; though 
as rue, hee chabmade. men, heewilldamne 
oft of menin helbfar their: (ans; cammittet] 
y that leadeth unoJift, few 1hire beitbat finde is; 
this the argumentofihy:hope?marke the folly, 
d oblerye the weakmeifie ofar 3 thcreation bee a 
ad 'argutient; / then: all the' Jamoed: ſhould 
me out of hell and be delivered;-nay. by thjs 
{on theDevill himſc{fe ſhauld:be-{aved ;they 
nowin hell; they weredreattdas well as you 
porant Glly .creqrures;. thinke of cheſe rhings 
w.your-hope: will ſhatter: and: breake under 
v, and you with them-will fall together into 
| botto.ulefle pit, Bſa.57.11, 'Sechow the: Lord 
pgeth this argument and canfureth-it,-it js.8 
ople that bath.no underſtanding, therekare.be 
it made them will norſaverthem,be that created 

mwil ſhew them nomercy,the textiaich, the 
rd faith frombeaven, thong; heemade thee; 
will not hew thee mereie, itthoncantinued? 
weed and:tr ions 011: fr turd ngita 
Another growerth inhope,thar God with ſherw 


ce unto him fin regard-of Gods fav 
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gooſe, "arid hoe| praiſerhthe Lord biel 
waned ay ing ettits lot is:fallen lintowy 
crea he doubtathi nor; bad 
Cod ito habeenchtsGocfroralitymb 
ſave Him; and. ſhelw-mercie UNO his foule;\q 
is theiſceond: ground; arid it-is apaore-fed 
ground roſupport:theſoule in ſack a caſeazih 
Tanfveritherefurethouarrdeceived ,Cliogal i 
thatiforun arammicnt of Gods lovc:and 
Which rathehmaypbee:an argument ofiGc 
tredand indiznations Pſalgeira, Thews 
riſb; ſaith rhecexr, thera man may fay; chip 
all ro heavenpthep wilt all betavedif theylop 0M 
erfiere; no, faith: re text, the > I (l 
ey may be-deſtroje , andperith for even 
war ret Grthe faughter; Toi ir 15 , 
arrfatred herezcthow haſt-more thaicarcea 
fire, 'thy clpdare fulf;; arc eter tan 
thy. breaſts fulliof milke. and chy-bont 
marrow, iris that/thou mighteſt bee defiroyt 
Pſal.” r. 5; Profperiric deſtroyeth;'the ſoulty 
+ wn. Iike ratsbaney.:now! woll Ks 
 mainſat-thits,. fuchama is:mottlike rolhy 
vatfoheearecrl moſtpoiſon2. (nay rarheytht 
toy —IE 
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Gad, ,many forrowesp many 'weakneſics, tmany- 
ubles in their-courfe;'many:lofles in! them 


e.theſe ſtayeth upth.ircomfores;-andiupoa 
ſe rounds they build their-hopesz4 have bad 


"hell inthis life;andE hapertrobave beavanin | 
; world to."COMme g 4. hope:thew - &$ Qnitry 


iv have beenetrbubled-im This'wor ;4tope 
La)lbe comforted iniancther world, 2nd hers 
eground of; your hopes: Lbeſecchi you con», 
eryvitat Lenſes; Lay this; altehe grievanecs 
whle;ſorrb1y ſickneſs ſbethey whac they will 
anlefſethy Heart be humbled by them, uoleſfe 
bes hroagks unto-theLotd Jcfs Chriſt by 
2m; they aredotarre from ay on. 
ptace abd/ſaivation wntd that phey.are 
biogers of-thefe ever] torments} -Yalt 
1 'endare in hell:  Sodomei and Gomoiraly 
y burnt inbrieſtane;:andthey;fhall | F3e 
; amman wonld have-faidthey-had offgir 
er chereforctheydbouldnothayeris h rd 


ravby? the-cextfict they ſufferedyongeance 


nemall fires why, brexheat-bbeſdorh youroby 
Yet, willany man nthabglach a 
the narnci ofrhs! nd ga 


= 
bl uae in, bein mAV (I8 0C6N+ 
" denined fhallpow 

hers beard 'rheir- hopes ard claſtaing rl, 


.upon the privileges thas-God behawers 
have, andin 


them; and che, meanes.they have 
tt /7 R 2 "regard 


En Ons js 
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regard of the duties they doe diſc 
_ though they thinke they have faire wh 
great hopes of heaven, why, fay they, Gadvi j 
powre:downe his wrath opon thofe thar knoy 
wr Jour and that-call not upon his nanie;hby 
cyowmaleofus, are wehearhet em 
hire ans/have not wee beene baprized, mt 
the Lord hath inabled us.to doe fotn in 17 wet 
call upon his name, and-ſeeke him by faſti 
ray er, and therefore he that hath done 
br us aid bath done © muchto'ps, fate 
give us heaven: Lanſwer, chat this: oltjat 
nor ſiifficientro beare'up-this hope, all they ; 
vilegesthowhaſt,all che meanes,ordinanceyth 
pn yeſt; unteſſerhy heart be'hombledg andy 
fouls brought-ro'Chriſt,: all cheſe will Ealing 


theezarid thou wilrgoe to hell, Kom:. 2: $$;Uk ej 
bes Jew thatis yo vemanrs .the Jewestht 


of this; they were cirtumciſed; dr 
Hear n were not! hr circumciſed) rhey werefl 
Fedof a4brabam; bit cheHeathenmetenoy 
wi ifnech allthis he is nora;Jew.,thar is a] 
wonlly thy bapeiſme, c<hy-praying, and'thyin 
| PRs ONS  protiebythems) no comor 
chewy, JF rhou majoraine-21wicked' Aife;-at 
nk ty heart; therefore this will nor ſerve 
_riifne,you know it, and rhe Seri irs 
| Tudo an Apoſtle; Taddr called 
with "our Saviour,'and 
6th; he war Devidhchets 7 and ich 
fot -—_y che Gin vg GEES FID pre 
heart 
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| hearelL,ard prayefubowiidat egJoe | 

100,and ſwearextnog ng 1ghuand thier 
rome will never þeare,theewpsiin oily 14 = 
When they fee all this wiiheope: | 

then they makea ſhift pln mere, 0d hr 

hapethat will and 4ewin {ieghpandidagthong 

good,when nothing Chery be 

{þall hears catnall wicked. men: on &. 

ſelves uaught, their ſhnpes many, ang 

err ens, = Gadita, 
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tion may v.comfartys, noythe exp "6 

kinds- Sutiog with AION age 

ations tharweeehayEV WC an ea yuics 

norzhe priviſeg esrharwe fic 

imercie o themſelvevnaygonts JAR 

eeive merciey. why* then noſe 

haye us de ſpaireyand:cafbawey abith 7 
221100 2d83J},c 1209 Cord eh ae 

"The ruth ivgas1 Imftimotaniebieheivny 

der than It is, ſod muſt!nde! rhake25t 2art 
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Finges, I on excry orngy ane) everyev 
that yer you live, thinke. with \ eur. ſolves, repre 
od given me this bope,bialiberry and chacmy: 
lif-is continued, whiy: now! your {elves t@ 
get MEICY's Ibefcech youthipkeofiry iff pou be 
Jot wrought vpon by the: Word, if Heavenand 
F:rth (bould. meet together to fave thee; andan 
Angell from Heaven would-{peake:comtort\unto 
hee, all would falle: therefore you ſeeby this 
ime in what caſe theſe are; goe alideand mourn 
for your ſelves and- neighbours; this ſay; if'you 
will continue proud andiwrcked, there isnohops 
or you, all the hops. is this, jidw are-yer alive, . 
he Lord may bumblechar beart, hee mayenligh- 
2n your eyes, he may warke ofon ye ſcule;, elſe 
gf Dope ape pr rs my ith 
- Itisan ale of conſolation, and you . 
de content to heare that. m, a pes refire! : 
oobſcrye what I ſay, take notice here,char every 
A on Gnner. :may -/ rake” ſore 
aund here to. ſtay his:foule, chdoghetiach <f- 
quieted, though exceedingly perplexed * when 
eſoulc ſeemeth to be aloofe  offromts Lord, 
Then the Lord 'doth noe ſhine ores theiſweer. | 


cfſe of his mercy pon 
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Text ſairh,i Bleſſed is (every yriun char: -waiteth zu 
ae Lord i be dothinot ſay, bleſtd'is theta the 
| bathſenſe.of Gods Favour, bleſſed isthemanthit 
hath aſſurance of-Gods mercy ; but bleſſed i thi 
man that waireth' upon the Loxdo-thou Tailt that 
capſt not doe this, cand thou Ganſt nor doe tha; 
Layzfrhou canſt but wait and Hopefor the mer 
of the Lord, I faythou art-a rick Chriſtian: itz 
man hath many reverſions, though he hath they 
not for the:preſcyt, men thar j judge of his «ſtate 
willnotjudge him fer bis preſenr eſtate; but fix 
hisrevesfions which.hee ſhal{ have : haply tbe 
Laſt not for the preſent the ſenſe and feeling o 
the. aſſiranc e of Gods love ; away wit! tail 
ling, doe not dote upon. ir,thou haſt reverſion; 
old. leaſes; ancient .mercies, old "compaſſons, 
 ſachas hed beene reſerved ome beg inning 
the, world,and know tkouhaſtafaire in ericantt 
this Arora nm Sets pres ger 
now pope tpat W {rene gone Nope for-why [bd 
hope F- that which .4 I; "Wee-are fared | 
rh Gope: nowifyog would have hop- tobe te 
Cn yon want OY i : 
IrnAt: eye, Fetx thou IM 
iti enough,that hope will favethy ſoule. Itisd 
Golly ofcr of our finfull proud hearth] thar ſorrictiuh 
in the ſenſe of our. owne finnes-ahd Gght ofa 
owne unworrhinefle, wealmoſt did! He folod: 
upon; what God harh tone fer v3;(dndevech onh if 
dennouhe kindnefſoofths Lord That v1 
UN hin, Tees rhe Lou $,upon th 
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57 bim; ud waiÞ for bis giv-ehe wrercheddi 


emper:of the ſoater woo fell do xirty heaven 


nd our ſelves; becauſe we-cannothave whar we 


rould:nay wequatrelhagainftthe mieangof graces 


har availe meanesand. helpes as hy av" hz 
ch a ſtubborn nwghry: heart?! Pſa}, 2574. "Ie 
be L1rd rakech pleaſaye tn rhoſe that feare him, and 
uis for bis mercy? 'alas brethren, ourofthe pride 
yoar owne ſpirits; yon fall our with God afid 


our ſelves, and ſo deprive your ſelyes of this 
| 190, tet of a ypc pre eioey ens qu 26 


amfort. . | "mt 8.701 TOY Ty} 

But you wHl-fay, were my hopes of the right 
umpe, andof the right coyne thenaman might 
mfort himſelfe therein: rhough'he wanted the 
ne of Gods love;andthe aſlirance of his tnercy: 
ut cheroate many falſe hopes; fly hopes;leane 

pes; how fall a 'man know thar his hope is 
undand'igood; and wilt comfort him??.5' © 1 


You maykrow'irby'theſefoure particulars; - 


The firſt is this;'a grotmded> Hopes iethath's 
<culiar certainty m iry{ivdorh bn hotcunms 
de fonle -in ſpecial” manner: the goodneſs of 
od, andthe riches ofhislover in" Jeſus Chriſt i 
is ſame groded hope <dorb not" fiand upary 
rand 4dr, bus ib ſaith;it milf be unfoubredty;; 
muſt certainly/bee mine: aridorhisYourmuſt” 
dow, It nega makeathing es 

certame. Hope: maketh'things infallible and 
rdoubred, and withalſtherols'd kitideofdpect» 
ty, a bringingchomaof Gods|pobitieſſe wits: 

ule, iapronar miannertope thoyoo I 
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"ihaba ward to harig and hold upon: ?{al.t3e; 36 
i wairwpon che Lind, und 1 hopt inbi terd oa 
Rome t 5. 4+ All things are wrizeen for evriuſiralin 
- #bas rhroagh the confore of the Sev iptures wet mig 
have bege ; here. is hope, rot through! youre 
firs, imagimationsahd-dfcames; bur. throught 
Scripebite: wemighthavehope\a grounded hey | 
is aScripturc hope, it 13 aword hope; andthen 
fore thoſe that cannot bring a word, and-gi " 
reaſon for their Lope, I would rorgiveanulhan 
* afarthing coken tor a merged cart loadof io 
hopes: No, it is Law: hope, it is' Goſpel 
Scripture hope, Word hope; - ſo that the ſoub 
can lay, the Word ſaith, the Lord catnetofn 
thoſe thatare loſt, why Lfinde my 'felferobe ld 
and therefore' I hope the Lord ill ſeeke ine 
though Leannor feekebim zI hope the Lord 
finde me, thongh I cannot finde thy feife'; Tho 
the Lord iwill fave'me, though 4: Kreconk: | 
_ Elf. ek. licpesof thewvicked' ow he 
cloud, are ave grovided u Y4Cenc 
of the Scriprure, :rbcy crowd aff inthe gent ' 
I hope to fate as wiſhias others, and; other h 
mercy, and why noel} - And betxceche he 6x0 
the: wicked: are: uhſtedfaft: and waycting © 
man > 0909 pret—mem teed *He-NTODYC: Pi 
Sinus arte and 
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" one (0 nothing ; Prov. 8. 28. The-bope of the 
io ig6:co ſb: be glad, bar cbe'expriacion of the wit- 
þ iS 
| bed ſhall periſh. As. wha ſhoald:fay, though the 

ayes be great, and the ſtormes violent; yer the 
anchor ſhall bee faſt, andthe ſhiplhallcome ſafe 
to havens bur it-is otherwiſe with the wicked, 

eirhopes doe periſh-|.VWhat is become of your” 
hopes now? you thought you ſhould bee ſaved, 
2nd that you (honld doe as well as others; bur 
when the day of judgement commeth,and the laſt 
orcat day of account ſhallbe, whar then ſhall be= 
come of all your hopes? You ſhall ſee, ir isas if 

man ſhauld plead fora mans inheritance, be- 
cauſe he did dwell ih the ſame. rowne, and were 
of-che ſame name. | But now the Sainrs of God, 
wheg.they come, to ;lay claime: to: mercy, they 
ring a hold, 2 word, 7ſay'61;3. He appointeth vhem! 
that mozurne in Sion « will ycu have a legacy of joy; 
mercy,and pitry ? here iris the Lord Chriſt leftie 
you, I bequeath rhisand leave it toall you broken 
hearted ſinnerspto all you humble mourning fins 
nersin Sion : this is your legacy, ſie foritiththe 
and you ſhall have ir for ever. Hence Dx- 
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cruch ofthe promiſe : :the> Spirir you know; 

ſh:wed; ſtirreth. thehearr:ro hope': now hemp 
neth hopeſo ro God,charthe eye of the ſoulegy 
cth-that way and cannot bee taken from it, butht 
will goepromiſe-ward;andGod-ward. Hencetaks 
a poore-{inner, when bez ivarthe weakeſt witty 


water; when all remprations; oppoſitions, tl 


ruptions,: grow ſtrong againſt eherm, the Lordles 
reth them Jooſe againſt rhe-ſoule;: nay?lerterh the 


Poore ſoule come razoynefrdewitt Satan agyinl} 


himſelfe, andche gaodneffe ofthe Lord ; andbe 
fairh;the truth-of irs, T fhall one day perifhby 
the hand-of Saul - this proud fooliſh filthy heat 
of mine, 4t will be my ara It had berter form 
never to-have' beene; iT ſhall -hever ger os: 
ſtrength and: grace:againſt.'theſe Pda v 
the loweſt.undet of a poore ſonte.If a nan ſhould 
now reply, why then caſt off ajl hope and cb 
dencr, reje& the meanes. 9 ys to your fins; 


Matke how hope ſtepperh in and faich, ir i os 


"what: ever:Lamgnd doe,: what evermy co 


Is, I witluſe the.means, iam ſar6all my belp 
in;Chriſt; ial my hope isinthe Lord Jeſus, and « 


Imbuſt periſh, Lwitl periſh ſeeking im, '«ndw 


ting upon him, Why, thisis hoperio;and I 
rantthatſoule ſhaillnever het ©Þ Pſ4b;"Vh 


$1. My beers feimed, and my hope was in th 
phjon 3 2187, Iolweis for rhe Lord, hb 
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— The onles effetaall cabling ro Chriſt, 


. - I Ic 
. — * 
« wap 


ricked #6 not [00-2 ng, andthe laſtverſe, thy 


vill commeth of tle-Lord, and why ſboult>1 wait any 
paper & PIOU. 14.32. .Tte hope of che 'wiched is dri« 
-n away; tharthough a man ſtood-uponhis box. 


ome, and ail the world caald notperſwade him 
othe contrary, but that he ſhauld be:faved, and 
ice ſhould -goe to heaven, though proud Mil; 
hough vaine ſt3ll, but his hopeſhall-bee driven 
way, but the righteous ſhall ltiave hope in his 
Jcath-: friends faile,life faile, and wealth faile,bar 
ethe hath hopein hisdeaths. Low fe 2 1, 
As the ſtrenigth of this hope: is-great inregard 
ff all oppoſttioa that commech tothe contrary; 
b allo the-excellency and ſurpaſſing worth of thifs 
ope, which overſbadoweth-all-thechopes.in the 
rorld, thatcan be.offered, propannded; defired;; 
| eme nothing: ro this hopey which theſoule 
th to God; that when the-(oule commeth' ro 
de drawne ro God, ard to-hopein him, allothey 

zopes hold no weight :_hopeth notfor honour, 


2 profit, nor liberty, nordelight ;-ic diſcoveratts 


he baſeneſle ofthele;ſo thatthoſoulecarethnor 
or any thing elſein compar:ſon.* It is in this caſe 
vith-the {oule, as with: the: houndy the hound 
ply followerh the wr bee ſpevr, 

Iiyred; yerif therecomeg; feb bare, [yerthe 


ery ſent of a freſh: ovewill make hitn leaveall :\ 


dit is here, though lcrerofore bee hath: had ma-: 
y games inche world; he hoped for honour and: 


riches of Gods merey in Chriſt, ivleaverh the! 


old: 


——. 


— 


"The Sendes Afal cabingto Chxif, 


ald profics, the old contents, 'the old deligh 
thathe hads, Heh, 21. 23. 4d theſe died hb 
when they had falured the. rms 
{cryc hereacarvalibearted Hypocrire, bishopy 
be vaine, idle and uriceriainez the truth is, ifty 
warld oiverh other hapesof honour,andprofi 
and delighes, heledverh i his hope,and with D 
he embraceth the preſent world ;/ bur the; 
ofGod are not ſo, Heb. 11. 25. Moſes nigh 
had great honovur, but he ferſooke bis honour,-an 
an eye r0 rhe recompence of reward, 
.* Thelaſtis taken fromthe vertueof awd 
the ſpeciall fruic andeffe&:thar it workerhiiithy 
foals. z Agrounded hope it iP aeSs | uþ 
ply and fycconr, when all the reſt of a mans. 
lities. faile, and-are-not ablero nficineanife 
port hs Golely when defirefailerh, and -iove li 
terh, I meane im hisowne ſenſe and apprehenion 
' Ifay,theo bope ſapporteth the ſoule, Pſal.'t6.% 
My freſh ſhall reſt in hope, that is, bope will giei 
man reft in the moſt miſcrable forloroe con n 
tioathatmay be,char when the heart is 
ſay, where is the meanesrhar 1 havc had, 
good dayes thar I have- ſeene > this dead hea 
cannor bee quickned; F am as dead asthergk 
where 1.ath, and the bed-where:I 1ye'whh 
hope will ofve 2a man reſt in chis cgndirion, 1 
 Hethſhallreſt in hope. Looke'as inthe fea whi 
nn 0 es In Fe nd 
Ren u hope, et TIC A403 
bother ; Gnkony h the maſt, the: faile; andal 
bake perth anho holders —y 


The Soalereffebtnall culling ro 'Chritt 
emſelves for loſt; deſpaire of allhelpe,” 
nckor holdethz andherecils. t 
| anckor in this particular,that KCL Man t ll 
othing to ſuſtaine] him, yet-commeth jin-ehis | 
race of hope, yetit may be berter, and itwilt be 
cherwiſe,chis apholdeth whennorhiing clſecan; 
is not, but yet bopeſaich;citwillibe} cherefore 
eareup that fainting ſonle of ithine;thatlove 
50d will enlargey that defire God will quicken; 


- 


[s 


bat fearfull heart God will eſtabliſh, that dead 
art God will quicken; thus the:\anckor ho{- 

eth (till from day today, henee hope livrſaid £6 

e the nurſe ofthe ſonle, itnouriſherh faith; and 

 feedeth faith, hope fercherh che promiſe from 
re, Lord thou baſt ſaid it;;and therefore ircatie 

otbutbe : I beſcechi you; obſerye, looked as ir; is 
itha man thatcannoticeathing afarref;/er 

ith a proſpeRive-glaſſe he-may; ſee. itz ſorhere; 
dw ever eye cannor'ſee it,the heart cannotfeele 
yer hope waiteth (till, expeReth.ſtill;as a man - 

12 ſounding fic, he-cangor! ſee and heate;' yet 

iere is ſome life inthe hearty 4nd that bringeth 

1Magaine,ſo when a mans heartwouldfaile,and 

e 1s overwhelmed with - forrow:and-defpaire, 

icn yer the pulſe of bopei beatech- ſtill; chere is 

us life of hope left ſtill-in-the heartofa Chri+ 

ian; but it is not ſo with, the wicked,- their - 
Ipes are not like the hopes of Gods ſervants. It 
afine place, ob 11. laſt verſe, The hope of the wic+ 

ds lite che giving wp of the ghoſt; that though's 

an can lift up his head full high, and;/thinkehe / 
ullbe aved and goe to heaven, though bode: 

.. riet 
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whiyj,/1a' man: ildabenatien, Ali 1. Th 

wreirh, I'never did any whing, never. hal i 

thang, bur chinbwhiich ontſeDcaradl! Hy 

have bad bhave prayed; and 7pdes pray 

be li88in bell dadifoinnyiiibe ro, San Soght 

EITE: ofa 
our owneheart, 'chearenp your owne{ 

Lnpodaianof ferns fivobr from God;' 

o 35 {fairvthefoole;rhere ivnocomfort fot 

why? hurdle there rherc ie OH 

(4 nr inevereie; Brculas'l haven 


nit Th pores tent realtt 
Looke as a rreevhut 46: Falling, there are 


b firongiprige-it 'th©3006f; and Gkeronng 


endic bringerfifometimesa. dar cl fr 
{oiristieze;eboughtefins; [- var be tical 
ww the word md? Ordinances, per there is -- 
of hope; and-1hav fis eth the- ſole, : 
fouls faith! wmto the Lord, thou haſt fan, 
broken: hearted firmer: ſbatthuve jercle, Þ 
{o,1T am wearie and heavietaden, ther 
nol As Thave adeat heart, bord: biry 
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-t. everyone. | LOPX: 3. 4 
here ach the. a 03 


ou-have any hope ayen, 1 — 
eaſure in Chr labour to quicken, this; 

an aboe 4ll.; here. Lam Salley 
ad che meaBese 3) 11S a nidho 2 110 
The firſk motive iz-chis,;7i0 ts B@ Motive I, 
areuſe of woo 
dat is mol 


ung mare al '} 


oa NF 


X "ID 
- " 76." ONE OY 
A© + 4 > 5 oO 
$5 3 5 P £, 
® So wv T4 
21 : . F 
ZY 


- - ES, 


1iho Chriſt: 47 


| Motive 2. 


LOA BR as er 44h 


= am ye — | 
oe, ſo in the time of.our pi Tine c herew 
woe TE biHb GFA Spe/ 5 i i 
the wordof God oberg hs diy. 
theword profitcth not, thou commeſt the'ſe 

. day;andyetrhe word prevailech not, thon 6 
meſtthethir ines etthe word hamb bjeth N 
cothe fl; ope- iff 'the Lord may be pleaſtd 
lat to ſet home fome word, thias may hob 
thy hearr,and quicken thy foule, and ſabe th 
corruptions. +: $CANBA IMTH, 

#The Fe is this we hate moſt th 
of it,as nothing is more uſefal},ſo noting hon 


- needfull for the benefit of the ſoule:you kr | 


warre,thoeſe placesof the body thatare moſt 
dy tobe affauſtel,; 'they:I60ke ro fence thats 


cially; 24nowtheBead of every fotldier, the a 


; 


fore every one getteth'a h&idepeece;and W 


ſarero'get a hemer ebour him:now 'whatali 1eah 
torhe Thr | 


ee ee 
urs 


The Soules eff-Small calling ro Chriſt, © 
rinue;but if his head-peece be gone.all is gone; a 
riſtian may want many; inlargements, many 
comforts, many abilitics,but if his head-pecce be 
vone,if his hope be cutoff, alas ! hetiath-norhing 
ro ſupport and ſaſtaine himſelte in the-time' of 


tro ble. | 33 | | 
| This hope is that whereby our bearts'are kept Horive 3+ 
both in the love of God, and proyoked encoobe- 

lience unto God, 1ude 215. Keepe 30ur ſehves in the 

love of God, expeRing the mercie of God; now this 

5s nothing but the worke of hope, and brethren, 

this is a rule,tmlefle we expe ſonie- mercie from 

od,we will never looke after him,we will-never 

obey him,never walke with him, but when: wee 

expe& ſome good thing comminguntons; then 

wee love him and: follow after biav: bur {ome 

might here ſay,ic is true, wedoubt not of the come 

fort and bencfit that commeth- by 'it, but what 

meanes are there that mighthelpe a man to hope 

inthe goodnefſe of God; how (hall a-man uphold- 

his ſoule in! ſome meaſure -m-expeRing mercie 

from the Lord ? 4h. Themeanes;are three; 

| Labout above all ro caſt outallcarnall ſenſuali- Mearer I. 
tie;that commonly'creeperh upon us, and would 7 
prevaile 'over ps,\ L:,meanc this thag weewould 

ane live by.ſenſe; car 'carnall-heatry be. ſenſual 
creatares, we would faine five by qar ſenſe, whac 

we ſeewitly our eyes; and feelewith our fingers; 
re 

pee Can ave rpothing'an, hope2+how-wheniu 
ontheprefenc things; then you purihope ae og 


©. 


"The gealts efetuattalivges on "Ys 


offices; Rom, 8. 24...emare ſaved;brough hep o.4 

| boperhar ir feewe ti nabopez a Mair doth novhk, 

 forwrhing:that hi hath, biit hope alwoyge 
pediz good thit ts tatome; this-is the wn y 

tous forcifh diſtemper' of our wreeched he 


- that wee will rruſt-God no further than w 


\- - him? 4851.9 wilt eliow ew reſtore the fi 


domerofi{cacl;juft now; iſo:here, faith chela 
may 1 now have gract,may Inow have afſlar; x; 
may | now have the evidence of Gods love? 
Twoald have irnout,;where:now is hope ll 
while yourake away theworke of hope, wh 
you would have things ptefent:; wee —_—_ 
obilde maſt wait for his portion before hee bud 
 ir;&youmuſt ftaypourtime, awd} be CODE 
| withithe: Ucaling of the” Lord toward 16408 
er 271i 3 :{5in 
: You lt dil tend nc labour i mi 
acquainted with the precions prom! 
tohayethem at hand, andaupon all occaſion 
clioſearcrhyconforrs, theſe are-they that! ppM 
Rs — C ng, on 
wnfit for any thing, natuiie growetn its 
and weake,a paleface,afaint heart,afceble 
| ates gab aoh — ry 
promiſes; ave 
hand daily; and havethem diſhed our and: 
forhin, this heart will faile > Hom. may 4:4 
9 hunt ug? * 


onus | 
£ cho eſp! $198 
bn nr pies power! ro Gipport Ye 


The Sonles effeinall coling to'Chriſt- 
x i$40t in any power here below, bur through the 
Wo tprure : yee might Dave: WPt, and-throgetr 
he power ofthe holy Ghoſt Sbrethien;f beſeecty 
-0n offerve it, white wee looke upon our owne. 
nfirmitics on one fide, and the feebleneſſe of the 
neancs on the other ſide;rhis is the-next way'tO- 
J4mop2 our hope, rodcad oarthearts, andtorake: 
way all vur comfort: and affarance ;'this is nor 
heway'to abound im hape through the power of 
he holy Ghoſt I beſeech you obſerver, all 
heſe chings hare below cannor give any com- 
orc,a mar may asTfoone wringotle or water ouc' 
of a flint; as wring comfort 'out of theſe meanes. 
n all rheſe outward things there is- no-ſound 
omfort or hope, there be theſe three things ,ei- 
her wee ſhall nor finde comfort or:contemtment. 
n them, orielfe not ſufficient conrent; 'oreHe no 

pnſt#hr, no continiall convent, Its with the 
dope of -a-poore Chriſtian,' g3 with oahy dove, 
befoand no reſt:rpon the earth-forthe Gle'of 
& foot ;" ſoit is with'dor wrerched hears, wee 
end out or Lopeto-bar abulities;.:to rhe mweatzes 
re doeienjoy, tO'our Preyers and performarices- 
xee doe diſcharge; abdthys all owr hopes breake 
md faile ns, for in-alll theſe rhings There is no - 
oot-holdF5rhope; welmaRt anckerourfobrhoſt 
Chriſt; what Thyanc Chriſt ban ſapply, vhar 4 
deed Chriſt can give, whar iv goodfor me Chrift 
anbeftow, what Thave-dene-anmſe 'Chtift can 
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ſha know there © a Ged'in Iſrael ; though theKig 
cannot beale, yet aGodcan ; though the meang 
cannox, yert.che Lofcan, ſo-ir is here, thehqy 
thata man hath in theſe things here below, ml 
the hope in the Goſpell : A man ſenderh our hy 
hope, having a wounded conſcience, hee noy 
gocth to his gifes, that they ſhould pacifichim;k 
ſendeth; out his: hope to his prayers, that thy 
ſhould eaſe him ; marke what they ſay, are wt 
God, wecannot helpe ; Fur heare whattheyws 
miſe ſaith, thougb.prayers cannot, though pat 
cannot,though outward belpe cannot, yertherel 
a Godin Ifrael,there is a promiſe that 15ablt, hen 
is mercie enough, bere-is 'power and com 
enough. | | = 4 
 |Maintaine inthy heart a'deepe and ſerious 
knowledgement of thar''ſupreme 'authoritied 


the Lord,todoe what he will and how he wills 

cording to his owne pleaſure; brethren, I delerd 

you to obſerve it, this I rake to be the groung 

why the heart of a poore finner is marveliod) tt 

ken up with paſſion and diſternper, and a14ind 
et 


of reachy ſhortneſle ; wee thinke to bring! 
too bow, we have hoped thus long, and© 

not anſwered, wee have ftood ſo'Jong, aridM 
comfort,and ſhall we waic (till ? wait 2 I wait, tt 
blefſe God that youl may wait ; if you. may 1j*# 
Gods feer,and put.your mouth in the duſt, and 
the end of your dayes have one crum of merc 
It 1s enotigh, therefore checke thoſe diſtewp® 
what if God will? when a wretched finner wralf 
leth with God for his dealing with him, Paw 


ji} 


The Soules effe wall calling to Chriſt, 


—h him ſhort, what if God will? ſo. when chon 
»inkeſt the time long, when Lord, and how long 
ord, what it God will 2 he oweth thee nothing, 
hon deſcryeſt nothing, what if God will damne 
hee, and will fend chee to hell ?: ir is a moſt ad- 
nifable ſtrange ching, that a poore worme wor- 
hie of hell ſhould take up ſtare, and ſtand upon 
-armes with God, and he will not wait upon 
od, who mult waitthen?muſt God wai:,or man 
ait? muſt the Creatour wait, or-the creature 
ait? 451, 9. wilt thou now reſtore the king- 


lome to Iſrael, it is not for you ro know the times- 


d the ſeaſons; as who ſhould ſay, hands off, 
eddle with that you have ro dos withal, It is 
"Yr you to wait, it is for you to'expet mercie,it is 
2 for you to know: ſo I wonld have yon todoe, 
hen you begin ro wrangle and to ſay, how long 
ord, whe Lord, and why not now Lord, and 
hy not I Lord 2 why? checke thy owne heart 
d-ſfay, it is not for me to know, itis for me tobe 
bumble,and to beabaſed,and to wait for mer- 

_.-. + Cy, butir isnorfor me to know 

the time. : 


Thus much concerning Hope : Now followerh 
of next Dehice, 


Pofirine. . 


Every one that hath head had lum 


F Faber, commeth unto me, 


A N this great worke of vocat ot 
there are two things conſiders 
d Firſt, rhe.call on Gods partbyti 
E ciblog of the GofpeN; Secoib 
=y ly, the gracious anſwer to Guy 
call, Now as all the ſoule departed from Godh 
ic muſt bee all brought backe agaitfe to: 06 
Therefore, firſt the underſtanding is eolightuel 
and that gives notice to the ſoule that mercyisi 
tended towards it; theri hope.cxpetts thar mery 
and thendeſixe wanders about omeaiony 
ordinance, and longsfarithatimercy. 
.The Doftrine then which ariſeth hence istli 
that The. Spirit of the Lord quickens. the ja 
humble an inlightned Smery.codong for the ridtt 


bis mercy in Chriſt. 


For the right conceiving of this Doftis 


three paſſages aretobe underſtood 3 


- Firſt, that this deſire 1s in the heart humbled a 
* anlighrned * if either of theſe two be wanting, : 


59 qannot: grow oP . 
90 


oe. 


"—The Soules effeBual calling ro C briſt, 


' Seconely, this defire is quickned by the Spirit 1 
pr chough che ſoule bee humblcd and made no- 
hing, and be content to be at Gods diſpoſall ;, yer 


is-not ablc through any principle oflife which 


hath of ir ſeife ro bee carried roany ſach ſuper- 
xurall worke as this deſire is: thererore the Spi- 
cruſt q4icfes and move rhe heartthus hnmbled 
dinlightned co long forthe riches of Gods mer- 
nd this defire 15 called the litring up of the 
27 afcer rhe gvod it wants, As the Infant cane 
2190 #1:hour th + hand of the Father, ſoa poore 
ner (in hinſelf+ confidered) is as an Infant, 
nd nc abl2 to life up himſelfe ro this defire any 


rther than the Lord inableshim'by his grace 


d ſpiric. The bowle is fit rorunne, yet It Can 
nne no longer than the ſtrength of che hand 
icksuponit : So the humble inlightned ſoule is 


jc tocome fo Chriſt, yet it will not, nay it can= 


otſtir farther than the hand of the Spirit moves 
. Let every poore broken hearted ſrnner rake 
jotice of it, for this will informe yon of aſtrange 
inde of truth, remember this, you muſt not 
binke to-bring defire with you to the promile, 
at receive deſire from the promiſe: Iris a vaine 


ning tothinke that if rhe oares be in the boar, 


c boat muſt needs goe; indecd the oare will 
nove the boat, but the hand of the Ferri-man 
naſt firſt move the oare : The ſonle islike the 


are,and unleſſethe hand of the Spirit moycsonr 


tefire, it cannot move towards the Lord. 


| Laftly, the Dodrine faith the ſpirit quickens 
IP the heart to lexg for the riches of Gods mercy; 


TS the 


Note. © 


_ 


The Soules effeAuall calling ro Criſe, © 


- thedefires of the wicked are flahy, lazy andfr, 


 Matth.12.,20, 


ble, andcome to nothing, Bur. cven as hel 
ing dcfire of a woman with childe will rotleyy 
her. till her life doth leave her, fo-the defi 
which the promiſe workes will never leaveth 
{oule rill ie be poſſeſſed ofthe thing it deſires, O 
Saviour ſaith,4 braiſed reed ſhall he not breake,a 

that ſmoakizg flax ſhall hee net quench. Now 
all know thar flax will not ſmoake, unleſf t| 

ſparkles come to it , but when the ſparkles hay 
raken the flax, then it doth ſmoake, and willng 
zeave till it come toa flame. The foule is liteth 
fl:x, and it will never ſmoake in defirc towad 
the Lord, till the Lord by his Spirit inthe 
miſe doth ſtrike fireupon it : the Lord mult int 
ſtrike fire by the promiſe upon the ſoule, befor 
It can ever flame in a deſire towards the Lord; 
2nd when it doth once ſmoake in a holy deſir; 
the Lord will not let it faile before he brings itt 
a perfe& flame, . and before ir bee poſſeſſedd 
Chriſt and mercy which itlongs for.  _ | 
| Thercafen of this order of Gods worke, vi 


_ defire comes next aſter hope is this , becauſe & 
- fireisthat other affection which ſerves the gre 


commandrefle of the ſoule, the will, for theſe alt 
Gions are as hand>maids to ſerve the with, -Ti 


will faith, I will have this or that good, and there 


_ forehope wait youfor it, and deſire, longyou® 


terit : Hope isthe fartheſt and greateſt reach 0 
the ſoule; for when the ſoule is donting *! 
quirrelling, and ſaith, will the Lord doe good# 
uch an unworthy wrerch as Lam : yes fach 

| : | MIIV 
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The Soules eff, uall cabling 0 Chriſt, - 


nind inlight.ned, mercy is intended towards thee, 
hen hope goeth out to wait and looke for this 
percy. Now whenthe ſoule hach waited a long. 
ime, and yetthis mercy comes nor, and he mar- 
els at it and faith, the Lord hath faid the weary 
oule ſhail bee refreſhed : Oh where are all thoſe 
recious promiſes? then the will ſends out defire 
o meet with thatgood which will not yet come, 
nd ſo deſire goeth wandring from one ordinarce 
o another, till ic bring Chriſt home to the ſoule. 
\s agentleman doth when he expetts ſome noble 
2rſonage, hee ſends oue a man to wait in ſuch a 
lace, and bring him word whether he ſeeth him 
no: afterwards when he recurnes and fairh he 
zeth him not, the gertleman ſends ont another 
nefſenger to meethim afarre off, and folikewiſe 
d bring him and give him entertainment : So it - 
$ withthe ſoule ofa poore ſinner in this caſe, . 
Now how doth the Lord by that promiſe quic- 
enup this deſire ? 
I anſwer, the cordials that God ers in, and the 
dtives that make efe- ſoule wander. towards 
od are three, or thus : Thereare three ſpeciall - 
onl1d-racions of good in the promiſe that doe 
ffectually worke upon the heart-to bring deffres 
frer, | 
Firſt, there js a peculiar good in the promiſe awrive 1: - 
at 15 ſurable to all the wants of the ule; there 2 MF 
afalve for every fore; Eſay 61. 1,2, Artthona 
ad foule?goc tothepromiſe, there is quickning 
or eh | | 
irnce, Artthoua weake foule? gone tothe pro- 
ue, there is grace to make thee ſtrong, Art 
Y 3 | 6 thou 
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The Soules effeAuall, calting co Chriſt, F 


- Matth.12.20, 


che defires of the wicked are flaihy, lazy andjy, 
ble, andcome to nothing. But even as the ons 
ing dcfire of a woman with childe will rot lemy 
her till her life doth leave her, fo the defi 
which the/promiſe workes will neyer leaveth 
{oule till it be poſſeſſed ofthe thing it deſires, Oy 
Saviour ſaith, 4 bruiſed reed ſhall he a0t breake, al 
that ſmoakizg flax ſhall hee not quench. Now 
all know that flax will not ſmoake, unleſſe th 
ſparkles come to it; but when the ſparkles hat 
raken the flax, then irdoth ſmoake, and willng 
cave till it come toa flame. The ſoule is litetl 
Flax, and it will never ſmoake in defirc towad 
the Lord, till the Lord by his Spirit tn thepto 


miſe doth ſtrike fireupon it : the Lord muſt fir 


ſtrike fire by the promiſe upon the ſoule, beine 


it can ever flame in a/defire towards the Lord 
2nd when it doth once ſmoake in a holy deſir 


the Lordwill not let it faile before he bringsitt 
_ a perfe&t flame, and before it bee poſleſſeds 
Chriſt and mercy which it longs for. 


iuchan unworthy wretch as I am: yes wu 


The rcafen of this order of Gods worke, vl! 
deſire comes next after hope is this , becauſe 
fire is that other affection which ſerves the grtd 
commandrefſe of the ſoule, the will, for theſe all 
Rions are as hand-maids to ſerve the with, 1 
will faith, I will have this or that good, and thett 
fore hope wait youfor it, and deſire, long you® 
terit : Hope isthe fartheſt and greateſt reach ® 
the foule; for when the ſoule is donbting #9 
quarreiling, and ſaich, will the Lord doe good"! 


| 
[ 
| 


mind 


W751 ES. | T0, IG. > 0 LS 
q 72 ASCO of OE ET ot, ” _ my hn Meta, AUS can Dn it A IIS ——— ITO 
a Wt 21S 5 Ae 6 b. "OELIS CE En nn LORE a OR EU SR IEC $f ery Herts 


Fi 


tt —_——— tet 


The Souleseffe Bull caling 10 Chriſt, - 


nind inlightned, mcrey iSintended towards thee, 
hen hope goeth out ro wait and looke for this 
percy. Now whenrthe ſoule hach-waited a long 
ine, and yetthis mercy comes nor, and he mar- 
els at it and faith, rhe Lord hath ſaid the weary 
zule (hail bee refreſhed : Oh whereare all thoſe 
recious promiſes? chen the will ſends out defire 
omeet with that good which-w1ll not yet come, 
nd ſo deſire goeth wandring from one ordinarce 
o another, till ic bring Chriſt home to the ſoule. 
\s agentlemandoth when he expetts ſome noble 
erſonage, hee ſends oue a man to wait in ſuch a 
ace, and bring him word whether he feeth him 
no: afterwards when he retarnes and fairh he 
ceth him not, the gentleman ſends ont another 
nefſenger to meethim afarre off, and ſolikewiſe 
p bring him and give him entertainment : So it - 
s withthe ſoule ofa poore ſinner in this caſe. . 
Now how doth the Lord by that promiſe quic- 
enup this deſire ? 
I anſwer, the cordials that Godlers in, and the 
dtives that make ete- ſoule wander. towards 
od arethree, or thus : Thereare three ſpeciall - - 
dnlid-racions of good in the promiſe that doe 
fectually worke upon the heart-to bring defires 
frer, | 
Firſt, there is a. p2culiar good in the promiſe awrive 1: 
at 15 ſutable to all the wants of the ſoule ; there®Þ—_PEÞ oo 
afalve forevery fore; Eſay 61. 1,2, Artthona 
ad foule?go- toche promiſe,there is quickning - 
or ch ; 
race, Artthoua weakefoule? gone tothe pro- © 
ie, there is grace to make thee ſtrong, Art 
TY 2 thou - 


 TheSoules effet® ualicalting toCh G b w— 


thou a damned loſt foule?goe tothe promiſechey 
1s ſalvation to ſave thee. Artthoua polluted ſou 
goc to the promiſe, there is graceto-purge the 
Doe you ſte your ſinnes, and feele the burtheny 


them ? Oh away to the promiſe, there is aby 
_ dance of comfort in the Lord Jeſus Chriſt: they 


forelet deſire be going and ſeeking up anddomy 


and never returnetill it bring the. Lord:-Jelwy 
me to the ſoule, | 


Mative 2, | 


Secondly, as there is a fitneſſe in that prom 


{o ſutable to all a mans wanrs, and this fitneſſen 
that promiſe marvellouſly .ſtirres up defire aft 
It : So the beauty and excellency of thar fitnelk 
| gives fall fatisfaErion to the deſire 5 as it is witl 
' man that hath an old cankered woand, wilt 
 putshim to dayly tronble and vexarion ; if ti 


| man ſhould. heare of ſome ſpeciall ſalye tl 
would forchwith take away hs pain,and eaſe him 
and withall would take out the dead fleſh, 
| heale himperfealy, how would this man deli 
 thatfalve? nay nothing world:content himill 
| that. So it 18 with the freenes of Gods grace? 
er, the Word, Conference are very good  andth 
| haſt had an old cankered ſoule, and: a-wayWil 
| peeviſh ſpirit, and theſe finfull luſts ſticke 


| on thee, and are ſtill vexing of thee, and m6 


| are notquite purged out : Oh, faith the ſouk 


theſe old recourles of baſe corruprtions are 
dogging of me, Now ifany bid this poore 0 
Pray, and-heare, and uſe the means; yes, faith# 


. theſe are uſefull and good; bur-I may pray. ® 
| keare, andreceive the Sacraments, and yi 


The Soules effetFuall calting eo Chriſt, Ix5 
wneto hell forallrheſe : Burohthar free grace 
f God in Chrift, hae would bleſle all Theſe 
ncans, and make all effectuall ro mee for my 
rod,” 'OhthatI hadthis grace above all the _ 
nt. $,8,9,10,11, Tob. 6. 34 

The laſtmortivein rhe oromiſeis chis, the con. Motive 3 
£deration of char fitnefſe and excellency i in the 
romiſe, makes the humbled foule more, ſenſible 
fhiswants, andmakes the neceſlicyof abroker 
eart more” unſafferable ; fo that hee: endurs 
Iclay no longer. I nib thatwhenthe oye is 
pened and the ſoule humbled in contyirÞbn,! hee 
eeth his finnes; andis! hurthened with himany 

ants; bur the ſight of chivfimeffe. 

the promiſe, 'and:the intimation of rhe excet: 
ency of it, andthe hope rhereofmakeghim more 
mpaticnt. of delay z - and:therefgre imore violent 
n defirer;VVhen peta; ne 1 
tlory and pretiouſneſſe of Bot 

vealed and made knowhie. mndomemeaſare, wil 

hen the ſparkwgrid.-beauty df it are kindledin 

8 heat, nowthe-begiffsro teaſan in thismanner, = 

What, is/this ghecbolſ exvelleniegof jloftheprimhiſe 

hat can ve Rthenk os tomytoule>Olrhappy4 

nd bleſſed be God)thiivi alay yet ſeechegbods 
fe whichmahynever:come'do! know ,milli- .. .-. > 
X  incy never;heard the fundofthis glorts : 

$ eaweat 3 Tan Lo pony arms | 
ur miſerible:1;-ifF come:toſee this andiiever - 

rea ſhirein. i862; Yep djs ur 


ode anth Y Fond urn 


never- - 
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Vſe 1. 


[ nover ro have knowne the exceliency Of thiegan 
* the very conſideration of this, that hee hath had 
-- dad? ? and'Wwhy not: my" corruprioos fi 


| ded ? What, ſhall all my expectations bee yoid! 
| Whatafine plucke had oats for heaven? $hal 


. vellons watchful intheue of the means tore 


| thy weak 
this ſincakingtiefire; thy condition is good;'th 


.fli uggard Ot roi hath it nor;lam afraid 
 andrharime 


in the promiſes, thannotro partake therbof;a} 


ſome hope of receivingthe good 11 thepromile, 
makes Fim ſay, why got L?, why not my ſian 


L {fe heaven; und-never. come:there > this. 
him-m#rclions fenfible of his miſery; andy 


ver hinteke agaitie, 

\Theficftwſe is a ground.of irang conſolethn 
to (ty; tie bars of miny- pooreffinners, in0lt 
mid{t ofmiany infirmitiesthatbeſet the-ſoule: it 
never ſo mariy, 'and thy rempts 
rions meverſoigrear; yer 3f choibenſtbut hog 


conſolation cettilioer? © bur; ſaithrthdfopleytt 


is hight: Why;leavethou'thwdeſire with God, 
My -and beeffot weary of dcluith 
arickthen chowſhatr eiyoy/the benght ofir ifthyl 
faint ndts{ doe cvwitne cthon 9". andk 
go erenm wo wo hewill'”” {2 - cha 
it :chepoore-ſauley How can 
my finnes ardmort chim| iesg all 
inrandy lintegracewillfoy (erveriyrrucney i! 
{+ T6uthis Þ anſwer; foo wiar'che Lond fait 
Efey 44: 3;" Imillparoye cleandizr ares npow thi thinly 
ontifinbs:.apry Heal zle ann | thou - oi haſt 9.) 
and 8rea0 wajs: 74 i ering 


"a 
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The Soules effeFuall calling ro Chriſt, | | 
hee; therefore God will not onely drop a little 
\mfortinto thy keart, buthee will poure tp 
id if a little mercy will nor ſerve thy turne;ther 
. will poure flouds of mercy uponthee. . 

Oh, but ſaith the poore ſoule, thisis all rMegiF = 
ly, if my defire were found and fincere, then 
wight have ſome comfort : how [halfTthicre 
reknow that my deſires are ſincere? *® 
I anſwer, the fignes of ſound defire arerfeſe. An. 
Firſt, as the defire is, fo the endeyour wil bez S1gne I. 
hog defireſt earneſtly, thou wilt workeaccor- 
ngly. Now the labour that makes kpowne 
e oundnefle of deſire, diſcovers it ſelfe in foure 
rticulars, Firft, he that labonrs fron a lpnging 
fire, is content touſe af meanes which are re= 
aled and _ _—— So him, _ hee 
owes not which wi b Scopecityp hee is 
cfull of improving all epporranities in the uſe _ 
the meancs. Thirdly, hee will $0/4 oxc in the 
of thoſe meanes,his wants anqdefires arecon- 
nt, and therefore his endevours mift needs be 
t00 : as Lament. 2.494 heſethree former will 
cover magy hypocrites, though moſt doe not Triall of ſound 
erhus farre :ut a terrified hypocrite, and a *** 
rt that hith beene awed, may docalltheſe, 
d yet bee 'naughe roo, Bar there is anorher 
of ſound dcfires which will juſtle any 
pecriceunder Heaven to the wall, and that is 
3: Though the poore finneruſes all meanes, 
i takes all opportunities in the uſe of thoſe 
anes, and 1s conſtant in the uſe of rhe, &c. 
the ſoule that is _ defirons of grace 


| 
| 
} 
| 
I | 
' 
| 
| 
[ 


and mercy ceſtsnotin thoſe labours ; mT 
he, L labour and ule the meanes, bur whativg 
to meif T have no Chriſt and no grace, whi 
pray and heare for; the {oule muſt have Chit 
and mercieand grace, which it deſires, oreſ 
 willnoc befarisfied : aman hang upinch 
_ | cries oncly for bread 2 fo it is. with a poont 
 Miſhr ſoule, he deſires nothing bac Chil, i 


[#1 Pe atrue ſincere {oule:can bave. - 

2, Signe. | 
HE, deſires Chriſt for himfclfe, and nowwhena ni 
 defires Chiifi for himſclie, then his'd " , 
found asamaidghar defires. a man'inwe 


is a heart worth gold, 'yow. when a man def 
CREE himſelte, it will appeare! In' £190 i 
culars : 


_ 4A 8 


nothingelſe.will fatigfie him ; this laſt fignen , 


Secondly.hethat truly deſires mercy andpid 4 


ſhe doth not defire the purrion, bur bays 


of the man, if I beg anddie with him, faith : 
"if Ineveriſeegaovdday with him, yet leemeiu 
tim," afid I care not: ;| fo-the ſoule that dei 
Chriſt, nor forprofits, ar by<aymes andends 
for bimſelfs;i it ſaich.Jer mc have a Saviour,tho 


1 goejnto priſon and ban iſhment with him, 


Firſt; hee that defires Chriſt forthinſelfs 


part with all-hehathiin- the wortd rather than 
will be without Ghriſt, If hee:cannot haveal 
 viour with that he hath, he will part with all,1 

this an hypocrite will hardly be bronght 1 uit 


an uſurer will-partwitball otd gold,and his 
andall fora greatlordſhip, nor he the locdfÞ 
OO butbecauſe. he ſhall gainemore + gold byl 


The Soules effeBuall calling ro Chriſt, 29d 

jg with his gold. Soan hypocrite may beecon- 
nc co hazard riches and honour, and all for his 

ofeſſion, becauſe he'thinks to gaine more credit 

tat hazard, bur it is not for Chriſt himſcIfe. 
Ir 2 gracions good heart will part with all for 

riſt, and he will nor part with Chriſt for all the, 
od in rhe world, only he that defires Chriſt for gþcthcr we de. 
mſelfe, is content to take him upon the hardeſt fire Ctvift for 
ditions in the world: if Chriſt comes, let whar Min{lfcornor. 
Il be come beſides, hee is not like thoſe Tewes, aarke 15. 32, 
kr would have had Chriſt and his croffe ſeve- 

J.chere is no ſuch Chriſt tobe had in theworld. _ 
Sccondly,the fonle thatdefires Chriſt for him- 

fe isearefall toavoid all choſe inconveniences 

r may hinder him from Chriſt; as Zacthew did, 

& 9. thisis the ſecond'thing. Ro 

altly, che ſoule rhat cruly defires- grace and 

itcle, 1s ready to receive'tt with thankfuineſſe, 

a will entertaine wharſoever meanes may re- 

we,and whatſoever meſſenger may bring home 

Inſt and merey to his ſoule : an hypocrite may 

2a great way here,butchis is the right ſtroake: 

zracious holy ſoule, the more ſprrituall the 

anes are, and the more he hath of Chriſt, and 
:moreclearc evidence ofthe Spirit there 1s,the 

re they are well-come to that perſon, that tru- 

longs for Chriſt ;; the fonle: is' willing and'tqn- 

atieto receiyerhat mercie which God offers ; 

T never ſee a hungry man nice' andſqueamiſh 

_ 1s ſer before him; but he falls to and 

park. fo 0th 2140015} DNDO. £01] EGAN 

fecome now in the ſecond place toaword'of Ye 2. 


X 2 reproote, - . 


The Soules effeBuall calling to Chriſt, "MN 


| reproofe,which falls heavie : if this beſo,thatty 
| Loxd breeds a thorow and found defire in 
Kare ofrhoſe he intends good unto ( not af 
ſhy defire, but ) like the defire of a longing 
man that muſt have her longing, or clſe ſhe dx 
ſo an humble foulemuſt hayea Saviour or el{eh 
dyes, for what ſhe ſaid in regard of children, & 
humbled ſoule that hath atrue deſire after Chi 
faith the ſame, Give we 4 Saviour or elſe 1 die, Th 
then is a, bill of inditemenc againſt a world! 
men that litt their hands full high, and thik 
their penny good filyer, and are termed proj 
ſours; if a man be baptized and comes to Chard 
this 1s that which upholds him in the time 
trouble and time of extremitie, he deſires to! 
holy, and he defires to pleaſe God. If theMi 
ſter reproves him, and tells him his life is nal 
and his converſation wicked ; You grace 2.00; 
you cannot have grace here, nor falyation here 
ter upon theſe tearmes, your ſpeeches areut 
youry, your life is unprofitable and unfruit 
never thinke to haye any grace if you thus col 
nue: Hee then confeſſeth hee hath manyWe 
neſſes,and he cannottalke as he would,andv9 
will come ſometimes from him before het! 
aware,but his defire is to pleafe the Lord, and 
defire is tobe holy, and thisis the buſineſſel 
'brings moſt men into a quiet kinde of calm,i 
fo they goe hudwinke downe to hell. But 
if I now prove that you never had a def 
meanea true ſonnd ſerious defire;what then 
you then give up the buckler, and yeeld the® 


Ra. 


 Thesoules ef:Bmall calling ro Chriſt, "2 61k 


and ſay, If this be ſo, then (good Lord) Iam ina 

miſerable condition ? let your hearts be perſwa- 

ded and yeeld to the point, are you come to the 
concluſion? if it ſhall appeare by the word and 

ſound arguments, thatyou have no trae defire, 

chen you will yeeld you are reſolved of it, that — 

this true defire never as yet came into your 

hearts. | 

| Now theſe men that-never had any ſound de- Unfound ,de- 
fires, I willreferre to three rankes': the lazy hy- fires dicore 
pocrite;the ſtage hypocrite, and the terrified hy= 

ice: All theſe it ſhall appeare there was ne» | 

 yerany true defire in their ſoules. 

Firſt then.ir ſhall appeare that your lazic 
kinde of profefſour never came to attaine this 
ſaving worke of God, to have adefire ſoundly ſer 
onin his foule, he will be content to give you the 
hearing, ſay. what you will,and injoyne himwhat 
you pleaſe, be the duty never ſo cxaQ, the courſe. 
never fo ſtrict, nay if you will reprove him ſharp- 
ly, and deale roughly with him, hee is made of 
even metrall, his reſolution is this, he will thanke 
you for your coonſell,: and blefſe God for the 
meanes, and hopes he ſhall amend ; heconfeſſcrh 
the evils you diſcover ſhould be reformed, and 
the duties you command ſhould be diſcharged, 
and he defires he may,;and he hopes he (ball, and 
when you have him here, you have the beſt of 
him,when he hath brought you hither hecangoe. 
nofurther, bar ſtands ſtill where he was, hee will 
fillyour eares full of talke, but he will not ende- 
vourashe ſhould; the, former dodrine caſts him 
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our as one that was never partaker of this ſound 
deſire, for he thar endeyours nor defires not; hi 
defiresare flaſhy, and his labour'ts anfwetable, 
was foin Balaam, it was hammered. in Balainy 
forge; 0h, ſaith he, that I may dye the deathof th 


 rithteow : but wiſhings and 'wouldings key! 


10 houſe ( as we uſe to fay ) this was jaſt Balginy 
faſliion, Oh that Imight dye the death of the 
Tighteous !. but yer hee would not ſer onefor 


. forward: to walke with 'earecartd corifeicnee' 


fore Grd: theſe defires are byed-irivhe braitie'and 
onderſtanding of a man out of ſome terrifying 
of conſcience, becauſe knowledge ſaith, a'ma 
ſhould doſo;therefore herthinkes'he doth ſo. br 
this is not defiring;, it islyitigund'difſembling;? 


| beſeech you bee your owne Judges, you that ar 


naſtersof ſervants, will you fay that ſervant d6- 


r 

ſirest}e furtherance of your eftate, when heewil 
not fer hishand rodge year worke; will yoiliy, 
that meflenger deſires todoe your meſſige faith 
fully,that will not ſtirre one ſtep forward? yon 


ſo wife yon will-not be cozened after this Faſhio, 


'OU.'V aded': the maſter Teri 
youdefire my furtherarice, why doe you not 


you willnotbethusdehided': 


bour thcnZ* and if you defire to doe my mel F 
faithfully; *Why doe you not goe abour it theft 


 Oſbffernqtyorrſclves tobe deluded':nd cor! 


ned in thofe things which\concerge your! rf 
laſting comfort, it is notrne defire when a'rmal 


will not labour in the uſe of the meanes God hat? 


appointed,ivis a detafion thar will eoz6nyou;0 
a deſire that will helpeyou ar the'grea ye 
EF”. py accounts; 


——_ 
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its: would any bave a harveſt and yet nei- 

on aloogh ROT tow? this is the practice of many 

ja this point of defire, they thinke they defirc 

Chriſt, and grace, and mercie, and yet never en» 

devour after it: It is obſervable, he fluggard de- rprov.is. 14. 
ſixerh and hath xothing, he delires meatzand yer he 

ſtarves; he defiresclorkes, and yet 15 not covered, 

he deſires riches,and yetdyes a beggar; his deſire 
neveraccampliſheth any thing, he could be con- 

rent to have this and that, but:hee will-doe no». 

thing for it, therefore he- hath nothing, this is the 

picture ofa lazic profcffour,he deſires mercy,and 

ke deſires that Gad would pardon his finncs,and 

he deſixes that God would give himgrace againſt 

his corruptions, but.alas ! che defireof the ſloth. 

fyll is all in talking,and becauſe he doth nothing; 

therefore hee harh nothing at the time of his 
death, and day of his departure, hee hath neicher 

mercy, nor favour, nor grace, norafſurance, bur 

periſherh everlaſtingly : hence it is that the Lord 

dealeth with the {lugzard anſwerable, ro his de- 

lire :: The defore of the Kuggard killer h him, faith the gryv.a1, 25. 
text, becauſe. he cannoi-get his. hands: tolabonr : 
ſome Interpreters, holy; and judicious, doemars- 
rellous fitly expreife a fluggard-by this placeof 
Scripture; (if. is 268, ſaid, becauſe hee cannor get 
us hearttolabour, bus becauſe hecannorgerthis = 
hands to labour;zas if he ſhould ay,itisgood for a - 
manto labour, je-is good to heare andpray, but I 
canpot-get my hands to it :: the ſlaggard ſaith, 
Maferinhisfamily is good:and commendable, 
mftheLord requires ic, but thy:congue will not 

ſpeake, 
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{peake, his knees will not buckle, the faulting 
1nthy rongue and knees, but in thy heart, there 
fore the textfaith, his -defire will kill him, af 
that will be his bane, for when the fluggard ſha 
thinke he hath deſired grace,and mercy,andpy. 
don, and ſalvation, and ſhall miſle of that hes 
thought hee truly defired, when hee lyesonhi 
death-bed,and ſeerth that his deſire vaniſhethand 
comes tonothing, this will ſlay him, becauſe hi 


[labour wasnor anfwerable, his deſire wasnot pro 


firable,his labour was norhing, therefore his & 
fire brought him noching. Theſe lazie profeſſions 


you would thinke there were but few of themin 


the world, but theſe lazie droanes ſwarmeever 
where, andarc the very plague-ſores of our fs 
milies and rownes, they could be contenttobes 
they ought, and doe as they ſhould, but they n> 


ver labour to doe that which God requires,thets 


fore let me enter into ſome particulars,and Imil 
ranke theſe lazie hypocrites into foure forme, 
that every one may ſee of which ſort he is. 


4 Sorts of lazig The firſt ſort are thoſe, who when they efj0f 


Hypeccites- 


the meanes of ſalvation marvellous profiudl 
and plentifull, when wiſcdome hath killed itt 
fat chings, and refined her wines, and furviſhel 
her tables, every one may come and ear of i 
meat,anddrinke of my wine,now theſe lazic p# 
fefſours eſteeme not, receive not any benefit 
cheſe bleſſings which God offers, and wiſedoW 


tenders to them, but complaine of - too mac 


bread, and too much wine, and roo much maiifi, 


they will 'NOC take that mercy which is offered; 


"The SouleseffeFuall calling to Chrilt. 165 
Miniſter cannot force a power of grace upon 
heir ſoules, or'any of Gods precious promiſes 
1pon their hearts, cheſe are Jazie droanes indeed, 
oth that man defire acommoditie that will beat 
he Carrier that brings it to him, and caſt it away 
-om him > No.all che world will fay he prized ir 
zot, hee deſired ir not, otherwiſe hee would have 
eceived it gladly, and given much money for it 
00, If a foule were hunger-ſtaryed, would hee. 
not receive breadit ir w2re offered him,or would 
ie not call the man to him that ſold bread, and' 
uy it of him to ſupply his wants with the ſom | 
eſt,and ſay,let me be ſerved firſt : So had theſe , 
rofeſſours any longing deſire after the precices| 
neanes of grace and ſalvation, w hen mercie and 
alvation hath beene ſer upon the ſtall, ard the 
ord crieth, #7, every one that will, let him take 
fth e well of the warer of life, and live for ever freely; 
nd, Ho, everyone that thirſts, let him come and buy 
nue and milke wichous money: nay, many a poore 
niſter would faine leave his commodity be- 
inde him, and faich, You muſt have it, and ſhall 
ave it,ond1I willgive you the buying of it; wee * 
cfaine to force Gods fayoursupon the ſoule, we 
cleech you to beleeve, and wee intreat you for 
e Lord Jeſus Chriſts ſake to receive mercie;,and 
Pumble your ſoules, wee would forceGods fa- 
ours upon your hearts: But will any man rake 
heſe fayonrsnow ? No, beloved, theſe lazie hy- 
ocrites will not prize this grace,they will not rc« 
ethis mercie; many ſweet promiſes, and ma- 
y admirable precious rw of grace and falva- 
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| tion arereyealed, but they. neither paſſenoras 
' toreceive any benefitthereby ; this argueth thy 
ſuch men have no true defire after Chriſt Jeſw, 
| Forapoore hungry finner that is apprehenſive 
| his owne weakneſſe and feebleneſfe, hee kg, 
| when will the feaſt day bee > and when will th 
| Lordsday come? And when hee comes intoth 
| congregation to heare the word, how carefully 
 willheliſten? and how diligently w.ll heartend 
| andif the word comes home to his conſcient 
- or if hee receive not comfort, hee cries out,0 
- When will the diſh come to the end of thetabl; 
I am full of doubts, gocd Lord reſolye me; la 
 Introuble,good Lord comfort me;I have apn 

| ſtout ſtubborne heare, good Lord humble mer! 
| thus the hungry ſ2yle longs aftercheſe meanesd) 
| falyation, and is' willing to receive. benefitdf 


| them, and alonging heart is at beſt eaſe whe 
| the word works:molt : But a lazy Hypocritebd 


| beſteaſe when the word workes leaſt upon 


| And therefore when he thinkes the Miniſter wil 
come to his foule, hee will not bee at home1ll 
- day,hc willbe ſure to be-out of towne,he know 
| the Word would have awakened him and afing# 
_ tedhim, 8nd he cannot beare theblow ; thereto 
| hekecps away, and ſhunnes the hearing of G8 


2 Sorv c# lazy 
Hypoctites. | 


| Word which would awaken and humble bim-: 


. Sccondly, of this. crew are thoſe, who.witl 
God hath taken away and deprived them oft 


. Ordinary meanesot grace and ſalvation; wberal 
| he doth good unto the foule, they are well 
| tent to be without the ſame, they fit downe iff 
well fGatisfied; if they have a Miniſter, they ® 
[Ee WT gen _— 


moet 
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not greatly care, and if they want one, they are 
not greatly troubled, bur they fit andateblinde, 
nd never ſaw-any*need of a Saviour. All they 
anſay is this (ina go>d mood) they marvellouſ- 
7 extoll the goodnefſe of God to ſuch a place, 
nd ſay, Oh the Gofpezll is aprecious Jewell, bur 
hey will not go? out a mile or two to receive 
hat mercy they doe fo commend and want, I be. 
zechyou obſerve it : the childe that is almoſt fa- 
niſhed, go2s firſt to his facrher becanſe hee hopes 
je will provide: far him, but if the father bee 
arelefſe and will not- provide for him, hee will 
icher bzg, or bay, or borrow ; ſtarve he will nor, 
$0 its with the poore people of GoJ, when they 
re famiſhed ior the bread oflife, they repaire to 
he'r owne Miniſter, (and they ought todoeſo,) 
inJchey ſhould comfore and encouragethem in 
he way of well doing in the preaching of the 
alpell ofthe Lord-Jeſus:Ic is ſaid;God will ſend a ans; 8. :1, 
amine nat of bread,but a famine of the word and rhey 
141] goe from one ſea to another, from on! 
oaſt to another, and ſeeke bread, but ſhill finde 
one, how farre will mengoe to ſeeke out bread 
times of famine, rather than they will ſtarve ; 
en they wilt find their hands and legs, and goe 
nough it b2 never ſo far for comfort : Soir: will 
2 with thy ſoute, ifrhowhaſta ſound deſireafter 
he Ward of God, were it ſo asit is ſometimes 
atime of dronghe,: that a company ofcatcell for 
rantof water were like tobee ſfoiled, will nota 
nn drive them a mile:or. two to 'water, ' that 
Ky may bce refreſhed z-Goe thou then downe 
Y 2 | into 
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| 


info thine owre conſcience, and condemneth 


' owne ſoale:had(t thonas muchicare for thegoy 
| of rhy ſoule, as thou haſt forthe good of thys 
| cell, thouwouldftgoe as farre to. hearethe War 


prezched, that thy ſoule. might receive combur 
and refreſhment-thereby, When the famineny 
ſore inthe Land of Canaan, Zareb did-not fiyn 


- his fonnes, let us fir till berecill che Egyptian 
| ſendusfood, bur, ger 5ou wp thither, and buy ſm, 
| that wee may live and nit die» That whichwai 
| Jacob would bein thy ſoule, if thou had(ta fircer 
| dcfire after the riches of Gods mercy in [ch 


| Chriſt. 


3 Sort of lazjc 
Hypocrites, 


Y 


Thirdly, thoſe who when they have the man 
of grace and falyation, are content to uſe then, 


| and if they want the meanes will ſecke out fit 


| them, bur yet are not carefull and watchtulln 


prevent thoſe inconveniences, and to remot 


| thoſe hinderances which prejudice and-hinde 


| them from receiving that benefit by the means 


which they want and deſire; theſe never hada 


| rrue and ſound defire after Chriſt, and therefor 


never ſhall receive ſound grace focontinving. 0 
this ſortare your tipling Goſpellers, for therea 


| ſuch ageneration inthe world : a man may hit 


| the name of a profeſſor, and yer bee a ſecret dr 
| kard, Firſt, hee feeth his evill and confeſſed) 


to God, and prayeth againſt ir in'the morningj 
yet he will yenture into that company, andie6 


 afterthoſe occaſions, whereby he.may be brougl 
_ kocommit.the ſame ſinne ggaine:' And he faith 
_ alas, iris my faule, aqd it 15 my infirmirie Ho 


The Soules effeRuall calting 16 Chniſt, - 
Jdefircisto abandon it, but all fleſh is fraile, and 
alas, what would you have me do? Ipray againſt 
ie, ic isnot I but finne ; and therefore if | be over- 
taken and drawne afide withir,pitty is to be ren- 
dered, and you muſt pardon me; thus hec heals 
himſelfe. No, no, let ſuch men take notice of” 
this : It was not a true deſire as wronght in 
thee, it was onely adeceir. Is that man defirous 
tokeep his mony,that willgo into ſuch company 
as he is ſure will couzen him of it, or goe in that 
way where hee is ſare to meet with theeves that 
will rob him > No, experience teacheth us how 
tender menare to goe in ſuch company,or to tra- 
vell that way wherethey may be aſſaulted. So I 
ſay of theſe, had the Lord ever wrought effeftu- 
ally apon thy ſoule, and had thy heart beeneen- 
arged with deſire after the mercy which God of- 
ters, when thou hadſt good exhortations, admo- 
nitions, and many ſweet promiſes made knowne 
unto thee,thouwouldſt not goc amongſt theeves 
ndrobbers that ſhould deprive thee of the com - 
ort ”—_—_ thy ſonle hath received from the 
wg | 
The fourth ſort are thoſe, who though ſome 4 Serref latie 
uty bee preſcribed, and ſome particular ſervice NNE 
evealed ro them, and exated from ttemby the 
Miniſter, yet they will not ſet upon any daty,buc 
arelely caſt it off and-not attend thereunto ? 
theſe never attained any ſound defire in their 
oules, I doe not ſay hee that omits aduty upon 
xcaſion, either our of rempration ſurpriſing him, - 
t wy a6 priing 
6coafion prevailing : But whena man is infor- 
FT 2 med. 
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med and conyinced in his conſcience that hee 
ought to doe what the Word requires ardja 
- willnot ſet upon it, butcarelefly negle& the ſame 
this argueth his ſoule was never quickned wit 
any ſound deſireafter the ching,becauſe he woul 
rot labour for the thing hee defired. Hee that 
defirousto ſpeake with a man, is not contentty 
goc to one place onely-and aske for him, bathe 
will ſeeke from place to place, frommantoma, 
_ | and never reſt till hee findes him. So it is with 
* | hearc thats ſoundly deſirous after grace : itwil 
got only take up ſome duty which God requirez 
but it there. bee any {crvice which the Word te 
 veales, or any duty the Lord commands, heewil 
rake it up, and as hee isable ſer upon the duti, 
 Sometimesa man may negle( a dutic he know 
 not-of, but if hee be informed and convinced 
'- thereof, hee cannot bur ſer about it, if hee defirs 
to, gaine good thereby, Therefore if any mil 
hath wronged any by falſe dealing, theeving 0 
 pilferivg, theſervant, the maſter, the childe, ti 
| father,the chapman,the buyer, 8c, let chat ſoul 
know itis hisduty, and God requires it if ever 
-wilthave peace of conſcience, and the evident 
'of Gods love made knowne to him inthe pardit 
| of hisfinnes, thathe muſt makereſticution. W 
: Tee. Zachew when God had opened his eye5, gi 
| given we 2 My deſire ro come home ®Þ 
' receive Chriſt, made an open proclamation; 1 
LING. | Thave wronged any man, Fa _ and I will 
| fore him fourefold, If there be any rhat I have® 
| zenedby my falſe weights, and faire pretcnc” 


_. Ama 
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If Thave wronged any may, not of foure pounds, 2h 
but of forty, a hundred pounds; notſome man, 

bur any man, I will reftore,&c. Beloved, this iga _ 
duty which God requires of every ſoule; and this 
is2 way whereby thou mayeſt get ſome comfort 
to thy ſelfe, if thou art content to renonnce thy 
fianes, and receive mercy in the pardon. of 
them.If therefore any here preſent ſhall goe away 
and hide his ftollen waters, and bee loth toreſtore 
that which hee bath gotten by-his cheating and 
falſe dealing, bur ſaith his eſtate will-be impovye. 
riſhed, and hee ſhall bee caſt behinde hind ; and 
what will the world fay, I ſhallquice bee ſhamed 
forever : Why, if thou beelt afraid of ſhame,de- 
liverthy money into the hand of ſomehoneſt and 
Faithfull Miniſter, and let him make up the matter 
privgtely, Burwhar,doſt thou tell me of poverty? 
thou hadſt betrer be caſt behinde hand, than bee 
caſtinto hell. Doſt chou defire grace and mercy ? 
Hearken what the Lord ſaith, this duty muſt bee 
performed, if ever thou receive mercy, ſetupon 
that duty then, or elſe thou ſhalt neverget par- 
don of thy finnes. Sonow wee may ſee by theſe 
particulars, that the world even -{warmes with 
lazy Hypocrites, and that there is buthittleſound 
defire-aftcr grace. How many have the meanes: 
and witl not uſe them 2. How many want the 
meanes, and will not ſeeke out for them'? How: 
many ſeeke our for the meanes, bur yetare nor: 
carcfull ro avoid thoſe hindrances which may hin- 
derthem from receiving benefit by Gods Ordi« 


nances? How many are informed and ar” 
| K1 OL :.< 


, 


| 
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ofmany duries, that ought- to bee done, andye 

will not ſet upon the performance of them) 

Prev.14.27, What can any one fay againſt this truth? gal, 
mnou ſaith, in all labour there ts abundance, but th 

 ralking of the lips rendeth to penury: So ſay 1, indl 

[ſound labour and fincere endeyour there is pro 

fir, Ifthou endevourcſt cruly after Chriſt, andif 

thou doſt labour after grace in the uſe of al 

meanes conſtantly and unweariedly, thereis 4 
great deale of benefit ro be gained thereby , bu 
all thy talkingand withing tends to p2nury, ityil 
bee thy bane inthe end. This is the firlt fortd 
thoſe that have nota ſound defire, which I terme 
lazy Hypccrites. 


( 


2» | [The ſecond fort are ſach as 1 call ſtage Hypo 
crites, that a& the part of profeſſion curiouſly, s 
Ahab aftedthe part of faſting , for he _— 


[elfe and pat on ſackcloth, 8c. Now there is 
ſame difference betwixta Stage Hypocrite, andi 
true ſincere profeſſour, as is betweene a chapmal 
that buyes for gaine, and a chapman that buys 
 forneceſlity : Hethat buyes for gaine, will hat 
his penny-worth, orelſe he will none of rhe col 
 modirty ; hee will have it worth his mony, ore 
 leaveit : But a poorefamiſhed ſoule and hung 
bitten creature, that bayes for meere necellith, 
| muſthaveit and will have ic what ever hee wat 
 befide : hee ſtands notupon 1/5, and 4nds, 
_ | give megrace and take all; hee cares for notwl 
_ elſe. Nowof theſe Stage Hypocrites, I will is 


| downe two ſorts, becauſe 1 defire to lay th 
naked, | | 


—_ << ——g_— | —oa—_—y 
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and firſt rhoſe that will rake up ſo much of v0 ID 
C 


briſt and the Goſ} pell as way ſtand with rheir 
r-dit and with their eſtate, they will embrace all 
hoſe truths that are not troublcfome bur profi= 
ible, chat are of honour andcredir, and willgoe 
froundly, theſe they are forward to take up: 
ut to have all Chrift,and nothing but Chriſt, by 
> meanes they will yeeld to. Now the Lord be 
nercifull co us,this is the religion of many ;looke 
1t every mans tamily, conſider eyery mans 
ourſe, ſo much of rhe"Goſpell as will ſerve our 
zrne, ſo much wee will welcome and trade in. 
ut to come to the co —_— only for Chriſt, 
hatis a ſhame, and tobe \tri& in ordering ones 
amily, we know not what it meanes.So a ſhop- 
ceper will haye ſo much religion as ſhall inable 
imto pray inhis family,and conferre as occaſion 
rves, and to towle ina cuſtomer, and put off a 
rackt commoditie, thus farre hee likes religion: 
ut when he comes tothis, to have ſo much reli- 
on 48 ſhall make him feare to doe any wrong, ſo 
nat'if a poore childe or filly woman fhould lay 
mdowne a groator a teſter more than his com- 
wdity 18 worth, hedares not take it, but give it 
ie againe: Oh this will doe him no'good, 
can gaine nothing this way 2: doe theſe men 
lire religion thinke you > Many a maid wou'd 
anc marry a man becauſe he hath a good eſtate, 
nd can make hera good joynture, but that the 
an ſhould rule her, and ſhe be obedient to him, 
Us hee willnone of, all herdefire is to have a 
< joynture in hiseftate. So many profeſle rhe 
Zz Goſpell, 
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| Goſpell, becauſe it isamarter of credit, and grey 

| men cannot countenance the Goſpel! fo mucky 

' the Goſpell credits them : but if chou wilenaty 

| content to be ruled by the ſame,thou artanadd 

' terous profefſour, thou never didf(t defire Chi 
for himſelfe, butfor thy owne aymes andend 

' only to make abooty of Chriſt; bur nowag 

| beart,a gracious {oule, that hath this defire,jet 

| by the Spiric powerfully and effeRually, will by 
| content to. haye all Chriſt, and nothing but 

| inevery thing he enjoyes. A covetous man& 

| fires wealth, and would he have but alittle? mz 

| he cries, more,more,and hath never enough: d 

. | ambitious mandefires honour, and is never at 
| fied. Sohee that longs for the Lord Jeſus, wi 

| have all Chriſt, and every thing in Chriſt, w 

. Chriſt in every thing; hee will have a Saviat 
what everhe wants beſides. A childe that toy 

| forthe meat on the table, when his father git 
him a peece, hee ears it ; his father curs him a 
ther,he cars that too, then his father bids him! 
 downe; no,but more of that, father, he {tillby 
| more of that,andis never content. So it iswitll 
| ſoule that defires grace forgrace ſake, and Lin 
for Chriſts ſake, le cries ſtill, more of that g% 
| and more of char Chriſt, If Chriſt comes to 
- provehim,he takes that ; if Chriſt comestoM 
| demne him, well-come; if Chriſt come to 
| formehis finnes, hee rejoyces, and would 
more of thatſtill; Oh more mercie,and ohm 
grace,and more holineſſe,he can never be cont 
tcd,he can neyer beglutted with chat. 


ll 


— 
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"The ſzcond. ſort of theſe ſtage hypocrites are 2 Sort of tage 
hoſe that goe further than theſe, they will uſe all 9179s. 
»ds ordinances, but when It comes topart with 
ny thing for Chriſt, and to ſuffer any thing for 
he-Lord Jeſus, then they ſhake hands ; this was 
res folly, but it was inatempration, when the 
amſell ſaid, Thow alfo wert with Feſme of Galilee , he 
nſwered, [ know not che man; he knew not that 
Nik that was now In trouble. So when the 
Soſpell comes to require ſuffering, and courempr, 
nd diſgrace,we know not the Goſpell, wee have 
nther Chriſt, and another Golpell then. Car- 
all men deale with Chriſt, as 4ch1ſh King of 
ath did with David, when hee had remained 
me yeares with him. A&chiſh was to goe to bat- 
|l.and David was defirous to goe with him, bae 
he Princes were againſt it, and Achiſh aid, thou 
upright,I have ſeenenoevill in thee, but only 
e Princes doe not favexy thee, and therefore David 
ſt not goe. This is the guiſe of rhis baſe; rot- 
n,andfinfull age of the world, they ſay this and 
at holy courſe is commendable, and hononra- 
e, but they feare ill times, and they are onr of 
te, and fo leave it where they found ir; there- 
re urge your great men with ſtrictneſle, and 
ey reply preſently, what will the world ſay 
n,and what will the world thinke then > here 
their religion : Itjs no matter what the world 
th, I will tell thee, what God and the Word 
th, thou thar art_a ſtage profeſſour, a meere 
aide Chriſtian, the Lord never yer wrought 
y found defire after grace in thy heart to this 
Z 2 day; 


| t— 


176 T be Soules effetuall calling to Chriſt; 4» 
| | day; of this fort were thoſe we reade of, thaths 
1412 47-| . Jeeved in our Saviour, but durſi not profeſle hi 
| by no meanes,they wiſhed things were betterþ 
| becauſethingsare as they are,they will doeath 
_ | times doe: therexr faith, They loved the prajes 
 aenmorethan the praiſe of God: (o-it is with the 
men, they weare ſuch and ſuch faſhions, becuſ 
Gentlemen weare the ſame. I tell you, youlo 
the guiſe and applauſe of the world morethy 
the mercy and promitſes of God in Chriſt, It 
that which is alſo obſeryable in che youngma 
he held out cill Chriſt came tothis, to ſe} ab $ 
alſo in the other, Mth. 18. that profeſlethi 
our Saviour, Z will yee with thee whither ſo t 
thou geefl, Wilt thou, faich Chriſt? but ti 
muſt know upon what termes then, 7T be foxectn 
heles, and the birds of the aire have neſts,but thesm 
of man hath not where to lay bis head, ifthoutoli 
| mee, faith Chriſt, thou muſt have povertic, 
| ſhame, and diſgrace, therefore thou hadlt i 
looke before thou leape : away went he when® 
heard this, wee never heard of him more. 
theſe men ſay, the profeſſion. of the Goſpel 
good and commendable,but when we comeal 
eo ſelling all,then they are gone,they will not 
He with it. Now had a man a longing delite 
deed,he would notdelay and demurre then 
nor paſſe whar men ſay or thinke, burhe ſaith 
me have whatI need, and let men ſay whati® 
will; I paſſe not what the world efteemes0! 
let mee have that mercic I need, and that gil 
wanr,let me have Chriſt,and let men ſpeake'® 
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| pleaſure. We have done now with the two firſt 
ſort of hypocrites, which diſcover,they never had 

this crue longing defire wrought in their hearts. 
I come now tothe laſt, { | 

There is another ſort that have gone very 3 Set of hy 

fre, and yet fall ſhortof the truth and ſound. FPH'et: 
neſſe of this deſire, and they are terrified hypo- 
crites,{uch as God hath revealJed:the vilenefle of 
their finnes unto,and ſhewed them the baſeneſle 
of their abominations, even. all. thoſe privic 
haunts of their luſts and fanfull diſtempers, the 
Lord hath made this cleare to their judgements, 
and hath alſo let a veine of vengeance into: their 

hearts, and kindled the flaſhes of hell fireupon 
their conſciences, hee hath ſhewed them their 

| finnes commirted,and hell fire gaping to receive 
them :/ I beſeech:- you; marke!, it is ſtrange how 
this perſon will beltirre himſelfe, bis defires arc 

very vehement, - his endevours extraordinarily 
abundant, in every way that concernes his.good;,, 
ſothat a man would wonder that any man ſhould 
doe what he doth in this time of cxtremitie; and 
the ground is this, the. horrour of confcience and 
guilt of fine is npon him. You can goe away 
withyour pride andſtubbornnefſe now,and make 
nothing of it ; what, you afraid of a Miniſter, and 
of the judgements of God denounced ?. no, if 
hell were {et open þ2fare you. you would not be 

 atrightedthereat; well, the Lord-will-teare-that 
bcarrof thine one day, and rend the gall of that 
loule of thine one day ; andobſeryeitwhen the 
Lord doth this, as the hofroux of conſcience, and 
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._ Signes ofa _ | 


terrified Hy- 
pocTritc. 


gailr of (inne is nnſupporrable, ſo ir is admirehl 
(0 obſerve what a man will doe to. bee rid of it; 
and the paſſages of a terrified hypocrite diſcone 
themſelyes in two particulars : 
Firſt, he willbe lingring and bankering aft 
ſome corruption, he will be playing with odpel' 
tooles with the flic about the candle, and wil 
venture farre upon thoſe occaſions that may dray 
him into finnez as a drunkard will be content 
be called into an alc&-houſe, that he may have 
caſion to tipple ; but a gracious heart though he 
loathes all finne, yer he loathes that moſt which 
he hath moſt loved; as an adulterer flyes fromdl 
looſe thoughts, as from a Devill, as from hell 
and from all occafions that may give way there 
unto, ATA 
 Secondly.in this hypocrite you ſhall finde con: 


, monly this note, hee will flight and ſlubber'ovt 


ſome ſmaller finnes,as he thinkes, and ſome leſt 
corruptions, and though hee bee taken afidewit 
ſome diſtempers, yet this and that ſervice hecat 
doe,thisand that prayer he can make, ſuch duns 
he can performe,that will make all whole agune 
But thou hypocrite, doth the Lord Jeſus Chil 
give thee power againſt one fin, and not again 
every ſinne?doſt thou findeone finne vile,andnot 


another? thou wilingly deceiveſt thine own 


ſoule : for that ſoule that hath beene traly wont 
ded with theuglinefſe of finne, dares not: m 
with it, but if reproofe comes, it yeelds, ifalf 
ching be amiſſe, he will reforme jt, he will rath* 
be miſcrable than finfull. : 

| af 


NS. TEE 


| The Soules eff:Anall calling zo Chriſt. 


Nay, inthe third place a terrified hypocrite it 
=, marvellous what he will doe in pretcnce of re- 
Jigion for Chriſt,hee will part with any thing,hee 

arcs not for ſhame, when men point at him, 
what,you turned profeſſour now? I have knowne 
hetime you have hated and railed at ſuch, hee 
ares not for this, let them ſay what they will, nay, 
yen perſecution he. will ſuffer contentediy, and 
never ſeeke Chriſt all this while ; what 1s the 
xealon of this ? why,he findes now by experience 
hat hell-fire 1s worſe than wild-fire ztell nor mee 
ff reproach, ſaith the poore ſoule in horrour of 
eart, tell mee not chat men will ſcoffe at me , I 


nad rather have wild-fire about mine eares, than ' 


tell fire upon my con'cierice, any thing that will 
ire mce and heale mee ſhall be well-come ; it is 
dell where I have bcene, and it is horrour that. 
ath ſerzed upon my ſoule, and I had rather doe 
dr ſuffer any thing than thus continue; and all 
1515 foreaſe now : for horrour of conſcience is 
zreater than all the plagues in the world, and 
hercfore he will be content to beare thar one, ſo 
ie may berid of the other; hee had rather bee 
named than plagued, rather bee baniſhed than 
emtfied ; rather impriſonedthan tormented : yer 
nely ſeekes his owne eaſe, not a Chriſt all this 
male: And therefore experience hath taught 
Is this, that many after a great deale of rerrour 
adhorrour of heart,when the pang is over, have 
*urned and beene as vile, andasbaſe, and-as fins - 
Il, nay, py worle than ever they were be- 
are: the reaſon is, they have gottentheir defire | 


now, ' 
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now,and they care for no more,they have gots 

_ their caſe and quiet now, and as for Chrilt,a 
grace,and holinefſe,they care no more for they, 
becauſe they haveno'more.uſe of them :'Nayyj 
goe further ( obſerve ir) this poore creature maj 
in his owne ſenſe and feeling apprehend ay 
thinke, that he doth renounce all ſinne truly, ad 

_ | thathe puts the higheſt cſteeme and greateſt # 

| COUNT upon the Lord Jeſus Chriſt above 4 
things in the world; if hee looke into his ome 
apprehenſion, he may thinke he doth thus, nl 
yer the union «nd league berweene ſinne andly 
 ſoule was never broken, all this may beein {enſ 
and feeling, andan honeſt Miniſter, if he bent 

| very wiſe incharitic,will jadge fo,as ſhall apptat 

| bythis inſtance: Take water ſeething hot,thc 
In nature it is the coldeſt of all elements, 
while it continucthonthe fire, it growes ſob 
 thata man ſhall feeleno cold ar all init, but 

. there is aprincipleof cold remaining in it (#m 
Philoſopher conceives) for plucke- the fired 

_ thewater, orthe water from the fire, and it wil 

' returneto coldneſſe againe, and freeze the 
 ner,becanſe when it is rakenfrom the fire,1t 908 

| outthe heat with the more violence : Now® 

| reaſon why the cold was there, and yet notpr 
ceived, was, becauſe the fiercenefle of the heat 
| over-maſter it, and made it retire, and not F 
 preffe it ſelfe in outward appearance. So t'" 
_ with this terrified hypocrite in theſe pangs of & 
- tremitie, and horrours of conſcience, when® 
 ſoule is poffefſed: with the fierce indignation” 
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ke Almightie, when che flaſhes of eyerlaſting 
engeance ſeize upon the heart of a finer; 
his cakes off the pleaſure, delight and contenr, 
yhich the heart had in finne : though the ſoule 
we it, andrhe heart embrace it, and the ſpirit 
ple with ir, yet he can findand feele in his owne 
pprchenfion no pleafure ar'all in finne, nor no 
wecrneſle in his luſts, by reaſon ofche dominee- 
ng vengeance of the Lord, which takes off all 
ie pleaſancneſle chat was init before. Andchicre- 
re the adulrecer that hach his dalliancesevery 
jorning, if Cod let the flames of his vengeance 
nceinto his ſonle, as hee hath flamed io-luſt,! all 
is fyeetneſle anddelight-in'fin will vaniſhaway 
1 his owne apprehenſ1o0n,bar yethis ſoule cleaves 
his baſe laſts till, and his hearts knirrocthemn, 
nd che league; and combination) berweene finne 
nd his ſoule was neyer brokenand parred> $0 
hat by this we: may ſee, why a ſinner in higowne 
pprehenſion. may thinke hee harch nodelightin 
ang,.aud. yet there: is ai league berweehe finne - 
the ſonle {tilf, and this Hypocrite mays thus 


ontigue all the while the ſound of the ſtroke: is 


pon him, If haply hisaffe&ions beſtirring af- 


cc ſome (infe, then-faivh- conſcience;:You: re- | 


zember what was donebefore, yow remember | 
Mat you didſachand ralvetiecnbeldyen a ain / 
1n hell againe a I will arreſt yon for chisone. day 
| le-fliech-off from 
Bcurt:d diſtempers,not thatt berween 
ancand bis foule tw-broken; bub dnely/hiscor- 


thi3 


Te infant Gn 


<his time you ſee the 1caſon why. Icurred/m 
 this:-poiat, which was rhisy: 0 undernie 
| bottome that beares up the ſauies of manycan 
 menlin theworld, andBaciotFal pleas, anc 
rate the foundation of allcarnall obnifideniew 
_ der heaven: therefore L|baſcech you markeit,y 
 will-ſay. this!is\marvelious hard, rol 
 marvclious termble!. 
 '|, But fotne may fy Whar,Jos you thinkew, 
rw rare -wll not: IR == 
| theGa hat enjoyic; Doe yourhinke tad 
' tharwillnariſecke out for the Goſpel, 
 i;Dogouthinkitharallcho& ywho drc-hotca 
_ toprevenechbſe inconvenienbes,whichmay 
der thetn-frant:thebenchr ofrheGpel 
 Fouthanke:tharovery man :;cHatiis/ informed 
noriyincechobedarp; - andrwill hoe cake-ith 
= defrre after:godlineſſe >: Deeyoueti rf 
 manwill nor part with alt; and beconrenttoit 
vile atid'baſe for Griſt, chir hechachnod 
after Qbreftd Doe you.thinke a mani 
anche? -forhis ovnb.caſ2;dnd ſeeks 
. 130 bio} 911% 4 _—_ 
 ©- Belovetd, 1 ſpeake-noc my wwic thought 
ir isclfare-outof cherWord of God, tharnoit 
_ all-theteſanty of eptrfonseber yet attained 
_ longingidefine after: the Lord feſas Chrilt; 
_ woldmeeinichebeginning-if | conld;prove! 
{you Wouldbifeeld the: dayiy therefore! rake 
'truths home go jounoules; andireaſor an dj 
| -oundly- and» thorqughlycwich' your ownene 
| ee this manner : ny; dee fre amd 
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yen? 'It the Lord hath nor yer opened mine 
es, and humbled'my hearr, and-entarged-my! = 
ule If Ineveryet had a longing after Savi- 
. what not deſire heaven; how then can 1 
ame or thinke that God will ſhew mercic to 
y ſoule in the pardon ofmy finmes? If ao deſire; 
"Chriſt; nodefire, tio Heavenz: barthaveno' 
fre, thereforeno Heaven, tio Chrith; rihap- 
nefſe, The Lord fertle theſe chirgsnpon your 
ales, that you may never give quiet to your 
arts, wane.” dee eill you fide rHis 
nd defire wrought 3 h you Beloved; wha will 
doe for heaven; if you cannot ſo much as de-" 
© 10come to Heaven and Happineſſed mi 
But here ſome will ſay, ' this 1/# very (iQ = 
uſe, this is a vety narfowpaſſage Thdcedy = 
how wemaynorbee courched Tri Our oc 
tion, nor deceived by reſting Mour oifottmati- 
,&c. Ircferre my arffyer to theſe raxee Cort 
tons, - ” Toi ih 
Firſt, thou muſt ing tha che romabideor c encluſion 
diftempers, ( that xwaii ſhould reſt upo 
merit of duties performed) ace fuch Kin 
of ſmne;as will fticke ro us and remaine with. 
tolongas we {ive onthe face of the earth * Bir 
tenonce che Spiricof che Lord rakes 5 poſſeſfor” 
the ſoule, ir counterworkes and dips deeper” 
ntheſe dift ftempers: for the good pitir of the” 
rd that ſeizeth upon the hearx truly hritabled, 
mh berweene fire and hotne'; it porth bc- 
nefin and the foule continually, and makes 
Freater evill appeare in the ſoole, than is the 
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evillot puniſhment, and makes knowne a great 
good tothe heartthan caſe, and the removals 
the outward plague, and horrour: .The Spirtd 
God' undermines theſe diftempers and cor 
- | ens ; the corcuprion of the: ſoale would fine 
have eaſe, bur the Spirit ſaith there is 4 bene 
| than- caſe, that faith horrour is terribly 
bur che Spirir faith finne is more miſerab 
 Looieas it Is wich a good Cordiall, it wi 
 worke out a diſtemper, though it lie Jong 
| the heart: of a man, yet it-will drive it await 
length: Soir is with the almightie worke of Gal 
Spirit, which pofſefſeth-the heart of the ſoulem 
ly humbled.(I would faine exprefſe my lelfenm 
 fally) You muſt know that theſe ſhifesof ſpit 
| and privy prankes of, heart; whereby the Del 
| wi_des bimſelfe in upon a terrified-conſdan 
they are the laſt caſt, the maine hold of San 
| heisnowdriven-into his trenches, and there 
| hewillplay faſt and looſea long time, anddia 
ver deſperate ſubtilties... _ 4 
_ Originall corruptian is like a fountaine z it 
a fountaine hath many Conduits, ſome neat 
fome further: but if there bee any watct in 
Fountaine,, the neercſt Conduit will haye iti 
neſt, Soifthere be any originall corruption (! 
there is inall) it will be ſureco bee ſeene. int 
Condair of ſelfe-eaſe andſelfe- confidence Wi 
rour to bee ayoyded, andduty to bee perionwn 
| The Naturaliſtobſerves, the heart is the lat 
dics, therefore though the eyes bee dimme, 
 - the tongue falters, and the hands. bee 
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jet the pulie of the heart will goe ſtill, fo long as 


chere is any life therey So It 1s heres the pulſe 
of original! corruption: will bee ſeene in theſe 


baſe diſtempers of ſpirit, which cleave. unto: 


us whileſt: wee live inthis world -bur they are + 
Rill undermined and hea amy by the Tpaxit of 
God. 


Secondly, ned northy ſelfe: ity incl; _ 

rremity and borrour of Spirit, bythe nax ftirring _ enclain 
andnot moving ofthy affeQionsto finne, Doe 
notthinke thy eftute good: becauſe thou findeſt 


| nocthis; neither judge thy condition il}.becauſfe- 


thou- findeſt ſome: corraption ſtirriug:arc-ſach 
times,for that is the Pr round of an Hypocrite; 
he judgerh the water ro be meerly bot, becauſe 
hecan feelenocoldy he thinkes hee hathno love 
ro finne, becauſe heecannor feele that-hee hath 
any affetion to it in'the time of horrourz bur ihe 
is deceived, for theadt of finne may. be-overpow - 
red, when theunion berweene. Gomad the ſoule 
flllremaines. As for example, a poore Saigtof 
God may have Gods Spiritand yeonever perceive 
it, becauſe the 'Spirir:may ſom-timsos either ſuf-- 
pend his ation; or elſe che ation may be oyer= 
clouded by the diftemper. So-iris herey, Saran! 
may rule in the- hearesof the thildren' oddiſode- 
dience, and caſtin'the feeds of biſe corruprions,; 
and build holds of diftempers, - and the-poore- 


 foulenort underſtand the fame.. 


mean thall- a mn judge himſelſe = fuch 2ueft. 

times 1 iq 
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*  mindeisinlightned to-ſcethe beaury of holinefle, 
and how = underſtanding comes to prizethe 
excellency;of! goodncfſe-tor it ſelfe, awe thy 
beart ſtands bent: to entexeaine all-rhe truth and 
goodnefſeof God made.knowne unto thee, And 

 (marke wbat now I fay) if thou defireſt holinefſe 
for it ſelfe, and the bent of thy hearts afterholis 
OelRobydher thizu catſtinac hee contentto bee 
hbalines, unles choo beeſt poſſeſled,oyer- 
roy by ——_— _ x hf thereof6 if 

[cbr us-with thee fit y this.means. 
Satfer-ract roexpreflc mi; my; feltefrerithis matngr, 
thatrevery ond inapttnderitands.; Cinceiyerma 
women; the oe 'ficke, the\ather inlove; both 
defire the Phy fitian 5: cheficke:deſires the Phyh- 

tian; tobec heated bylim, thÞvther diffires th 
abt.ſamichito be heated; boriſhice 3sdefirorj tn | 
be:martied to touch, :Soicis with the: foals that is ' 
carried ina kinds of: Jove and affection rogodis 
nefſe, hee woald not have Chriſt ondy to heile. 
him, buthe would bemarried Chriſt, cheeks | 
EEE nr 

enjoy © al 

Take notice of it, ſorhetimes men in tirhes'ot 
fi icknelſenſcrharforphyſicks; which intherime 
of healt'they uſed for common! diet :1 $04 go” 
cious and holy hearc in-the time of terrour asd 


vexation-of aſtany will embrace holiadſle, 
not for phyſicke ſake onely tobe healed by ic, but. 
.- fordierifaketo liveby holinefſe,rhar hee might | 
ah poſſeſſion of holineſle, and that holineſic 
un: of him; chis 6 _— 
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a wi 


judgement the foule hathiin' time of oxerom 
for matkefome paſſigesoFthienature; Tefsx 

ble 0ar of ſdfedove: edhd reſietien of a 
mans ſelfe, ro defire eaſe and quiettiefſe z' but hee 
cares not by whom, if God, or Chriſt, or Holi- 
acſſe, or Prayer, will cafe himlerchemaioe irand 
allthys-may bee for meerene[fedove; not foratly 
Jove: of Chrift or holinefſear ſts Bur-te-bave the 
 foukecarricd with defire tou! fapertiatiivall good, 
roholineſſe in the beaury:rherbof; thatir Eg 

joy it,. and be pollefſed _ corrupt nitire can. 
not, ,corrapeinature will norepie torkvis;He ts che 
Spit dfthe Lordwhely charean enablea mano 
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_  warid, lif hee had not holinefſe, hee couldnorde 
latished ; andithe had holinelle, hee hal 
not eaſe, hee wonld bee contented : I ſay, hadi 
gracious. heart eaſe and qaier, and yet had avi 
and polluted (oule, if his old diſtempers were fi 
remaining, andhjsold corraprions ſtill comity 
ing, he would complaine and (ay, Ihavecaſent 
quiet now, but my heart is as bad as ever. [tht 
hadeafe and not holineſſe, bheconld not bee fa 
fiedif hee were of aright tampe, and if hee hu 
_ ' bolinedgand/more power againſt .finne, and th 
preſence of Chrilt prevailing wich him, and. 
ging himfrom corruprions, he'wouildbleſſe 
Name: that isthe ſecond. * 3.200 
{/-Theghisd eanclafian is this,,doe not contett 
2 Fourſelvesinchis, that yoiſec a need ofiadob 
-our, becapſe- your minds are/tnlightned- therey 
_ -andyour.reaſon perfivaded thereof, wheaniii: 
-meane time, ou place-a kinde ofconfidencew 
| 9 duty performed, arid ſervice dilchanel 


Concluſion 


LcOmketo bring Ghriſt therebg:cobcear;il 
becke,and you inthe meane while doe whatja 

. pleaſe this 13a wonderfull eunning craft of 59% 
'T is 1:laythen, A man may: fee a needo. ol 
_  vigur, bug doe not-quice thy: foule becaules 
| knowelt iE muſt hes {og ah naſe rhou'lnl 
_ | by experience thoucanſtnathelpe thy ſelle;# 

= wt of Gane Rl ſtickes t ( thee, and 100 

How Satan de. tSre a Saviour now:muſthelpe thee. I we 
foule, =—{0cnotiy felfewightbemeere norion off? 
_ . ſapIſce it multbe ſo; and ſoit ſhould bee 6,9 
. reltthyſelfecontented inthe performances ; 
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vices, and thinke to bring a Saviour to beatrh 


becke, ro doe what thou wilt for thy ſole z this 


is 2 ſlight or ſecretthat Saran hath pinned tothy 


How Satan 
deludcth the 
foule, 


Guile. Many thinke to have a ſoveraigne authoe | 


rity Over Chriſt when they have performed holy 


ries, So that an Hypocrite doth nor uſe the 


meansto be led to Chriſt, that Chriſt may diſpoſe 
of him zbut he takes up his duties to be comman- 
ders of Chriſt, that hee may diſpoſe of Chriſt to 
rye his owne turne : ſo that he makes Chriſt an 
-bettor of hin} in his wickednefſe, not a ſubduer 
ff his corruptions. This is a marvellous deceir, 
hen men reſt in tier owne abilities, and fo 
abuſe Chriſt, not entertaine him. An Hypocrite 
rayeth not for mercy, that mercy may rule him, 
hut that hereby hee might command Chriſt, and 
liſpoſe of him, to take away the ſting of finne, 
bat ſohe may dally with finne. And this will ap= 
deare in two paſſages. 
| Obſerve in the firſt place before the commiſſi- 
n of fin, how thy hearr is in the performance of 
luty; doch thy prayer, and hearing, and perfor= 


nance of ſeryices, make the venturous and foole 


ardy to meddle with corruptions ? then it is a 
ertaineground, thou placeſt carnall confidence 
Da thy owne performances. As forexample ; If a 


roteſſor ſhould ſay, what if 1 doe row and then ' 


Inne > and what if Idoe now and then pilfer and 
efalſe weights and meaſures 7 I will pray bur 
omuchthe more, and faſt ſo much the ofcner ; 
111not conſcience then be ſatisfied? Itſhallbe 
atisfied, I will command ir; I will put in baile 
Bb Eo 
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for my ſinge, and pray againſt it : Now (Ik 
leech you obſerye it) this praying and perſys 
ming of duties, is meerly ro command a Savioy 


to give allowance to finne,that ſ0he might con 


mit finne freely, As who ſhould fay, I haves 
thoritie over my Saviour,and he ſball pardonm 
finnes, and give me allowance to, commit fing 
Oh the wretched villany that js in a mans hem 


Fearfull is thy eſtate ( whoſocver thou art ) the 
makeſt thy performances an abettor of thy 6 
ſtempers, ſo that thou doeſt thy duty not to @ 
10y.Chriſt,that he may helpe thee to prevent in 
but that Chriſt mighr take off the venome al 
indignation of finne, that ſo thou mighteſt co 
| = wickedneſſe without ſuſpition or dilts 
| CHION, 


Obſerve in the ſecond place, Low thy ſoulebs 


| hayes itſelfe after the commiſſion of ſinne, hi 
 ſo,that a man can finde after the naked diſchay 
| ofthe dutie,all quier and calme,notwithſtandf 
| helives in adaily courſe and praQice of (inn, 
that he prayes, and1yes, he faſts, and couzeh 
 andyct this makes all whole ? I tell you it 10 


undoubred argument, that: that ſoule did plac 
carnall confidence jn his owne performances, 
never attained toa Lord Jeſas Chriſt in the@ 


| ty; for he that ſeekes.a Saviour in his dutics, 4 


reſts not upart his ſelfe-performances, he bringl 
Saviour,a Chriſt intohis ſoule : and marke wi 
followerh, Chriſt brings pardoning vertue, ! 
purging vertue with kim, and gives hunms 


Power againſt his corruptions, and more WP 
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on Over his ſoule than ever he had before. So 
-.r the ſoule begirs to quarreil'with it ſelfe, and 
1: downwith ſhame, & faith, V hat ſhall I chink 
pf my praying ard hearing? Where's the yer- 
ve and power of It > did ever Chriſt heare my 
raycrs, Or COMe Into my {onle by his ordinan- 
252 where is the purging vertue then to cleare 
peofmy finnes? where is the purifyng vertuc 
 cleante mee from my corruptions 2 This 18a, | 
ound of a gractous heaft that placerh not any 
or fidence in holy duries, but onelyin rhe Lord 
eſus Chriſt, it will ſinke 1n regard of the fail ings 
hisbeſt duties, and never bee quier before it 
aine vertue and holineflefrom Chriſt _ 
Te third uſe ofthe point now remaines,which 
auſcofextortarion; ard Ibeſeech you, be ex- 
orted and intreated in the bowles of the Lord 
ſus Chriſt ; firce you ſee the way that God 
ath chalked our before you, fince you ſee the 
arke and white at which you muſt levell and 
"me ; what then remaines, bur that wee ſhculd 
aye our hearts carried, and our affe&ions rightly 
Lipoſed to ayme at this marke? You ſee what 
Saints will doe,and what God doth doe,their 
arts are quickned to long for Chriſt ; labour 
outo be ſach as they are, ſtrive, that whatothers 
ve,thon mayecſtlikewiſe attaine unto, and bee 
fleffed of ; provoke one ariother, ſtirre up one 
other, and ſay, Are our defiresquickned? doe 
© long for a Lord Jeſus Chriſt. thisis that we | 
wt comets, if we looke forhappinefſe, either 


feorherenfter, © © 
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91eft, | But you will lay this 1s worth ttc while I:deed 
| and t].e dutie is worth the performing, but why 
are the meanes whereby a man may procnethy 

at the hands ofthe Lord? | 
Af | The meanes «re oure (I beſeech youthinkek, 
* , riouſly of chem ) how the heart may be woyj 
upon, and the ſoule finde this bleſſed deſire; pr 
this, and you get heaven, it is worth the whit 

| Oh that we had hearts to labour for it. 

© Meanes, The firſt meanes is this, be acquaintedthors 
' | ty withthineowne neceſſities & wants, withth 
/ nothingneſſe and emprinefſe that is in thy {elk 
| thething is propounded eaſily, but theskilli 
| worke it upon our hearts, which will bemoltha 
2nd difficult, We haye many wants all ofus, it 
wee worke not our hearts to ſee theſe, and tobt 


ſenſible of them. Therefore worke thy ſoulen 
| only tobe ſenſible of all other wants, buralſot 
. this want of deſire, (I ſpcake now to thoſe ti 
 wantthis deſire,not to thoſethat have atrainell 
| Already at the hands of the Lord) as thereit 
| thou findeſt many wants in thy ſeryices, and® 


| 


y weakneſſes in thy performances : So taken 
ac and conſider of the want of a ſound andv 
ere defircafter the Lord Jeſas Chriſt,andwd 
be heart-thereunto the more by thcle.two fi 

| ices, 

* T. Prafice, | Firſt, labour tocut off all thoſe carnall 
_ * andpretences,' which would perſwade thy 
 andrhat falſly,that thou doeſt deſire the Lon) 

fus Chriſt, This is anold rule, the ſoule 1s 
couzened, norneyer commits aſinne, but 
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apretence for It. Therefore abandon all thoſe 
carnall pie:s and fooliſh imaginations, which de» 
lude thy ſoule, and perſwade thy heart'that thou 

W haſt d<fir-d, when indeed thou haſt nat: for this 
Ifay,a talſe preſumption that a man hath a thing, 
doth hinder him as much from deſiring cf it, as 
if he poſſeſſed it already. Vee finde it 10 nature, Simile. . 
the ſt2macke is pinched with hunger, becauſe 
meat is wanting z now from this hunger there fol 
lowes a 2ceat endevour to ger ſuccour and ſupply, 
but if tazre come a cold winde, that overpowers 

be 6omacke, and takes away the hunger, and the 
wince in a mans ſtomacke deprives him of his 
app*tite, though he hath no meat 2: Soit is with 
t-cfoule,there 1s a great wantof mercie and com- 
f-xt.and affurance of Gods love, the ſ{oule ſtands 
ir needof holinefſe co purge it,and mercie to par- 
conit; Yet when a man hath a fond fancie thar 
all is well, and all his deſires are good, he fills his 
heart with a vaine -fooliſh defire, and that takes 
away all his cndevours, and the preſumption that 
he doth defire.,doth make him as well contented, 
2it he defired indeed. So that I beſeech you,be 
not careleſſe, doe not groundleſly caſt away the 
on that would informe thee, and convince 
thee. 

When you heard the word of the Lord, your 
Izic hy pocrite, ſtaze hypocrite, and terrified hy- 
pocrite applaud themſelves, and clap them. Ives 
Enthe backe, and they know what they know, 
cantenung themſelves, and perſwading them- 
lies as they did before, they care not for the 
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Word,nor Miniſter, &c. which comcs to paſſthy 
 Cheriſhing theſe Falfe pretences, that they does 
fire Chriſt, miſerably deluding rheir owne fouls 
and utterly raking away the edge of their def 
afcer grac: and goodneſle, The Laodicey 
Church was rich,and wanted r.othing;She wand 
Revel 312. nothing, why ? becauſe ſhe ſaid, Shee was rith, al 
4 vi, ED, . . FW 

yet ſhee was peore, and blinde, and miſerable, ard 
\ked, Shee preſum-d ſhce was rich in grace, att 
_ Therefore wanted nothing, ſhee preſumed {he 
|had cloathing,and therefore needed not togelir 
white rayment, &c. So that a preſumptiou thi 
a man hathathing,makes him carclefſe togtthe 
ſame. Therefore now yecld the day,ardgiew 
the bucklers ; I would have every one that ly 
heard the word, to yceld and give up himſelf 

the authoritie ofthe ſame : And ſay, the truth 

1 never defired aright; fay one toanother, 

informe oneanother, and queſtion one anothet 
and confeſſe, the truth is, my defires were & 
-cetts and fancies,no ſound deſires ; and it isGob 
great mercic, tharT and my flaſhy deſire werend 
flaming in hell long before this day. No, no, tlt 
truth is, I am a lazie hypocrite, I amone Of th 
| nature, that will rurne with the door on tit 
hinges; I fay,I hate my baſe diſtempers, and 
continue in them; I pray againſt ſine, and 
 liveinfinne; thus call upon thy heart and 
ſcience, and ſay, I am the lazie hypocrite, Ga 
| hath informedandconvinced me of many dutts 
telling me what I ſhould doe, but yet my he" 
could neyer bec brought nato it, to pray _— 
4] We Vary 
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-arc,and make fatisfaQtion totkoſe I have wron- 
\-d; God ſaith, I muſt reſtore thele 11! gotten 
ods, and yt the truth is, I would never part 
ich themhitherto, but retaine them ſtill, there« 
re I never hadatrue deſire. Yet againe (I be- 
ch you helpe one another ) goc home and rea» 
20 with your ſelves, the truth 3s, I am the ſtage 
ypocrite, [ onely make a bootie of Chriſt ; even 
2 much religion as will ſerve my honour,and my 
ale and credit, I will rake up, but when it comes 
> ſuffering once, that my hfe, or liberty, or pro» 
peritie lyc at the ſtake, then farewell Chriſt and 
race: by this it appeares, that I never had any 
rue and found deſire after Chriſt. And if there 
xc any terrified hypocrite here, I thinke there are 
ut fc” come ſo farre, but the time will come 
'ou hall have enough to doe that way, that con- 
cience of yours, whoſe month you bave ſtop- 
ed, willbe awakened one day; and rend the kall 
ft 5our hearts, if nothere, yer hercafter ; Bur if 
re beany terrified hypocrite here preſent, goe 
ome,and reaſon with your ſelves, am thisterri- 
1d hypocrite, the Minifter fpake, as if hee had 
cene m my boſome : In horrour of heart I can 
all upon God, and ſecke to him, and pray in my 
amily, and humble my fou'e; but when the 
ow 1s off, I returne with the dog tohis former 
omit,and I thinke to heale all by my ſervices; I 
n the man, T-am the woman, I beſeech you, 
lucke one another on, and ſay, Llazic, and you 
z1K,[ terrified, and youterrified, I deluded, and 
ou deluded ; therefore now labour to get our 
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of this condition, if ever you meane togetme, 

_ cieto your ſoules,burif you will loſe your ſouls, 

who can helpe 1t? goe to the proofe, make th 

word good to your conſciences ; doe I defi 

Chriſt for himſelfe? No,thereis noſuchmatg 

therefore yeeld it before heaven and earth, I 

never yet attaine to .this ſound defire thiy 

ſomething yet,now you ſee your wants. 

2. Prafzce, Secondly then obſerve the dithcultie of getting 

. __ thisdeftre;you mud not thinke that this deſires 

ancafie matrer to artaine, the ſoule ſhould of 

reaſon with irſelfe, how dangerous is it to wat 

this defire? without it I am undone forever. 

[alſo how harda matteris it to getthis, it is 6 

_  yondall the power that God hath tcſtowedupa 

me,thething is wonderfull hard and difficult pe 
{wadeone another of the thing, and ſay,youal 
| I,nverghbour, thought it was an eafie matter tog 
this defire, wee thought it was nothing toſay 
and profefle ſo, and reſolve ſo, but this 1s not 
 dehire, to talke, and with, and promiſe, itis46 
ceit, Deſire is another-gefſe matter than well 
 gine, it is nocaſic matter to deſire aright; Wl 
will notfay, hee doth defire ? cyery man cand 

| that,yet no man hath good deſire almoſt; apt 

| may have abilitie to know, and underſtangms 
ly, and diſpute judiciouſly of Chriſt and grit 

cad yer never get a 1eſire after Chrift and o 

| Irisagreat matter to know what we ſhould 0 

| It 3$harder todoe ,what wee know, andhad* 
_ Of all toget adefire to do what we eught. Th 

| fore conſider of it ; is the worke ſo heavie, 4 
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« dur; ſo weighty, and we ſo unable ; then how 
-d weneed to beſtirre our ſelves, and frame our 

arts to ſceke for, and attaine to this blefſed de» 
re after Chriſt ? 

The ſecond meanes is this,conſider the 'neceſſi» 2 eANer, 
« of this defire after grace and goodnefle, it is 
Xt a matter of complement and indifferencie z 

0,no, I may call it the very wheeles of faith, 
pon which faith is carried, for alt this while 
ich is a ſowing into the ſoule : Looke as it 1s 
ith awaggon, knocke off the wheeles, and all 

es in the duſt; fo take away this deſire, and 

this in the duſt : the tenour of all the promiles 

n upon this,zhe chr ftie they are invited, the hun- 

e they ſhall be ſarisfied, naynotonely fo, but 
blerve further the neceſſity of this, when deſire 
omes, all good workes. goe forward, and our 
earts are not only ſer upon the dutie, but the du- 

e 15crowned and credited by this defire. Ir 1s 
kethe mill damme, the fuller the damme' is, the 
ter the mill goes; ſo ger butdefire,and all will 
oe forward; the more defire, the more paines in 
teking after grace, this gives a crowne and a cre- 
[ttoall our ations ; thou praycſt, haply halfe | 
1 houre, it is not thy tongue thatthe Lord ac+ 
pts,bur thy defirez thou performeſt many du- 
& outwardly, God carcs not for that,he lookes 

ly atthy defire ro approve thy ſeife ro Godin 
ile dugies, this isthe thing thar givescredit to 
Il our a&ions, | 

The third meanes js this, labour to ſpread forth 3. Means. 

eexcellencie of all the beautie, and ſurpaſſing 

| Cc olorie 
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rie that is in the promiſes of God, Lok 
icly,daily,and judicioufly, upon themas oc 
|{erves,and when thou ſeeft that admin; I 
incomparable yertue and bcaurie, that is i 
Chriſt, and in the precious promiſes, andcat ff 
but view them in their proper colours; Oh t: 
will evenraviſh chee, and quicken up thy defir, 
Ifa man carry a packe of never ſo rich comma. 
- ties, and never opens them, no man will haz; 
deſire to buy ; Or if a man have a cabinet ful 
never ſoprecious jewels, if he doe ot unlockei; 
no man will be ſtirred with a deſire after then 
Even fo it is with the promiſes, all thoſe us 
ſearchable riches that are in the Lord Jeſus, ad 
_ allthe comforts, both of this life, and that whiaſ 
is to come, they are all ſhar up in the promils;} 
Now ſet open the Goſpell, and unlock the ab 
binet of the promites,and then the foule will cx 
' neſtly deſire the ſame. Itell you God isa Godd 
comfort, and a/{ the promiſes are yea and Amn | 
the Lord Feſas Chriſt, read them daily, andews 
| mine the excellencieand beautie therein, thath 
thy heart may be brought ro prize them, and ti 
comfort arifingthence. Thy ſoule is diſcouraged 
there is mercie to comfort; thou wanteſt grit 
there is grace to quicken thee. Se the wot 
thereof more fully : Lake 24. When Chriſt ca 
and walked wirh the two diſciples that were cravedil 
tonards Emara, Did not our hearts barne within 
ay they,while be opened the Scriptures ; the Lat 
word ſignifieth to burne with deſire ; Bat 
camethis? they did not talke a ward, and m- 
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ur che Lord Jeſas Chriſt opened che Scriptures #0 
them : the riches of grace and ſalvation were un- 
xked, and by Chriſt opened, and then rheir 
eats burned againe with defireg On that Chryſt, 
znd that merciey and that pardon, &c. So view 
thouthe promiſes of Chriſt, and grace, and talva- 
ion, you do2 not ſee the value and riches that 
retherein,bur if you will but talke and conferre 
bout them, your hearts will burne with deſire, 
Joe not caſt an eye and be gone, doe not looke 
ver 2 promiſe and away; no wonder though 
our hearts are not affected, becanſe the excellent 
hings therein contained are not opened and pro- 
pounded to you. \ | 
In the fourth and laſt place, after all this, thou 4, Meanes. 
nuſt know that it is not in thy power to bring 
hy heart to defire grace, thon canſt not hammer 
ut a deſire apon thine owne anvill, digge thy 
dwne pit, and hew thy owne rock as long as 
houwilc, that is a worke out of thy abilitie and 
ength. Nay lerall the Angels in heayen, and 
[| the Miniſters on earth provoke thee, yer if the 
and of the Lord be wanting, thou ſhalt not litr 
Ip thy heart, nor ſtep one ſtep towards heaven; 
tnerefore I beſeech you marke and acknowledge 
his, and goe to him who is onely able to worke 
his dcfire in thy ſoule. It is the complaint of 
briſtians, and they mourne under it, and it is a 
reatmilerie, Oh they are troubled, becauſe they 
anot fetch a good deſire from their owne 
Oules, and one falls, another finkes, and a third 
makes, and they are overwhelmed with diſcou- | 
Cc 2 ragement 2 
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: ragement: And their complaint is this; Why 
Ovjea, a wretched hearc have I > Grace? No, no; &|f 
 worldIcan deſire, the lite of my childe I | 

tag that, nay evcry tritling profit and plea 
m - ſoule covets it, and I fay with Rachd,Lety 
have honour,or «je 7 aye. But I cannot buckleny 
heart, nor worke this vile nature of mine tohs 
_ carried after,and long for, the unconceivablew 
-* ſearchable richesof the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, Ar 
will the Lord ſhew mercie ro me? Shall [ x 
taine any favour either here or hereafter? Mak 
the deceit in this caſe ; deſires grow not in you 
garden, they ſpring not from the root of zo 
abilities, you cannot frame your ſoules, nor ode 
your ſpirits ro deſire Chriſt ; no, ſtruggle wii 
rhy eyes ſinke in thy head, and thy tongue falte 
when thou prayeſt, and yet thou ſhalt notpW 
care eny longing defire after Chriſt whiles thi 
world ſtands, defire comes from the quickun 
vertue of the ſpirit : Therefore ſecke to God, ai 
confeſle, In truth Lord 1cannor, it is not m ul 
poyer, I have not any ſufficiencic ro frame TÞ 
hearc tothis deſire, I expc& it not from my icing 
itis not this yilc and finfull foule, it is not iſ 
wicked baſe wayward heartof mine that ean i 
wp it ſelfe,ir is carchly and heavie ; but itis thi 
'O Lord, from whom come all our deſires, it 
thou that muſt worke ir, it is thou that baſtp# 
 miſed it : good Lord quicken thou this ſoule,s! 
1nlarge this heart of mine, thou only art the 
of this deſire ; none of thy Saints that cverf# 
tedafter, and longed for thy metcie ( David : g 
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ſelfe) hadit nor in his owne power and ſufficien- 
cie, itmuſt come from thy power, and thypro- 

miſe, and thy grace, and blefling. Now, good 
Lord, worke this in the heart of thy poore {er- 
vant,I would faine havea defire Lord from hea- 

ven; thus hale downe a dclire from the Lord, 

WT and from the promiſe, for there only yo2 muſt 

| have it, this is the courſe whereby yuu may pare 
take of this deſire from thc hand of the Lord. 
When the Church was lazie and fluggiſh, and 
would not rite, the hands of hey beloved dropped Cant.y.4. 
mirrhe wpon the handle of the doore,and this raiſed 
and pulled up the heart of the ſpouſe, and ſhe lin- 
ored after him, and followed him, and purſued 
him,and her heart was quickned and 1nlarged to 
{ke after him, whom her ſoule loyed andprized, 

= «nd from whom ſhe cxpe ed thar good ſhe nee= 

= cd. It ought to bee ſo with our deſires, they 

JF mult proceed only from the ſparke of the ſpiric; 

| The ſmoling flix God will not quench, all flax of it \q.cq. 12, 20. 
{elte will not ſ\moe,but a ſparke muſt come into 

It, and that will make it catch fire and ſmoke >- 
Wus lay your hearts before the Lord, and fay, 
Good Lord, here is only flax, here is only aſtub- 
borne heart, bur ſtrike thou by thy promiſe one 
lparke from heaven, that I may have a ſmoking de- 
brcafterChriſt, anda longing deſire after grace, 

that [ may walke with more care and more con- 

fcience with thee hereafter, uſrng the mcanes 
thou haſt appointed for my good, that they may 
athe laſt worke unto my good; this take no» 

oy <cof aboyeall thereſt, for he thagthinkes ro 
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gera defire from hitnſelfe, will nor labour tock 
raine from the hands of the Lord. Thereforel, 
bour to uſe all meanes,and labour to ſee aweakna 
in all means, and expect this defire onely fron 
thc hands of the Lord. Thus we fee the meanshoy Þ 
we may get this deſire, 

Thus weſee how the Lord learnes every facil. 
ty his/leQure, the mind hath beene inlightned,s 
have done with thar, hope hath beene ſtirred 
and deſire quickned, theſe we have likewiſe fu 
ſhed, Wecome now in the fourth place totret 
of two other faculties of the ſoule, Loveand 1y, 
which bec.aſe they are ſo neerly combinedts 
gether both innature and forme,as weſhall hex} 
hereafter : therefore with your patience hande 
them together, and read one Lecture to then 
both. Bur before I proceed to meddle with 

particulars, let me premiſe ſomerhing intheg: 

' nerall, that wee take all rubs out of the way, all 
thatnone may ſtumble ar that which ſhall be d> 
livered. Therefore let no man thinke it ſtrang! 
thar'1 come here to meddle with Love and Joys 
though I would make fanQification to goe befor 
juſtification; for whereſoever we finde love at 
Joy,they ſeeme rather the effeds that follow faith, 
than to be the ſeeds and ſpawne to bring in faill 
Methinkes theſe doubrs ſhould not trouble all 
if they did but conſider what wee have ſpoken® 
ready in the worke of preparation. But a litth 
tOtiKeaway theſe rubs, take notice of three 
ſuing paſſages, which will cleare the way totlf 
which afterward ſhall be ſpoken. © 
| Knowia the firſt place, it is not mine i 


mt... 


| Thegoules effetgall calling ro Chriſt, "64 
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ment to perſwade any to thinke that ſanQificati- 
"n isbefore juſtification : for the rrath is, I con- 
cive the thing is not agreeable ro truth, taking 
antification ina narrow {ſtrict ſenſe, as it muſt 
eſo conceived in this place; neither can the Ds- 
Erin wich I have delivered, if they bee under-- 
ſtood aright, according to the cxplication there- 
pf,ſhew ſomuch, this is the firſt. T 
| Sccondly, looke by what right and reaſon ma- 2. Paſſage. 
y judicious Divines of late yearcs, having by ex« 
erience obſcrved in their owne ſpirits, and judi- 
iouſly ſcanned and delivered it, that there 1s a 
ving deſire, by which God bringsin and breeds 
aichin the ſoule, (Ir is the ſpeech of judicious 
*erkins) Nay the Spirit ſeemes to me to intimate 
35much when it ſaith, Ho every one that thirFeth, 105% 7. 37- 
ome and drinke + there muſt be firlt thir/Zing,then 
ZTomming and beleeving, which chir37ing 1s no» 
Wbiogtlſe but a ſaving defire, Therefore as there 
$aſaving defirc by which God cauſeth both grace 
dbreed, and faith to ſpring in the ſoule , by the 
ame reaſon there may bee a kinde of Loye and 
oy, by whichas ſpawnes, and ſeeds of faith,faith 
hay bee communicated and ſtamped upon the 
oule, for the ſame ground that is for the one, is 
Iſo for the other : and it isa thing to me incredi- 
lc, that the ſoule of a man ſhould fall and reſt 
Ipon the promiſe, and yer never deſire it, nor 
lope for it, being abſear, and imbrace ir, love, 
d delizhe ia it with joy when it is comming. 
or looke with what authority and right there is 
rſting before comming, and a defire before 
(for faith is all this while a hatching _— 
ve) © 


| 

; 
c 
| 
n 
' 
* 
li 
Hh 
4 
F, 
Nt 
nd 
th 
th; 
n), 
jt 
a; 
ls 
hd 


AS 


| TheSoules effetuallcalling ro Chyiſt, 


ding ):by the ſameright and authority thereiy 
iaving kinde of love andjoy before faith, what. 
ever wee ſpeake of the onc, wee muſt neceſſarily 
ſpeake of the other, | 
The third thing is this, wee muſt underſtand 
thar all theſe ſaving workes of the affetions me 
no ſantifying, (1 call them ſaving, thats, ach 
workes as doe accompany ſalvation ) for theres 
a difference betweene a faving worke, andalins 
ctifying , taken in the proper narrow ſenſe of it 
Know therefore thar defires and loves areof! 
double nature, ſome in vocation are obſerved, 
ſome in ſandification are conſidered, as ther 
wasa ſorrow in preparation,& a ſorrow in ſand 
fication, ſo there is one defire and [ove and joj 
in vocation ſtirred, another in ſandification 
expreſſed, both joyne one with another, bu 
they arenotthe ſame. The frame of thehear, 
and the worke upon the ſoule in vocation, 45nd 
the fame which is in ſanQification. Briefly,inw 
cation in this call which I ſpeake of, the La 
worketh this worke upon me, I have no pow 
of my ſelfe, but onely reccive it from the Lon. 
At the firſt conveying in of the power of hyp 
and defire, and love,and joy, God communicits 
chem-unto me, bur in ſan@ification I worke fra 
a principle which I have received from the pow 
ofgrace, wl:ich Chriſt hath communicatedto 
being called, and ſanQified, and having rece® 
the Spiric of Adoption : Sothat the graces 10 
ſpeake of, uſher in and lead the way for the 
ming in of faith;when faith comes into the ſo 
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\*« there as the King in bis privy chamber, irrales 
4 commands all his ſervants. Now the way be= 
ecleare, if you meerwith hope and faith, love 
d faith put for one another, underſtand that 
zy are noc licerally to beeconceived, burina - 
>uracive ſenſe. So then to: proceed to:the Doe 
rine I mcane to ſtand upon, which is this? | BY 
| The Soirit of the Lord kindles inan humbled PoFrines = 
art, and inlighrned ſinner, love andjoy,to'en- 
rtain: and rejoyce 1n the riches-of bixmercys: 
zre are three paſſages ro be conſidered, that ſo 
2ma; ſee the co.npzſlz of the point in hand. 
Firſt, this love and joy is nowhere to be found I P4/ 4g. 
it ina beart humbledand inlightned;for unlefls 
ſonſe bee humbled betore God, ir ſeeth no 
d of grace or mercy, and therefore deſpiſerh 
and d:i\claimes it, and 1s carried wirh a hatred 
inſt that grace that would maſter his corrupti= 
5s and purge them : Nay the ſoule: is carried * 
th a kinde of weariſomneſle;] and is peſtered 
th the power of grace that ' would frame his 
rtancw, his corrupt heartis rather itroubled 
thit, than any way delighted initzaad ifhum- 
dand nor inlightned, be could not be inlarged 
oſtow his heart thereupon, nor carry himſelte 
i that pleaſure and delight whichotherwiſe he 
Wd: thisis the firſt.paſſage.: know thereisa 
de kinde of love and joy in the world; coun- 
eitcopne , bat chis is not the love and joy we 
ie, we Wilt have garden love andjoy, ofthe 
bk owne ſetting and plating z; thofe carnall 
| 0 
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paſſage 2...” The ſecond paftage is this, this: love and jqj 
_ kindliedby the Spiricof the Father, heirtivy 
whence comes all the ſparkes that nwſt kink 
grace in us. So rthatall other loveandjoy wii 
is not ſpirituall and from him, cannotbe ace: 
ble ta his Majeſty, cis that:in generall which 
Apoſtle: Paul inferres, They which areinihe jy 
cannot pleaſe God,” Soall the joy and love (au 
a$ any other ation) that proceeds out ofn;ny 
and fleſh cannotpleaſe God': Bur irmuſt bely 
 verly love and joy, proceeding from the Spiit 
Suffer me toexpreſſe my ſelfe afrer this man 
| Looke as it is with a gentleman in theccumy 
| he will bee conrent to leave his habirationin 
| while, and give uphis houſe. co che bing 
- while, becauſe hee is but -a meane many 40dn 
| able to enterraine ſo great-.a rerinne; ti 
| fore: the King ſends his owne proviteat 
_ fore hand; (obſerve ir, ) So ir is with a pdt 
hamble broken hearred finner; the poore Wl 
is marvellons well content,the Lord thou 
to-tim,and dwellim him; and diſpoſe oft 
heis-ſuch apoore beygerly-wrerch hes nots 
tomakeGed afire, he.cantor love Godz heel 
not thatholy hex of love 8nd; joproſentenasi 
welcome :the-Lord as :becommerh' this Mat 
therefore the-}Lodrd ſendsqrovifion Vere 
and kintlectyloyeandjojjrche forte abby 
toveandjoy he nny:bewelcomedto Wenn 
an hamble inner; ior-thas (vo exprefenn®l 
more cleady .. Tukey tburnjng ode 
che \beamorof the Snrms;) 41d IF) 
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"0 other things, the glafle of 1t ſeife hath ro. 
<< heat in it, but when # hath received the 
-ames of the Sunne, it heats and burnes other 
ings, as flax ,and luch combuſltible mattcr; bur 
;s by the hear of rhe bearves of the Sunne re- 
jved, otherwile it could doc noching, So itn 
(ith an bumble ſinner, hee berh facto receiverhe 
mes of Gods mercy, and waits when the Sun 
frighteou'ncfſe will {ſhine from heaven comfor- 
bly upon his heart; and being warmed with 
he beames of Gods love and faveur effectually, 
2 isat le torefle rhe hearof loveand joy bucke 
Fame: this is rhe tecondihi'g. &þ | 
Thirdly, the Doarine faith, that love and joy Paſſage 3+ 
ekind!cd, that they may entertain? and rejoyce 
the riches of Gods mere... 't his laftclauſe is 
ded to diſcover the difference, iand”to: make 
zowne the diſtin& nuurc of this love and joy 
re, from all the faincd and falſe love and joy, 
ch hypocrites pretend to.have, andſceme to'_ 
preſle ro the Lord Jeſus Chriſt..'T herefore-[ 
this love and joy is kindled not onely to ene - 
tain. hjm, and rejoyce in him ; for there isa 
de of entertaining and rejoycing® in Hypo- 
tes, 1udac had a haile Maſter, andthe comnion 
dle ſpread their garmenes, arid! welcomed 
Inſt, crying Hojanna, bleſſed @ herthat rommerh 
tbe Name of the mot Highs and the young inan 
CAST 3h; ne Young man 
nded a deare affeticn ro Chriſt, MaFer, } 
bfolow thee whither freves thaw goeft;, 'Andrthe "Ge 
y ground received the word . with joy, and with 
& D&ea-:- joyes 
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joyes inathing,cannot but loye that ke rejojcet 
in : So that wee ſec all theſe had a kinde of jo, 
bur 1t.isnot that kinde of joy thar comes fromty 


- Farber, neicter will it carry it ſelfe beſcemirghy 


riches of Gods mercy ; for hee rhar- ſalnted hy 
Maſter A4haile,in concluſion betrayed bim: is 
your joy and love you entertaine Chriſt withil} 
So that young manthat.world follow him whit, 


ſoever be went, preſently forſooke him : Andthy 


| that even now cried Hoſanna, Hofanna, bleſſed} 


hee that commeth inthe Name' of the Hight; 
anon crye as-faſt, crucifie þim, crucifie him; a 


they that received the Word with joy, whe 


temptation, and perſecution came, rejected it: 


This joy is a fooliſh imaginarion hammeredat 


of their Anvil}, for baſe ends and by aimes, bit 


they carry not. themſelves beſeeming the new 
of Gods. mercy revealed to them. For, He iht 
loveth father or mather, or brother. or ſicter, Mit 
than.me, « not worthy of me faicthour Saviour :tid 
| Is, hce that priferh any thing more, and deligit 
inany thing more thin Chriſt; is nor worthy 
| him. Therefore whoſoever he be that beſts 


- | His. love | and joy more-upon uny thing it 
| warld, than upon Chriſt; it is nota Joyeancy 
| beſeeming him, nor brought from heaven, 
| proceeds from a baſe rotten heart, -and willfal 


33, and-bring no profit nor comfort jntheel 
This then fifficerh for the ſenſe; and proof 
the point;wecome'now to openirt a lirchegwitl 


 'In:for explication, and confirmation 


wee will handle theſe rwothings : Firſt wt 
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. The Senles e ffetFuall calling to Chriſt, 
| ſhew youthe reaſon of the order, why after hope - 
and defire, there comes this love andioy. Se. 
condly, we will diſcover the motives and gronnds 
what it is inthe promiſe that will kindle and ftrike 
fire, and inflame theſe rwo affeRions, and bring 
| them to the Lord. | = | 
Firſt, you will ſay how comes love andjoy next Reaſons, 
after hope and deſire ? I anſwer, you muſt know 
there is no more but two affections in the ſoule; 
| God infinitely wiſe having ſo framed ir, and 
| theſe two are hope and defire. The underſtan-= 
ding faith ſuch a thing is profitable and comfor- 
| table, if T had it, then hope is ſent out to! wait for 
that goodneſſe, and if it comes nor, then 'defire 
the ſecond affetion is ſent ont to meet the good: 
hope ſtands and waits:for it, but defife wanders 
up and downe, ſeeking andenqairirg aftera Lord - 
Jeſus, and goeth from coaſt ro coaſt, from Eaſt to 
{ Weſt; Ohthat I conld, and oh that 1 might, and 
{ whenſhu}[ I, and how' may I cometo the ſpeech - 
of a Lord Jeſus Chriſt; As it was with the Spouſe 
inthe Canticles, when her beloyed was gone, ſhe 
wandredup and downe, ſecking of him, and en- 
quiring of the watchmen if chey did not ſee him : - 
ſo defire wanders from this thing to that thing, 
fromehisplace to that place, and never ceaſerh; 
tofee it it can gaine notice of Chrift : It goethto- 
prayer toſee if that will intreat a Chriſt : It goeth\. 
tothe Word to ſee if that will reveale him: It 
goeth to confirence to: ſee if he can heare of a 
Chriſt there : then ic commeth to the congrega- 
tion, andtothe Sacramenr, to ſee if it can heare! ; 
"7 - Dd3. . _ 
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any newes of a Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and ofmercie; 
- and. the foule thus continues wandring and. 
ſeeking, till at laſt the Lord Jeſas Chriſt cone 
into the ſoule, when the ſoule hath hangredand 
| longed for him. At !ength the Lord is pleaſed 
toſhew himſclfe in view : behold chy King com 
meth; ſo the Lord faith. Behold the Lambtof Gi 
that gaketh away thy ſinnes : Oh thou poore broken 
hearted ſinner, here is thy Saviour, hee is come 
. >downe from heaven to ſp-ake peacz to thy ſoule 
in the pardon of thy finnes ; thon that bungrelt 
fora Chrift, here he is to ſatisfie thee ; thou tiut 
thirſteſt for a Chriſt, hce is now come toretrelh 
_ thee ; thou that baſt Jong ſought him, hee faith, 
here I at, and all my merits arc thine. Nor 
when the Lord Jeſus is pleaſed to preſent him 
ſclfero the ſoule 5 now defire hath mer.,with the 
Lord: there are two other affeQions ſent out by 
the Spirit toentertaine Chriſt, and they are love 
and joy. Suffer me ( Ibeſcech you ) to expreſle 
my felfe after this manner, thar 1 may diſcovet 
the frame and guiſe of Gods Spirit in this gric 
ons worke. 

| It isinthis caſe with a finner, as it is with att 
lefaQtouror traitor (obſerve what 1 ſay) whos 
purſued with.'a Purſeyant, and is fled to theſe 
coaſts, and hath raken a hold, and he is therebe: 
ſieged. And now hee ſecth there is r.o hoped 
favour, nor no hopeof eſcape ; therefore bees 
even content to {rbmirto the Kings pleaſure, 4 
yeelds his necktorheblock, that hee may reccM? 
puniſhment for his offence, Now com mien 
- Sa _ © Exe 
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| exccuiton;he heares an inckling from the melſen= 


gers, there is yet hope that this man may be par= 
doned; with that the poore malefaftonr in the 


| tower, his heart is ſtirred upto hope: Nay then 


he heares another meſſenger from the King him- 


| felfelay, ifhe will come unto the Court and ſeek 


unto, his Majeſty, and importure his grace for ' 
mercy and favour, it is like he ſhall be pardoned : 


| thisis the ſecond voyce : one faith thou mayeſt 


be pardoned,the other ſaith; nay ifrhou wike ſab- 
mit thy ſeife, thou ſhalt be pardoned, Then hee 
makes haſte, and defirecarries him to rhe Court, 
to ſve for favour from che King : Sothat he will 


| bee continaally there, liſtning and enquiring of 
every one ſaying, did you heare the King ſpeake 


nothing of mee, how ſtands the Kings minde 
towards mee,I pray how goes my caſe? then 


| ſome tells him, the trath is the King heares 


you are hambl<d, and you ſoryfor it, you are like 
to hearemorenewes hereafter, Ar laſt the King 


| lookes gut. of the window, and ſeerh che male. 


fattourand faith, is this the trairour? they ſay yes, 


| ts is che man: thar is humbled and intrears fi 


mercy, and deſres nothing ſo much as Avour. 
The King tells him the truth is his Pardan is 
dawing,and comming rowards bm : 'with'that = 
bishearr leaps mhisbelly, and his heattigihlars 
gadrotiis Mojoſty'; and he faith God bRfleFour + 
Majeſty, neveriwasthere ſuch a avonrable Prince 
toapoore tra:roar,- His heart leaps-with joy be- 
culchis pardogigcomming towards him; haps 


all 


oo 
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all, che King calls himinand delivers ir, andrhut 
3s the laſt ſtroke of faith. 
-Soit 1s witha poore ſigner, hecis this malefs 
Ctor : you thar have committed high treaſanyyou 
chinke not of 1c, bur take heed, God will purkue 


- youone day; haply rhe Lord lets you alone fir 


the preſent, but he will ſurprize you on theſad- 
den, and conſcience will pluck thee by thethroat, 
and carry thee downe to Hell. Ard row th: 
Lord purlueth him with hcavie and terrible ins 
dignation, and lets fie at his face, and fers cons 
ſcience aworke as Puricvant, and thar ſaith,thele 
are thy ſinnes, and to hellthou muſt gee, God 
hath ſerme.to execute thy ſoule, Now thepoore 
 ſoule ſeerhheecan by no means eſcape fromthe 
Lord, and to parchaſe any favour te ſees itisim- 
pofiible;| therefore he is reſolved to licdowneat 
Gods feet, and faith, I confefle Lord, there is but 
one way,lct me be damned,ſo rhou maiſt beglo- 
rified, If the Lord will ſhew favour, ſo it-15;bit 
he cannor defire it almoſt, becauſe he hath ſofn- 
nedagainſt him, Now comes the great yoyce, bt 
| hearcsa noyſe afarre of by the miniftery of the 
Goſpell, thy.ſinnes are pardonable 2 with this the 

| foule fookesup, and hope ſtirres the heart, and 
faith, chen it may be a damned creature may bet 
ſaved, then i.may be a dead dog ge ma live,a0d; 


trayror may be pardoned : Then the ſoule has 
another yoyce, if thou canſt ſee the excellent 


mercy and long for it,and ſeeke after it, thouſtil 
be pardaned. Why, goe then, faith-Defire, a 
he fills heaven. and carth wich, his cries, and Þ 


cloſi 
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cloſet wich his prayers, and the congregation - 
with his teares, ad will enquire of the Miniſter 
of God, ard other good Chriſtians z Sirs, you 
are ofthe bed-cbamber,you are acquainted with 
God, I pray how goes my caſe? will the Lord, 
thinkey ou, pardon me ? did you heare the Lord 
ſay nothing of me? how ſtands 1t with me? Now 
the Minifters of God that underſtand the frame 
| of the heart aright,will ay, The Lord heares you 
xean hymblefinner, and that you leng for mer- 
cic, and lyc at the court gate, and will not away 
without mercie z wee heare, God intends well 
towards you,you ſhall heare morc hereafter: thus 
farre now deſire goeth. 23 Þ 3k 
Arlaſt, Chriſt preſents himfelfe to the (inner, 
and ſpeakes to his ſoule. by the miniſterie of the 
Word, he lookes downe from heaven, and gives 
hima ſweet looke of mercie, and that makes his 
heart leape againe, andrthat is. done. in this man» - 
ner, (for ſtill underſtand that God doth it.by che 
miniſterie of the Word, . doe not now looke for 
any ſtrange dfeames or miraculous imaginati-. 
ons) the Lord ſpeakes by his Word, and faith, 
thou haſt abroken hearr,thou haſt longed for my - 
alvation, goe thy wayes, I have heard thoſe . 
prayers of thine, and obſerved thoſe endevoursof 
tine, and thy pardon is granted, bee it to thee as 
thon haſt deſired, and thy pardon fhall afterward 
dee ſealed and delivered. Now when the Lord 
ls he foule, It is done. it wants only (ealing and 
celtvcring, the heart of a poore finner, when it 
des ſome comfort and refreſhment from the 


La 


Ee Lord 


: 2 
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Lord in the word, he faith, The Miniſter tai] 
was the ſinncr, and God intends good to me; an 
that my finnes are pardoned ; as - Princeſuth 
- Fiat, leritbeidone ;'fotheLord faich, Mercy 
comming towatds thee, and mercie is grantedy 
. thee : | Now the heart teapes withjoy, and blek 
ſeth the Lord, ler my foule bleffe him'forere: 
_— ought - bleiſe that God that harhidas 

| ſogreat thinesfor my poore foale? What, 
doned? and what, mnepttexivend wh 
the pardon granted, and now ſealing, onaly i 
wants delivering. 2 why then if I never ſeem 
of it, hutgoe downe rohell, yer this iqmycan 
fort, that I have ſcene a ſmile from God, thi 
makes my heart leape within me, though I bune 
in hel{forever, this is thenext voice. © | 
Now that brings in love and joy : Setaps 


lage this way, Eſay 40. 2.Comfors yee, comfort 
my *: 91) CIT Logd, ſoaks comfort ably 16 Jeb 


£ 


ſatem, andeovie amo boy, vbat-hex warſare i acronſs 
ſbrd,andber iniquitie s paxiloned; tefteruſalen 
& accepeed. tell her fo, ſaith the Lord. So 
Lord fpeakes to poore hoagrie broken 
afterhe hath ſeene their defires to be ſound 
thorow ; the Lord ſaith to his Miniſters, Spell 
to the heart of a/poore finner, tell him from 8% 
rel! him from heaven, tell him from the LotdÞ 
ſus Chriſt, cell, from under the hand ofthe 
rit,his perſon is accepted, and his ſinnes are0* 
- away and he ſhall be looked :upon in mers $ 
Eſay 66. the text ſaith, The Lord leokes ro bis 
is of an humble and contrige heave, axdrhar mr 
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rs 0rd, The poore creature cannot but ob- 
frye cyery word, and tremble at every truth : 
Here is ſalvation (indeed, faith he ). but it is not 
mine; here is mercle,but thatis notmine: and ſo 
he ſhakes at the apprekenfion of it,thar he ſhould 
hearcof it, and not enjoy it, The text ſaith, The 
Lord looker at ſuch a trembling ſoule; that is,he caſts 
ſweet intimations of his goodnefle and kindneſſe 
upon him ; and ſaith, Thou pooretrembliog f1n- 
ner, tothee beeit ſpoken, I have an eye towards 
thee in the Lord Jeſus Chriſt ; this, as I take it, 1s 


the meaning of the place, Ephraim is the picture 

ofa ſoule truly humbled ; we may ſec his beha- 

viour towards God, and Gods dealing towards 

bim; the cext faith, Surely 1 have heard. Ephraim 

bemoaning himfelfe, ( here is the heart broken, and 
thirſting, and what more ) chow haſt chaſflizrd mee, ter. 31.18, 19, 


1nd 1 was chaſftizzed, as aballocke unaccuftomed to the ** 
quake; rurne chew me, and 1 ſhall be turwed;, thouart 
he Lord my God, ſurely after shat 1 was turned, 1 rc- 
pented, and after that 1 was inflrufed , 1 ſmeteupen 
mychigh,1 was aſbamed, yea evenconfounded, becauſe 
141d veare the reproach of my youth, Here wee ſee 
Ephraim lamenting himſelte, as if the finner 
ſhould ſay, I am the wretch that have ſeene all 
the meanes of grace in abundant meaſure and' 
deautic, and yernever profited under the ſame; 
the Lord hath correed me, but I would not be 
tamed; the Lord hee hath inſtructed mee, bar I 
would not kearne; Lord turne mee, thou are my 
God,l have nothing in my ſclfe, Nay now I ſee 
We evils which before I never perceived, and 1 
EE 2 obſerve 
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obſcrye the baſenefſe of my courſe now, wig 
betore I never conſidered ;- and Lam aſhamddy 
my former. abuſe of Gods grace revealed; ly 
_ «even confounded in regard of the abominaigy 
which my ſoule hath harboured, this is th 
mourning of a poore finner: Now markeGog 
 ankver, Ephraim is my deare ſonne, heeisaphs 
fantchilde, for fince I ſpake againſt him, Id 
earneſtly remember him ſtill, cherefore my boy. 
els are troubled for him, I w11l ſurely have ment 
upon him. The Lord kjndled the fire of his 
dignation in his heart, and ſpake bitter thing 
againſt his conſcience, yet hee remembred hi 
all the while; as who ſhould ſay, I obſervedd 
choſe\defires, and conſidercd all thoſe teares, mi 
heard all thofe prayers, and tooke notice di 
thoſe complaints ; and my bowels carne towut 
apoore ſinner that defires my mercie in Chri 
and the truth is, I will ſhew mercie tohim: ti 
wee ſee the behaviour of God to the ſoule, 1 
the behaviour of the ſoule ro God : and tw 
. you ſee the order of the affections ; when Godb 
abſent, hope waits for ir, and defire longs alt! 
It; when the good is in view, love entertain%h 
and joy delights,and fports,and playeth withit 
love is like the Hoſt -that welcomes the 
and joy is like the chamberlaine that attend 
on him, and is very ready and pleafing toe 
raine the promiſe, and the Lord Jeſus Chriſt:® 
15 the very guiſe of the heart, as 1 conceive. 
The ſecond thing obſervable, is the mon® 
whereby the promiſe comes to inflame — | 
| ET | anneusn 
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2M Rioas, and co worke this trame jn che heart, 


pamely,by the Spirit of the Fath er, which kindes 
:n an humble and inlightned ſoule, love and joy, 


ro entertaine and reioyce ;in the riches of his 
mercie, as beſeemes the worth chercof. 

Buc how doth the Spirit kindle this love and 
oy ? . 
Leatwerghn) it is, when the Spirit of che Lo:d 
inthe promiſe lers in ſome intiqmation of Gods 
loyc into the toule, the weight lieth upon the. e 
two words; lets in ſome inckling, conveycth 
ome rclliſh of the love of God into the foule. I 
belecch you, marke it, when the Lord doth ex- 
prefſe his favour and goodneſle in thar ſame 
powerfull manneruntoa heart humbled, longing 
for his favour, that it dorh force the ſoule to bee 
affected with it,and doth prevaile with rhe ſoule, 
and by a holy kinde of might prevaileth, and 


makes the ſoule to he affeted with the reliſh of 


bis fayour , this is the ground: A poſſible good 
ſtirres up Eope, a neceflarie excellencie in that 
good fſerleth defire, and a rellifh in that good 
tled,kindles love : So thatin the promiſe there 
Is a fulnefſe to take ap rhe whole frame of che 
heart, The phraſe is admirable in the Pſalmes z 


The Lord ſha#-command hs loving tindneſſe #n the Pſa. 43.18. 


morning; (a ſtrange paſſage ) it is a phraſe raken 
from Kings,and Princes ,and great Commanders, 
whole word isa law, Sothat the Lord ſhall ſend 


forth his loving kindnefſe with a command : asif 


be ſhould lay,Goz love and everlaſting kindnefle, 


take thy commiſſion, and I charge thee, goe to 
E 8 3 | the. 


1 
k 
— = LOR. Pe ITY ey IT 
——— 


The euler effeRual calling $0 Chriſt, OY 


' the poore humble firner, 'goero the poore, by 
gry,snd thirftic ſinner, goe and proſper andy 
 vaile, and ſettle my love upon his heart, whey 
he will or no,and 1et my kindnefle be ſerledupa 
his ſoule that hath longed fotit, Experiencety 
us thjs,the Lord doth by an-Almightineſſegiry 
Charge, and put a common yggep loving 
neffe: hands, that hee ſball*d6epoodto apo 
foule, even then when hee: ſinkes undertheby. 
then of his ſinnes, and under the apprehenfad 
his weakncfle. Whar, ſhall I haye mercie? 
no. Will the Lord Jeſus Chriſt accept me» 
ſorely. Conld I pray fo;and had Ithoſeparty,al 
conld I performe duties after this and thismy 
ner,then there were ſome hope z bur, alas!tl 
Is no mercie for me. But hearken,I beſccclizn 
what the word diſcovers your <ftate tobe; 
thus and thus withyou? yes, chenl1 ſpeaketi 
| the Lord, mercie is yours, and heaven is you, 
No,no, faith the ſoule, I cannot belceeveit, = 
a wretch as I goeto heaven 2 No, heave ils 
_ rather fall than I come there. Thus the dicaw 
gedſinner knocks of mercie,and ſhuts theo 


« 


againſtie, Now when all carnall reaſonings# 
high imaginations ( as Pau/calsthem)haverts 
up ſtrong holds againſt mercie and comiol, 
when'the word cannot doe it for the preſent, v 
Is faincar laſt rocommand loving kindndſe, 
ſend him with acommiſlion from heaven, (aj 
I charge you, breake open the doore of then 
of fach a ſinner, rend that veile of ignorance 
teare that curſed yeile of carnall reaſoning; * 


It 
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-ommand thee; goe to thar ſoule, and cheare ir, 
dcomfortir; goetotbatiſoule, and refreſh ir, 
id Gil its; rell him his finnes are pardoned, his 
ſorraccepred, arid his ſoule ſhall be faved ; tell; 
:m his fighs and groanes arc heard, and his pray- 
op{erved in heaven; make this good to his 
le, I; charge your, : before , you; come backe 
jine:; this is the admirable poodaecile of the 
ord; rhe ſoule many times hath-ſo many trickes, 
id ſhifts, and windings, and yecldings to carnall 
ſon, that no-comfort will come: in; Sothar 
xe Lord is:faine-to fend loving kindnefſe co 
jeare theſoule 2) Avit is with ſome unruly fel- 
wes, who willnot give aman poſſeſſion of his 
pit, till che bigh-$heriffe comes, andgives him. 
fieton by force-yhether they, will. or no : $0 
ng kindaefſe is Gods high Sheriffe, nowwhen 
ompany of: baſe fellowes;as carnallreafonings, 
dhe like, would keepe out; :mercie. and favour 
tt 1s due oa inner, the Lord commands loying 
ndnefle cobreake apen the doore;. and ſpeake 
nfort, t9 Aint +: . and: now; take - notice of 
tat I ſay, 488 good $0. gGome was the-graund of 
pe, and if there be any necefſarie excellencie, 
tte tongsfor it :- So when the good Brotanly 
pelene, but expreſſeth hisipreſence, and leaves 
Mme kinde Of remembrance, as it ware, and.diſ- 
"os Tt felfe.in: fame. manner effeQually tathe; 
we z that ſtirres wp-loye continually,;and that 
be dage Hetore any love can be.kindled, $7 
xv 18 thus") Looke as-it is, with touching, 
ca fgoultic of nature. if the thing 3y65 1p- 
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OG 4 ican. leaves a ſtrong impreffion upon hig 
ci-en a Mans tonch will feele it; bur'if itbeng 
vellous light, then ic may lye upon a'man, andþ 
preſent withhirh, and yernotbe perceived :41 
feather, !2y it upon a mans finger on the ſudd 
ora more in a mans face, becauſe ic leavesnoin 
preſſion, hee feeles ir not; bur if there bee 
weight laid upon his hand, then he feeles: {i 
1t be water that moiſtens him, or fire that 
cherh him, he is ſenſibleof it; ſolove in the ſab 
Is like touching in the body : now when loviy 
kindnefle is not ſer on aponthe heatt, thought 
be preſenc with the ſoule, yet becauſe it law 
 noimpreſhon upon the foule,hence jrcomest 
the heart cannot be ſtirred with any love town 
it,nor be touched and affetedwith ir,norremn 
that joy and delight as becomes the favoutd 
God, So that there muſt beche love of God,k 
ting ſome ſweer intimarions into the heart, 
expreſſing ic ſelfe to the ſoule, and affeQingil 
heart therewith z and then our love comestoli 
kindled towards God againe ; 'Gods loveſetl 
upon the foule,drawes and puls our loveto 
upaine.: || [3.0 3 oct 9:5 tt 01 006 lf 
This is the ground ofthat the Apoſtle ſpeilt 
We love him, becauſe he loved us firſt. Tt muſt'be® 
beames of Gnds love that muſt fall upon 8 
ſoule, before the ſoule car returne love tow 
agarne, So in Hoſea, I drew rhem, faith thet 
with che cords of love, end with the bands of a 
as who ſhould'fay, God lets in the cordsof 
loycinto our ſoules, and that drawes our 
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m againe, But moſt excellent 15 that place of 
\Canticles, ( marke the m2nner of the griſe of 
\« Spirit of God, expreſſing timſelfe ro the 
ule) He brought me tothe guy 01s henſe, and cant. 3.4. 
s Banner over me 146 = : and what ——_ 
14y mee with fliggons, and comfort mee with apptes, 
Jaw ſicke b Leer. When the Banner of Chrifts 
e is difplayed over the foule, the ſoufe comes 
bee ſicke of loye to Chriſt againe. Inwarce 
hen the Captaine difplayeth che banner, three 
ings are done by ir: Firſt, it arguerh the pre« 
tice of the Generall : Secondly, tt commands 
Ithe Souldiers rocome to lt: Thirdly, aff come 
der it. Now obferve the exccflency of the 
emneſſe of the fenfe of the 'Spirit of God; 
hen God diſplayeth the bannet of bis love, in 
eperfett colours and bemity of Te ro the ſonle; 


enall the hearts of poorefamring (innerscome 

a Sutildier?, and they ate ficke of foye to him; 
this love of God begets love In ns againe, in 

re particulars. © _ ” 

Firſt, there is a fweetneſſe arid rellifh 'which 

00s love lets into the ſonle,and thatwarmes the Particular. 


. When a mans fainting, aq#e vie com- 
ts him : Thy loving kindneſſe i bercer rhan life 
alth.che Propher David) thereis agaa wire in- 
d; the Lordlers in but one timpſe ofhis love, 
9 that warmes the foules. This isthat obſer- 
le Mhe Canticles, Let him ks; e mee with the Cant. 3. 3+ 
ſs of bis mouth, for thy love i better than wine; pence 
Fuſe of the ſavour of chy good oyntment, thy Name 
"n ojurment powred forth, therefore doe the Firgins 
Ff 


love - 
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love ghee, Every poore finfull creature, thou thy 


drinkeſt water, it thou haſt Chriſts love, thg 
chinkeſt it betrer than the beſt wine underts, 


. ven|:. Les him kifſe me with the kiſſes of bi ly 


2 Partical. 


Rom. 5.8. 


that is, with the comfortsof his Wordard$y 
rit ; ſo that marke what the ſoule faith; Let 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt refreſh my ſoule with the ſes 
comforts and conſolations of his Word, ad 
will be better than wine. But firſt he multhþ 
him with the kiſſes of bus lippes, before birt a 
he better than wine,that is, the Lord by the pone 
of his Spirit in the miiniſtery of the Word, ad 
exprcfle his love to the ſoule, and that drawait 
love of the ſoule ro God:and marke what tolls 
eth, becauſe of rhe ſavour of thy good oynima, 
therefore the Virgins love thee : by Chrilts gf 
ments, are Chriſts graces (ignified, Now wit 
the| Lord Jeſus Chriſt doth communicate i 
ſweer favour of hisgrace intorhe ſoule, then 
Virgins. which are looſened from {inne, lol 
Lord Jeſus ; bur firſt the ſavour of rhe ofutud 
muſt be ſpred abroad before they can lovehw. 
| Secondly , as the {weernefſe of Gods 
warimes the heart, fo the freencſe of the i 
doth even .beginne to kindle a love in the 10 
Hercin faith the Apoſtle,God commends uisW 
towards us, iz that while we were yet enemit! 
him, Chriſt diedfor ws, The Lord lendsfrom% 
ven toapoore miſcrable creature 3 commene? 
loic, commend my mercy to ſuch a poore\® 
and tell him though hee hath beene an ene}! 
me, yet I ama friend co him, tell him tnov 
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th beene a traitor to mec, I have beene agood 
ing cohim: he hath beenearebell to mee, bur 
ell him I have beene a good God to him; com+ 
end my love to him, and let him know thar al 
js ſinnes are done away, for the Lord Jcſus died 
xr fioners, when they were ſinners. This is the 
reument of Saint Tohn, If God ſo loved ma, as that 
geve his onely begotten Sonne for 1, how ought wee 
love one another ? I celle& from hence, But 
ow then ought we to love God himſclfes = 

It was this that kindled the frozen heart of 


p,as the 


: a mes into 'Y himas\ they bilted me 100? - 
Con pre fan 
Ofowhir-Five the 26rd Few wrd PREGVIE Yor Mas - 
»biſt bbne unto me this day." SE thir wee fern 
: Fr0 Saul 
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"Saul i is warned, and his love is kindled towns 
Davidfor his kindneſle. So when thefonkeay 
ſiders,whar,is the Lord thus graciousto medi 
cver found an encmy and ſlew him not} Halt 
not bcen2 juſt with the Lord to take w_ 
againſt me? Had itnot beene juſt, that Lwli 
lived in fioge, ſhould have periſhed for ty fin 
Had it not beencjuſt, r\licg Iwhich lowdma 
ruption, ſhould have periſhed for my corny 
ons? But that the Lord ſhould ys 
my.and notſlay hign, ney. that the Lordiha 
finde an eneury, and ſend his Sonhe 'toſarthy 
is wonderfull» Let my foule for ever lore 
Gad, and rcjoyce in that mercy; this wouldyn 
almoſt upon.a Devill. -If the foul bulb 
ſop and ſweetneſe of thisgjt could notbiniud 
the heartofan bumbled-inner,aud kindle | 
anabundant lovet0God, who hath been i þ 
viegcohim, y 
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this will kindle and inflame Your hearts with ad- 
micable loye tothe Lord Jeſus. When the finner 
ehiakes chus with bingdelfe, 1 that have done all 
that I could againſt ſo good a God, that my heart 
eyenbleeds to thinke of ic;there was no name un» 
der Heaven I tor in peeces, but Gods. Name: his 
wounds, and: heart, and life,: I-have- torne all : 
nay there was no. command inthe world that my 
bole ſo much deſpiſed, as the command of. the 
Lord Jeſus, There was noſpirit thatever ſpake 
t0 me, which Iſo much refiſted; as the Spiritof 
the Lord. Oh howenny Greermotions har the 
Lord {ct into my ſoule, that he mightplackemee 
from my baſe courſes ad finfall prattices : bur I 
have floweninthe face of his bleffed'Spiriri 4fT 
tad lien-in a:dungeon, and had betne plag 
with ctormentsall my likerimig; yeatborpgiyt had: 
another world of mifsy:ro live-ingit ts Infinice 
mercy, fo the Lord: wouki paſſe by: the® baſe 
dealings, and pardon 4hef rabEllions:of mine. 
<p aro arrngy omg Scintis bolovener, . 
YL; faſtnconStrably ;oher:xthile 
much avhe.love4med;\bconldnor 
© que han rock eloredmcn avhehbarh 
630g bes CndaFmonet; bro fered \thic 
 VAgnTOMENS Mency! ajydiitet Ohithe 
dreadth Seng or toon, at hk 
he length of- 'thisnercy beyond alltimes 1h 
Uerdepthoofithis: beneath all-eniferies!! 
= Flemy yi Joveg k-cob | 
TS exmcremptongne daderef love, 
Lond nocking but Re A 
3 made 
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IV ſc. 


| both ſeaſonablea 


2;e of love, I'coald nothing bur workelon 
and all too little for that God that hath lovedmes 
focdntirebly: ſo unmeaſungbly.'VVhat ſhall Toy 


_ it 1loye not the Lord? I love all things, bir] 


love God above allthings. I love rhee Ts 0 


_ Lord my firengthyfaich David+s: thisis the la ”, 
 ricular, whereby the ſoule cones to'beeallon4 


tlame, and wars a: —_—_— affection towarGthe 
Lord Almighty. 

Wecomenowto the application of the poin, 
that ſo wee may” teape"ſome/;good to our fouls 
thereby. Firſtrhew it is agromd'of inſtrodio 
which" 'defire ro'prefſe amo'you, becauleiri 

" profitable;: Fromche-forme 
Dorine therefore res colle& and oondlade ws: 
deniably y:rhat thete>is: nodofficiency'imanw: 
xall hear; eo becarried'ro'the.ord' JefosChni, 


_ ortd:the worke of gracez'wee havenorthis;hs 


fore Qod: doth give! it:umed-0s 2 nay we cannd. 
mon towards God, grbe curcard jfeche leaſt kin 


tore or delight it himfircher than cheial 


wittcrmyins hinafefe;condbee;cupourhbcans 
theband 6f bis Spirit.” arevmard (and weelmd 
1t: by-wofittlia 3t is! 07;  —_ 
lovette world, riecourorwerrodelh 277103000 
drifts! Nay bhibotbadneegrallyaeagie cartons 
that'wedhodld love dar{cives;; mid-ſove'dar bs 
out, and tir baſe; and profieti'arid wh ' 
the weld, - — 'chiz4ooli{hw%*' 
ns Br ed. pager by" | 


rf Diet andry hows be _ indie jo 7 
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 bim, this is a worke of grace, which growerth not 
in our gardens: there 15 NOT. GRE ſparke of this, holy 
fire and {piricualdclight in our hearts. Nay, weicatty 
not buy it, por borrow it, NOFTeCENVE.IT fromany 
creature under Heaven, farther than the Father 
C.nds downe ſome beames of his love to- kindle 
this jn'us, further than the bleſſed Spiriz of God is 
leaſed to blow theſe ſparkes ,when they are 
Lindled, further than the Lord /eſus Chriſs is plea» 
ſedby the power of his merirs., to feed theſe 
ſakes of love thus blowne in Qur ſoules. lt 1s al- 
moſt impoſlible,chat any man in hisnaturall eſtare 
{ſhould be ſodeluded),. as to thinke; bee can love 
the Lord or delight in him. -T he ApoſHe Pawl 1Tim.1,1 3,14+- 
tls us plainly, hee was @ perſecurorg,and ablaſphes Pen5d. 
mer, andinjuriazs :, Paul could doethis, and thou 
haply canſt doe this;. thou canſt be;ablaſphenier 
apainſt Jelus Chriſt, and choucabſtbeaperſecus 
tor of Jeſus Chriſt ; bur P awl cannot beleeve.in 
briſt, nor loye the.Lord Itfus; how comes hee 
to this? _ Why ,cbe grace of qur Lord: was exceeding 
abundant with faith and love which i in Chrift lefws': 
(marke that) As. it hee ſhould fay, it was Gods 
abundant grace that over-powerd my unfaithtuil 
neart, and made it faithtull :- It was-Gods:abun= 
ant grace taat over-gowerd my ſtubboroeinju= 
Tlous hear t, and made ira ioving hearts. Buchow. 
comes this, thacthe grace of the. Lord was abun- 
Cantinfaith and love 2 WA by,cis ;n Chriſt, faith 
Gent tom Chriſt this faich way rated, from 
Lanit this love was kindled-z, A8ifhe:badaid; Y 
kcould perſecure, and biafphcme, ni pipes 
and. 


The Soules effeRnall ratling roCheiſt, *' 
and caft off God and his grace; I was wretch,z 
villaine, that I conld does Bat that I ſhodldigy. 
the Lord being injurious, and rhar I ſhonkf 
leeve the Lord being anfairhfall, this was fron: 
Chriſt alone. In experience we finde it, theb{ 
muſt | firſt fall npon the ground, before it © 
bound up againe,- and returne from thegroutd; 
Sothe Lord Jeſas muſt dart in, and fling inthi 
love of his into the ſonke, beforc the ſonle carr; 
bound in love and joy backe to him agafhc.. We 
mult receive the Spirit of love from: God, beſte 
the Lord canreccive/any ſpiritual and holy bn 
from ns. Ina word, what che Lord ſpake in font 
caſeto the Jewes, is rtue of every man nitunlh, 

I knowthat you haveno: thelove of Godin you: 
ifhe ſhould ſay, yon know not your ſclycs, ya 
thinke you have heirts inlarged to God, andy 

_ pretend great kindnefſe ro God : but youare® 


£ 


ceived in your ſonles, and cozened in yourcd* 


rupt natures: for 7 know full well chat cheliwes 

Godis not in you. Ipnrſue the point the ratherſi 

cheſe rwoends. bd Rant © wW_ 

Firſt, jr diſcovers and confures rhe cri 

conceits of a compauy of carmall:Gofpellers, til 

prerend they doe not delight to ſet our the 

| ſelves inſhew ſomuch; and they doe norheat 

and pray audfalt {5 much as theſe and theled®s 

. Bur,fay they, asfor the ſoundneſſe of our lol 

the Lord Teſts, wee defic any man in the wolll 

that ſpeakes againſt 'vs ; they finde no diffico 

1n the marter eo love rhe Lord, they are cerfWl} 
perſyaded rhey doe that. Therefore if the 


The SoaleseffeFinalt ealling\rs Chriſt, 
er (hall prefſe apon them.,and challenge them'ot 
-antof loye roGod and His grace, they flic in a 
ms face preſently 3 Whar, no&lave the” Lord 
eſa; Chriſt? why cthen'ir- is/pitie's 'man ſhould 
ive upon the face of the earth: they doe-love 
im, and they will love him, all the'world ſhall 
ot perſwade them "from the loving-of Chriſt. 
dh poore filly creattre, -It is 4 great argument 
hat thou never hadſt this love roGod, becauſe 
hou ſaweſt no hardnefſeto get It. It is an argu- 
jenr thou never didft exprefle-any©delight 1n 
rift;becanſe thou thinkeſt itan ealie matter Ts 
ghtin him. Moſt men'tWifike it afnarrer of 
othing z what, not love. che Lufd JeſasCirilt ? 
iy, who cannot love Chriſt>WWho tannor?' 1 
y,neither chon,norT;noriany thzriwvader heaven 
anlove Chriſt by any power 51 hifffelf&:- Nay 
me ſpeake peremptorily, thou art'as able'vo = 
ve thy owne ſoule, nay'thou art as able to re- 
emethy ſoule withoat Chriſt ;\asthowart able 
{eſſe the Lordby the-Almighric helpe of his 
Int inable rhee?) toJoye rhe Lord Jeſas Chriſt, 
Jay mare what I ſay, youthatlove Chriſt, and 
er doe nothing for him, but precend great kind- 
ſſcinwardly, however you expreſfſe nor your. 
lves in outward appearatice ; I tell thee,” if a 
Lan might have happinefſe by-ir, If he: might: 
ve heaven laid downe upon the naile (as'wee 
7) if he conld love Chriſt, 1 ſay, upon'theſe 
ditions, if thou haſt but narare in thee, chbu 
| ouldſt never go-to heaven, thou wouldſt never 
EF "2ppic. No, no, ir will coſt thee more: than. 


Gg..'-_ 


. —— 
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that comes to, -it. will coſt chee much ſuing; 
will coftthec many praycrs, and many tear, 
fore that day come., It is notaneaſie maticry 
love the Lord Jeius; the Father from heny 
muſt learne, you that. you muſt goe to analy 
manner of ſchoole, than ever you havebecn.4 
yer, if evcr you l:arne this-lecture: thou ngl 
pray till thy eyes finke in thy head, andtil 
heart failesz and yet thou canſt not loye Chr, 
uniefle the Spiritinablech.e chereunto, Think 
of this, you that thinke iis nothing co loveth 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt: If it were ;noching buc v 
talke of love, and tocomplement with the lat 
Jetus, to make a curſie to Chriſt, and to mule! 
leg iuthe Lord,and yer hate him inwardly, th 
it were an calie matter indeed; it is nothingl 
| buckletohimin this. faſhion, and in the meat 
time oppoſe him, and the power of his gra 
bur to entertaine and welcome a Saviour, tat 
and agreeable ro the worth of him, this nw 
will not,cannordoe, it is.the worke ot the Lot 
pt Obſerve ic ( Lbeſeech you) Ifay, as nature 
| nor doe this, {o nature will not doe 1t: firſt nah 
x 1obn 1.5. Cannot doe it, God is light, and in bim « m7 
neſſe, ſaith the text, «ral; aud, Ye were darinYh 
but now ave light in the, Lord: A man naturally 5.0 
thing but darcnefſe, and God is nothing but} 
2man by nature is nothing bur umholy, and 
1s 'nothing but, holy. Now darknefle wil - 
light, and not give way to it, and wicked 
willoppoſe holinefſe, and nor give way 0 
ſame: this 1s thy condition, thou haft a8 


———_— 


CO 
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nt carnall blinde heart, and God 1s light, pore, 
1d hoſy, and cthow-canſt reſiſt a Saviour, bur not 
ntcreaine him, doe whar chou canſt.''! 511% © 1 
Nay furthcr, as a mari cannot natorally doe 2, 
bis. ſin the ſecond place, [ fay,hewill nor doeir. 
he Apoſtle affirmes of the Theffalonians, That 
bey would noc receive the dove of the xrmtb, that they * 710-10. 
gh be ſcved; he dothnorſay, They-would nor FT 
ive the truth, but chey-would not receive rhe 
ve of the truth, It is a phraſe taken from a man, 
hich. makes love toa partie;ſorhe truth of God 
nakes love to many a man, it makes love to: thy 
au2htie and corrupt heart, and (wonfd! plucke 
hee away, from theſe things here below, and 
cald draw thee from thy baſe hannes, and filthy 
ſts, and ſinfallcomſes ; and it wontd wooe and = 
inne thy ſoate tro take place imir; that it may 
ewcom{ort tot : the truth of Gd makes love . 
dthe world,and the world will noweof the trath; 
hriſt came ro'the world, andthe worldireceived 
mnor, they were: ſo farreffom ſcekingaSHvÞ 
ir, and comming to him, 'chat they wowfd/not 
ce a Saviour, when hee came unto 'them. 
herefore -now, thou haſt a Hearrehar car} Hate 
e Lord Jeſus Chriſt,but thou haſt:nora heart & 
rehim thou haſt nora Heargrhat\ar Uelight 
5 good Spirit thow haſt nor «MFrthar cafl take 
Intent 12 hisrichgraces © $5173; 5 \T ov 


The ſecond reaſon why I prefſs rhis pore, 1s 
s, would diſcover he difordterd; dealing of 
a  poore Saints 'of. God with itheir owne 
"==: Many apoore childe of God'fabours <x- 

| Gg 2 cremely, 


| 
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lob 16. 14: 


cremely, and. takes great paines'to worke " 
feule, 4pdibting bis|heartroJaveChriſt:hoth 
out with himlelfe, becauſe hedannotloyeCi| 
and he is ready tocurſe himſ fe, Hee Cannothy 
his heart upto heaven, wliere'i 18' hore fic 
tan is in the beſt riches of theworld; what 


 ' more(honour. than- inthe. greateſt: honour th 
earth; where 1s more: plezſote than in the pres 


teſt delight herebelow?#'they labour,and canfoþ 
no good ſacceſſe ; they take Paines; bur thi 
worke doth notſucceedprofperoutly: theraſi 
isthis,; they doe nothegin archc-rightend, thy 


- worke the wrohg way. goctothe ſeaofloreml 


oe to the ſunne of righteouſneſſe, and-tot 
_—_ of Gods mercie, which onely Can work 
thy. heart; to:-love God, and delight in him:;& 
not-goe to: thy- cold: earthly.»frozen heart; of 
thinke to fetch? love: from thence, thinkenix 
bring love tothe! promiſe, -bor lookero-tecti 


lovefromthe promiſe, bur it is the loveof6i 


rowards thee, thar muſt draw love from-thii 
God againe. Ir wasthefpeech of Chtiſt, wed 


was tO ſend the Comforter to his Dilci ples Hejp6 


receive of mine faith the text) and give it wnt1ſi 
marke the phraſe, all graces/and all ſpiritual 
lies ae Chrifts 3:goe thy: wayes therefore, 
preſſe the pe Fo with this promiſe of his 
ſay, Tie truth is, Lord, the howie ro love thee 
dclightin thee is thine; and thou haſt faid, i 
Spirzſhall rake'of chive, nd give tons ; there 
givetonsof thine, Lord, thactchou myſt : 
of thine fromus: Our heares cannot loyenae 


in! 


— alta effettuall calling to Chriſt, 


ſight in. thy Majeftie, bur it muſt come from 
thee; give it tous therefore Lord, that wee may 


give ohec ofthine owne. : 
he ſecond thing I gather from this doctrine, 
:sthis, namely, ſtrong comfort and conſolation 
roſtayand refreſh the hearts of thoſe that have 
received this gracious worke, - VV hat everithy 
weakneſſebe, it skils not: Is thy love intruth ? Is 
thy joy ſound? it is enough, thy ſoule may bee 
comforted, in that the Lord hath beſtowed this 
| gracions worke upon thee many meaſure; if thy 
love.be in truth; itwill carry thee through all oc- 
caſions in this pilgrimage of thine,and bring thee 
 toeverlaſting happineſſe ; 1t isa ground fade. 
rable refreſhing to the ſoule,. thur findes. in his 
heart this love and delight in God, Thetexttel- 
lerh us, amanby natare cannot doe this, There- 
fore if thon haſt this, goe thy way, cheare thy 
foule,and bleſke God for ir, and make much of ir, 
and fay; Thou:baft more than all: carnall:men, 
than all canning hypocrites under heaven can 
have; pretend what they will and profcfſe whac 
they plcaſe,;thou that haſt the love of God in any 
meaſure, tl. ongh in much weakneſſe, thou haſt 
more than they all, This may; refreſh the hearts 
ofmany of you poore ones, though haply many 
otherthings goe ill with you, yet this appearesin- 
theyounglings of Chriſt,though they cannot doe 
any thing for their Father, yer they can love him; 
It 182 loving childe, we ſay, it can love the Father, 
hough it candoe nothing for bim : ſo you poore 


ﬀcake Chriſtians, that have ſmall -meanes, little 
Gg 3 abilities, 


| The Soules effeBuak calling 10 Chriſt 


abil. ws, hapiy thy underſtanding s LOU 

_ tofadome the myſteries of life and falvatian,th 
to©57gvc is not fo glib ro.talke ſofreely, aridoay 
terre ſo comfortably of heavenly things ;tlWm 
can(t nor be enlarged in holy dories, thy undes 
ſtanding is marvellous blinde, thy memoryms. 
vellous weakc, thy parts exceeding feble, fothy 


thou art eyen aſhamed of chy ſ-ife, and ofwha 


chou haſt and Coſt. ButI We thee this queſtion, 
Canſt rhou love Chritt, an1 reioyce in the Laid 
Jeſus > mee thinkes many a poore ſoulc replies 
Yes, I bleſſe the Lord, thac is all I have co uphol 
my, hearr withall, 1 thinke allrhe profics, and 


pleaſures, and friends i m the world, cannotdran* 


my love from Chrilt, itis-my delight ro love him; 


and rejoyce in him : Goe thy wayesthen,andthe 
God of heavengo withtheez this ſparkeis.ſparit 


of that immortall Spiritof the Father whichil 


never dye,it isa workeof grace, which willnewe 


 leavethee, it is a badpe, ir is the cognizance, and 
the proper liverie which the Lord Jeſus Chil 
gives only to his Saints: there was never 2 hyps- 
crite under heaven that ever wore this, God 
rended it not for them; bur rhoſe, avid ondy 
thoſe which the Lord hath eff:cvally'called;ad 
will glorifie with himſelfe 0 — ar weare this! 
and therefore thou that w:nreſtall,Syer baſtc n 
comfort thy ſelfe with this in the wanr £fall, - 
fay;l loyethe Lord, and the Lord knowes ir, ad 


wy ſoule knowes that I love the Lord Jeſus] l 
canſay bur little for Chrit, my underſtandings 


weake, [ conceive not, my memorie is weakt,} 
ret2ine 
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| reraine nor, but yet the Lord knowes T love him, 
and delight in him. Yea, and know thott It too, 
ind comfort thy ſelfe therein z the Apoſtle pro- 
vo' e3us to [ove vne 4n0ther becauſe love comes from tobn 4.7: 
Gid; now ifthe love tothe brethren comes from 
God, becauſe wee ſee Gods image inthem, then 
the love of God hath a mech more expreſſe worke 
in it: therefore reaſon t] us witch your ſelves , The 
rime was,that this wretched, vile, carnall, world- 
ly heart of mine, could findeno reliſh inthe pro- 
miſe; I could not bring this naughtie ſonle of 
mine to entertaine the Goſpell of grace, nor the 
Spiric of grace, but they were redions ard Irk- - 
ſome to my ſoule, but che Lord ( bicfſed be his 
name ) hath beene pleaſed to helpe me, ſo that I 
can doe that which Inever could doe. I finde the 
Lords promiſe and goodnefſe mach more com- 
fortable tome, tharvall the corne and wine in the 
world,and my heart iy cheared with the conſide- 
ration of the fame, 'T he Apoſtle faith, 44 rhings Rows. 28. 
(all worke rogerher for the beſt to chem that love God ; | 
namely, to thoſe that are called according ro his 
purpoſe, that is, tothoſe that ſo love God, that 
their love came by calling, according to Gods 
wverlaſting mnt 4 He called ehem in his good 
ive from darknefle to light, and he called ther 
om the love of the world, to the love of God ; 
tbcrefore 24 hings ſhall worke rogerFgr for the beſt ro 
"em: ler nothing therefore diſcourage thee in 
bis caſe, bur ſay, All rhinos ſhall worke for my 
0d, becauſe God hath given te aÞeart to love. 
"1; nay be cheared herein, 1charge you, and 
| [ct 
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lec not |your hearts droope , and quarrellna 
with the Lord for a greater portion, but blek 
God for that yon have received, your lot @fula 
into a fatye ground, and the Lord hath dealc loving 
ly with you, you need no more for a childes par, 
David deſired no more, Looke ufon mee, 0 Lo, 
({aithhe) and doegood unto me: how 2 as thonaſf 
ro doe unto thoſe that love thy name. As if hee hud 
ſaid, I defire no more for my life and everlaſting 
happinefſe, and the comfort of my ſoule ;, deas 
with meno otherwiſe, bur juſt fo, as thou doet 
with thoſe that love thy name : I know thougil 
love them that love thee, I know thouwilrt fx 
chem tharlove thee; I know thon wilt comfan 
them that love thee; I know thou wilt glorite 
them that love thee : thus Lord doe goodtotly 
ſervant, I defireno more, I crave no other, buts 
thou doeſt, as thou uſeſt to doe good to thal 
that loye thy name: if I have that, I have enough! 
Davida King, aglorious Saint, deſired nom, 
expeCted no more: if thou haſt ſo much, kno 
thatthouart beholding to the Lord, and be «a 
rented therewith, Haply you have not that vai 
of talking and conference which others hu 
this is commendable, but there is a great deale 
pride and yanitie in it now adayes; thoucal 
not crancke up thy ſelfe in performances,Þut 
heart cloſeth with God; andthy affeQions ares 
upon him,and thy foule burnes with love to 
the Lordz why? that is enoughto bring thet# 
heaveg,if there be ever a Saint in heavengthou# 
One nw, & (halr be in heaven for ever here? 


. — _ _—— 
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parnow hereis the difficultie,ifaman had that 
1; which comes from God according to his pur- 
poſe, this woald ſtand us inſtead 7 but there 15 
much feigned, wilde, hypocciticall love, m the 
world : ; 7 
* How ſhall I ( therefore ) know my. love, whe= 
ther itbetrue, of che right natnre, or ne? |-.. 


Here is the skill,tlierefore we will kan the mat- 
ralictle; if itbe crue love, and rightjoy, God 
will acceptic,therefore put this-/oveand joey npon 
he triall,and we will ſay no. more than what-we 
ave ground fot out of the doarine of whe text. 
xamine thy love and joy by this, whetherthou 
yelcomeſt, and entertaine& rhe Lord Jelus 
hriſt, as beſeemes him ; whether thou encertai- 
{ grace,anſwerable to the worth of grace; for 
hat is thenature of this love and joy which God 
ndlesand workes. Now this appeares in five 
articulars: ESTA Ns >> 
The firſt is this, if chouwile know the trach and 
undnefſe of thy /oveand jep(for what Ifayof the 
el fey of the other, if love be good, Joy will be 
und, for they grow both upon one root, onely 
e one hath more ſweetnefle of Gods favour 
kd intothe heart, which, makeaxthe ſoule ſport 
th it, &c.) 1 ſay. therefore ,-,to diſcover the 
; "<a of this love of thine, obſerve theſe 
F 


firſt, obſerye the xootrand riſe, from whenge 
love came, and wiſely.confiderthis, forit'iss 
a, ofgrcarweight, and hard-to diſcover, yet it 
that which will never faile, it is the narroweſt 
"Wh " earch 
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238 The Seules effeualt calling ro Chrifh,, = 
ſearch in the world; it thy tove come trom tþ 
righe min, ir is curtant and warranrable, i 
ſuchi as otir Saviour approves of : Ir is Chri 
royall prerogative to mint love, and coine fig 
love, as he will take for payment, and accept f, 
therefore doth thy love corre from the Spirits 
the Father? then it is-made fit ro cloſe with th 
Father,and rocloſe with the Lord lefus, andyi 
his good Spirit; and conſequently the Fatheas 
lowes this, and will give acceprance ro it. I 
know great menmſt be entertained anfwerdh 
ro their worth'z for a-man to have meaticfn 
and ſcant provifioh,'rhis may content a'poſt 
man ; bu the choiſeſt and beſt, deare bougit 
and farre fetched, beſeemes men ot great rai 
and place. So there is akinde of teane love, WK: 
earthly and naturall tbve, that growes only ot (0G. 
chy owne ſtrength and natoralt parts, it is (I. 

al 


n—__— 


| 


provifion,it beſeemcs nor, it ſuirshor with 

the Farher., ir is not anſwerablc ro the face 

ftate of the Lord Tefas Chriſt. | Ttis good eno0le 
for theſe baſe rhings here below, earthly 101. : 
carthly things, catnall fove for carnal things; 
is good enough for theſe things, Bur will 
enterrame theTather of heaven > Willyor® 
rertaine the Lord Iefas Chriſt ? I reil you 

you mult have dainties, you muſt have ſpin 
love to welcome a ſpirituall Father, otherw 

WHI not be ſurable to his worth. Looke ai 

with flowers, thoſe flowefs which are owe! 
planted, and by the $Kilfal! hand of rhe gat 
mocculated, are cholfe ones both for inf "lt: 
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Golt, are your province roſes and the like, arc of 
ne —_— , = your Common beage reſes, nO 
man cares for them : Soit is with the worke of 
Gods Spirit,andall other common graces, there 
is province love, and province jey, Which is planted 
and wrought inthe heart by the skilfull hand of 
God and his bleſſed Spirit, theſe maxe a ſweet 
ſmelling ſayour.ia the nogrils of God : Aye that 
ove, faith the Father, Aye that love, ſaith the 
Lord Jeſus, wee cannot better pleaſe chem, than 
yy entertaining them after this matter, but theſe 
edge roſcs,this carnall love and carnal! joy, that 
prowes upon the hedge of our owne naturall 
earts,the Lord cares not for this love and joy, it 
eſcemes him not in any meaſure, therefore: ob» 
erve this, canſt thou ſay, love God becanſe hee 
ved me ; this is alove of the right cone, it 
une from the right mint ; and know it for ever, 
at that God which cannot bur love himielte, he 
annot but like that love of thine, whici # of His 
pwae nature, which game from his owne leite, 
Pho s the God of all love, I would fame have 
jou underſtand what I ſpeake, is thy heart there- 
oreaffeQedand inlarged with lovg.to the Lord, 
ecauſe thou haſt found, and felGſlhd received, 
ac ſwectaeſle of the relliſb- of the riches of his 
<e 18to thy ſoule, doth love and joy grow tp- 
parhis root, namely, npon a grounded applica- 
n ( 25 1 may ſo ay in ſpecial manner )ofGods 
wcur tothy ſoule, ſertled; and ſealed, and made 
Wowne in this kinde, if thy love doe grow apon 
us ground, upon the particular application of 
Hh 2 ___.. Gods 


ME ee tt 


The S onles effeBuall calling mx Chriſt, | 
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mm 


| hee barh ſaid in his word, that hee wilf lookeg 


Gods wetrcie to thy ſoule ; o that thy ſole cy 


fay, the Lord hath looked downe from hea; 


rhem that tremble at his name; I looked fr 


- mercie, and I fought for grac-, and blefſedbe 


God, I have found that mercie-and grace [oy 
ked and ſought for, 'the Miniſter fpake ir, andly 
Spirit ſpake it, that my name was regiſtred inhe 
ven,and that my prayers were heard,8 my deli; 
ſatisfied, and rherefore how ſhall I love the Lot 
that bath doneall this for mEE? my (ifines [har 
bewailed, my complaints Thave powred fort, 
and the Lord hath looked from heaven;andgwa 


me agracious anſwer , therefore I will love ti 


Lordforit, even forever ; Hove thee dearly,0 
Lord, my ſtrength, thouart my ſuppore chathul 
ſtrengrhned me , thon are my Saviourthathil 
ſaved me; therefore my ſoule ſhall for cverlot 
 thee,for that mercie of thine, this is a love 1 
that comes from a right mine, it is cutrant, a 


Difference e- 2g@d pays But if a man love God! from himltlk 


twixt the love 


and joy of an Chis love will bring a man to liimſelfe, and 
hypocrite, and Jeaye him :. asif a man have aloveto his party0 


of Gods child 


" rohis hearing. reading, or praying,or preactith, 


- or conferenie% [fa man have a love to hisund? 
ſtanding, wiſedome, | and policie, he lors 
wiſedome and policie well, therefore hee wil 
fainebe beholdingro Chriſt, tohelpe him of 


- rifie this wiſedomeand police; and theſe part 


his,thathe might receive honour'to them: W 
 thelove of his parts brought all to his parts, ® 
_ Ehriftshonourinthe meanc time lay in thedl 
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The Sewles effciaall calling to Chriſt. l 244© 

and fol might inſtance in a thouland examples of 

thelike nature: Whereas Row(marke what [ lay ): 

that love which its wrought from God, alwayes 

drawes the ſoale unto Gods love againe,the Lord: 

ſets downe-the . cords' of his love into the lonle, 

and thereby breeds love, .and kindles love in the 

ſoule.to that goodacle and kindneffe of his; and 
this is the excellencie ofa Chriſtian,and rhis love 
is ofa right coine, and of a Tight ſtampe': bur! 

love of my: parts, that Chriſt may glorite-my 
parts ; and Joycofprotin;"tharChriſt mmaghtpro- 
more my profits Ilove my partes and profrtonly 

now.and not Chriſt in thiscaſe : and this 1s the 

greareſt difference betweene the loye and de. 

light, which the cunningſt bypocrie under. hea- 
| yencan have, andthe Saintsof God : Lexpreſſe ic 

thus; Meatthat a man takes downe inwardly, Similc- 
anddigeſts, breeds good bloud; and good com- 

plexion z but that which a man cakes,and digeſts 

not, but vormits our againe preſently; breeds nc 

ther good bloud, not-good complexion: 'Soitis 

with the love of the heart char isrightly wrought 

upon, to entercaine and love a Saviour, and de- 

Ighrio him, and welcome him, as beſeemes his 

worth: a beart that1s toundly Frovght upon by 

the Spirit,: feeds heartily'upon the-proniſe; and 

that feeding and raking downe of the; ptowiſe. 

and that cloſing-wich the promiſe, breeds goo 

bloud and 'gopd*complexian 4 rrue:love that 

brecds goud blond;and true joy'that breedsgeod 

complexion, becauſe the promiſe is fed upon 2 it 

5the worke of Gods Spiric which ſeize upon, | 

Hh 3 and: | ( 5 


”o © OO OE En nn WO AIR ESI PS Po tt ee tenets 23 Re - a IG - org IS HAI AR i 5 ut ES A ei er ee ——_— COALISt  od W 4 0 I 7. < ORRSe-2t TWReS. ADA VIA at 5G 14-39 DIA, <_ 


i Eg F . , 


242 


_—_— 


The Senleseffetual calling 36 Chriſt, 

__ _ and workeeffeQually.upon the. heart, that bigg 
this ſound tove/and:trac joy. : But « carnal bypy, 
crite,that only hath a taſteof-che promiſe, andy 

flattering apprehenſion of thepromile in gene, 
Chrijft came to ſve ſunners, 8c. thele arc prenis 
things torickle their conceits, but chcy neverghe 
downe,they digeſt notthe promiſe of Chriſtan} 
therefore thac love which comes from hence;'x 
bur a fained{ove,and that joy which ariſethfron 
hence;jis bur a falſe joy,it breeds nogoad bloudit 
breeds no good complexion, but mecre yanitiy 
and overtures in a Chriſtians cowſe, here is the 
difference betweene the love and joy ofan hypo 
- crite, and of a Sxint of God: this1s the firſt tral 
2.Tria#, - Secondly,if theu entercame chy Saviour a6 
|  feemes a Saviour, 'thon mult entertaine hims1 
King (for he isa King ) that is,give up all tom, 
and entertaine noce bur thoſe that arrend upa 
him,and appertaine to him, in a word, lovealln 
Chriſt, love all for Chrift, bar exprefle thy af 
&ionandjoy to him aboye all ; he is the King, 
_ thereſtare butretainers,and therefore enreriun 
him in the firſt place; hee thar loves any thi 
equall with Chriſt, bee never joved Chriſt.clj; 
he char ſers up ahy thing, cheeke by jowlewd 
his Saviour, he defpiſeth, he renoanceth his 8b 
our, -It is all one ( inplaine termes ) asif a 
ſhould pur a ſlave into the-chamber where 
King is,and fay,heharh entertained rhe Kingyii 
baſe bchaviour of his; will drive the King aw 
as well as if he did openly and profcſly bid bu 
. begone. - 


| The SenleseffeBindilcathiing to Chrik, 243 
"<-if thou ſerteſt up any thing with thy Savi- 
ES doſt drive him away,as wellby thy bafe 
behaviour, as by open profefiron © Man Cannot 
| receive friendſhip with Chriſt and: the world up- 
on the ame termes 2 a wife that loves her huſ. ze 4. 4+ 
ind loves him only asa husband, hee only hath 
her heart,and ſhe loves none burhimin that man» 
ner; ſhe loves orhers as friends andneighbours, . - 
and gives them reſpedt fo farre as: they keepe' 
themfelyes there, bur if rhey come toclaime the 
fove of a husband,ſhe athorresthenr:; fo a loving 
heart loves Jefus Chriſt -onely as abridegroome; 
and 1! things e& only as friends und neighbours: | 
the ſonle that loves Chriſt, loves him onely as 
aChriſt,and allchereſt as friends: the foule will 
fore riches that may exediric,' and/pares chit may 
advance it ( as friends ro (peake for a man; and to 
give occafiont0 a man; torumetoaSaviour)) as = 
the wife loves her hasband firſtly, and rhe reſt as 
friends and neighbonrs, that maſt furcher the- 
match : {© the ſontefoves the Lord Tefas Chriſt 
nthcfirſt place, and atithingv ets; zsprofie;/and 
fiches, and parts, as friends dnd'ne rs that 
may-make up the march with q Saviour, and 
bring ir into acquainrance with w Saviour = the 
loule loves prayer, "ard hearing; nd Codvordis 
ances, as friends 'tb Tpeake a 'pood word 10 
Chriſt for-it;- bur if any thing come to ſteale 
away the heart, and challenge the affeQion of a 
ſpoale;it abhorres thre honbur; anttriches, \:t'7 ; 
nd all things inf the world thar will-chatlengs == 
® huke-like love; Chriſt ogy ſhall ave that. 
"Our: 
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Lube 14.16. _ "Ou, Saviour ſaich, Hee chat bates noe farber 


Op cncd. »orbey for ray fa te, i nor rortbie of mee ; that Bi 


father- and: mother! ſtand: betweene thee ar 

Chriſt,if they wonldbe married co chy ſoule ur 
and abhorre them, love them ſo farreas they lea 

r0.a Saviour, but when they ſtep into the Placed 
 aSaviour; -aominatc and:;hateathem. 


Difference be-, - This I Take to bee. tlie difference eas 


qreenes qa ſoundand falſe heart,in the entertainment of the 
he ener. LordJelus; a: foundhbeart enterraines a Sayiou; 


in the enters. 


tainment of a$4/ faroutions entertaines a Prince, che cofnevi6 
Chriſt.  f0highoule,and difpoſes, and orders every thing 
as he ſees fit, what ba will is done, and nd ther; 
bar now an inkeeper, hee cntertaines: himila 
comes next, -he will take any mans money, ud 
give welcome ro any man, for he loves the gale 
of all; but loves'the perſon of none ;.{0 a grades 
ſoule entertaines Chrift as a Prince, all give® 
tendance; to the :Lord, and all the courtier 
welcome,becauſe they are ſeryiceable to bisMt 
jelticz.-butifamian Ws an enemy to. his Majelh; 
 hewyllrather impriſon him, then encertaine hit 
hewillrather puniſh him; than welcome Kitt 
bur now an hypocrite enterraines.the Lord Je 
1as,asxtranger into an inne, K hangur; Off 
fits,orrichds come firſt; they are firſt ſerves, 
arc ivelcome; they. and Chriſt, and Chriſt 0 
wary loyesnot e Crit __ he loyes him 
Wh AaBC 9.5 335 | 
3-Trial. :Fhindlys hachartraly to# 19s Chi, labour 
give: torietitment; ro,Ghrilty tor. love alws® 
gives cantttiratcnie; rg;the Sing beloved; Nas 
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TT. The Soles effeB nall calling to Chriſt. 


muſt bee with every Chriſtian heart that is truly 
| humbled, and hath this affeRion kindled, be- 
| ſeeming our Saviour; the ſoule that thus enter- 
raines him, is ſtudioufly carefull, and marvellous 
warchfull, left ic doe any thing that may grieve 
the Lord Jeſus, and diſcontenc His Spirit, and 
| {end the good Spirit of the Lord ſad;'or inany 
diſlike ro Heaven it is carefull, leſt the Lord 
leſus ſhould bee diſpleaſed with him, and offen- 
| dedat him, or goe away in angerand diſpleaſure; 
the heart feares, leſt hee ſhould doe any thing 
that may cauſe this, and it would be almoſt death 
to him, if hee ſhould doe this, Marke the guiſe 
| and behavionr of the Spozſe,ſhe never [cft ſeeking 
ofher beloved, till ſhe had found him, and when ©#%3-7- 
ſhe had foand him, ſheelayes hold of him, and 
when ſhe hath done fo, ſhe brings him home,and 
when kee was there, ſhee gives charge to all the 
houſe , /charge yow, 0 ye dawghters of Ierwſalem, b 
the Roes and the Hindes of the field, that you ftirre nos 
#p,u07 awake my love tl he pleaſe. Look as it iswhen 
menofgreat place come intoa'mans houſe, there 
$2 great charge & warning given; ſee there beno 
noyſe about ſuch a place, leſt ſuch a man be raiſed 
before his time. Whar baſeneſſe is this that wee 
ſhould have oar hearts inlarged ts any thing but 
Chriſt? A good heart wil do as the ſpouſe djd ere 
when the ſoul hath received the Spirit ofa Saviour, 
& found the mcrcy of a Saviour, it keeps watch 8c 
Wardwithin ic ſelfe, and gives peremptory charge 
to allin the family, I charge you profirs,/and plea- i 
re, and riches, and honour, and all che v_ M 
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The Sonleseffsinal calling ro Chriſt, = 


Gex.19, 53, 


| of thislife, love and joy, and all the facultis o 


the ſoule, (ir gives them warnivg) Ichargayn 


_ that youſtirre nor, Þ1 charge you that yougrien 
 -not, I charge you that you difquiee noe the yin 


of the Lord, ler, there bee no motion; but ences 
caine it, no command but obey itz no advice but 
receive it ; thus the! ſaule gives. peremptory 
charge, not to grieve the Spirieat the Lord, 
to doe any thing that may diſtaſte it. ' 


See this in Lot, who when he had received ih. 
two A4ugels ifma his boule, the curſed: Srrmins 


came tothe deere, and thought toabutc his frs 


 gers. Now (marke it Lbeſeech you) Let canid be 


content that rather.any hurt or diftaſte: ſau 
befall himſelfe than them: chereforc abſervehon 

e pleads with. thoſe baſe people. |Lor wentou 
unto them, and ſhar' the daores after himyrand 


; laid; I pray you brethren doc net [ſo wickedly; Bs 


hold now 1 have twodaughters which bave ms bun 
man,let me bring them out unto you,and de rothens 


| 6 goodn your egei, onely to theſe ven doe nothing ſs 
therefore cametbeywuder the ſhadow of my reefs Tis 


was kinde honorableentertainment. As L:udal 
with the Angels, ſoa loving heart willdealewid 
the Lord Icfus : let my ſouke bee wonnded (ft 


the loving hearc) bur lernoc Gods Spirit begi®' 
ved; letmy honourbee laid in the daft; but 
_ notGodbediſhovoured ;let remptarions, opp® 


fitions, perſecutions, and diſgrace befall mee 
ket Gods glory be advanced, The ſoule is will 
andcontent to beare any thing, but it willdoc# 


thing againſt Chriſt, ir willdoe nothingaga# 


RJuwwu Aanaryg DL, =A, oy 3 ny = 
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—s Soalereffolindl calling co Chriſt, 


he Goſpell ofthe Lord Lefas. The ſoule fairh,you 
= _ whac you-wvill with me, my life;and ho- 
nonr, and- wealth is in your hands, but co the 
Lord doe no harme; blafpheme not his'Name, 
reliſt not 18s Spirit; doe'no diſhonourto his Gol 
ell, doe not Comemne his grace what ever be- 
ridesme : This is che frame of the ſoule that eroly 
loves Chriſt; ©. -160319305 52507 bl OR CI 
| They that enterraine Perfons' which they 
highly reſpe@, are inquifeeive of thoſe tharapper= 
rame yneothem- to! know what their Miride is, 
whar likes your maſter, and what takes he moſt. 
contentment in ? this they Joe, rhat they may 
prevext tym with a kingnefſe, fhongh heake not 
for it; whar ever will beſt content him,chey ſeeke 
Rio ic, and whatever will dtafte him they labour 
toavoid it ; $52 graciongsfoving ſoule never fa- | 
tshcrh ir ſelte, but }abonrsts give content rorhe 
Lord lefus, that hee may have his' will onely. 
Therefor: ſach a ſoule wilt eome to'a faithifoll M#- 
miley and aske him, how meft T ordet my fatttily? 
Wit thall I do< $8 regard of my ſelfe andchil- 
dn? How may I pleaſe the Lordbetrer > And 
how may | emterraine che-Lords Spirit berter? 
Whatdary'is to be: perforrited > Whit ſervice is 
wobre diſeharged > Whit eonrſe T5to bee taken, + 
that Imay pleaſe ChriYou are acquainted with 
— you lace whe will conterit him; _ 
on tettme I may pr ſo; 22d perfo re dit- 
nerf the nothing ena Gifts ble: Ot offer 
betweene ar! honeſt fineere Hoary which cater- 
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"The Soules effeiuali calling ro Chriſto 


is Y 
ET 


taines Chriſt az beſeemes him, anda naughty hy. 
pocriticall. ſpirit that: wauld fawne uponChiit 
lefus s this 1s the difference betweene faithful 
true hve and joy, and diflembling love and joy, 
| There 1s the ſame ods betweene them, whichy 
betweenpe a man that  entcrtaines a ſervane, and 
another that entertaines/@ noble friend, Ora Jiy 
into his family. A man entertains a ſervant; th. 
he may pleaſe him, andnort thathee mayplak 
his ſeryant : tre ſeeth he is wiſeto order hisoors 
fions, and diligent. to diſpatch his. buſineſſe, and 
therefore hee receives him, that hee may getcov 
rentment from the ſervant, not that hee my; 
give contentment to the ſervant-: but if bee finds 
any inconveniency in, his-eſtate, or receives nd 
that farisfation from: him which hee defiresay 
expects, hee turnes him our of doores. Butnon 
heewhich entertaines a Noble man after abobl 
manner, andhe which entercaines a Kingattes 
kingly manner, labours- to givehim all contenh 
hee will not pleaſe him(clfe, nor falfill hisowns 
minde, bur-ſtudies how hee-may give content 
the Noble wwan, or to the King. Nay it 15 adm» 
ble to ſee what men of great place will doe.in ths 
cafe : When they entertaine a King, they thews 
. ſelves will bee Fervants while the Xing is there] 
haply hee isa man of greateſtate, and hathwaiſ 
to arrend upon him, yet; hee gives charge 10 by 
| ſervants, Icarenot whathecomes of me, bucde 
ſurc lethig 3e#ty be pleaſed; andif any con* 


an EF 


0, ſpeake with - him, hee cels him hee: 


at - poſlibly. ſpeaker with him - now,: hee. o; 
WE ct atten 


. 


The Sonles effefinall cating 1#*Chriſt, 


ho. - 


te, 


attend 020n his Majeffie,” - + - vL 3H, 
| Soitis derweene : 1/-10d fail loving ule: 
12r entertaines: Chriſt, - aid an' Hypocrire 3"che! 
ne receives Chriſt into his ſoal@ as a ſeryant iNh-/ 
> his family, and all che while GodsGoſpelt or: 
race may promote his honour,or eaſt orcredir, 
> farre as theſe may ſerve his 'turne,{\ Jo farreas 
rofic, and honour, and riches'come Tn by this 
neans, welcome Goſpell, and welcome Chwilt -. 
Butif he ſees danger will come, or inconvenience 
fall, or miſery beride, chen herarnes Goſpel),: 
nd Chriſt, and profeſſion, andallour of dovres,, 
ecauſe hee entertained the Goſpelb onely as a 
vant to content himſelfe, 'Burhee tharenter-- 
vincs Chriſt and che Goſpel], as'a Xing into his 
ule, labours tagive him all conrent; he will nor 
leaſe himſelfe, 'or his-luſts,; or his pride or vaine: 
ry, or any thing in the world: Nay'when' 
rut comes once to be recetved-into the ſoule, 
ewhich before had hisretinue, and alltoartend 
pon him; they muſt-at{ſerveChriftnow; nay 
& will not give Chriſt diftaſte-in the leaſt thing; 
ecares for no honour-now, but to honourbim, 
ecares far noadvancement now, bur roadvance _ 
in, hc eſtcemes of no.riches now, barks farre'as 
ef may.credit the Goſpell =iNay torgo8far- 
cr, they that were tis: neereſt; and-deereſt 
nds, if they come and deſire his company, he 
then ng, becannor, the Lord leſus maſt bee 
ealed, andthe Spirie muſtibesTonterited >Nay 
. Adjuſts, and-hig old 'acquaintanceghis old 
ue haunts of þcart, Andtiizold-finkull courſes hy, 
n I 1 8 | taat. : 
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chat have beene at inward; league with bis b. 
though they! tonſcand picad tor acceptance; 
« finweraegards hone of alt theſeybencti 
Chriſt onely.: -Nay he will difpleaſe a faſkion;ns 
therthanhe  wiltdiſpleale Chrift;he willdiſphaf 
all thegreatmenunder Heaven, racherthaths 
will dilplcaſe ;Garifti =Nay-all that {ame gloy 
and pridie:of Aiswhich bath, becne: fo! tack bily 
veil of him, ke ſoulecliar hath beenetruly lus 


| bled, and braaght-w an apprehenfi fion of 66# 


noodnefle,. wall-rathen difpleafe: tying 


pleaſe the Lord lows Cirithd ie £124 


T bis 49 4t<necrrairiment thar behind q 
Loed, and: this js.che iguife that beſecmes big 
which givescantentmencto a Saviour: Yol wh 
new Abd Gf qr enGeſpe{rwhenit] 


one ithe Lord Ieſus; arid 
rilhly behave your ly 's tavwards: him; 'dutj0l 


ptnm zive all content unto him; anc} beſtons 


upon him; Itisadmirablero (te 
In wilddoe, how menwill Tholw'nin 
and heates,to themindesoftho(t char are 10 
red by them , they withbewhererhey ples 
what they will, and talke-of- fre ol 
delight 10 daetby goed mil, 0 nyGodi{ (al 
the original aapfics/ie thus, *77 14 lay port wibh 
dee thy goed pleaſure * So it 15 rhe ood wit 
the ſoule that loves God 10: pleaſe him 
allthings/- wer ſhould fo fpeake; andworke;# 
walkejas beſecmcstie tord,\ as will give 
contentment ita: the:Lord j'' chat hee- my? 
4 AI 1s, I anS with ls, "anon 
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ood GO D unto ae nn 2 1 = 
' The foarch trial 1s this;: Fe tat Ovesat ing; 
ris his happineſſe and go0d-toſteithe exarhing, T Triall. 
od pood of the thing he loves; ( obſerveit } this 
anundoubred arguene ne of found affedion;that 
man ſhould bee willing ling chat that which isaffe. 


ted by him, ſhould. baycaligoog ;thoughbeein _. 
he mean time. miſſe: of id, 1f becany'pro- 
y befals the party'he loyes;, he thinkes him 
If! bieſed; If any honourcomesdo binr, 'hee 
hinkss hicoſelfe hotouredi nay hehad rather hee 
ould be honoured and advanced than himfelfe, 
isis true love indeed»: But ſee apatterne of love, 
da bleſſed mirroor of a heatt inlarged with af- 
ion; VWhen David was anoined to the crown, 
d 58ul purſued him heavily; and thought ro 
feat bim of the'Kingdome; "an dealt wreech- 
ly and cruelly with him; Now /onachin meets *"H0- 
nafrer an heavy fMidion, and labours tocheer 55377 
de heart of Dewi, and faith; \Frarener, for the 
def Saul ſhall ner- finds thee; then ſhale bee King - 
er Iſrael, and 1 fball bee next weto thee: Aman - 
ould chinke, why ſhon!d not 1onithanrather las 
ur forthe crowne himſelfe, hee was next heire 
parant therennts, hee might haveſaid, Faw is 
} father, and why fhouldnor'E ſucceed! tir in 
crowne ? why ſhonld David ſtartin before 
? No, this comfarted his heart, andre} y_ 
C d cheered his ſonle, David: ſhall bee Kin 
beenext eabins rr” bee in, and 
I therefore this refreſhed him) rhow fhult beg 
gin liracl, and it is the compberdfiny heart; 


that 
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; chat I ſhall be nexe antothee. A's who 


ir cofitents me more that thou ſhalt be 


: chanif I*my ſelfe were honoured, 7.1411) 


$0 1t-18 with .a good heart that loves li 


Chriſt, and his:Grace, andhis.Goſpell:"Oh/t 


happineſſe of :the Goſpell, andthe promoty 
theredf,:is theigreateſt good and comfert 
can betall-hins>!The Chriſtian-ſaith lt Godby 
honoured, though Tbee diſparaged, jr skioot! 
Is the Lord advanced -and doth his Goſpe chr 
Is his Glory promoted? > Doththe workeoljl 
oe- forward? It is'enough;what becomesoly 
zononr, or parts; or liberty, oreale, it is 


_ ter. Lericgoe well with the Goſpell, andletls 


nour be given to the Lord Iefus in theuſeofit i 
means;;and ordinances which: he hath beſtonl 
ypon us3; let: Gods'caufe finde that acceptii 
amongſt bis ſervanrs whichic —_—_ itislul 
ent, it rejoyceth. my heart. See this in 1 
Baptift, when Chriſt. began to ſer forth zhe 5 
pell, and ro baptize; andmany came unto ill 
the Diſciples of 16bx-grudged at'it, andiaidul 
John ,Rabbi,' He that was with thee beyond lorda, 
mhom thou bareft witneſſe, behold the ſame both 
and all comets him:(N ow marke how 1obxipet g 
His Diſciples were ftirred becauſe rhey tho 
the honour and credit went away- from thei 
if they' had ſaid, Maſter, there is one no#® 
carries all before him, every'mans eye isto# 


him; andievery-mans hear 1s afterbim:') 


rob loved Chriſt; and markehow he replic, 
tha ubeheldoridy te the Bridegroeme, bug weſn 


T he $ outes eff Anuals calling co Chriſt. 


the brjdegreome, which flandeth ard heareth, rejoy- 
th greatly, becauſe of the bridgroomes voice, his my 
therefore « fulf1 ied, As who ſhould ſay, Chriſt 
the Bridegroome, I am but the friend of the 

ridegroome, who labour only coprepare hearts 

xr Chriſt, Is the Lord honoured? Is the Lords 

rorke proſpered? if this bee ſo my joy is full, I 

ave enough ; let the Lordincreaſe,chough I de- 
caſe, let the Lord bave the praiſe that is due 
tohim,and what ever befals me, I care nor, 

This alſo was that of Mephiboſheth,when he was 
lcfalfly wich,and ſome falſe reports had beene 

poeſted ro David againſt him, he was content 

put up all the wrong ; and when David re- 
mcd in peace, and hee faw the Kings face, and 

ut he had gained the day, and got the field : 
widbegan to comfort and refreſh him,and bade 2 Sam-19. zo. 
m divide the land which hee had taken fron 
m, berweene Zibaand him : now marke how 

< repheth, Let hims take all, for as much as the 
ng s come ayaine in peace 10 his owne houſe : as who 
ould ay, as forrhe land it skils not; as for my 
Ite,and the field, and my life, Ipaſſ nor; foras 
uchas you my King arecome home in Peace, It 
rough, it is ſufficient that I have ſeene your 
acitie in peace z- this was better to' him, than 
yoann any thing clſe, whatſocyer could be» 
Il hirn. 


Beloved, many a manis all a mort, becauſe his 
mour falsro the ground, and becauſe his credir 
n the duſt; but ifhe may have his owne ho-. 
and ctedir;he is not croublcd,thougl: Chriſt 

| | « and 


=. 
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and his Golpell, and Gods honour and g! 
1m tc duſt; this man loves not the Lord: fork 
. thatlovesibe Lord, makes him his portion a 
his glory , 1t 15 enough Chriſt is mine; itis& 
cient that-his glorie and Goſpell proſpers, wiz 
ever befals we, I carenor ; ler che world tak 
eaſe, and liberty, and life, and all, let the Goh 
be advanced, I carc not. | 
Brethren, ſuch are the baſe diſpoſitions ofty 
trooman; amongſt us,they can tread upon Chrih 
| ſhoulders,and |.fr up him, that chey may appen 
above him; they can Jabour co lift up Gd 
. Goſpell, that they may life up themſelves the 
by : this is a bafe diſpoſition, that harbours int 
heart of moſt men 2: but (I beſeech you) h 
downe in the duſt, and be content that the Lad 
may be advanced, though thou be diſgraced; 
content that the Lords name may b.e prail 
though thou be diſhonoured: what tl:oughe# 
ry mans mouth be againſt thee ? and every 
hand oppoſit untothee ? yerifGod be honoo 
ter that comfortthee : nay if any of Gods pep 
advanceGod more than thy ſeife, rejoyce! 
and let chis be the aime of all our endeyobi 
ever. | 
5-771, The fifth triall is this, it is the nature ofia 
| love to covet nearer union with the thing® 
ved, andto haye a kinde of earneſt 1mpair 
and reſtleſnefſe, till it attaine a greater My 
thereof, Obſerve it, this is a thing which it 
from the nature of love ; eſpecially from) 
I now ſpeake of, which beſcemes the Lord, 


TY A—] AA —_ 
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« che beſt of all orherihings, which the ſoule can 
-fire,or the heart poſſeſſe. Therearetwo brane 2 Braxche:, 
hesof the point ; I will handle tte one largely, 
nd only touch the other. Ps 
Love, I ſay therefore, is firſt of a linking, anda 
ling nature, and it will alwayes carriethefonle 
ith a ſtreame and carneſtneſſe, roenjoythe poſ- 
fion of, and union with the thing beloved ; it 
znnot haye enoazh of it, it 1s never ſatisfied with 
. it coyets nothing ſo much, riches now ſeeme 
aathſome, and profirs and pleaſures are cedions 
anities to him; the ſoule is ont of taſte with all 
rorldly delights, and deſires nothing ſo much as 
d enjoy Chriſt ; this is thar he woulc have, Let | 
ewicked have what echey will, and poſſeſſe whar 
ey pleaſe, bur ler me enjoy tharonly, and I care 
Of, | | 
When Devid had beene doting on the things 
ere below , at laſt he came to ſee berrer things 
God: and ſee bow he ſtayerh his hearc : horn Pſal.73.25 
neT in heaven but thee 2 and there 1s none is earth 
at l defire in compartſon of thee : he bidsadieu to 
Lotner things, and marke what followes ; /r i 
1d for me to draw neare toGod, As if hee had ſaid, 
t the rich man have his wealth, and let the am= 
tious man have his honour, let the drunkard 
ve his cup, and the adulrerer his ſweet dallian- 
: etthem drinke, and ſivill, and whore, and 
de downe to hell, much good doe it them with 
cir ops, ler the have what their hearts can de- 
e; but its good for me to draw nigh anto God 
1 the pleaſures that are at Gods right hand 
Kk 2 Oh 
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Oh the mercie and holinefſe which hee hath py 
pared, and will beſtow upon thoſe that _ 


right * 


When Marie had becne ſeeking andw 
for a Saviour, Chriſt ſaid unto her, Woman 
weepeſt thou ?. whom ſeekeſt thou Marke now 


| Marie did, bcing moved with love to theLa, 
-ſhe coriceived Chriſt tobe the Gardiner and fe 


ſpake thus, Sir, if thou haſt borne him hence ,telm 
where thou haſt laid bim, and 1 will take him ang 
She would be content to have the body ofa 
viourrather than want a Saviour, ſhe ma 
a dead Saviour rather than none : but when 
Saviour revealed himſelfe to her, when-ſheely 


.. that helived,and was riſcn againe, ſhe flew 


him,and with marvellous violence embraced 
Saviour, ( for ſo the words muſt of neceſſitiek 
underſtood) for Chriſt ſaith, Touch mee mit, fe 
am not zet aſcended ; the meaning is this, Mariew 
yery eager of her Saviour : Have I againe 
my Saviour? And doe 1 againe pofleſſe him! 
will never part with him more : Chriſt faithn 
ber, Marie, and ſo diſcovers himſclfe : ſhe faith 
to him, Rabboni, that is to ſay, Maſier; and tk 
ſheholds, as if ſhe would never leave > [15m 0k 
now Chriſt checks her, becanſe ſhe depended 


. much npon his outward preſence: Hee faithul 


her, Touch me nos, fer T am not yet aſcended, lh 
had faid, I ſhall live m: 1ny dai cs upon the ent 


and thou \balt bee fatisfi d with my Pf ſent, 


therefore doe not cling ſo faft unto me ; fot! 
word roach ſignifies as — andthe {amen 
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*<nſed in the Corinthians, Jt u« good for a man not 
1ouch a woman, that is, to cleave and to cling unt 
herz and it is taken from. thoſe peeces of buil- 
dings, which are ler one into another': her affe- 
tion was ſuch, that ſhe would not part with her 
Saviour, when ſþc had met him. | 

This isa lively pi&ure of that love which many 
a poore ſoule poſſefſeth, when the Lord lers in the 

limpſe of his love into the heart, when the ſoule 
hath waited long for mercie and comfort,and the 


Lordis pleaſed ar laft to refreſh it, and cheare ir | 


| therewith, and toler in ſome ſweet incklings, and 

intimations thereo! 5 many of Gods Saints begin 

to bee, light headed, becauſe they are fo raviſhed 

therewith, they are alwayes cleaving thereunto, 

 infomuch that many times they are almoſt bc- 
fides themſelves. Oy 


0 I Cor-7. 1. 
: opened, 
Q 


Looke as it is with parties that live in the ſame Simile. 


famly,and their affect ionsare drawing on one to- 
wards another in marriages they will caſt their 
occafions fo, that if it be poſſible, they will be to- 
gether,and have one anothers company, andthey 
will ral.e together; and worke together, and the 
time goeth on marvellous ſuddenly, all the while 
tbeir affeions are drawing on :* ſo it is withthe 
. foule thatloves Jeſus Chriſt, and hath this hely 
affeftion kindled, it rhinkes every place happy, 


where it hach heard of Chriſt, and thinkes that: 


houre ſweet, wherein it put up itsprayers tocbe 
Lord , and enjoyed loye-chat with -him $-hee 
thinkesthe Sabbath marvellous ſweer, wherein 


| Godis revealed in the power of his ordinances * 


Kk 3 


a 


''T he Soules eff+Fuall calling ro'Chtiſt, 
any glimpſe of Gods goodnefle, and noticeoſh, 
mercie in-Chriſt,is marvellous comfortabletott 
ſoule, h : 
And itis the defire of the ſoule to fit by it:y 
_ the drunkard dorh in another kinde, ſorhels 
ving foule would fit by this mercie and lowed 
God,that he may be more acquainted with it, 
more quickned and cheared by it, the fouleist> 
viſbed therewith, and overcome as it were wit 
the apprehenſion thereof: David envyed the jr 
ter that kept the doore of Gods temple,where Gods ro 
ſence was, and the very birds that built ther mþi 
there: asif hee had ſaid, You have liberty to it 
theſacrificc8offered, and you may heare the 
_ ces ot Gods people, and you may build yournels 
in the remple of my God, and my Lord; 
Lord am not I as good as birds? thereforets 
heart was inflamed with the want of theſe ori: 
rances of God, Nay old Simeon when hee tal 
ſcene our Saviour incarnate, his heart was fo inlat 
gedtherewith, that he would have beene contett 
to havelefthis body, that he might have had 
full of his Saviour; Lord now Jerteſt thon thy ſerv 
depart in peace, for mine eyes have ſeene thy ſabuatnn: 
as if he had faid,ſtand by body, let me come toll 
Saviour , Ict mee bee for ever with him, I bat 
beene long enough in this finfull world alread 
A ſpouſethat is contracted, rthinkes every 08! 
yeare, \and' every yeare twenty , rill that of 
comes ; ſhee bleſſeth rhe very place wheret 
bridegroome is, and ſhethinkes the parties haph] 


 thattalkewith him,and the takes cvery ohne 
| com 
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comes from him marvellous kindly, but yer ſhee 
thinkes if that day would once come whercin ſhe | 
[might polleſle him, and be poſſeſſed of him, that 
ſhe, and ſhe alone might enjoy her husband ; Oh 
this would bee a happy. day, her heart would bce 
cheared, and exceedingly refreſhed therewith : 
{oa loving ſonle that hath beene truly humbled 
and inlightened in the apprehenſion of Gods 
loveand mercie,and is contratted;as I may fo ſay, 
unto Chriſt, hath many thoughts; when will it 
once be,that I may be married to Chriſt, and poſ- 
ſeſſe him, and bee pofſeſſed of him? to bee with 
Chriſt is beſt for me: fuch a one thinkes every to- 
ken marvellons welcome,and every promiſe,and 
every word, that reveals any intimation of Gods 
kindnzffe ; bur yer, oh when will the day come, 
that I ſhall be forever withthe Lord Jeſus; this 


s the higheſt piech, that Saint Paul _ of, we 1 The, 4 


that are alive, and remaine, faith he, [9.14 bee caught 
wp togerber with them #n the clouds,and meet the Lord 
inthe aire, and ſo ſhall wee bee ever with the Lord: - 
Whos the ſoule thinkes, when will that day come, 
that I may never be with finne more, never with 
the world more,never with corruptions more,ne- 
ver with baſe company more ? but with that 
mercie, and that Spyrit, and chat grace, and with 
th Chriſt, for everandever z thisis the guiſe of 
the ſoule, and the frame of the heart, thar is kin- 
dledin ſound loye to the Lord Jeſus z nay ſuch is 
the ſtrong and gluing nature of true lovie; thar it 
wil make a man bee with the thing beloved, 
though hee bee in neyer fo great miſery. vo 
| Tacous: 
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Tacobs fonnes-came, and ruid him hat Ioſeph wg/ 
fliine, [aceb was grievouſly diſtreſſed, becauls te 
loved him deercly z; now matrke what the ten 
ſaith, 44 bs ſonnes and dangbrers roſe up to com{er 
him,but he refuſed to be comforted; and ſaid, Inil 
goc downe into the grave to my ſonne Loſeph, be 
would ratherbe in the grave,than not to be with 
Joſeph; and hee will goe downe into the gran, 
that he may be with him : ſo the wife that lov 
her husband, when hee is in priſon, ſheewillbs: 
there with him, ſhee is ſorry that it ſhould bee! 
with ter husband, but ſhee will rather bceinte 
priſo1 with him, than want his company: foa 
bumble ſonle that hath his heart kindled in es 
neſt and ſound affection to Chriſt, 1s contat 
even to goe into the grave with the Lord Jelus 
yea into priſonwtiththe Lord Jeſus ; let merhs 
wich Chriſt, ſaith he,though 1 be in perſecut on; 
let me be with the Lord Jeſus, though Ibeinds 
honour : iris a gricfe to the foule it Chriſt be 
ſoz but agreater gricte, if he may nor be will 
him where hee is: when the ſpouſe had wantel 
her bridegroome a great while, and at laſt tl 
Lord was pleaſed ro revecale himſclfe unto i, 
ſhefaſtens upon him, and reſts contenced wil 
him.anddefiresno more; my beloved is mint, 
T am bis ;, as who ſhould f; ay, thou ar: mine, andl 
am thine, let the world thinke whar it wilL.14 
thy wife, -and thon art my husband : ſo fait it 
foule, Chriſt is mine, and I am bis, andif I "lf 
. have more of that grace and holinefſe whit 
in Chrif}, I have enough, I defire no a101% 


wil 


hour that I cannot be contented, I cannot be 


fed,  . bo 
ND y,there is a holy reXMefncſſsand impa+ 
ace in the ſoule ri'l-1T can artaire his, it will 
\e no nay ar the hand of the Lord, butlues for 
- march thovgh Chriſt ſeerne co forb:d the 
mes. and it were worth the while co obſerve 
wr-(tlefſs the ſouleis, and howir-beftiriesir 
ſe ro attaine: neerer #mo# With the Lord Jeſus, 
® when he ſeemes to abſenc'his preſence from 
ſoule 5 but we cannor profecare that, ſo thar 
this ime then ir doth appeare whariir is/to- 
reche Lord crulv;and wee! bavelaid downerthe 
ali whcr-by we may know whether weethave 
$loyc or no. 3 4-30 SMERT: it SER 49. 
The third u{e.is a word of reproofe;you have 
rd the ground 'of conſoktion alveadyyrhere= 
erynenthe pill is fugered, Thope 10 wit down - 
ebetter : Here then wee have a juſt ground of 
refen(ion, 'and it comes marvetfous heavy-as 
yitneſſe ro accuſe many, nay as a Judge to con- 
pane many ih the' world x this is ſofficienteo 
ce their hearts, and ro make theirſuules that 
the boſome of the Church almoſt to ſinke - 
theconſideration and fight of their owne mi- 
able and fearfull condition, upon whointlis 
Nie was never flamped; in whoſe ſoules this 
ce of God was never yer-kindled;: cerraine it 
neverloved the Lord, nor ever rejoyced 
briſt. Woe totheir ſoulesthercfare;, and” (bes 
«) this is the conditionof the greateſt parr 
thoſethar live in the Charch;'andare counted 
«x Tl pro- 
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profeſſors among us z they love not/Chuiſt, ty 
rcjo\cenotinhim, yer they will not beeperſy 
dedofic ; therefore give a lictle attendance I 
leech you to what I thalllay.  -/; 
| - This 1schecunning that 'Satan hath todecin 
poore ſoules withall, becauſe theſe holy aledin 
are inwardand retired,as hope and defire, andly 
and: joy; becauſe I ſay they are ſecret thingy 
_ thefoule, and doe notdiſcover themielyga 
 wardly tothe view of the world, farther thanty 
fruits thereof manifeſt the ame :; Thereforem 
not knowiug theſe affe&ions themſelves, andin 
conceiving of che natuxe of them,rhats thee 
that 'many leane upon the expettation of Wl 
they have in frameof heart, thoughtheym 
in the courle of their lives: chis is that ni 
every man almoſt doth challenge to humlels, 
that whereby hewill beare up his heatt 119 
trouble, and cheere up his ſonle in the 6ap08 
firefle, Wicked men when every one cannun 
ſee and behold their baſe courſes, and loathW 
. Gofull praices, tay when they themſeives 
_ . notbut canfeſſetheir filthy behaviours,&5) 
' they confeſſe theyfall foully, and they fall® 
and ſcandalouſ]y;butthat which heals all &i 
allis this,they ſay iris true it is fa with het 
but yet they love the Lord Jeſus with all 6 
hearts; every vile variet will ſay his WirY 
bath ſworne by a Saviour, and tarne be 
 Peeces, his blefſed body, his blood, bis wwe 
all; yerwhen fie hathdone his, he [ove5 27 
Savior ſtil, Ohpoore deluded muſer 
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 wreects : chat I may 8ppiy myſelf particular. 
tofachaonez Tbeſeech yougive mee leavero 
oe two things. Firſt, I will make it good thar 
oſt men havenot this love of God: + Secondly, 
will plcad the Indazement, and then when 
ave {aid our the Inditement and pkaded-ir, and 
newed who they. are: that haye not this love. of 
Fo J, the point will becleere. 2 MASEFE. = 
Fic iris ſure and moſt: certaine, thatmoſtin — | 
xe world that live in the boſame of the Church Mor in the 
ave not their hearts carried in any love of God, omg — 
tina hatred and deſperate oppoſitionagainſt juchumeya, 
x Lord Jeſus Chriſt, i» him was Hife, andlthis life gainft him. 
& the light of the world, and thr light ſbined in 
rineſſe, aud the darkneſſe compreveuiled it mor 2 
ic meaning isthis,the Lord Jeſus Chrift wasthe 
fe of the promiſe, in him was life; thepromif 
life was 1n Chriſt, and that promiſe-of life was 
ight coteach men the way to life and {atvacion; 
it when this light of the promiſe of gtace ſhined _ 
the world, the darke world comprehended it __ 
t, they knew it.not, Chriſt came ware its ane; lobn 1.15. 
bis owne received |bim ace, - There rhe; Lord — 
es ofthe Jewes that were Ins choſen people, 
dis owne by covenant : Hi owne by reaſon of j 
e privileges and (benefits, andUordinances which . +... | 
beſtowed upon them: #6 anvbe by profeſlion, Fs 
tooke the Name of Chriſt:upon thenteCheift-«—©O | 


ve not to heathens and pagams;but tothis owne, © 

I they received him not. . How many arethere ; | 

1NgIT U3 who-profeſſethe Name of rhe Lord 

w,,mdukeup theGoſpel of Chriſty ant] yor 
| LF $ : being 


| 
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ring Chriſtians.in preftſſoe;! will notentenia 
the love of che Lord Ietus Chrittwhich ſho 
make us Chr.ſtians in 4&'ed.Chriſt comes roman; 
mansdooreandknocks;andcalls,and intrexia, 
france, but few will entertatne him wheahy 
comes; nay ler meeſay more, tiny hearttrembl; 
to ſpeake it, nzy my heart, were ir as it ſhouldte, 
would grieve to thiake':it; Wicked-menareh 
farre>from'priling Chriſt. and :loving:the La 
. «fas; char they bare him. more than 'ſoue; na] 
had alinoft-ſaid, yet Lam-lothro ſpeakoit, m 
| heart ſhakes'rorhinke!1r; but that I hope your 
.- willingco heare thc -worlt, why the ow will ſpelt 
it, andchey are rhe words bf the\$criprure wicked 
men late:'Chrift more than: the'devill bimſdh; 
the Lord be merciful ro:fach-poor.ſinful cream 
good Lord chatever mendſheuld be createdbyil 
Lord; and enjoy mercy and{meanes :fromil 
Lord, arid yer.love o——— the: devil wy 
morethanGod. 
Bur you will ſay, aretheje any ſuch, ;igieph 
vx ble that ever any. man that breathed and recei 
mercyfromehe Lord:Lcfus;(hould dealetoimi 
Wo - jyandqukindy with hems ; why, the devillwo 
-not-doe It; 
+ Tfaytoyou'as>the Prophet ſaid to "ai 
ancth2rcaſ! Lknow,daith he, the evil chou 
 doetothe children-of: (iſrael; chelr flronghnd 
axe ba3.03. thou ſet ox. fire, and their young men wit mm 
with 2beſwerd, and wile daſhtbeir children, #1 
 wp.their momenwith childe; bat Have! _ | 
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3 The 8 mles effeFaall calling to Chriſt, 
| cold him, che Lord bath ſhewed it unto me; | know, 
| Gich che Propher, che cruclry and venome of thy 
ſpiric though thon knoweſt it not : So when [ 
ſpeake ofcheſe things, men will bee ready ro ſay, 
what, arc there any ſuch Cogs to deale thus with 
| the Lord Jcſus.: I-rell you the Lord knowes 
this, and the Word ſceth all thy venome and 
| ſpight and hatred againſt Chriſt, the Lord ſeeth 
| andknoweth ir. Moſt mcn in their hearts doe 
hate Chriſt, though they ſee it not : beloved, 
our hearts are more vile than yon can.conceive, 
| and more baſe than you canimagine, the VWord 
will make itcleere. The greateſt evill of all wee 
know is nne, the Devill is not tobe loathed bur 
for his finne ; and the reaſonwhy he is ſo loath= 
ſome, is b«cauſe hee-is fo finfall. Now marke 
whatthe text ſaith, cbs & the rondemmation, that tn z. tg. - 
light @ come into the world, andmen loved dirkneſſe 
more thanthelight:the Lord revealed Iight(thatis, 
Chriit) tothe world,burt rhe world loved fin and 
the temprations of Satan, and the corruptions 
of their owne hearcs more than Chriſt, and more 
tian mercy that was tendered: to them inthe 
Lord Jeſus, it is cleere thercfore it was fo, it will 
be fo, andir is fo torhis day-; M=n'ove their baſe 
lofts and ſinfull-corraptions more thanthe Lord 
clas Chrift; and: the power of his grace which 
exprefſeth ro their ſoules, and conſequently 
they love the deluſions and ſuggeſtions of Satan, 
mare than che mrions of Gods S airit, andthe 
anfort ther: of, Thus:noww we have laid downe 
the Iadicement, let us allo plead ira lictlez wee 
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icechere bemany in the Charch thatdoe not low 
the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, but who are they ? ofthy 
we will now fpeake, for when we lay the charge, 
we muſt name the man, the Indicement ingy 
nerall is nothing, we will therefore referte thel 
men that {oye rot Chriſt to three rankes; The 
firſt are open enemies to Chriſt : The ſecand we 
the glozing newters of the world : The thirdar 


_ the fawning Hyporrites that are faire in ſhew, bu 
_ falſe in hearr; all theſe are guilty of this Indus | 


1 Ranke, 


ment, wee will therefore plead it againſt then, 
deſiring the Lord to convince their conſcience 
n_— NY 

Firſt forthe former, and they are openens 
mies tothe Lord Jeſus; we will not ſpend mud 
time here, bur ſtand longeſt there where ismol 
need, Firſt therefore there are open enemies 
Chriſt, andrhey are many, fuch as 1ſaiab ſpeake! 
of, ye ftiffe necked and hardbearted, ye have reſifel 
the Spirit of the Lord : Thoſe which {ct thet 
mouthes againſt Heaven, and ftand in open 
fiance againſt the Lord lefas, and againk dr 
power of his Grace, and che worke of his Spit 
in the hearts of his, and in the miniſtery of i 


Word, and theſe we referre to two heads. 


Firſt, ſach/ as are profeſt oppoſers of the er 
dence ofthe truth, thoſe alias Chriſbipaty 
rhe Houſbolder lee out his Vineyard to H mbandu% 
and when the time of rhe fr aice drew neere., hee je 
bis ſorvants #0 the Huubandenen that he might 109 
rhe Fries of ie, and vie Hadbandmenrook hat 
was, and beas one, and 4ided angtber, and jou 
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The Soules effeF uall calling t6 Chriſt, 
another 4 at laſt be ſens bis ſoune, and ſaid, ſurely tary 

' pillreverence my ſonne ; nay when bee came they all 

| combined and canſpired together, and ſaid, rhe whe 

| Heire, come let ws kill bims, and the tabcritante ſhall 

| be ure; this wasan intimation of the Scribey and 
Phariſees, the Chuch was the Vineyard, and ir 

' was [ct out to them, and God ſent his Prophets 

among them, they perſecured them;; then hee 

| fent his Difciples, they ſtoned them; and-when 
bis Sewne came, they confpired againſt the Lord 

| Teſas, with one open mouth, with one joynt en= 

| devour; Come, ſaid they, this is the Heine, let wa hill 
biz, aud the inheritance ſhall be ours * And doe 
you thinke that the Scribes and Phariſees are 
dead, and'have lefrnone of rheir curſed brood and 
generation behinde them ? TI cell you beloved, 
there are many perſecutors of Chriſt and his Goſs 
pell ro this day, which are the' teaders of che 
cawpe, which ſtand in open defiance oftheGod 
of eaven;. but if yon aske. me2 what entertain» 
ment their lufts have among theſe men, rhey find 
all welcome : poſhible cemprations' whiſper not, 
occaſions come not, corruptions ſtirre not ſo 
ſoone, be the company never ſo baſe, the courſe 

neyerſo vile, che praQtice never ſo-wicked, bur 
theſe miſerable Gnfull creatures give audience 

| ind attendance, and acceptance} and entertain» 

_ ment totheſe baſe courſes, nay they invite them 
and provide for them, nay they beſtow a great. 
deale ofcaſt for the entertainment of their laſts, 
they ſceke ont accafions ta commit their finnes; 
the adakerer goeth in the twi-light romeer his 

| queans,. 
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queanes, and thc drunkard goes to the Ale-houſ 
ro mect with his baſe companions; thusthey in 
vite their luſts, and provide for theirluſts, th 
is that. the Apoſtle diſlwades us trom; metry 
proviſion forthe fleſh ro fulfill the buſts theres: "ya 
thele men make proviſion for their baſe luſt, 
their mines are plocting, and theirendevounly 
bouring, toprovide all courſes that may givers: | 
ecreatament to their luſts 3; therefore no miaryell 
they finde (uch long, continue iu their ings 
becauſe they make ſuch proviſion for them? hit 
now it you will obſerve how theſe menenterralne 
Chriſt, you maydiſcover ic by theſe two pals 
Yes. Fg C; FF 2Gt2 | 1+ oy 
Firſt, obſerve how they cnterraine the'powe 
of Chriſts Spiric in the: miniſterie of che vordz 
and ſecondly, how they enter taine the! preſend | 
ofour Saviour inthe graces of his childrens Fill - 
concernivg the miniſterie of the word, if itbel_ 
tharthe mmiſtery of the word comes powerfub | 
ly hometothe conſcjencz, and: wonld optitie 
ces, andawakenthe heart of ungodly menjand | 
 wouldplacke them from cheir finnes : Ol whit | 
«an uproare there is! and how doe men takelp 
- armes againſt the trutlz, and bear off the powe ; 
of the word, that it may nor prevaile with' tit 
heart, and awaken them, and thar irmay nora | 
in wap lives? Chriſt notes ſach as theſe = 
.poſers of goodneſſe ; Bring bicher mine enenttd, * 
that would not tnas I "gf Jar vok over chem, a 
| ſlay them before my face: the word would plpcke | 
thecup from the drunkards moath, and mo 


» 


terer from enjoying his dalliances with his mare; - 
but their hearts (well, anditey groane-to benn. 
derchattruch, and-under the rule thereof, andro 
be ſwayed thereby; nay they doe not only with 
lraw themſelves from yeelding obedience to the 
holinefſe of the word, but they will nor ſomuch 
ps acknowledge the truth of the word, which rhe 
Devill himſelfe did : when Paul. was preaching 
\egrace of lite and ſalvation, the text ſaith, The 4#c 16,17, 
lamſe# that hal theſpirit of divination met bim, and * 
the Devill ſaid, Theſe. men are the ſervants: of the 
ſt high God, whichſbew untagu the way of ſabvarion's 
theDevill acknowledged thar this was tlie word, 
nd the yery truths the Devill acknowledged 
eſe were the ſervices which God commands, 
d thele were the duties which ought to be dif- 
harged': but wicked men willnot be perſwaded 
f this, they will not/beleeve that they muſt be 
as be @ ho ly; neither. will they beleeve, that 
vey maſt be pure,as he is pure theſe mendoe not 
ive God ſo much honour,as che Devill did :bur 
ie out,and ſay, willnever be of that opinion, all 
hewgrld (hall not perſwade mee to it, five hun- 
Ired Minifters ſhallnot make me thinke ſo: Be» 
ved, this is profeſt oppoſition, and deſperate 
atred againſt the Lord, -not-onely to withdraw 
be heart from obedience; butthe — 
om the acknowledgement of the truth, whic 
eDevill himſelfe confeſſeth: Lord,what hearts 
wethcle men,and whar diftempers are in their 
ms? who will not doe that,which the Devill 
mſclfe will doe. WEE 4 
Mm Nay 


th. tits. 
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Nay mthe' fecond place, looke howtheyts 
have themfſebes, when” el:ey come ned Clu 
preſence; doth northar axin batea maijthat ts 
nor endure ro be in his fight, and enjoy cont 
nionwith bim > if Chriſt 'come amongſt-ches 
and preſle into the ſocietie' of 'xhem in the ys 
ſence ofhis children, tt eirhearrs are rtanſponl 
with infigite indignation againſt the appears 
of: grace ia the lives; and againſtthe appear 
of hotineffe,in the courfesof thoſewhiien areth 


ſervantsofzhe Lord,(obſerverthis) they thats 


poore-Ciirifirans- fot: che -Bolinefle and. 


_ which they have received For Ohrift, rhejli 


Chriſt more, and holineff niores fearful! th 


cafe of fuch;and their congirion 14mentadle ;0 


thatthey; wonld arlafdgochome; and pron 
their owne ſoutes, :and-reafon with thei Wh 
after this marmer, and/ndt ſuffer rhemſe|hivih 
loriger tobe Uetuded, fay rthusto thy fouke, tie 


|  beencheretoſore dejnded,” and 1 have decebtl 


my fafe, I pretended Fheted (nch men, Y 

they were diflemblers and hypocrites 7 80/8! 
bate' the piQure of grace; much more Wit 
{Ie in them : if # man cammort'endure the pic 
ofa man, much {efſe'can heendurethe perione 


ther mon; ſbisir with the ſonks*' Tbeſeechſ® 
be at laſt convinced of it, atid ſay, I hate het 


and forme of godlinefle in'Gods childrety, 
hate the vertne and power of 'godlinefſe 


' more; if Fhate the'beames6F the funhe; TW 


the finne muchmore; if} Hate'cHe ſonnet, 
fathers ſake, I hate the father mich more; ”" 
; 6 
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vie \..« a Chrilkiang becaule! Ghriſt barb Foro _ 

draught bim-heme ,: then; T hate: Chriſt mfi+, 
nip [ hate his Spitdr infiaitely,then I hate 

ceinfinitly much mote , if Lhate the lan- 

Lorne for the lights ſake, then I hate the light 
much more :- tele; cannot LendeteJenthorees 
it bea.light) Jantbornd; (af is þe-a darke ney 
haply-heecanaway with it.) burif it bt> @ lighe 
, hee loathes che! Jamthorne, and j 
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joathes the man that. britgs is, but: he. hates the 
ge mech morethanthelanthome!s. ſ@ivic with 
reey finfull oppoſer of the practice and profule 

fion of Gods grace':a>Saintof God hath a\yalh 
ravidle lipht of Gods gFacc, and purity, and ops 
ghroefie, and he caries this among @ obo Oramey 

x blaſphorhers and ojpotn ers 1061 God: jad; his 


rarghow whenthey s ligkt of holinefſc; 
t by bar the wn eons ie, muchkmore holi- 
r elſe, whichis in kim, for _ hee ans 

Dope danreſifed;: TOoCrt +21 
To this inkieatiobeongs you bf pn 
ant, \carilicreatores;,indcaAlin carnall Goſ- 
elers,! however-they will-hdr doe, what! t D 

jen doc, yet they will. apppove! of what 

Jo <e fares fiſhy fatto char. knot mowing of 

y00an Mace, oe northanp i 
muth-ofGod of themſelves; impart em are Rot 
oghteo thisheight of wicknelne fe; tobe pro- 
oppoicts apainit thaowbichisholy,: yer;they 
Ul joyne fides with the RENEE chey 
they commend;acd aid dpplend,and approveofs 
*pooreCtuiſtiag be banded Fom.dne;p)ece-t0 | 


M m 2 / another, 
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another, to the loſſe of his liberty, and griefed 
his heart; nay, ſay theſe poore deladediga 
tures, and carnall goſpellers, itis no mittet; th 
muſt be more holy than othets,andtheymuſtk 
more preciſethan o'hers, it is nomatternow,f 
what they getby it ; theſe men now. approved 
what a-company of perſecutours doe; and the 
heart is the ſame,thoughthey do not do'thefane 
_ they areguilty of ir, becauſeof their approvemen 
of it;as the Scribes and Phariſees conſpired agai 
our Saviour:the ſon1diers they rook our Saviay, 
Pilat he condemned our Saviour,” now the'poot 
crowd, they cried below;Cruci fie bim,crucifietin 
they did not condemne him, nor take him, bi 
they wereguiltyof crucifying Chriſt becauſetly 
gave their conſent and approvement thereuntop 
S. Peter ſaith, Te have erncified the Lord of life;lotien 
Atts 3, are a company of poore creatures, youknowyol 
old poore- husband, and- your old poort Tat 
* though poore fooles, they can dee nothing als 
the 'Goſpell , yer ir doch their hearts! goo 
when it:is oppoſed, and they 'fay; it is well,t0 
pithy bur .ir ſhould: be ſo: T' tell thee thous 
tley of oppoſing Chriſt, as well as be that pt 
ccures' Chriſt; 'marke what Chriſt ſaith1t9'# 
© Scribes and Phariſees, 7oxriFathers ſlewthi 
phezs, and you build their ſepulchers , that 8,0 
© approved'the pradtices of- their fathers, ſo 
> lookemsitis with'acampe, there are ſome1eun 
and commanders, and there are ſome ſown 
and there are others which are followers! 
_ carmpe, and-carry the baggage z now-t0oup 


\ 
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i=norleaders,and captaines,and ſonldiers, yet all 
are of the fame campe; ſo.there isa great long 
mainein the Devils campe, there are ſome l-a« 
ders,and profeſt oppoſers of Chriſt, which the 
fanne is wearie to behold, and the earth is weary 
ro beare,theſeare the ſoulgicrs, andcaptaines,and 

commanders , and poore 1gnorant creatures; 
and carn4ll gofpellers that follow the baggage, 
they are of the black guard too, though they are 
the taile of the armie,” yer they are of the armie 
of the Devill, and they are all young Satang, 
though their ralenrs bee not ſo long, and their 
chwes fo ſharp, as others are; they haye not lear- 
ned the skill ro make a prey of'a poore man, as 
others have; but yet they will approve of that 
which others doe : conſider this then all ye that 
ſtand in open defiance againſt Chrift,all you that 
joyne fides with, and give a kinde of allowancete 
ſuchungodly courſes, you are guilrie and found 


a3 alld the 


hewtlnor doe 

ſeEtr dine. | 
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red,rre glozing neters,theſe alſo love their finnes 

more than Jeſus Chriſt, and" loye/'not Im; 3 

uh, theſe are thoſe rhar Haje Herweeng, tw 
opitions,yorrnfie:wopllic neb, (is wv; koh 
idthe proverb) theſe tan#* fooles See lt doe 


nobody no harme, provid-d that no-marthures . 
| Mm 3 thems., ' 
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them; thehigheft Puchio fog /ixthis 
that they Pay, procure: we, Mena 
ive ſame reſpect cron Fe 
* ſhould doe well, bur their. RP i. thy, 
they will not trouble themſelves, norbetraihls 
ſame roothers, they ſay, kprt comes by medlny 
and he.that medd}esjle! heltarcaſe they 
like civill good neighboprs. by Gluiſt ad& 
Goſpell, new antthenthenvil doe Chitlh 
£00c carge, provided they may not hazard then: 
elyes, and that they way erve gheiro 4 
her will welcome all pertops of all ri oa 
phemer or riotous.perſon.comes in they 

ſuit 24:5 them, and welcome them,it ew 
hy ſg Mg No les they: will Fay nog 
them, VET ( ey .npe 

ane : nay  F0 wil rake Tn als 
FE thomgh he will not doe fo x: 
F&5) chey wa fad byzndlock FE 
- fey thereuntg.-:; . 4 ; if on ; 
echyou,o va it). as they will welcamejus 
= j6 We wr often invire 2 Mig! 5 
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nes him extraordinarily for his paines, and 
Gefres much more of his company, and com- 
mends him for a very diſcreet mani, andone that 
nowes howto:carry himfelfe; (Tand he'knowes 
how not to meddle with him, you maſt ander-_ 
ſand that too) if the Minifter will preach 'do- 
&rinallthings only, and rake up' points, . and Jay 
chem downe, and have halfe a ſcore points in his 
ſermon, then hee exrols 111m for-a judicious and' 
learned man in the Scripture, and he gathersrhe 
very creame of the Scripture, but tf he come home 
torheconſcience, andupply perſonally, and dil- 
wer particularly the baſcnefle' of his heart; and 
the baſenefſe of his Hfe, hee then takes his Bible 
2nd fals to reading. hee cannot heare with thar 
are, but wiſheth that-men would follow their 
rext;(and 1' could wiſh every one did fo) Now 
his'thenter intfencheth/ npon articles of agree- 
mene berweene him and the Gofpell,for he made 
ts covenant with the Geſpell, that he will tor 
rouble the Goſpell,horiperſecnreir, rieicher will 
at have that to medd{e with him,” bat if the 
olpel! come home 16 hith,and would drive hirty 
out of his pace, hee wiſheth the Miniſter would 
Keepe his text: this man counts Teak ina'good 
courſe, like a fever" it! a mar body, and hee” 
cs it dangerous to be fieke; and thereforche 
will Leepe a cold temper in his body for conſti- 
ion, and a cold luke warme temper in hispro- 
"on, and tlch he is admirable heatthfals, and | 
We vill betting mach of the enſtomes bf met = 
I Meworld thar are tie prear place, and if __ 
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'be any thing which-js naught authorized hy, 
great men: he takes much upon him choſetyy 
words, Church and flare, and hojdsrbembpam 
ſignes, and hee'thinkes-ita firange:thing;md 
thinkes it tobe hjghcreafsn,and falſe L atinegty 
any wan ſhould queſtion on what he ſpedttsn 
this caſe, the Engliſh of it is this, he is reſolved 
to ſee the ſirongeſt fide, and he will be withtha 
ſide, whether it be with the Lord:Chrilt, orthe 
power of his grace,he cares nor,but be willbelur 
ro ſleepe in a whole kin, {o that cheſe baſe ſinful 
men care not for the power of religion, they oe 
themſelves,and love not Chriſt : thele mendaak 
with protefſion, as the neuterall townes in the 
Low countries deale with the armies and folk 
ciers'of the Empcrour and the King of Det 
warke, they will leane to,both, thattheymayke þ 
ſubje(t to neicher, they. will tot rake (ides wilt 
the Emperour, ror yet with the King of Ut 
marke,but they will be content for to liveatal, 
and they will doe any thing that they may not 
troubled, but if any of both ſides begin to ſet up 
on them,they turne head preſently,they willd' 
no harme to:them, if they will not hure then 
bur if they ſceketo bring them under anions, 
they are notable to beare it; bur refiſtchem-;l0t 
is with theſe aenteraliſts in a Chriſtian colnk;: 
they will faſhion themſelves to the world, thi 
the world may not deſpight them, and cheyv 
faſhion; chemſelves in profeſſion to the betke 
Gde,that they may not diſtaſte them z 4 man vi 
pray in his family in the »vor»ing,and leave oo 


—_—_ 
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, re, and paycth tribute that way, onely Chriſt 
uſt give him leave t0.COuZen th his ſhop at gov; 
rhim baye what he would, and bee will pay trj- - 
te tothe Colpell,and Chriſt,and all;ke will pay 
«hare of a!l hands that he may not bee troubled. 
his is obſcryable of mcn in great place, a great 
1a will have one or two good fervants in his 
awily, cocredit himſelf; that way, and hee will 
weaknaveand a drinkard too, that they may 
oſe with thoſe of that ranke, and ſo get credic 
1bota fides: burif che Goſpell beftege ch's man, 
nd the power of the Word flies in the very face 
f him, and hee muſt lay downe his owne aimes 
nd ends, and he muſt lay downe his applauſe of 
be world, and his owne credir, and his civilizing 
purſes, then they rarne head preſently, and are 
table to beare rhe authority of the truth, to 
oopethercunto, and be framed thereby (far the 
ords ſake thinke of it ) cheſe men entertaine 
hriſt in this caſe, as fometirnes men doe their 
tghbours,they cntertaine them lovingly if they 
| keeps within their bonnds, and looke to 
er owneground, that hee may ſuffer no harme 
' them, but now eo entertaine himas a Land- 
rd, and as a Conqueror, that hee ſhould rake all | 
om them, and chey depend upon him, this chey 
mot beare, Now the Saintsdoe. this,they can 
tfrtaine the Lord Teſusas a Landlord, and as a 
nmander ; bur theſe newters entertaine the 
_- and Chriſt as good neighbours 4 all the 
leche Goſpell troubles them not, and purs no 


» 


aad upon them, they will welcome itz bur if 
Nn me 
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_ the powepof the truth will by forcepreſſe ing 
on them, and make them either better or x 
they cannot beare it with patience, butare n; 
devilliſh fame with the power ofthe Goſpelltly 
15 revealed with evidence unto them : Letthe, 
- men know that they which are not with Chr 
are againſt Chriſt in Kis 2ccount, though ang 
Rand ſtillanddoe nothing, and thereforethiuk 
all ſball bee well wich him, and all ſhall beequa 
with him ; let him know that all the w 
which is done to Chriſt andto his Goſpell,uhid 
he ſces and aſſents unto, and 1s not-an hehe 
againſt, the Lord will require it at his bad, 
ard they are guilcy of it before the Lord: Cu 
ee Meroſh, curſe hi-n nith a bitter carſe, becauſelt 
_ ment not out ro helpe the Lord againſ} te mighty, | 
is nothing for a man to ſay I did not ſuch athing 
and I was loth ro put my finger in the fire delar 
Iwas callcd, I tell thee thou wert called toit;lat 
a man, ſuch a Miniſter, that ſaw the Goſpell | 
atthe ſtake, and had nor a heart to grieve toll 
and a hand to fuccour ir, hee is guilcie thered! 
the Lord will ſpew ſuch newrers out of 
mouth, 7 would thouwert either hot or cold, beea 
thou art neither, therefore. will ſpew thee omf# 
. month ; that is, either openly prophare,or ſow 
ly fincere,be ſomething, appeare in your _ 
either a Saint that may beſaved, orelic 3 


that may bee. damned z otherwiſe the Lordi 
vomit you our of his mouth : cold water BY 
digeſted, and a mans ſtomacke by hot wtf 

leaſt offended, but lake warme wate! pw 
| % ; 


\ 
\ 
*. 
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uhſome ; ſo the Lord bates and abhorsa luke- 


0 | ; 
Larme Laodiccan foote that 15 of no fide becauſe 


is got fir.cere hearted of any fide. 

The third and laſt fort is yeur fawning Hypo- 3 Ranke, 
rice who pretends extraordinary zeale forChrift, 
"nd exprefſcch outward] y much love fo goods 

efle, and will ſpeake for a good cauie, and hazard 
himſelfe therein 3 and yet when he bath doneail, 

.nd ſhowed himſeife a friend to Chriſt in profe(- 
08, hee proves 1n concluſion a moſt bitter ene- 

y: Saul wasjuſt ſuch a fawning Hypocrize, God 

commanded him to goe againſt the Amalekices, 15am ty. 3. 
1ddestroy all ; Now Sawl pretends great matters 
vhat he wogld doc,and what ke had donetor the 

Lord; and when $2-uel came to meet him, Saul 

ſaid, Bleſſed be thou of the Lord, T have per formed the 
ommandement of the Lord : as if he had ſaid, I am 
lad you are here,that I may give up my account, 

I have done what the Lord enjoyned me to doe, 
nd am glad that I may approve my heart unto 
hee herein 4 but Sa-awel preſently convinced bim 
nd aid, What means then this bleating of ſheege in 
nine eares, and this lowing of Oxen which 1 hearee As 
yo ſhould ſay, haſt thou done the commande- 
nent of the Lord? No, though I were filert, yct 
ne lowing of Oxen, and rhe bleating of Sheepe can te= 
he that Sawl is an hypocrite and adiſſembler, 

dhath not diſcharged nor performed the duty 
odcommanded him he bade kill a/, but thou 

laved ſome, But leaving theſe, I come a little 
diſcover divers other ſortsof Hypecrites 


Woneſt us, and they may beeranked into foure 
Nn 2 | , ſorts, 
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ſorts. Firſt, there is a whining Hypocrite: g 
condly, the wrangling Hypocrite : Thirdy,te 
 gloriows Hypoctite ; and fourthly, the projun 

euom Hypocrite.I ſhall hardly peruſe any ofthe; 
atthis tire, I will onely ronch the ſecordalitk 
which I thinke to bee ſeaſonable, and thatiste 
wrangling hypocrite : There are a compayd 
wretched men inthe world that fawn and fltt, 
and pretend to doe great kindneſſes, andthy 
profeſle they are at your command to ferve ju 
co doe what you will, and performe what jo 
pleaſe; but trie them and prove them, andja 
ſhall finde itotherwiſe, they will not openlyps 
fefle that they will not doe the thing, bur wha 
all comes to all, they pretend rhcſe andth:&iv 
conveniences will follew if they ſhould doett: 
they will not profeſſely ſay they willnotdoetir 
kindneſtc, but they will make a plea that th 
oughr nor, that they ſhouldnor doe it, andit 
agaiſt reaſon that you ſhould require it : 
theſe Hypocrires they refolye to live nolong, 
the; reſolve that they would not enjoy anytli 
mthis world, they would not bee any thing, 
doe any thing, but onely ſo farreas the Lord 
ſas may be honoured,and his Goſpel! promott 

If they thinke they ſhould promote the 
of Chriſt more another way than thicgheywa 
' Not and:reake it: bur when ic comes ro thiol 
that amin muſt leave his honour, and firings 
profits, which ſo neerly concerne him, fur( 
then (his cricke is this } hee doth nor profeſi 
ay, I will have pleaſure orprofit and not Ctr 
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burke will wrangle with Chriſt, 'and ſtand upon 
:carmes with God, and ſay, hee ought not to doz 
this, it is not fit he ſhoulddoe nt, thereis no come | 
mandfor the thing. Beloved, its admirable to 
obſerve che ſpirit of theſe men when the word. 
come: cleere to them, when the duty is revealed 
and required ar their hands ; Oh how they will 
ſearch farre and necre to invent arguments, fo 
make it no duty, and turce over all bookes, and 
(a5 he ſpake wittily ) rake the Devils Skn!l, that 
forhey may have ſome ſhifc noeto doe that which 
they ooght, It is a pretty trick to bee obſerved 
amongſt great men that followthe faſhion. Firſt, 
they reſolve ro conforme themſelyes to the Word 
of God revealed, but when the fathion comes up, 
they will plead for that too 2 and now the queſti= 
cnisnot what they muſt doe, but what they will 

| doe; for all faſhioas muſt bee lawful), becaule 
they arercſolved to uſe them. I will propound 
onc truth onely to thefe men ( obſerve rin thine 

owne {oule) doe not thinke ro wrangleont the 
rat, and to quarrell with the Goſpell, or to 

meany pretence againſt that way which God 

| katachalked our before thee, and againſt any du- 
ty God commands thee : Burt artthou in good 

arneſt, content that that ſhould bee true which 

God will have ro bee.true ? Art thou willing 

thoſe things ſhould bee nanghr, which the Word” 

of God faith are. naught ? - Mea may talke . 

Wiatthey will, but they have their reſervations 

ſtill, and there js a Jeague betweene them and 

\theirbaſe courſes which they will not bee con- 
Naz vinced 
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vinced of : There is a ſecret way of {ni 
which they will not leave, but plead forit, thy 
their Conſcience may not flic intheir faces, ai 
tiat they may not goeprofellely againſt they 
dence ofthe truth, Beloyed, thelemengirew 
contentment to Chriſt , but rotheir ownecy, 
rupt hearts, One gives content tothe faſhion wl 
weares thar, another gives content to his liver 
tie, hee will not bee hazarded: Thereforeln: 
will do any thing rathcr than he will be undone; 
now this man loves freedome, and notthetmth 
of Jeſus Chriſt, hee will not ſuffer im- 
|  priſonment for it. This gractous 
worke of the Spirit was 16+ 
ver wrought in theſe 
mens hearts, 


iy Cc * & 
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JOHN. 6. 45: 


yery man that hath heard and learned of: the 
Father, commeth unto mee, 


che will, which is the greatwheele 

a3 It were, the great commander 

2 of the ſoule; we are now come to 

Se the chimberof preſence: the for- 
meraffe&ions I toid you, they were but as hand- 
maids to uſher in Chriſt and the promiſes, The * 
minde faith, I have ſeene Chriſt; hopeſaith, I 
have waited, defire, T have longed ; love and 
joy lay, that is here which wee have received, 
andentertained, here is that which will ſupply 
all wants,that will overcome all corruptions,thar 
mercy thatwill pardon'all our finnes: then faith 
the will, content, ir ſhall be ſo, andrhis makes up 
thematch ; for now the match commerh tobee 
_ made, when the will faith Amen to the buſineſle : 
andthis is that great worke of the will,the ſpawn 
ad the ſeeds of fairh went before, now faith is 

| come tolome perfe@ion, now tHe ſoule repoſerh 
it-: 
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DoFrine. 


it ſelfe upon the Lord and Diviecs ſay, thathen 
commeth in taith , what the minde hath 


_. and hope expected, and defire longed for, ad 


loye embraced,then copmmeth inthe greatwhed, 
the great commander, tlic will, whichfairh [yi 
have it : Goe nofarther, 1t is the beſt matchme: 


can make; yon ſaw the ſeeds of faith beforeinth 


affections,but nw you ſhall ſce the root of fait, 
and the full growth of faich inthe. will. Sofran 
hence the point of Dodtrine is this, 
The will of a poore finner humbled and 
Iightned, comes to bee effeftually perlwadedhy 
the Spirir of the Father, to reſt upon the tre 
grace of God. in Chriſt, thar.it may bee intereſted 
therein, and have ſupply ofall Spiriraall was 
from ti1ence. | 
For the betrer clearing of this DoRtine, os 
ſider the(e foure particulars. {OY 
Firſt, the worke muſt be in an heart humbled 
and enlighrned 2: 
Secondly, the will muſt be effeftually;perim 
ded by the Spirit of the Father. ' #5 
Thirdly, by the power of this perſwaſion! 
caſts it ſelfe upon the richgraceand freemeryd 
God 1n Chriſt. #1 
Fourch!;, theend-ofeir, that it: may beets 


eſted intoali the good that is in the promile. 


| For by faith wee come to have a title tod 


| Matever Chriſt purchaſed, and God hathpreſ® 


red for. his people; and as by- infidelity. 
went from©od,fonowby faith we come again" 


Fa 
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"Tor the firſt paſſage, thisgrace of faith, the root 1, Partical, 
hercofis ſeared in the will, it.1$1n-an heart hum- ix tbe dofr. 
1d and enlightened, if either of theſe two bee 
vanting,it is not poſſible, that ever ſound ſaving 
4ich ſhould be inthe ſoule : I doe not now dif- 
we of the meaſure of theſe, how farre a man 
maſt bee humbled, and how much enlightened, 
heſe [ have handled before, I abate a man of the 
nzafare, and leave that to thejgood pleaſure of 
od, but the heart muſt bee truly humbled, and 
oundly enlightened. | | 
Firſt, The heart. muſt be humbled, that is, loo- 
J from ſinne and from ſelfe; if che foule be not 
us truly humbled, there is no roome for faich, 
or the worke of humiliation cleeres the coaſt, 
ndclenfeth the roome; for if the ſoule of a poore 
znner be not looſened from (anne, and made wea- 
of it, bat takes faſt hold of it, as /eremae faith, 
hey hold faſt to deceit, and would not returne; lo 
W'cnaman will hold bis pride and his corrupti- 
ns, that man is carelefleof Chrift, and not onely 
d, butalſo oppofit from guing to Chriſt, he will 
ot goe to Chriſt, that he may receive power for 
? \ubduing, of his corruptions, becauſe he is re- 
dlyedto keepg his finne ſtill, and therefore know, 
at its not poffible to receive Chriſt, and to 
leave tO finne toO, | 
Scondly, ſuppole the ſoule be cruly burdened, 
dthe heart be ſurcharged with ſinne, and che 
ext ſcethan abſolute neceſlity of a change, and 
elaich, if this be certaine, then Lam a miſerable 
Wl, andeither I muſt reforme my way, or elſe 
Oo periſh 
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periſh in my way z now when the ſouleizcm 
co this, if the heart will yer ſhift for irſelfs,ay 
thipke to recover it ſelfe, ſeeing it muſt ne 
change, it will change ir ſelfe,ic will hinder fi 
for whatſoever it is that kcepes a man in tin 
ſelfe, thatalwayes hinders the worke of faith, ft 
faith ever goes out to another for grace ad 
power toeaſe himofcorruption;and for ſte 
to ſubdae his ſinnes z if the ſole ſay, cite] 
need not change, or if I muſt change, In 
change my ſelfe, and ſave'my ſclfe, wharna 
have I of a Saviour: theſe hinder faith, they 
fore if ever faith be there,the heart muſt haretly 
. wrought, he muſt ſee himſelfe in a loft conditia 
that is, that by all the meanes under heaven 
cannot ſuccour himſelfe, this is the meaning 
that phraſez Lake 19, 10. The Lord Jeſm cam 
ſecke and 0 ſave that whichwas loſt, a loſtmu,b 
deedevery man is loſt under the powerot in 
and dominion of Saran, but he mult ſee himk 
loſt ; how the guilt of finme is condemning 
and therefore {oſt in regard of pardon toi 
him, and alſo howhe is polkited, and there 
loſt inregardof power to ſubdue corruptiong 
when heſeeththis indeed,that nothing can 
him bur a Chrift, then the ſoult makes ont 
Chriſt, this is the meaning of that place; John, 
| I2, To a6 many as received him. he yave, oe, 01 | 
we muſt receive a Chriſt, when we are goie® 
of ourſelves by hamiliation, then are we fitt0ff 
| toGed bywocation. —_ ' 
Queſt, But maynot amanbelecye, and is it 101 1 
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———leeve,nnlefſe aman be thus humbled? 


| It js awful at any time (if thou canf) but I. 


j,ic is impoſſible forthec tO beleeve,untilichon 
\chus humbled : as 7obn 4- 44+ the Lord Chriſt 
mest0 the Phariſees, and ſaich, / know you will 
ut come t0 ace, char you may beleeve © nay in the 
zext place he faith, How can ye beleeve that receive 


Anſw. 


ow0ur 002 of anocher £ how Canſt thou beleeve in | 


ie Lord Jeſus Chriſt to ſubdue thy luſts, and yer 
-ouldſt bee uncleane ſtill, and live in thy loſts 
11> how canſt thou beleeve in Chriſt romaſter 
hy rebellious heart, and yet wouldeſtbe rebelli- 


os (till? it is impoſſible ; heaven and earch can= 


zot meet together, no more can theſe two ſtand 
ogether z therefore ſer your hearts at reſt; a 
nan muſt be truly humbled and broken hearted, 
(ever he beleeve. | 

| Secondly, the foule nufi be enlightened; I 
pyne theſe two together in- this clauſe , for 


Dough faich be above reaſon, yet it is with rea». 


on; 1t 1s not that colliers faith of the Papilſts, 
nat pur out his owne eyes toſce by another 
ans: this is a delufion and an implicite faith z 
herefore, I {ay,a man muſtbe inlightened ta ſee 


W"* grace, and mercie, and freeneffe of Gods love 


Chriſt : 3s Pſal, 119. 10. They that know: thy name 
al put their truſt in thee; it 19 againſt common 
aſe, thatthe ſoule of a man, thatisreaſonable, 
n011d fall upon any thing, and reſt it ſelfe there, 
nd yer n?ver ſeerh whether it bee a. ſufficient 
cipe Or no 2 this.is: by the way of preparation. 

ItiscffeQually perfivaded by the Spirir of the 

Oo xz : © Father, 


2, Particul, 
m the doar , 


it 


C 
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a. 


Father, to reſt it ſelfe,8&c, this I adde in the þ 
cond place upon the ſame ground, becauſe a my 
hath no legs of himſclfe to bee carried to th 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, tobeleeve in him, further thy 
God doth convey this, and communicate to th 
foule, aman naturally is as well able tokeepeth 
law, which is doe and live, as hee 1s of himſlf, 
(in himſelfe ſo confidered ) to beleeye in the 
Goſpell, and to keepe the ſecond covenant « 
grace, which is beleeve and live : but the dif 
rence is here, the Goſpell requires abilirie, ad 
gives it; the Lord cals ns to come, and inablezy 
tocome,; whereas the law revealcs a mans cy 
' ruptions , bur never gives him power apzlnl 
them; but as the Lord called Zazrm, fo the 
Lord gave Lavarw power tO riſe ; ſo when tie 
Lord cals a poore finner, he gives ſtrength ad 
ſpirituall abiliry ro come, according to the ca 
which the Lord reveales, that he-may come if 
thar ſaving and precious faith, (as S. Peter calsN) 
therefore it is of neceſlity required, that 45 ti 
foule bcleeves, the Lord muſt give ſtrengthihe 
it may beleeye, and therefore it is effcQuallypr 
{waded. | $75 

| Now that 1 might meet with that erronw 
opinion of Pelagians, conſider what I ay, 5 
tay it isof neceffity required, that a poore fink! 
have his minde inlightcned, bur the will of mt 
unaltered, and left freeto' refuſe or chuſegri 
if it pleaſe; ſo- thatthey put a kinde of abtifÞ 
the will, to take or refuſe Chriſt and grace vill 


.* 


1.15 offered ; buthere is adeepe miſtak6; 


l 


—_—_— 
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the will of man is as farre averſe from God, as 
| the minde is blinde, nay icis more averſe from 
God thanthe minde is blinde,and it is more hard 
tobe framed: therefore there muſt be this effe- 
| Quall perſwadiog, as the underſtanding muſt 
haye the trath cleeredeo ſee a Chriſt, fo the will” 
maſt be perſwaded, that it may receive power 
&om-bim 3. as it is with the ſea and the thames, 
there is ebbing and flowing ; now the naturall 
Philolophers obſerve, that the ebbing and flow: 
ing comes not from any inward proper principle 
of it{elfe, but the light and heat of the moone. 
| leaves its beames upon the water, and drawes 
the water after ic; this makegit to flow, and when 
the moone 1s gone, the water 'rcturnes backe 
| 2paine, and this1s ebbing : juſt ſoit 1s with the 
foule of aman humbled and enlightened,there is 
nopower in the tonle ro goeany further than ir 
| ſelfe,to How uncoa Chrift,! and to goe towards 
the promiſes, turther chan the Lord lers ig,hy the 
power of his Spirit, the beames of his mercie, up- 
on the foule, and ſheds inthe frecnefſe of his 
grace into the hearr, and'that makes rhe ſoule 
flow againe, ſo that as it ebbed and went away 
from Godby finne, ſo it now flowes and comes 
|toGod aga ne; but it is. þy the power and Spirit 
of God, 
Now if you aske mee what it is to have the 
ns perlwaded of Gods goodnefſe in 
riſt; 
[r1snothing elſe but chis: firſt; as ir is undeniably 
Qo's -- © - iul:ghrened,' 


F WR 


_ inlighrencd, to fee this mercie of God, ſbthar 
comes in a {ireame of the freeneſſe andrichez 
Gods grace, and dath affe&_ the heart withdy 
ſweetnefle andrelliſh of Godsgrace, thatitfindsy 
a marvellous ſ(weetnefle in ir. Secondly,whatisi 
ra be effetually perſwaded? It is thasmuch,ner4 
 tonichand away, andalicrle ſip and begone, na 
a keurly kjinde of taſting : bur take notice of 
theſe two things 1n it , Firſt, when the prevailing 
\weetneſle in the promiſe, and that goodne(ſey 
the promiſe 18 let in by the Spirit of theLov, 


that it ſinkes into the heart roots, and it comes. 
_ take poſſeſhon of the ſonle of an humble fine, 


and 'isnext the fone, there is nothing next tit 
 ſoule but that: the world and pleafure, &c, ar 
without the heartz bur the goodnefle of thepre- 
miſe, and the frecneſſe of Gods grace hath i 
 privie chamber inthe hearrof a man : this tut 

. to be the meaning of that phraſe of rootingte 


prowilſe in the heart; and rhis was the fauitd 


the ſtorly ground-hearers ; Matth. 13.21.7 
feed grew up ſuddenly, and perifhedſuddenly + whji 


becauſe it had nor depth of earth; the (eedotiut 


promiſe had nor the depth of his heart :borther 
was aſtone in the heart, and the world lay nel 
the heart z anda ſtone of luſt and pride wab® 
_tweene the word\of the Lord and the heart, b 
that the promiſe had not root : and henceR W 


Nightly affe&ed with therruth, bur never tb 


powerfully, tohave it goe downe to the roots 

the lieart : thegood word of the Lord in this 

comestothe heart, not as an owner, ye 
FL | __  velloln; 
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is is the meaning of ther place: Hoſea 2, 
14. 1 wil allure her, and draw ber inco the wilder- : 
ſe, that 13, by preparation, and rben 1 will peake 
comfortably to her ; chat is, I will fpcake to her 
heart; ſO it 151n the original! 2 there 15 akinde of 
rrevailing fweernefſe of the grace of God in 
Chriſt; that will be at the roots ot the hearr, that 
ir may give allowance antoit : now marke what 
followes from hence, and this is the firſt part of 
the effeuall perſwading of the heart, when the 
heart Caith, away with profir, and the world, and 
all, letme have the Lord and his grace; Oh that 
goestothebortome of the heart ! hence it is that 
theſoule thus prevailingly is ſweerned with the 
goodnefle of the promiſe,can taſte nothing in the 
8 world withont this It is now outof love with all 
other things, it had loved and doted on before 
oſt immoderatly, the ſweetneſſe of the pro- 
miſchathſtolne away the heart of a poore ſinner, 
and gottenthe good will of the ſoule to be only 
for Chriſt, and to have his heart to cloſe with 
Chriſt, and robe nothing in the world without 
him; this effeftnall perſwading, itis the meaning 
of that place : AR. 3.19. 4mend your lives, repent 
nd turne,that your finnes my be done away ; repent 
and be conyerted,that is, be truly prepared in the 
rorke of humiliation ; and be converted, thar is, 
avea throngh heat of the heart forgrac? in vo- 
cation, that your finnes may be done away in ju- 
cation : ſo thenwhen the ſoute is firſt hum- 
bled in preparation,and the hearc now all for the 
Lord Jeſns Chriſt, and can zaſte nothing bur 
Chriſt, 
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Chriſt, and nothing in regard of him, ard Gy 
hath gotten hisgood will, thenfollowes juſtife, 
tion, that your-ſfinnes may be blotredout : thy 
was the praQice of the repenting Church, whe 
the Lord had hedged ber way, and builtawi 
that ſhe could nor finde her old lovers , Hoſ.2,, 
at Jaſt rhe Chureh ſaich,'T. will rerurne tomy fl 
hwband, for then it was better wich me thannon, » 
if the Church had ſaid, Oh the-mercies of Gol 
and the conſolation of Chriſt, are better than 
my delights jn ſinne ! the ſoule comes nowtofe 
a bettering in Chriſt ; Oh to ave my heartpu: 
 ged, and my finnes remitted, it were betterthat 
to wallow in my luſts ftill ! now the heartis 6 
_ Ing our of the world to the Lord Jeſas Chnk, 
when there is an overpowering vertne oftte 
ſweetnefſe of the promilſe, that prevailes withtie 
ſoule aboye all , and affeRs the heart with te 
good thereof, more than all the reſt , this istha 
tobe effeQually perſwaded, Now the willus 
che heart is gone that way, letall the rempratid 
and the darling delights of finne come innet 
ſofaſt: yer the prevailing power of Fn wy. 
out bids,and goes beyond all theſc,andaffethi 
heart more than all theſe : I would have you 
raine thoſe things, that ye may trie whole tt 
areſound : many pretend to have a lingerings 
fire after Chriſt, and to ſeeme to bee for Cn 
and yet the worke was neyer ſound, the) RE 
never perſwaded, powerfully , as I now ipt# 
and as there isa ſtrong and effeQual! perlwallh 
fothere is a kinde of hourly and fecbleper® 


> —_—. 
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Ing, and a ſlight motion of it : the Feart may 
-m to make out toward Chriſt, & yet never get 
7 becauſe it was never effe tually per.waded ; 
ble gh motions and heurly perſwaltons are 
+ the i:nt:mely birth of a woman, that vaniſh- 
haway.and comes to nothing 1n the end, 
Many a man hath bad his eyes opened and the 
2ernefle of the promilſe revealed, and rhe ſonle 
4 begun to purpoſe, and to be at a hay, now 
ay, and chen he will goe to Chr'ſt, and yer ſinks 
ovreagaine and falls back and periſheth ever- 
it'ogly, As it is with a waggon that palletn by a 
rgerous pit, being well loaden;whicih if itpaſſe 
6: by, bee is undone, he 1s at a ſer : wcll, they 
Ill uſecheir-sk111, they pull with might & maice, 
d now'it_ is going, and then it is comming z it 
cverat a hay, now hay : atlaſt the traces breake 
nd it falls downe_irrecoverably. So it is with a 
rnall falfe hearted Hypocrite,that harh had ma- 
y of theſe tceble perſvafions to pluck a baſe 
le heart from his corruptions: the Lord hath 
«ome hand upon him by the terrours of the 
w, and let in ſome -intimationef mercy, and 
lim ſee what gocd he might have if he would 
ct from his finnes, and he hath many-goodre- 
tions; the drunkard will be drunke no more, 
*adulterer will bee uncleane no more, andthe 
udperſon will never be proud any more ; it is. 
at 4 hay, now hay : bur becauſe hee is not = 
aually perſwaded, hee falls off from hishalfe 
ping with God, and is wholly oyercome with 
"1c never tobe recovered mere ; this was the 
TY practice 


The Soules effeuall calling zo Chriſt, | 


pracice of Agrippa, AF, 26.27. where Paul fhem 
ing his converſation, and what God haddonefy 
him; when Aprippakeard this, he waeva, 
dead lift and ſaid, Thou haſt almoſt perſwaded wy 
become aChriftian, almoſt holy, & almoſthumil; 
and almoſt to forſake my finnes, I will nexerl 
more malicious againſt God, and as theorign 
word ſaith, Theu baft aloft perſwaded mecinifn 
things , but hee never came to any good at al 
This is the guiſe of many that come toſome on; 
ward reformation, and get ſome knowledge, a 
ſome parts, and ſome duties performed, foths 
a man would thinke they were making foryul 
toward Chriſt, and yer they recoyleandfallbai 
againe to thcir old baſe courſes molt fearful 
Ofthis generation was this ſpoke, Heb. 6.4.1 
had a taſte of th: Heavenly pift, that is, favingfii 
they liked the promiſe, but it was never atit 
heart roots. Oh, ſaid they, comfort, cale andls 
yationis good to be had, bur they didnotty 
dowae the promiſe and diſgeſt it, and matt 
2oodblood, they wanted this ſound perſwalt 
ſomewhat was neerer to the heart thanthew 
miſe andtherefore it came tonorhing. Anti 
crite that is tickled and hath ſome flaſhy del 
as the ſtony'ground was, is a littic affected 
the Wordof God, 'This man may entertatti 
ſome kinde of hourely periwaſion, ſomewil 
the promiſe for ſome reſpedt : the promiſe 33 
that God will pardon the iniquity of his pi Sd 
children, andeaſe them of all cheir miſcries, ne 
gloritie chem for ever, The Hypocrite heate , = 


Mc 2 a 2 
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-© chere is ſalvation to be had, and grace 15 now 
WL fered : ( Ohit is precty, faith the ſoule) then I 
02 it is poſſible for ſomething to come tomy 
We; inconcluſion hee enterraines the promiſe 
Wo pardon him; but the promiſe and the prevai- 
Ying power of itgoe not deep? enough toloote 
im from bis corcuptions, and to purge him ; hce 
ould lip of the promiſes, but make a mcale of 
Qis luſts : But a good hearc doth the contrary, 
ic promiſe is the ſtanding diſh, and the Lord 
ſus Chriſt tobe loved and embraced, that 1s his 
Wealc: 01cly he may ſip now and then athis luſts 
d co:ruptions, The Hypocrite will. have his 
fe haunts and his corruptions ſtill, but in the 
neane time hee could bee content to thinke on 


hriſt ro pardon him, andchat theſe evils might 


otbefall him, 
Now you ſee what it is to bee effetually per- 
waded, nothirig but God can doe this, and in 
lsltes the excellency of faith, to reſt ir ſelfe up» 
ithefreenefſe of Gods grace, that it mzy have 
pintereſt in the good thereof; that is the end 
(faith, there lies the marrow offaith, that is the 
Ertue and ſpicituall efficacy of faith ; that as hope 
ated for mercy, and deſire longed for it, and 
ead joy welcomed it! and they all bringthe 
Onile home to the ſoule : fo then the will 


th, Amen, Lord, let itbeſo, I will goe no fur- 


ir, It is imthiscaſe as it was with the woman 
vumatia, tohn 4.29. When Chriſt had opened 
Fyesand ſhewed her the vilenes of her heart, 


d allo told her that ſhee had ſeyen Hasbands, 


Pp 3 faying 
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ſaying thou art anadalterous woman; now wha 


ſh? had heard this, away ſhi e goes to theCij, 


.and ſaid, Behold, a man that hath told mee ti; 


' ever Tdid, ts not he the Chriſt 2 Juſt fo all they, 


Foure things 
. or As, 


AT 1, 


ſe&tions come to the will the great commander 


 andplead in this caſe, and thus begin to firm 


withthe heart. Oh, ſaith hope, I have waited 
this goodneſle of the Lord, and my eyes harefis 
led with looking for it: And deſire ſaith, 
have longed for this goodnefle, and ſaithlor, 
have received it ; and joy ſaith, I have fe|:the 
ſwcertneſſeof it: 15 not this mercy worth thers 


ceiving 2 Then the will ſaith, fs it ſoinde(! 


haſt thou waiced for ir, hope ? and haſt tly 
longed for it,deſirc ? and haſt thou felt the ſee 
neſfle of it, joy 2? then we will all goctothatme: 
Cy and ſccke no further, Let baſe corruption 
and luſts doe what they will, wee wi/l goetoth 
mercy,andrepoſe our ſelves thereih.Now thi 
ſting of ic ſelf diſcovers a foure-fold aQ: 
Firſt, ic implyes-a going: out of the ſoulet 
Chriſt, that te ſoule runnes and reachcth afar: 
Chriſt, fora man can never reſt 01ath'ngb:b! 
he come to lay hold on it, and to deliveralls 
ſtrength, and lay all his weight upon it. Ti! 
Implied neceſſarily, and it is one maine 
att of faith, whenthe ſovle ſeerh this, t atk 
Lord Jeſus ishis aid, and moſt eaſe himandſ® 
don his fines: then let us goe to that Chrif, 
he, ſee what onr Saviour faith, obs 6. 35. # 
rommeth to me ſhall never bunger, andhee tha# 
veth in mce ſhall never thirſt : the phrakc — 
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7 ming and belecving they are both one 2 Jer, 3.22. 
&Þ here the Prophet makes the anſwer of the- 
| humblc ſinner, the Lordcalls upon by his Spirit, 
| nd ſets on his mercy etfetually, and ſaith, Come 
s ome gee rebellious ſinners, and T will heale your re- 
| }-Jiozs, Though a poore Miniſter ſpeake rhe 
| word, yet the Lord from heaven ſaith, come to 
# meye looſe hearted, &&c. Now this voy ce com- 
# ming home to the heart, and the - prevailing: 


ſwectneſſe of the call oyerpowring the heart, the 


EZ foule anſwers, Behold-we come for thou art the 
Z Lordour God. The ſoule goes out and falls and 
& flings itſzIfe upon the riches of Gods grace thus 


& {ctled and revealed 3 Come to mee all yee tha; are 
@ xeary (faith Chriſt 2) when the Lord ſaith come, 
& 1have mercy, though thou haſt none: and I haye 
$ comfort, though thou haſt none; nay, Inotonly 
E laveit, butam ready tobcſtow it: and come to 
# metho1 poore burthened finner, I have under- 
& taken for thec, - and I will eaſe and helpe thee. 
& Now as for you that were never humbled nor 
$ brought low, God will pull downe your proud 


_ hearts, and make you-ſtoope : but you that have 
deene burthened, and have ſeens your ſinn*s, and 
| moarned under the loathfome burchen of them; 


toall ſuch the Lord ſiith, Come to mee rhou poore 


yg vrolen hearted ſinner, I will heale thee; and T have 


undertaken for thee + we goe then (ſaith the will) 


| tordar Chriſt, and that promiſe,and that mercy, 


*ndthar grace that will pardon all; and ſubdue 


| whatſoever is amiſſe.--It is with a ſinner, as it 


with a Sca-faring man that is toſſed with the 
Pp 3 windes, 


—_— 


The SoulereffeFuall calling 0 Chriſt © 


windes, and driven to a hard et with thetem, 
peſt, hce labours to betake himſelfeto a ſhelts 
and to land at ſome Haven, 

This is the nature of belecving in the Hebiey 
phraſe, as Eſa.2 5.4. Thou ha ft beene a firengthin tle 

poor and needy in trouble,a refuge againſt the tempef, 
& a ſhadow againſt the heat Ec. Now when apor 
{fianer 1s weather-bcaten, and can ſee no com. 
fort, and findeno evidence for the pardon of hi 
finnes; the Lord is pleaſed ro make knowne the 
gooancfle of Chriſt through the promiſe: then 
theſoule ſhrowds it ſelfe under that ſh:dow and 
that goodneſle thus offered and revealed Pſa, 
I 18.11.Davids foule had gotten away from God, 
and he began to quarrell with Godsprovidenc, 
ſaying, 1 ſaid in my baſte, all mes are liars, ſee what 
an haſty ſpiritis, hee hoyſed up faile upontie 
maine Ocean, and he had imaginations andeot- 
clufions of feare and deſpaire : Arlaſthegottit 
Haven againe, andfaid, where arc thou,Ohny 
ſoule ? thou haſt gone from God, and fromIs 
promiſe; Returne to thy reſt, O my ſoule, letusgo 
to the promiſe, and keepe us there to ſee land 
and make baſte to it, and labour to hold the hear 
cloſe ro the Lord Jeſas Chriſt : now the ſouk! 
come to Chriſt. 

The nexc AR of reſting is this, it layes il 
hold upoa Chriſt, and when the Lord ſaith, ('* 
my Love, my Dove, and: come away ; beh01d,! 
come ( faith we? and when ſhe 15 come, ſhc fl 
nethupon Chriſt and faith, wy Beloved is mjne al 

Jamba: When ſhe is come to Chriſt, ſheen 


p—_ __ i. —_ 
The Sowles effec uall calling to Chriſt, 


| "Ot away againe. InchcHebrew phraſe,to beleeye 
«nothing elſe but. 4-enz the Heathen fay that 
* :canſver of a man isrhi1s, let it be done, which 
2 hou haſt promiſed, that's faith. Soafter che ſoule | 
& hath walked agreat while in horrour and vexati= 
= on, andthe ſoule finks in-the apprehenſion of ir; 
 theLord lets in the comfort of his promiſe, and 
© (ith, thou poore burdaed heart, thy perſon jsac- 
7 cepted ; thou art unworthy, but Chrift is wor- 
© cy; thou arc (infull, bur hee is mercifull, Now 
EZ when the ſonſe heares this voyce, it ſaith, even 
Z 4anlord, letitbe ſo Lord, This is the hold of 
Z the heart, hope and deſire, love and joy have diſ- 
Z ccmed a world of mercy; and the will faith, ſo 
& beir, let us ſtay and hold here, and goe no fur 
& ther. Eſay 64.7. There i noze that calleth on thy 
= Name, neither that ftirreth up himſcife to cake hold 
Z 7 thee, Faith layes hold on tFEe Lord, and will nor 
@ ltmercy goe, bur cleaves anto it, it is ſweet to 
@ fee faith in conflict with the Lord, When a 
& man hath it, as in Tb, ſee how faith holds its 

| owne, God males h1m eventhe Buttof his wrath 

Y (25 1t were) but Zob faith, though he ley mee, gi © 

8 will craft in him. Me thinkesT ſee how the Lord 

& makes his hand all goare blood, and yet faith 

& holds his owne ; itis able ro faſten it ſelfe upon 

8 the promiſe of God in Chriſt. 1 King. 20.32,33» 
when Abab was deeply provoked with adrunken 
_ Pexadad, who ſaid,rake hims alive,gyr. they entred 
the combat : now when the day went againſt 
3erb:dad (for hee had deale baſely with Ahab) 


t2\tcecould not with any face looke fos any fa- 
vour - 


=" —o— 
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vour from him , yet when hce was driven to 
ſtand,his ſervants (being worſe than their maſter 
came to him and 1aid, Wee haye heard thit th 
Ki 1gs of 1ſrael are mercifull Kings, wepraytheela u 
pur ropes about our neckes, and ſackelsth on 0ur hyny, 
5. Becauſe rhe pcore lervants were like tocone 
icto danger as well as their maſter, they wentty 
Ah45 and ſaid, thy {ervant Benhidad (aith, 1 pro 
c/:ee ler me live: and Abab (aid, is he yet alive, hey 
my trother ; and the ſervants carched atthat word 
and ſaid he 1s yer alive,and they went away rejoin, 
This is alively pictare of a broken hearted (inner, 
after he hath taken up armes againſt the Almigh 
ty, ſaying ; ſhall he be ar Gods command? hewil 
never doe it whileſt the world ſtands ; but hewil 
have his luſts, his profit and cafe, $0. and tht 
Lord and hee are at open warres , and nowtix 
Lord lets in juſtice, and hee ſeeth the anger o 
God bent againſt him, and even frowningupot 
him,and the wrath of the Lord dogging himfron 
day today, ſaying thou art an enem; to me (ſath 
the Lord) and I will beancnemy tothee, Not 
the foule ſeeth thar he cannot avoid juſtice, nt 
ther can hebeare ir; and therefore the ſouletts 
ſons thus : I have heard that though I am att 
bellious finner,.yer none bur ſinners are pat 
ned; he is a gracious God,and therefore the (out 
falls downe at the footitoole of rhe Lord, nl 
faith, .Oh whar ſhall-I doe ! What ſhall [6 
unto thee, Oh thou preſerycr. of men! 

broken hearted and terrified ſinner craves tit 
he may yet livein the fightof the Lord. And 


—_— 
LA 


| TheSouleseffeBuall calling to Chrift. 


Ct 


| 301 


it when the ſoule hath beene ſufficiently hum» 
þ1cd, the Lord lets in hjs ſweet voice of mercy, 


End fait), Thou art my ſonre, and thy ſinnes are ' 


Z.:rdoned : with that the ſoule carcheth ar that 
Wnercy, andfaich mercy Lord, anda ſonne Lord, 
Edird91Lord, and love Lord, the fculc is mar- 
&<lous willing to heare of rhat conſideration : 


But ic will not away from the Lord againe: as 


hey carched at the words of 4bab, andſaid, thy 
Writher livethz, ſo tic ſonle ſaith beleevingly, and 
&ccho-like, pardoned Lord, acceprcd Lord, love 
nd mercy in Chriſt Lord : the heart holds ir ſelfe 
hcre. Itisthe faſhion of a drownirg man, when 
ee ſeeth himſelfe going and ſinking, if any man 
ometo helpe him, when he bath raken hold, hee 
will rather die, than leave him, hee holds for his 
fe: Juſt ſoit is with a drowning ſinner, thartis 
ofled up and downe with the floods of Gods in- 

J'pnation, 
| He that formerly made nothing of all, and a 
Wnock of Chriſt, and thought hee might goe to 
«en with all his luſts, now. the Lord opens his 
yes, and ſets upon him, and tofſes him up and 
own, that the heart ſmites with ir ; and hee 
ecth himfelfe loft, and going downe to the pit, 
ndhee expefts rothing bur damnation ; and at 
aſt che Lord lets ina record of mercie, aud the 
ronuſe of grace and ſalvation ; when the ſoule 
cares hereof, hee catcheth it greedily, and 
nowes if that faile, his ſonle muſt needs faile, 

nd therefore he willneverlet it goe. 

The third att of reſting is this, it flings the 
Qq _ weight 
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waight of all its occaſions and troubles up 
Chriſt, as the porter that is weary of his wag 
. and hath no way to helpe himſelte, bur to be & 
ſed of his burden : ſo when the ſoale hath (y. 
ned upon Chriſt, it layes all the waight of all 
guilt and power of carruptions upon the Loy 
Jeſus Chriit ; Chriſt hath promiſed togive « 
and power to pardon ; and the ſoule now lag 
all upon him, as #ſ#l. 35. 7. Commit thy wiſutk 
Lord, and truft in hirs; commir thy way, that 
the waight of all thy occaſions : roule thy wy 
upon the Lord, as it is with a barre!l thatismn 
bled up and dowae ; the earth beares the way 
of the barrell, but ſome body moves it: {o ti 
foule caſts the waight of all 1ts diſgrace, dil 
nour, ternpration, and all upon Chriſt : Eſz154 
10. Hee that walkes in darkneſſe and hath nolight,i 
him truft in the name of the Lord, and flay uit 
God; that is,if any man be inextremes,hopekik 
in miſery, and ſeethno helpe for himſelfe, 
ther in himſelfe,nor the creature, and walks 
deſperate diſcouragement, and hath nolights 
camfort , let him truſt upon the name of it 
Lord,and ſtay upon his God : as when amin@ 
not goe of himſelfe, hee layes the waight of 
his body on another ; fo the ſoule goes't 
Chriſt, and laves all the waight of it ſelfe ups 
Chriſt, and faith, I have nocomfort, all my6 
comforrs I lay npon Chriſt, and I relie up" ( 
Lord for comfort and conſolation : and whentX 
foule hath thus leancd upon Chriſt, it lea! 
ſelte there, and fucks and drawes all the i" 
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© :t:ticnceds from Chriſt. Car. 8. 5, Who w this 
that commeth up from the wilderneſſe,leaning pon ber 
© ;-lved? the party comming isthe Church, the 
Srildcrnefſe is the troubles and vyexatians the 
Church meets withallz and the beloved is the 
SLord Jeſus Chriſt : now the Church comes oat 
of trouble, and ont of her ſzlfe, and leanes her 
#{:ife all upon her husband the Lerd Jeſus Chriſt : 
ſhe only walked with him, but he bare all che bur- 
den for her: and as the Jewes after their Paſſe- 
over had their feet ſhod wirh ſandals, and ſtaves 
bn their hands ; the promiſe to the ſoule is like 
at ſtaffe, which did teftifie the promiſe : when 
we arc going to the land of Canaan, the promiſe 
df grace and mercy is the ftaffe which wee leane 
pron; and it is not a broken ſtaffe that will 
Jaile us,but a ſtrong ſtaffe which a man may truſt 
0, and lay all the waight of life and happinefſe 
ppon it,and the ſubdaing of his finnes alſo; 1 Per. 
5-7, Caſt all your care on him, for be careth for you : 
heoriginall 1s, hurle your care upon the Lord ; as 
aminſhould ſay, ſaffer not your care to re- 
oundbacke againe, but hurle it upon the Lord, 
a mandoth with a ball, when ir rebounds hee 
Kats 1t backe againe : the Lord will not thanke - 
on for carrying your cares and troubles abent 
2, but he requires yoa ſhould hurle ir upon 
ne Lord,tor hecarcth for you, 
| Alltharfaith would have the ſoule doe, is this : 
rft,charthe ſoule ſhould labour to finde ont the 
ieanes of grace; Secondly, that it ſhould pra- 
ice what icknowes; Thirdly, that it improve 
Qq 2 all 
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all meanes when it bath gotten them : noy thy 
ir may bee able to doe this, faith layes allth 
weight of the worke end burden of theday Vpot 
the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, ſo that I ſhall know wy 
Tſhoulddoe, orthe- Lord will pardon what Ids 
not know ; and cither I ſhall be able to doe whe 
I know, or elſe God will accept of my poote es 
devonrs; and either I ſhall finde ſucceſſe inthi 
L doe, or elſe God will make me contented; þ 
that all the burden is gone : therefore whati 
cheu doeſt not know what thou ſhould(: de, 
ſecing Gcd will pardon thy ignorarce? andytu 
if thou doſt not. that which thou kroweſt, if Gol 
will pardon thee inic ? and what if theu haſtno 
that ſacceſle thou deſireſt, if God will acceptd 
thee without it ? and therefore David chids 
his owne heart, and rocks his owne foulcalleey: 
where it wasgolling:; ?ſal. 42. Why art thi 
 downe, 0 my ſoule? gc. Tam baniſhed fronm 
houſe, and from my friends, and eſpeciallytat 
the houſe of my God; and have not I cauſeto 
diſquieted 2 no hee had not ; but how (bal! 
amend my felfe in all theſe troubles? ſtill tk 
 1inGod,tor heis yer the helpe ofmy countenunt 
| andmy God, and I will yet give him praiſe: 3l 
he had ſaid, thou ſhalt nor need to be diſtrat 
+ diſcouraged, nor vexed inordinately; fill 
| inGod, andcaſt allthy care upon him: thei 
| full foule viewes all his ſinnes thar he hath# 
| mitred,and all the miſeries that are intended 
| 1oflicted; and when ict hath done all,it concuy 
thus withit ſelfe, and ſaich,Ir is not in my pF 
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© -vitis rot my duty to determine of all theſe 


; I Llay all the weight of my (innes upon 
T chit to pardon them , and all che weight of 
T my corruptions to ſubdue chem,and then I know 
@ ;-willcare for me, that hath undertaken merci- 
T k1ly for me ; all-my care 1s to Jeane upon my 
T $4yiour andthis is my comfort, he will loole to 

L me,though I cannor doe it for my {clfe. | 
* The fourtha& of repoſing the Spirit ( which 
T makes it up) is this, (and chis indeed js the nature 
C of taich) it drawes vertue, and derives power 
from the Lord Jeſus Chriſt. tor ſuccour and ſup» 
ply; hereis che eſpeciall life of faith, andir is the 
very words of Scriprure,or elſe I durſt not ſpeake 
ſ{muchof ir, bur chatrhe Scripture layes it open 
in this manner 2 faith findes all in the promiſe, 
and terchech all from the promile that ir needs 2 
8 25when.a man hath proviſion of meat and money: 
m his houſe; if any man ſay tohim, where ſhall 
we have ſuch and (uch things ? Oh, ſaith he, I will 
| goe ferch rhem : ſoit 15 with the nature of faith, 
it goes for mercy, and grace, and comfort in 
Chriſt, it knowes. tis to bee hid from him, and 
therefore fetcheth all from him, it drawes and 
ſuckes the {weetrefſe of the promiſe : as it.was 
viththe womaurhat bad the bloudy ifſue z Mar, 
921,22, 0h, faith (ſhe, could I bat touch the bem of 
Ps garment, I ſhauld be whols :; and to ſhe did, and 
vercue came from him , and ſhee was healed of 
all hergrievances that lay upon her: fo itis with 
a aithfnll toule chat roucheth ' the Lord Jeſits 
Ciriſt, it layes hold bar a liccle on the promiſe, 
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and there 15 fap and vertue communicated toth 
beleeving heart, whereby it comes to be hd 
and comforted in the way of God: Eſayn2.4,y 
18 ſaid, ith joy ye ſhall draw water out of thentliy 
ſalvation , the fountaine of ſalvation, andallti 
waters of life,and grace, and mercy,areinChril, 
now it is notenough to let downe the bucketis 
to the well, but it muſt bee drawenout alſo: th 
waters of life are in Chriſt, now it is not 
to come to, and to looke to Chriſt, but weemul 
draw the water of grace from Chrift tour fouk; 
as Eſay 66. 11. They ſhall ſucke and be ſatisfied mi 
the brefls of the conſolatiov, that th:y may milk, WP 
awd be delighted with the abundance of ber glorie, th. Wh 
Churchis compared to a childe,and thebreſtsat Wi 
the promiſes of the Goſpell ; now the ele mak 
ſack out and be ſatisfied with ir, and milke tout 
the word in the originallis, exa uponthep» 
miſe, andopprefle the promiſe, as the oppreſcn 
grinds the face of apoore man, and will have 
goods what ever become of his wife and children 
| ſoa man muſt wreſt the promiſe for grace ul 
power from theLord Jeſas Chriſt, Ah below, 
this is our miſery, we ſuffer abundance of milke 
bein the promiſe, and we are like wainly childr, 
that lye atthe breſt, and willneither ſucke 0 
be quier; ſowe (offer this to be in the 
and yer imploy nor our ſelves to get it ol, 
to ſacke it out : therefore brethren, faffer 
your faith to come to the promiſe, and to jel 
It; bur hale mercy from thence, and with 
holy kinde of oppreſſion exatt uponit, T 
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——codyon may fromit, the Lordallowes it. Queſt. 
grunt" ation asked, how this is done, 
ow doth faith draw vertue from Chriſt? nfo, 
[ anſwer, It is an heavenly skill,and yet marve]- 
leus hard and difficult: Faith drawes vertue by a Threefoid 
threefold a& ; or faith improves the promiſe A#. 
three wayes: Firſt, faith doth appropriate the pro». TI 
miſe to it ſelfe,and applies all that good and grace 
that is revealed &offered inthe Lord Jeſus Chriſt 
Some tot ſelfe, the voices of fatth in theScripture 
aretheſe, my Lord and my God : fo Pas ſaith, 
Chriſt Jeſus came imo the world v0 ſave ſinners, of 
whom 1 am chiefe,, he would be ſure to have a ſhare 
Win the mercy ; as if a man ſhould ſay, I will cue 
oncthing before the diſh goe away : Pſal,q8. 14. 
when the Lord had ſo much care of his Church, 
and how terrible he was to the enemies, and how 
mercifull to his people, &c, in the end the 
Church faith, Thi God is our God, and he wilt be ons 
{God even til death ; ſhe doth appropriate God to 
cr felfe,and engroſſerh God, and ſaith, our God 
Ps not as the Heathens god ; and there David 
'ouldhave God all his owne, and faich, whatſo. 
wrret ora done for any of his people, how 
ternible fot them, and how mercifull rorthem, the 
ane God hee is ro my ſoule, and he will bee my 
d forever: andhence the Scripture ſaith, E/ay 
$ 5+ 1. Come buy, and cat, &*c. all theſe placesare 
thing elfe, but the a& of faiths to come, isro 
paretothepromile ; and tobuy, is to rake poſ- 
fon of It, and toeat, is nothing elſe, bur to {| 
"Xen tor ourgood and comfort : it is not ©, 
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crough for mee to goe to the market, ond ſtay 
looking on the commodity there, but muſt 
downe my money, buy it, and take poſſe(lions 
it, and beare.it home, forthe Lord faith, Cimy 
the waters, buy wine and milke, (rc; the Lord i 
open the ſhop of grace and 1alvation every &y 
where the Goſpell is preached; and therefor 
not only cheapen, but come to the agreemet 
and buy , offer like chapmen,and ſtand nothy- 
ling, but ſay, Iwill lay downe all my luſts, at 
part withall for Chriſt; and when yee have done 
chus, take mercy and comfort, ir is yours, jo 
have bought it : fo that now tae faithfull ſock 
enters upon the promiſe as his owne as ama 
that comes to take poſſeſſion of houſe and lad 
as his owne : ſo the taichtull ſoule reads ofalltia 
mercie in pardoning of fiune, and all that Ga 
effetts to ſave, and all that mercy offered totit 
poore man,out of whom the Lord caſt ſevenD+ 
vils;&then the ſonle ſaich, all rhat mercie is me 
Manaſſes was an idolatcr and a monſter, yettit 
Lord humbled & ſaved him; and all rhat mercy 
mine: Pazl a perſecutour and an oppreſſour,zl 
yet the Lord opened his eyes, 8nd pardoned 
ſinne, and hee is now a glorified Sajnt in heath 
&c. all that mercie js mine : hence I taketis 
braſe to be, 10h» 3.33, where faith is faid tole 
Its ſealero the promiſe ; He that belecverh, hub 
20 his ſeale, that Ged is rrne ; now obſerve thit,s 
It13 amongſt men in their agreements, If 1500 
enough that thc articles are drawne and made, 
they mud be ſealed ; if they are only made, 
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eto lay, chey want nothing: but fealing 3 now 
henthey are ſealed, every man takes his owne, 
undche bargaine is thorow : Juſt {ſo it ts betweene 
- [ard and the foule 3 the Articles of agree. 
nent, whereby Godpaſſerh over his promiſe to 
pore ſinner, aretheſe : If wee will partfrom 
ir elycs and our finnes, the Lord Jeſus ſaith all 
this grace and mercy is yours: you that arethus 
uurhened, Chriſt will eaſe you; :and you that 
re thus loſt, Chriſt will finde you.” But now'ifa 
120 will not ſer to his ſeale, and if the fovle doe 
ot take all thisto it ſelfe, and center poſſeflionof 
tinthis kinde, and ſcale anddeliyer (as wee uſe 
o ay) it will never: prove authenticall.;- but 


a. A 


then it is ſealed and delivered, thenic is authen» 


icall: So when the ſoule makes an application 
pfthe promiſes to it ſelfe, rhen it is authenricall, 
"dthe foule feeds upon it, andrefreſheth irſelfe 
therewith for ever. 5304 \ 
Secondly, faith jogs the hand'of God, and fers 
50ds power on worke, and makes way for the 
eame of Gods promiſe and providence, thatirt 
nay take place: I fay it makes way for the worke 
f the promiſe, that ſowhatſoever:.is good; may 
10W1n amaine upon the heart, and be communi- 
Xedto it, asit is in other courſes of providerce. 
en God ſers upa courſe of providence in the 
lc of means, then.in the: uſe of thoſe theans as 
a ordinarily workes. Now .God' will nourifha 
Danithe will eathis meat, and uſe the means ap- 
ointed for his nouriſhment, and hee that will 
ae up the courſe that God hath appointed, may 
Rr cxpect 
| - 


[ 


1 
—_—_— 


zo 


| Tbe Souleseffetual calling fo Chriſt, © 


expect a blefling ;/1o tairhwthe condition th 


Cod requires, and thememnsrhat he hath appriy. 
ted whereby he will convey all good tothelog, 
andas albgraceand mercy it conveyed from Gy 


through the promiſe ; fo if wee will belevewy 


lay our hearts to the promiſe, weeareunderty 
power of the promiſe, to convey all grace a 
mercy to us: As'it is with a Pump or Well 


there is water enough inthe-Well, butyerana 


muſt draw 'and. puryp' it up before hee can hae 
any ; and when hee drawes, then the water dat 
come : Sothe Fountaine of allgrace and guob 
neſfſe in Chriſt, andthe promiſe is the puny; 
now faith muſtjog the promiſe before any gut 
can come : this I take ro be thereaſon of allthik 
paſſages in Scripture, where the Lord is {adi 
give away himſelfe to beleeving ſoules, as Mei 
I5.28. Oh woman, great i thy faith, bee it unvie 
as thou wilt ; Chrit __ her leaye rogoeroltt 


treaſure of mercy und pyace, and to take whathh 


would : he doth nor ſay, beitmmto thee,a Ii 


but as thou wile : Jooke 1what health thou 
have for thy daughter, 'andwhar comfortfordh 
conſcience; poeand rake it, \rhe-Lofddenic 
nothing. Thivisrle meaning of thar place, 
9.29. Bre it wito yew acedr ding to your fur; 
according to your wit, or-pride, or ſtrengih,'s 
Rurdyfpirics, as ifa man would goe to Hen, 
and beeproud and. ſtout hearted roo 7 10,8 
there is-no ſuch matter, "not: according to 


_ partsandygifts, bur accordingtoyoutfaith;® 
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ing, 7 will be @ God 19 thee, and.thy ſtedufrer the 5 


ave all Lbraham: fO that beleevingiſces Gods 
orace 4 going, and puts Gods poweTr and Provi- 
dence forth for the good of the ſoule. Now 
:magine the Lord did yer-deny that fonle that 
mercy. which it {eckes and begs, and: doth not 
anſwer the defire of the heart, and ler in-that 
200d and ſiwectnefſe the beleeving ſoule cxpeRs 
| This ixche chird Ae of fairhyin drawing ver» 
uefrom Chriſt, aithnrgech God with hisowne 
ward, and prefſeth Gods promiſe,and challengerh 
God on Is andtruch, ws _ _ 
ing unto him, farthe accepration of bis perf 
che pardon of his inves. Fajch.encers into 
ut with God, Pſa. 14.3. 1, Heare my profes Lord, 
1d inthy faithfulneſſe anſwer me: as ithe had faid, 
I confelſe I am baſe,vile, and finfull, and deſerve 
om-rcy; therefore not in. my worthineſſe, bur 
L thy faichfulagſe anſver, me;  I:canndrbes bur 
lle, and choucanſt nothee but;faichfull; and if 
on canſt ceaſe. ro be faithſall, Iam conteur to 
* miſerable ; and fo you may,:ifor he.canas well 
tale to be faichfall, as ceaſe to bee God, Itis2 
ara berwecne God and 19906, Get: 22-15. 
1. echow ke proſficth Gad jnapoinr: Ob, fairh 
ec, 1 buyw my brezhers malicieufucſſe #11 dogged 
"nt, ng TexpeR hard meaſure from him, O Lotd 
i fue remembar 8hy ſervant, for I Fear. my bye » 
YrR(08, dad thaw baſt ſrid-chommilt dregootro thy 
% As AS.a Man that hath! agood cauſe ar 
75907 Seflions, thaugh heebarh a grear 
þ9l Rr 2 enemic; 
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enemie,one thatover-powers him,yet being oj 
fident that his cauſe is'g00d, will btingitabor 
againe, and will not reſt till he hath an equalltes 
ring. So faith when the Lord frownesupontin 
yetthe heart patghim inſuit, as it were, anddeh 
expoſtulate the canſe withthe Lord, faying, zu 
the Lord forgotten to be graciom,and will be bemnn 
intreated ? This expoſtulation of the ſoul tha 
the heart prefleth inupon-God withall,wheniti 
upon a good ground,ze argues thepurlnit ofGal 
thar he will -notleave vill the-Lord give thathe 
hathengaged himſelfe'to beſtow, Thos togut 
up all,faich gocs out to the Lord Jeſas Chriltai 
layes hold: upon him, layesalthe'weight apo 
him, drawcs vertuefrom him, in alfthefomr 
The fifth and laſtthing wherein the greatwoi: 
of reſting conſiſts is this; faith leaves thefal 
with the promiſe;and after altdefires (haply)al 
all deniats,/and kll che d{courageiments/of Go, 
and yer the: ſoule ſeeth ti6t the way of God;W 
thatGod frownes upon him 3 and though 
comes nor, yet faith leaves the heart with 
This is marvellogsneedfill, and maſt yeeb# 
the workeof faith ; for' ir is the maine tend 
the worke of the coveriant of grace, and the 
venant of workes, in the covefiant of W i 
made with 44am, when he faid, doe and: 
| Adem had idone that, hee' ſhonld have 
 conſtantaffiftance;and God would nevermn” 
nied to helpe him : *bur now in' che covet 


grace, becauſe it muſt bee, andis free; aid ” 
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fule may and muſt know that it is onely the < 
pcodneſſz of God to us, therefore the Lord re= 
ferves this prerogative royall to himſelfe, that 
howſoever God will beſtow what he hath promi- 
ſed, yet hee reſerves the time to. himſclte, and 
what time he will doe ir, and after what manner, 
and by what mcans, that is onely of Gads free 
will :and hereupon the ſoule acknowledgeth thar 
ir isof Gods free grace; as ifthe Lord ſhould fay, 
it is mercy that I give, and therefore it 1s accor- 
ding tomy owne minde,and I will take my owne 
| time, | 
Now inthisdead lift the power of faithis thisg- 
it leaves the ſoule with the: promiſe, it takes up 
ies ſtanding there, and ſaith, I will-goe to none 
other, and I will ſceke no further, Eſay 28.16. He 
| that beleeves, makes not bafte, hee makes baſte 
 touſethe mcans, but he is concent co ſtay till the 
 Lordpleaſe, becauſe he knowes the Lord onely 
mult doc it : and if the heart bee given to mur- 
mureand repine, ſaying, I pray, and the Lord 
| doth not anſwer ; Thave grapled with my finne, 
andthe Lord ſubdues jenor: now faith ſaith, we 
muſt goz toGod for mercy, thathee-may order 
all our occafions; :and wee muſt not order Gods 
grace according to our humours: but the Lord 
ſeemes to frowiicupon the ſoule,and torejeR the 
| Prayers of 2 poore inner, ' and te beat him away 
from thedoore, as the Lord Chriſt did, when hee 
called the wowan a dog ; yet. faith will bring on 
the heare ſtill, and it will be ſure co lye atthe gate, 
and it keepes the ſoule with-the promiſe, what 
Nog , ever 
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cyer befals it, as Pſal. 119, Mine eyes foiled or lu 
king up for thy word , O: when wilt thou comfn 


2 { his heart and all failed him, and yethe wou 
looke towards heaven, Ob, faith he, wheuwilh 
ſinful ſoule be hambled, and this diftveſſed conſing 
pacified 8 hee would looke towards heaventillhe 
bad no hearr ; and therefore excellent is th 
paſſage, Geneſ. 32.436. when rhe Lord and {a 
werexwreſftling, and the Lord, would have bee 
gone, /4c0b faid, 7 will nor let thee goe, antill the 
haft bleſſed ee : ſo the faithfull ſoule layes hol 
upon the Lord for mercy, pardon, power, and 
grace,andthongh the Lord ſeeme to gyehimy 
to che torment of finne and corruption z/yet th 
ſoale faith, though my ſoule goe downe tohd| 
yet I will hold here for mercy, till the Lord co 
fort and pardon, and ſubdue graciouſly theleas 
fd corruprions, which'I am not able to maſſe 
my ſelfe. Asir is with a ſun-diall, thenatmed 
the direQion is this, the needle 1s ever moving, 
anda man mayjog it another way, yet itwiln 
ver ſtand ſtill, till it come tothe north-point: þ 
when the Lord leaves off a belceving heart wi 
frownes, and with the expreſſion of diſpleal 
yetthe ſoule rurnes to the Lord Chriſt, and yi 
never leave, till it goe God-ward, and 
ward,and grace-ward;and ſaith, ler the Lordde 
wharthe pleaſe, T will goe no further, rill heede | 
50wgan to 'Thew'mercy': then _ is hh 
Uth goes out to Chriſt,ir layes holdup 
and layes the weight of 4M upon Chriſt, a 
drawes vertue from Chriſt andir leaves the bo 
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= the promiſe , and this is in every faithful 
ule under heaven , howloever the 1enſe is tar 
ken away : if the ſoule once, come to Chriſt, it 
will never away, but ever cleavesto the promile, 
and is towards God and Chriſt, whatſoever be- 
fall it. 
_ fourth and laſt part of the doctrine is this ; 4+ £277 of 
Firſt, asthe ſoule mult be humbled and enlighte. the deftr. 
ned. Secondly, as it iseffeQually per{waded by 
the Spiric of che Father. Andithirdly, as by the 
power of this perſwaſion it caſts it ſe]feupon the 
eeneſſe of Gods grace ; ſo in the laſt place the 
ſale comes to bee furniſhed with all ſpirituall 
wants, and the ſupply thereof, and this containes 
the finall cauſe, and that diſcovers the good and 
benefit which comes from faith. 
| Firſt, coopen it in generall, and then to come 
o ſome particulars : In the generall obſerve 
bus much ; a poore finner having fallen from 
d, anddeparted from him, be goes away from 
bodandall goodnefſe at that one {troake, he that 
oes away from God, the God of all ſtrength, 
nuſt needs be weake.3,aud he that goes from the 
od of wiſdome, follymuſt n:eds poſſeſſe him, 
Kcaule God is the Godof all wifdome, and all 
ndome muſt be from him; and hee thar-goes 
Wn God, gocs from life and happineſſc, there- 
vredeathand curſedaetle muſt needs ſeize-upon 
mM: now -hee that hath gene fromGod, bath 
one from all theſe, and eherefore he is full of no. 
ng, but wants, miſerizs,and traubles, and vex2-. 
anschat a-comeimnupan himy and over 


him. 
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him. Now faith is appointed as that only meing 
' whereby the ſoule may bee ſucconred, andih 


heart farniſhed anew : and it is faith that 6g 
all theſe, and this is the excellencie offaith, ui 
the good of it, and the benefit that belongethy 
faith in a peculiar manner, above all othergran 
inthe world : now that yee may ſee bowfat 
ſuitsa man withall graces, take notice,thatther 


_ are three wayes, whereby the heart went any 


from God; and the ſpirituall wants, whichy 


3- Sorts of this meanes befell the ſonle, are three, allwhid 


ſpir, wants, fairhſupplies to the ſoule anſwerably. 


I | 


The firſt and great want of the ſouleis this, i 


is gone away from God, and the Lord isa ſw 


gerto it: itwas made for God,and to havecob 
mniication with God ; but now-it is gonefroa 
God,and God from it : there are now matly Ob 
troverſies beeweene the Lord and the foule: ts 
is the great want, and this brings in allthereſ 


now faith ſapplies ſuccour and anſivers totits 
neceſlities : faith bringeth the ſoule againe 0: 


God, and the ſoule to have a nearer union, ad 


more inward fellowſhip with God, than ems 


had: thusthe ſoule being an enemy to 


God an enemy toit: and God being «firage 
the ſoule, and the ſoule being a ſtranger 10 


Lord: now faith doth this; itpitcherh the 


and makes the ſoule of apoore ſinner tofall m 
the very Deity, and effence of Gad ; a " 


4 
7 


upon all the three whole perſons, as 


vines (that arenow with the Lord, leaving#® 
membrance behinde them ) have incerprent 


—_— JW uy 0. lt ome 
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*hohraſe the Septuagints never nſed,as they = 
jews xs for it-18 one thing to beleeve, chat 
ch-reis a God, and another thing to beleceve r 
God: faith faſte;:: upon the Godhead, firſtly, ag 
, Coin, 6, 11. where the Apoſtle faith, Hee thas 
joqnerh himſelfe to. an harlor, # one, body, bat hee that 
joqneth himſelfe 16 the Lord #5 one ſpiri ; rhe Spirit 
of God ſets a frame of ſoule upon the fin« 
ner, that it flings ic ſelfe.upon God: thar which 
firſtly muſt be the objed of faith, that faith paſt 
fiſtly reſt upow, as that which isable togive char 
ſuccour which it wantsz now-becanſe God only 
is infivite, he alone is able to ſaceour a man acEor. 
ding to his wants : therefore faith:muſt firſt goe 

ohim: weneed pardon,and therefore faith goes 

o God, who only is able to pardon ; and weneed 
pover,and faith goes to God, who isable to ſuc- 
Cour us ; thus4t 1s an infinire God oonly,that muſt 
create this power in us, and therefore nothing 

ut God muſt firſtly be beleeved in; we belceve 

the promiſe, becauſe God is there; and becauſe 
nthe promiſe only wee finde a fulneſle of ſaffici- - 
cie, to ſapply what ever. wee want or need-: 
merefore why (hould faith goe toany thing elſe? 
ow nothing can ſaye a man, but God infinit, and 
berefore faith goes to-none but him, and makes 
nend of all controverſies berwecne Godand the 
ule, It takes away all diviſions; and brings the 
we into fayour againe, and makes ir acceptab 
)Codthrough the meritsof Chriſt, ſocharnow 
he anger of Grd is appeaſeds (A#, 2 6,17. when 
%d {cat Pal among che heathen, he gave bis 
S ens 
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"this commiſſhon, faying, Goe preach the Goſpel 


pen the eyes of the blinde, that they tnay tarmjm 
Warkneſſe tolight and fromthe power bog ar 
every man by natureis gone. from God, andyy | 
poc all fin-ward and helkward, and away Joe 
oy 


from Ged ; now thar you ' may bee 


againe,faith goesroGod , /ob.1.12. Towmmy 
received him, and bilerved in bis name, totimie 


gave this privilege, that they ſhould bee thi ſum; 


GEd; God will notonly bee a friend tothem;ly 
a carcfull, loving, and tender Fathet : thauly 


nature aft achilde of perdition and & 


burdoftthou beleeve and repetit? now thitd 
the contraverſics betweene God and thee at 


wetb, ſha ber ſer bar hee phat 
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m death unto life : Ah, wha a happy condi+  ; 
ton is this ? that a Man May ſay, Lord, L was a ; 


child of wrath, I wonder that God cutme not off, 


nd [admire at-it, that God ſent mee not downe 
ohelleyery night that Iwent r@ beg. bu now 
'beLord hath made mee tobelecye, and hath 4% 


epred mezl was under the curſe of Gag, gndnow 
God hath delivered me, and now 1 have belceved 
:nthe promiſe, and now. I have a right tothe proy 
miſe.and all che merey aud gepdneiie in ic; thas 
the ule hath a ſupply of this firſt. wan, [and is 
brought into-fayour with God agalne. - - 
The ſecond want of the ſoule is this; theſqule 
xiog now departed from God, the { od of all 
pildome, good, and lifez hence it 45 that the 
ſule is deprived of all goad, and grace, andlite ; 
x whatſoever life and grace it had, it was from 
God and therefore thoſaulobringd arted from 
d, the Lord ſtrips the ſouleof all.chat righce- 
ſheſſe and holineſſe ic had in Adgm ; the Lord 
uve him wiſdome and rightcouſneſſe-in 4d4n, 
din him to all his poſterity z but now being 
ne from God, God'hath juſtly taken all from 
lim: ſo that now che poore finner.is dead, and 
YOUgL he hives, becanſe he hath a nawrall lifein 
im; yer he lives not ſpiritually, becauſe he hath 
bo ſpirituall life in him, and therefore can.doe no 
ſpricualigood 5 he can neither doe well,nor live 
well, that thereby hee might pleaſe Gad for His 
Now faith ſteps in-like-afriend at a dead lf, 
and lends helpe this _r ; it not ocely. brifgs # 
| 23 : 
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ſintertoGod, but it is 5a Hand to coniminicy 
from Godto a fitmer, whatſceyer ſpiritaalign 
| irneeds,and thisonly faith can doe. Matkei,|/ 
beſeech you,' a man that is dead in ſinne; ay 
ſhoulq'be brought to ſome ſpiritual good'yy 
life he maſteitherlive by himſelfe or by ano 
but by himſelfe*hee cannor, becauſe a deadny 
cannot live'by himſelfe:: bur every man is pj 
tually dead by nature, andofhimſelfe heecamg 
live,and therefore he muſt goeto another,yhid 
is God, he muſt give life, and therefore he mi 
beleeve” in _anothey, and rcceive the (piritwl 
graceand power from thar living graciousGal 
to walke more cleerly ita good courſe; thisy 
the intenrofall theſe phaſes in Relppa 
20. the texcaith, I live;bur how?” 1t js by full 
in Chriſt, Chriſt tives in him, and he i!Chii: 
faith is notſo-mnchrheſfoule of a Chriſtian, bu 
faith inables aman to live by Chriſt, whowits 
prehends : therefore Saint Paul to the Hebrew 
Gith, Heb. 11. 6. Without fairh it 4c impoſſ#tn 
pleaſe God: it is ſaid of Enoch that he walkedwi 
God,anddid thereby pleaſe God.z but how: 
he to-doe it ? by faith heedidir.,' Nownom 
can yeeld®obedience to Gods commandemeth 
and thereby pleaſe God,except hegoe to God 
faith, and receive power from God, therebſl 
pleaſe God: I take this tobe a trath,thatwpi®' 
prieties of language and ſpeech, faith (as wee 
ſpeake of it) 18not any partof the ſpiritual 
and ſonle of a Chriſtian, but a ſpiritual ioſte 
mentand engine, whereby the ſoale goes ro6 


dS 2ÞB a ww. tas £A mg. Xa © qt cus A, mh mm_ wy eo  XVaxQ two, os _ ____———_ Es A I OE IO RIRS 6 


FI Paoom— "yl oh FS 1 


» 


The Soules efeBual calling to Chriſt. . 


_— — 


CC ———_—___—_—_—— E ; . 
ofetch a ſoule, whereby he may live: thas it is 
ounctually,the foule in vocation goesto God,and 
being come, is receives the-ſpirirof adoption, 
bringsio the image of ſanAification, which 4d: 
h:d loſt; and now the finner is inabled co live 
in obedience unto God ; ſo that in vocation we 
goe £0 God,andin adoprion we receive the ſpirit; 
the image of ſanification from God, and by ſan-- 
dification the ſpicit brings new ſpirienall powers 
fFom God to the fonle 2 and fo the fonleis 1nabled 
tolove God above all, and his neighbour as him- 
elf : now whether 4dam had this faith or no; I 
g villnotſtand to diſpute in this popular congre. 
@ gation, but onely ſpeake ſo-much as ſhall þ& ſeaſo- 
nable and profitable; Therefore for the thing in 
hand, this 1 rake to be the excellency of faith, to 
outto God te fetch a ſpirituall new principle 
of life and grace : faith faich, thou art dead, and 
muſtinve life, and thy life is tobe had only from 
God ; and therefore goe ont; that thou maiſt re- 
ceiveſpirituall life from God : ſo then, whenno 
other can bring it ſelfe life, faith brings all-other - 
graces now faith dothall theſe, not ſo:nmch be- 
caufeit goes co him that hathall life in him: faith 
i the field, and the pearle is in it, and the hid 
treaſure is in Chriſt ; and faith goes to God from - 
whom it received all things, theconfola-- 
tion thereot ; this js:the meaning of that place, 
2 Co7.3. 18;andto this itisto be referred, Bae we 
al with open face beholding as in glaſſe the glorie of 
theLord, are changedintothe ſame image from gi 7 
ghriezuen by 1 ar" 
PR 
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bow faith brings in anew ſoule, and a ſpiral 
life into the foule : by the glory. of the Lady 
meant the glorious atrribuces of the Lord, plz 
holineſle, juſtice,righteou/nefle, patiencetuch 
the glaſſe is meanr mag ri: Chriſt asa nj 

| face | is ſcene in a glaſſe, ſo all the attributes of ty 
| Lordarecleerly ſcene ( as ina glaſle) inthely 
Jeſus Chriſt : now how doe wee beholdih M4 
bim? che heart being madeto beleeveby fail, 
it lookes uporrthe Lord Jeſas Chriſt, 1 
ſceth all theſe graces z and what followesthets 
by? we are changed, that is, we are transformed 
from one degree of glorious to another; 
Jefus Chriſt,God and man, hath all gracesinins 
ſelfe ; now byfaith the ſoule eyes theLot ſel 
Chriſt, and then anſwwerably it receives grace 
grace ; eying his patience, by the ſelf-lamehmn 
itis made patient; and eying tbe nolinene 0) 
God, by the ſelf-ame {þ pirit it1s made holy; w 
eying the meekneſſe of Chriſt, by the (eifaw 
fpiritit is made fo : thus the foule looking p 
on the glorious grace of Chriſt, it. receives gut 
fa Chriſt and'bs chart f patiences 
ith in and b io 
Chriſt, that it imp ne che ike grace upon 
Tn PO 
Want Jo y. of this chird want | 
excellencie of thisworke of faich; the heart 
poore {inner being friends with 'God, and lv 
ving received. from God, it 1s rmarveu 
:fearfull, leſt it ſhould loſe tha grace that 
- andnot beeable to maintaine that ſock mw 
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xd hath pat into his hands: this is a great want, 
nd it Was 10 Adams he had a faire ſtate, atid loſt 
11l,and endid | im(ſclfe,and his ity 100: now 
the ſoule feares this, but fairhf ps in, and lends 
faccour herein, as thus faith mainraines aconti- 
jwall inflaence of Gods grace and power intothe 
fonk upon all occafions ; ſo that howſoever ma- 
my wants and weakneſſes may bee in the ſoule, 
Faich goes to heaven, and brings new faccour up- 
60 all occafions to relecye it : this is the maine 
difference tetweene the firſt and ſecond coye- 
nant: Adambadrhe ſtock in his owne hands,and 
the foumtaine and roots of it was in himfelfe : yer 
howſoever it is trne, a mans grace is weake, and 
would come to nothing, and may eafily bee oyer= 
come ;, and yet the fountaine of graceand good- 
nefſe that is in Chriſt, will never be drawne dry ;* 

and faith gocs to that daily, and fo drawes ſupply 
__ . bs from henceir.is, that faith is 
calcd tne proteFour of al] graces; Epheſ. 6. 16, 
thae faith is called aſhield :- now Rapoey= ofa 
ſhield is this; fr not only covers the body, bur all 
thearmour ofthe body; ſo faith not only covers 
the ſoule, butaltthe graces of the fovle, and fuc- 
cours them all; and it is not ogly the proteRtour 
of all graces, bat iris alſo a victorious conquerour- 
thebehalfe of graces; ſo 1 4ob.5.4. This is your 
viferieceven faith : ſothar faith makes Chriſtian 
foulea conquerour, and 'keepes him ſafe and ſure : 
now tis true indeed, that manscormprion is too 
ſrong for his owne grace In himſelfe, and his 
enaptations-arc too ſtrong 'for all his worn 
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owne too ? now theſe corruptions are too ſtray! 
for this patience, yet faith ſaith, I will be ſir 
by that mightand powerof that patience whidy 
, in Chriſt, and that ſabdues all impatience, al 
beares all injuries,and faith brings that paticncey 

_ «Chriſt and makes the ſoule ſtrong with that pub 
ence; hence we arefſaid to be preſerved throup 
faith unto. ſalvation, faith kecpes the foule n: 
God,and God keepes faith,and ſoule, andal::b 
that it is the power of God by the meanesofiil, 
claſping the ſoule to God ; you that are reſt 
Chriſtians confider this, you complaine thaw 
are {6 proud and peeviſh, that you cannot ſubd: 
theſe corruptions ; now ſer faith on works, 
that will make you ſtrong in Chriſt, and mit 
youable to ftand againſs all remptations and& 
cafions; as it js inthe naturall frame of a mi 
\the Philoſophers and Phy fitians obſerve thee 
twopaſſiges in it $ there is not only a ſoule ao 
a body iu a man, bur there is an heavenly 4! 
and a natural! ſpirit, either animall or vital, bo 
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mand knits the ſoule and the body together, 
14looke how ſtrong this is, ſo ſtrong is the bo-. 
... hat if this band bee once broken, the body 
"mes to nothing : juſt ſo it is with the ſoule, 
d himſelfe is the ſoule of this ſoule, I meane 
xs freegrace in Chriſt, the heavenly heat and 
iricuall ſpirit, and the bloud that bindes God 
nd the ſoule together, is faith, and whiles this 
ith holds,a mans good condition holds even for 
rer : I conclude with that of the Apoſtle, 
(win, 1. 24. where hee faith, by faich you 
and, it is fairh that gives foot-hold to all graces ; 
ehave weake patience, but faith gives patience 
trength and foot-hold ;, for it goes our to the 
xd Jeſus, and receives ſap and life from him, 
yhereby every grace comes to flouriſh in the 
wlez 1 Pet, 1.9, Receive the end of your faith,even 
be ſalvation of your ſoules : as if he had (aid, faith 
Fillbe with you upon all occafions, in temprati- 
ns,and diſtempers of heart,and doe you ſervice, 
dgoe to Chriſt for ftrength and power,andup- 
told you, till it hath broughe you into heaven, 
id ſhut the gates upon you, and if you cannot 
hift for your ſelves there, then periſh : this faith 
utsa man into poſſeſſion of everlaſting happi- 
elle, anel never leaves him till then ; this faith 
heth the ſoule wich a ſupply in ſpiricuall 
ants, | 
Now to ſamme up the point, take notice of the 4. Cauſes of 
ngth and breadth of this bleſſed grace of faith, * 
mr yon may ſee how itis made up of the cauſes; 
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Firſt, the next principle and the efficientcay 
_ offairh is the Spirit of God, undeniably, reps. 
© ting this fayour of God unto the ſoule; this 
that which workes faich, and the hand fron 
whence it comes, 

Secondly,the matter of which faith is mints, 
is this,it is effeoually perſwaded of, andaflede 
with this goodneſſe of the Lord thus reponed: 
this is the firme earth (as I may fav) on whit 
faich ſtands; and whereby it is able to re i 
ſelfe upon the promiſe. 

\ | Thirdly, the nature and forme of faiths thi 
therepoſing of the ſoule upon the Lord, andhi 
ſpeciall favour fo reported, for the ground, wy 
any man goes to God,is,becauſe he was cffettui 
ly perſwaded of, and alſo affeaed withthe good 
neffe of God ; as it is with ſome outlawed tw 
tour,he dares not goe to the court,unlefſe he wil 
goeto his ruine, b<cauſe hee knowes there 1$15 
thing expeCted bur crnell execution; burif on 
he come to ſee his pardon ſealed under rhebrud 
ſeale, and that there is ſome hope of mercy, thi 
hee willingly goes to the court : what wasti 
ground of his goine hom-? even this, bera 
hee was <ffeQually p:r{waded, that the Kit 
had a favour to him : fo ir is with an hut 
| bled ſinner, hambied in the fizht of his find! 
and broken, becauſe of his Lords difplealor 
againſt him: and when the foule hath this & 
tification from rt) e hard of tc Sy2irit, that it 
_ Lord interds v00d to bim then rhe ſoul-g 
| and zaith, Lord I durſt not have beene bere,b 


ay 


——  —_— —— —_—_— 
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| chat 1 have card thou art a merciful God. | 
_ ;. the finall cauſe of faith ischis , the 


be ficted with all good,according 


And laſtly, 
| foule comes tO 


(015 neceſſity, 
* Burſome may ſay, I heare nothing of rhe belee- 


 v.rall this whilegit ſeemes he doth rothing :it the 
Spirit bee the effictent cauſe, and if the Spirir 
 workes it.and makes the ſoule able to wurke up= 
on Gods free grace, andat the Spirit be the final 
cauſe of 4ll,then the beleever doth nothing,&c. 
| This worke of belecving is a worke of the Spi- 
[it upon the ſoule, rather than 'any worke 
wrou7hr by the ſonle,or iſſuing from any princi= 
plc which the ſoule hath in it ſelfe ; as It is with 
21 cccho, when God l(aith, thy ſinnes arepardo« 
ned, thy rerſon accepted ; faith ſounds againe, 
my ſinnes pardoned ? my perſon accepted ? good 
Lord let it be ſo: then this perſwades the heart, 
andthat m:rvellouſly, to reſt it ſelfe there for all 
820d : but it is done upon the ſoule rather, than 
by thefoule ; as Phil, 3.12, we are ſaid, To be comm 
prevended of God, and ns; to comprehend God; ſo we 
now God, becauſe we are knowne of him : now 
pre mee leave in a word to deſcribe the cauſe of 
t; waatitis in the promiſe, that thus cffeually 
perlwades the heart, that ir may beleeve, and 
Fen 1 will goe no furcher than the promiſe, 
udtherein ſhew the motives in the promiſe,and 
"the heart comes te beleeye, and theſe will 
ulcoverthe reaſon of the point, es 
There are three things in a iſe, whereby 3;ouic 


4emillofman is drawne to be ceve, : 
Tt 2 Firſt, 


5. ; 
oF 
p 
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Furſt, the all-ſufficiency of the freeneſſeatgg 
favour,that isan admirable cauſe to perſmade ts 
heart to come on cheerefully, it is the ſpec 


| prerogative of the promiſe to anſwer the ſy 


wholly in all the defires of ir ; nothing unde 
heaven doth or can doe this, but the promife 
haply a man defires wealth, and when hecha 
Je, this cannot make him honorable; and the 
ambirieus man deſires honours, and when he 
hath them, they cannot make him rich; ſoa 
thing of it {elfe hath bur a particular helpe : by 
the promiſe hath all-ſufficiency to anſwerullts 
hearc would have : the will of a man natur 
deſires goad,and fo conſequently all good ; nov 
the promiſe hath all good in it; as in that plac, 


| open thy mouth wide, and I will fill it: there v1 


fulneſle in the promiſe to anſwer all thepantu 


and deſires of the fonule : chon faiſt rhou ot! 


poore dead ſluggiſh creature; and the pronil 
ealls upon thee, as the Angel did, and ſaith,cone 


© hither, and here is life thac will quicken the; 
* andthouart a weake creature, come hither (fl 


the promiſe ) and I have grace to make tit 


. firong; and thou art a damned creature, cot 


hicher ; then ich rhe promiſe, here is mere" 
pardon all ſinnes of all kindes : the conſidera 
of the rich proviſion in his fathers houſe, 

the prodigall home:ſo there is mercy, g'%%,Þf 
don,8 comfort enough in the promiſe:youp® 
hungerbicten ſinner,away,away, away for 

fo that enough of the promiſe, and there rei 


your ſelves for ever :. it js that which Eli 
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10 Naaman, 2 King. 5. 8. Let him come hither, and 
be ſhall know, that chere s 4 God in Iſrael , and that 
there is a healing God, rhongh nor a helping 
King: ſo the promiſe ſaith to every fainting, lan- 
cniſhing, 2nd leprous ſoule, if thou art a truly 
tnmbled heart, and art fick of thy finnes, and 
even drawing on to deſpaire, and all thy prayers 
and dayes cannot prevaile, nor due thee good; 
but (till thy ſinnes,thy ſorrowes, thy corruprions 
orevaile, and thy condemnation fleepes nor, but 
is drawing ON apace upon thy ſoule: now ſee 
what the promiſe ſaith, let him come hither, and 
he ſhall know thatthere is a God in Iſrael, thar is 
able to cure all, and to looſe him from all. his 
Ccorruptions. 
| Ohbur, aich one, I confeſſe there is enough in 
[thepromiſe to be had, but what is that ro me, if 
the Lord intend it not to my good? 
Thon being humbled and broken hearted, God 
doth ſeriouſly intend it for thy good ; and on 
Gods part there is nothing to hinder thee from 
it is not more cleare,thar the promiſe is all ſuf- 
ficient, then ir is certaine the Lord intends ir 
for thez, if thou beeſt hambled, God ſent his 
S01n* to ſave thee ; Bſa, 61. 1, Chriſt came to 
binde up the brcken bearted, and to comfort all thas 
murne : lo2n 12. 47. God ſent not bis Sonne to 
'dewne rhe world, ec. Nay,Chriſt being ſent of 
ſis Father, freely cameto this end: 1Tim, I. 15. 
Chrif F:ſus came into the world to ſave ſinners ; that 
5,humbled, and broken, and mecke hearted ſir- 
«3; andnot ſome of them neither, bur all that 
ET 2 are 


| 
' 
' 
| 
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arebroken hearied, and all that are loſt ſing 
bur never a proud, ſtout=hearted, and fad | 
ſinner under heaven ; hee came not to call the 
righteons, that is, thoſe that truſt totheiromy 
righteouſneffſe, but ſinners to repentance, 
Nay God doth earneſtly deſire thee to cone 
hd take this mercy , ho,every one that wil, ltthi 
come to the waters of life, &'c. and behold, 1d n 
the doore and knocke, if any will open, @. andih 
Lord tmtreateth you to be reconciled, 2 Cor.5,20, 4l 
that the Father piveth me, ſhall come tome; and 
ihat cemmeth, I will in no wiſe cf} away, 10h, 6.y, 
the origina!l faith,caſt away : ro,no, thou prot 


| diftreiled ſoule, though thou art never ſo mene 


In parts or gfts, or never fo much difireſſ:di 
the world, though rhon weare a leatherne pel; 
and thonph haply great men may deſpiſethyk 
ciety, yetrhe Lord Jeſus Chriſt will not caſtihe 
away; thon mayſt caſt away thine owne conf 
if thou wilt, through thy pride and peeviſhnele 
but the Lord Chriſt will not caſt thee avay, 
thou come to him, he will neyer doe it. 


\  Letmeaddea fourth motive; I confefſe, fan 


che oule, there is no want of willingneſſ 
Gods part, but I have a heart which cannot 
leeve,what is that to me to ſee proviſion of m 
cy, and have no heart, to receive it? Oh 
unwilling and diſtruſtfull heart , it cannot bt 
leeve! : 

If T finde acurein the promiſe for this, thenl 
bope you will yeeld; therefore know that! 


iſe a m0 
Lord hath provided in the promilc "whctdf 


F EEG 
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hereby thou mayſt bee made to beleeve, and 
hou (hait be ablc to beleeve; firſt thar tufficiencie 
vhichisin the promiſe, and which God intends 
or thee. 
| Now the Lord ſtrikes up the match, and that >. Things. | 
he Lord doth this it ſhall appeare if you confider 7, 
\e manner of Gods worke 1n two things. 
| Firſt, God the Father in the promiſe gives an 
dn nble broken hearczd finner into the hands of 
eſus Chriſt thar hee may make him able to be= 
ay 
Secondly, he gives Jeſas Chriſt into the hands 
pf a poore finner, that hee may rake him, and re- 
eve mercy trom him. Now though thou canft 
ot belecye, vet if Jeſus Chriſt-cake that heartof 
ine in hand, he can and will make thee beleeve. 
T his was the end of his office and comming; 
John 6.44. No man commerh unto me except the F a= 
tr draw bin, and I will raiſe him up as the laft day: 
will make him beleeve, and in the grave I will 
Iove is poore body, and not loſe ſo much as his 
Ildes, but wiil preſerve chem there, and raiſe him 
prom thence, and at laſt I will bring both body 
Wd foule ro honoar, and make both happy in 
aven for ever: for Chriſt his ſake thinke on 
Ihis earncſt.y. that every broken hearted ſinner is 
wvento Chriſt, as if God che Father had ſaid, Oh 
y Sonne, 1coke well ro fach a man, he livesin a 
Dr world, and hath many corruptions in his- 
*vada butl oe thon to him 2 John 10,16. Orher 
*p'I have wich are rot of thus fo!d, and theſe 1 
my} bring bane ſaich Chriſt : there are many of 
Gods 
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Gods people called and converted, but there 
many yet which are in the gall of bitterneſſe, wy 
I know fuch a drunkard, and thonghhee bez 
woolte now, yet he is one of my ſheepe,andhig 
I muſt bring home : It doth my heart goody 
thinke that there 1s many an enemy of [ey 
Chriſt,and many that hates grace and goodneſs, 
many awretched drunkard, many a coyctowud 
uncleane wretch that fhall bee bronght how: 
One goes up and downe this way, and aothe 
that way, as a company of poore ſheepe thatyw- 
derup and downe, one falls into this ditch, an 
ther into thar, and another in ſuch a grove: 
there is many apoore ſheepe that goes away tron 
Godand all goodnefſe; the Lord give us hean 
to pitty them: howfoever God hath openedyar 


eyes, and brought your hearts, and my he 


home to himſelfe , yet there are many ot 
ſheepe that as yer goefrom God. Oh,whatabl 
ſed mercy is this > If Chriſt hath once undens 
ken for you, hee will ſecke you out wherelon 
you are, The Lord ſeekes you out many tins 
in the congregation, you might come home tit 
if you would : wellche Lordwill make the fired 
| hell ro flaſh upon the conſcience of a WB, 
- drag him home, but it is no matter which 
the Lord brings him home, ſo he come tobe 
at laſt. 7oþn 17. Thou gaveſt them £0 M4, and1 by 
given them eternall life. There is no more 
rence than this, the Father gives the ſheep? 
Chriſt, and ſaith looketo him ; and Chriſt 
you are giyen to me ; take you cverlſtinglie® 
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| eveen you, and take erernallglory ; Igive itro 
you as freely as cver God che Father gave your 
| {outesto m2. Secondly, God the Father gives 


Jeſus Chriſt ro the poore ſoule, and ſaith, I give 


E thee him freely with his bloud ardall bis merits, 
his grace and goodnefſe ; Oh ( faith the poore 
| fioncr ) blefſed be God, that Jeſus Chriſt hah un- 
| dertaken for me, and that God the Father bath 
| given mee Chriſt ; but alas, I cannot pay the 
price, [am notable to purchale the pearle : as in 
a mairiage, when the parties are both agreed, if 
there bee a quarrell about the feffment, - all 
breakes off : fo iris in this caſe, the (oule Brow 
inabled to reſt upon Chriſt, but what will the 
| Lord require? for I am baſe and poorez well, 
faichGod the Father, I will not fell my Sonoe, 
burI give him co thee, and thou aw2$ not thinke 
to purchaſe him z ob. 19. 26, 27. when Chriſt 
would commend 4arie to the care of 7obn, hee 
laith, woman behold thy ſonneg and ro /ebn he laith, 
Bald tby mother : lo God the Father faith to Je- 
| ſusChriſt, My bleſſed Sonne, behold that poore, 
| broken, hambled, ſighing ſinner, behold thy 
| fonne, take him for thy. awnez and thou poore 
bnger;behold thy Savionr,take him to thy (elfe : 
and the ſoule receives that gift at the hand of 
Gad the Father ; 7ob.zo. SoGod loved the world, 
| thathe gave bis onl y begotten Soune,@c.that is, God 
ſo (er his heart upon thoſe whom he would fave, 
that hee gave Jeſus Chriſt to bee received from 
him, and to doe allgood for them, according to 


alltheir neceſſities : thus I hope the heart hath no 
V v ſtar ci1ng 
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ſtarting holes, the p:omile is ſufficient; ſaith the 
ſoule,ifI hadic,and God ſadly intendeditthers 
fore I may take him, and God hath giyenChi 
the care of me, to make me to beleeve : nowthe 
will is fully perſwaded, and faithto hope andde. 
fire, and all the other affe&ions, here is poul 
_ enough : andcome hope, expe itfor eyer;ad 

come deſire, here is mercy enough thatthwhu 
_ defired ; and comelove and joy,bere is thatmes 
cy whereof you have felt the ſweetneſſe ; 
faith the will, lerus reſt here, and ſertle ourſchr 
upon the freenefſe and favoar of the mercy « 
God in Jeſus Chriſt ; as our Saviour faid tothe 
Diſciples, 7oþ. 6.27.28. Will you alſo goe away? 0h 
ſaith Peter,whither ſball we goe, thou haft theworlsif 
| erernall life : the world cals, and our luſts call, ad 
pleaſures call, and the more they call for ar 
hearts, the more wee cry after thee ourChiif; 
whither ſhall we goe, ifnor to thee? forthacs 
none ſo gracious, none ſo mercifull refine 
none ſo ready ro doe all good for us : and zsther 
is ſufficient inthe promiſe, and-as here is ſuffcit? 
in thce,andenough for finners: ſouponthy ue 
cie we will hang, upon thee our Saviour weevil 
hve and dyc; and upon the promiſes willwef: 
- our ſelyes, to receive all the comfort andy 
they will affoord, and upon this will we feed 
ever. Thus much for the opening ofthe p. 

| The firſt uſe is for information to refifecl 
jadgements for the right underſtanding of the 
nature of faith, and the frame of this-bleſd 
grace in the foule ;z and that which wee - 
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<& is this; ſaving faith1sno part of that holi- 
«7 which 44m had, nor nOPart Of that Image 
o which we are reſtored by ſanCification : ina 
word, fairh is a worke of effeQuall vocation, and 
30 part of ſanRification, neither of the image 
" which Adam was crcated, Or rowhich wee are 
enced, and this followes from the Doarine 
hus : If it bee ſo that faith is the maine eſpeciall 
atrument, whereby the ſoule goes to God to 
erch a principle of grace, and the Image of grace 
hereby wee may live, then it is not the image 
which formerly wee had in Adam, nor to which 
earc renewed againe in ſanQification. Bur the | 
I is true, namely, char it is fairh that ro 
krch tharſpirituall power from God, which wee 
ſt in 44am, therefore it is not that ſpirituall 
ower, thisis the point of information : Beloved 
nour Saviour Chriſt, I am not ignorant that ma- 
7 learned godly judicious Divines, whoſe parts 
reverence, are of another opinion, yer I remem- 
er their different opinions,and therefore 1 hope 
0man will be offended with mee, though I dit- 
+ from ſome, for I maſt needs differ from ſome; 
ndit hath eyer beene my care not to trouble a 
opular congregation with any matter of diſ- 
nee, and T hold that it rather ſhoald bee the care 
df Miniſters to winne men to faith, than to trou- 
de them with matters of this kinde, and I holdit 
be greateſt part of zeale ro get them to holy 
dearts, and to exadt lives and converſations : 
Lherefore 1 am maryellous hardly drawne on 
d the leaſt diſpare in this kinde, and yet atthe 
Vu 2 cat- 
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earneſt requeſt of: ſome,' and alſo becaiſe thisy 
the proper place where this queſtion falls, ai 
rocleare forme doubrs according to my pronile 
and becauſe haply fome gaod m: nmayſuaks 
at ſome things, theretore kt mee dehiverthak 
thoughts which | have many times heretofore iy 
renJedto impart. and I ſhould bee veryyiliy 
to heate of better arguments, if any (hall be jp 
geſted, theſe are ſpiricuall paſſages, and hadad 
difficult, therefore this I would tcll3on, 
. Firſt, what the controverſie 1s, and wherent: 
tes, | 
' Secondly, the reafons of if. pert 
Thirdly, ſhew the order of Gods p__ 
1 this workeof grace in the ſoule,and when 
are done, the poinc will be very plaine. 

Firſt forthe firſt, namely, wherein this 
troverſie lies ; It is confeſſed of all dandstix 
Adam in his innocency didnot beleeyc ina vv 
our, he needed ie not, cnely here lies the mutt 
point of controverſie, that thongh Adam didn 
belecyeina Saviour, and Gad didmor requirh, 
yet men conceive, and ſome' judicious DW 
too, that 4dam had ability, that if Chriſth 
beene revealed he could have beleeved, fortin 
ſay thus, a man is able having a cleere cye tolt 
but one world, becauſe there is no more, 
there were five worlds, the ſame cyetha (ef 

. one, the ſame eye would ſze themall ifihey i 
viſibly made. So Adam did not belecveaF 
our, becauſe the Lord Chriſt was not teve*P 
andadminiſtred to him; bur Adam balth? 


—_—— — —  R————__ * —— 
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iroall power of faith, if che Lord Jetus' Chriſt 
4 beene revealed. hee was ablc to beiceve in 
im and foro reſtupon him, as mendo? now in = 
tetime of the Gafſpell; this 1s the comtroverize 
which we flatly deny. = 
| Secondly, the reaſons To canfirme this point 
kar Adam bad not this, grace offaith : The rea» 
o2is this, this beleeving in the Lord Feſas Chriit 
bs chat which dorh dire&tly crofie the eſtate of 
Adam in his innocency ; and the nnocency of 
dem wherein he was created, and rherefore Cane 
Wot by no means agree to him,and rhar appeares 
hos: for a man to have a principle of lite in him- 
de which 4dambad, and ro ferch a principleot 
ite from another, which wee doe by faith, theſe 
re contrary the oneto the other, hee lives well, 
nd to bee ſaved by living well, and ro bee-laved 
df another, and to live well by the pawer oteno- 
der, theſe are contraries one rothe other,to have 
in himielfe as 4dzm had, and ro have all from 
;nother, and not in himfelfe z theſe are contr2- 
01s the one tothe other, and therefore can- 
otttandrogerher, and therefore obſerver, the 
nanner and phrate of Scripture is this, and it 1s 
rery ſtrange, Phil. 3.9. That I may bee found in 
um, n0t having mine owne righreouſneſſe, as if 
 ſhonld ſay, 4dams in his eftate of innocency 
Ws m himſelfe, and had his owne righteouſneſle, 
ie had a power to plcaſe God, and to fave him- - 
clfe dy it : bur now in the time of the Lord 
iſt, the ca't 15 Cleare, wee are not, nor cannot 
dc found in our owne rightconſneſſe, or in the 
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workesofthe Law, bur in the righeeonhelt 
God by faith imputed ro us, andof his Ds | 
{towed on us, fo that theie two cannot ſtady: 


\ gether. Ss then I reaſon thus, that which ico 


A 


Objef. 2, 


Anſw. 2. 


to the innocencie of Adam, and contradihty 


eſtare of 4dam in his innocency, that can nay! 


agree tothe eſtate of 4dam, but for a mantohs 
leeve in rhe Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and rohned 
fromhim if it had beene revealed, thishadbewe 
crofſe rothe nature of Adam, and therefore 
not-poſlible that he ſhould have thisfaithinhg; 
Tow I come toanſwer ſome objections. 
Firſt, if Adam had not this faith, andifth 
Lord did not require itat his hands, thenitkew 
thatnor beleeving in Chrift is not a finneaguni 
che Law of God, for God commanded notl 


the Law. 


Torhis 1 anſiver, that not belceving in 


LordChriſt,is nota finne againſt the morallin, 


bur it is a finne againſt the Law ofthe Goſph 


'1 John 3-2 3. This is his Commandement, thn 
ſhould 


eleeve in the Name of the Lord Teſw Cir: 
the want of this faith is a finne uot fo 


 againſttte ten Commandements, 45 againlt 


Goſpell properly, -as Rom.3. 28. By what Li 


boafting excluded 2 by the Law of faith, (0 tht 


there is a Law even of faith, not onely a lawn 
rall, bur a law of fa'th. nl 
Againe they obje&t, did not Adam then 
in God, and put his confidence in God: i 
I anſwer, there is a kinde of confidences w 
Adimbad, bar it is not that which 1s of __ 
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hich we now ſpeake of in vocation,aad Duvines 
lo truly ſay ere are bound to truſt in God by 
he firſt Commandement, but that truſt is nor 
is faith, bur it is of a marvellous farre, differcne 
ature: Know therefore that to truſt and be- 
ein Chriſt avingly is thus much, when the 
oule is wholly pluckt off from it ſelfe, and 
oes wholly ro another for that which it hath 
ot of it ſelfe : this {dam had not, for Adam 
ould not ſeeke ro: another for a principle 
if life, for hee had it in himſelfe, neither was 
fone in him , for the Angels themſelves 
Joe not beleeve in Chriſt, neither 1s 1t required 
them. Againe, Adam had a kinde of trult and 
onfidence ir. God, but not this truſt, nor chis 
aith, but it was this, ſo farre as the creature be- 
ng a ſecond cauſe, ſhould ſtay and move it ſelfe 
cording to the firſt cauſe, and toconcurre with 
be firſt cauſe unto any worke : This Adam had, 
dthe Angels have it in Heaven, which beleeve 
iot 1n Chriſt, The bleſſed Angels have a power 
pirituall in themſelves, _ and ' they ſay that all 
ower is farſtly in God, and that he doth governe 
emandall the Heaycns too,and ſtay themſelves 
"pon God firſtly,and ſoco-worke with God : but = 
bis 8 farre different from ſaying thus; the An- 
els ſtay themſelves firſt upon God, as being the 
mtcaule of all created ſubſtances, and to goe to 
0, tofetch-a principle of life from God, theſe 
RON. [ougr: © earrer;ty C | 
The maine obje&tipn of all-is.this; If (ſay they) ObjeF 3;; 
mm acver ad powerto beleeve; and o bclee- 
| ving 
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viog in Chriſt was not in the ſtare of his 
nocency ; then why doth God condemteng. 
for not beleeving, ſeeing they have not th 

' -. Power, and Fdam had itnor? Ir is allthediff 
that fies nponthepoint: The. aalweris phy, 
open, and naked, and therefore I anſver ity. 
diſtinction thus : 
. Infidelity and nort- beleeving doth impl ty 
things thas:the farſtisthe meer want of thepox 
of fanh, and the abſence of abiliry to relt wa 
another; and to ferch rhe principle of graceſiy. 
another, neither the Law nor the Golpell, nr 
GodHhimfelfe doth condemne thee fortins; ug; 
the Goſpell dorh-not require this, chat amy 
ſhould have power of himſelfe. to belcere,on 
God doth not require ir, bur the promiſchi 
faith, and feeds faith, ic begers faich, andowb 
noes fatch inthe ſoules of all thoſe thathark; 
and this is all that God would have, thatthelo 
ofa poore finner ſhould be contented totaled 
| from him, andbee under the Spirit, charwdl 
 1nable him to beleeve, and to goe rohimfords 
"which may make him' beleeve: that heemguy 
| made ſtrotig mn 'the power of the might x 
Chriſt, as im thatplace ofthe Ephefrans, 0c 
 pellfaith, thou arte poore miſerable fionerl® 
rs mercy, only be contenred that Iſhoukd WF 
-ppon'thee for thy good, and convey/mael 
thee; ſOtHarthe bare want'is notthe canemn 
| God doth condemne a man ; the AngesiF 
. ven this day. have not this ſaving faith, Ws 
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are want of chis confidence; there is atvaverſhes: 
hearr,and a croſſenefle of ſoule, ro'the meanes 
orace, ant! the Goſpel, and againſtthe Spirir 
Ferace, that would worke faith, and draw my” 
ul ourof my finne, and phicke my fouleto/my- 
,iourd@ ſinfall foule is faſtaed ro hisfolly,and; 
ul:d upon: his baſe corruptions, and hee reſts 
ere witha kinde of reſolution, norto goe off 
om bisdiſtempers, and be wilthold his corrap- 
jons, and maintaine his laſts;: ſothat when'mer: 
eisoffered, he: ith; T will'not have mercie;bur 
j finne; and: che Spirit of God thallnot plucke' 
y corruptions from- mee, bar I will '/have my 
neracher than a Chriſt, though Tperiſh for it ; 
rcliſking againſt che meanes of grace,the pro- 
le, and mercie, andthe moſt bleſſed Spirir of: 
ace, this lawes from origitall corruption, and: 
tefore '4dam never had this; and comming: 
vil ane, and being a.fruicof fiane;a mani{hal 
d mult juſtly bee condemned for-1c:'1rhough 
amid not Faich, yet he wohldnot have oppo- 
Ithe Spirit of grace, it would have wrought 
jon him : thisis the infidelitie which the Scrip- 
re. ſo often makes - tnerition' of;\ becauſe: the 
at 8 proud and ſturdy, and ſecled apon-his 
2, and faith, What, ſhallJeſtsChriſt comers 
Ft Me grace, and to plucke away my fignesand 
mucins, and to'give-mee grace? I willnane 
his Chriſt,noc I; if thou docſt want grace;bes+ 
lethou haſt reſiſted grace, [thoxi-arthjnſtly co 
* condemned_ as a fintfr + this-is* che whole 
X 


nation, 
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nation, thas light is:come into che world, and mating love 
 darknefſe better than light, beeauſe their ways 1n 
euit; that is, they love cheir finnes lofts andeox. 
_ ruptions,and chnſe. them, and faſten tor 

will have them, and will-not have a Chriſt; thi 
is the ruine ofa finner, and this is the infideſ 
which the Lord ſpeakes of, and this is 
_ elſe buttherefiſting ther grace and mercie i 
wawdwarke grace: in kim. aud: this is properjy 
unboleefe, bibos andotcofc hence hams hew 
to heaven, a man that js:a eoverous wrench, cf 
hearted, the word reveates chis, and: condemns 
this, and ſaich hee, I wittnotforfake chewed; 
ardibeadolterce faith, 1 willioe forfike mylaſs 
and the druakard faith;E will nor farfeke my con. | 
pani ons, hee 15 ftaked downe to his 
ſb thatalt tbe Angels in heaven, and all theprs 
miſſes of the Gofpell cannor-perfivade hit» 
forfake- his corruptions, but he ivſtaled downew | 
his corruptians, and 'hngs them; ond ſaith, Twill | 
hug my ſinne- in defpire of all the world, n 
©ad himfelfrs this is a cunfed froje of ofiginl 
cor ; this'ts ſinſalland fearfol!, ard attin 
is juſtly. coridamned foyrir 5 -fo'then no #a#% 
condemned for want of power to. belceve; bit * 
becauſe horefiſts grzce andwercie, ndvili 
receive wer to beleeve.” | 

Thirdly, now hh Gmbiceg ſh How Kota 
workes pon he her, this is {caſie forall offor 
roapprehend, d you may the better ſecthe®?| 
der of Gods'w KO, Yee obſerve" TIICTC TUu'! | 
rules; the nabwejcke ehfrd;, 0 | 
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the fourch ; chetefore we will onely propound the 
two former t0.1hake way for thereſt., _ wy 
Firſt, when God eomes to worke upon a poore 
inner,/hee findes him dead in {inne,and hee harh 
no good at all in him, no: ſaving fiipernacurall 
good, and hee 1s notable teworke any good in 
himſelfe by all the meanes in theworld, and he is 
| notable to receive any ſpiricaall m the uſe 
of thoſe meanes; ſo the1Apoſtle (aich,// x0 rhes 
| inwy feſb dweleb nogerd thing; and our Saviour, 
lon 3, 6. Phatſorver us borne of the fleſb, ts fleſb x 
whatioever comes from - man, from corrupted 
fleſh, is uncleane ; 1o Kean. $. 7.'The carnal or-the 
ly wiſdome not ſubje# tothe law of Gads/ 6 
that a man not only hath no goodin-himſcife,bur 
he HY able to receive any good, bur rather op- 
| Secondly,hence it is cledre,tharalbfaving wotkes 
we the proper gifts of God, and the peculiar ope- 
rationsof his good Spiritan :the 'hearts of thoſe 
that have it, for if every man by nature'is dead in 
{rnne, and hath no good of hicmſelfe; and/canre- 
 crive nogood, bur rather oppoſe ir, then if hee 
| bacany ſaving workewrought in him,itis Gods 
free gift : therefore firſt che Lort meers with a 
poore fianer, andrevealeshitnſelfero himbefore 
debe aware of ir, as many a edn taply drops into. 
thecongregation,or falsincoa houſe where there 
ls conference, and mercy, and grace, ſhines uport 
aa, before he is aware of ir, and doch effeQually 
Tawthe foule home from finne to God; as 16h. 
6. 44. No man comes bo me, exicopt che-Farber which 
EN XX 2 bath 
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bath ſent me ,draw him ;the Lord bindes the ſtrong 
man in preparationand humiliation, for theDe. 
vill will not goe out by intreaty; no, the Lord 
 Jeſusmuſt binde him, 'and then theLord Jehs: i 
pleafed to ſeparare the ſaule from finnero him- 
© ſeife,and he rakes poſſeſſion othim, and in yocy 
tion hee perſwades the ſoule effeQually, and 
bringsic home, and when he 1s brought home, h6 
gives him his good Spiritto ſanaifiehim,)..:.) 
Thirdly, (and this I would. have you make) 
' though all grace come : from: the'Eotd Jeſus 
Chriſt, and the/power af his Spirit, yetrhe Lord 
-workesthe.worke of his grace and Spirie;aftera 
cycrs manner.:.and:themanner eſpecially,which 
_* 15 remarkable,is this ; no man'hath grace by n- 
ture,nor any gond,andiall that he hath isthepro- 
per worke of God, and this God workes, though 
differently, {Ome workes God workes uponts, 
ro bring usto Fimſelfe, and ſome workes God 
workes-in ns, tobringus into a nearer comm 
anion; .and:a Tim 1:14: Thatexcelent thing whid 
45 c0mimieted torbee; kerpe faſt, how? by rhe Spine | 
that dwels in mw, this excellent thing wastheds 
&rine of the Goſpell; now Saint Paul perſwads 
us, to keepe it by the Spirit thatdwelsinus, 
is awatter which'blindes-many a poore nent 
mangthat otherwiſe would beſtow himfelteupon 
thefree grace of God; we truly ſay, thatall gia 
comes from Chriſt, hercupon many a manthinkes 
tharhe muſt firſt be in Chriſt;before he cankure 
any graces we rcceive Chriſt by faith, andrvers 
_ forewemnſt baye faith, before wecan hare ls, 
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» The Sowles effeFnall calling co Chriſt. 
| - -ndwee come to Chriſt by faith, and therefore 
” we muſt have faith before wee can come to him : 
nowthe Lord Jeſus is the: Aluthour of all grace in 
' the hearts:of his ownej/ the Lord 'workes ſome 
zrace uponustobring usro himſeſfe,as the worke 
of preparation and vocation , 'this is a ſaying 
worke of Chriſt, bur per ir is. the worke of the 
Lord+to: bring us:home:to himſelfe, bur. now. 
when we are come by faith, -then God conveyes 
another worke tous, he doth juſtifie a finner, and 
adopt him, and favQifte' him: as'in this {1mili- 
tude, the ficſt {dam by. way of a naturall genera- 
tion, muſt beger achilde; before he can imprint 
his image of. corruption apon him;'dnd'he maſt 
be the fonne of Adam, betore he can receive cor- 
| ruption from Adaw, ſo that generation is the 
way to corruption, ele it is nocorfuption;; as in 
| thatplace, dom begar wſonne inhis owile image, | 
that 1s,as blinde, as ſtubborne, as proud as Adam, 
Þ that generation is the way by wh'ch wee te- 
ewe-corruption 'from the firſt 4daw : fits in 
tie lfecond 4deey, he dorh-by-ſþititaall regenera- 
tonandafter a ſpeciall manner worke upon the 
hearts of his, to bring chem home to him, before 
be will imprint his. image upon them;which ische 
Wageoffanification; rhe Lord Jeſus will by the | 
Wrke of vocation and' preparation, /asby a ipifis - 
mall union, bring the ſoule ro himſelfe; before he 
Wilimprine his image upon him inſanQificarion; 
0% preparatian and:yocarionigoe before ſanti- 
icaionand yet thepare norfactificatioti inthe - 
Trick ſenſe 585: gencration werit before the im- 
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printing + of the fathers image, fo vocatiun'ns 
Chriſt, is before theimage of Clriſtcanbeeiy, 
printed: Lute toexprefle my felfe by this fimith. 
tude, Jooks as it. is with a:clocke' thur hath ih 
 wheeles turned che 'rong way, what auſt'smy 
 doego make theſe -goe..riphe ? Firſt be 
ſtops the wheeles, andthe whecles Joenor: 
themſelves,-and then be mrnes che wheele; 
the wheele doth nat twrae it ſelfe, and whenkee 
hath done ſo,chenhe gives 1rapoiſcorplam,ond 

by vertuethereof the whectes tun right, andthe | 
2  ftrickes right, alltheſeare ſorctall work | 
and chenming is not che ſtriki 
the ſoule of a poore ſinnicr, the he 
like this wheele, it was made renin 
him, andto ſervehim,and was her heave. 
ward, butnowit is holl-ward, fin-vard, and 
world-wardyand ic is: quite unjoynted * now how 
muſt God workeuponthis heart, cobringirivts 
therightframe againe2 Finſt,the Lond foprehe 
Poore finner,audchat-isby preparation;hethen 
-him his finne,and the puniſhment of ir,andwhes 
he is poſting on to hell, the Lord writes bitte | 
things againſt him, and ſaich, friend rbis is wot 
the way to happineſſe, friend ifyou goe chat ws), | 
there 43 the pir of deſtruttion before. and 
worn ing ſtrong Ia 

fanner by godly feare,and 
and: curnes it from: wickednefſe. Secondly; 
Lord turnes; rhe heart ro himlehfe' in yoearkn, 
anche Lond fainh, come hicherchqy poor 
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ner, doc not goeto thy | luſts, hey! will kill:thi 
A UN pa, t- 
ayenottothe world, it willdelude thec; bur goe 
:othe Lord Chrift, Ind hewill inrich thee ; thon- 
at fikhy; bor goe- to Chrilt; and heywillpurge! 
chee; thon arc miſerable,bue cometo Chriſt, here 
is happinefſe, and'chat will ſave thee : by this: 
time the wheele is ſtopped, and alfo rarned the 
right way, and every wheele is where' ir (Hould - 
 - be: and then-the- Lordjuſtifiers' poore fmnrer, 
| jy well pleaſed witli him, and isreconcitedro ' 
kim,andhie giverh t:is Spirit wv adoption, andrhac 
ja4thepoife, het fo he ſhall ny 

theworid,norby bis laſts, daebpc Spiyie 
oftheTord Jeſs Chriſt, re dof the'Spi2 
ritoftheLord Jeſus Chriſt dork: alfift liar pyore 

foule for ever, Thirdly, the ſonte having! 
ra het Arps. Gnog For here 
vof ſonnes. : I this 
whole-Flame of th& Wear tens right; dnd'is toc 
wards God, andfor God;indkves Gad md hath 
the ſri 'powery nd'@ mew princhyle of it - 
fafe, and'thiv'is'ehe rowine worke of fanifica< 
| thp:if you witl take BadiGeartoltinrhefirichs 
mc, alf they es; bue-this'. 
| dihe maine workeceF al}. y, wtheclocke' 
wieticirehesfranted; fries righe, and when: ir 
Siwo. ie firikes ew: and when it s/chroe; 7 
Mikes three 3 fo tefik isthus tedbyt he Spirke 
Aoi. Rom 8. 24-andther irobeyes Godjand! 
obo dry, andioves Average A 
en melts; ih Trarh, 
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vpughteeiſc;ſo>char-rhe oule is (hopped hu- 
mijliation}} and istarned Invocation, ity lag 
the-poiſe in adoption'; ard renovation: in-fuv 


- Qzficarion, and! it obeyes God in all things; 


- 


: then:the copclbfon!id: chis,- all-theſe are Quing 
 workes,and fch as dog andoubtedly accompany.” 
ſalvation, buralltbis while, one is notanother, 
: for two of theſe are wrought npon us, that i,pe 
paratiqn and yoeation,.and thele are.bya pallir, 


Qification laws, and makes us able to ſervli 


- Gentiles to open their eyes;- ©& turne t 


woxke: the, wheele wojkes becauſe, it/1s moved, 
and in the other three zhe Lord conveyes-his Spb 
rit to us,and metcifully workes the power of lan-. 
and obey.him 5 48s 2 6,-1.8. Paul was FR 
the power of darkneſſe to-God, that they mayre. 


_  ceive forgiveneſſe of ſinnes, and anipher ance 


- marke all che paſſages of ic, from darkveſle.and 
Sathan, that is; in preparation; to God-and to 


light,that is, in vocation : and as Saint Peter ſaith, 


AHs 3.19. Repent, and be converted, that yet muyrn 


ceive the forgiueneſſe of fines; xe theres pres 
paration; and bee converted; there is yocatuot 

rurned from Sathan,andthe power of the Den 
that they may berinder the power of the djc- 
ſus,and lycat his foot-ſtoole:as a ſouldicr. 158+ | 


nedfrom ſacha captaine, when hee is conteltto 
be under another z- ſo the; ſoule is curned.ir l 


ſinne;andis content to take preſſe money ;anc* 


 beceme a ſoaldierof Teſus Chriſt, Thirdly, 
he: may receive forgiyene(®; of fnns het m 


Fd 
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-(i6cation and an inheritance among them tha 
po ited ther In artificarion, 8 al theſe are 
done by faith : the ſcope of the holy Ghoſt there; 
: todiſcover the frame of grace in the heare;; and 
therefore it is not ro be. underſtood ofche 'nature 
of Sandtification, but of the worke of it; that a 
man ſhould receive his fanRification by faith, and 
yet isbut ſanQified In part, theſe are contraries; 
The fourth is or.ely the worke of fanRification; 
and laſtly from the queſtionthusrcſalved; from 
hence that queſtion falls toche ground, and from 
hence, firſt a man may ſee it clearly that ſanRifi= 
cation comes afcer juſtification: and ſecondly, 
whether repentance is before faith, or whether 
repentance 13 before juſtification, or juſtification 
before faith and repencance-: and:thirdly; whe- 
ther there be any other inſtrument to beleeve in 
Chriſt, but faith; 'No,rthere ignoother, forthey 
allconcurre by faich : Thus much for'the firſt uſe; 
aword of confutation, andinformation, :  . 
Secondly, if itbe ſo that faith isa reſting upon 
God, and arcceiving of mercy from God, then 
his is aword of terrour to all that ſtill. remaine 
Inuadeleefe: they are ro ſee their Gnne and mi- | 
(cry by finne, their ſinne is moſt .hainons,; and 
their plagues are intolerable if icbee faith rhat 
_— to Chriſt, and ſuits a-man with all 
ntorts from Chriſt : then all you unbeleeving 
{n0ers, ler your ſoules ſhake in the apprehenſion 
of all theſe plagues, of which you are guiley.. Jt 
nthemiſery that befalls. creatures,they are 
lthtobeknowne to be or theeyes,or 
_ Yy rob= 
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robbers, becauſe ſhame will cometo them; bur 
not 'to beleeve the promiſe, and to deſpiſe the 
Lord: Jefas Chriſt: yo2 make nothing. of this, 
| draw the harrowes lightly afcer you;-you 
confefſe this finne, and the other ſinne, andyoy 
doe welcome irc: but in the meanetimenoman 
lookes to his unbelceving heart, and yer this js 
the greateſt ſinne of all-ocher, and brings the 
greateſt miſery; as Heb. 3. 12. Take heed, why 
whats the matter? For the Lord Jcſus Chriſthis 
fake; take beed left there be in anyof you an evill beat 
of unbelcefe, to depart from the living God c thizuns 
beleefe makes you depart from the-Lord God, 
youwill take heed of whoringand druakenneſt, 
and yon wiltfay yon arenot foand fo, butI fi 
thou haſt an evill and anfairhſall heart,5andthog 
art a dead man}, and a miferable/man, .andthsu 
.artgone fron che'Lord God, the God oflliup - 
_ Pineſſeandtherefore thou art but adamned man: 
This is the root and theworſt of all,” take heed . 
of ary unbeleeving hearr, ic departs away. from 
theliving God;' this/is the nature and milctyof 
this finne, Whar js the eſtate of the damned m 
Hell>' and this ſhall bee the ſentence thatispal 
againftthe wicked inthat day, whenthe Heavent 
ſhall tnelc; and the Goars-ſhall-ftand-on the kf 
hand;andthe Sheep onthe right hand, and win 
ye ſhall ſce all the Heavens on/a flame, -andyou 
ſhall heare that fearfull voyce, faying z, arite 701 
danined undeleeving wretches, ſtand forth and 
heare'your doome; whar wilt bee your greatrll 
miſcry inthatday? ever his, Dp JO, 
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 exrſed, into everlaiting flames: this istheppſhot 


of vengeance, andthe ſharpeſt ſentence; -wonld 


' Now therefore away thou variet, bee gone to 
Hell z I donbt not bdt the very proudeſtwretch 
n bell would then be content to-hangupon:mer- 
cy before hee went to Hell, and hee would beg 


- thathe might yer breathe to call afcer mercy : If 


tharwolldeſt take heed of this ſentence, -then 
take heed of an unbeleeving heart, forby-unbe» 
l:efe, thou paſſeſt the ſentence againſt rhy ſelfe, 
thou geedeſt none other ro condemne thee. Oh 


- you narthinke this terrivle, if youdid heare it 24 


therefore ger you home and humble your ſelves- 


| infecrer, and ſay thusz The Lord hath given'mee 
' a heart to ſeethe evill of :my hearr: 'Iblefſeithe 
Lord, thon haſt kept my hand; my-eye, my life, 


but good Lord -I never ſaw the horrible nature 
of figne, which will be my bane ; to this" day I 
was never burrhened: with it : Ohthat T' mighe 


now take heedof ir,what ſhalt ſay tomine owne 


heart? depart thou-wtetch-ro Hell, the:Lord for« 
bid. Oh ſtrive mighrily with God, and with your 
owne ſonles, and reſt: nor cill yoa ger forme 
ſtrength from Heaven,and fay if that yaiceſhoald 
come againe, Oh, woe to mee for ever, well my 


unbeleeving heart doth this, and hath paſt the 


lenteneenpon mine owne ſoule zyou heare theſe, 


udif you would but rake home theſe truths,they - 
Vould make you ſtagger : See what our Saviour 


th, Jobs 5, 4.5. "7'ow will nos come 16 mee that yer 


Bay bave life + but 1 know you that yee bave not the 
WW of crdinges; comming is be ceving,' is this 
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The Somles effe@ wall calling toChriſt, 


finne ſo heavy, the Lord faſten it upon/your 
hearts: whar, ſþall any man goeawayand lay, [ 


. Willnor belteve there is ſach a generation, whi. 


ther will you goe ?. If the world calls, yee.nm; 
if the devill calls, ye- goe' pheſently; tur willyoy 
not come.to'the Lord Jefus when he calls z0v? 
then Hell is to. good for you, bezre witnefle of it; 
many a ſoule herethis Cay is ſtill rcfolvedtogoe 
onin his fins, and ſayes, Famreſolved tohavemp 
owne courſes, and Iwill be asproud as ever, and 
{weare, and drinke, as much as ever, and [will 
nat- goe to Jeſus Chriſt, whither wilt yce: 

then ? - Will yee goe to deſtruction? I callthe 
Angels and all the Saints torecord, you willnot 
come, then you muſt to deſtruction, thereis no 


otherway tocometo Jeſus Chriſt, bur by beles- 


- . Now furthes to difcoyer' the fearfulnefſe of 
this ſinne, and'the: miſery of them that continge 
wu let mee lay it open-by-foure. particulan, 
thereby it ſhall appeare, that howſoever unde- 
leevers make no-great matter ofir,jJet if they 
have the hearts of men about them, they ſhall fee 
the miſcry of their owns ſoules, apdthat intb. 
foure particulars, . + iN 
Firſt it-keeps off the riches of merciesthitar - 
in Chriſt, - from the ſoule; chat it cannot enjo 
them 3 there is no-happineſſe but onely by @T- 


 Mmunion with God; and now infidelity keepsof 


God from us, and keeps'out ihatgoodneſſ 


God is willing to beſtowupon us, if we hadhem 


fiaccd co receive it, Infidelicy ſhuts. up po 
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The Soules effe ual calling ro Chriſt. 


Gnner that hee cannot looke ont, nor looke up 
:owards Heaven , and thats the reaſon why 
whenthe Lord: chaines _ poore-finner under 
the power of his chicfe duſpleaſure;he gives them 
upto hardneſle of heart, andunbelecfe, Hom. 11, 
92. He hath ſbut up all in unbeleefe s it is-a compa» 
riſon thas tobe conceived, as it is witha hainous 
malefattour that hath. confpired againſt the Kingz 
and when he is taken they pat him intolittle eaſe, 


* orfome ſuchcloſe darke dungeon, and clap:cold 


irons upon him, and if any frienJcometo bring 
himany thing, hee canror ſpeake with him, nor 
he cannot receive ir becauſe he is c!oſe priſoner : 
Sothe Lord doth in: his heavy'diſpleaſare, hee 
locksupthe ſoule inunbeleef, and holds:the heart 
in the chaines of unbeleef;, that howſoever judge= 
ments paſſe up and downe the world;yetall theſe 
judgements cannot awaken him, nor all mercies; 
why? bccauſethe enbeleeyer 15 ſure enough hee 
cannot ſo much as looke to that! mercy prepared, 
andoffered in Ieſus:Chriſt ; and thars the reaſon 
wiy when the Lord comes: by in all his glory, 
andmercy,as hedid Exed.33; wr Tg, 1s : 
ive L1rd, flrong,- merciful and gloriow,' When all 
theſe paſſe by, the unbeleev in his ſeat; bur 
his heart is locker up, thathec cantiotlooke op; 


| andrhatsthe reaſon why: che Apoſtle fairh Row, 


11.8. Hebath given chem: theſpiria of lumber .,cyes 
that they ſhould not ſee, and Jeri that they ſhould 
ws beare 29 this very day z that though hehath all 
thecall; of mercy, yet he hatheyesand (cesnot, 
ad all is till, and nothing ſtirring in the ſoule, 

Ty 3. wy 
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Chriſt, ſothac iferernalllifeand happlnelſewe? 


nay, 1t15 notonely ſhutup.andcanbottome ty 
God, but unbeleefe barres the doares, that Jef 
Chriſt cannot come to it: therefore, /obar.y2; je 
came to bis qwne, ana bis ewne received biman; bu 
in the 12. verſe, t0 44 many as Feceiued bim,to they 
he pave power to be the Sounes of God: this node. 


| leefe barres the doores, and ratſerh Forts againſ 


him, and cloſerh- every; crevis: of the heare; that 
nota beame of mercy, not aglimpſe ofpitty can 
belerinto the foule, ſo longas itis inthiscondi 
tion. I beſcech you obſerve it, uabeleefeisatin 
not ſo muchof one faculty of the foule, buriti; 
thatas carries the whole man with it: as when 
a man fers himſelfe-in any unruly will, and'wil 
be ruled 'rhereby, 1o thar it ſtops every 

and there is no entrance for mercy ;.forlookey 


- Itiswith faith, che root of it 3s in the will; dat: 


the rule'of it is over/all the whole man ,'-and 
therefore faith' carries all -the whole ſoule to 
God ; love, and: hope, andjoy, :and- all goes to- 
wards God, andche ery ſame nature: 

hath; tocarry the ſoalefrom God ; theroorotir 
is in che. will, bac: the” rule of it-is in thewhole 


| man, and keepes'\the ſoule under thepowetand | 


authority of it, a#by faith wee goc home to the 
Lord Jeſtis Chriſt,and are content that hefhould | 
doe whar he wilt withrias;ſo unbeleete keepesthe 
foule under command; and will diſpoſe ofalis 
his owne pleaſtre,thisis be poyſon and yenome 
of this corruption, ir tops all the paſſages ofthe 
ſouls, thar'Chriſt cannor come at ir, nor tat 


> 


ns - 4 
rowing on men re 


The 0ulrs eff euall ral oo 1.ORAT. _ 


id downe upon the naile,” yer" vnbtlecfe- will 
not ſuffer the ſoule to ſtretch outa lirtle finger to 
+, and faith loyeafd joy,” Feharge you, \defightt 
"otinthar mercy; anddeſfre,"lookeniot out after 

irs nay, # the wrath'of God bee revealed frem” 
Heaven againſt the ſole, yet it ſtops the foule 
that the wrath of God moves'ir' not, becauſe un- 
belecfe ales: and faith feare, tremble'not at Gods 
mentsz and forrow, 'montne not-your for - 
ſine, come all this way and forrowtor rhe lofſe 
| ofprofics and pleaſates, and becanſe my will is 

crofſed, bait T will nothave you ſomiich av'Iooke 

| after God,This-1s che curſed nature ofenbelecfe,] . 
thirthere is nothing of God; oFg#Ke and happt- 

 teſe, 641 come neere'the ſonle, unleſietheiron + 
gate of infidelity bee plackt off the' hinges, aid 


rs go empn thivis FR WIS 
7 Propher ſpeakes of 1/457; 9. when the Lord 
Mee the power of hitnſelfe in dn ex- 
traordinary mariner, he bids 4haz that he ſhould 
looke for a miifacle s arid/yerbefaith, ©/f gow be- 
leevt ner, you eanmet be eFiabliſhed's fo thatthough * 
God expreſſed never ſich miiratulous-power' of | 
mercy and goodnefſe;/ yet ſo Tongavthe heatt” 1s 
locktupin unbeleefe, there is no mercy cattieome - 
him; nay, whichis worl©:if wotſe cart be, un- 
beleckenor onely ſhitty the doore againft Chriſt, 
ad wil not receive hint wheh het incteats-for- 
elffrance; bur it ers opeti the doore to alf baſe 
bo pri infignicy offered to he Goof 
raven and earth, as Zer 3/22. 14; 0by0 banyals 
ro 
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to Chriſt; 


 beaftomiſhed at this,why, whar is the matter? wy 
people have committed two evils ; they have forſale 
me the. fountains of living waters,and diggedtothey, 
ſelves broken pits that-will bold no water + This 
not onely unreaſonable, bur unnatural, andthe 

| heavens they ſhake atir zitis againſt thecourſegf. 

- nature, thar a man ſhould depart from the Al. 
mighty that. would ſtrengthen him, andto ml} 
upon his owne folly,and goe from the wiſedowe 
of Gad, that would dire&, himin every-good 
way z nay itchuleth a. mans.owne baſe cormuptis 
ons and luſts: and in. the- mcane time depars- 
away from the Lord; and,hisgrace, and his mer. 
cy; and ir peferres fine and the Devill before 
the. Lord, ard all that ſufficiency of good thatis 
in him.; and therefore theProphet wiſheththe 
Heavens to becaſtoniſhedatthis: weake thing 


naturally incline--co. chat which may ſtrengihe 
them, and hcavy things will.not reſt, untilithe / 
come to the earth, becauſe.chat will ſaſtaine 
them. -Oh-whar a baſencſle isthis,. hs 
are weary-of a baſewrerch, that will cruſt co hi 
owne.- corrupt heart, ' and renounce grace and 
Chriſt, and happineſſe and all: this is the fit 


Secondly, unbeleefe it makes all mcanstobt. 
unprofitable ; that is, whena man is ſeled upol 
his folly, and is reſolved: roxeſt upon hisreve 
ous will, and to. bee ruled by #har, bee villas 
dooke out nor attend, nor give. catertanmentld | 
 Whathoever is revealed. to. the contrary. TW 
-Wakes all meanes unprofitable, bee the mw 
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"oy The SoulereffeBuall calling zo Chriſt, 


never ſo precious and powerfull,and though they 
have done never 1a much good inquickning. the 
hearts of others, yet they \never doe theſe men 
2ood,this unbcleefe makes all meanes to be pile 
upon the ground, and they never doe good to an 
mbelceving heart as Heb,g. 12. let ns feare there= 
fore, leſt at any time by forſaking the promiſe of 
entring into his reſt, any of you ſhould ſeemeto 
bedeprived of the grace and mercy of God; for 
the word was preached farſt to us, as: alſo: unto 
them, but it did not profat them chat heardiit, be» | 
cauſe it was, not mixed-with-faith, there is the 
cauſe; be the reproofes and threatnings never ſo 
fierce, that it would almoſt: affright che heart ofa 


- Devill, and the comforts never ſo {weer, and the 


beart ofa poore Miniſter never ſo<nlarged, to 
worke apon the hard- hearted; yet infidelity is as 
the buckler thatbeares off all, and he ſaith; I will 
never belceve it,-all his words fall to the ground, 
andenter not unto the heart 3 no reproofeterri= 
fies, no exhorcation prevailes, the heart is un- 
delecying, it beats.bae':e, and thuts oat. all ;-chis 
8therealon why the Devill labours to make up 


{lis fortreſſe above all the reſt,becanſe he knowes, 


fany man have an anbeleeving heart , it will 
mkeallmeanes unprofitable ; the Devill-is con- 
entchat men have parts and gifts, and theſe will 
any 4 man to hell that. hath an unbeleeving 
: and therefore many wicked men that are 

the Devils faQours and ſchoolwaſters, the firſt 
iture they read to. a poore-foule that is: com- 
ung on, becauſe they feare that hee will bee 
Zz f wrought 
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wrought upon by the word, andthelightaf the 
word is come:intohis minde, and his eyes arcin. 
lightned, and:hee faith, If this. bee true tharths 
ace faith, then hee ſaicly,/$ an anmiſerable man, 
the Lord be mercifallro me: now fee-what the 
carnall wretch that is che Devils familiar, faithto 
him, I hope you have more wir, than to 
ſwaded of wharſoever he faith, he fpeakes our of 
paſſion, and he maſt ſay ſomething and rhreaned 
men live: long, &c, thes nothing workes tipod 
him, andthe Miniſter had:as good ſpeike tothe 
pillars, forall comesto nothing, —_—_— 
naturerhus, tharrhe not beleoving of! 

keepes the heart from beitig affected with ye % 
for*examplc thas ; ter there bee never fo 
threatnings, asrhae che Spanyard hath at mind 
ble navie of fomany ſhips' ſer our, the merchant 
that andenſtandsany thing, knowes __ 
nyard ot make ſach-anavie, and 

they beleeve ir not; bat in cighty eight doi 
mans heart begins ro ſhake; and every manbegits 
robcſtirre himſelfe : nay lerehe promiſe be ne 
ver ſo faire and ſweet, yet-if wee are no! 

ded of it, we never care for his kindenefſe,and vt 
looke norafter ir, and fay,' theſe are good word, 
and faire words make-fooles faine, birwe be 
leeve it not juſt chas it is with an been 
when hee comes to receive all. the means 
grace fromthe Lords hands;and when alljt 
ments are denounced from heaven , 20d it. 
wrath of God againſt fine; and che word | 


Be nit PTR as is nor mked: if yu Twin 
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—TheSoules effctnall calling toChrit, 


ſ, and walks after it, you. ſhall. reaps. everlaſting © 
eu and againe, No adwlterer or dennbard 
(bal emer into tbe. king domne of Leaves, they heare 

| theſe, and conſider of them, and make a ſmall 
mater of it,and will not beleeve ir; and-cherefore 
theytremble not at: it, andare not affefed with 
that curſed condition, '11n; which they ares Deas, 
:9.18,19, whenthe Lord had denouncedallthe 
judgements that could beexprefied, allthe mer» 
cies thatcould beerevealed, in the egd he faich, 
takebeeddeft therebt ingny of you, dny rave of bicroy+ 
me; ſo then, Men yre heave tbe words of rh curſe, 
yee bleſſe y1ur ſelves 11 this eftare,and ſay, 1 ſhell mo 


prace,thougbEwalke inwine owne woyes;z as it he 
1d; ifany man come to this, that hee:can;h 
allche flaſhes that! come-from hell; and; ſee: 
gaping for him, and heze the-thundering af Gods 
| judgements, 'and /beleeyes nothing, but bleſſeth 
halde and ſaith, the ORC _— 
| Tpeake; buryet -fhallbeebleded forallihis;this 
wipes of all the authority of the ttuch of God: 
looke as it 1$ in/nature, chat phy fick which: che 
Homack is not able ta-metaine(thouph irbee ne- 
wiidyood.) irwillneverpurge 5.and-the.mear 
thouph never ſo comfarcadle, yer if the Romack 
cannot take it downe and digeſt it,-it- will never 
nowiſh.aman : fo þe:theword .neyer.fa pbyficall 
I "UMTW Ac: map ortenrpptr— h 
wt, thathe witinac cakedowne bounty ies 
marvcllouscertaine, that thas»whrd\canvatpto- 
| Xlaambeleevingheart 3: @ndithara thexobſe of 
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The Somles eff:Aual calling roChrich, ; 


chat curſe which /eremiah ſpeakes of, chap; 19. 5, 
Curſed bee the man that truſts in man, and hee thy 
waterb fleſb his arme,and wichdraweth big bears from 
the Lord, for hee ſhall bee like the barren beath in th 
wilderneſſe, that it ſhall not ſee when good commu, 
 asit is witha barren heath, though che ſeed bee 
never ſogood,and the ſeaſons never ſocomfony 
ble, and though the ſfunne ſhine never fo fairly 
upon it, and chongh the dewes come from hes 
vennever ſo{weetly,yct there will nor bea grai 
of good corne; becauſe it isa barren heath coir 
with that unbelceving heart of thine, thy heart 
ſhall be like a barren heath, and thou ſhaitneyer 
ſee when goed commeth, much good will come 
to thy family, it'may be, there wil! one childe be 
humbled.and ic wilt cometto the: ſame cliambet; 
one ſervant is hardened. and another ſaved; the 
wife converted, and the husband is hardned; and 
che husband is conyerted, and the wife is ways 
ward and froward till : now chongh the: dewe 
of heaven bee never ſo comfortable, ſo thatone 
poore ſoule is ſtrengthened, and another ma 
hearc cheared, yet thy -unfaithfull heart is Ke 

| batrenheath; no good ſhall come co thee. an it, | 
there's no'mercy norconfolarion for that iow 
in allthe meanes that God continnes and voud: | 
ſafes, this is. the maine cauſe of all the inconie 

niences that come upon us, 'thar after all 
meanes continued and-nmlriplicd, there 38 

moſt nogood ar al} done; every family's ns 
barren heath, there-is' no good comes £0 f10)4 
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The Sonles effe# ail calting to Chriſt. 


| doe not meane Pagans, bur unbeleevers, and 
they receive not that mercy which Chriſt offers; 
nay it is juſt chat ic ſhould bee fo, that thou' 
ſhould(t never get good, though all the Angels 


| from heaven ſhould come and reveale Gods 


winde, and though all the Devils: ſhould come 
from hell ro terrifie thee, becauſe nnbeleefe 
draws away thy heart, and pluckes away the 


| foule, and makes the power. of the truth not to 
| prevaile with it, ſo chat:when the Lord would 
| come 10 upon the hearc,unbeleefe pulls away the 


heart from the truth of God ; Rexw, 11, 20. The 
lewes were broken offf, becauſe of anbeleefe ; they 
were cut off from bing Gods, people, and from 
enjoying the meanes of grace; thatwhenthe Lord 
would lay hold upon a poore ſoule, unbelcete 
__ the ſoule from the word, that ir may rurne 

om it, + 

But ome will ſay ,if unbeleefe makes all meanes 
wprofitable, then an unbeleever ſhould:uſe no 


| meanesatall. 


Lanſwer,Yes,uſe all the meanes as may be, be- 
cauſe the word may take away thy unbeleefe,and 
as thou uſcſt; all meanes,/ fo labour to have thy 
heart ſubdued and overmaſtered; the word tam- 
pers thy tongue -and thy fingers, but looke thou 
tothe Lord, and fay, Good Lord let thy word 

* powerfull rocome in upon my heart, and to 
tikeaway-myvabelecfe... 1 


-  Thirdly,;3t is anbeleefe har maintaines all 


fione inthe hearr of a ſinner, in the ſtrength and 


power of it, ſo much as may be inthis caſe : unbe- 
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lecte isthe motherofall corcaptions, andbreedy. 
many,it nufſeth and nouriſherh chem; ſo rhat 
they are fat and well liking, 'and they! come'vp 
marvellous well ; thats the meaning ofthe Apo. 
ſtles phraſe, 2 Theſſ.3.2. That we may be delivered - 
frem 1he hands of anred{anable and abſurd menihoy 
came they to bce 10.2: becanferall men hayenot 
_ faith; thatis,hethatwantsfaith, will never wan 
him ; and he that wanrs faith, will ever be untes- 
ſonable and. abſbrdz' dramkennefſe ſtares men 
the face, andque-facesrhe officers, and conremyr 
| -ofGad, and prophanation of the Lords dayjund 
the world carries all before them,as if they were 
the only commanders of the world whats'the 
reaſon of it? all men have not faith, rliey doenct 
beleeve theword of God chat condemneth'thok | 
finnes,and which wouyld'dire&them tocaft wy 
thoſe finres, and therefore they goe oniwith 
 -marvellous violence; ter 'the word of 'Godcome | 
in publike or private, they:make nothing ofil 
theſe, but they will have their owne'wayesr [uf 
co call unbeleefe the proteour of theeltate 
corruption; as it is with ſome” lowerſtaresand | 
princes, as inthe Low-countrits, and mGeali-. 
Dy; they areinot ableito ſabſiſt of themiſelve/al | 
therefore rhey are in teague with ſome othef, 
_ tharthey may be protected by them, and 8M 
«fuccour fromthem,andifthey defcad chempbX) 
hope to make their partsgood: withany (oth 
 unbeloefemaincainevany finge, goad init 
and ſtategindeed reftraininggrace,may'.curdeo. 
Truption,and keepe inthe diſtempers of he = 


—_ 
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bu there is noching chat can kill corruption, bur 
onely.the Spirit of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, by the 
of his grace z Rim. 8.2. Thelawof the Spi- 
powetof his gracez Fthe Spi- 
reef life, which 4 in Chriſt Teſns hath freed mee from 
the law of [inne, ana of death; finne fets up a law, 
2nd rates in the heart, as youſhaltfinde ir in your 
owne: hearts ; pride {airh, you! ſhall bee prond, 
thereis aſoveraigne ruſe; and atyranicall attho- 
 fity which pride expreſſerh inthe heart; now the 
gpiricofthe Lord Iefus, ſets up anotherlaw,-and 
there isa more commaſiding power in that,than 
inthecorruption of the ſonle; and the law ofthe 
Spirit taketh away the powerof finne,that wonld 
prevaile againſt apoore ſinner; the law of meek= 
reſſein Chriſt,takes away the law of anger inthe- 
heat; and the [aw of patience in Chriſt, takes 
away the law of impatience ; and thelawof cou: 
rage; takes away the law of cowardizez and the 
ww of chaſtity, rakes a vay thepowerofunclean= 
nefſe; ſo that there is no;ſfinne'can be ſabdned, 
butby thepower of Chriſt, and the workeof his 
fir : now unbeltefe keepes the hearr wholly 
from Chriſt, therefore it can receive no good 
nomChrift; and from hence it is thatall ſinne is 
mantained in the fonle inthe fall vigour it, 
ertisnounbe!e-verin ail the world; but he hath 
all fnne ſtrongly in him, and nor one finue'that 
exc was ſhine, ic is ſtrange to ſee, when unbe- 
leefe prevailes bur a Incle/in che heart of a' poore 
Mint tow allother ſinnes par our their heads,and 
1 IMmſelvesamiine; avLute a2; 72. SIm0n, 
"11, $2:ar bark defired to ſift 1hee, as whear, yo : 
. ave 
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_ have prayed, that thy faith faile thee not 5 Sathanky 
boured to ſhake the hold of Perers- faith, wid 
thereupon many corruptions' were expreſſed in 
his life, becauſe Peter did faile, and did not'bs» 
leeve that which Chriſt had faidto him, ſoſoone 
as unbeleefe prevailes, then falſe-berrtedneſſe ex- 
preſt it ſelfe, and he preſently denied his maſter; 
and then baſe cowardlineſſe ſayes; 1 now northe 
-n:; and his wanr'of reyefence to the name «f 
God diſcovers ir ſelfe, for hee fals to fweare that 
heknew him nor, and cffere was ſelf-love inal 
_theſe;: thus you ſee, when a man wiltnot belcere, 
every corruption breakes forth, and that amaing, 
and this nnbelecfe will fat all corruprtions in the | 
foule,and all carſeddiſtempers, and makesthem 
 fatand welbliking , as it is of faith in theſpir> 
tuall man, fo it Hy _ in ro _— o_ 
1 Pet. 2.11.Tbe lafteth againſt the ſoule ; there | 
isa kinde of armour * the fleſh and of comp 
rion, as well as the armour of rhe Spirit, whid 
- procurescomfort totheſoulez finne hath itcw-. 
 mour as well as grace; now looke as it 1s in the 
ſpiricuall armovurof a Chriſtian, faich is a ſhield 
ſhield defends nor only the body, bur all thes- 
mour of the body ; ſo faith, ir dcfends not onel 
the body, bur the ſoule, and all the graces oftle 
ſoule: ſoit is alſo with this infidelity, inregul 
ofa mans corrupt nature, corruption it 15M 
rainedby infidelity, as by a ſhield, it isfhe(hidl 

.of a mans corruptions, as faith is the ſhield 0 

ſpirituall man , Iconfefſe thar reformation; 
e meanesthereofour of the ordinances? - 
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ind the powerfull worke thereof, may marycl- 


louſly (hub and wound finne ; bur infidelitie will | 


heale it againe, and will reſtore life to it againe. I 
compare reformation to the retreat of anarmy, 
whenone ſide is weake, and the other fide is too 
ſtrong, and they are not able to make their parts 


000d, then they make a retreat, and goe home 
zptine to theirtrenches, and hee that wiſely re= * - 
treatshimſelfe, chongh he may loſe the day, yet 


he loſeth not a man, and the Commander faith, 
ſich a man was wounded, and ſuch a man was 


| burt alittle, but we cameall well home , they re- | 
treat into the trenches, and get more ftrength, 


andthen they levy our their forces againe. So it 


is with outward reformation, haply a man lives 


undera powerfull Miniſter, under a good maſter, 
adina good family, and all theſe make fin re- 
treat; and hee dares not ſweare, and he cannot 
wake in his wicked wayes, his maſter curbs him, 
all this while his ſinnes make a retreat ; but 


there1snone of them gone, the life of neyer a one 


ofthem is gone, ſo long as he hathan unbeleeyin 


heart : ler che unbelcever oy k 


means, and live innever ſo good a family, yet he 
tathnot one ſinne killed, they are onely retrea- 


ted, and fo unbelecfe nurſerh them, and makes 


them grow out with greater violence, This I 


take tobethe reaſon w y many a man that hath 


profeſſed the Goſpell, and hath had much horror 
heart, and many good reſolutions, and auch 
=expreſſed outwardly after many ycers, his 


"Mptions breake out againe and get ground, 
| Aa 


Aaa 


—_ 
i. ain 


T he Souler effefuallcalling co Chriſt, 


mt 


and they are armed afreſh,and they run violently, 
and for any thing a man knowes, they goe downe 
to hell: how many profeſſours have tarned to 
be uncleane perſons, and to be drunkards,becauſ 
theirold finnes were but onely ſcubbed by good 
company and the word,8c. But they neyer had 
their hearts throughly broken ; the root that 
nurſed all, was ſtill che fame, and therefore the 
breakeont notoriouſly,to the diſhonour of God 
the ſcandall of theGoſpell, and the confuſionof 
their owne ſoules, if God be not mercifull, - 
 Fourthly, as unbeleefe keepes God fromthe 
ſonle, and makes all meanes unprofitable, and 
maintaines all ſirne in the ſtrength and lite ofit: 
So laſtly,it makes the ſoule of a poor ſinner tobe 
ina deſperateeſtate,and a man continuing in this 
<1 Y paſt hope,help,&recovery;belceving 
isthe laſt covenant that ever God hath expreſt; a 
man may be ſaved and not doe the [aw,but a man 
cannot be ſaved if he doe not beleeve : thats the 
laſt covenant and condition of all, and ifheetick 
| here, he is palt all recovery withoat a wondettil 
worke from Heaven, Heb.3, 18, Therethe Lo 
Takes a ſolemne oath, that rhey ahat would nt it 
keve, ſhould never entey into his reſt ; to whom did 
he fiveare thus? to them-that belceved not zGod 
never takes an oath that hee that keeps 00t the 
law, ſhall not bee ſaved , or that hee thatcan 
performe tokeepe all the Commande ments,(hal 
not be ſaved, and never fee happineſſe : no, dil 
he takes an oath, that they that belceve not, 
never ſee happinefſe,and whenGod once "_ 


Þ >, 
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the thing is unchangeable. God never ſwore that ; 
if Adam did rot doe, hee ſhould notlive ; bur if 
he had not beleeved in that Chriſt that was pro- 
miſed, hee had never beene faved z bur thou 
we cannot live by exatt doing,yet we may live by 
beleeving,and we may goeto another to doe what 
God requires of us z and this is the reaſon of that 
| peremptory curſe which God ſeal-s downe upon 
the hearts of unbelcevers, 7obn 3. 18, He that be= 
| ketvethis nos condemned, but he that beleeverh not, us 
condemned already, hee bath one foot inhell, but 
why is it ſo? Z 
1 anſwer, looke as it iswith a man that hath 
acaſe robe tried, if it be tried in all the courts of 
England, and he caſt inthem all, there isno more 
trouble to bee made, norno more hope of .reco- 
very : So it is in this, hee that beleevyeth not, is 
calt in all Courts in Heaven and earth : Law and 
Golpell both condemne him; juſtice will not ſave 
him, for it muſt bee ſatisfied z and mercy will not 
laye him, for he is an unbelcever , ſo that there is 
notrialto be looke for, the ſentence is paſſed upon 
him in heaven and earth, onely there wauts a 
Jaylor to bring him to the gibbit, that is death 
 andtredevill, who is the hangman to rarne him 
ofinto hell for ever, there to plague him: nay, 
undeleefe bindes Gods hand, and hinders the _ 
| Powerof God,as may be ſaid with reverence ; he 
may juſtifieaſinncr, but he will nor juſtifie an un- 
deleever in his eſtate of unbeleefe : Mdrke 6.5, He 
c0nld doe ne miracle there, becauſe of their unbeleefe * 


the text doth nor ſay, hee did not great workes 
Aaa 2 there 
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here :So S, Ha:thew hath it, but he could FA 
great workes there; ſo the Lord, hee can doe 
mighcy workes, he can juſtifie a ſinner, andcom. 


' fort the diſcomforted, and cleanſe the polluted 


and faye the polluted, but he will not ſavetheyy. 
beleeyer, hee cannot worke this mighty works 
upon himz;and therefore doe not trouble thy ſelf 
ſo much for-mercy towards thee ; if thon beer 
unbelecver, never dreame of comtort, for. God 
cannot ſave thee: will God goe againſt his owne 
words? then he ſhould not bee truth ; hee hath 
ſwornethat an unbeleever ſball not enter into his 


_ reſt, this word and oath ſhall ſtand for ever, 


Therefore por ro God, that hee may give thee 
abelceving heart, and then mercy will come, and 
pardon and glory will come tothe foule ; butre- 
maining in unbeleefe, hee cannot fave thee, hee 
will notdeny. his Word, gor his oath, for never 
an unbeleeving wrerch under Heaven. Nowit 
you doe conceive the nature of your ſinne, and 
your miſery thereby , then for the Lords lake, 
youthat keare the Word this day, all youunde- 
leeversthat never had rhis worke of faith in yout 
ſoules, hie you ont of this miſerable condition, 
goe your wayes,and give no quiet to your fouls, 
nor no comfort to your conſciences, before tie 


Lord ſhew mercy to = in removing this cor 


ruptian from your ſoules, and ſhew mercy t 


| you: Now whether you have true faich or 0, | 


thall ſhew afterwards when I ſhall come tone 
every mans evidence: and that yee may come oll 
of this uabelceying condition, labour-to _ | 
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Ingerof it inthree parriculars,and eſtabliſh thy 


| heart with theſc confiderations, that chon mailſt 


never. bee in quier, till thon have fome power 
againſt chem, and grace to come ont of them. 
Firſt, know andconfider ſerjoutly thatwhat- 
ſever thondoſt ſo long as rhoa art an nnbelee.. 
yer, it is all unprofitable, and to no purpoſe at 
al:couldſt thou heare with attention,and remem» 
ber ſafficiently whatſoever is revealed, and pray 
with abilitie and underſtanding beſeeming a 


| Chriſtian man in thar caſe : didſt thou reforme 


whatſoever is amiſſe outwardly, thou ſeeſt the 
evil; and laboureſt ro reforme 1t, and whatſo-s 
ever ſervice isrequired toGod or man, thoudoſt 
itasthou artable, and walkeſt nnblamably : all 


thisis tono profit if chou remaineſt in unbeleefe. 


The God of Heaven never receives the prayers 
of anunbeleeyer, bec his prayers never ſo glori- 
ovs, and his attendance on the means never fo 'di- 


 lig:mt, yer the God of heaven regards not the per= 


tormances: and therefore ſay of thy unbeleeving 
loule,as Haman did of Mordecay,Efter 5.13.when 
the King had granted him all that his heart contd 
defire,andhis requeſts were ever made good, and 
lis maliceever ſatisfied, and rhe poſts diſpatched 
tto root out the Jewes, and was invited tothe 
Queenes feaſt ; yet one thing tooke away all the 
contentment of the other, when he ſaw Mordecay 
þt in the Kings pate and reverenced him not; this 
overthrew all : as he did finfullyand foolifhly,fo 
doe thou wiſely and with grcat judgement, and 
reaſon thus, and ſay, good Lord what availes it 

| Aaa 3 —_— 
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me toheate, and pray, and live unblamably, 
longas I fee this unbeleefe perking it felfe-in 
this corrupt heart of mine, So'long as thisre. 
maines, all my praiers willdoe me no good theſe 
will bringthe wrath of God upon mee; nay, the 
wrath of Godis uponmee, and Lamcondemned 
already, in my faſting, prayer, and al! my holy 
dutjes. ff 
Secondly, confider that all the good things 
thou haſt, will 'prove uncomfortable to thee, 
whiles this nnbeleefe continues in thy ſonle; it 
1s very obſervable, you know the heart of a 
man is ſometimes cheared, and the ſoule is con- 
_tented, partly. with the good things of the world 
which receives, partly with other thingy, not 
onely temporall, but alſo ſpiritvall, which God 
gives; row I would have an unbelecying heart 
take off the contentment of theſe with the fear 
ofthis danger, and this will dafh all thy delights, 
and ſpoile all thy pleaſures, and mar allthy mini, 
letthat alwayes comefora back reckoning : wet 
ſhonld thipke of chis, it might bee as gall toour 
corrupt hearts. Thou lifteſt up thy parts,andfailt 
my parts are great, my abilities many, 1 amable 
to conferre, to performie duties : beer (0, thi 
thou haſt all theſe 3 and another ſaith, rhouſeel 
thy barres full, and ſtore-houſe full, thou hal 
honours to advance thee, and riches and all d- 
bghts togive thee content z and Igrant chis,and 
yet thou haſt an unbeleeving heart to depart 
fromthe living God, and when thou haſt thele 


Oh, woe to that miſerable ſoule of thine. Good 
— ns bretire® 
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brethren thinke of theſe things, it is-good to 
heare of this now, and better it is ro know them 
now, than to know them when 1t1s too late : now 
you haye your houſes, and beds, 'and pleafures, 
tocomfort you, but you have an unfaithfull hearr, 
| goethy wayes poore wretch, thou haſt enough, 
thou haſt that about thee that willſink thy heart 
forever, Oh, let this be written upon the palmes 
of your hands, andgraven- upon the teſtures of 
thy bed, and ſay this is a goedly houſe, and I 
have goodly riches, but I have an unfaithfull 
heart too: labour to be affeRed with this for the 
Lords fakes you know what Eſau ſaid prophane- 
| Iz, when hee was like to die, Whats my birth. right 
to me, if 1 die for hunger ? Gen, 25. 32. I tell you 
twill be as gall and-wormewood to you ; when 
the drunkard 4s in his cups, and the adultererin 
his daliances, - you may ſay 1 have this andthar, 
but- what availes theſe when I have an'unbelee- 
 ving wretched heart about me, I carry my bane, 
and that which will be mybreake-necke. _ 
Laſtly,when you begin to ſee ſome finne, baſe, 
and vilz,and odious,in the account of the world, 
and ſometimes in your owne account, then 
thinke rhus with your ſclves, and ſay, doe I ſee 4 
biſeneſſe in this and that ſinne.? what then ſhall 
| thinke of my unbeleefe, which is the breeder of 
al theſe? could I ſee mine owne baſe heart, it is. - 
ihe mother and breeder of all theſe finnes: thou 
at loth to be ſeene drunke in the ſtreet, becauſe 
the boyes would hoot at thee, and thou art a- 
cad of murder or theft, becauſe thou wouldſi 
not - 
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not be taken for a jayle-bird, thou art aſhamedof 
theſe : wert thou buta witch, oratraitour, of « 
mancondemned, would(ſt chou not be aſhamed? 
badſt thou but reaſon in thee, thy foule wauld 
ſhake at it, and ſay, Oh wretch that I am, thy] 
ſhould live to bring ſuch diſcredit upon my ſelfe 
and all good men : Oh goe thy way, and looke 
 Intothy heart, and ſay, I may thanke an unhe. 
 leeving heart for all theſe,if Thad not had anuw 
beleeving hearc, I had not beene overtakenwith 
any of all theſe finnes, nor diſhonoured God by 
this finne, as I have done: unbeleefe is the aw 
thour of all.and therefore to be harcd morethan 
all:I would faine have people looke inward, thou 
haſt ſtollen ſach a thing from ſach a man, and 
thou art aſhamed of itz now infidelity can ro 
God of his honour, and by this figne thou hul 
 refaſedthe Lord Jeſas Chriſt ; and chas dog thy 
_ owne heart everand anon, and when tho hat 
done ſo, be earneſt with the Lord, to take thel 
curſed corruptions from thee, ſigh eſpecially un 
der this ſinne, and labour above all to be freed 
from this ſinne, and thenall the reſt will dyewd 
decay in thee, I would havea poore unbelceyet 
doe as the priſoners doe in New-gate ; what I 
mentable cries will they utter, ſaying, good your 
worſhip, remember the miſcries of poore prilo- 
ners; good Gentleman ſpare a farthing to the 
wants of poore priſoners : ſo thou art ſhurup 

| unbeleefe, therefore looke out from the gates 

hell, and from under the barres of infidelity, 


.cnie,that God would looke on thee in merc A . 
| l 
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ſpare Lordza | eunbelceving wretch,lockrup 
La the of anbelecte, good Lord ſaccour 
and deliver in thy good time ; and asthe Prophet 
David faith, Pſal.7 9-11, Let the fighing of the priſe. 


| pers come up before thee 5 though that was meant 


of the bodily impriſonment, yer the argument 
prevailes much more, in regard of. the ſpirituall 


thraldome; good Lord let the fighing of the 


priſonerscome before thee, ſo poe thou thy way 
howe, and humble thy ſelfe in thy ſecrer-cloſer, 
and-cry out of the priſon of unbeleefe, and fay, 
Let the fighing of poore diſtruſtfa}l ſoules come 
up before thy Majeſty, ſend helpe from heaven, 
anddeliver the ſoule of thy ſervant: from theſe 
wretched diſtempers of heart: deale inthis caſe, 
25 men that are ingaged for priſoners, ſodoe thou 
with the Lord Jeſus, Efa.49.8,9. it' is the officeof 
Chriſt, and forthis end hee came into the world; 
and the Lord ſaith, 1» an acceptable time I have 
heard thee, and in the day of ſalpation have T helped 
thee,cbax thow mayſt ſay to the priſoners, goe forth ; and 
10 them chat are in darkneſſe,,ſhew your ſelves; the 
Lord Jeſus came into the world! in an acceptable 
time, and hee had this covenant made with him, 
ache ſhould draw poore ſoules our of darknefſe, 
and ſay ro the priſoners,come forth : God the Fa- 
ther bath ſent him for chis end,and hath promiſed 
tObeare him wheri he calls for-mercy in-thebe- 
falſe of poore ſinners: 'you poore creatures 're- ' 
memverthis; for I doubt nor bur hereare ſome 
ut haye faith, though no [queſtion, there are 
mary of you'in this place-that ave yer unbelee- 
_ Bbb vers, 
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vers, and marke this, if you-were never yet fenj. 
ble of your unbelcete,mn ſome meaſure, Lay, you 
never tooke one ftep- towards grace nor Chriſt. 
wce canner. belpe our ſelves,. weecampr goerg 
Chriſt, and-Qhriſt catinor come tous, fo long 24 
this iron barre is betweene us, thercfore' intrejt 
 bim, for bis covenants fake, to accompliſh thy 
he hath ſaid; and:tell-him),. chat thou art a pocrs | 
priſoner, andthat Chrift came forthivveryend, 
plead/hard with him, and ſay, Bleffed Redeem, 
Itis but one wordof thy mouthyfay toa poorepri. 
{oner,andan unbeleeving heart, reſtthy ſelfe o- 
onthe promiſe, plead: chus wirttche' Lord; and 
this is the only way to obtaine this-merey ofthe 
Lord, it isaſfinge that undermines'alb our corn 
torts, and makesall meanes-unprofirable, whatly- 
ever we haye,and. yet we never looke after it; nor 
care for it; Qh hare all ſinines, bur hare this inh- 
delitie above all other finnes. 
' In the nexr place;is it fo, that the Spirit ofthe 
Father muſt perſwade the heart, before it cancel 
upon the free riches'of Gods mercie in Cniſt? 
then here we colle& the difficulry of che” wotts 
of faith, the conclafionrnotonely followes aff» 
rantly, but andeniably, thatthe workeof fait 
_ Es difhculey, en Gr” 
"  allcreatedpower,. and d' OREN 
' Inan, tohave;powerof ery ro boleeye th 
_ promiſes of God :: the pointe followes thiusy i al 
cannot.come to God further than God carMie, 
and if we have notlegs to:goeto the Lord Jef 
Chriſt, no: furchercthanche Lord'gives oy, 
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 ſpirizuall power, then ferusall know-ir, 
aniconchdeit chat it is got anly hard and diffi. 
calc,bur alſo impoſſible for man, from any power 
of is owne, to reſt upan Gads promiſes by the 
worke of faith ; it is true indeed, wecan doe thus 

| much, wee can ſertle our ſelyesnpon' our owne 
botromes,and reſt our ſelves upon our owne ſuf- 
kdencie, and if a man have parts and gifts, wee 
can, wee doe naturally ſtay our ſelves npontheſe 
broken props, and our foulcs goe-rhat way natu- 
rally, as heavie things naturally goe downward; 
this we can doe out of the power of corrupt na- 

| ture,thus weare our ſelves, and we reſt upon our 
ſelves; ina word, when a man findes pares, and 
gitts,and meanes,and then to reſtupon God, aud 
tocalt away all carnall confidence,and tocaſt our 
{elyesupon the free grace of God, it will coſt ns 
mach worke to doe it, nay ieis beyond all our 
power,it is the worke of Gad todoe ir:' I fpeake 
taistherather for theſe two ends, Firſt, to cruſh 
Vat vaine conceit of a company of poore igno- 
tantcreatures, that make it a matter of nothing 
to bcleeve in the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, - and thinke 
t13all neto beleeve, as eo ſay they beleeve, Oh 
Ucy beleeve in their ſweet Saviour, and wan nor - 
Devils ſhall not perſwadethemeo the contrarie : 
dence is that ſpeech of a pare creature, 

| by a man ready todye, when a Miniſter of God, 
94s there,did exhort him to reſt opon the 
Momiſe, and urging bim to many things that 
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-. friend ſtanding by, ſaid, Beleeve thoifooleant 
thou not belecye? A man would not imagine itgl. 
moſt, but that experience hath made it good, ad 
others have informed us of Ir, that many wit 


judicions men are not afhamcd co ſpeake ie, thi 
if people knewthe current ofthe Scriptures, ind 
were able tounderſtand the texrs of Scripture, 
were not ſo bard a matter to--beleeve as me 
would make it z but menare not ableto dive in 
the nature of Scriptures, and to conceive ofthe 
mylteries thereof, whichif they did,-it werem 
ealie matter tobeleeye ;'this is the conceit of: 
company of poore : deluded creatures, t 
amoila lekinad and; judicious:; rays 
men home, and'/you ſhalt finde this trac, that ei 
ther they are careleſle in their families, 'or ell 
| they have ſome rang- of ſome ſtrong_corrupti 
on : now tooverthrow. theſe two, let mee doe it 
upon theſe rwo grounds; | Firſt, fee the difficaly 
ofthe worke of faith, inregardiof the fechlendle 
of all that a-man hath or dorh'to-make himbe- 
leeve : Secondly, in regard of the extraordinay 
greatneſſe of the'worke, that may hinder a that. 
from doing what he may; for che fir(t;that whid 
may diſ-inable all thoſe things that a man expe 
comfort from ; there are bur foure things thits 
man can putany confidence in; firſt, che exct 
lencieof his parts; or, ſecondly, the heightofÞi 
privileges or, thirdly, the performance of s 
duties, or, fourthly, the powerfulnefſe of thol 
 meanes that he hath + ro ſumme vp theſebrict)) 
and.to overthrow thems firſt, hadft _—_ 
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frengeh of judgement, ſharpneſſe of wir, and 
quicknefſe of memorie, and all naturall abilities, 
none of all theſe can make thee able to worke 
faith in thy ſelfe ; Marth. 11. .25, 26, 27, when 
Chriſt had confidered-the hardneffe and difficul- 
tieof the worke of faich, and had-upbraided the 
Phariſees becauſe they beleeyed not, art lait hee 
faith, 7 chanke thee heavenly Father, Lord, becauſe 
this haft hid theſe things from the great and wiſe of 
the world; and haſt revealed them unto the babes, it 
6 ſ6,05 Father, becauſe it ſeemed goodin thy fight ; if 
wiſedome,and prudence, and $kill inartsand fci= 
ences,would havecarried men to Jeſas Chriſt, the 
Scribes and Phariſecs would then have gone to 
him; bur God hath hid theſe things from the 
wiſeand prudent ; ſo it willbe in every man, bee 
his parts and abilities never ſo-great, for the 
worge of faith, iris not in thy parts and gifts, bur 
inthe Lords revealing, it is not thy felfe, bur the 
Lordtharmuſt worke it ; babes themſelves ſhall 
have theſe things revealed, and ſhall be made able 

to beleeve, when thou with all thy parcs, and 
pes,andwiſdome,ſbalr be caſhiered, and chrown - 
downeto hell 5 4nd' cher} he ſhewes the reaſon of 
It A things are delivered to me of my Father, and no 
mn huwerh the Son, but the Father, and he to whom 
the Sone willreveale-hies , fo then, it is not what 
vehaeor doe; butwhatthe Lord Chriſt can and 


| Will doe for us; all the wit im thy head, and all 
thy «ill and parts, will never make thee able to 
Know the Father, unlefſe the Lord Chriſt will 
maketheeable toknow him 3if Chriſt makethee 
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kaow him,then he mult chaſe thee; and this ys 
kuow, that hee chuſerh rhe weake and mea 
things of the world ; nay all theſe excellencg 
are ſo farre from intereſting a man in the ty 
Jeſus Cbriſt,charic 3s a great {uſpition, I doence 
ſay, it is alwayes certaine, but] ſay, itis a grey 
ſaſpition, that che Lord Jeſus Chriſt will nerg 
revealc himſelfe to thee, becauſe he reveales hin 
ſcife to the pooreand weake, therefore thy pany - 
cannot make thee beleeve, if thou hadſt all tha 
ever any ſchaler under heaven had, becauſe itis 
the worke of grace : Secondly, all thy privilege 
are weake, and cannot reach the worke ; 4s Sant 
Paul by experience proves it, Philip. 3. 7.4. woſy, 
The things that T accoynted gain, they were loſſemn 
me; If any mas might be confident inthe fleſh, mad 
more I ; what 726 could fay any thing foray 
outward excellencie , but Paxl could fay-mudh 
more? were they circumciſed? ſo he was; went 
- they Hebrewes? ſo was he; were they zealous? 
fo was he ; did they live unblamably ? ſodidhe; 
now were not all theſe able to carry him wht 
ven? no,faith he, I thought my ſalſe robe wi? 
2 good botcome, but I found them all tobelale; 
that is, they were all cauſesand hinderances,vf 
he did not come unto Chriſt ; ſo fare were' bl | 
from being an incouragement to.come 101 
that they were barres to keepe him from rob 
upana Saviour : if this could nor profit Pu, 
more will they profit thee, thou mayſt heare,f 
faſt, and pray, andread, and come to the lapp# 
ofthe Lord, which are appointed le” 
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—ariſh the ſonle , and yet have an unfaichfall 


ſoale,and goe downe to hell. 

ſo glonons ma rhe eye of anc ier,, and never (© 
oreat in thine owne apprehenſion, yer rhey are 
1 to6-weake ro worke this grece of faith in thy 
falſe 5La#; 13. 34+ Srr1ve 80 enter in at phe ſtair 
cate, for many ſhall ſerke roemer in, and ſhall nor be 
1+: Thete are foure or five paſſages or aggra- 


| vations, to helpe on this poinc 5 hee doch norfay 


that idle and lazy people ſball not enter in, bur 
thoſe that ſeeke and take paines, and thinke they 


ateatgrextcoſt roo, and not 2 few of themrei> 


ther: but many ſhall ſeeke, and he doth ciotſay 
they (hall not bee able to rum on In the wayes of 
godlinefſe, but they ſhall not be able toenrer into 
thatgate, it is beyond all their power and abilirp 
romake chententer im; So that were a man able 
tatend with never ſo mach care,and heare with 
neverſo much re verence,and judgement, ro re= 
forme with never ſkchy converfation. and were a 
thn able to doe much in the profeffion ofthe 
trith, yet hee mighr goe to hell; and never ger 
faith, nor Chriſt : Ir jspoſſibleco-goe thus farce, 
and to doe all theſe ſervices gloriouſly in'mens 
fight, andyer never come arChriſt, and ſo periſh 
ve: Ifever man mighthaverbonght iero bave 
dorie it'of himſelfe, chen Paul might have done 
t $491 13.2. / aniverily.a man, which amalew, 
brie inTarſus a famous City in Gilicta, bus bronght 
it this' City, 4s' che' fees of G amalieb, and inftr u- 
«tran to the perfe# manner of she Law of our 
father ſs: 


— 


- 
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fathers z,and Gal. 1.14. Hee profited in the tewiſh- 
ligion exceedingly, and yet all this while be confeſ- 
_  ſerhthar hee was an unbeleever, 1 Tim. 1,13, 
_ -Laſtly,thepowerof means are not abletofrane. 

rhe ſoule rothis bleſſed: gift-of beleeving ;ama 

would thinke that if a mans paines were 

the means powerfull, that this wouldundoubted: 

_ I; worke faith, bur yer this will not doe. it ni 
| ther: for then Ieruſakem that had all the Prophets 
roforetell a Chriſt, and all the proclamationsof 
Tohn Baptiſt, and Chriſt himſclte preaching, that 
ſpake as never man did, and belides all theſe, ſhee 

had miracles exprefling the power of God, tocon- 
firme that dodrine,yct ſhe falsſhortof the woik; 

as, Tobn 12.37. Though they ſaw many miracles, jet 
they beleeved not in Chrifl; they had all thePro- 
phetsand Apoſtles, and all the facrifices andier- 
vices, and thirher the Tribes went up, andall 

the helpe thar ever any had, and yet they beke- 
ved not : and therefore it.is that Chriſt upbraids 
chem heavily for their fearfull ſcandalous hard: 

_ neffe of heart, Mathew 11.1 6.He compareththem 
to lictle children fitting in the market place ,0nd calling 
unto their fellowes, ſaying, we have piped 10-908, 

Je have nat danced; wee have mourned unto a and 
pe have not Igzrented:that is, nomeans 1n te wore | 


would worke upon them: John Baprif came inc 
way of humiliation, and Chriſt came in the #2) 
of comfort, bur all wouldnort prevaile with.tet | 
hearts, no Law, nor Goſpell. FTSTY 
Bar you will ſay, if this bee fo, that neith*14 
mans cndeyours, northe means will makes te 
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| ble tobelecye, then whar will it availe aman to 
coe any duties, or touſeany means e | 

Lan{wer, it is very profitable and uſefull, as the 
Apoſtle fairh, becauſe though wee cannot works 


gihin the uſe of the m-an3, yet God by then(e 
ofthe means c2n doe what he will: the begger 
maſt come to the doore, though the man in hig 
lore and bounty provides to give the doate, yer 
the begger muſt come to the doore to wait till 
tbegiven him. 4s 18. 27. The Apoſtle confir- 
med thoſe which had beleeved through grace: So 
that the Word of God, the meane of grace, and 
allthe dutiesrhat we doe, theſe are but as Con- 
duit pipes to convey what God is pleafed robe= 
ſtow; he may ſtay the Conduit when he will, hee 
may worke wich means and without means, bur 
letus wait upon God inthe uſe of them, -The 
Lordinthem may and haply will work uporythee: 
$0 that if the beſt meanes, and the' chiefeſt pri- 
vileges, and the beſt duties cannot worke faith, 
then T preſume ir isnotonely difficult, but inre- 
gardot parts, and privileges, and-all duties and 
mans of themſelves, it is impoſſible ever to 
dire this faich wrought, and rherefore' iris nor 
alc toget this faith intoche ſoule, 
Sccondly, as the weaknefſe of the means thar 
ſhould doe.this worke Fhewes tharir isUifficale, 
balbthepreatteſſe of the worke-hindersus,that 
Veaenot able tocompaſſeit: by all the means 
Ke doeenjoy : Now the greatneſſe of the worke 
"faieh will diſcover- it ſelfe inthree\particulits 
Unſl, becaulethere-tnuſt be ſeveral} hinderances 
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removed, before.rhere can be any room for faich 
and theſe hinder the power of Satan, that take 
poffeſlion of the {oule naturally, and the ſuprenc 
ſoveraigaty of (tn, 1t carries the whole man acccy. 
ding to the lufts- thereof, and the ſou!e muſther 
roughr from under both theſe, before it cat he 
brought co JeſusChriſt:the ſoule muſt bebrough/ 
from under the jur;{di&tion of fin, andthe domi- 
nion of Satan, before itcanbe tranſlated unto the 
_ kingdomeof God, At 26, 18.the Afoſtlews 
ſent to the Genrilcs to open their eyes, and ro rurw 
them from darkneſſe to light, and fromthe ponery 
Satan to God, Every man by nature is indarine, 
and under the powerof ſinnow the Apoſtlemutt 
rarne them fromthe power of fin, before he can 
bring them co God, and all this muſt be done bs 
fore a man can receive remiſſion of fins, and julth 
fication by the blood of Chriſt. Nowdarknesand 
finue, and Satan,exprefſetheir dominionovertte 
ſoule, and wee cannot have ſinne: and Satan to 
bee our Lord, and have Chrift our Lord ro: 
This. maſt be wroughtin/preparation: Mat.11, 
29. The fksong mane aft bee bound, and caftourbeſin | 
another flrang man; can come totaly poſſeſpon: Satin 
is the ſtreng man, who: by the power of (inne 
rakes pofſeſlion of the ſoule : now the powerdt 
tance and Satan; muſt beecalt out bythe powe 
of preparatian and; bumiljation,” Nowfor 409 
to pluckea poore ſoule fromthe powerof fore 
and:Satan; and ro:wreſt: thekeyes from 16 hund 
obthe-devill; and to: reſcue: a-poore: fonleſrn 
the:maltce ofthe th 21. Srenhre haclepy 
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| = combination berweene ſinne and theſoule, 


and to withdraw the heart from theſe corrupti- 
ons,and from that power which finne and Satan 


| and Gods juſtice would expreſle in theſoule, no 


mancan doe it, but onely hee that hath a greater 

er than both theſe, which none bae.the Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt hath, Revel, 1. 18. which haththe beyes 
of bell and of death ; now the key is a ſigne of com- 
mand:nowthe LordJeſusChriſt only hath the key 
ofhell & death:ris he that hath led captisity cap» 
tive: tis he that triumphed over all his enemies? 
th:refore he only can pull the ſoule from rhe go. 


vernment of {1 and Satan, and fo prepare a way _ 


for faich, and thereby bring the ſouleto God. 
Secondly, confider the glorious nature -a22d 
the excellencies of this grace of faith, looke upon 
the ſurpaſſing excell-ncy of the worke of faich 
2ove all other graces; for we have made it gvod 
by argument herctofore, that faith 4s a workec 
above man in his corrupt eſtate: ſo that a man 
may truly fay, that this worke of faith is more 
than naturall ; now for nature to worke above 
t2twme,tis 2bove common ſenſe: that arree ſhould 
lceand walke, and a beaſt to reaſon, theſe things 
ature abborres. Now becauſe faith ts above 
corrupted nature, therefore it is impoſlible for 


Manto worke it in himſelfe : this I rake robe the - 


aon why this gracious worke of God findes 


Note contradiction in the heart, thari any grace 
Lknow, A man findcs a greater doe with hisowne 


heart, and agreater hardnefleand croſnefie inche 
teattocome in and beleeve., than to docany 
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thing elſe ; a man will heare, and read, andpry, 
and doe any thing, and mourne, but tobeleey: 
It 15 that which a man ſcarce confiders of; and 
this is thereaſon of ic, becauſe not onelycorrup. 
tion oppoſes the worke of faith, but even aman; 
gifts, and ſelfe, and ſufficiency which God ive 
him, thar nowand then ſeemes to bee the hinde. 
rance of faith, irs through our corruptionsin- 
Ce:d: in other things it is not ſo; we would faine 
get ſorrow,andrtherefore we labour for it;and we 
would have love, and therefore welabour forit, 
Bur all this 15 outof our owne power or abilities 
we would keepe us in ourſelyes, butfairh would 
have us goe-out to Chriſt: and our parts would 
workethis 1nus, burfaith ſayes wee muſt gocto 
the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, or elſe weeare notableto 
doe that which he commands. 

So now you ſee that a mans parts and ab:lites 
are ſometimes great hinderances and barres to 
keep a man from beleeving;and this isthereaſon 
why, if God opens a mans eyes, and diſcovers 
mans corruptions, by nature we tall rodoing, to 
repenting formally, and allthis while neyerlce 
need of a Chriſt, but reſt in our ſelves and of 
owne abilities, and will never goe to Chit: 
Thouſands goe to hell this way ; the moſt thi 
profeſſe the Goſpell, and periſh,they periſbupal 
this point. Sothenthe work is more than 

Thirdly, if wee conſider the mannerof 
working upon the ſou!e 1a beleeving, the Lotd 
doth notconcurre in an ordinary commons _ 


of providence; as meeting with ſome Pos 
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bilitie inthe ſoule to helpe forwardthe worke, 
13God moves, and wee move, and weeare co= 
workers with God in ſeverall paſſages ; and ſoir 
isin all the workes of ſanctification which comes 
after faith, There is ſtill ſomerhing thar concurs 
with Godin the worke, bur now It 13 a true mira- 
cle. hee findes nothing in the ſoule, but meere 
fares and oppoſitions at firſt; and therefore 
Divinesdoe truly ſay, that it is more to make the 
foule beleeve, than to create a world, for in the 
creating of the world, the Lord had no oppoſi- 
tions, he orely ſpake the word;and all was made; 
| batnow finneand Satan, and the world and all, 
ſee againſt the poere ſoule, It- a man gets a 
knoc'ce by the Miniſtery of the Goſpell, and be= 
2ins to be humbled, then carnall friends begin to 
perſwade, and every man-hath a blow-to hinder 
him from receiving the powerfull impreſſion of 
the Word of God; fo that the Lord in- this 
warke fades more fierce oppoſicions,than in any 
worke; and morcover, when theſe oppoſitions 
are oppoled and removed, and the Lord comes 
Into the ſoule, the ſoule is very emprtie, and can- 
not receive nor cloſe with any grace, As it is 
| With adead man, hee hath no power to quicken 
limſelfe, as. Epheſe 19. 20, What ts the exceeding 
greatneſſe of his power to u« ward, who beleeve accor-. 
ding 19 the working of bis mighty power which bee 
mought in Chrift, when be raiſed him fromyhe dead : 
the lame Almighty power which raiſed up Jeſus 
Chriſt from the dead, the ſame power the Lord 
| Pas forth. in bringing adead ſoul to beleeve : 
Ccc 3 90 
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Sothart as the dead body hath no living vertzeig 
it ſelfe roquicken it ſelfe, ſo the fou'e hath 
ability robeleeve of its owae ſelfe : but ſechow 
the Apoſtle cannot content himſelfe to ſpeake 


of this worke of Gud, you ſhall ſee five degrees 


in it, what fs the excceding greatneſle of his 
powcr to us that beleeve. Firſt, rhe power of 
God: Secondly, the greataeſſe of it : Thirdy, 
the cxceſſivencfle of this grearneſſe : Fourthly, 
rhe exccſliveneffe of thar mighrineſle : Fifthly, 
the working of all cogether 2 ſo thatthere isthe 
exc-eding greatnefſe, and the cxceflive great- 
nelſe, andthe mightineſle of thar excelliveneſk, 


. endthen the worke of all : as if hehad ſaid,view 


you the heavens, ſearch all che ſtories, and be. 


hold allche miracles that ever God wrought, and 


there is none <quall to his, to bee comparedwith 
this worke of beleeving. 1 ” of faith as [ar 
did of Renben, Gen. 49, 3. Reuben thou art myfir 
borne, any onight, and the beginning of my ſtrength jit 
excellency 0 f dignities,o9c. So i fay of faith, ts 
the firſt borne of all other graces, it -is the myght 
of God, and the beginning, and che excellency 
of the might and power of God: foras thelirlt 
borne hath adouble portion appointed by God, 
ſo this is the firſt borne, and hath a doublepo- 
cron of that Almighty Spirit of his. 

\ Sothen if tbefs, thatall the parts en 


| man had, and all the ligheſt privileges; m 


meanes, andduties, cannot reach this 


are not able to worke fai o feeble 
worke faich : and if ir bee ſo, chat thisworte 
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——aondinary great, and ſoare the hindrances to 
ye removed;and none bur Chriſt candoeir ; and 


: faith bee ſaipernaturall, the oppoſition again(t 


man that hearesthe word of God rhis day, yeeld 
that it is unconceivable how it is done, and there» 
gre much more out of our power towworke lt Int 
aur owne ſoules : therefore yourhat have heard, 


| 4nd underſtand the minde of God, that ont of 


ignorance have beene deceived; to-you I now 
ſpeake, you are tobe intreated in the name of the 


| Lord, togoe home, and ſay, and rake ſhame th 


your !elves, and canfeile your owne folly; thou 
thathaſt made it aceaftie worke tobeleeve, (laying, 
ifpegple were but judicious to underſtand the 
Scriptures, it were ecalie to beleeve z nowtake 
thame to your ſelves. and fay thus, Lord, rhe 


this worke of God bee: fo fierce, ler then every. 


truth is, I condemned ſuch'and fucha pooreſoule, - 


Lheard ſuch a man a monrning, and faying, hee 


could not beleeve, inthe meanetime'T thought ic 


waeahe,or elſe chey wanted wit; bur I chonghe 


thatby myparts and abilfties, and becauſe I was 


a to ſee the depth of Scriptures, that therefore 
{could beleeve;and that it was an cafie matrer to 


de it: bur poore deluded creature that I was, I 


leenowthat] am nomoreable cobeleeveont of 


my owne power, thanto pultethe funne from the 


:: confrdericfadly,aod know, thatbechat 
heleeves, muſt beteeverhrough' grace, therefore 
paiywichche promiſe, andſayy, Lord, I mnt be- 


| exxe through graces is iS nov nor privi- 
lepes, m 


care2norguties; I muſtbeleceve rehrongh 


grace: 
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Sothar as the dead body hath no living vertneig 
it ſelfe roquicken it ſelfe, ſo rhe ſou'e hath ro 
 abllity tobeleeve of its owne ſelfe : bur fechoy 

the Apoſtle cannot content himſelfe to fpeake 
of ris worke of Gud, you ſhall ſee five degrees 
in it, what fs the excceding greatneſle of his 
powecr to us that beleeve. Firſt, rhe power of 
God: Secondly, the greatneſle of it : Third, 
the cxceſſivenefle of this greatneſſe : Fourthly, 
the exccſlivenefſe of that mighrineſle : Filthly 
che working of all rogether : ſo thatthere isthe 
exceeding greatnefſe, and the exceſſive great- 
nelle, andthe mightineſle of thar excctliveneſe, 
end then the worke of all : as if hehad faid,view 
yon the heayens, ſearch all che ſtories, and be- 
hold ailche miracles that ever God wrought, and 
there is none equall tohis, to bee compared with 
this worke of beleeving. 1 ” of faith as [a 
did of Renben, Gen. 49. 3. Reuben thos art myfir 
borne, any anight , and the beginning of my ſtrength git 
exceltency of dignities,gyr. So 1 lay of faich, it s 
the firſt borne of all other graces, it is rhe might 
of God, andthe beginning, and che excellency 
of the might and power of God: foras rhefirl 
borne hath adonble portion appointed by God, 
ſo this is the firſt borne, and hath a doublepor- 
tron of that Almighty Spirit of his. 

So ow if itbe fo, that all the parts ol 
man had, and all the ligheft privileges, 
meanes, andduties, cannot reach this worke, and 
_ arenot able to worke faith,bur are roo feeble 

worke faith : and if ic bee fo, that thioworkr 
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ve removed;and none bur Chriſt candoeir z and 
ition againſt 


—_—— Ces — : 
extraordinary great, and ſoare the hindrances to - 


his worke of God bee to fierce, ler then every 


man that heares:the word of God rhis day, yeeld 
that it is unconceivable how it is done, and there» 


ignorance have beene deceived; to-you I now 
ſpeake, youare tobe intreated in the name of the 
Lord, togoe home, and ſay, and'rake ſhameto 
your (elves, and canfeiſe your owne folly; thou 
thathaſt made it acafie worke to beleeve, {aying, 
ifpeople were bur judicious to underſtand the 
Scriptures, it were ealie to beleeve ; now take 
thame to your ſelves. and fay thus, Lord, rhe 


Lheard ſuch a man a mourning, andfaying, hee 


| fore much more out of our power toworkeit int 
| cur owne ſoules : therefore yourhat have heard, 
| 4nd underſtand the minde of God, that ont of 


| trathis, I condemned ſuctrand ſacha pooreſoule, - 


could not beleeve, inthe meanetime'T thought ic 


waseafte,or elſe rhey wanted wit; bne I chonghe 


thatby myparts and abilities, and becauſe I was 
| Bictoſee the depth of Scriptures, that therefore 


Lcould beleeve;and that it was an eafie matter to 


Geir: butpoore deladed creature that I was, I - 
| ſfeenowthat] am no moreable cobeleeveourof 


my owne power, thaato pulterhe funne from the 


* confedericfadly,aond know,thatbe'that 
heleeves, muſt beleeverthrough! grace; therefore 
paizwichche promiſe, andſayy Lord, Emmſt be- 


icie through graces is is not parts nor privi- 
leges, meane 


mnordudies; I muſt Beleeve chrongh 
grace: 
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* grace: if | could meditate till my eyes ſunkein. 
romy head, yet Lord it is through that gruce 
that I muſt beleeve, through that graceof thine, 
inable thy ſervant,and ſtrengrhenhimin hearing 
prayer, and all meanes, 'that I may receivethe 
good and benefit of faith to my comfort : and 
brethren, .whenſoeves yee appeare before the 
Lord inthe uſe of the meanes, doe not fticke 
on the meanes, and ſay, nowl [hall beleeve, but 
lcoke to-him, that by. all theſe can doe mor 
than thon canſt doe; and ſay, Good Lord, thou 
haſt appointed the ardinances to worke faith, and 
the me(lengers have knockt at the doore of my 
heart, and would faite have had me come home 
to the Lord Jeſus; but alas! chis heart wouldnot 
yceld, I will not beleeve, ror reſt uponthepro- 
miſes, nor goeto Jeſus Chriſt, nor denie allcx: 
nall confidence, in parts, and gifts, and rhe like; 
therefore good Lord ,thon that haſt the keyes 
hell znd death,doe not onely ſtandand knock, but 
Lord ſhake off theſe iron gates obunbeleetefrom 
the hinges, ic is thy owne worke, doe ithon, 
for the gaod and comfort of thy ſervant ts 
we muſt doe, or elſe it will never be done,itivthe 
.. Lordtharmuſt doe it : youknow, alittle before 
my text,the Scribes and Phariſees ſaid, How did 
come doppne from heaven 2, Let no man, faith Coll, 
be offended with this, for no man can come rome, 
cept tbe Father draw hizs,, and inthe 28, 29. 0erſi, 
they ſaid, How ſhall we worke the worke Ged?Thi 
6 che worke of God ſaith Chriſt, that ye beleeveiuti 
Some of God, this is the Maſter peece; _ 
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cr{t-borne of God, and the exceeding greatneſſe 


| of his mightie power : and inthe text, Hee thax 
| lathbeard and learned df the Father, commetch to me ; 


and Chriſt ſaith, / have ealted you our of the world ; 
the Diſciples were ſerled apon'the world, and 
Chriſt calls them z now if all the Angels in hea- 
yen had called, they would nor have heard; 'but 


| Chriſt faith, 7 have called you from the world, and 


frmthat evil, and finne,in which ye were, &-c,mhen 
you heare of theſe workes, treaſure them up in 
your heart, and plead thus with the Lord,and ſay, 
Lord thou haſt bidden us come unto thee, and 
it is our datie ; but no man can come unto thee, 
though he have neyer ſo many parts and gifts,ex- 
cept thou draw him ; Lord draw this heart of 
mine tobeleeving : noman can know the way to 
thee, except thou teach him ; Oh therefore 
teach thou this blinde minde of mine, it is not 
our worke can make us beleeye, it is not in our 
power to frame our hearts to this blefſed worke ; 
Lorddoe thou ie,and let that exceſſive greatneſſe 
of thy mighty power be manifeſted, in making 
mee belceve, and draw home this ſoule by the 
greatnefſe of thy power , Lord here are greathin- 
derances, and great finnes, and mightie great 


daſeneſſe and looſaefſe of heare, Lord thou haſt 


that exceeding great power to doe it, Lord worke 
mightily upon my heart, and over-power this 
Fextrelle of finne, with the greatnefſe of thy 
Porery and over-power this mightineſſe of cor- 
wption, by that mightineſſe of thy power : you 
muſt goe toGod for this power, or elſe it will ne- 

| D dd ver 


We epS—_— OO > + OE we AAA er — 


Tha $oules effeiuall calling taChride © 


verbee, tor thoaghyou had allthe meanes- and 
belpes, thar ever any bad; yer-this carnall cong. 
dence willneveroat, before the almighty power 
of God cemedowne from heaven, feekefor tha 
pawcr,andneverbe in quiestihbyou haye ie, tha 
you may have this workeod faich ro your con- 
comfores forever. - | Jy 
Heneein the nexc place, weecolle® the exces. 
ding great, benefivehat will come by beleeying 
wo the foult ;; the difficuleie in gerring) of ir can- 
patbe f9g/great, bue the benefrr'of it, whenit yy 
gotten, will bee ax grear:every way : and that is 
thas, faith makes:abe life of every mandhat hath 
 irmoſtgakie,, and:brings fulicontenc tothe foule 
of hin that hath; ir; theſt are che two: headsro 
which-I wilbreferre- the benefit of fairh : Firſt, k 
makes the life ofa Chriſtian modt eafie. Second, 
It gives bullcontent- to the heart ofa pooreChr- 
ſian; theſe follow from the formentrach inthis 
manner; if this be the nature: of faich, to call 
the foule to reſt upon the free grace of God 
Chriſt, and to firniſh-the ſoule wit! a ſupply 
ſpirituall wanrsfromhence, then this muſtnce 
make the life of a Cbriſtiarr moſt caſfe ; if fit) 
. makes thelife of a Chriſtian fo eafie, then the 
ſoule muſt needs bce-.contented: bur the natwe 
| of faithis this,to cauſe the ſoule to reſtupon 00 
and his promiſe, and therefore ic makes the li 
eafie. Secondly, it furniſherh the ſoule with4l 
neceſſaries, and therefore i gives the foute ful 
content. Firſt of the former, the life of i 
beleever , is the life thas hath moſt he? 
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- and brings moſt delight with it gthere isno life 
under heaycn more free from tedjouſnefle, and 
hath morecaſe and liberty than aChriftiancaurſe; 
tet 420808 condition bee what it will-bee, fairk 
makes 8 mans life moſt eafie.: I nie ro compare 
che conditions of them 'that want Faith, .to the 


| cartthat is from his wheeles they draw heavily, 


and they are in great extremitie, and ithey tug 
and toile,but it will nat þe drawne with any ca(c 
or good (ucceſle £ ſo untaithfull {oules finck in 
their forrowes upon every -accalion , and their 
lives are tedions and weariſomez but faith ſers 
che cart upon the wheeles, andcarries all eway 


| efily and comfortably: yourmuſt know chns 


much, it is the hardeft mater in che world to.ger 
fairh, when we want 16; bur it is the moſt eaſieſt 


| lifeinalltheworld, and hath che moſt delight. in 
alltheworld, ifwee have but kill couſe ir widely 


when wehave it,and icgives moſt eaſe and quier 


to a manin all! is.converſation2 and this faith 


dathrwo wayesz Firſt, becauſe faich hath a-»kill, 
anda kinde-of flight, to1puttover all;cares;p0,an- 
other, that whereas the unfairhhill:bearr, beares 
all the cares4n himfelte, jund;Joche finckesuntler 
themz this'1s the cunning of faich, tO: | ONeET 
altoanother : 'wee:take:npithe crofſe, but faith 
hurk ail 'che-caxe a Chriſt a9 Afweb. 1.09. 


Tiks myyoke upen you, 4ndyewſb reſt $6.996r 
ſexlts,)fairh ma'ce amen —— 
«Chriſtian courſe, ant! all his/troublesarcreme- 


ved;and therafore he may goaontakily/in + Chri- 


Ranicourſe, althis woubles ute regagved; rhete- 
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fore he may goc on with eaſe; whereas then 
fairbfull heart is as Saint /ames ſpeakes, Chap, 1, 
I5. Like a wave of the ſea, toſſed ro and fro: wy 
E/a. 57,20, There ts no peace t0 the wicked, butt 
are as a raging ſea which cannot reſt, faith ſets uzty 
the worke, bur it layes all the weight of the works 
upon another ; it is an cafie matter to lye under 
the burthen, when another bearesall the weight 
of it : this is the difference berweene a faithful 
ſovle, and a man that lives by his witsand ſhift, 
looke as itis with two ferry men, the one ofthem 
hals his boat about the ſhoare, and cannotgetof 
bur tugs and puls, and neyer puts her forthtothe 
tide ; but the other purs his boat 'upon the 
ſtreame, and ſets up his ſaile, and then hee may ſt 
ftill in his boar, the winde will carry himwhither 
he is rogoe : Juſtthus ix is with a faichfall ſoule 
and an unbeleever ; all rhe care of the faithful 
ſonle is to puthimſelfe upon the ſtreame of Gods 
providence, andto ſetup the faile of faith, and 
|  totake the gale of Gods mercie and providence, 
_ and ſohegoes on cheerfully, becauſe it isnothe 
that carries' him, but the Lord Jeſas Chil 
whereas every unfaichfull ſoule tugs and pubs it 
the bufineſle, like the ferryman with his boatup 
on the ſhoare, and can- finde neither cale, nd! 
cheare,- nor ſucceſſe, becauſe hee thinkes by bs 
owne wits and power to doe what he would; 
faith will keepe a man upon the ſtreame of 
providence, and labours for the bleſſing ofGod 
rocarric himalong, and ſo he reſts him a 


the free grace of God : this makes —_" 
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| &ich marvellous eafie and free from trouble, and 
| makes the foule goe on wonderfull cheerfully : 
though the childe were naked, yer if the fathcr 
would buy cloth, and ſee the garment fitted for 
him, hee only to take it and put it on 3 weremor 
thiseaſie? and though the childe were even hun- 
gerſtarved, yet if the father would provide meat 
anddrinke, and ter icbefore him, hee only to eat 
it; were not this eafte ? when the Lord had 
made a marriage for his Sonne, Lake 14. the 
text faith, He hath &ifed hi fatlings, and drawne ous 
| bi wines, all things are ready, come therefore to the 
marriage; this is all that God lookes for at our 
hands, all the dajnties of life and falyation, peace, 
pardon, power againſt corruption, whatſoever we 
can want,they arc all prepared, onely come unto 
the marriage : take this mercie, and feed upon 
theſe precious comforts that rhe. Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt offcreth unto us : if you want grace, and if 
you want wiſdome,and power, and holinefſe, and 
patience, you may goe to Jeſus Chriſt, and rake 
t,!tis bought and paid for already, onely take ic 
and put It on; is cot this an eafie life > what 
would yout have,brethren 2 nay,yert more,if more 
may beadded, all that the Lord requires in this 
al,is,n a manner,to ſtand ſtill, and ſee whar the 
Lordwill doe for him, as in the 2 Chron, 20. 15. 
tothe 20,when 7choſbapbat was in a great ſtraight, 
ad knew not whatto doe, the Lord ſaith to bim, 
The battle i net yours, but Gods, ftand ye ftill, and ſee 
Fi ſulvationof Gol ; it is eafie conquering, whena. 
un may ſtand ſtill, and overcome by lookingon 
Ddd 3 __.: 
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the adverſaries ; then in the rg,verfe,theLevine 
the Sonnes ofthe Kohathires, fell ro fingiogay 
to praiſwy of 'God, when as yet they had ny 
frucke oneftroke I.the battle z but the truchj 
they had the victone by faich, rhey belevredihe 
Prophets ofGod,the Prophers had fpokenitay/ 
therefore the King did beleeve ir, that itthowd 
be done z and ir'was notonly ſointharentay, 
divary caſe of his, wherein the power andifect 
Faich was exprdited, bur it is that which 2ppe- 
_ tainesTo all the Saints of God an their ſpirmul 
combars, and what God did for the King in the 
cafe, the ſame heedorh for. all che Saints thee 
fore Rews,$. 58. The beltevers are more thanans- 
yer7 , and.why ſo ? rheve is no man cancongur 
before hee cometinrothefield, and contend wit 
his enemfes;bur wee ©yercomebeforc wee fit, 
how ? through tim thar loved us : 'if weelpde 
upon the Lord JeſusChrift, and keepeourbets 
 byaholybencro the promiſes of life and ſary 
. tion,we ſhall overcome onr encmics; this ti 
frft groand. hes 
Secondly, faith makes che life eafic xm, 
becauſe it ſweetens all our afflitions;eventiw* 
thar are moſt hard and full of tediouladt, al 
withall faith apprebends all croubles and fi6+ 
ons, and -fairh upprehends the Hue 
'God,orderivg altfor his good : und thats EF 
fon why -all-rroubles' are digeſted comfort, 
withour any harſhneffe ac all : ooke at i9® 
and Mordecai, Hamman had the Kings fave, ® 
all his delires gramed him, and Nh Pe x 
| | | 1{pAtcit 
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v-tched.and:yet hc was more trondled in ptor- 
fo __ Fcjal the Jewes, than Mordecai 
+3 in þ2aring it, becauſe faith made the life of 
widecai eatie and comfortable, and therefore 
« faith, Salvation wil come, b fſee.nov tas way, 
Mort know notthe mecanes how'Itſhonld be,bur 
a ap mp apir agen _— Mn __ 119% 
lng, 75. verſe, lakh, 3 Know 1hat alt tÞy judge 
4.09 juſb, and that thou of 'very fair Ply 
flided mee; heedranke nothing} but mercy in 
hat bitter cup which God: had tempered for 
im: when che patient takes bitter pills, if they 
« well ſugered, they goe downe the eaffer, and 
he bitteracſe never troubles him : ſo itis with 
aith,it takes away the hayſhneſſe of alt inconve- 
ences, Which are bireer pills i-rhem(ſelves, bur 
wy are ſweetned and ſfugered over by. the- 
zhfulnefſe of God, foo the good of the ſole, 
ad therefore it goes on.cheerfully : fo the iffue 
ji the point 18 this, if the buythen of theworke 
: laidupan anochey,and'if alt cares.be purover 
another, afd1F all the harſhne(F- of all rrowbles 
& taken away by faich, then faith muſt needs 
= the life of a Chriſviary eaſe and comfor- - 
ble, 
The fecond thing wherein che excellencie and 
nckc of fajch appeares, is this, it fils the ſoul: 
adeleever with fall contensment, andin trach 
mentnent commeth- ehrough boleeviag: for 
that doth partake of the mereie- of God in 
Mit,he canno? bue partake of alhvhe good tha! 
#10, and fo heecannov but bec contented 
therewith. : 


IEEE 
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therewith: Oh, ſaith one, I would faine ye 
contentment in the world, then the life of fa 
brings full content co the heart ofa beleever, þ. 
that he ſhall ſay, I can deſire no moxe , 1.Cin | 
3. 22, 23, when the Apoſtle would ſtill the dy 
f10ns that were z1{cn amongſt the Corinths, (fi 
every man was not content with whathe had,bu 
would bave even what hee liſt ) hee faith, 4; 
yours, whether Paul, or Apollor, or the world, or lifin 
death,or things preſent, or things to come, alli youn, 
_ and will notall conrent you? would you havethe 
world? itis yours; would you have thingspre 
fent ? take them , would you have things t 
_ come? experthem z they are yours,andyouur 
Clriſts, and Chriſt is Gods ; Chriſt bath why 
God hath, and the beleever hath what Chin 
hath ; nay,finne,and hell, and death, they arehu 
your ſervants, and hee that hath Chriſt, andal 
good in a Chriſt, hee hath all working for bs 
| good; therefore hee that hath a Saviour, andal 

| good in him, he cannot be diſcontented. 

; Now faith workes a mans full content thre 
WAYES : | f 
Firſt, faith ſupplies all wants. 

Secondly, it cures all feares.. ] 

Thirdly, it inables a man to. all duties; ud 
more than theſe cannor be added nor deſired 

For the firſt, faith ſapplics all wants, faichplos 
the ſoule, and hales the heart of a poore Cirill 
an away from all choſe ſecret boſome — 
as pride, and ſuch like, which breed any r 
| tentment within a man, as all curiokitie, yr 
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we WY pride and unquierneſſe, for theſerack the foule | 
ah WW (rich a ceſtleſſc diſcontent, all the inordinate de» 
6 WE Ges and the like : theſe luſts and corruptions 
wit, WW onght not to bee quieted, nay it cannotbeez for 
dns BY Giricuall chings will nor fatisfie a corruptheart; 
(vr WY 20d worldly chings cannot quiet itz Now faith 
Ib divorceth the foule, and wichdrawes the heart 
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from under che power of thoſe boyſterous dis 
| ſtempers, and makes the ſoule refigne up it ſelfe 
tothe good will of God, and when faith hath 
done theſe, chen in the ſecond place faith makes 
the ſoule ſay, rhe good will of the Lord is better 
thanany thing chat hee ſhall deny, orthanall the 
| good things thar an inordinare ſ[infull keart can 
| crave : faith makes the ſoule apprehend that 
whatſoever God doth, and whatſoever Gods 
plealure is, is berrer to him, than whatſoever hee 
can defire, though God deny what he defires : if 
Cod will have a man poore, faith fayes,it is better 
than if he had given him riches; andit it bee the 
will of God to lay fhame and diſgrace upon a 
man, faith ſayes, it is better that God lay ſhame 
upon me than honours, becauſe it is his good will 
adpleafure ſoto have ir, and ſothe heart is qui- 
edandfully contented, and the want is ſuppli- 
ed,decauſe the will of God is better than tohave 
vat wee defire, The, Patiene that truſts to the 
«Kill and faithfulnefſe of the Phyſitian, is betrer 
tent to take pills from him, than all the beſt 
Cordials chat canbe defirgd, =* 's 
 Thirdy, faich either obtaineswhat wee need 
ad &lire, or elſe procurcs a farre better thing 
| Ece chay 
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than what wedefire ; artthou in troublemdas 
 fery? faithwill eicherferch from God whattha 
needeſt, or elfe bring that which is better from 
the hards of God , by this means the Lord Chit 
cures all the Copano that mighe crecpig 
' upon the hearts of his Diſciples :' Matth, 19. 2g, 
There i n0 man which ſb loſe father, or mather, v 
wife, or children, or friends, for my Names ſake, bn 
be ſball receive an hundred fold, and ſhall inheri 
erernall life: whatſoever wee loſe foraChriſt,we | 
ſhall have a hundred fold recompence for it; ;6f 
a man for the cauſe of Chriſt ning 
or impriſonment, and loferh pea eh 0 
thon ſhalt have peace with God, yo yiouk 
ſhall proſper in grace z and if friends baphfi 
fakerhee, and the father cy che ſonne, and 
the hnsband is ſer agai wife, thou ſhalt 
have the favour of the L Lord Godofheaven,whic 
1s better than the loveof all earthly hisbands & 
friends, for all theſe things here below are bu 
asit were the ſhell, bur this is the pith andks 
nell, the love of God in Chriſt: and if amaniof 
liberty for Chriſt, he ſhall have a chonſand tiws 
more kibertie in thepcace pores lh got 
andafredheare ro xy ng nd 
begin wa 
the wildernefſe-of Iuaah lev $.x[bad banifel 
him from his hoviſe, and dc 
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ou ind fatnefſe : NOW marrow and fatneſſe is che 


' chiefe of all you know 3 as if he had faid,$an{hath 


een away My eages, but thy loving kindneſfe 
ror tan al che world, it 15 that which fully 
Grifieth met Sautharh taken away my liberty, 
but thy loving kindnefle is betrer than life tr felfe, 


2nd therefore my ſoule fliall' bee fully quiered 


therein : Thus faith brings a ſupply ofallgood to 


| theſonle, In the 93.P/alme 35. and thelaſt verle, 


compare them borh togethery and ſee how David 
makes theconchifion : David was almoſt difqui- 


eted, and his heart diſquiered with the proſpe- 


itieof the wicked; rhereforc hee faid, ifthis bee 
ſo, then have 1 cleanſed my hands in inmcencie, and 
waſhed my hand; in vaine : yet markehow hee re- 
covers himſelfe againe, ſaying, ht hate 1 in hea. 


ves bat ehee2 and there is none in earth that 1 deſire in 
compariſon f thee; therefore it is good for me $6 dran 


ntere toGod, Letthe wicked take the world, and 
tneir profits, and their pleaſii-es, yer there is no- 
thing in the world that I'defire in compariſon of 
the Lord Jeſas Chriſt, and his grace and good- 
neſſe : Conſider it ſadly; the wicked have much 
welth, andfriends, and means : Ohthoubelo- 
rdfairbfull foole, thou haſt the rich treaſury of 
Fice and mercy to inrich thee, all this whole 
world'is nothing ro that tich Ny! aſury of mercy 
png brings in H pmol 210 wg 
"Ha, Monty als; if a man bave money, he 
p. »y moat to feed Mn cloth to apparell bim, | 
wn eb If money will doe fo much, what 
HpPs Ecc 2 Kiends,: 
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friends, nor meanes, but thou haſt mercy ficw 
Godin Chriſt, arid this will anſwer all : itisbet. 
rer than friends, and meanes, and all : therefyve 
ifchou haſt chis, let thy heart be contented, a 
know that thou haſt a childs part, and thy lotis 
fallen into a maryellous faire ground. 
Secondly, as faith rakes off all wiſcries, aid 
ſapplies the want of them ; ſoin the ſecondplace 
faith rakes away all feares for the time tocone; 
alas,ſaith.the ſoule, friends, and means,andwelth 
are good, bur they continne nor ever. What if 
ſickneſſe come > and if poyertie come, what ſhall 
I doethen? and fo the heart ſhakes at. thefexre 
of evill : Now.pray- marke how faith cures al 
feares, and takes off the edge of all thoſe incoare- 
niences that may bee brought upon a man, ain 
The 112, Pſalme 7. He ſhall not bee ifraidof anyeal 
ridings, why ? for bis beart « fixed, and he beleeun 
inche Lord: for although beaven andearthmuy 
ſhake, yer God, and Chriſt, and the promilewil 
- never faile, and hee caſting his heart there by 
| faith, he mu$ needs hold. Whar isit thatamin 
may feare? we fearethe power, and policy, ud 
maliceofthe deyill and his wicked inſtramens;' 
now faith outbids. theſe, and faich.reſtsuponti 
precious promiſes of God in Jeſus Chriſt, ad. 
faith perſwades the heart that they have nopo 
bur from God, and they canpot uſe that pom? 
further than God gives leave, and.they can" 
have fuccefſe farther than God Foes wich thew, 
oe no further than God gives a 


w, fayes faith, thatGod whe 
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drs the power of all theſe, he is my God, heeis 
che God: of Hoſts ; and none. of all the armies. 
can either command PEACE, neither can they hin. 
derpeace ;- there 'ore Iadde a little more, faith 


leyiesnew forces from heaven, againſtall the for- 


ces of earth z are the wicked politique ? - then: 
yes faith, the Lord is much more wiſe, and is 
able to daſh all their enterpriſes: and are the 
wicked fierce, and violent ? then faith lcotes to 
God, where thcre is more. power to defend him,i * 
than they can have tohurt him : doe wee ſee the. 
wicked malicicuſly bent, and. full of fpleene to 
wrong.the people of God ? faith ſees mercy and: 

nefſe a 6 Lord, that is more able to.re-= 


leeyeus, than all the wicked can-beeto hurt us : 
taith ſayes,if hell gates were.open, andallthede- 
yills wereabout thy. eares, they can doenothing:- 


further than God gives them power,. and gives 2 
Commiſſion tothem.z therefore I may bee quie- 


| ted, becauſe God is more able to keepe me, than, - 


they are to hurt me. . 

Thirdly, faith ir-is that. inables aman-to all du- 
ties; for imagine a man had all che power in his 
ownehands, and had no wants preſent,nor feared 
no wants nor troubles to come if yet hee. were 
notable-to doe what God required, this wonlc! 
diſquict his heart :, therefore by- faich.che Lord 
Rables a man.to doe cyery duty that the Lord 


_commendsto him,or expeRts from him : It isthe 
gound- that -Pagl contents his heart withall, 


Pol, 4.13. 1 candee all chings. through the power of 
it which ftrengtbenerh wer. can bee pooreand 
EEE. * "beare - 


"TheSoule ofeAnallcaling to Can” 


" bearer, andI canbe ricb,and y et rot furferoti 
world; Icandoe all, bur wth through theps | 
werof Chriſt inabling me : ereſdje1 famooyſs 
that of Abriham, Rom. 4.18. God hadi 
Abraham a childe;and yet his body was dead md 
his wife barren, and it waseyen againſt tiaturefir 
him to beger a 'childe, or for her to beats ary! 
Now how doth God provide for this ? Alyahav 
arder hepe,beleeved above hope; ; andinthe 21,yerſe 
becanſe he was fully perſwaded, that be that had rs 
miſed it, was able to make it ood: there Was 1 
hope in nature,that Abraham{tonidbeget a _ 
his body being dead, and nohope tharſhe 
beare ay ; therefore faith goes to Godthatvw | 
ableto quicken chem: haſt thon a barren &adead 
heart as theirs was, and therefore thy foul cott{ 


plaines, andthou Giſt, [ ſhall never be able togot 
through the worke required > I know it is the 
complaint of 1 ape oat foutes ; Oh ſend fait 


upto Heaven, and beleeye in him that is able 
fuccour you, and toquicken you, to wt 
he requires ; contentthy 

fay when thou findeſt thy heart dead, Iam! 
norant, bur the Lord is able to inlighten ny | 
blinde minde, and I have a deadborettheattþtt | 
 theLordwhoische God of power, heeis it | 
quicken me,and to releeye af Xu | 
fnner, Hee beleeved in ( Gaith! the Te t 
which calleth chings thar are uot asif th hh 
 Abrabam is'not lively, and Sarah is not inuny 
bur the Lord can make them {; and there 
Kh goetto God o chou alebe iſ 
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h- heart quickned co whatſoever duty concernes 
oy wn and thy owne comfort ; fo then hee 
char hath whathee will, or can deſire, or ftard in 
needof; and he that hath all his feares removed, 
nd isinabled to doe all duties commanded 2: no+ 
thing more can bee added tothis man, therefore 
why ſhouldnot hee be contented 2 what would 
you have, you poore beleevers ? 

Then the queſtion here growes, namely,if it be 


fothatfaith makes a wans life cafie,and gives him 


fall contentment In every condition, then why 1s 
it thus, as Gedeon ſaid ; fo if faith thus contents 
theſoule, then how comes it to paſſe that thoſe 
poore lilly creatures are ſo troubled with diſcous 
ragements and diſcontentments, and none fo caſt 
downe with their owne baſenefle and vileneſle as 
theyzthey hang downe their heads,and gocdroo- 
ping all the day long; either(faith one)T have not 
faith, or elſe if I have faich, then why is it chus 
with me ? | 
lanfwer; the fault is not in faith, that it doth 
not or cannot lend ſupply and ſaccour to thee , 
butthe fanle js in thy ſelfe, either in-thy cardle(» 
nelſe, and ignorance,thatknoweſt not when thou 
haſt faich, or elſe inthy unsKilfulnefſe, that chou 
doſtnotimply that faith which thou haſt faich- 
fully for thine owne good; I ſpeake only of the 
beleever, I'poe not about to proyethar he which 
tath notfaith, can be contented; no, hee hath a 
worme in his boſome, « conſcience which will 
himand torment bim for ever. 
att0 ſpcake of one that hath faith, firbe (0 
; that 
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that it bringeth tuch contentment, þ w-may4 | 
man that hath faich improve ic ro have this oy. 
rentment from it ? "IM 
For anſwer hereunto the cules are foure, which 
| a wan muſt uſe cohavethis contentment, whey, | 
| by he maybe carried on inhis courſe, andgoem 
ſinging to Heaven; remember {till that led 
of a man that bath faith. 
Firſt, labour to gaine ſome evidence toth 
. owne ſoule, that thou haſt a title to the promiſe 
 makethy title good, Iris notenough fora mul : 
faour in priſon to haye a pardon grantedhin, | 
but he muſt know that the pardon isgrantedbv 
| fore he can bee contented therewith : haplyths : 
| King hath grantediir, and the Prince hath begdi, | 
_ | butthe malefaRour is not contented untill bee? 
- | know it. . It is not enough that a poorebegytt : 
hach a friend or a rich unkle that wil!doe mud 
| forhim, orthar he bath ſerled a great cſtateupa 
| him, and his heiresafterhim ; burhee maſtknon | 
 itbeforehe can be contented with it: it map bets: 
is n2t necre by a hundred miles, and he is troabke 
with- miſery and poverty, becauſe hee know | 
not of it; juſtſo ir is with afaichfull ſoul that 
is never a poore beleever, buthee is richin fi, 
though hee live ina ſmoaky cortage, andive: 
| meanly, and goes barely, /yer all theſe revens 
| offaitharchis; Heaven and Earth, and all isthiv? 
| thou poore' beleeyer. Burt what is all chisto the 
matter, if thou haſt no evidence that al ths 9: 
thine? thisis the faulewhy poc Chriſtiawgy 
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7d their miſcries,becauſe rhex;ſeenottheir ricle 


'0-mercie; northeir eyidencecof Godylove zin 
2Ting.6.16,17 hen Eliſha was beſet with'an armie 
of bis enemies, the ſervant of che'Propbes aid, good 
Maſter, whar tballwe doe; they are muny, alt wee are 
few, they are armed, and wee are naked?" then ſaid 
the Prophet, Lord open his eyes, that he'may ſee,/and 
God did ir, and then hee ſawrhoſe bils. full of fierie 
c<r04;a0d:then hee! fa thatehere were more 
withthem:than were'againft them: andtherihte 
wasquiet: nowthe armies and the chariots were 
there before, bur hee ſaw them not,and therefore 
becuuld not be quiered sfoir is:with'every. fairh- 
kill-foule,: che Lord hath: cauſed hiszAngels'ro 
| pitch'rheir rents abonrrhe ley wee have God 
our fide, and Chriſt,and the Angels, burwee 
ſnot ourprivileges; and the 
have in the mercie and:Foodne | 
yectitout.as he did;good Maſter wharthaltwe 
doe? ſomany finnes, and ſo many corruptions, 
how ſhall we-be ſucconred?-the Lord operrour 
yes, that we may. ſeerhe free riches of his grace, 
ndchefalnc(ſ> of hismercieOthixigall'curtirhat 
vemay ſce tis lovero-us, andhis Angels wairing 
upon us, and. his bleffing going with; us'; this 
would quict.our hearcs 21 will:not now adde; 
hoy jou may doe this,:andbow:you may make 
Jorevidence cleere;tliaryou have aritteltomer< 
oe; this were to multiply /a divifiog'upoh'a'di- 
nhon; only judge youreſtare by the' word, and 
uktore-evidence fromthe ward; as goodias'tefi 
ould; this isthe fanke:of ptople:-it: may-bee 
06 Fir | ſom? 
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fomeevidence Grsthem masvelious well, burke butts 
cauſethey have not all,they will have noneat all, | 
m truth, butthrow away'al ; andcherefore, ly, 
judge c youx eſtaces hy the word,andnoth y.catal | 
reaſon,and if you bave barone promiſe fr | 
you have all.in trach,choughall | 
nar perceived, this ische firl | 

Secondly, labour taſer s high prize, end2 wor. 
derfall- great acconnt of: that 
of:the:Lord, this e 

and make accountof the leaſt 

above a thouſand worlds; 
you make ofthe ſufbciencjeof aking mh 
cantint you havein;ebatching; whoſe ſufficient 
you lee, and doceſtreme of + now becauſe the 
promiſes of God, and the riches of Gods lovein 
- Chriſt,ate moſt warthy af ourlove, andmoſtſab 
ficient forus, lat- us therefore be contenred with | 
them energy won ana aras | 
though wee want: all ; Lake 12: 32. when the 
Diſciples were in great trouble, and expeited 
more and further miſcrie- aftcr the dab 
_— "iy Lord Chriſt ne to cad yo | 

[ , it «goon fathers pleaſure, to grey # 
kingdome; if vn COT and feate- 
troubles, an expe perſecutions on np 
yctfeare-ye not, yowſhall have a kingdome, and 
thatwillcarry lor merge all occalions pwejo 
 imprifoned, and perſecuted, and diſquieted? fear 
not, you ſhall bave-a kingdome., and there? 
ſhall bce comforted and (quieted:for-evel-J® : 
| ktdoonerthat are pooreand meane "— 
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{cd, and ſcorned, bur feare nor, you ſhall have a 
e; the want of this Is the'canſe of all 
that diſconcament, thar is inthe hearts of Gods 


owne people , which are beloved of hit, and fe-. 
by bim, Take a poore man in miſery, his 


| children oy for mear, aad che morker ſaith, 

tobed 'poore babes, you ſhallhaye meat, wh 

| the Lordſends it, brechren, this is hard 1 con» 
elſe, but now if a friend ſhould-come and give 

tim two: hundred ponnds a yeare for ever, this 

would wake him goe'away 7 dntchted, becauſe 

this would provide for bim and his: now I pro- 
' pound apromiſe tothis man, rhe Lord hath (aff, 


he will never fajle thee;nor forſake thee ; what bs -- 


thisworth of your money ? one trtiat! offers hit 
ro lured ponds 2 yeat, and 1 © 4 
promiſe, now conld(t thou, thott poore niſcrable 
creature, bee content to cake this two hutidred 
pounds a yeare, and leave the promiſe, ard bee 
content that che Lord 'ſhonld nor pardon, not 
comfort, nor ſave thee; Ipreſtmechon wonldfſi 
tot doe thas : now will edodCand pouttds cor- 
tenr rhee, and will: not the promiſe > thereafon 
þ.chou priſeſt the money becauſe it is remporall, 
adthou ſeeſt ir, and thow priſe northe Protniſe, 
becauſe ris ſpirſenali, nd etiou ſeeſt ir ior + rake 
amaninconempr, and diferace, pi oy 
woman lookes after Him ; if this nid wert 
ded:ndhonoured of men, oofarorg) 
SM verchcaled - arid fally connterted-: : towthe 
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Lord acceprs otchee thoutaichfull ſente; be hath | 
honoured thee {ofarre.as to make thee his-foums. 
and to give thee akingdome,why ſhould honowre 
comfort thee, wen the hongurof Godsloweynd 
favour in Chriſt willnot doe jt? ebercaſorils,be; | 
cauſe wee are carnall, and-ſee not theſe; if'-man * 
could. but {ee his-privileges,: and ſay; theworld 
ſhames mee; . bur God accepts mee, this wiuld 
quiet his heart for! ever;z therefore take;ſpecid} 
hecd oh thoſeearthly, and carnall affe$ions, tha 
take off the price of the promiſe,an earthly hear 
would have more than jitought :-I fay,take heed 
_ of theſe affections, and know thatthouhaſtari 
tle to;che promite, and know-rhat;one promiſe 
and the fryecrnefle,of -Gads mertie in Chtiſt;is 
better. than all the honours in the world to-a& | 
vance thee, better than all the riches in the world, | 
or. than all the parts-.that ever.any ſcholler had; 
prize theſe at this. rate, and then, thou canſtnot 
but be contented with it, - | SIN8 ] 
Thirdly, labour to keepe the promiſes evertt | 
| hand, that you may have a ready -recoprietotie 
 prowilſe at a-trice; -and at @a-eurne,' and thatya | 
' may nor, have the promiſes to ſecke when need 
isz, what is it zo mee, thoygh I have athingn | 
houſe,it I have it not army need ?if a man ous | 
lay, I have as. goodeardiall-water 25 any 1sinthe 
world, but I know, not where It 153 what fally j 
' werethis, toſechisbotelzhe knowes noewher? ' 
Þaply the man. is:ready to ſwound and dye; 


La 


| hefaith, T have axgood cordiall water as any'80 


L a ” . 


the world, but know not whete itiY; Mend 


A. a a. 
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would have done it; but you throw them in a 
corner, .it j3 your owne carelefneſſe, and that 
breeds a!l your miſerie.z keepe thepromiſes at 
band,and 1-t-them be within your reach; he that 
is ready to faint often, will bee ſure to carry his 
bottle in his pocket, and will ſet it at bis beds 
head every night, chat whenſozver hee' ſhould 
faint, hee may finde ir preſently ; now for the 
Lodſake,let me intreat you tobe wiſe for your 
poorcſoules, there is many a fainting and aguiſh 
fit and qualme co:nes over the heart of many a 
poore Chriſtian, perſecutions without, and ſor- 
rowes and corruptions. within, therefore keepe 
your cordiall about you, and bee ſure that you 
aye itwithin your reach,and have itnotto ſecke 
when you have need to uſerir: I would have a 
Poore Chriſtian: acquainted with the promiſe in 
thedarke,that ſo at midnight,when God frowns, 
andthe Devill threatens, and corruptions boile 
Rithin you, you may have it ready athand,ſer the 
Pome everat your beds head, take one, and 
other, and be refreſhed by another, and- 
 Frf 3g goE 
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| goe  finging to your graves, and to beavea fy 
| cvcrs . in the 6 3-Plaime 5.,,6.verſcs, marke | i 
nexion of thoſe two verſes, My ſoule ſbal bee ſax, 
| fied as with marrow and-fameſſe ; bacwhenſhul 
this bee 2 Jooke the 6. verſe, when 1 remiemberih 
| #pon my bed, and meditate upon thee inthe nightwy. 
ches, he wasnowin the wilderneſſe bar whenle 
. left his houſe, be tooke the promiſes with hin, 
he would not leave his cordialli behinde him; 
' ſoule ſhall be ſatisfied; cnough Lotd, enouph,1 
am ſatisfied as with mw; bue when is ala | 
when I remember thee upon my bed; erah 
| membred well where hce had fer the pronik, 
| when I remember the mercie of the Lords tha 
though all my friends be gone, yer 1 remonk 
/ thy mercie; ig dorh all, and thy faithfulndk 
and goodnefſe thac farisfieth all fallys Ile ws. 
rant you that the promiſe will ferch you aggine, 
though you were fainting and going away. 
Well I have now a title to the promile, a 
though I have not wealth, nor hononn, hit 
friends, yet I havea Chriſt ; and chonghl as 
 nordoe this and that, yer I hope togoetolits 
| ven, ſpighe of all the Devils in hell. 
Now laſtly,be ſure to drinke a heartie drauyit 
of rhe promiſe, ifa man drinke alittle, andipet 
- out againe, it will never doe him good ; Jett 
fore ſtand by the promiſe, feed and Finke bed. 
tily of the canes x and as Eliphas ſaid, 193%. 
21, ie Sola hy felfe with God; beſtow thy 
promiſe eycry hoore, , whenſooer 
doſe finde the fir comming, thisjschc ont WY 


Theg8oules effeBuall calling to Chriſt, _ 
c J- comfort, it is the counfell-that che Lord 
heiſt gives-10 bis ſpouſe, Gene. 5, 1. the Lord 
+» firted all things to refreſh his poore chil- 
ires,and marke what the manner feaſting is, 
"+ what every men that comes tothis feaſt muſt 
10e, £48, 0h friends, and drinke, yea, drinke abun- 
wy, Ohwell belaved;, the word inthe original 
+ indrinking drinke, ye cannot be drunken with 
1 Spirit, as Fe may with wine, thereforedrinke. 
bondantlys looke as it. is in nature, were the 
-reateſt dainties in the world prepared, and the 
ables furniſhed, ſend a hungar-ſtarved man to 
te place,if he only take a bir and away;hee muſt 
eds goeaway an hungred ; the fault was notin 
the mear, for there was enongh'for him, bur the 
alt was here, hee did not feed heartily, hee did 
xt drinke it downe ; thinke of it fad{v,you faith- - 
all Saints of God; they come now and then, and 
ake 2 ſnatch of the. promiſe, :and chen/ comes 
eare, and temptation, and perſecution, and all is 
one, there is enough in the promiſe for thee and 
all thy poſteritie ; but to take a faxtch and be- 
wrc,and to! thinkeiof the promiſe, and'flye off 
wane preſently, chisiischeccauſe wiy you come 
arſtie;and goe away thiritie ; you come diſcom- - 
breed, and fo you goe away; it is your owne - 
wit, brethren : experience-rels. us thus much, 
ae poore diſtrefſed foute;machburchened and: * 
pinched, and he wants the ſenſe of Godslove,and* 
mt worthy th? ground hee goes upon, bring * 
ama tothe word of God, and toholy confe- 
Ke,and the like, and hee will ſay, Lblefſe God, 
FAN: >  my- 


The Soules effenall calling ro Chriſt © © 
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.:my heart is very wellquietednow; aid iistos 
"ble is over, and hisremprarion is gone, yerhecy 
no ſooner goac from the congregation,'ot from. 
the place of conference, buthheeis the ſamemy 
that he was before, [{il! 'donbting of Godpln, 
and quarrelling with 'himſcife and" his%owme 
comfort ; and the fanle was here, heeonely took 
a ſnatch and away: but remember this; thefane 
promiſe that ycu heard in thepublike, keeps, 
and be everfippirgof it; Iconteſſe,ſaith he;ny 
heart was cheered, and when TheardſuchaMins 

| ſterpreach,and ſuch a Chriſtian pray,l was exits 
dingly comforted, and had {weet affuranced 
Gods love,but now all is gone ; the faults you 
'-owne 2 for if you'would c:eave to the'promiſe;t * 
would doe you as much good in the private ain 
| the publike; it wonld cornforr you at one time 
as well as atanother ; many times' it thus belik 
us Miniſters,when we preach of conſolation,ad. 

| when wee pray andconferre,wee thinke that met ! 
are beyond all trouble, but by and by wearc all: 
| offeares,and troubles, ond ſorrowes, becaulewa.” 
rake nor full contentment-in the promiſe, ue 

| drinke not « deepe draught of it: thereforetute! 
| heedof theſe two things, whereby poore Cats! 
" are marvellovly _— Furſt, rake heed 
_ of atcending tothe parlies of temprations,ance: 
| makinga nub of epity compte ionachalh 
villzif you will fiſten to his charyhe willmaceJoT: 
forget all your comfort, for the Devill cats 
| boneofdifſention, and we ſnarle at it, andpalWe 
 with-himabonrir, and fo loſe che comfortorm 
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omiſe: therefore ralke not with Sara arall, 
bathold your hearts to thetrurh of the RARE, 
thatisrevealed to be yours. 

Secondly, benor alwayes quarrelling and Go? 
villig with carnall reafon, bur when you'! Jos 
mpevidence,keepeir, ahd [et it notbe raken'ou 
of yoor hands; for it is certa ice That there! are mas \ 
ny poore Chriſtians, that 
thatthey havefaith, "auf are wo 
ed; bur when theyare gone tr Ini 
their 01d carnall reaſon comes againe, "Und | 
tend nor to the promiſe, bat to their carna 
reiſon, and from hence the devill gers marycle 
low ground 'agaitiſt, a DOGte eſoflle : e 
when Fu have the” romife ſs Ucared from rl e 
Word, heare norhing from Satan agaioſt char, bor 
from the Scripture; but chrow away all curſed 
carnall ron ed hold youclole'to the crath; 
adifthe devil] can fay any thing againſt the ruth 
ſoris, ifnog then holdro it,, Now isit fo, that 
firh makes the life and ſonle of 4 belecyer full. 
ofcomfort and contentment ? then 100 fail 
lonles —_—_ heed ofever repining a 

ganſt the-Lord, and' when you finde theſe di=" 
frnpersrifingi. your hears, till chem, and ſuf 

Tnot your hearts to murmure againſt God, nor 

Þ bee diſcontented with his good.) 

Oh ft one, Thaye no org oa 
, or cannot doe this nor that 


give thee any; 
ſtitop thyhearr| 5 yes <4 


have a lirfle faith, if 't were not Fu that, what 
ſhould I doe ? it is all Ihave, I have nothingbu 
that : Oh for {baine hold your Þ*acc, nothing 
bur thar ? js it ali come to nothing? is Chriſt, 
and Grace, and Heaven, and mercy, and alicome 
to but a ſo much? harh God given thee faith,ad 
wilt thou not bee. content with it ? ſeeme the 
confolations of God ſmall anto thee 2 is it no | 
thingto. thee thar Chriſt and Heayen.iy thine? 
it nothing that God hath given you his Songe, 
and that Chriſt hath ſhed ba bento, for you, 
and made you able to-reſt upon bim? isall thi 
nothing ? It is as much as if a poore man hads 
thouſand pounds given him, and hee wereangy 
wich his friend for his kindnefſe : Oh, gpe your - 
wayes cheered and eomforted, and murmure w 
more, but ſay as gaod Tacob did, Ihay nexths 
, bigs but X have a Joſeph in lg yp 

| alive, I'willgee and ſte him eve die: He 
Kut an friends, and means, and all ::ſogoe 

| way, and take heed how you offend he riches0r- 
Gods free grace : nothing buta heart tobejeenet. 

- ©h, for ſhame bite. thy rongue when it {atiſo, | 

andſay, Lord have nor friends, nor:means, nor 
this nor that, bur T have a heart to belceve, andto 
reſt upon thee ; Lord, cauſe mee ro ro relt ypos 
thee more and more ; it is enough Lt [hor 
a belceving hcarr, , hoogh E never (ce 8 good 
tay befides: Tris: eno!gh chat Lhave { of 
Y; Slee ind m. Redeemer, 8c. It 5 1.4 

OUS fo'ly, and ſheme, ard trouble, we 4 q 


{TO God, and.Chnilh, andall, and mult; 
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fitofit when 1 It is 


| add peopl. ag ahi Atarcrs AT 
ove on merily laughing and reJuycingyand oa 
Chriſtians they goe drooping. If this bee'prac 
ſaith one. God blefſe me from it ; - there 1 is a (tri 

ling & a ftriving to get a little grace, 8 affirance 
and power againſt corruption, and yet for oogh 
Iſee, they hzveno more comfort than Thave.; Fs 
wilke hambly; yer cheerfully'and comifortab! 

hiſt thou any wants? faith w?ll / ſuppl y them weed 
thonany feare of rrouble fer the time to'come? 
faith will ctreall fears; art- 0/560 weakeand un- 
able rodoe thisorthat'd fault willinable e'thee 
to gvery daty r=qu ired x "dbE bat beleeve, -and 
rt upon Chriſt, * ett race and ſireng 4 will 
come, andthon ſhalt bee'able to doe a 

throng h Chtiſt that firengthens th 12 
one, thisis a 1<ſſoi Tot a Piwl; at for Uk! 
ſtanders, the Cedars im grace: anſwer, Paw] 

not ſay hee did it of himſclfe, but by che pow: 
andyrace of Chriſt ſtrengrhifing him; ad C 

hath as much ſtrength and'grace For rhice: as 
tidfor Par, if thou" beleeve in him, andreftin 
hi:therefore goe Ig way,and Rees all be 


"lmo-Mithia ROY lace ade: PRO! as 
thedifficuley i is racing; to ſo the bene- 


as great; 
therefore it is 2 he dentro nfort 'to 
Ute ſervants of God, tharrhrough his Wy 
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Kat one's : 
Ig Vai FAIPr4v 


es 
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uw? it; you ſce - 
the benefir of it: . Now bath. 
chis in. thy- ſoule? 


forred fan 


es 
haſtnor ha Eg 


retty 9a. ery daythouriſeft,an 
u goclt to- bed, blefſe God, .and 
knees and pra vic him forever 
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cpker go away diſmaid,it becomes theri baors 


moctkfll if the ſoule b2 inwardly ſer 


liſhed by faithin the promiſe, there- _— 


bar-come.ſome ſavour of comfort-roit : In whom ; pe19, + | * 


they gb gee ſee him not, yet have ye beleeved, andre- 
Jem joy anſtratable and gloriow': therefore 
e.it, belceying rejoyceth and ſaith,Good 
Lord, is Chriſt mine, that baye abaſed him; and 
is Heaven and the Spirit mine, that have ſo _— 
dir, andthe heart-leaps at-the remembrance 
ofit,and wonders at it,.and can ſcarcely. beleeve 
{eto bee true: but yet heeis wonderfully thank- 
full, Itis a duty torejoyce for mercy and grace 
received, as well as robe humbled for finnecoms 
mitted : all thoſe phraſes of Scripture run thus, 
and thoſe joyes that way make ” rejoyce, they 
al belong tothat man that is bronght home tobe. 
eye, Men -rejoyce. as thoſe that. divide the 
{poyle, you know this gives much joy tothe ſoul- 
ders that.oyercome :: ſo when the rich merchant | 
gs a prize, whatrcjoycing is.there 2..So there. 
| was ever any poore ſoule that [beleeyes in 
Ky ay and comes home, to-Chriſt:byth 
the is a great conquerour,'aN got- 
rr one promiſe is berterthan all 
teRubies and Diamondsof the Indies. When 
the he Prodigall had becne pinched. with famine 
po porerty, when he-was rerurned from hivmis - 
ery wo his tacher, marke what 4-deale of eirth- 
there was; the friends were feaſted; and the fa- 
ther rejoyceds bur if they. were ſo comforted,” 
Ggg 3. what.« 
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what was the Prudigall then? ſirely ns Joy pn 
incomprehenſible, and unconceivablet,if they 
which were onely thebebolders of the Erodipi 
did fo rcjoyce, ther: what was hee thatny + 
the gainer of all that good, weome fromiſachy 
deale of miſery to ſucty a father ; ray to cine 


from ſuch a baſe courſe, noronely tobe 
ned to the family, bor to the affeHionwof ele. 
ther, hee muſt needs bee fuil of joy for che mes 
Ohrhen, how great is chat joy and that conſole 
fon which is ſpiritaall, and which every faichfull 
ſoute which hath beenea Prodigall,now receives, 
when hee is come howe to God, and is come 
homerohim wi he hath formerly diſhonoured) | 
This Prodigall is nothing elſe bur the pittareot | 
a poore ſinner that runs riot from God;and trom 
his rruth 2 as 1 Per.2. 25. We wereas ſhetge yoi 
attyay : weare the Prodigals naturally, "ant we 
follow our owne wayes, and the corraptiono 
our owne hearts, and we have ſpent all oor part 
mony, arid are gone away from God, andgt: 
andlife, and all ; bar che broken hcartedf 
now comes home to God the Farher b/ faith: | 
Now ifthe Prodigall , when he found his hothe, 
was ſocheared, an? yi lis father rejoyced, dndll 
 Miends fealted, much more then when 4 ro 
 finner comes home to God the Fathers here | 
joy in Heaven for one ſinner chat repemtetd; * 
_ therefore thou maiſtjuſtlyrejoycein earth: God | 
the Father poor to ſee thee camnnnns : 
«ndGodchs Sore 1 


du Get i SN 2 OPENED "SIP ” "FA mn Macs 
$ = a wy en £ od OOPS 7 3-48 Nt er IE. a P | 
x LEST. IE ond 4+ { $3 g de . Ke z 


RT S PRE %s + + 8 s - tad 5 ; os. AL He EY Me < 
Job > LE 0s oc $i , Vo Sg Es . %. cps 
z ie, RITTER » 2; DS, DR ad 7 oF G - 
nn Eon ors Ws In ns '% £u « 
” - ; - = Lu Ht * ; ” mY " } 
IF 


IANA LN IO ET I) rt TE 
Us Se th : SO ij TOY. et v " [ 
of V 
« i: 
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me 2 poore ſinner, that art brought home 
hs. vo OP, and faith, ro the Lord : The 
6:ints of God rejoyce to ſee thee,and the Angels 
of Heayen glory in it, andir is the greateſt. com- 
fort that they haye ;, the Angels fing Haiclajabs 
when any poore Sainets humbled, and brought 
home to the Lord, and' they make it holyday in. 
Heaven, It is agood day to thoſe glorious Spi- 
| fits, nay all choſe that were fricads andfayourers 
of thy. poore ſoule, they all rejoyce : wertthou & 
wife or a childe that went away from:God, and 
xt thou now brought home to reſt apon the 
Lords free grace in Chriſt? thy render heareed 
Father that hath often.prayed-for-thee with ma- 
ny reares, bee rejoyceth 3 and thy mother char 
hath Gighed many a groare for. thee, nay all the 
people of God with one joynt conſent, many ef 
whoſe hearts thou. baſt ſzdded;/by-thy ungodly 
FE: PT, they have ſought for thee,  and"ſaid, 
ord breake che hearc of that poore creatare,, 
Lord humble that wife or that chyde :. when 
ey hearethatGodibath anſwered theirprayers,,. 
bumbled'thy heart, rheir ſoules leape within 
wemto heare this, and rliey ſay, there was ſuch a. 


[2 v 
Ci 


bavpy. d ſee 
| tua bumbled; andbrokengn 


"tothe LordJeſas Chriſt ; then goeth th 


ſhame, and blefſe God that ever thon *+ edty 
hee poſleſt of all this goodneſle and mercy fo 1 


God : If the ſtanders by doe fo rej 
ought thy heart co be inlarged! . js bo 
that good God, who hath becne ſo gricieus ty 
thee? Letme perſwade every faithfullſoale who | 
hath found' this, ro hamble himſclte beforethe 
Lord, androtellthe Lordin this manner, 
Lord, 1 was vilde, and ignorant, andrebellions 
and went away 'from thee; bur now 1 am'coue 
from the world, and from: my laſtsandall, tot. 
Saviour, to a Father, co a Spirit of comfort, ad | 
bleſſed be chis day thareye came home tothee, , 
that I niay receive this mercy at” 10S,” You. . 
knowin Exodus 15: 1. when as Pheravh had purlt: © 
ed the children of Iftael tothered ſea, 1 an ww ey” | 
drowned themſelves in the red ſea, nd Thatl the 
Iſraelites were come ſafely upon the ſhofe,then | 
the text ſaith, chey beleeved rhe Loyd, and fe 
bim, and bia 2 vant Moyſes : - then la Ng UK 
children of Iiracl fang this ſong co the Lo id; jo nd 
ſaid, 7 will ſing unto the Lord, fe hee hath t- oy 
phed glorieuſly ; © Revel, x5. 3. there the lane. | 


| ſong is recorded againe, fayi 6 0nd Me - 
we Auf are thy web 75 and i h nn you Pſames. 
when the Propher had ſhewed the great wall, 
A" tony Were DES | 
at wen would therefore praiſe t L- 
groan, and declare bus : rf — 
7 ap Pct "This vas alſo a. 


—_— ni. 
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4 tothe Devill, and'in ſpiritual bondage, 
firs ane. bell,and death ;- but faith fets'a man 
upon the ſhore , and brings him home unto 

| Chriſt; as John 5.24- Hehe doth belceve > #pafſed 

death 10 life Lord, ſaith the poore  ſoule, I 
confeſſe,I was in the mouth of hellpburnow am 

| palſed fromdeath to life : faith ſers a man beyond 
nne, and death, and all, therefore the ſoule 


ſhoald be thankfull, and fing a ſong of praiſe: un- 


to the Lord his Gad.:15 i 
| Now there are two bottomes from the forme 


Dodrine, which give foot-hold eo your com- 


fort: 

- Fiſt, by beleevin o all the goodneſs and mer- 
| ce ofGod a Ee he came hacks will not 
px pm yr Lakes or 
challenge che that mercie a 

defſe of his, VWhen God: hath engaged hiniſelfe 
tdexGod tothee, and co thy ſeed after thee, he 
cannot take away his mercy from a - Faichfull 
loks, becanſe hee cannot deny himſelfe, hee will 
not. detue his truth and-his promiſe z therefore 
the Saints of God cannot but be partakers of all * , 
this mercie. and goodnefle ; he: Apoſtle faith, 
Epheſc 3, 7. bref ro dwels in abun by fob; 16 
Cee 2. 3- 1 whom ave hid all che rrea _ of Sf. 
tm and browledge , now gather up all,” and the 
immer thasmuch, and there you may ſee how 
a comfort comes byfairh ; I lay bold upon a 
ho our, in whom dwell all the treaſures of wil- 
om ne and knowledge,.and ſo lay hold npon 
what would you have? and Ghar is it that 
Hivh .--, may 


wy 


"The odes fell ling 


1. OO III OO I.” OO TED 


nes ME atoand "__ 


may ; comfort you? thoutart beggerlyin wiſdous, 

and in conſolation, and inall the graces ofGog 
Spirit, butif ehou haſt faith, thou baſt aCheiſ, 
end in him arcall. the weaſures of wifdome ay 
mercie : take your treaſure, and be inriched for 
evermare-z you may. doe it, it 3 four owne. 

Seccadiyal the finnes that thou ſtandeſt guiley 
af,andall the remptationsok Sathan, canncthia 
der thee from injoying that light, and re 
that good which thou haſt need of, there s no 
finnethat hath beene commitred, can ſtand be 
tweene thee anderernall life; bethy corruption 
never fo many for number, never fo vile-and 
Jeong for-garuro, ncuer fo,long fiir continuance 
mthew, meelichaGold beaiine; and old laſtycf 


youth, whith makethee fay, can the Lord pardon 


 meandivit poſiible for fach a wretch a1 amyto 
bavemercie, that have! all theſe corruptioos 
_ | anſwer; it Alte noe what thy Gnnes be, ſeotly 
 faithand repentance bee ſound, it matters not 
what thou haſt becne, arabell.cven againſt God, 
 ifnow chou canſt belceve andreſt uponGadal 
. repent.thee of eby finnes: ' 
. Bur n2withe pointgrowes an, the frole bi 


_ | ſamercaſognable manner Ciel, that iF it nd 


_ faith;then itconldhe darisfied ; bur many ſeene 
to have parry pagthavedenor vis apo - 
wwe, I could gaine ſome 00 
Wn Fr: ng goe-well wich mee, burbo# 
2t 
| Tanſwer, Lconfefſe that che fuihofrhend 
men inde world js hut « mecte delafiongs 1h 


meat hn Cm —_—_— 
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| heleeve, then aske thy 
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difcoverin thenext uſe of reproofe:bur that tl 
igri, rharthooghthy Gaich be never ſ lr 
leger ei firing jadfying faith, 1 will cherce 


| fore hay downe ſome triats: I will not-now in- 


trench upon any of the particukars tharcome af+ 
terward, but onely ſay open ſach parriculars for 
triall, as are in che dofrine : I know, fairh puri- 
fes the heart, and workesby love, Kcy and fairh 


| makes anew cfeatre ; but theſe: come too fa 


of; I will onely gatheg ſorawhar from the poinr 
-— band. | 


Firſt, obſerve the roorand rife of chy faith, the 
canſeby which thy faith was wroughr; and from 
whence it came, and this will be an wndoubred 
evidence, wherher thy faith be good orno: there= 
fore when thou doſt _ to brag,andiay; I doe 

heare this:queſtion;; and 
fay, how came I by it ? prove 'it $ have I faith? 


| make it good then : ie 13 not enoughto ſay ſo,but 


kt mee ſee that it is ſo g didſt chou bring it into 
the world with thee? did chy wits contrive ic? 
dthy pars and abilities worke it? and becauſe 
thouhaſt more wit and learning than others, and 
thon thinkeſt it as eafie a marrer to beleeye, as 20 
underſtand a hard writing, if it bee thus, thy fairh 
Fa deſufion,andno faith ata't : ir is true hereof 


faich,which Ivb ſpeakesof wiſdome, narure ſanh, 


thnotinmes and eloquence fairh, it is not-in 
ae, know not theway toir ; all theſe ſay, ] have 


head the newes of Faith; but 1 arm not acquain- 
*d wich it, God onely knowes the way thereof, 


H hh 2 "> 
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"1 op Soules effeBuallcalling ro Chriſt, 


and i5 the worker of it : the text ſaith, Everyman 
that hath heard andlearned of the Fatberggommutha, 
50 ne, the Father muſt' firſt reachthis leſſon, 99 
. .clſenomancan underſtand ir; jon he Fath, 
 givetheea heartto know: Jeſus Chriſt;there isn 

powerin thee, that is able to give this grace to 
the ſoule;haſt thou thy faith from heaveni the ir 
is like to bee of the righe kinde, but irmuſt bee 
\from thence, it atiſeth not from the earth, it 
comes not from parts, and gifts, and learning, ir 
muſt come from heaven, orelle it is ways 
right kinde : all the coine that is currant;is min: 
- | tedinthe rower by authoritie of pegs) 
it is not currant:;/ in,1:Peec 1.7, the 1 = 
cals it precious taith, it muſt bee ſtamped bythe 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, by che hand of the Spirit, it 
| muſtcome fromche- tower of Zion, or elſe iti 
' copper faith; and not ſaving juſtifying faith; nor 
' that which will ttand in ſteed in the day oftrall 
here, or in, the day of judgement hereafter: 8 
| wee: ſay im nature, the Alcumiſtsare growne to 
that skill, chat they 'will-make Alcumie appear 
to be perfe@ blver and gold, and much ofitwil 
| beare the rouchſtone, inſomuch that a man «@ 
bardly diſcover ſome of ir, it is. ſo cunning 
| made but whenthe fireand the hammer comes, 
- It will beare neither of them: bur rhe true 
comes from the gold oare, and will endure tit 
fire and hammer; the alcumie gold comes 9 
| from theright place where the gold is, it come 
_ not fromthe minerals,fromthe golden mines: i 


there is a great deale of this alcumic fairb,0rrs 


bo I 


— The 80ales effeBuall cabling co Chriſt, 


425. 
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| wordiscometo chis paſſe, that they have a faith 


of their awne faining; and it is ready to conſen 


| thetouch, I meane of able judiciovs Chriſtians ;, 


but iow this faith: never came fromthe /right 
«; for if it were tight, it muſtcometromrhe 


mine of mercie, and from God, andthe worke 


of his Spiriczfrom rhence thoa haſt ir, ifrhyfaith 
bee ſound 3; Rove. 10, 17-Fairh comes by bearing the 
rerd;' faith is norin us, it'comes tous, it is not 
wroughtor purchaſed by our owne worthineſſe 


. orpower,the word is the conduir co convey it, bur - 


the Spirir of theLord Jeſus is as the founraine thar 


ſends itinro the ſoulezſo char you muſt notthin\e 


tohave faich here firft , but baſtrhon found faith 
here firſt, then ir is nor of the right, bur if rhe 
ood Spirit of the Lord hath wrought upon thee, 


| fitbeſo, then thy faith is right : bur ſome will 


lap, we heare the word diligently, andwe'doe at- 


tend upon God in his ordinances, and have wee 


notfairh? I anſwer, hearing is the meanes ro con- 
vey 1t, but 1tis the Spirit ofthe Father that con- 
veyes itby the meanes; and rhar Spirit chou muſt 


receive by-che meanes, if ever thou bave it, there + 


kthe pitch of the poin. 
— But how ſhall we know when the Spiric of God 
spleaſed toworke this in our ſoules, and to'pur 
[tintoour ſoules by hearing 2- >: \* 
There is all the difficultie, and it isworch*the 
while toconſider ſadly of ie,for I know the worke 
of Gods Spirit by the word in the ſole; by theſe 
particulars: z. Ac Tek FR Sn 
Fiche Spirit ſheweth to the'ſoule of a poore 
Hhh 3 ſinner, 
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fioner, that hee bath no faith; nor noabilitioen 
warke it of himſelfe, this the word workes fr, 
 bertwe arenot yet at the bottome; | | |/// 
i Secondly;-when the :Spirit hath ſhe wed thee 
that thou art an unfaithfoll ſoule, and thatthig | 
baſt Lopower to worke it of thy felfe, then the 
Spirit of the Lord by the word breathes upon 
the ſoule.of a poore finner, and by the {neem 
thereof overmaſters.and breakes dowhe dll choke 
fecret curſed diſtempers of heart, chat brouyht 
'unCer tte ſoule, and kefthin in himſelfe: 
man is brought in bed. with his connprions, 
tob{peakes, namely thas, The Spiric of Gall fnchy 
werd drives the ſowle to areftlefe difqnireand mily 
him ſee that bee muſt not lay bere, but bee muſt fark 
0ut,endgoe from hence and ſeete for another conditin, 
or elſe hee mu? periſh for ever : reſt not here, 
ith the Spirit, you muſt; bee gone; and the 
 foule faith, If I reſt here, I am an undonemun; - 
therefore hee will ont and ſeeke for anotheres Þ 
Thirdly, as the Spirit of God doth overpowet 
thoſe diſtewpers, anddrives the ſoule to rolthſ | 
condition. till it looke our for a better condition, 
| folaftly the Spirit of God ſhewes thar poore foul: 
_ av impoſlibilitie of finding mexcie, bation - 
- | God, and thereforeturnes the face, and ſervthe 
| frame of the heart that way, tolcove God-witd, | 
| andto be for God,and this is themesningoftha 
| Place, /obu 16. 9g, whenthe Spirit of God com 
| tobring faith and peace to the conſcience 
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auafe they beleeved. noe ; on him; this place implirs p 


hings 
F «>, Te Sy Spintt: of Gad ts downe a Gokull | 


canal pleas and pretaces that the hoart:can- 


make, andp:rfwades the hearty chathois imafins; 
fall and moſt lamencadle- eſtate and: Gondxcion, 


ad maſt change. 


Secondly. iccorvincech the heare;char rhereis 
gpodo be found 1 m another, andyich char the. 


heartis/crned that way, roloake cowards a Sas 


yiour, and to waicfor him tal merciecome' from 
thercez and then If thou canſt lay this —_ 
ſoule, Thetrarhis, Lord, I wasag 

adunfairhfall creature; audthe:Lornd inp 


ſreir,md [eft menotthere, bar by che power of: 


his Spiric,and the miniftery GETSC RO drow. 
we froomthence, anclaidfaſthofd lefe 


ſame recembrance: of. tis indignation toy! 


ſoak; 4d niade mie reftleſie in ca 
ned mine epento ſera better wap; and ſaid, wu 


W autgoconm anorher way, andan 4bertrer 


Way, 
adjo opeaedroOme's ampſqbtchiimercinand 
gavdiiefle ; - Gellacthutbuce'iirigw colmmiogon 
wGod; when ali; #wllifigrerendybavebe 
ymitofGod will El. 19 and faith isnow 
comming home: m the ſoul?;, anc the ſone will. 
enizbome toitke fiocd 22rodveofidivis noching 
ale, bara (orting,ofrtho:fluite Far Goſz).3 dt 36 
da al the' pbraft0f,che Soiipcuryihibds 


'enady ich will jade | ich, wherher 2.Trial, 


iz tnin 0s noe; doe: thutgy f 


428 7 he Sevlteſe@nalca ing. toChrit, © 


"wholly: of 'Chriſt, and reſolves rorinarchin 
Chriſt ovely ; the meaning js this; it chuc 
_ Chriſt wholly, for now the match is madey, 

| yhen once ihe fonle comes robelceve the ps 
| Paration to the. match;/ was before indefre th 
| bur now the match is made up,and nowtheſoule 
| - wakes choice of Chriſt, as he on whom he vill 

|- beſtow himſelfe: he chuſeth Chriſt wholly, and 
- tharyouſhallperceive thus; when heis chusgld 
| hows by faith, wharſbeveric is char Chriſt bring 
the ſoule chulcrh all of that ; wharlocyer belony 
roaChriſt,and isof Chriſt, andin Chriſt, hecky | 
Eth all Chriſt :;Chrift: is nor only the Saviour 
all his,' but hee. is > &/ God of all grace} andhah 
grace tO beſtow upon the ſonlcs of all thoſe tha 
ooiony in him : now faith chaſerh the jojgh 
friſt, and whatſoever AITLtte 

Ceca chargs. much, ,than| 
donzof fanne;/ and removing the gui "y Ke; 
there isrhe authority and rule of Grid, nd fall 
chufeth that, and/had rather to he gant "24k 
veranicnrof Chriſt)than gader: OAT 
inthe world; and:faithchuſeth che4ife YL, 
whatſoeyer: life '©briſt lives, :thiat:-life Gith/of 
chuſe : the woman is now content.coconfome 

ber ſclfe to, the eſtate and condition of herbs 
WIA Rags oh err _— 
io chigplaze, a eplace, a nd 
abere forechinke of it, tet thon didft nejer ef 
beleeye in a Chriſt, except thou «3 dane r) 
: patience, and holineſſe,and meekneſſe of; aw , 
andabe nuleand{'life of Chriſt :.many Lond os 
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The Sauter effenall calling to Chriſt, 


th. 


ruled over us, faith the text, when thy curſed cor- 


mptions come, and would rulc thee, it then thou 
at coatent cobee raled by a Chriſt, and to live, 


and converſe as he did, this is an undoubted argitt« 
ment, that thou chuſeſt Chriſt aright : nay thou 


muſt chu'e the ſhame, and diſfgraces, and the 
croſſe of Chriſt, and the crowne of thornestoo; 
that is,,that whatſoever it is that comes with a 
Chriſt,chou muſt make choice of it,and ſay,T will 
have Chriſt, and all chat comes with Chriſt ; as 
tis with a woman that marries a man for better 
for worſe, with all wants,and faults,and miferies ; 
fothe Lord Jeſus Chiiſt dorh with us,he chuſerh 
ws with all our miſcries and diſgraces, a poore 
meane Chriſtian, a man of no parts norplace; yea 
bowſoevec yon bee, Chriſt chuſeth you with all 
theſe, and he loves you never the worſe for theſe: 
andif chou chuſe Chriſt arighr, thou wilt not - 
lay as the Jewes, Come downe from the croſſe, and 
me will beleeve in thees thou muſt nor thinke to 
tave a Chriſt, and notroubles nor diſgraces with 
lim, nothou ſhalt never have a Chriſt ypon theſe 
tearmes, but thou muſt chaſe Chriſt wholly, and 
Ulthar comes with him, this cuts the throars of 
many that doe not chaſe Chrift aright, but their 
tonoursand eaſe; thisis no beleevingybut a mecr 

on : in Heb, 11. 25, 26. when Moſerwas 
thereto make his choyce whether hee would bee 


theſon of pharaobs daughter, and have honours, 


anddelights in the Court, orbee « perſecuted 
Kitt of God/z the texr ſaith, Hee choſe rather to 
417 atverſirle with the people of God, rhas = 
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© The SeulereffeBuallcaling raCinih 
called the ſonune of Pharaohs dauy hter, hee choſetinn 


out of judgement, and acconnted:the q 
Chriſt greater honours, than to be ſo and ſo: Hedij 
not chuſe an honoured and an advaneed Chrib. 
andan enriched Chriſt; but he choſe aflitimg 
and the like ; nay.hee accounted them prene 
honours, thanall the honours of Egypt:.ſowit 
rhou doe, if thy faich be ſound andright, - - | 

Secondly, as thou wilt chaſe all Chriſt; a 
whatſocyer comes with Chriſt ; ſothere muſthee 
nothing oa thy part that muſt hinder the match, 
bur thou muſt forſake ir, and caſt itaway,andle 
it rather be taken from thee, than thou tobe tam 
from thy Saviour : As a man willnotclnſehs 
laſts if he were an adulterer before, becabſethe 
will hinder him fromreceiving-the: chaſtityoti 


Saviour : Therefore he that will beſtow himlelt 
upon a Saviour, he canntiot bur refuſe that adults 
rous courſe which would hinder him fron 
matching with a Chriſt : aud the ambitious mat 
willnot now chuſe his honours, but heewillal 
away his.pride and ambition, attd advancenrll | 


| becauſcthcſe will hinder hias from receivingilt 

| humilityofa Saviour.” Asa woman will beck. 

| -,tentto take her husband for better for worſe, 6. 
alfo ſhe muſt be content ro caſt away whatſoent 
may hinder her from him, and ſhee will ford 
friends or honours, of any thing that may.ny 
herfrom her beſt be{oved ; ſo if chouwile do 
Chrift-wholly, as thou muft take a Chriſtzads 
that comes with him, ſo thon muſt cal 
whatſoever may hinder thee from receiringi®. 


— The SoulereffeB ul calingts Chrift. 
as 28th laid to Naomy, Rath 1.16, Intreat ne nes 
ralexve 1hee, or to: returne:from following thee z, for 
where chow goeft, I will got; where chow loageſt, 1will = 
lodge; thy people ſhall be my people, and thy Gollſba 
ry Gd; to faith the ſoule: If luſt and pleaſure, 
ortheworld,or any darling delight come and per- 
{wade thee to ſet up thy ſelfe in ſtead of Chriſt; 
the ſoule faith, I have choſen a Chriſt; and there - 
fore intreat mee not to forſake the humility, and 
chaſtiry,'and meeknefle of Chriſt : for I will live 
and die with him, hee ſhall bee nvy Saviour and 
Lord ior ever, The Saints of God firſt gave away 
them(clves ro God, and then tothe Apoſtles; "fo 
fyth chuſech all a Chriſt, and beſtowes it ſelfe 
upona Chriſt, tobe ruled by him, and to enjoy 
whatloever he hath, and .to imbrace whatſoever 
comes with him, and to remove whatſoever may 
kigder the ſoule from him. ng 1D. 251 
| Thirdly, juſtifying faith bearcs ir ſclfe upon 3. Trial 
the promiſe in all ies extremities, and is ſatisfied 
withit, for you know itiscalledreſting ; 'asif hee 
lad aid, herewill 1 reft for cver. | Oh, this grace 
andmercy, I willgoe no further, it is good tobe 
here,to be pholy, and ſo glorious, and ſoſanQis 
ſed, and juſtified : and ſo I confelſe! chat pride 
a_dundelcefe will have his ratiges, and ſharke'up 
nd downe for fome comfort and-contentment 
inthe world, and haply by baſe means:burwhoee-- 
beer faving faith is, when it feels theſe, iroppo- 
ſeththem, and breakesthraugh them cacome ts 
te promiſe, and ſaith, now I ice whacyotidoe; 
tc:notin the world, nor in profits, nor in ho- 
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nours, nor parts, nor abilities, nor any outway 
thing, bur inthe promiſe, and the promiſe is the 
portion of the ſoule, and thar by whichir lives 
and the ſtock of commodirie which the ſoul 
\ [trades withall ; as a mans trades and his lands we 
his livings; though haply a friend maygivehin 
ſomething elſe ſometimes, yer hee lives by ti 
' owne means. So the faithfull ſoule willuke 
what God gives, bur ic lives by the promile, aid 
by the loving kindnefle of the Lord, that isthe 
 mainelife and maintenance of the ſoule ; 4s itix| 
' with a woman now married to a man; youworl 
account ita ſtrange thing ifſhee ſhould goeavy 
' to another womans husband to aske for hert> 
 leefe, this is an adulterous wretch, butthewike | 
' goesto her husvand, and ifthere be any provifa 


- tobe made, ſhee goes toher husband to provide 
It; and if any debts betobee paid, her huibjnd 
| muſt pay them, andhee.muſt papal! anddoeal, 


 ſherelics her ſelfe upon herhusband : Sowhtn 
| the heart pretends great matrers that it Joy 
Chriſt, and yet will have his backdoores,andhet 
| muſt live by his wics and his ſhifts, chis is nad 
 terousheart : It israther of a barloe ro his luſh, 
| than ofa holy chaſte man, that is eſpouſed 
Chriſt: ſoir iswith a faithfull ſonle; ifhekab 
| any wants, Chriſt ſhall heare ofhim ; andif 
| trouble or diſtreſle, fairh ſends to her ] 
the Lord Jeſus Chriſt inheaven, and layesalll 
| weightupon him ;iF any ſaocour comes inbyti 
| way,the ſoule rakes it thankfully from Codz.00 
Inthe meaze time he Hives by the promiſe: mo 


—— 


— Thesoules efftBuall callingeo Chriſt. 
"he 1 84m. 30. 6. when Zicklag was burnt,*the 
wives and children taken captives, the*people 
much orieved,and David much diſtreſled, yer the 
text faith, that Paid comfortedivie beart in God, 
there was-fairh indeed : ſorhe wife, haply her 
Ether or her mother dies, yet ſhee*comfores ber 
 ſelfe in herhusband, fo the ſoule faith, the Lord- 
better: than all outward comforrs,”and al! ho- 
nours, and all friends and nieans titider heaven : | 
_ word, theſe two paſſages will bee of great 
ad ng. Ro Ft 60007 20740 but 
Firſt, if inthe want of all theſe, hy ſonle can r 
elated with aSayiour, andwiththe promiſe 
mam : | 


mt. te comfortis gone,then 
of ch riſt, thon wouldſthavebecn 
Iii 3 COR- 
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Comenced and comfortable, th alien _ 
and the like had beene taken [ew 
thisis our miſery, wee fir downe Rabe/lsli 
will pot bee:comfarted, becauſe honous a 
Friends, and weanes are nor; well, goerhy wy 
thy faich is naughe, it neyeras yet reſted _ 
Chriſt.: who would have continued any oom- 
forr toithee ?- The: concluſion is this, the fore 
mult bee; perſwaded by che ſpiritof the Fahe; 
therefore nothing is the author of faith; butthe 
Lord. Faith muſt come from Heaven, and from 
the Spiritof£God, in the Word Mena 
that Gith which will doethee good. Secondly; 
the ſonſe was effeftually verſwaded, and ther 
fore chuſeth a Chriſt wholly. Thirdlys/ix relts 
} upon his free grace, and cherefore i is NO 
[ iewnvea withit. -- | tro 16g 2 I i 
! ati9 4b, Tn 
v/e 6. | - Jathenexr place; i is a word v7 HY 
| and the former -Dodrine is a bill of Inditement | 
| againſt multicudes of meny that were: never ye 
| partakers of this bleſſed worke ef Giacexthey# 
| notfaroff, butinthe very boſomeof the Chutd | 
| of God, they are. to this ycry day” 
It isa fooliſh deluſion 'of many;: whothinket 
eokly Sithians, and Parthians, ; oangors 
Pagans, want faithz 'thisis an 
doating conceir,, and _preyailes:t00 mack 
with thoſe that thinks chemſelves (ome D801 
| EN. high place : QbJergan Bo 
evaile with your judgements; 
pt COMES a5 2 emit | 


— The $oules off udll calling 1d Chriſt, 


[ke hioh, and'profeſſe glorioully, 'and.thinke 
their Jenny good filver 3- yer theformer-rrath I 
ſap, is that which teſtifies ro their faces, andiro 


dramme of ſaving faith wrought awthem=. Woe 
| therefore to their ſoulesforit, and co all ſuch, 
whoſe conditions (hall bee found ra-bee ſoy yet 
chis is not the greateſt-of their imiſeey,' for al- 
thouhh they are in this condition, yet they will 
not ſee it, nor bee'perſwaded of ir, when their 

owne lives can teſtifie to their faces, and alſo 
| proclaimeto all the world, tharthereis no faith 


XY” *Y Ik ns” RUG Raw” ww TO © 


© wy 


| theti/andcry to God for therty, and ſinke:under 
the byrthen of their miſerieg yer It isſtrange ro 
foe how*people wiil beare up themſelves with a 
blinde boldneſfe, and a wrereched- carnall confi- 
| dence; and conceits thartthey+have faith : Ir is 
trac ſay they, onr lives are notſo holy as they 
ought, and our workes are not ſo good as they 
ſhoakdbe ; therefore we truſt not to our workes, 
biitto Jeſus Chrit ; /hecameto fave finners, and: 
wetralt in him: - and all che worid; nay all-the 
| Cevills in hell ſhall not perſwade: us tothe con+ 
ary, but we will beleeve in our Saviour, If we 
ſhould goe from man roman, end from houſero 
houſe, and call at evc ry mans doore andfſay, are 
there any beleeyers here, they - are at daggers 
drawing preſently, and ſay, are:not 'we all be. 
rs? and ive hope togoeto heaven; as fone- 
utheproudeſt profeſſor of them all: many ſoules 
Feryb this way, and goe downe to hell hood: 
| ERR © 
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| they conſeiences , thar"there /way never 'one 


n their hearts,” and 'Gods-people 'mourne for 
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winckt, and neyer know where they are ure) 
_ come inthe bottomleſſe pit, ral der 
| NCIPE, # | 
- +,+:I hope you will confefle this, that tobelege 
is more: than.to fay-ſo,-or to thinkeſo, or on. 
 ccive it in a mans; minde2 nay ie will coſt you 
| much labour before that day come, that thok 
- proud hearts of -yours be bumbled; and thoſeds 
| ſtempered ſoules of yours thatarefaGaedtoyaur 
| Inftsandtorruptions, be brought to beleeve, and 
| tobee effettually perſwaded by the Spirit ofthe 
| Farther, and that thoſe doubting and ſtaggering 
_ foules of fours be broughttg reſt upou freegrace 
' In Jeſus Chriſt,, Oh, how few finde this worke, / 
| Ican ſcarcely rell whether to make it2 mater 
| lamentation, or of reproofe of thoſe that thinke * 
they have faith, and have itnot: Iamairaidriu | 
 to2 many of you will fine the want of it, whenit 
is too late : Ifever this Dodrine were needhul | 
' to bepreſled, then noweſpecially in thelc une; 
that ſo if it were poſſible me might ſhake hear 
nall confidence of moſt men : Suffer meethav 
fore to gae On plainly in this uſe of reproofe,and 
let me doe it in two particulars. 
Firſt, I will ſhew and prove that mavy thatir 
ia the boſame of the-Church, havenor faith]... 
Sccondly, 1 willfhew who they bc wpam 
lar that have no faith ; which things being of | 
ned, then I hope every man, but eſpecially ſud 
a3 God ſhall blefle chis trach unto, ſhall be app 
benfive of their condition, ifthey will dedlepllith 
ly with their owne hearts. 0 og, 
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Firſt, ler me lay che inditement, and ſhew chat 


F 


| many that live inthe boſome of the Church want 


this ſaving fairh, Scripture 3nd reaſons are preg- 
nanthere : for the firſt, that many, not onely pa- 
gans and hearhens, but you which live in the bo- 


| me ofthe Church of England, have not faith ; 


2s Eſay 53 1. Lord who hath beleeved our report,and 


| to whom is the arme of the Lord revealed? this belce- 


ing ſpoken of, is ſaving faith, and it was ſo hard 
tobe found, that though Eſp were a man of ad- 
mirable parts, and one that ſpake in a moſt admi- 
rblemanner, yet faichfull men were ſo few, that 
hee could ſee none ; therefore he goes up and 
downe, as it were, to inquire for beleevers ; is 
there any one in this family that beleeves 2 there- 
fore hee faith, To whom i the Arme of the Lord 
revealed? that is, the power of God in the Goſs 
pell.thats te thing you mnſt take notice of : you 
thatare wiſe,aske this queſtion, did God ever re- 
vale himſelf: to thee, topull downe thy proud 
heart, and the heart of your wife, or your huf- 
dind?-&c. Chriſt found hard meaſure here, 
1051 1.11. He came 10 his owne, and his owne received 
vim mt, the Jewes were cald his owne people, 
he dianot come to ſtrangers, to pagans, and in- 
hdels, but to his owne, upon whom hee had be- 
ſtowed many meanes, and whom he had carricd 
woneagles wings, and co whom he had commu- 
cated many rich tokens of his love ; yet how 
®dthey uſe him 2 even they received him not, 
nc only ſome few of them did not receive him, 


Pathe whole body of the Jewes, the whole nati- 
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on and people of the Jewes did notreceivehin, 
indeed ſome tew did receive him, bur the whos 
maſſe of the Jewes did-retuſe him, nay they con- 
feſſe it themſelves, as /ohn 7. 48. when the mler 
had fentro take Chriſt, In ſtead of bring 
him, they returne wondring at him, 4ndfaid ne. 
ver man fpake as this man doth, but faid they, 
doe any of the rulers, and of the Scribes andthe 
' Phariſees beleeve in him ir was then the faſhion 
not to beleeve jn Chriſt, it was the common 
| andthe common cafe, nay the finne and rſs 
that lyes upon the Jewes, proclaimes it at thi 
 day,they that were his owne, and are his ownehy 
| election, Rom. 11, 20, even t|cy have rejeded 
| him,the ront, andcrowd, and the whote framed 
| thenation refuſedhim, reſerving only ſome fey: 
' now did they refuſe Chriſt, and doe youthinke, 
| thatweeare privileged from this finne? are wee 
| excimpred from ir? no ſurely, the Jewes for the 
' maine body of them were unbelecvers, and ae 
 weebetrer than they ? wee have the ſame cornpt 


- Natures, and rhey had the fame meancs-that wee 


enjoy ; nay of them came rhe law and the pio- 
miſes,andof them Chriſt came, yetthcybeleered 
not ina Chriſt, therefore they are brokenoff, and 


. | ſoaregone from Chriſt, and fo from cteralllik; 


ic is very true, Chrift hath his time, wherein 
will reveale himfſclfe ro theſe againc, but 
they arefallen of from Chriſt, though theyhad 
the truth ; therefore what may wee thinke oft 
ſelves, and if any man thinke that we are be 
than the Jewes, confider then what the ape cl 
pr 
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propheſied of theſe times, 2 Tim.5. I, 2, 3, 4,5. 
verſes, Inthe 1ajt dayes ſhall come perilons times, for 
wes ſhall bee lovers of Fhemſerues, eouerom, boafers, 
| G4 diſobedient 10 parents, anthankefoll, wnholy, ha- 
ging a ſhew of godVineſſe, but denying thepower of it z 
this is ur times right, having toyes, and trifles, 
addeny the power of godlinefle,ir is made good 
 inourcares, and in oureyes this day; and (© it 
was in all the carth,as Lake 8. 15, there were fonre 
 ſorcsofhearers, leaving ont che ſtragglers, that 
would never come to the hearing of the word, 
for theſe were conſignt hearers, and yet bunt one 
ſort good, and yer there were three times ſo many 
more of all theſe three ſorts, as there were ofthe 
good hearers z, and therefore there is ſcarce one + 
toten inthat proportion, -nay in this laft age of 
 theworld, when men ſhall bee full of the know» 
ledge of God, Ezech. 47. 4. and when the waters 
| ofthe Sanftnary ſhall run trom the anckles to the 
ciin, and men ſhall abound in knowledge, and 
when God ball bring home the people of the 
ſewezandGentiles both together ; yer eyen then 
marke what our Saviour ſaith, Luke 18. 8. When 
toe Soxne of man commeth, ſhall he fiade faith on the 
urthe ſpeaking of the power of prayer, and the 
\eftue of ir, when ic comes from faith, hee faith, 
(ball hee finde fairh on the earth ? a man 
thinke, that then there ſhould have beene many 
faithfull people, and many praying hearts, bur it 
therehad becnc any, Chriſt would have foundir; 
barthe text ſaich, ſhall Chriſt finde faith on the 
eta when he comes ; ſo Marth. 24- 3$. 47 i; was 
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| inthe dazes of Noah befare the floud, men didenad 
dripke, marry, and give in marriage, and-tneyw. 


thing rill the floud came, and tooke them all amy;h | 
ſhall alſo the comming of the Sonne of man be, how? 


namely tus ; this rext opens the former,  thete 


will be ſuch a common kinde of lake-warmn 


and formality amongſt people, that all ſhall have 
| the name of profeſſion, and a'ſhew of godlineſe, 
| and yetall almoſt want the pich-and kernell; for 


as in the dayes of Noah,they would notbeperine 


| dedthat the flond would come, though heepres- 


| ched and gave warning 120. yeares together, 


| they knew nothing, thac is, they. beleeved no- 


| thing, ſoalſo ſhalbicbee inthe comming of the 
| Sonne of man, they ſhall nor beleeve the truth 


his comming, nor that which might fit themfor 


| hiscomming ; therefore as /eremje ſaith,chp.s.1 


I,Reaſon. 


#F 


Run to and fro by the flxcets of Feruſalem, and tun 
and inquire inthe open places thereof, if here be 4 
that executeth judgement, and ſeeketh the truth; 
may I ſay,isthere any that beleeves ? I know Gol 
harch his number every where wherethe Goſpel 
1s, but there are many places where a man (ha 
ſcarcely finde any one that hath true and ſaving | 
faith or grace : the reaſons which eſpecially mult 
the caſe cleare,are three,in whichir is plaine, 
this great-worke is hard* to: bee found, 1" 
amongſt thofe thar- enjoy the meanes; tle 
reaſon is this : R 
Firſt,becauſe ir is a wonderfvll difficalt matt 
toconvincea naturall man,and toper[w3 , 
ef ic, to confeſſe, that hee wants faith, a0d _ 
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cre he is farre enough from it: this ſinneoft un- 
elcefe is bred, and harh his abode in the bortome 
| of the heart, and dorh not ſo much expreffe it (elfe 
| nt:encxt worke, but ia foe baſer workes, and 
yer the roor of unbeleefe-is hid, the froir, and 
leaves, and branchesof atrceare ſcene, bur rhe 
root and ſap of itis hid in the earthy ſor is here, 
other corruptions. breake forth amaine, as the 
| Grunkard ſtaggers in the ſtreers, the angrie man 
railes and rageth againlt Gods people, and the 
| blaſphemer ecchoes- and- breaths-out his oarhs, 
that aman can ſcarcely have any wholetome brea- 
thingby him z and the coverous man opprefſeth, 
| andthe poore complains of it, theſe are all our- 
fidefinnes, and becauſe every man can ſee theſe, 
therefore hee 15 the more eaſily convinced of 
theſe, and fairh, I confeſfe, ic is ſoand fo, baryer 
nomanis without finne, &c. butunbzlecfe is like 


acackariia the heart, it isbredin the bowels, and 


bardly made to ſer downe himſclfe this way, and 
to confeſle, that he wanrs faith:and as this finne is 
molt ſecret, ſo-ir isa kiride of fpirituall wicked- 
neſſe, and it hath akinde of refined villany, and 
tath ſecrer paſſages of its owne,a$a man knowes 
not the way of a {hip in the ſea, or diſcernes the 
(ding of a ſerpent upon a ſtone: ſo alſothere is 
akinde of ſpiritu1ll ſiding away from God, and 
from the promiſe which is nor ſecne ro others; 
lay, ſcarcely can it be knowne to amnans ſelfe, all- 
other corrapt.ons are very troubleſome, and diſ: 
funtaman moſt wonderfully, as envie eats our - 
Kkk 3. the. 


therefore a man is hardly convinced of ir, arid 
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' | the heart, and the adultcrer burnes and boiles in 


his luſts,and tbe coyetous man cannorficepe.aad 
ſoforth ; theſe are boiſterous in a mans ſouls 


thercfore a man cannor but ſeethemplainly, wy 
ſoit carries the heare to outward things; butths 
unbeleefe ſlides aff ſecretly from God, and fron 


_ the promile, and from the truths which are pj. 
-tuall, ſo that a man cannor ſee his ſinne; this 
 thecauſe of thar ſpeech, Hobn 16.'s. it is thecw 


| whyourSaviour Chriſt doth challenge that fn, 


| where hee faith , I will ſend the Comforter th 


' Earth, and whenhe us come, he ſhall convincethe will 

| of fenne,becawſe they beleeved not on him; a Miniſter 

| may haply convince a man of his drunkennefe, 
andt 


he Magiſtrat may convince him of his ſes 


-- Ting,but the Lord from heaven, by that almightie 


power of his, muſt ſet downethe heart, andeov-| 


\ vince itofthis finne,or elſe a man cannot'ſee thi 


he beleeyes not: nay, let aman goe from polets 
pole, and aske all the drunkards, and all the vik 
rakeſbames, and tell them chus, You are adrit-. 
kard,a ſwearer,and the like, they ſay, I confeſſe,t 
Is rrue, ir is my infirmitie, and I confeſſe ir; bi 
tell them of unbeleefe, and they will notacknow 
ledge thar,but this fine ſpun wickedneſſe, agd ths 
ſpirityall wickednefſe of the ſoule, is a meere fir 


- ning off fromGod, and ſofrom Chriſt, andtht 


2,Reaſon, 


* 


truth, and the promiſe, .and therefore not call 
diſcerned, 


| Secondly, as it is hard to ſce the want of 0 


grace of faith, fo it is marvellous difficult to { 


euſe,and need,and benefit, and helpe, gs 


|= Theg8onleseffe#nall calling to Chriſt, 
_ this grace $ nay, Wee are more read 
one cfeadedof the need and benefic of ay 
» naturally, chan of this grace offaith; as art 
jgnorant mat, and a weake man, when he is asced 
2queftion, and 8 point of diſpate, hee faith, Oh 
that [had learning, and were able to diſpute; the 
aſon is, becauſe hee is ſenſible of his want of 
cnowledge in that kinde z and when a peore 
Chriſtian comesto joyne in prayer, and inconfe- 
rence with others,it may be his abiliciesare ſmall, 
and when he heares ſach a man pray ſo holily,and 
ble to give fuch wholeſome counſell, hee faith, 
Ohthat I had that gift in prayer, and thoſe parts 
nd abilities, what a happy man ſhould I be, he is 
ſenſible that hee wants the power of prayer, and 
dbiliries roconferre,and all this whilehe faith nor 
2 word ofhis unbeleefe,he complains not of that , 

e reaſon is, becauſe all thoſe abilities that carrie 
zman to his duty towards men, we are more ſen- 
ible of the want of chem, becauſe that our credit 
hinkes,if he want theſe, it is a diſcredit, and hee 
ball want that refpe&t that he might have, there- 
re decauſe theſe carry a mani to his duty towards 
ban, and make for our credit, wee are ſenfible of 
ie need and uſe of chem : bur faith in the next 
otke of it, is tocloſe with God, and to faſten 
pon him, and to rely upon the precious pro- 
niles,all theſe are beyond the reach of the world, 
nd utbeleefe is the withdrawing of it ſelfe from 

od 2nd Chrift ; now becauſe unbeleefe doth 
Iotſomuch hinder us in our daties towards _ 
pres Þ 
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and becauſe faith, I meane, inthe nexe worke ofy, 
)bu 
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( tor faith doth fir-us for duties, and the like) ju 
becauſe 'fairhin-the next worke of it, doth'ug 
ſo much faroiſhus with abilities tocarry way, 
wardly towards man, and allo becauſeunbele 
hinders us nct in the ſame, therefore wee xe nx 
ſeafible of the need and. uſe of faith, nor ofthe 
hurcand the dangerof the other, * 
Thirdly,hence it followes undeniably, thay 
poore ſinner is hardly brought to ſcethe wang! 
faitb,and ſees lefle need offaith, than ofanyoty: 
grace, becauſc hee hath lefleneed of it outwady 
mn the next worke of itz therefore a Chriſtianhs. 
ſtowes leaſt care and time about faith, andhut 
{mall and feeble defires after ir, and littlecarety 
get it: bur it is plainly proved before, thay 
Chriſtian is hardly convinced, that hee wats 
faith,and ſeeth lefle need of faith naturally, tha 
ofany other grace, and therefore hee hath > 
care togetit; forthat which a man ſeeth backs 
tle need anduſe of, that he hath leaſt caretogty 
this I defire to make uſe of, and fo 1 deliremp 
fellow brethren and Miniſters; this is thecow: 
mon courſe of the world, take a finner ww 
eyes God hath opened, and revealed his inn 
and corruptions to him, and ler him fee hiswrall 
from heaven againſt him, and drives a mant0! 
. ſtand, ſothar hee ſaith, if chis be ſo, thenla 
damned man, end ſohe is even ſtaggering 3% 
mn this extremiric , marke the behaviour oft 
pooreſoule, hee will doe any thing butverty 
and ſeeke for any thing, but for faith; an 


conſcience, wi 
potter a goo 
anotf. and miales refiination; and alfekinmhile 
xone word faich,norof gong. our of Hine 
ſetoa Chriſt fo mexcie and-ſucroun for: iony 
- chofe 'rhar! have: beene; defperar! perficus 
hof God; and of his: ruth” and grace, npon 
lrr_janrs they wiltturne ro-God,andlove 
peop , andnow:thoſe will pray! whiclyfars 
arp have corned prayer, al chey will: doo 
tend that anc yet al brabilecryoel 
ftipreciwsfaih the reaſot ifſyes from the 
drier things; becauſe they-are not:comvins = 
ed chir they want: faith] and dbe nor-fer-che 
x and uſe of Eaicti, arid therefore doz noe des 
r por locke afeer ir: ſo gather up all, and the 
imme isthis, if all men by nature are marvellous 
ny convinced that they-wane faith,and'fze the 
dc, andif all m-nbeſtow leaftcare how £0 get 
hong the moſt menwan fic: NIW Wee 
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ahio at = Thinkes: merfciw 
hints do6!f Profanity rYY 
ently eveymaneaſt bis:head up: and dome, 
ACT anna i 
Good Lord; isir do; ;tharmadyfa nile" p. 
| hers, anbeteevers;. and: many people inte 
 boſome of the Chnrohwanr: faith, thenwhyay 
myfamily:roo?} of moſt parents wantfaithy they 
why [not my parthesroat and df imatiy child 
_ wantfairh; chenphymorimp«chldren rod adi 
many ſoules wantifaith,:then why not my fo 
too?! nay, it isten'ta: one, that many, thathe 
the:wioidof God this day,,and.many thirty 
che oſomebf!the Dhuchi,2 want fuich ran 
thinkes i teare-foinefay,and am not Ianankits 
full man yer; and doe nor I; andimy wifc;anduy 
family-want faith yee-?: Obthardl could:(aw 
_ whotheparedd hartianJari that: \want\faihjtl 
we mightiinowwwhati@holdour ſelvests; 
Iwillreftcrrechemts; theſe faure ſorts 7 /# 
The firſt1is:theignoram perſan;, '!: 112i 
2/Theſecondiis che carnal yn 24 toy 
3 The third ischeimetrecivilizedzot the} 
ofeflonr, andia man that -hath« gre: 
jadgement and parts;:and:haply: Able wet 
Miniſter. to a ferj::and yerhath Irs at 
world 18 binptondht ing the;power 
- Fourthly;che counterfeit; that — 
zard of faith, and bath his aſciomie faich 108 
you, the Alcumiſtshave that $kill, cou 
mie, gue, Giles, and ſo:cunoingly, that it ville 
touch,hur-yer-ic is Lak /becatſe ie 


The Soules effeBinall calling” eo Chriſt, 
Jarethe fireand chehaminer yſortiaaivagtear 
deale of copper Tairh ir Englazd;northatÞ fpeake 
againſt rhe' Doctrine of faith of-cheQharch-of 
England, for weareto bleſſoGody that hacks givi 

the King hearves maintain itg+bartipeaketot 
char-copper and <aunterfeir falthoowtiich nay 
have framed to themlelyes,' which/ is'nor:good, 
for if trouble, and dayes'of. perſecution ſhoattl 
come; they wonld torlakeGod;} arid Ghrift, ane 
<heGoſpell;atdalfiner 5:5 bs FAifs i330 amet 
-, Now for the ignbranr perſon, :the Ignoramit x, core. 
-man is an unfaithfaldman';Þ doe novnteanen 
weakeand'a feeble Chriſtian; and one: thaÞhath 
ſmaller and-meaherparts chanbthershave;forwe 
ailknow bur in-part3\everithe beſtofGods pes 
ple; and: the choiſeſtrof Gods Minifters, they 
knowbat-in-part, but Imeane fuch-as aregroſly, 
andcarelel]y, and wilfallyignoranr; asxwyearce pts 
tered with chem and Þdonbrinorburmyrfellow- 
brethren finde much to dove wirlyrhem In orher 
places, they are'content togoe upand' downe'as 
tie horſe in the mill, and yet know norhing;;aske 
"Cem what is Gods nanie;andwhatitis rohdlow 
M2 Et2n0d:whatis co be vaderfiood by the comming 
102 of Gods kingdome, they know nothing at alland 
0088 they arewiltully ignorant, and:dotnor labouri ro 
( "NN knowledge, neither doetheyimonmneforrhe 
cam wantofic,this groſle ignoraace is thus much, they 
5110 lnotfufferettier men-rohelperheminortfey 
6" ic notablenor willing tohelpertbemſeives:ma- 
come to;onr Sermons; it fis-lirtle they ander. 
«cont it inleflt they aemembetoandifia Mi- 
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| Godard beſt negro as 
'tha'hs of, ſalvation;andehecurhsof 
the; ate © a. ſcaledleccer. rothems:tahemmady 
name of Cl rift, and the name ofcfnte width 
maine of faith, anttherrorhs1har areu 
| Names, and the moſt" ignorant creatwe ual 
Hands them nor, ic j8almoſt impoſlible corhin 
that then ſhould be-f© deſperarly-igaomant;yot 
that are maſters of families, when: you ror 
home, catechize your families, and feewhetly 
they are Git Or _ this —_ wherefandk, 
Her, YET cannot be, where {aving knowltdy 
Fre rg —_ which — 
lpiriruaiteryates 15n0r; way rel. 
$0thefoule che way of grace,and he (uence 
$0getie; 
| 'Leuke it; [that cheſerhree things alt be 
ſom: -meekare apprehiended of —_ n_ 
——_— faiths 
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Againe, hemuſt be thorowly informed in the 
way, tow he may come to Chrift. 

Ail cheſe chree muſt be, andare learned of eve- 
ry fairhfall ſoule that ever did orever ſhall be. 
lecve; fir charwhich aman ſecsnor, norknowes 
norof, he can neverbeleeve, — a MA 


knowes not the cxvellency 7000T 
Chriſt, hewili norrcly tris whole lid and falveri- 


omuportim, (p.cully if hebe wiſeand joekcious : 


adfaich is « jocicioas grace : Theyrhat know thy 


Name, will :r aft in thee, Goith Deeds, and there. 
fore thoſe that know nat Gods Name, -cannor 


 truſtin him, and therefore ſee whar Chriſtfeich | 


whe womanof Samaria, Tohx 4.10; Aflywo- 
0s __ andrhe _ ſee whatour Saviour 
tHhto thou poare (i11y creature, chat i 
rmxofthine| ark emſent thy 's for badft 
pr noma the yife of God, and PO that fareb 
aur aa _ thou would hove ached of 
wonldhave given thee waver of life : had 


== andre (hee would have asked ir; I is 
cha knowledge as wilt brivg infairh., You that 


ae pnorant, behumbled for this preat inne of 
yours whichdorh barre ourfaich > you thar know 
notChriſt, thouph you meethirm, Leooke as it is 
with men in darkneffe , Exod 1 0.23, When the 


Lond ſer rhar plague of dirkueiſe upon the land of 


Or, Mo prion aww eneenvthey, neither did- 


Wyman remove from for rhree dayes, 
Wn0paſſoge all frnbu ir fol Nero 
LI! 3 rant:: 
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[raveman rhar its in Egyptian darkneſs, hink | 
not the way, norhe cannor finde it, 
-no powerto goeon inirs he fits ill ,andyonde. 
is Chriſt and grace, bur fo cannor ſtirre one foot, - 
for hee is faſtned to his-ſinney andrivetedtali 
 corruptions,; by 'rcaſon of his'blintneſſet Fe 
- what the Apoſtle faich, Epheſ. 4:18."They were 
 norant- of the life of God' : from all-rhatgoo 
and holineſſe that is in God; forthat isGodlifs, 
| bis metcy, gaodneſſe;'wiſedome, ' hobriefle; 
' but: how came they ſo >: through cobigins 
that is- in them: you that: know how! 
| your husbands are -at home; and how ignorant | 
your children are, 'goe home /and monte or 
yourſelves and them,-and ſay, wee areſtrangen 
& God ; there is a great deale of mereyand 
| grace in Chriſt, bat wee are all ſtrangerstot; - 
| why.> becauſe weare carnally ignorant, weexrei | 
abcplnd miles eff from him; and weeſbullnent | 
|  bave any part iffhim, continuing thus 2: y 
- are. thus,be humbledand aſhamed of it; given 
reſtto your ſoules, before the Lord awaken you, 
| andlet you ſee the want of this bleſſed gracgull 
| make you labourtoget it:: 1an ignorant hearesi 
wicked hearr, and if yoube ignorant, it's ccttail 
you have no faiths for except you won, 
Word of God, you cannot butconfeſſeit, 
| ., -Thefecond fortto be reproved, are theeal 
| Goſpellers, which live ſcandalouſly, and 
; .tradein their. wickednefſe,; they come and hex 
' | ſometimes, and they rhinke that God od is machþe 
holdcnto them for, j It, one: man will 1 meas, 
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A W :anotherwill be cipſee ina corner, and beare ſome 
* will co the truth,.bur fall of groſly, ano- 
i ther cheats, and couſens,and keeps falſe balances; 
» I 4aodyet profeſleth rheGoſpel;and thinks ir a high 
th Ws diſhonour, if hee be norretpedted $'now though 
Fe theſe wilt come to the meanes of grace, yer-if 
WF the word of God doe but reveate theſe mens 
+ BY Gives, and ſbarpen a reprooko againſt them, and 
i Wl come ſomewhar keenly upon their / conſcience, 
ke they are all up in; armes, - and make defiance for 
nc WY tbeir.ſinnes, and their great Dieva of Epheſus is 
in WI like co fall; and chey will rarherpart witt:-Chrift, 
« andGaſpell, and all; than:with-their laſtsy- theſe 
fo men.thioke they. have: mercie: in 4 ſtring, and 
«= Chriſtat command, - and powerto beleeye, .and- 
ind you cannot perſwade them thar they doenoar be- 
A keyes Whats? a ſwearing faith>: anda cheitting 
_ Wh fvich? and adrunken faich ? the Lord keepeo mee: | 
wu 8 ©ndall Gods pcople from. it :' you'cangort per- 
tne WY [92de them, bur thas they beleeve ina Saviour, 
no WW 94 Chciſt mug, ſave them 3-ehis:Dofrine will 
a Gb oll their yainghopes, they.thar beleeve, will 
"E ſubmir tothe Spirit of grace ; they that beleeve, 
irs Wy © <ffeQually perſwaded by the Spirit ofthe Fa- 
in WY et in the promiſe,: and they are pluckt away: 
the WI fomechcicluſts and.carruptionss buttheſe rake. | 
a Parmcs, andare inopen defiancefor theirſins ; 
ml WM ey char belecuc are humbled, for fiirh will-not 
and WI #9; batin a heart that is. humbled and conten+ 
ur 8 470 part with Gane, , and, ſelfe, : and alt z buv 
be- Wl ©*ekeepe borh figne, and; ſelfe, .and/all: they 
id Wl tarefairb, reſt upon, the; freeneſſe of Gods 


= 


grace, : 
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| Srace,and depart from cheir corruptionsandoy. 
- cleave unto, and-reſt upon Chrift; bir thel | 
retupon'their corruprions; and goc 
and Chriſt, and grace: few'of theſe key 
inco the congregation; bur iFrhere bs ſuch a fel. 
'lowherc this day, Oh:that God wouldmeet with 
him;and lethim4cethar-hehartinofaithy 
'thou faith > faich comes by hearing. . atxdnex by 
reſiſting ; : faith: comes:by yeeiſding and ſubmis 
tingto the Spirit in che word, and aor byoppy- 
fingir: therefore know: that faich never caineiy 
thr wretched hearr of chine's 1 70bw3, 6; witjy. 
. ever ſiuncrh, bath not knowne bins, or ſeeat bimy/ add | 
inthe 8, verſe, Hee rhas commurtess: finne; wof thi 
Devill;, that is, hee that makes a daily traded | 
_ . finne, andwhoſeoccuparion is nothingelle bit 
rebcllion he tharicommitrrech-drunkennelſſt;and 
adultery, and'maxes atrade of chem, ſhall ra 
ſee God, nay,he is the childe ofthe Devillybat 
| bethat bcleeves, is-not the childe ot the Devill, | 
| all the world knowes chat , now if rhou-erade 
 chus in ſinne, chonarrthechilde ofthe Devi 
and therefore never hadfſt fairhy ard cotirivalny | 
| thas,thoo fhalcneverhave it; 7obn 5. 44. How (a | 
gowbelceve faichour Saviour, which ſee howarn | 
of another, and ſeeke not the bononr rhet «0: 
Ged? [oſiythou'to thy owne ſoule, how ar 
 beleeve, and yer hathour my luſts, and arcehd0 
| them anc&doe notyeeldto the rrorh of Gol 
vealed; and madeknowneto mee? weethſhs 
; theſe owlisſhould'not abide rhe light of 
1 fam brethew at chetwelcreadromaS 17; 
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itis.chat you may ſee finne,andwhat mercie wee 
defire for our owne ſoulcs, the ſame wee defire 
for you.; bur you-maſt ſee: yoor want of fairh, | 
before you can know. the way to-gerfaich : chere- 
foreſuffer us to trade freely with you. | 
Oh, get you home and howle you drankards, 
and {wcarcrs, arid . enemics of God, and of his 
grace ; get you apart 85 the feper did, andcry, 1 
amanckane, lam uncleme: Ohthatthe Lord 


| woald worke upon thy conſcience, and make this 


th good co chy ſonle this day z/get you now in- | 
to-your corners, andrhere cry. and fay,/ Ihavean 
uabekeeving busband: z' yew: wives'ijoyne wid 
your husbands, and cry with" your children; and 
ay, we arc all unbeleevers, and he char beleevert 
not, is condemned already. Now if any cavilibe 
caltip upon chee, and if che devill would wake 
thee preſume, and if fomecarral} friends come 
tothee, and ſay, it you beleevethe Miniſter he 
willmake you goe ont of your wits, 'and 00 min 
waſt have faith, bur: chey thar are of tis ſet? 
therefore ſay , as it iy ſpoken'of Eos, Heb#, 82-16% 
He fald his birth. right foy a few pottagez and ſo 1s 
&, he ſold Chriſt for thitty pecces of ſilver: fo 
vhenthe devili woutd caſt in cemprations, 
nd make youro preſume, reafon-rhus with thy 
one heare, and ſay,,Fſu ſold Chrift,and Heayen, 
ndGrace, and all for a few potrage, atid 14d 
meh, and i1Snow in Hell this day, and as 
reg was full of coverouſneſſe here, ſoit is 
. horrourin heltz bur I haveſoſd Ehriſt for 
oc ſt, and for my pride and envy, and abo- 
OY, Mmm minable 
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minable luſts, and drunkennefſe, which 1 geras. 
thing by : What, Lfaith >. nay thedevils haveg, © 
much faith-as I have, When: ?ilate ſaid:-to the 
Jewes, whether will: you-thar- . letlooſeto-you, 
| Barrabgs or Iefus which is called Chriſt; they fad, 
not- Chriſt, but -Barrebas © did they. belecyein 
Chriſt, which would have a wrerch andamurthe. 
Ter before Chrift? let your conſciences 
plainly, nay. they loatked, and crucified Chrif, 
and did not beleeyec in him : thou faiſt true, thoy 
- thatdoſt refuſe the Lord Chrifl, and chuleſt thy 
murther, and pride, and ſpleene,and envy ,andall, 
doſt thou embrace aChriftand reſt uponhim?the 
Lord periwade: your hearts, and make youknoy 
that-you are thefe carnall Goſpellers, -and foch as 
haveno faich : Yoo that have:beene brethreoin 
iniquity, and you that hayerbeene drunketoge- 
ther, and adulterous>rogether,if any of you hae 
hearts to pray, goe and praytogether, and ifyon | 
cannot- pray, then cry together, and ſay, weeare 
theſe carnall Gofpellers; and: cheſe ignorantper- 
ſons thathave no faith; If anyiof yon have more 
gifts than others, goe and pray.for poore ds 
kards, and ſay, Good Lord, we have beeneledby 
our luſts, and have made a trade of finne, and to 
this day-we have no faith. Oh goe home, and 48 
Jou have becne f(infull-rogerher, | ſo: howletoge- | 
ther ; who knowes but the Lord may be gracious. 
_ toyou ? If the Lord would but give you 0 
_ drammeoffaith, it wonld ſave you: from allzhat 
drinkennefſe and adultery of yours, is it 80 
worthy thc having ? Oh, ftirre, ſtrrey for 
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Lords fake 3 and as you have provoked one ano« 
ther to finne and wickedneſle, ſo now provoke: 
neanother to goodneſſe,and goe ſeeke Godone = 
fr agother, and very morning .and evening. 
pray for thoſe finfull ſoules of yours, that have 
bene pollared by others, and never reſ&till you. 

per this bleſſed grace of fairh, that you may bee 


happy by 4t for ever. 


we ct 


' Thethird fort which we will meddle wicha[l 3+ 597% . , 
and diſcover that have no part in this ſaving faith, 
xe the meere civilized and: ſeemingly jadicious. "Ih 
profeſſors, fuch as beare up themſelves marvellous 
comfortably upon their owne wiledeme and 
jadgements howſoever theſe have a name, yer 
itisbut a name and no-more: and for this man, 
tat we may, diſcover him, and that he may know: 
imſelfe, we will doe it in three things : 
Firſt] will ſhew him in his faſhion. | 
Secondly, wherein his falſenefſe doth appeare, 
and wherein he falls ſhort. Hat 2 
rp wherein hee diſcovers himſelfe to fall 


Flt, heisa man that will deale very honeſtly 
1nd fairely betweene man and man; hee is not 
(candalous in his practices, hee-isa man of good 
pats anddeepe underſtanding, and deepe reach; 
Ifjou will bekceve him,and heexceeds the moſt, 
02 even the beſt in his private paines z he is very 
Wdious and reads mych;and canremember well, - 
udcin expreſſe himſelfe marvellous well, andſo + 
Milcarry all before bim z nay this man is ſOlif- | 
Mmm 3 red 
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red up in his imagination, that hee coutdalmot 
nadertake to tezch Miniſters how to preach, if 
any man out of weaknefſſe would condeſcendto 
him : -but it you follow him home tohis family, 
there he prayes but once a weeke, andif miſery, 
andſorrow, ard affliaion come, then haply hee 
can pray twice, unleſle ſome- carnall baſe friend 
come into his family, which haply would ſcorne 
him and his profcſiion, then he prayes once, and 
ſcarcely thar, becauſe hee would 'not offend his 
friend : and hence it is that poarepeopleimake 
this man an oracle, and this mans 'words, /and 
judgement, and determinations,they are ofgren 
weight : -and if- a poore foule which can dive 
deeply into his owne heart, comes and queſtions 
| bisfaith, and to make ſome doubt of his graces, 
all:516 anuproare preſently , whar,fay they, fuch 
a man haveno faith? the Lord be mercitfull rons 
then : - if a man of ſaeh judgement aud parts bath 
nofaith, then what ſhall become ofus?-thismans 
words caſt the ballance any way, and his words | 
are-of great weighe among(t the volgar fort of | 
people: and hence it is that the poore ignorant 
creatures beare ay chemſelyes - npon this mars 
judgement, and {ay they; fora man to pray twice 
aday, it is not required, and'ir is-more tha is 
needtull; .andif a man have a minde to ftay at 
home, may heenotread the Word in his owne + 
bonſe, and get as machigood by ir, as by going 
ro Church 2: wiſer-rhan wee thinke fo; and if i 
were- not fog. doe 'you-rhinke ſuch a man world 
profelle ir, a man of parts and good acyermen: 
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at 
77d many times Gods owne. ſervancs, our ; ofthe 
jr of their owneweaknefſſepagd the diſcou- 
ragements: of wn and” whenthep 
ſee themſelves fo farre by chekpares, 
then they have ſuch s onvin®-biptiuceonar, wad 
| him abovethemfelves: by tany degrees? 
non-lee the guiſe ofzlHiis man inci is chit 
\emanfalls' m Jevennichslila [2nd is Bftcul 
winto a fovles hi ararmarces nsroadmire - 
xhimſelfe, and tor any matterof ou hee doth 
notqueſtion it, what a -mian of- ſuch wiſedorme; 
xddach! underſtanding; iwhat noche faith 2 He 
maltesnoqueſtion;! tocannotnge of faith, and 
ſo be goes away comfortably:and: confentedly' 
thus you Tee the faith of this man. - 

Secondly, wee come to viewundro feehers 
he falls ſhort, now you fee hink ;"Oh,that the 
Lad monklwediin feehimſeIe; atl brechten 
_ _ _— tew of theſe'mer-are ever - 

y the powerfull preaching of the 

Galpellz and/ the: reaforr is; becanſe their owne 
viedome is beyond che miniftery ofthe Word, 

ndibey fay, ſuch a Minifter is' ag564 Scholer 

bm bed hee thar wiſedome; and thoſe parts, nd * 
theke 7 chos choy reare-up bubwarkes againſt 

the Wordiof cruch, char ir finkes abt irito theit 

Mearts, wang yn — -_ Als 

«much in che gen e 

ins ofciomans fie (foririsnoberrer,but 

heis deladed tharche eamnor ſee it) itaiſco» 

at ſdfertns2 "iris bred: iv His dookes, and ih 

inhemenr, and goesno firehier; and if iofat 
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Eom laving faith : therefore thatthe indicemas 
may'lie-cleare, and tharwemay outbid himinhi 


 booke:ffartting and> all;:know thus: much; the 
 mainegrqund abthis mans miltake may bediſco, 
yered thas.z there aretwo thingsin the naturesf 
faith : Firſts illamination : Secondly, applicai- 
0D: ap yeeteatmear; -illumination not onely i 
When man hathrehe! common rumours, andins 
emations of the traths of God, inthe Goſpel) 
and knowes thereaſon-of the rexts, and themes 
ningof theſcriprures,this the reprobatemayhae; 
and this he bath z but there is alſo2n operatibef 
the. Spirit upog-che:affe&ions, and: then+there 


paitits, he ſaich the Miniſter was ſomethingcol- 
fuſed roday; and thereaſon why be faich (0, iti 
becauſe hee did not underſtand them; theſeme! 
are ignorant inthe ſpirituall turnings of the heart 
lobs.3.$,9.when Chriſt came:toteach Nicodems, 
be ht a lofſe, andehoughe char Chriſt ſpote 
without hooke : therefore Chriſt reads thelettur 
#gaine and faith, I ſpeake of the ſpiritual wary, | 
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"a which 6 borne of the fieſh is fieſb; and thas which | 
| if borne of the Spiris & Sparis © Oh, faictrhe, how 
vncheſe things be? he cootd nor-gaintayiChriſt; 


ind yet becauſe hee could not- underſtand ir, 
'herefore hee would not yeeld : ſoit is with this 
on, it befalls chis many as itis with fome wiſe 
Lawyer, hee reads over a mans jwritingeand tte 
jeaſes, and hee rchearſeth thetenonrupon: which 
the lands are holden, and: what right the man 
hath to them, hce laycs open all tlie queſtions of 
the aw, and he readshis name inthewl,and yer 
henever reads his ownenamethere,narany right 
that hebath ro ther; Juſt foxtis withethis judiz 


 cionsprofefſor, he is able rodiſpute ofthe maine 


poines of the Goſpell, and  ſhewes that others 
hiveright ro them, andhe reads the wiitiigszbur 
neyereomes t6-partake ofthenihimaalfÞgaact 
wwyiththe wiſe:men that came 10) inqaite for 
Chriſt, 3ateb- 2.>1,-2. verſes, the Sctibes and 


| Phriſeescould rell you where Chriſt |was toibee 


home, and-bid che wiſe men goeto'Bablim; bur 
they would nor goe themlelves':- fo-theſe men 
have wiſedome enough to fay, here is the way- 
to Heaven z but their owne hearts are:notlum- 
bled nor framed to walke in that way,:-and {0 
goe home to Chriſt, nor to.receiye mercy from 


tin,” Know therefore yorithat art weake, that 


beleeving carries rwo things wich it in the:phraſe - 
o8ciprure: Firft, the afſent ofa maps judge+ 
nentto the truth, when a/manis ſofartocamins 
edtharhee firs doiwne; and} acknowledgeth that 
Mabever the Word hath - revealed, his judges 


ment : 
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" ment faith iris all rue, and yeelds fully with the 
whole ſtreame of his :minde;; this is that which 
the-Scripteme:fome iimescallsbeleeving, andig.is 
| OE rr—— the barealſent to the truth, ſaging,ic 
is ſo. 
 i;Secondly, dewiha will exbracech ogy 
incho-progui formerly; revealed,,whenthe 
of 's man claimesGods Staruces, - and lk bi 
heart and hope -upon' the goodadlle of the Pr0- 
miſe. -. Now the jndicious profeſſour bath faichiy 
the firſt. ſenſe; hee affencs ro all the trechs of the 
Scriprures, and |acknowledgerhi char; they ue 
frue's' thetevitkin dell Have this faich 400; and. 
all char have no more than this faith, (ball goety 
the devill DO, as [Ames 2. 19.1a he 14. yerlc, the 
Apoſttefairh, if 4 man fay hee hath ſeth, «nd-hat 
 nvewerkes, wilth bar profic bir: and inthe Ig aol; 
thin bel@zviſt there i6.ove God,” thou defied, rbtde 
vile alſe belecos anderemble;; that is, they aſſentto 
all the traths of Scripture that God reveals, and 
his is rhe beleeving ofrhis | great man which wee 
have difcovered:in'his faſhion, whet s manca | 
dive deepe into the Scriptures, end nnderſiand 
| all cherexrs, and urity every knor,and dilputeal 
queſtions;: andis able ro(judge of the reaſons «f 
hens, 4s'this rhp fulch?- the dewill bimſelfr wi 
outbid this faith ': If cunning, and judgemen, 
and knowledge bethy faith, the devils havethi 
faith, they(kiow the Load: Jeſus: Chriſt is the 
Sore of the | moſt thigh! God ,/ they: _ 
that (the ' mercy of the LordoChiiſt & 
and that they ſhal! never raſte of ir; they kn 


chat 
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ur the Lord Jeſus ſhall bee the Judge ofall the 
world, and that bee ſhall condemne them, they 
ent to it, anderemble at it, Mayke 5.8. when 
qurSayiour came amongft the devils, rhey faid, ' 
ir: huow thee who thou art, even the holy one of God 
1nd 48s 16, 17. there was a Devill in a woman, 
which was a Diviner and a Witch, and ſhe ſaid, 
Theſe men are the ſervants of the living God, which 
hem unto 8 the way of ſalvation; it was the Devil 
inthe woman, therefore che Apoſtle bad him goe 
ontof her, becauſe he hindered their worke : I 
widh that the Devils in hell might not rife up in 
judgement againſt many of our unbeleevers, 
which will nor yeeld to the truth of God this- 
i5the botrome which beares up that kinde/of 
boldrefſe, which many carnall creatures have up- 
ontheir death-beds, which never had the power 
ofgrace in their ſoules. Come to a carnall man 
that knowes nothing ſavingly and ſanQifyingly, 
od hewill ſay, I beleeve in the Lord Jeſas Chrift 
nth all my heart, I have admired ar ic,and ſought 
to know the bottorne of ir, and it is this, they 
linke this is beleeving, to acknowledge that Je- 
iwChriſtis come ino the world, and that they 
rnotiofidels, they aſſent unto the truth, and 
feeld unto it ; in their judgements they thinke 
as isfaich, and chat it is ſufficienttoo : Oh you 
Poote Creatures that have your friends,or parents, 
"lusbands, chat ths lay hold upon Chriſt, and 
we perſwaded char chis isfaith 3 underſtand what 
acaning is, they only afſent tothe truth, but 
"Yet make application to their owne ſoules. 
Nnn '*_ - . waar 
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-Vvhats that to thee that thou knoweſ the wa 
to life and ſalvation,and'never walkeſtin it? an 
whats that co thee, to heare that the Lord Chrih 
came toſave finners, and to know that there 
mercie enough in. him, and yet never partake 
of ic? 
- Thirdly, I come to the evidences, which mike 
it cleare tous, thar he hath no more than this, and 
thoſe evidences are two : 
Firſt, you ſhall finde this man paſt feare, andal- 
moſt carelefſe, bur he is without doubt of the dif 
ficultie,either of getting or maintaining his faith; 
hee neyer comes to. queſtion whether hee hath 
faith orno,and he accounts them filly Chriſtians, 
that are ſo daily troubled and diſquiered for thei 
eltates, whercas he carries the matter yery con- 
-- fidently,and ſcarcely lookes after it, but bearesjt 
out with marvellous boldneſle and confidence, 
which in truth is an undoubted argument, that 
this man never knew what this faith was, our St 
viour ſaith, S:irive to enter in at the flyaight gore, fi 
the gate « narrow that leaderh to life, and fem ther 
are that finde it , and forthe Apoſtle, 2 70.1.5, 
Grve all diligence to make Jour calling and eleBim 
ſure; yet this man makes ir a matter of nothing; 
nay,when many ſeeke and labour, and rake muci 
Paines,and never attaine it, by reaſon of their for- 
mer ſtrength of it, as Prov. x. 58. They ſhall cal 
pon me, but I will not anſwer ; they ſhall ſeeke mit 
early, but they fhall not finde mee, yet this ma0 
thinks to have it with a wer finger that faith 
which is wrought by the Spirir of God yr 


Men. 
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(ule, and isrhercby kept, It Þ | 
tion in the ſoule, 6 thet San oppoſi- 
hah, he mult fight againſt the Ar that 
[enemies and oppoſ1u1ons, yet this evill, and 
comes to blowes, the Lord Ch . man never 
, d Chriſt found it th 
hy experience, and thus the Apoſt] us 
ciintsof God found it, yet this = 4 and the 
out a ſhorter cut,and an eaſier wa : w—_ found 
cisnot aſhamed to confeſle it : W eayen,and 
were exerciſed in the word. a oy y; ay ,Ifa man 
his skill, and were but hed F fr nhad bur 
irwerenot ſuch a hard matter of yo A Do 
itisrrue, for they may eafily . 4s th, and fo 
thou haſt, get that faith which 
Scondly follow thisman bi PG 
bimin his os Satyam cloſe with 
in hisother occaſions, and th _— tpon him 
of godlineſſe inhis life, he hach c hath no power 
wy pith, and 1rourſe withour: Lys without 
dee performes- ſuperficiall i any kertiell,  ahd 
MN CE ns 
hecarries all ont wich pgs as 2 chip, onl 
ad judicions, and this = x _- wiſe, and learne 
it or neglet Quties, ated doe alt; ifhee doe 
» comfores him, that hee is them” careleffy, 
8 certaine chis man want a jaſicjous man : 
de ſremes to have, hee th p w Oar grace, which 
= boat watering "mu: wn ath fo' much faich 
toh iſwerable, he chai by | Rgay his-coriverf4- 
teart,muſt needs hay pc ws fo much faich in his 
Vidow, ir 6cereaine je ©1ig 2nd nofineofi 
piek N no truc faith, as it 1s 
ans with 
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with a trce, the tree that hath much ſap in th 
' root, will have much fruit in the branches, 4 
| the more ſap it hath, the more fruit it will haye 
+ looke as it is with the floud-gates, the wider the 
| fNlond-gate is, the greater is the ſtreame which 
- comes thorow it; fo were thy faith the faith of 
| Godsele@ , then the more faithaman hadtoly 
' hold upon the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, the more(y 
- and grace he would receive from Chriſt, andthe 
_ | greater would be the ſtreame of grace that woull 
. runout in all holy obedience, to the Lord [els 
' Chriſt ; but whena man brags that he hath mi 
faith within, yet if his converſation be without 
- pith and favour, it is nothing but aconceit, and 
.an apprehenſion 3 as for the power of Chriſt, ad 
'thelife of Chriſt, this man never knew it, norns 
'verhad it. 
' The fonrthand laft fort isthe counterfeit, thu 
hath a forged kinde of faith,in ſuch a manner,tut 
they will ſometimes bee ready to couren a hol 
judicious man, and themſelves too, they exceed. 
all the former, and there is no diſputing of tht 
difference betweene thoſe two that arepaſt, ax 
\ this man that followes ; Itold you that be 
'wasa Chynicall, and an Alcumic man, and one 
that hath ſomething co ſay for himſclfe; heehat 
the picture of faith drawne marvellous curiouly, 
and he hath the appearance of ſome pleafor hint 
ſelfe, and he hath the reſemblance of this bled 
worke,and that prettie lively too: of theſe tit 
aretbree ſorts ; one exceeds the other in degre 


and yer ll fals hore ofthis bleſſed workotfy 
, 
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| — rTheSoules effeFuall calling te Chriſt. 
Firſt, the remporarie belecver, wee take himas 
he loweſt formez a man 1s called a temporary 
vlecyer, that belceverth fora time, and1s hocat 
rſt hand, and admirable fierce in the purſait of 
thetruth, for the preſent puſh, but hee ſlides off, 
2nd goes away, and you ſhall ſee himno more , 
now that wee may deale home in the bufincfle, 
for hee that will ſearch in a narrow caſe, cannot 
Joe it ſaddenly : therefore ſuffer mee to lay this 
man open in three particulars : Firſt, we will give 
| hinaudience, and heare what he can fay for him- 
ſelfe; hee ſhall come as it were into the open 
 court,and plead hisowne cauſe. Secondly,I will 
| ſhewwhere he failes. Thirdly, give you the rca= 
ſons why he fals ſhort. 
For the firſt he ſhall diſcover it himſelfe, 
And forthe ſecond, the word ſhall lay it open. 
And for the third, I will ſhew you, how, and 
what he is. | 
Forthefirſt of theſe, let the temporary ſpeake 
in his owne language,and put his pleain his owne 
dehalfe,and give him bur a faire hearing, and you 
ſtall have thus much of him; hee profefſech 
cearly, that hee hath not onely, as the judicious 
man had,an apprehenſion of thetrath onely, and 
a afſentchat the Scripcares are cleare and true, 
but hee Gaith thus much, that his affections are 
atedon in 1kinde of longing after ir, and they 
ae taken aſide, and ſtirred by: the Word of ihe 
Lord,andborh his heart and affe@ions. have arel- 
iſh of the poodnefle of Gods word; this is bis 
Proteſſion, and he will make it good toyou t005 
Nan 3 this 


—— 
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with a trce, the tree that hath much fap in the 
root, will have much fruit in the branches, and 
the more ſap it hath, the more fruic it will haye: 
looke as it is with the floud-gates, the wider the 
floud-gate is, the greater is the ſtreame which 

- comes thorow it; fo were thy faith the faith of 

 Godsele@ , then the more faithaman hadtoliy 
hold upon the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, the more {ap 
and grace he would receive from Chriſt, andthe 
greater would be the ſtreame of grace that would | 
runout in all holy obedience, to the Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt ; but whena man brags that he hath much 
faith within, yet if his conyerſation be without 

_ pithand favour, it is nothing but aconceit, and | 
an apprehenſion zas for the power of Chriſt, and 
the life of Chriſt, this man never knew it, norne- | 
ver had it. 

The forrthand laſt fort isthe counterfeit, that 
hath a forged kinde of faith,in ſuch a manner, that | 
they will ſometimes bee ready to couzen a holy 
judicious man, and themſelves too, they exceed | 

' all the former, and there is no diſpuring of the | 
difference betweene thoſe two that are paſt, and 
- this man that followes ; Irold you that hee 
was a Chynicall, and an Alcumic man, aad one | 
thathath ſomething co ſay for himſclfe; heebath 
the picture of faith drawne maryellous curiouſly, 
and he hath the appearance of ſome pleafor kim- 
ſelfe, and he hath the reſemblance of this blefſed * 
| worke,and that prettie lively roo: of theſe there 
arethree ſorts ; one exceeds the other in degrees, 
and yet all falsfhoxr of this bleſſed work ag-ry 
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the loweſt formez a man 1s called a temporary 
hlecyer, that beleeverh for a time, and1s hotat 


iſt hand, and admirable fierce in the purſuit of 


thetruth, for the preſent puſh, but hee ſlides off, 
2nd goes away, and you ſhall ſee himno more ; 
now that wee may deale home in the bufincſle, 
for hee that will ſearch in a narrow caſe, cannor 
doeit ſuddenly : therefore ſuffer mee to lay this 
man open in three particulars : Firſt, we will give 
him audience, and heare what he can fay for him- 
ſelfe; hee ſhall come as 1t were into the open 
court,and plead his owne cauſe. Secondly, I will 
ſhew where he failes. Thirdly, give you the rea» 
ſons why he fals ſhort. 

For the firſt, he ſhall diſcover it himſelfe, 

And for the ſecond, the word (hall lay it open. 

And for the third, I will ſhew you, how, and 
what he 1s, $- 

Forthefirſt of theſe, let the temporary ſpeake 
_ nhisownelanguage,and puthis pleain hisowne 
dehalfe,and give him bur a faire hearing, and you 
hall have thus much of him; hee profefſeth 
clearly, that hee hath not onely, as the judicious 
man had,an —_— fion of the truth onely, and 
at afſent that the Scripcares are cleare and true, 
but hee Gaith thus much, that his affections are 
amnedon in 3 kinde of longing after ir, and they 
xe taken aſide, and ſtirred by the Word of ihe 
Lord,and both his heart and affeQions. have a rel- 
lſhof the goodnefſe of Gods word; this is his 
Profeſſion, and he will make it good toyou too 3 

Nan 3 this 


Firſt, the remporarie belecver, wee take him as 
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this comes ſomething neecre faich, arid there 1; 
ſome colour for him to plead, that hee hath ſome 
confidence in God ; there are three things jn 
Scripture that hefaith for himſelte, as Lute 8, 14, 
the ſtony ground there is the temporarie, and 
the text faith rwo things of him, That he receive; 
the word with joy, and beleewverh for a time; theſe 
two things are there averred, and are inthe heart 
_ ofthis man ; the receiving of the word with joy, 
is the tickling of the affeCtions, with the appre» 
henſiog of the ſweetnefle of the truth ; ard his 
belecying, is nor onely a bare afſent tothe truth, 
but aworke of the will in a kinde ef hovurlinefſe 
in application ; theſe fall ſhort of rne ſpirituall 
worke, namely thus, when the treaſures of wiſe 
dome and holinefſe are laid open before the ſoule 
of a poore finner, and when the unſcarchable 
richesof Gods loye in Chriſt are let fn, andcome 
home tothe hearr of a ſtony ground hcarer, the 
will is tickled eherewith, and his inward man is 
ſtirred,and bedewed honrely with the ſweetneſſ 
thereof, this is the belceving for atime ; on 15. 
35. our Saviour ſaith, obn was a burning and «ſhi: 
ning light and you were willing for a ſeaſon to hive rt- 
Joyced in bu light ; one man that is at alofſe, and 
out ofhis way, or another that is benummed and 
ſet with cold, the one ſceth the fire,and is content 
to come to it to warme himſelfe, but when It 
burns him, away goes he ; ſothey dclightcd in 

the miniſtery of 7ohx, and ir was pretty £ 
while it was new, but when it begun to ſcorch, - 
then they would heare him no more : _—_ 

EG. | W 
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=; with thoſe temporarics that flew off from 
Chriſt, John 6. 34. when Chriſt told them, rhat 
uoſes gave them not thas bread from heaven, but my 
Fucher giveth you the ryue bread from heaven, for the 
ae breadis bee which came downe from heaven, and 
giveth life to che world, and they ſaid, Lord evermorye 
 rivearr bi bread; but they that would ever have 
ofthis bread, they ſoone after vomitted him up 


maine,and ſaid, T hi « anhard ſaying, who can btare .  - 


2 the ſecond inſtance of Scripture 1s this, Heb, 
6.4, 5+ 16 1s impoſſtble for thoſe that were once inligh= 
tacd, and have taſted of the heavenly gift, and were 
nude partakers of the holy Ghoft, and have taſted ef the 
nd word of God, and the powerrof the world to come, 
(47, thisis ſuch a kinde of taſte, as may be and is 
inſucha man, as ſhall never have ſhare in life and 
ſalyation ; as the Apoſtle afterwards makes it 
cleare, the heavenly gift is the prace of faith, and the 
god word of che Lord, « the goodnefſe of the word, 1 
will open my ſelte thus, obſerve that this taſte 
cannot be the taſte of rhe underſtanding proper- 
l, forifhce were once inlightened, and hath ta= 
lted, faith the text, to fay, inlightened, and in- 
lghtened is without ſenſe, and makes a kinde of 
wreaſcnablenefſe in the diſpute of the Apoſtle, 
ad therefore it is ſomething more than the work 
0:judging and affenting. 
Secondly, itis not the diſpeſting of the heaven= 
gift, for this man hath onely the taſte of the 
ieavenly gift ; now a man may taſte ofa precious 
liquor, and a man may ſip of a cordiall, that hath 


10 power to make perfet ule of it. ; 
Againe, 
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Againe, thirdly, it is a workeand ſtroke of the 
willend afte&ions : here you may ſee the carnal 
hypocrite even almoſt'at heaven, and yethefalz 
ſhort, and when he is inhell, he ſhall ſay, Thad 
thought I was in heaven, and yet becauſe I have 
no faith, I am now caſt downe to hell , jt is thus 
much, when the Lord letsin agliwpſe ofthe exe- 
tencie of the grace of faith, and the glory of he 
ven, andthe ſweetneſſe of the —_ of all the 


| finnes of the Faithfull, and the Lord lets ing 


glimpſe of all theſe, which goes home tothe top 
of the affeQtions, and will thatthe Lordby aſpir- 
tuall kinde of flaſh, ſuddenly pafſeth by the will, 
ſo that he leaves ſome kinde of dew, and ſome te- | 
membrance of thoſe glorious things, which are 
thus let inupon the minde of a poore finger, it- 
ſomuch that his heart is marvellouſly tickled and 
raviſhedwith it : I expreſle ir thus as it is with 
the water ina ſtanding poole, and the water that 
runneth chrough a pipezthe ſtanding water ſoakes 
and goes down-ward, and ſettles inwardly inthe 
earth, but the water that paſſeth by ſuddenly, 


\ leaves only alictle dew behinde it, but ſoakesnot 


at allz ſoit is with this remporary belcever, the 
ſtreame of the heavenly truths of the DoArige 
of Chriſt paſſeth by ſuddenly, as namely, that Je- 
ſus Chriſt came intothe world to ſave finners,and 
that Chrift came torake away the iniquitic of his 
ſeryant,this doth paſſe by ſaddenly, and lcaves1 
little dew behinde ir; ſo that he ſaich, Oh this 
good, this is ſweet !' 1 may be ſaved too, map! 
aot? OhI never heard a-man ſpeake fo col! 

45 tably! | 
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ibly: this word bedewesthe hearc lirtle, boric 
cakcsnot downe, it goesnot'to the'roorof the. 
ſule,& therefore obſerve ir: chisis a work which 
hebypocrire may haye, only obſerve chus much z 
he fps of graceand ſalvation, and makes a meale; 
of hiscorru-tions; bar the gracious man onely 
fps of his corruptions, -and makes - a meale of 
 naceof holines, 8 mercy in Chriſt, Looke asit is 
with ſeed that is caſt into chewombe ofa woman, 
the ſee is enough to beget forme fruirg bat if the: 
yombe be a miſcarrying wombey it comesto.no-: 
thing :- ſoit is berweene the ſtirring of the Word. 
inthe heart of a poore Sainr, and intheheart ofan 
* Wl fypocritey/ the Spiric ofthe Lord workes in the. 
, I fear ofa Hypocrite bythe Word, andisableto. . 
moyſten bim z bu. the heart miſcarries in the 

| worke,and reſiſts, and gainſayes,and never comes = 
| 

| 

| 


to any-good, hee never comes to beea faithfall 
manrightly. proportioned, whereas the ſame Spi- 

ntof God, working righely upon the heartof'a; 
deleever, "it makes him a very proportionable 

" I Ciitian, the other remaining bur a confuſed: 
| lumpe,” Now ſee-what this nan-may doe when 
WY fccomesrothis, ler himbee thus! bedewed with 
tis taſte-of the excellency of faith, and never 
ive faith frengrhnedand rooted inhim, yer hee 
Fildee very eager inthe purſuit of the Word, 
ud maryellous conſtant in- atrending apon the 
Word, becauſe it is his delight, and bee will bee 
NG painfall ro ger the Word; fora ma 
| ide any thing to gerhisdelight, andbe muy 
gry with ſach as would hinder him in' rhe 
Ooo purſait 
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——— purkuic ofthe Goſpell, which is his delight ; thi 


aman may doe; and yetallcometo nothing, and 
ſomay periſh cverlaſtingly;. for, looke what joy 
and delight will coc fora pulh, the ſamea carnyll 
remporary may doe. Bus that this man will-doe 
al] this icis plaine g of thiskinde was Balaamthar 
wretched man, of whom you may ſee diverspaſ. | 
ſages | inthe 2 3.24. chapters of Nambers; hee was 
_ as. Divines. hold;; and hee was going to 
'the people of Gods but. the -Kord ſtopt- him, 
poor ms, <dhbe.ir? __ ; he ler himſce theexce!- 
lency of che condition of the Saints of God, and 
faid, _—_ them wretched aan, bm vn _— 
y condition of ple, and fre al t that 
url ven them, 6. witt:vbow curſe choſe thas 1 owe 
Pe A ?. Now ſee howhe was taken up withit, 
pain F- might die the death of the righteom! this 
. was 4 aloft of rhe glory that was let inopon 
hin, roſtop hanand toawe his heart, yetheere- | 
turned tolis old byas-againe >. the third Scrip« 
ture i510 Martbew- 25. 8.- I know Interpretersva=- 
ry init;bur Twill beboldroſuggeſt what Idhinke; | 
the five Glider © 46 of yaar ole, fit 
our bampes are gone 0at:rhiey had lamps but __ 
how conld they kindle th 7 nah except they 
had oyle ? they. hada_lictle oyle in- their lapes, 
but tone-intheir veſſelsy their lampes was thelf - 
exccllent and glorious profeſſion, and the oye 
which they had was nothing bur the raſteu he 
heavenly gift, cliey had ſoxch ſtirring of the | 
kn ufneees ages 3 6.0 em 


bn EIN 44 burthes hadnoropte je chei Ach | 
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The 8oxles efeBuali cling 10 Chriſt, 2 
veſſels which might fink downe into-their hearts, 
0 ſabdue their corruptions, and to quicken yp 
their grace, they had notehis power ro frame their = 
hearts rongly towards the Lotd,: and-to-feed 
their profeſſion with conkancy and perſeverance 
hinſelfe; and methinges he ſpeakes marvellous 
orabably ; The Lord bee mercitull tous, if a 
wan goe thus farte, and cametonocbing,-itis 
wondenfall, he is farre beyond rhegucioious pro- 
feflor; Oh, falth be, I had arelifh of the Ge 
neſe of the good Ward of God, and 2 gafte of 
the heavenly gitr, and my Þbeart was tayiſhed 
vihthe fight ofthe glory pfac, and could even 
—__ 10 Heaven z now 'yeur ſoe:the beſt of 


be now ſecondly whatiaahe fone ofchis *} 
man, and vhercinahidtading, andwhy : mhorc 
heals art of faith, and whac it isrhaewould 
mkedimanhozeft man = Now ahefacnadthing 

vil, that notwithſtanding the ſixddan puſk of 
CO willwithar ——— 

tt frath'to- which: bis Jove-waricacticd; anal 

vhich was his chiafe delight; and this hee doth 

Upap theſe ' mmonly....'”: SRI 
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Towns p29 or” Ant FE * b Ty " 


a ee 
: - ou - 


——_— 


472 The Soales effeBuall calling to Chriſt, 
forſake- Chriſt (than £0 forgoe thele : hee Was 
made a-profeſſour a!llupon afadden, and heere- 
ceives the Word ſuddenly with joy, when hee 
 heares of the glorious grace and: mcrcy of God, 
he faith, ' Oh, that Jeſus Chriſt ſhould come from 
Heayen to'fave ſinners, 'iand to wait'upon poore 
drunkards, and adulterers, and vilde wretches: 
Oh ſwcer and admirable mercy ,; ſaith hee, andfo 
' eallupon a ſuddey/he-turnes Chriſtian and Profeſ- 
ſour; bn if afffictions and trouble come for the 
eruth, chen hee turnes off al},Chrift, and cruth,and 
his profeſſion and all : Oh faith he, I have heard 
of much comforc and peace, and chat the Lord 
would begood:to his; and would fave anddeliver 
thoſethattruſt in'/him': you told me fo, did you 
not? Had you told me of ſhame and difgrace,and 
-miſerics which I now: finde, I. could have told 


OC- 
cafions;z' when the''Sunne fiſerh hot upon him, 
and troubles and afflitions befallhim, then hee 
leayes Chrift Jeſus and-all, rather chan hee will 

 -arewith-his comforts and eaſe, and the like:ehus 
At is:inv 4Fazthew' 8, 195 Accertaine Scribe ſeeing 
'Chrift-like to prove agreatiman; a 
haveagood booty ont of him, he faid, 1 wil fo- 
low thee whither ſoever thow goeſt-he thovght 
-wouldrbee preferred,-andif'I can/bur/gerunder 
: his wings; I ſhallbe amade- man forever} Take = 
' heed whatthon'doſt, ſaith oor: Saviour, ifrhou 
wilr follow mee, thou muſt take all miferiesthat 
(come ©1 have notabedfor my-ſelfe, 'and rhete- 


Foxts | 


wn in anſwer you, 'and-/how to order all m7 


& 


tia 


—"Thes0ales effeBuall caltng co Chriſt. 
Texcy have holes, and the Fowles of the aire have neſts, 
' but the Sonne of man hath mvt whereon to lay his head: 
{ hee was gone , and wee heare no more of 
Mm, | > 
"The ſecond ground upon which he commonly 
departs is this when the good Word of the Lord 
-omes home cloſe ro his' heart, and reads the 
blacke fide as well ag the white fide 5 when rhe 
| Word of God purſues him home tohis conſei- 
ence, and ſhewes his finnes, and diſcovers his 
baſe practices,andtells him thus; ir isrrue;there 
ismercy and ſalvation enongh tobe had in Chriſt, 
but there is none for ſuchas will not part with all 
for Chriſt, nor for thoſe that will nocloſe allto 
finde and enterraine Chriſt, Now when the Mi 
niſter comes ro ſhake this mans hold, and ro tell 
him, you follow after Chriſt for the loaves, your 
profeſſion is faire, but your heart is nanghrs there 
15noſound worke nor ſaving grace' wrought, all 
that you have doneis loſt and come to nothing; 
 thenhee 13 profeſly ar daggers drawing with the 
ith of Chriſt, and ſaith, what is irallcome-to 
this?” This man doth notpreach2s heewaswonr 
todoe; what mercy was he wonttodifcover,and 
whit confolations would hee reveale to all the 
pore ſervants of God? he preacheth now as if he 
would! vex' met); © and -nor! comfort they :- as . 
_ #6, 54. The Diſciples were very 'defirousto 
| becheirmeatdreſtfor them; and Chriſt faith 
tothem, 1 will doe it for you $ the bread of God'is 
Ie which commerh downe from Heaven, and giveth 
*runethe world; Ob, faidrhey,Lordevermore 
| O3 g1Ve- 


\ 
< 


_— 


—_— 
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| Thr enkreffilalcaing 6 Chrid, 
give usof this bread z well,faith Chriſt, you ſhall 
have enough of it, / aw that bread of life, bee that 
commesi to me ſhall never hunger, and he thatheler. 
veth in me, ſhall never thirſt be that earerh my fleſh 


ſball never hunger : the fle{hiprofiteth nothing,the 
words that I ſpeake, 8hey are Spirit aud on 
Life ; thismuſt be done by faith ſpirieually : now 
marke theſe men inthe 60.yerſe,they falltoopen 

* quarrelling and oppoſing; the © an hard ſaying, 
who can beare its as if hee had ſaid, you debired 
evermore to have ofthis bread, but you muſthee 
bumble and feed upon me by faith,and lay downe 
allconfidence.in parts and gifts: Oh, theathey 
Joathed this bread, and care not for it, it will not 
downe ; this-is bread that no man can digeſt; 
whit, thus holy and thus heavenly minded, to 
man can endare it : So from that day forward 
they wentaway. S0:Gal. 4. 15,16. the Gdlathiaw = 
there didentertaine the VVord of tke Lord mar- 
vellaus contentedly, and their hearts were ravi- 
ſhed therewith, infomuch- that chey could bave * 
beene evencontent co pluck emreheiv eyes t0 
Apefile good, and yet. y after, they would 
have placke the foule fromhisbady, and allthis 
was becauſe hee wanld nordally with them, aor = 
nouriſh chem.in their finnes, bur ſpoke the wack 

 whichwould have: plucktaway heir cormuptions | 
fromthem. Whenthe Prophet came to the wi- | 
Howe houſe, and bade hertake meale outof the + 


Ly 


”  Thevoalerefftnallcalling1oChiilt, 


—_ pry to call my ſnesro remembrance by ſlayin 
kar? when ſhee conceived that he had "ds 
kir ſibnes, ſhee falls out with him : ſo iris with 

" this temporary beleever;.all the while che meale 


adtheople continue, and while a Miniſter will 


ll chem of eaſe, and liberty,and proſperity, and: 
preach ſmooth rhmngs,. and fawne upon them 
mtkeirbaſe diſtempcrs, anddaube thera up, all 
this while the Miniſters are welcome, | bur if a: 


ma come to ſhake their hypocrifie, and when 
they beginto ſay, what, a dullembler zndachea- 
ter, and yet aprofefior 3; thenthey lay, Oh thou 
nanof God, art thou come to-{hake.the hold of 
althehope we have z weeare notableto endure 
ie: itis knowne by experience that commonly 


ad ſeemed toloye, 


Thirdly, how comes it to paſſe that hee falls 
ſhort, and what wanted he? yo ſee he had ſome» 

ing fike nnco fairhy .the Saints of Godwere 
afetcd, ſowas he z the Saints of God had ſome 
ulte of the {weetnefle of the Word, ſahad heey 
wiere is the faulc eden 2 1 anſwer, the failing 
"a1 tiree particulars, andithey are very faire 


 lxcourſe, he received the VVord ſuddenly and 
vith joy, and fo hee came not to the, promiſe 
fe, bur-came to juſt yocking : for in Gods 

courſe of proceeding this is the courte, 


where- 


uchp:rſons turnerthe moſt bitter enzmies againſt 
me mh which formerly they have profcfied,. 


Fiſt, this was the wound of the temporary in 


V) 


The Sonles effcuall calling ro Chriſt, Oo 


- whereas he did receive the Word ſuddenlyayith 
- jay, he ſhould have received icleaſurely andyith 
ſorrow, as /er. 50. 4-atthatrime faith, the Lord, 
The Chilren ef Iſrael ſhall come, they and the children © 
of Tud1h together, going. and ___ ſhall thy je 
and ſceke the Lord their God, and they ſhall achetle 
way to Zion with their faces :thitherward; If eye 
you wonld ſeeke the Lord, and have your faces 
rowards him, you muſt goe weepingand monr. 
ning; and this was the way that God led t 
and that wiſely too: as Ter. 31. 9. Theyfball come 
weeping and mourning, and with mercy will I brig 
| them: Againe, / will lead them bythe rivers of wa. 
rers. dc. There are even rivers of ſupplications 
In their monthes, they powred out their hear 
there, and whar came afterwards? their hearts | 
were filled with comfort and conſolation, its 
that which you ſhall obſerye; che Lordappoins 
this, and it is the portion which God the great | 
Honſholder of heaven andearth prepares forhis; 
hee prepares it for them, and therefore all you 
proud and ſtubborne wretches, and unbroken 
hearts, meddle not you with comfort : fult be 
diſcomforted before ever you can bee comforted; 
as for this temporaiy belcever, his cyes were ne = 
ver opened convidingly to ſee. his finncs, and 
his heart was never barthened with hom 
it and 
eforem 


looffied from them, that ſo the Lord Chri 


| bis comfores might be ſerled upon : therefor 
Hoſea 2. 14- 1 will allure her and bring her init 
wilderneſſe, and ſpeake friendly ro ber; and Ivill 


her vineyards from thence, and che valley of - 4” 
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"The Souter effe@ualitabiing'toChriſto 


the doore of bope'3 firſt in the wilderncfſe,/and then 


1 Canaan; firlt is ſorrow,then in comfort; the 


valley of Achor is the valley of conſternation; and 
-hen the doore of hope;.this is the way'toward | 
7ign, bat this temporary,hath invented.a new way 


0.Z'00, he doth as Rufhans doe, they will goe 
in the 104d way fo farreas they finde good way, 


| bue- when they come:1ntabad way, chey breake 


wer hedges, and finde a new way,whether law full. 


rmlawfull, they care not, ſodoth chis manzhe- 


ales his comfort as ſoone as ever it comes, hee' 


ſmacches at all the comforts of rhe Goſpell,-and!: 
thiaks they arc all his 0wne, and: all ow the ſad-! 


dt he is a forward ptofeflourart.three'or- foure” 
dyes warning, and: his'heart ſnatcheth art every: 
Sermon of mercie, and he 1s as good a Chriſtian? 


ar, not onely that throngh-worke of the laws 


Wiidrnone ſha || have, but ſachas have faich, bur: 
othar legall worke-of the law;/ which (bould 


Ppp breake 
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_ The Seule offeftzaleabing ts Cheift, 


breake and hammer his heart, this is the is the fron 
ground-hearer, he wanred depth of earth; whar 
that was, wee ſhall diſpate: anon when occaſion 
ſerves the meaning is thus rnach inthe g 
the lane which ſhould 'have' given earth and. 
mould enough, it was the ſharplaw,which ſhogld 
have torne up his proud fturdy rebellions heart 
all in pecces, bur this man'neverhad this worke, 
and: therefore his proud heart:beat backe: the 
workeof the promiſe, rhat it neverhadroomein 
his beart ; comfort and confolation will xever 
ſticke nor abide upon a proud heart, nor upona 
ſtubborne-and unbroken heart , which was yet 
never broken for fanne z plaiſters may be made, 
but they ſhall never finde caſe and comfort by 
 themas they defire; you may goe away comfor. 
red, andfay,God is merciful, and Chriſt is gract. 
| ons,and he came 10 ſave finners's atid thonghour 
workes will not-juſttfie 0s, ct the Lord Telus 
Chriſt will lave.us; your plaiſter will not ſticke; 
thus he failes in the entrance to the promiſe 
Ar gras rp Neri of th 
be emer: I which carts i him _ 
promiſe, it is onely t 
of mercic, and of the falyation thar God offer, 
the glirbpi and che ſhine whereof being erin 
vpon the keart,and paſſing by, jogstheſoule,and 
fo the heartinatcherh av-it,hecomes cohearethe 
abundanceof mercie;; andthe: rich redemptic 
and — may aoodnefievfClrilt'to pards 
fines, {the kane agaitet the holy 
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excepted) and the freenefſe 'of mercy to all ſorts 
of finners,be they'never fo many for number,ne- 
ver ſo yile for nature ; Yea, he heareth that there 
4 foantaine Jer open for all to waſhin; when 
hehearcs this, bee ſairh, thats welf, hen I may 
cometo heaven too, and there is fore hope that 
[ may receive mercie, never confidereth the cone 
dicions upon which Godpromilcrh, and beſtow- 
ehmercie, whereas the'tnan thatis a tree belee= 
rec, hathnot only a common kinde of apprehen- 
con ofthe mercie of God in Chriſt; but he hath 
2particular application of itz Iwill open thus, 
thatevery man may take ſomething; the tempee 
raichathacommon hearsfay of mercie; and rhe 
common hear-fay of mercie in thebare letter of 
them, as that Jeſus Chriſt cametoſave ſinners, ir 
is inthebruic of ir onely, butthe humbledſoule 
hathicutider the hand of the Spirit, andthe'Spi- 
riefeales it, end makes it goodtohim,ythe promiſe 
oflifellides and paſeth by the temporary belee- 
ver, but now the Spirit of God fertles" it, andit 
takes a'deep and a through impreſſion in 

temofa beleever by application, the Spirit'oF 


—— 4 


Godonly, as ir were; -Jogs the heart of a tempo», = 


riebeleever, bur he ſets ir- on deeply upon the 
tearethatis hombled and firred for ir,as the An- 
ell Gid unto Gideon, The Tovrd it with thee, then vi- 


lat mar; £5 the Lord Hiich ro every harnbled 


loule ; not onely thar the Lord is gracions and 


_ wercifall, for thus he Gaith ro rhe remporariebe- 


leery bur he- is gracfous and -mereitull to thee, 


= 


which 


Ppp 2 


m_— ales effet ual cabting ceChriſt, 


which haſt ſpoken trouble and; terrour-to thine 
owWne heart ; ain the 1 Cor, 2, 12. Wee bate not re. 
ceived the Spirit of the world, bat the $pjrit nhichy 
ef God, that we might know the things that are given 
$0.44 of God,, God not only gives mw godd things, bathe 
hath given bu Spirit, that we may know, thatit ihe 
which hath given w theſe good things. 

Thirdly, and laſtly, chis remporary belecyer 
failes; and fats ſhort. upon this ground, alſo; 
told you the ſoule is effectually perſwaded to 
reſt upon thefree grace of Gad; and to fall into 
the armes of his mercie 3 now the temporary 
failes alſo in-the| worke ofrelyiog ; that which 
feeds his hope, aud ſtayes:his heart, is nothing 
 elſcburrhe taſte and preſent ſweetneſle which he 
had ia the promiſe; he relyes upon the taſte and 
ſenſe which hee had by the ſip of the promiſe; 
and hence. it is, that when the! taſte is:gene, the 
{weetneſle of the preſent: puſh isgone; that then 
there comes trouble and ſorrow more keavie,and 
more able- co vex bim,-than-all the orher: wasto 
comfort him z then hee begips to repent-bipef 
his match, '8nd thinkestbar al bis profeſſion will 
aot- qyit coſt. ;/now when: that raſte and tht 
comfort which he bad, failes him,and ſorroward 
afflictions come and overpowers his {w 
and comfort, then heefals away,: buta-mad that 
hath crue ſaving faith, reſts himſelfe not upon the 
taſte and ſenſe of this good; butupon the good- 
neſſe of God in'the; promiſe, and upon-the all 
ſufficiency of God inthe promiſe” be ſerrhmore 


| kyod inche promiſe, chan, inall the once0B0f 
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good of the promiſe, than 1n all che good things 
here below; and therefore he willratherloſe all 
than the promiſe, and will rather truſt to the 
goodnefle of God in the promilſe, than-to 
thing elſe beſides ; though riches bee never fo 
ar, and honours never ſo glorious, yer the 
fichſull ſoule knowes that the world promiſerh 
mach, and: performes little, and it couſens us ; 
hatthe Lord is true in all his promiſes, and whar 
| hebath promiſed, the ſole beleeves : .therefore 
ichhe, though my ſenſe, and caſte, andall faile, 


will reſtupon the promilſe ; for there is a greater 


I 


d 


zothis Lmay adde the other, which I call the diſo 
couraged hypocrite, as there are too many-of 


ricdafaire fayle in the wayes of godlinefle z-bue 
when Itis-honour and credic dies, hee goes aways 
ſome have died for griefe, they areallto berefer- 
redto this ground ſo.long as the winde laſted 
le ſtayed. it ont, but now hee is not able ra hold 


w_ wy, 2 (t, 5 O ww 


- adbythe comfort of his profeſſion: bur he that 
$4gracious mar, though all the frame of Heaven 
and Earth ſtagger, yet he is ſupported and bears 
phimſelfe- upon the promiſe, if it-bee a-ſaving 

norke: Iknow-he may ſtagger, yethee recovers 


TOM Ge, A skilfall ſwimmer uſeth his bladders, 
"74 ifthey failc, heei recayers himſelfe upon 


bees Hb Ss Bs ee. E.G... Ao, 


ne world, and bee ſcerh more certainty inthe 


and if many ſorrowes and miſeries come, yer | 


goodin the promiſe,than in all the world befides: 


themin theſe dayes, ſuch as heretofore bavear- - 
bphy head, unleſſe he be lifred up by the chinne;. 


bimſelfe, and at laſt lifrs up himſcife upon-the | 


—__—_ 


| Tho Seulereffenal calling zo Chris, 


the Rreame, and beares up: himſelfe upon that; 
fo the gracious heart is content eo uſe comforts 
and contentments, and whatſoever hee hach to 
beare himup with more eale; yet ifall thele bjag. 
ders breake, and if all friends, andmeanes, and 
honours goe, and if heaven andes'rh meet tope. 
ther, yer hee is able ro caſt himſeife upon the 
ſtreame of the promilc,and fo to goe on cheeriy, 
as P/alme 7 3. the Prophet faith,7 am thus and thay, 
the byead of sffiition is my ment, .and SERVES Arg 
. drinke,and 1 am bufftted every morning, if the wicked 
rout axd revel it, and bave more than rep bearts Gan 
defire, thenbave 1 waſhed mine hausls in vaine, ith 
better for me to be as they are, than to beas Lam, he 
27 to ſtaggar, and hewas ata ſtand, Foun 
faith, God ir good to Iſrael, though perſecuted and if. 
 flifed,yet God is good to Iſrael : nay,in the 26,verſe 
he ſaich,Atbeart badfailed, but God is the flrength 
of my beart, and my portion for every as if hee had 
faid, the heavens and the earth may haply ſhake 
and fhrinke,yer fo long as God is ſtrong, my heart 
is ftrong, and fo long as he remaines, my comfort 
will .continne even for ever: though a man,elpe- 
cially ifhe be ingenuous, may ſbrinke under dif: 
grace, yet hee beares up hamſelfe upon the pro» 
mite, and cbough heloſe his life, yer hee ſhall not 
loſea Saviour, therefore he ſtaycs himſelfe upon 
him : thos you ſee where; this temporary failes, | 
there is no great matter in him, bur-chat it B | 
{tangeto ſce what a man will doe for a puſh we 
 leavehim, and only intreae the Lord to beimer- | 
cifutl to.him, and /lerhim ſechimſeſfe's wag 
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he any of this kinde here this day, doe not _ 
way ndſay, toheaven I muſt, alt on the ſudden, 


herauſe I havea little taſte of the word : no, no, - 


thats not che way, it will coſt you dearer than ſo, 


uther goe and ſee thy finnes, 40d: breake' thy - 


heart for them, and then there may bee comfore 


andconſolation for thee : God hath rhegarment 


ofglidneſſe,, but yournaſt be in heavinelſie firſt ; 
yowmsy goe 0na3 you are; ibur then-you ſhall ne- 
jer.come to happineſſe; - | | | 


EY 


The ſecond fort of counterfeits, is the ſtardy ,_ ;,,,- 


hypocrite, let us ſhew you firſt what wee con- 


ceye of him, alle how we tearme him, I call the. 


former a faint-hearted hypocrite; he nuſt have 


ks 41a ve, and his cordials of comforr cv 
wh him, and God muſt provide a diſh of com 


fort forhim, or elfe hee ſhall never have hiscu« 


frome : bur-this is a ftnrdy hypocrice, arid one © 
thatwillnot out of the: pitfor a ſmallrmanter, but - 


he will ſtand his ground, asa man doth in warre, 
and villuadergoemuch trouble, and ſtand frogs 


yin the profefſion- of 1eligion, and yer rhough - 


be be ſomewhat ſtout im his way, yet his hearts 


hanght too; and that you may know him, and © 
thee wy know binsfeife, lc us doe three - 
» ] E 


- Erfietusſee whathecanſay for himſelfe; 


Secondly, wherein his falſeneffe appeares, and 


the evidences of it; _. 4 


Thirdly, the difference betwcene him and a be- 


ol 


* s $ 
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yF/Y1-533 HES 51 FINE. | 
Fill, whatehis man is;and how faire ke goers 
| cannot 
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catnbt berter pleadfor him,thanhecan pleadioy 
bimſcife,and what he (aith,you may beleevehia, | 
he profefſerhvtis true indeed, the temporary dig 
meerly couſen himſelfe, becauſe he was cheared, 
before he was humbled and abaſed': bur forts 
part he knowes how he came by his faith, ircoſt 
him hot water bcfore-he had ir, he had his eyi- 
decce with much labour,and therefore this is his 
comfort, hee hopes it is good, and of theiright= 
kinde, for, faith he, the Lord bath opened mine 
eyesto ſee my ſclte, and rodiſcorer my ſinne un. 
ro my ſelfe, and made known: the vileneſſe of 
my ſiane, and my miſery by realGn of the ſame; 
the '\word:of the: Lord was as'a:hammer to this 
ſtubborne hearrof mine; I had almoſt the heart 
ofa Devill,but the Lord metwith me, and broke 
me inſunder : nay.it was a firetoler inthe flames | 
of hell into. my 'conſcience; thus I came'bymy 
faith: ſorhat ſeeing my finneand my vileneſle, 
Iſeeaneed ofa Chriſt, and I ſee ſach a worth in 
a Chriſt,ia ſo much that he hopes and profeſleth, 
thatall the ſhame and diſgracerhat can befall him 
in agood courſe, ſhall neyerdaunthim from that 
pocd. 'way which hee ſees chalked- our before | 
im: nay,andthat whichis'the pinch of him, hee 
hopeth hee ſhall rather dye, than renounce that 
fruitof. rhe Goſpell which he hath received, and | 
which: huch comforted his 'ſoule:: thus now hec 
bath beene humbled, and hath ſcene a need'of | 
Chriſt, :and he may:dye inthe defence of chete- | 
ligion hee profeſſeth, and yer never ſavingly'be- | 
kereinthe Lord Jeſus Chrift,nor partake of the | 
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nlein Logicke, ec ga ropofi ons bot 
ang rrealemres 37 progrecns bee 
if either part be falſe, e propoſition 
an needs bee falſe; if che-polition bee true; 
then both parts are true;/as in this pofirion, I am 
rotarich man, and yer Lain a pooremay, both 
parts are true'y ſoitisin ehispofition, Imaygive 
ny body to be burned, and yer I may want love, 
both parts aretrue then iris plainio tharg man 
mydjein the profeſſion of religion, andyer bee 
when he hath done : thus much» for the 
of it by Scripture, che reaſons'chac doe 
confirme ic beides many other: the maine arpu- 
ments this, there are many things in che heare of 
rar og rey an i rr9e re rather - 
k is profeſſion; A man y-proud 
may giveway to be barne,; and ro dye for faQtion, 
kc, hee dyes onely to content his owne proud 
tear, norbecanſe Godrequires it; and:that God 
mybehonoared, bur only iti frurdibefe of hear 
nd becanſe he will dyein Nas profellicn wheres 
nhehath beenebroughtup, FORO UADL 
Secondly, his falſeneſſe doth - appeai ibis, 
afflictions'and perſecutions! catinot 
nll from the eruth, yer eaſt and profir;anll 
oy plalare, andfuſt will fack ourthe heart. theſe 
bimnot, becauſe be taitehennbioe , ii 
ity dehach had chem and feleche ſveettelſe of 
"aa ereby overcame, and ſo forfakesre- 
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the faſh,by, beating the water with his rod, butby 
baiting his h6oke;: o,it is: with this man, the 
dait.catcheth him, when the hook could not. | 
We haveanold parable:of a travellerythe wince | 
though it blew and: bluſtered;.yer-ic could not | 


_ Pullaway biiscloake,' butheeheld it fo muchthc 


faſter; but when the Sun ſhined hor uponhim, 
he rhaew Off his clodke/and cont ahd all; whena 
man;hath.no, honours, then” perſecution makes 
him hold: the cloſer to the erurh, bur when the | 
Hae glcames of honour ard profiri come;/ anda 
 mnanislifeedip into fools paradiſe, he puts of al 
Teligianandhonefty t :mhe ftardy hypocrice ma 
&is forzks eruth, and yer all ourofs _-" 
HF | C } os 
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\ecauſe ho! _ trobce fabject, Iris faidof the 
my gronn ground, thar'the: thoens did \dhvake. it,. 
the Sanne = nor ce par, beecdnldhave gone 
fo apriſon, puta to 2 ſtake, burwhen froſperi IF, 
nd honour, a ag pl leafute. came, iheychooke;gll 
| tharhee had, that ghecbath:.nbea word eo fly: 

thus it was with WEE idonbtinorbur he had 
many 4 ſtorme wich Panl;and ſharediwith. Paulin 
 alllis troubles 3 but when hae had NC Rorengond 
means.he left Pawt; 8 becatife bo | 
thoſe, and gocwith Paaitoo; therefgire bee: left 
?4ul,forhe thought withrhimiſelfethatP aw/ would 
notler him goe on ſe;;and rg hee pra 
INIT 20 6s han if $$: 203 202173: 

"#2 ©; 11% 2p, C 

Now before I goe any funker, given mee eels 
WW toanſwer two quel "1 

| Fiſt, why: will-pto AN ere cake afchi 

fom the oiofeicnt of anda res f 

- before - hee: wouldloſe bis life 3 in the de- 

fence ofthe truth >| if he baddied bee had loſt all 
bis pleaſure, and' fafe, and-all'> why then doch 
proſperity take 'of his heare, when trouble and 
perſecution would not doett? ir; rs blue 

Tothis I anſwer, the cauſewhy theſe prevai- 
ledfiotbefore, it was becauſe chey were rior pre» 
ſent with him, heeknewanar the: iſweerriefſe! of 
theſe, and baply he had no hopeto attyvethera; 
 birhow lecinfoyos then, 43d now. hee is taken 
aide by then; ; baply hisheare was the ſame. be- 
 firegthariris now; bur he had noche oo__ 
Dtnov ke hath Looke as ix is:withah ipferiour 
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fabjea, baply his heart is not difquieted forthe 
crowne of the kingdome, for hee hath no hope 
nor likelihood of ir, hee lookes not to attaineir. 
but- now if hee were the./heire apparant' of the 
crowne, and had. byiconſpiracy gotten faire v 
_ tothecrowne and kingdome; hee would loſe]; 

and all ratherthan: goe wirchour: it ; and as it i 
withan adulterous woman, when ſhe comes firlt | 
intothe family, ſhee loyes her husband andthe 
houſe: and all z'bar whew her companions come 
3n and-encice her tocurſed dalliance, thenſhee 
leavesthe kouſe and her husband and ll x ſhe: 
was-bad before,bur ſhe hadnot the occaſions be 
fore : this is the falſeneſſe inthis wretch; haying 
no hope toget wealth, he is not troubled withit, 
and baviag no hope to/get horionrs, hee isnot 
troubled with it, but though his heart was as bad 
before, yet the talſenefls of ir. did not o dilcover 
it ſelfe before; becauſe he had not theſe occaſion 
offcred;:andchis is rhe! reafon why many ama 
that hath beene very forward in profeſſion, and 


. hath ſuffered mncli'for the, truth, yer onemans 


pluck off from the profeſſion of the:trath byte 
world, #ad hee proves a muck-worme, and It 
world cats outthe power of that grace which be 
ſeemed to have: And another man is-taken by his 
baſe laſts ofadaltery,or thelike,their hearts werf 
23:/bad-before, bur: chey never had tliek remp- 
| ations before $ and therefore they abide trout 
bles, becauſe cheſe remprations came nor: and 
therefore when theſe come, they decline and fal 
away, and-rhis is rhe cauſe of the baſe declining 


b 


_——O— Vl. 


—— — ds 
at _ OOO On 


| The8oales effeFnalt calling ro Chriſt, 


and falliog away of all ſuch wrerches, which the 
worldis peſtered withall : and you that are Mi» 
niſters and Chriſtians, ſhould doe well roaban- 
don the ſociety of all ſuc! as make a profeſſion of 
the truth, but deny the power of itin their Con» 


verfations. : & 

Now theſccond queſtion is, why doth proſpe- @aeft, 2. 
rity, and eaſe, and honour, take ofthe love of the | 
ruth, when troubles and perſecutions could nor 
doe 1t? i” f 

-1 anſwer, the reafons are two; andrhere you 1nſivs 
ſhall ſcethe ground of his falſenefſe. Þ 

Firſt, becauſe proſperity hath a greatpowert® r 
coaſen -and delude a mans judgement, it comes 
cannirigly-and flides into the ſoule, and (o con- 
ſeashim ; as the wiſe :m1an ſaich, bribes blinde 
the eyes of the wiſe, alt his heart is upon the 
bribe; and though the cauſe be never ſo bad, yet. 
itſeemes good when fo many peecescome ro co- 
louritoyer: even ſo here proſperity bribes the 
foales of poore creatures z the heart takes the 
bribe, and the underſtanding playes the lawyer, 
adpleads for it in this manner and faith,now he 
better informed, and he knowes more than hee 
dd, and heiy better adviſed The : Engliſh is thus 
mich, hehath pur cn the ſpe&acles' of proſperi- 
tf, and hee hath ſcene a good living, or a good 
vie, andchefe bribe him, hee ſaw not theſe be= 
brez andtherefore theſe did: not trouble him, 
bat now hee hath ſeene them, cerrainly char muſt 
eds begood,that hath all chefeprofits and plea- 
kresto plead for irs As the holy Ghoſt faith, 
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Manir honour vnderitavdi ut; as if heebadiad, 
'honour and proſperity hlinde'the ſtand 
and bribe the 'minde of a man. They thaz ue 
now andthen overtaken withdrink,may eaſilyhe 
cheated, and it isno wonder though they be, for 
they are not themſelves: ſo a man may be draxke 
with the world, and with honours, and if heebe 
now and then conſened, you can looke for ny 
other. This is the reaſon of all choſe faire kinde 
of colours which men put over their courſeythey- 
confefſe their judgements were ſo indeed belpre- 
times, but now they haye had learned counkel!, 
that is, from their parts, and eaſe, and honour, 
&c. And ſhall Idoe ſachs thing? and fhall Lwalls 
inſacha way 2 and they tell him chere is greatly 
berty, and it is good law': thus a man is tranlpor- 
ted and taken afide moſt fearfully , nay here pro- 


ſperity puts a pretence. of a great deale of good 
that a man.may doe inthe Church ;- anda gel 
deale of honour,he way bring 10 Gods andvenct- 
they ſay, a man of ſech parts, and ſuch judge 
ment and holinefſe, if hee were a man of plagh 
what a world of ſeryice might hedeeto-Gog, 


tothe Church, the world could not miſſe him; 
nay it is ten thouſand pities that a ma of ba 
parts and gifts ſhould natbee in high places tt 
Church mifſeth much gapd by the ſhit, andCol | 
" loſeth much honour, The meaning is, be loſe 
mach honour, this couſens a-mans 'judgemen | 
when that which-is the argument within a Mah 
Js profit, or eaſe, or the like, whereas perſecuto® 
doth go ſuch matter; for in the time of one 
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tion, then a good cauſe appeares more plainly, 
1ndanaughty cauſe appeares more vilde. A man 
in periccution is not drunke, he is himl{elte, and 
therefore hee is able to paſle ſenrence as they doe 
&fcrve: perſecution comes like an open enemy, 


anda man is aware of it, and rherefore prepares 


forit ; but proſperiry-comey-like a trairour, and 
ſuddenly ftabs us before weeare aware of it. 

[cjsto be obſerved in nature, if the filhers goe 
1nd hew the bare hooke-onely, the fiſh willflie 
froarit, bur when. it is baited, then the fiſh-will 
met irs fo the bair-of proſpericydeludesa 
man; and-he is deceived therewith, and is taken 
ade from the power and profeſſion of thexruth:: . 
[nd:094. 17, Baracke purſued Siſtre, but hee over- 
canchim not; and che reaſon was this, hee was not 
a peaie with Buracke, but heewas at peace with Tael, 


aud therefore ſhe canningly flew him : ſo here pro» 


ſperity is a good bleffing; and eaſe, and honour, 
and peace, theſe are all our friends, and wee are 
« peace with chem 2 therefore theſe wound 
__ and: breake' our neckes in conclu- 


Secondly, as our judgements come moſt of all 


She couſened thereby, ſor is that which deads 


ralfeRions,and kils ourdiligences,and takesoff 
ite edge of our endevours, and. makes: us dead 
ud{laggiſh in 2 Chriſtian courſe, and hence it is 
tat wee are deſperarely overthrowne' thereby : 


perſecution and trouble makes a man; ſeeke more 


gently, and crie and pray-moreearneſtly, and 
wcre exattlyriian befors,and conſequents 
y/ 
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ty teeking to God for ſugcour, he receiverhmore 
ſuccour from the Lord, again all theſe troubs 
and trials: David wasnever tempredto that 
luſtin the wildernefſe, when hee was purſaedby 
$a, becauſe then he ſoughr daily to the Lord, 
and had aid and fuccour from him ; but when he 
' wasat caſe in his houſe, thenhe grew dead hear- 
ted and carelefſe, and wayovercome in proſperity: 
men truſt to themſelves, and therefore they arc 
foiled, butnow perſecutions and troubles make 
a man ſee himſelfe helpleſſe in regard of him- 
ſelfe ; and therefore he goes to the Lord, and fo 
is ſupported and ſucconred by the Almighty, 
Eſay26,1 : __ in I wi viſred the, 
y powred forth a prayer when thy chaſtening wa 
upon chem ; God omen be viſited in thetimeof 
proſperity, when we arefull and aforchand, butin 
the time of adverſitic and perſecution, then they. 
will powre forth their prayer, not drop out a 
idle lazie prayer,but pray with fervencie,andim- 
portunity,and-ſo finde favour, ſothe Prophet i 
remjecomplaines, 7 have ſpoken to thee in thygouth, 
but thou haſt denied to beare mee , in our adverity, 
then Gods mercie and truth may take ſome place 
in our hearts, bur inthe time of proſperitie,chen 
we turne the deafe eareupon him, and we thinks 
wee have enough of our ſelves, as it is with the 
trees, the winde ſhaketh them, and ſo the lap 
comes more to the root, and it ferries more firm» 
Iy.into the'earth z but now if there comes a grit | 
drought, or an exceeding heat, that dotl: take 
away both fapand root.and all :fowhen theſoae 


bo T3 q 


; The 8oules fe nall calling ro Chriſt. 

Ire - haken and-rottered with'the winde of pcrſes 
ty anion and temptation, the ſoule is ſettted more 
ot WM {ply upon che promiſes for the guidingof him-- 
by Wl flfeina good way ; burcaſe, and peace, and pro- 

WM petite, ory up a mans endevoure, atd all the fap 
he Wl of grace and good which formerly amanſeemed 
We have z/ then if ic bee fo that proſperirie bribes 
y: the judgement and couzens us, and if by profpe- 
re iciecur care and diligence is deaded, no wonder 


thenthowgh honour and eaſe. prevaile ſo much - 
inſt vs, ro hinder ns more chan perſecutions | 
andoe : thus you ſee this mans falleneſle. 
Now the cyidences whereby he diſcovers his 
fillnefſe; they are two'; and ir js pretty to 0b») 
ſerve, hoi# his/ baſenefſe. within will difcaver 1 
ſelfewithout z the firſt is this: Le mi 
Firſt, you ſhall finde him ro maintaine his COr> 
rpption and his profeſhon too, the worldcarnes. 
himbemuſt have that, and yet hisprofeſfion mult 
not hee caft away, hee will-have Chriſt and-calC,- 
Chriſtand honour, he holds both in hand, and he 
divides his forces, .he will be a profefſour, and 
jetbebaſein che world, and in'his profits £00;': 
in! Foucannot take away Either; he keepss a ſtall 
nborhmarkers, 'Lyb+ 8. 14: iris-ſaid there, thar 
 herhomle ground brought forth no fruit ro per- 
pur uae 7 foribs fruit, bat the 'thornes did 
dv4le ir, and (Oir broupht forth norking to any”! 
petehion's; a3 x56: ft the thorny ground, the 
ane haply hath-a full eare with-all the graine of ' 
Undiver greene us aleeke, bucir continues not” 


# 


Mit ſtit2nd comer npre0riperieſſe and perke- | 
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ion, berauſe the thorneschoake is; ſo.chis man 
hath hisfall care, and isas greene as alceke ; yoy 
will faft and prayyſo will he ; you willprofeſle, 
will he; you-will conferre holily, ſo will he inche 
outward appearance,but he never camese 
becauſe he beſtowes. the ſtrength of his affeQion 
npon the world,or upon ſome bafeluſts; youcay 
not.bcat this man to lay. downe his profeſſion, 
and to make him ſay, Iconfefſe I-agr dead; 2nd 
my: heart.is vilde,, and my-prefeſlion-is nothing 
bar hypocrifie, no, hee wilt have his profeſſion 
and his corruptientoe: thus obſerve the 
man, whena Chriſtian comes into his ſhop, hec 
wilt-ccll him 8 fine religious diſcourſe, and © in 
the end couzen him; and ifa vilde wretch come 
in, he hath another tle for him, hee joynes with 
him, onely thathee may put acrackt'commodity 
into his hand, and hejoynes with the good man, 
ther hee. may courenbanton : fo the-lnkeeper, 
whena Chriſtian comes to his houſe,heetels him 
«fine religjonstale ; andifa drunkard comes In, 
he gives hinhis fall. meaſure; chus his thornes 
grow, and-his corne too, hee holds his profetiion, 
and his corruptions too. | : 
| - The ſeavaid evidence of.chigmans falſnefics 
this, heis weather-wiſe, that is, þe obſerves how 
| the ſtateof things ſtand; andh:e gives a (brews 
gueſſe, which way: the winde and; tide will got; 
and he wilkbe ſure tO ge that way, andtodeen 
that fideybe ſees thewinde begin: to rite, andthe 
ſtores t6-blaſter, therefore he will provideand 
ifs ongne, and. dos anything, preridedne 
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t5-honourand eaſe maynot be loſt, he will beof | 


cher fide, that the thornesof profit and pleaſare 
nay notbe plowed ap,mdthereforeiriBobſerva- 
ble, charthoſe things. which 'way hazzard hisli- 
herey he will not by His gosd will queſtion them, 
borhecarfies ourthe mareer bravely before him: 
ſolongasa man may have theſubftance, ſaith he, 
thatis, Chriſt und -religron, hee wonld norhave 
meicotrouble chemſelves about lefſer matrers; 
burthe Lord Chriſt Garth, heerhar is umfairbfel! 
incheleaſ, 1smnfairhfdll'in much, and' hee ther 
mkesnot conKience of the ſmaller -circumſtan» 
cs, willmot make confeience 'of the ſubſtance, 
andif bee bee compeldits-enquire, ''and 40 muke 
qucfion of his conrſe,hewHll be ſatisfied by:theſe 
fhewes, and that argument thall conrentihim, 
which may'content his honour, and mainegine 
baſe, and honour, andliberty, and hee'igors 
avaywell apaid andfully quiered,andwherwthis 
manispur to-it,and the-denr of thernith datheth 
dl choſe probable vruthsof his, therihis laſt holgis 
this he doth not'beleeve'ir, and he cannorthinake 
it, but if you cannor beleeve and entertainethit 
which youcannot anſwer, then'ir is a fignethac 
thy heart isnanght zand ifa man follow him far- 


| ther, andfay, if a man ſechimſelfe, and lift up 
timſelfe, and his coneeirs azainſt the muth-of 


God;thatmans hear is nanght, then-ſaich hee, all 
the Miniſters under heaven ſhall mot make me 
belevye it, but when'hec can ſay nothing againſt 
Geruth, hewilt koope his hold Bill, and hn 

wt'beleeye ic; chus youſee rhis-man ar bis full 
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| breadth and height : asitis witha plow,that goey 
to plow upathorny tree, they tug, and pull, ang 
make the traces flye,and breake the plow,burthe 
rree ſtands (till, it will net yeeld ſoit 's with thi 
wretched hypocrite, all the reaſons in the world 
and all the truths cannot prevaile with him, he iz 
reſolved to ſtand to it, and notto beleeve jt: wilt 
chou rot now. beleeyeirt 2? well, thou ſhalt beleeve- 
' it whenthou art in hell, paſt hope,paſt helpe,chou 
wilt beleeve it then, thus the thornes choake the - 
word, that is, ſtrangle the trath, and ſtopthe | 
breath of the cruch, ſo hee ſaith, T paſſe nor, Ibe- 
leeve irnot, this ſtifles all reaſons, and thepowe 
of all Scriptures, thatall prevailesnotwith him, 
nor takes no place in him, to make him knoy 
what it is to-be a grower-inthe truth:by this time 
Ipreſume you may eaſily gueſſe ac him what his 
faſhion is, and whathee can ſay for bimſctfe, and 
wherein his falſenefſelyes, and where ſoeyer you 
fmdetbeſe, that both the corne and the-thons 
ons and that hee doth thus as in the 
former two, then this'man is one of the-ſtardy 
-| \Now Fcometo the third thing,namely,toſhew 
wherein this man fals ſhort of ſaving faith, that: 
man that ſeeth it, may amend when he comes at 
ter him; and that-he may not faile as theformer 
have done: the failing. of this man appeares in 
two particulars ; ' |) 
Firſt; hee failesin the point of humiliation;bee 
was not rightly humbled, as in that place of thc 
parable, hee had horrour of; hearc enough hug 


Fn 


Ln tall 


| _ TheSonles effeFuall cating 10 Chriſt, 


—afureofir, bot not enough forthe uprightnefle 
nd ſincerity of it, bee plowed deep enough, bur 
te left ſome thornes ſtanding, and hee had ſame 
ſts that his heart was more affected wich, hee 
mould not be chys;bu-=there were {ome baſe,inor- 
dnare,carthly aff<tions, which were cloſcly faſte- 
redto his heart, and his beart glued to them, hee 
would not plow them up, and this was ll husban- 
try, if hehaddone right; be would bave p.owed 
wpevery thorne as well-as ſome: allthe paſſages of 
Scripture run this-way , as Luke 3.'5. Every valley 
ſhuybe filed, and every hill and mauntaine ſhall. bee 
bnught low, and every crooked thing ſhall bee made 
frit , hee doth not ſay, this or that mountaine, 
but every mountaine ;z not one-ſinne,. but-every 
finnez not the heart to bee looſened from one 
particular finn*,bur from every ſinne whatſoever; 
it ever you bee humbled, and that you: make 
worke of ie, you muſt blow.up all,,as.Matzh, 19. 
44. thewiſe merchant man went and ſold allro buy the 
fela; nor ſold ſome, burall ; ſochis ſtardy hypo- 
nite ſhould have ſolgall his luſts and corruptions, 
and every curſed haynt of heart, and every finfull 
withdrawing of, ſoule, :.you know: the - privie 
Pratikes of your hears, if:chere be but one ſinfull 
uſt maintained and continned in, it will con- 
_ Game youas well asan hundred thouſand : rthere 
®n0 bargaine tobe made with Chriſt,ifyoudal- 
7 with him and ſtand dodging, he will nor; yeeld 
0y00, no, no, you muſt ſell all, this man had_bis 
*erhumbledin the conſiderationof ſome ſiave, 
'Uiitwas cither for rhe feaje of the puniſhment 
$ /Rers Re 
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of lifs firne ingenerdll,of elſefor fearc off laps 
'andof hell, andof Gods wrath, or elſe becauſe 
the ſhame and diſprate That would come there. 

by, burifhe had beene tralyeronbledfor finne, 
Secauſess 1 is the breach of Cods commanidments 
then (evtry Wintie world'hive ſtrucke upon hi 
heart,and troubles bi im; thus it is with the hee 
riphtly rorneup by the law, bor if it hayeondy 
here'a banke and here abadke.then it isBale de; 
ling, and you will-never have harveltnorhopeef 
mercie ny6n this ground, bir if a' man play the 
good husband:he muſt plow up a!l, fromoner- 
her of his coIſience tothe other, and from the 
beginning oF its heart rotheendir ing, theremoſt 
be nocorruprion Tetled, bur hate” fmne as finne, 
and'therefore /eyery finne, this'is rhe —_ of 
theſoule that the Lord will decgood unto, and 

hereische failing of moſt unſoundhearts, many 
religions menand profeſſourstoo, what they be: 
the Lord krniowes, they will d2ly with this frog: 
and that finne, but: a true broken heart ſhakesxt 
the leaſt finne more than ar_all-puniſhments, ant 
had rather endnre'thetorments of kell, than that 
the leaft'finne ſhorfſd bee commirred by him -this 
35a good heart which makes/good worke of i 
and herein this hypocrite failes, fo that thorny! 
he had legal rerrour enough, for the meaſined! 
ie, yer it wasnot right forchemanner of it Tori 
could. not'bee any favingworke of grace, the 
fore it mnſt needs bee a terror for finne, and 
yerithe hearr never truly  tambled, nor nent 
Ap — Sethe Ur and by f 
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TGodsgrace, thereby ficring the. hearr for him, 
Ws, and laſtly, he failes ia. making choice 
dChriſhhe did noxehule whole Chriſt ic js,q0e 
cart of faith, and that which 1s1ncluded inreſtng; 
'he ſouſe that truly embracetly Chrifl, he takesrhe 
od of Chril, and.the death, and perfecution, 
nd the death of Chriſt, and whatſoever cames, 
wh himznowhercia the ſlaxdy hypocrite fail-s, 
hut makes chaiceof Chriſt aright, is reſolv&dro 
mach with Chriſt, and that nothing ſhould hin, 
&himfrom it 5 now this hypocrite would not 

ach with Chriſt, but onely crade. with him;fo 

niches may'mediate forhim, and beea meanes. 

tha ke may enjoy h's beloved hanours, and fo. - 
much profeſſion, and ſo-much of Chriſthe would. 
have, whereas the faithful ſoulematcheth with - 
Citit,andtrades with cheworld, if honqurs will, 

thee Chriſk;and if riches will make for Chriſt,; 

and if hislibertie will worke:in him a freeheart. 
where God, then the fairhfull ſoule, WEL 

withthem, bue this weerich, will onely trade: with 


Gti and Child mafh land ar che doare, this - 
bibecyuſe why, when he profeſſcch the truth of. 
epic and vrerChrly he mach 
ty, takeyir,and leaves Chriſt:auly thus. much | 
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| "Tf marry mien;not tomake ehiem their husba 
but their ſervants, and chey could be contexts; 
have comforr and ſervice from them; butnott 
be under the ruſe and authority of them as' I 
hasbafids: ſo this ſtardyhypectite, atd this ay 
fpert heart, would have'Chriſt tobe at hisbetke, 
LH Chriſt may provide honours, and. eaſe; ag 
pleafuresfor him, but thac Chriſt may orderhin 
and his, and all charbe hath,rodwellar hiscdm. 
mand; ro bi where he will, and be at his becke, 
chat hewillnot doe by no meancs, Thoszwock 
che ſturdy Lypocrite. m2, 


Fhie Taft ſore Sfcounterfiits, whichi is ithe "A 
and rt upſhotofall, is him, whom I call the ſhib- 
ting ſtately hypocrite, he is a man that doth cany 
a marvellous high ſtraine, and goes with a great 


faite in the profeſſion of the truth, as rhemaſtt 
car:purſe in his outſide" ſecmes ro bea manofio | 
{mall acconnt' nor meatie- place, in regard of lis 
attendants; apparell;and he will ruffle it outin 
hisfilkes and velvers, as if hee were ſome grea 
cleman'of the poemtry, and yer he'isa bale 

[ 


vilde wretch'; [jt 1s/with this bale wrong 
pocrite:therezretwo paſſagesin his life, avdl 
uſerocall bim by theſe tivo names, Shifting,and 
ls v4 he had 21] that che fhirdy hypocrite had, 
a »68 beyond him In-che Sages 
lages of Py pradtic cs," hos a 
hypocrite, ard ens ly ao- ordinary: coloar 
of} fon; bat he layesoweleven-fold gilroy- 
fol an a LAGS 
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came counterfeit gold, if a man bee nota good 


Goldſmith indeed,he will ſay, it is good gold : ſo 
ke be not a Marvellous judicions wife man, and 
ible to. finde him one;*he will ſay, tharthis man 
$2ſound Chriſtian indeed : Now that wee may 
towthis man, I will as in the handling of the 
aher, doethree chings. © © — © | 
firſt, Lwillſhew wherein hee exceeds the for- 
nerHypocrites, ee en? 
Secondly , wherein his falſeneſſe' ap- 


" Thirdly , wherein hee falls ſhort of faving 


faith 


forthe firſt, wherein this manidoth exceed rhe = 
former, thar you may ſee the falkproportion of 
him, hee doth profeſly ſtand incompariſon with 
the former,and exceedsthem toe z and therefore 
beilltriethe buſtnefſe with him, and view with 


lim; and what the other could ay; hee faith the 


ame and more too: the ſturdy Hy ocrite had 


his conſcience awakened, fo hee had his heart 


awakened with a witneſſe, and the Lordnoton- 
hf clled and rapr, but knoekt hardatrthedoore : 
ndfor Chriſt, he hath ſeene ſo:much beauty and 
excellency in Chriſt;'thathee wilt lay 'downe his 
boed for him, thus" farre the flurdy Hypocrite 
nent: but now chis-ſtacely Hypoerite ourgoes 
te former inthree particnlar ſteps or degrees, - | 
- Fiſt, be hath rior 6nely ſo much fitengrh Thar. 
te ableto beare. perſecutions, and not tobee 
aanted, as the former had; but hee hath that 
niſcdome and ſtrength of underſtanding, thathe 

SiC 1s 
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hs able ro. paſſe by, andto caſheerethe honour, 
Ed att peg? preferments ofthe world, and al 
the renowne of all the high places in the world, 
fo that proſperity, I. meane all the honours ad 
preferments of thewarld, arenotabletoprevik 
with him, "Oh, faith hee, the ſturdy Hypogite 
was a foole, and was caught with the bait, but 

. feethebaitia alltheſe profits and commodities, 
and I am able to judge of the baſenefle of al 
worldly things, and therefore I am notoverty 
ken with chem :Iknow better thanis in all theſe 
if you goe naturther than liberty, profit;cale,and 
worldly prcfermenr; this Hypocrite hath ſome 
thing becter thgn all theſe, as namely the,cr- 
ccllency and beauty of the common graces whi 

| God hath wravght in him, and. whereby Ood 
bach madehim able to dee fomeduries, in thele 

| heputrs a greater exceltency avd confidence, tha 
to Chriſt ;- this is marvellous eafte andappauar, 
even amangft the. Heathens themſelves. Many 
of the Heathens themſelves have beeneſofure 
taken up with the admiration-at, and affecting! 
worall vertues, 000 man; with! paticnce, and at 
ther with temperance,they have been ſorakeny 
in meditation;and.in-the admirationofcheſs,thit 
they have trampled opon crawney,and havehals 
ly eſteemed of all the honoursof cheworld; my 
ny fpecches of the Heathen, wee baverochis pat 
pale, as that; when one ſaid, hononrs,riches,0 
cannot properly be ſaid rabe good; forchenthey 
would make him good which hath chem - as ef 
ſee wiſcdome makes a man wiſe thar harbit; = 
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heycharb. ve” riches'and honours, forthe moſt 
nartare moſt wicked and viide wretches ; there. 
vxeonely che wiſe manis che happy man, and an 
morant man is a miſcrable man ; thereforchee 
Ning the excellency of; 'and -putring 2 ' high 
price upon thelc morall vertnes, this hath made 
chemput3 high price on the one, and trample on 
- Now if Hearhen men may be ſofarreraken ap 
with cheſe morall verenes, which have onely the 
hebrof nature co. guide ther,” and never had the 
1nowledgeofChriſt to drive them beyondrhem- 
ſelves, that yet they _ doe all thisy CG 
te-may come to ſee a greater beanty thian is 
Nullcheſe. when they oe from the Spirit of 
grace; for the Heathens had but” the very ſhell 
agdoutfide of theſe, hat che Hypocrite knowes 
hevertue and benefit of theſe, andrhe eternall 
good that will come by theſe, this hee is able to. 


diſcerne, and therefore hee isablero pur a high 


picenpon theſe, andir is no wonder 4 when the 
people came to make $4%7 King, her bid bimſelfe |, 
anngit the fluffe, x Sam." To. 22. as if hee were 
worthy of the kingdome's fo that a man may 
forby-ends caſt off preferment, andeaſe, and ho- 


Secondly, whereasthe ſturdy by pocrice tooke 


S- cold temper, and an ordinary path ina 
an courſe, this hypocrite ſcornes that,and 


tes profeſt enemy rolakewarmneſle, andto a 

ycamalldifcretion in a Chriſtian courſe. This 

the zeale and forwardnefſe of this man ; but 
h SſC 2 migake 


=, 
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miſtake me nor, 'tor I doe not ſpeake this to di, 
\ hearcen a good cauſe, or' the zeal? andforwas. 
nefle ofany good man, no; Godforbid; nay, le 
that tongue taulter, and:curſed be the headthat 
contrives, or the mouth-that ſpeakes any thing 
againſt the zeale and forwardnefle of anymanin 
any goodcauſe : the way is warrantable and lay. 
fall, and muſt be done ; for though meeremoral 
vertucs will not ſave 'a Chriſtian, yet without 
them no 'man'fhall ever come to Heaven: but! 
ſpeakeall this to ſhew that. allchis may bee done, 
and yctall be ſtarkenanght. I'doe not ſpeakethis 
to diſcourage any«man, for you ſec I commend 
of this man, hee 1s hot ſwept downe from the fir. 
mament of his profefſion,as the ſturdy hypocrite | 
was,by the raileof the Dragon; bur he maintains 
_ his profeſſion with credit, and-is zealous init, he 
goes for a marvellous ;broken-hearted Chriſtian, 
he ſcornes to be a linſey-woolſey-man, halte one 
and halfe-of ariother, hee ſtands in the opende- | 
fence ofthe truth, and dares fide with the Low 
Jeſus Chriſt ; and faith as /*#, who i on ny jt, 
who? 2 Kings10.,16.Come ſte my Seale which Thor 
for the Lord of Hofts ; thus it was with PaukGu.1. 
14-Heprofited aboue many of his brethrenintbel ei 
religion, being more exceeding zealow of the gradinin 
of the Fathers: and: phil. 3.6, 7. he wasa Phariſc, 
and concerning zeale, be perſecuted the Church; it 
ching the rig "vennfine of the Law, be was blamelſt; 
and theſe be counted paine : This was all che game 
| that Paulhad, namely, that hee had ſuch pas, 
_  andgifts, and abilities todoe duries ; this w_ 


Þ 


| 
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his gaine * and becanſe hee had all theſe, hee 
chonghghe muſt needsgoe to Heaven z'nay, nay, 
i harder to g0e to Heaven than you thinke, for 
ir is another manner of worke than ſo : thegrea= 
eſt hindrance that ever Paz{ had in his converfi- 
on, wasthe carnall confadence which hee had in - 
himſelfe, there he ſtucke, - + | 

Now wherein doth the -falſenefſeof this man 
qppeare ? I anſwer, Amongſt many others ic 
diſcoyers it ſelfe moſt groſly and notoriouſly in 

theſe particulars ? 4825 

Firſt, you ſhall inde that as for leſſer ſfinnes, the 
reformation of which might ſpoile him in the 
renting of his commodities,” and marring his 
market, that he cannot ſcthimſelfe, his parts and 
commodities at ſale; he will ſlight choſe finnes, 
andmake no accountof them, and ſwallow them 
downe without any chewing ; becauſe ſuch as 
theſe bee, would hinder him in his tradiog, that 
heecould not vent and ſhew himſelfe ; and hee 
makesnogreat matter of them: this is for his out- 
wardpraciice, 

But if a mans exanefle in a Chriſtian courſe 

be ſincere, rhen he will be exa& in all things, but 
fiisexaQneſſe may give way to ſome ſinne,then 
its but hypocriſie, ir is but a cloake ard no 
loundaefſe at all : why doſt thou heare, and 
Pay, and take up duties, though theſe muſt bee 

done, if thy duties bee ſincere, andif thou loveſt - 

Utties abroad, thou wilt love them at home too: 

_ hm 2.3. Hereby we know thas wee know him, if 
” keepe by Commanade ments; if a man keepe all the 
Si1 3 Com- 
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 Commandements of God, thenbeſhall ſavingly kun 
Ged:, end bereby ber ſhall know that he Ar 
this is 2 ſigne- that ſaving faith is there, becauſe it 
makcs a man keepe all the Commandements of 
God. bur curſed bee thar' prayer which ſeemito 
ſer ir ſelfe againſt ſinne, and yer gives allowance 
unto ſfinne, That prayer and performance which 
maintaines finne, isaccurſed, and God will de 
ver accept of it : this isfor his ont fide, 
| Secondly, though this hypocrite be yery exaQ, 
and expreſle much power ofreligion in the world, 
yer follow this wretch home, and dog him tohis 
one heart-andcloſer, and there you thall finde 
bim not onely living in, bat maintaining ſome 
finne, either in his practice, or elſe in others: us 
whcnhee was abroad; ſheewould ſwallow downe 
ſach ſmaller ſinnes as would hinder him inthe 
venting of himſelfe : ſo at home hee maintains 
ſome diftemper either in his family, or in him- 
ſelfe. A man out of the ſtrengrh of parts, andthe 
excellency of his judgement, and the ability that 
God hath beſtowed upon him,may doe this, that 
whercſoever hecomes, he will comfort andquic 
ken,and exhort and pray with ochers: theleate 
goodduries, I doe nor diſcommend them : but 
be returnes home,and is churliſh,and dogged,and 
crucll to his ſervants, and takes up a pangofpaſſ- 
on, and wi{l bee apon the houſe top for every tf 
fle, and this is conſtant too, this is the bane of fe | 
ligion and profeffion- Of this Rraine are thok 


 thatfortheirparts and gifts are marvellous/arg?, 


and they will goe from this houſe to rhachouſe 
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| roptay, and yernever pray itheir owne families, 
nor never humble chemſelves before God ;; as it 
the performance of a ſervice publikely, could 
tate all thereſt in ſecret ; It was not for his ſtate 
opray privately in-hiscloſer, but onely amongſt 
others; ſome of theſe we have heard of, and we 
make no queſtion bat there:are more of this fea 
ther;.if you know any ſuch, either make them 
xvoke theſe things, or elſe caſheere them 3 the 
ſervant baply is religions, and-cherefore he isre» 
ſolyed, he will not dwell. but where he may have 
liberty to heare, and he will indent with his ma« 
ſtrand muſtres, that he will bavethe fellowſhip. 
ndcommunion of ſuchand ſuch ;. rhisis all ve- 
r5g00d, and Love ſuch ahcart : bur marke now 
vhen they returne home they are idle, and un- 
fubkul, and tvrdy, and; they are maſters and 
niſheſſes, and will pot bee governed, and their 
plea is this z, My maſter is a carnallman, my mi- 
ſtresis 4 carnall woman $; bar if they are carnal, 
the Commandement is ſpirituall, and the duties 
voyned are holy 2: and cherefore thoſe prayers 
ofthine which maintaine thy finne, will oneday 
dean acculrion againſt thee,bur will never com- 
lar thy conſcience: this is not erue rcligion;, all: 
Jour ſetting your ſelves to ſale, andall your out- 
lide ſhewes and reformations, it 1$nor all worth: 
nh, unkfſe there bee the diſcharge of altthofe 
Uties that God requires: If.there were ſaving 
aith, and if ever thy ſoule reſted upon Jeſas 
Criſt, hee would inable thce tra all duties, as 
Well as one, and cauſe thee to make conſeicnce - 
all, 
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all, as well as in one; faith would make thee 


 ſhew forrh the power ofgodlinefſe, guiding thee, 


faith would make thee pray in private 3$ well 4 
inpublike; For as faith doth crucifie the fleſh, Gd, 
5. 24+ ſo alſo is makes a mana newereature: 2 Cor,s, 
17. It makes a new husband, a new wife, wills 


new Chriftian: therefore letthemprofeſſe what 


they will, follow them home to theirhouſes and 
cloſers, and you ſhall fiade them to bee errand 


 theeves and robbers, and rob God of bis goy, 


the Lordof Heaven wil! finde out ſuch, and con» 
demnethem continuing ſo. 

| Thirdly, this is that which cuts the finews, 
and finkes the heart of. this hypocrite, this will 
put him to the criall, more than ever any thing 


, did; thisis that which will goeto the quicke,and 


make him appeare what hee is, and either finde 


- him ſound, orelfe flie off altogether, If there 


come another Chriſtian of the ſame ranke and 
place, that excecds him in parts and abilities, 0 
that this manis noteſteemed, and his commods- 
ty is not regarded, this touches his freehold ; ifit 


| were inthe matter of honoursor riches, he would 
| notcare : bur now when he ſces his light to 


dimme and darke,and noman hath an eye tolum 
and his commodity Hy naughe, then tou 
mansheart is quaſhed, heeis weary ofthe name 
and preſence of chat man, and loth tobeein ÞY 
company, and loth to doe any thing while hee? 


there, and hee wiſheth ſecretly that ſach am 


had never come tothe rowne : wharsthe re 


{of it? becauſe before this mancame, bis _ 
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ry went off caſily, and hee was reſpetted forhis 

63and gifts: And marke what followes, ej- 
het God will humble him, and bring him npon 
tisknees, or elſe be will fall off from his profeſli- 
1n indall, and will ratker be content robe a baſe 
carter, than to have no credit 2 If the Lord 
wreake his heart and humble him, bleſſed bee his 
Name for.itz but ;if God doe not humble him, 
but that hefalls off, then he commonly proves an 
emy to Religion, and God, and Goſpell; and 
algoodnefle, 

Laſtly this hypocrite fals ſhort of ſaving faith, 


\ A. 
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$inall the former things before mentioned of 


the ſturdy hypocrite, as namely, thathe was ne- 
ver traly hambled, hee was never effeually per- 
[waged by the Spirit ofthe Father to reſt upon 
his free grace in Chriſt, and hee did not make a 
right choyce of Chriſt 2 for if hee had ſeene an 
dlolate need of Chriſt, then hee would have pri- 
ed Chriſt more than all parts and gifts, becauſe 
bee had gotten Chriſt which was better chan all 
iisabilities ; but he hath made a match with his 
ſervices and abilities, and hath only traded with 
Ciriſt ; he faild in all theſe, but the maine wound 
ofthis hypocrite lies here, hee reſts not upon the 
LordJeſus Chriſt, but upon his owne bottomes, 
ndhisowne abilities and performances, which 
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Saviour, 
All this will not doethe deed, brethren, it is 
'rowng but landing which will doe the deed; 
"7a theguiſe of thoſe wretched Hypocritesin 
FEE: Eſay 
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Codinables him to diſcharge, and ſo he fals ſhore 
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< | Eſay 56. 3. they plead with God, and bepin x 
= wrangle becauſe he heard chem wAryy, ; 
| havewefuſted, and thow regardeſt it not ? asf they 
| bhadfaid, Thon mnſt needs doe it, what hall] 
weep ſo much,and knocke my breſt ſo hard, a 
\ crie out, and turne tothe Lord, and will nor! 
| this doethe deed? no, for ifthon couldſt bowl 
| rill chy mouth failed,and goe mourning all i 
dayes, and goe howling downe tothe grare, 

thou haſt not Chriſt in alltheſe, ir willneverdoe 

| thee any good : what ayailes it a mantofailety 
and downe int! cſhip, and can never gettoland? 
he muſt certainly periſh ithe have no comfort; 
 doenordelude. your owne hearts, you maytoy 
 ropanddowne in holy duties, and goe from fine 
| todutie, and from duty to finne, and never come 
 toChriſt, faith reftsnpon Chriſt, andnot upon 
dutiesz we muſt noe negle& duties, burwe maſt 
not reft in them. Thus you: ſec where this man 
| fals ſhort of ſaving faith : now to ſetic home alit 
tle, you ſce there are but few that have ſaving 
| faith, if the ipnorane man'went our at onedoore, 
| and the carnall Goſpeller at the other, and'the 
| meerecjvilt man at the other, and all the hypo- 
 crites were patinto a corner, where wouldther 
| be any faith found vpon the face of the canh? 
how few have faich ? and how difficult is 

| ger faith ? the Lord convince your judgements 
of it; you ſee how farre men goe, and yer ner 
| bayc one graine of ſaving faith : what remains 

| thend there are twothings evident from hence: 
Firſt, yon charare graciows and are the $6 
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of God, and fee the baſcnefſe of the hearts of "* 


wicked men, 20C Your Wayes home and fall co 
jiog; Ob that wee could leave preaching and 
exringa little, and all of ns fall to praying, and 
0ex20inaion ; brethren, ler gs leave preaching 
and hearing, 2 alt of us fall to monening, char 
hercare {2 few beleevers2 you maſters, goe your = 
nzyes home and moarne, that fo many live in 
oarfamilies, and yet for few have gotten good 
5 the «dinances of God z- you that travell up 
ad downe,mourne in fecrer,and lay, Here is eye- 
ry wan bafie in the world, one makes hafte cliis 
way, another that way z ſo many chapmen and 
dothiges going vp and downe every weeke, and 
jthowfew goe home to Chriſt by faich;and re- 
cnemerey from him 2? intruch Icondemne my 
- 1 emhann _ _ a heart ro-monme 
- We reproye their: anes,andeondemne 
vem-for their finne, and wee maſt doe ſo'; bar 
wereaethe heart bloud peticions thar wee par 
focthem > and where are the teares rhiar wee 
wke for the ſlaine of onr people? if they witf 
reGgneto hell, letus bury chem wick birrer fa= 
nentations, and not only: ſhould we doe this, bur 
a Ct 'mochers, - and you that 
- yourender hearted wives, 


andyoaprize them, and love 
them, con- 


" my T2 


: 
3 
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Giswhonyou ſee-your hubands take lewd 
Upſes, let: your hearts breake over them, and 

F: Oh wee is: mer for that poore Inwbandof 
WE, lab 5.18. Het hoobelervrrh nor, # condemns 
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ned already , hee is calt in heaven and inleat, 
| both: by:law and Goſpell, there is no releefefy 
| him: can you ſit by a condemned husband, und 
eat and drinke, andlye by a condemned hugband, 
and. cever, mourne for him? haply you folloy' 
| him from one taphoule :to another, and (till x 
\ condemned man : doe you love your hacbands) 
| if they were poore, you would mourne for them, 
'| if they were dead, you would mourne forthem, 
and ſay, alas,lam lefra poore widow but he is 
 acondemned husband, and hath not a dram of 
fairh, and yet youcanno: mourne forhim : mce 
- thinkes the ſight of this ſhould make you (inke 
againe, but alas ourhearts are flinty , and wecan- 
' not mourne ; and the Jike I may ſay of youme- 
thers, there are many of you, whom God hath gi- 
ven children, beaurifull, obedient, andwiſe, 0h 
 mourne for them that ſo many come inte the 
world, and ſa few come home to Chriſt by faith, 
| the Lord be mercifull co us in this laſt age ofthe 
world, wee meerly ſcramble for our owne c:m- 
| fort, andregard not our ſalvation, thereforegrt 
you homeand-mournefor them,and ſay;Otithel 
poore childreas which Ehave brought up, and hl 
much comfort from, they are poore conde 
children ! this were enough to finke'us- 
Secondly, ir ſhould bee a ground to maken 
ſearch into our-ſelyes;; and thinke that the'ſkle 
ſtands .at-our doore , imagine:the hand-wiiting 
Comes upon ny man, _ let _ m_ - 
ts portion, and ſay, No faith, no anew 
conſequently no. Glvaton by Chriſt yu 
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h owne ſoule;and ſay; Have Ifonnd faith in the 


LordJeſus Chriſt? ifthere benor, then I cantell. 


mowne doome , the ſentence is paſt already, 
q?ll we chinke of theſe, and-yertive quietly? lay: 
his under your pillow;and ſay; How'can I fleep? 
; condemned man and ſleep? what if God (honld 
rake away my life ere morning? hell is prepared, 


and1fall into it ; let every man take account of 
tis owne hearty and-ſay, Have I ary faith? huſ-- 
band,wife;childe, haſt chon'any faich? Tr may be, 


ith one, I bave ir-as well as another, bat how 
doe you prove it ?. and how will you doe if you 
have it not ? no-1gnorant-perſon, no carnall Goſ= 


peller, none of all theſe hath faictr, whar ſo many 


nen-that have ſo much knowledge, and: yer fall 
ſhortof faith and ſalvation ? Lord,whar ſhall be-- 
come of mee ? is there any faith here? make it 
pcodthen,or elſe yeeld the day,andconfeſſe, thar 


there is no faith,and then there is fome hope, ſay, . 


Lama thouſand miles off from faith, I: never: 
knew:what it. was to be thus inlightened, and to 
dee wounded for finne, I can commit finne, and. 


Eodtrv Rn L never knew what it-was to. 


wounded for fione,Ineyer knew what it was 
to de'Zealous in a good courſe, there are many 
fri-craths, that I have not a. heart toreceive, 
| confeſſe; I have no faith ; riow-if fon yeeld this, 
ten'there is ſome-hope'thar you may get oury/ 
thereforetake this advice; goe. to ſome faithful, 
lumble experienced Chriſtian,and to ſome faith- 
full Miniſtcr, and increatthem to adviſe you how 
wet faith, but doe not goe to a faithleſſe hearr, 
| = T ee 3 | that 


513. 
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that bath no favour of grace,nor godveſſein hin, 
how can be rel that which be zever bad experi 
epce of ? make privie ſearch, wherher cver you 
had grace or no, and if noc, es lhe to 
the way how to came to it; if a mans ſite did 
lye at hazzard, he wanld have every mans opi- 
nin, 3nd bes won meuireof thi man alt 
__ LE 
good, would DO pUIREs Nor 
caſt z much mare ſhould we doe it for the title 
of exernall life : rhere is mach conterfeie faich in 
_ the world, and thouſands periſh por this 
ground, l:ke mares in the funne, aod a-ver knon 
where they are, all cheyare in bell; tberefregoe 
ro the Lordby prayer, axke the council of lone 
taichtull Miniſter, and never reſt call rby heat 8 
4 range 


F* Lp. Ic js of exhortation : yourkse oe he wo, 


— tiecialereffe8uad © calling-ro Chrift. 


"Firſt, youmultabourto ger faith, we-ought to 
make itoar daily take: and ſtudy, the aime of a 
mansdefire, the maine wWhire and marke that we 
oald ſhoot at in alloyrabours:Lwould norhave 
men account this a3 d matter of (ourſe,a dutie re- 
fryed for a rainy day, as ſometime 4 have obſer- 
ved here in the countrie;they will delay their baſe 
fervices, their leſſer neceffities for a rainy day, 
when they can do-nothingelſc;bur Olccus eount 
it the moſt necefiary duty;andnottorgſervefaich 
for a fick bed, anold age crazy body,omly to ger 


faith to goe unto Chri when weare going our of 


the worldz no, this is;unſeaſonable,rhis is unreaſo- = 
nable, and therefore take thishome to you. art! 

mike it the maine buſtacfle of eby liferoger faich: 
Iwould have a Chriſtian count all the endevours 
that he did, beſides his duties and performances, 


tocount them all loſſe, whereinhe hath not made 
lom: ſtepinthi* glorioun.grace: why 2 alas ! zour 
keating, your ſacrifices, will never profit you, un- 
eſſe you have a hcar: to beleeve ; nav, thy pro- 
| y_. thy bleflings arecurſed, unleffe thon haſt 

vgrace of faith': faith will make thee honou- 
nble inthy honour ; faith will make thee blef- 
ſed in proſperitie : /0bu 6, 28. O how ſhall weworke 
the workes of feith £ marke how hee anſwerech, 
Way > 1his « the worke of God, thas you beleeve , 
Wy, would yon doe that which God might rake 
eotenement in 2 Orhis pleaferth the Lord admi= 
bly, and contenteth him wonderfully, when he 
leeththe ſoule eaves hotiour, and leayes profpe- 
KK, and leaves the world, and —_— 

2bri 
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The Seules effeFualt calling te Chriſt, 
that hath no favour of grace,uor godneſſeis him 
how ean he tel! that which be never ws 
ence of ? make privte ſearch, whether ever yay 

* , hadgrace orna, andifnor, then labonr to know 

| theway how-to came to it; if a mans ſtate did 
lye at hazzard, he waeld have every mans opi- 
nion, and bee wauld inquireaf this man audthat 

man, whether his evidences were ound, and his 
title gacd, and he would ſpare. far napaines ngr 
coft z much mare ſhould we doe it: for the title 
of erernall life : rhere is mach canterfeir faithin 
the world, and- thouſands periſh upon this 
ground, hke mates-in the ſunne, and never know 
where they are, till cheyare in hell; therefaregoe 
ro the Lordby prayer, axke the countellof ſome 
fajehfiull Miniſter, and never reſt cill thy heart 
perlwaded of ir. 


* Lf. It is of exhortation': you that ſee the. way, 
walke in it, you that know the way, I ſhouldict 
an edge on. your deſires and endevours, kabou, 
I fay, bardfor this blefſed grace; as for youthat 
have beene labourers, youare tobe encowaged, 
cant! ue your prayers, | and quicken thoſe ende- 
vaurs every day more-and more: : you that fe- 
ver did yet, you are tobe provoked to the pet: 
formance of the dutie, and: give no [1eep; unto 

areyes,nor reftuneo your ele, uncill youlve | 
is 2 ant] hore are wa thingzrobedone: 
- Eirſt, you muſthabourto-geris.  - © 

Secandly, youmuſt labourto uſe ic whetty0# 
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Telt.y0multiabourtoget faith, we-ought to 
_ daily taxke and ſtudy, the _— A 
mans defire, the maine whire and marke thar we 
Goald ſhoot at in alliourhbours:Iwould nothave 
men account this a$d matter of (ourſe,a dutie re= 
orved fora rainy day, as ſometim=.4 have obſer- 
redherein the countrie,they will delay their baſe 
frvices, their leſſer neceflicies for a rainy day, 

when they can do-nothingelfſc:but Olecus eount 
it the moſt neceffary duty;and nottoreferve faich 
fora fick bed, anoldagea crazy body,only to ger 
fithro goe unto Chriſt, when weare going our of 
the world no,this is,unfeaſonablegrhis is unreaſo- 
nable, and therefore take thishome to you. ard 
mike iethe maine buſiacfle of eby life,roger faich: 
would have a Chriſtian count all the endevours 
that be did, beſtdes his duties and performances, 

tocount them all loſſe, whereinhe Lack not made 
om: ſtep inthisglorioun.grace 2 why 2 alas | zour 
heating, yoar ſacrifices, will never profit you, un- 
elſe you have a heart to beleeve ; nav, thy pro- 
Yer, thy bleſſings arecurſed, unleffe thou haſt 

grace of faith: faith will make thee honou- 

mic inthy honour ; faith will make thee blef- 
ſed in proſperitie : /6bn 6, 28. O how ſhall weworke 
te werkes of faith 8 marke how hee anſwerech, 
Way ? this « the worke of God, thas you beleeve , 
wiy, wonld you doe that which God might rake 
Otentment 1a 2 Othis pleaferh the Lord admi= 
ably, and contenteth him wonderfully, when he 
ſectithe foule keaves hotiour, and leaves profpe- 
| NK, and leaves the world, and A 
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Chriſt,and lieth at hisfootftoole;and will were 
leave him nor forſake him, this pleaſeththe Lord 
admirably : it is true, allduries are Yo withthis 
grace, but none of themwillipleaſe God without 
this ; chou maiſt pray untiſhthy eyes are way, 
untill thy hearr-ſiskerh, and thy Spirit fainterh, 
yet without faith-the Lord careth not for thy 
beſt performances: if a poore Chriſtian, whoſe 
parts are not ſo-ſtrongy whoſe prayers ate fioth 
powerfull, can bue-foband figh our a prayer in 
faith, this is more pleaſing to the Lord : Eccleſ.y, 
a man will doe any thing, that he may live; all 
mans labour, it is that he'might live ; what wik 
thou labour for clothes to cover thee, and meat 
-ronourth thee, and wares for thy ſhop, and not 
for Chriſt and faith to fave thy ſoule?, therefore 
when your carnall friends would wichdraw your 
endevours, 'and tay, what neederh all theſe pray- | 
ers? and what needetlrall theſe endevours? an- 
ſ[wer,what,wonld you nor have me live? obſerve 
the ſcope of all motions, and the end of all + 
bour is reſt: the poore ſea-faring man, his'eye 
is upon the ſhoare, when his hand is tugging 
the oare; the traveller his body is in the way, 
and his heart is ar home the ſouldier fighteth, 
chat he might have a peaceable vitone ; thepeo- 
ple in the wilderneſſe were travelling, andat ial 
they had reſt; Heb. 4. 3, wee are thus wildering, 
wee are thus travellers, and wee are thus poore 
ſea-faring men, that are toffed up and downethe 
waters # the world, and in ſeas of forrow, ard 
thetrath is; we are ſo in wrath; and vengea, 
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»h:treft, bebarh entredinto chat reſts Brethren, 
+ Wl the is we are toſſed, we are thus troubled ; 
niſcries withour, horrour within, Wouldyon 


i not now be at reſt? there is no*more' horrour 
7 20 trouble you, no more vengeance-to- 

6 Wl thee; ho morewrath to haunt thee ler th eye 
: WH beopon the ſhoare;; pray ro beleeve, and-heare 
WM vbeſeeve; and labourto deheave, labour forthar 
, Wh ff: s 
Forthe further clearing of the point, I wil 
t tere diſcover rhree particulars: © 
1-[willſhew you Fo the bladraacevef faith, 

2 Iwill ſhew you the means to get faith, 
3Iwill ſhew you the motives *o perfirnds 
youtolabour for ir. 

i What cheſe be thar Hinder a mera = 


w. > herein'the jw foros 
are very man 

th therefore oli of as bevotte: 
fullto foreſee theſe hindrances, and robe watch- 
fall to prevent theſe 2. Satan above all doth 
kbour to hinder ſoule this way , 
tee wonld not have « man chaſte, hee would 
bot have a man regenerate, he would not have 
(mn mecke and humble, bur above all, hee 
would not have him beleeve, forthen heknowes 
leis gone : Ifhe bee ſo vielentto caſt hindran- 
"nour way, wee hoald bee as watebfull and. 
atchllto woidtheſe hindrances, Ie is thar wee 
lullobſerve concerning Perer;Saren faith our S- 
Vvyv viour, 
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viour, defires ro winnew thee ;. Now-that Chiif 
timed at, was that he wonld wisnow his faith, and 
abriſt laboured to fortifie thar,for ſaich be, 1 have 
hap thy faith. faile nos z, 25 if he had faig, if 
aico holds, all halds: the Devill fights neither 
againſt ſmall nor great, bur onely againg faith; 
he deales with faith, as one enemy doth with ano- 
ther in the field jn fighe one againſt anorher, if 
the enempperceive'thac there.is ſome caſtle, or 

ſometrench, to which the contrary fide have re- 
ſort upon all occaſions, all their aiming is tocut | 
off cheir pallage & the bridge, that they may not 
come to the ſhelter, and chen they.can conquer 


them, and prevaile againſtthem as they lift. This 
is an ordinary care that one encmy hath againſ 
another : So Satan deales with the ſoule,. hee 
ealily perccives that the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and 


his promiſes, are-che caſtle of 8 dilircfied foule; 
they- are the trenches whereia the ſoule way re- 
fre(þ ir {clfe,and finde ſuccour upon all occaſions, 
Now Satan labours tocut off the paſſage ofcon- 
hdence, and. take away tbe bridge of belecfe, 
when hee binders. a wan from reſting and belec- 
ving in Chriſt, he cues him from comming tobis 
ſhcker andcaſtle,therefore he can prevaile againſt 
him as hee pleaſe. Therefore let the ſoule beſo 
much the more wary to prevent theſe bindrancts, 
becaule Satanis ſo carctull and watchfull to lf 
hindrances inthe way,and ro fortific all fides that 
we may notbeleeve in Chriſt ; this is the greateſt 
labor of Satan, to-hinder us, let it bee our gre®: 
tcſtendovourtoatraine its. - Now 
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"Now to deale more plainly, the hindrances 
har Satan caſts in our way:to keepus from be- 
leving, are of two ſors, The firſt are thoſe hin« 
4rances that doe difinable a man from comming 
Chriſt, as having notirle to him; no-incereſt in 
his mercy: ſome hindranccs doe really with- 
bolda man, that he cannot rely upon, and repair 
unto the Lord Jeſus Chriſt : Other there-bee 
ane, that doe nortake away our intereftin the 

es; they doe not hinder our title we have 


are but wee hinder our ſelves from comes 


ming to Chriſt, becauſe weeare not wiſe to pre- 
yent theſe hindrances as wee ſhould, and avoid 


themaswe ought. 

Firſt, wee vill beginne with theſoemes, and 
thequeſtion i is, what are thoſe reall hindrances 
tha keepe the ſoule thar it cannor beleevEin the 
Lord Tefrs, that ie never ſhall belecvs in the 
Lord Tefus, npon theſe termes in thateſtateand 
condition, thoſe G hiadrences arecfpecially foute : 
EREReTs MdeeteaateRs 

a which commonly 
nkrs poſſeſſion of the hearrs of n1en; whereby 


 theycontere themſelves wich their condixzion;be- 


«Ky know noe pg a of their ©: 


1 noſac mayer 

d and deluded; / When"men cry- Peace, 
9nd ſoules, when chey canchude their 
'robeno bercer, be 
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| The Soules effeBual calling zo Chriſt, 
miſery of it, Theſe cannot ſee the excellency f 


S— 
LEDs 


: 


faich, cherefore cannor make a ſtep to goe to 
Chriſt by faith , ſuch a ſoule js rivetced and ſerucd 
co his baſe wretched condition : therefore there 
1$no trading with him in matters of faith; tillhis 
conſciencebe a wakened, and his finnes diſcoye. 
red. The text fairh, The whole need nor he Phyſyix 
ax, andehcrefore willnotſecke him; nay, bewill 
not receive him when he comes, he cares not for 
bim; while we thinke our ſelves whole,and fafe, 
and ſound, and ferred, and ſpeake peace toour 
fonles in our naturallcondition ; wee lookenot 
after Chriſt, : neither will wee receive -Chriſt, 
if hee come to our doores, It isa fine paſlageof 


ſaith; H, 


ginall-is prettie. - © '** 
- "There isakindeof 


he 


LISTED «{ Bu{w” 1 6 39 , : 
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ſeerh nothing; 'be lookes afteras- 
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———_ ofectwal calling eo Chriſt; 


dikorered , and their con{ciences awakened. 1 
woader Miniſters ſhould 'make this adoe, cannor 
nen goeto Heayen withourfuch aſſtirre?-they 
ke no_neede therefore they: defire no oh. 
this is that the Lord obferves'of the Church of 
Laodicea; Revel. 3. which was an argument of 
the baſe eſtate ſhe was ir) Thos ſaift rho art rich 
ndueedeft nothing, and knowett nos that: chow are 
pure, and blnde, and miſerable, and naked, becauſe 
ſhe knew nos ber miſerie, ſhee never laboured ro goe ro 
Cbrift, to be freed from her miſery z anditis 'ob» 
lerved/ Zephany 5. 12; when the Lor& would 
diſcover a cople chat ſhonld beleeve, hee (airh, 
I will leave "an aff};fed and' a prove people; a' p60, © 
ſoul chat rrembles at Gods wut and ſeecls his miſt- 
4h bets like to lovke ont for ſuccour frows tie Lord 
nu rr, chatplace; obs 12.39:marke 
or two, 'theylate very obſervable and 
rthe pointinhands = 
"Iver our Savicti ſpeaking of the Jewes, faith; 
they could not beleeve ;, hee addes'the reafon; for 
fiith, The hears of chiis people'is waxenfur, hee 
Mirded theis ejes, andbardaed their bearts, left 
they ſbenl4 ſee with their” eyes, aud beleeve with their 
ty 01d ſheuld bee converted, ant od weed 
them : "There re two” paſſages" 
"ytheby, that beleeving and converting areall 
on $criprore, hee ſaith, they could not beletvwe, 
ther they night nor be converted ; bur bere was the 
why they:conld: not belceve : Theiy eper 


wr Hlinded, ard ehels bragrs were hard ny 
etc" La ſenſeleſs tenammed” ſecure carfed 


V-vv 3, | courſe, 


4 Fo 


ha. i — 


Texans anerioga Onts ; 


courſe | they hope tobe ſaved, and allis welland | 
they never ſce what condition chey.are in, ll , 
they arein Hell ; therefore-chey never ſeekeay | 
for mercy : Therefore. Chriſt faith r0.the Jewey 
Tce-ni# 108 come 10.me:#0:be ſavel,-for bow can 
belerve, when yee ſeeke the honour ane of anather; and 
ſeeke not the honourthat comes. from God. Jtivim- 
pollible for a man to. bee in-He)l and inHeaven 
both at once, ſor light and darkncfleto bee toge 
ther i-one place, for a man toreſt 
ardupon the teee grace of Chriſt, as long as thy 
art ſerled;aslongastrou reſteſtin thy banks 
as long as thou liveſt if a fiaturall ſleepy condith 
on, Tell it to your. children, you thatarePs 
rents 3. tell ir __ your: husbands, you thatare 
waves; | husband, wo you beleeve? .childe, 
how can you beleeve? when thou ſeckeſt we 
the honourof God , bur ſerleſt thy ſelfe a_ 
| baſe rebellions, and reſteſtupon y 

Thus weeſee the hindrance, it is aſlcepyſeev 
carcleſnefſe of condition. TONE 

 - Now the cure of it is this, namely, QOUr (0 
inforce:thy ſelfe, touching chine owne eſtate,nd 
pinch thine owne heart, awaken and ftirte up 
ſoule, and pinch thine owne heart in che appit 
henfion of that miſcry,-and wofalneſſe of 
condirion thou! art 0, anth ou. ſhall 


MR on Mo ner regs: \ irs 
another better than bimſelfe * bee you 0! ſo 'wiſt 
Every poore finner is aſlecpe and ſecure _ 


_— 


_— Sinkeales effeBnall 


a 


—— 
'y 


" 27 480 W 3 
alling 19-Chriſt, 


—< willhis eyes be open? he will never ſee, he 
a awaken bimfeifes andjog' him; and 
ginch him, awaken bim you muſt; 'belecve the 
vord, you are in a fearfull condirion, inamiſcra- 
ble eliate, Ee tyranny as 

A natural man, is anaccurſedman; thusdeale 
onewith another, and refolye of this in; ewoor 
thee paſſages, Let every man ſay-the' Word is 
me; and reaſon undeniable; unlefle I'bealtered: 
in my condition, Fſ\ball bee confounded in'my 
condition; unleſſe I be anorher man, 'Tamanac- 
carſed man ; unlefſe I bee borne againe by tte 
Word; it had beene berter for mee Thad never 
beene borne into the world. 'I muft'nor thinke 
that Chriſt will carry myſoule and my finnes co 
Hewen together : Imaſt notperſwade my heart 
tharfleſh and blood canenter intotheKingdome 
offeaven : no heart, ir will not be, yon are ſlee- 
pandfloggiſh, and you chinke-Chriſt will ſave 
j0u4n0,no, tis true'Chrifticametofave ſinners, 
and tis a3 rue Chrift came /rohumble'finners, 
ad to fanRifie ſinners, and to-convertinners : 
Chriſtcame to fave! bis ſervancs from -ſinne, as. 
vel as from Hell: Tell:rhon thy” owne heore 
bus, andneyer be quier till chou affet thy ſoule 
nhthe apprehenſion of Chriſt ; I am a miſera< 
ble man, and ſhalt bee ſofor ever, if I continue in 
Wscondirion, | | 

ondly, againe, imagine that the heare is 
Ow awak eneds tierls pecthetimcr beginnes ro 
ſearhee muſt change ; hee lookesabour, and 
Mctiyey Cod is angry, and his Ennes arc hai- 

nous, 


The ranerefſedacie wn tC 


noue, and hell-is gaping:for a 
els him, _ ts yout perrion, thithtopmny 
clſcan rue ary mane [When the ſoule * 
cthinke of this; that he muſt bee alter k vn 
ged the other-hindrance of faith is chis;che 
ſinner thinkes heecan change himſelfe'; thay: 
another mainehindrance,andir is one of ehegres. 

reſt hindrances under Heaven, Firſt; the for 
thinkes ir needsno change; wha ſaith the Gl 
doe you -tell mee of Hell, «bl Nagger wh py conſci 
- .cnce, I thinke my ſelfe welle 
niſterswillnoclcrme alone. Boe nor befkok 
muſt change, and thinkes with himſelfe, cicher 1 
moſt bave-my foulebumbled, and my life telor 
med, or elſe gae downe to Hell ; and thenhs: 
ſhuffles for himſelfe, and: ſharkes for: his own: 
comfort; and hopes to change himſelfe, andheh 
himſclfe ont of miſery,hee conceives itis.inhs 
Paws to procnre his ſafety, and to ſatisfied 
he wrongdone to. God, he now becomes Sh 


Where is Chriſt now? be koaps the Rafſtoks 
owne hand now, and hee will {till have icinkis 
owne power to proctre.his owne 
This isthat every man is naturally given tf 
| bemuſtalrer, he will hayeir in bis owne pore 
_ toalter himſelfe, and favehimſclte,” . _ ** 

This ſeemento we ro dere monk gots 
; young mans Matthew 19. | 
| Totrade for life and bappineſſe: Whet balls, 

| Jaithhe, ro gaine corneal Be? Chriſt Mn a 


—— 


1yt ?.as though hee\ 
hand, bur afore ka with God ; as. who ſhould 


Tg jo #8 off 


"Ih Soules refering ro 


pay, = all keepe the Commandements : : Thes "—— 
wi commit adaltery, thew ſhale not fteale, fe. Thave 


tt all theſe from my youth, ſaith hee, what wane 7 
$1? a whoſhouldſay \if thoo haveniot enon gh, 


hog ſhalt have cno.. , k beforcI goe, I willy ay 

thee pon the naile, I will be aforchand with 

[will not owe thee a farchin token : What wane 
i not bee onely even 


ly, hecould not miſſe Heaven, if he could doe as 
tethoughrke wa3 able to doe. Tohaealla mans 


goxdin another,to receive all ſpiritual good from 


anther,t1'sis chat nature is hardly broughrunto, 


 adyet thismuſtbe done,if ever we beleeve.” 


\To make the matter plaine 0:1 of Scri 


 thswasche maine hindrance that kept the ewes 


from imbracing Jeſus Chriſt : menthinke they 
ae the braveſt Chriſtians in the world,” becauſe 
tity have this, and can doe that, becauſe they in- 
joptheſe abilities, nay performe theſe ſervices; 
notthat a man ſhould now nor doe theſe, bar the 
reſting here, and eo thinke rohelpe 8/ mans ſelf 
by this Ob and the taking up & mans reſt 
in theſe meanes, and the opinion of merit, 

ON betw-o i | Rom: fie 3. For 1 


RET arte 


firfiith the text, qr torn 
"Wſ, anl or gg jeg te OE 


_- 


righeconſneſſe, have not ſubmitted themſeloes yh, 

| rigbreowſneſſe of Godin Chriſt: what is the reaſons 

| this? becanſethey wentabourt to eſtabliſh they 

| o'ynerighteoulſneſle. BEER 

| - Threetkingsthere be in the third verſefara 
ale: 

Miſt, tbat 4 man canuot be ſued by bis owne right: 
| euſneſſe, but by the righteouſneſſe of God, in ml 
through Chrift. i L 

Sccondly,char it i 4 point of ſubmiſſion and[vij. 
fon, ( Oh marke this ) #nd it 5 @ great point, it i 
| point of bamilitie and ſubmiſſion 19 take and recig 
ri _ effe from another, It is a great poiutal 
| ſabmiflion, ro have all from Cbriſt, and nothing 
| our ſelves to have grace from Chriſt, and con- 
fortfrom Chriſt, this is admirable.  - | 

Now what hinders this ſubmiſſion ? why? third 


1y.cherext faith, They went about ro eftabliſh thei 
- | owne p ern of their owne worker, as if that 


ew chag fn eſt of the cghroeſe 
them dag in fe 

| Cheſt, orb the Bf the whole cation of the 

 Jewes fell ſhort of Chriſt in this point: the &- 

| condplace, is Zeme. 9. 31,32. Parke howhe re 

| fone then (8a ſhale 
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hrbeworteref the law, Three chings againe here 


1 the text conſider : 
Firſt, what ſhall we ſay is it poſſible? what, a 


Geniile faved, and a Jew condemned? what, & 
Gedtile that knew not God, artaine metcie, and 
the eres and people of God, caſt off from mers 
G&? what ſhall wee fay then? why? marke the 
xt, a Gentile that neyer traſted to his owne 
touſheſſe, that is, a miſerable ſinfulfereatare - 
be ſeth himſelfe needing, , haply a curſed dron- 
kard,or an S_ the Lord opens his eyes,dif- 
(refs his ſinnes, and makes him ſee he is a loſt 
in tnakes him fee, that a Chriſt muſt fave 
the ſinnes of his prayers, and a Chriſt 
muſt ſave hit from the finnes of his performan» 
(ts, orelſe he i3 att undone man for ever; Ano» 


ther tannow, the Jew he ſooghr after rhe law, 


hath they were ſtritt in the formunce of the 
liv, theyhad their circttncition, their ws 
dll feryices, upon all occefionsenrionfly chow 


dmes this to paſſe now, tharthe one is ſaved,,md 


the ther damned » becauſe the one will be be- 
ling to Chriſt, the other will not, therefore 
mo hath tetcicgthe ow hath _ " 
we Wi explainerhe' point, 2 epra- 
eb Nit : Ap jn How tea procure their 
is kinde? take 42' poore fmner 
thatls wfalle into/ 2baſ courſe, whir is thecourſe 
bee thiees to ſhve hiredelfie? bee is informodavhat 
wad conſtienceisawakened, therefore 
aeth aſide, and forceth himſelfe, dh 
b fore fhis Heart to 4 tHherirg for, and Hhrrc 
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"$26 The $0ules effefiuaB calling ro Chriſt, * 

| | riehcconſneſſe, hove not ſubmitted themſulne 
ve, of God in Chriſt: whar is t and ch 

- this? becanſe they went about to eſtabliſh thei 
one righteouſneſle. | py 

Three things there be in the third verſeforoy 

ale: 

Firſt that a man canuot be ſaved by bic owne rights 
 euſneſſe, but by the righteouſneſſe of God, in ai 

thy ough Chrift . ; 
' | © Secondly,rhar it « a point of ſubmiſſion andſeljs 

' fie, ( Oh marke this ) #nd it x a great point, it is 

| point of bumilitie and ſubmiſſion to take and rexig 
righteouſuefſe from another, It is a great pointd 
ſabmiſiion, ro have all from Chriſt, and nothing 

| our ſches to bave grace from Chriſt, and con- 

| fortfrom Chriſt, this is admirable. - 
Now what hinders thisſubmiſſion ? why? third 


ly.the text ſaith, They went about ro eftabliſh thir 
| owne me rmceaſuee of their owne worker , as if that 
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| Hemi inorſel of he iments 
Qbeilt, rf is the firſt, the whole oarion of the 
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htheworker of the law. Three chings againe here. | 
1 the text conſider : 


Firſt, what ſhall we ſay? is it poſſible? what, a 
Geniile faved, and a Jew condemned? what, & 
Gedtile that knew not God, artaine metcie, and 
the ſevves and people of God, caſt off from mers 
de? what ſhall wee fay then? why? marke the 
xt, a Gentile that neyer traſted to his owne 

couſheſſe that is, a miſerable ſinfulfcreatare 
he feeth himſcife norhin , haply a curſed dron- 


lard,or an adulterer, the ord opens his eyes,dif- . 


ciets his ſinnes, and makes him ſee he js aloſt 
_ tnakes him ſee, that a Chriſt muſt fave 
om the ſinnes of his prayers, and a Chriſt 
iſt ſave hitn from the finnes of his performan» 
(ts, orelſe he is att nndohe man for eyer; Ano» 
th tiancow, the Jew he ſboghe after thelaw, 
tath.they were ſtri& in the formance of the 
hiv, heyhad thelr circtttcifion, their wa 
ad all feryices, upon all bcaliotreanily chow 
comes this to paſſe now, tharthe one is ſaved,amd 
the ther damned » becauſe che ons will be be- 
tolding to Chriſt, rhe other wil! nor, therefore 
TR hath mercieghe - noche fo " 
we will explainethe point, epra- 
Tee itt Mt 96 Howes procure their 
is kinde? take a poore fmner 


he vl *255 abaÞſ courſe, what is thecourſe 


tikes to ſave hiredelfe? bee is informod.arhat 
008t, nd Nis conſtienceis awakened, cherefore 
nh de,and force himſelf, dag 
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 ag1in(t his cor:uprions, whereby Gad hath beers 
 diſpleaſed, now haply God breakes his heart,and 
 teares flow abundantly,and the man riſethoF), 
kaces, and here-takes uphis ſtand, and hinkes a 
is well, and. in coaclufian thus he lives, andis a 
bad as ever he was before ; and the nexttempy; 
tion that is offered tohim, he is taken afde wih 
the ſam: ſiane againe,the reaſon is,he wentayy, 
and rhought, my heart hath beene; enlarged | 
have confeſſed my fGanes, and God hath bumble 
my ſoule,and therefore I (hall be ſaved, and ref 
upon his humiliation, and not upon Chriſt ; upon 
| his confeſſion, and not upon Chriſt ſo thathis 
| humiliation and confeſſion is bis Savioar, he hath 
| made proviſion at bome, therefore will notgoe 
to. the Lord Jeſas Chriſt : another man, God 
| opens hiseyes,and makes him ſee his ignorance, 
(the Miniſter tels him, he muſt humble hisfoule, 
and pray in his family ) now hee fiades himſelf: 
maryellous blinde, and nnable to doc it, nowhe 
bcwaileshis ignorance and careleſneſſe,andwais 
upon God. in his ordinances, and gets abilitieto 
performe thoſe duties, ſo that now he perion 
holy duties after an excellent manner, and thero 
| heſtayeth, and inconclufion returnes to bis al 
| ſheth his owne. righteoaſnefſe, (he ſctriedupon 
| dutiealone,andtherewas an end) he fell hots 
Chriſt, and reſted upon doing of datics, 86 
| went no further atall: well chen, wee have'tht 
hindrances. 


1... 


 Thenforthecre remember two palbge, | 
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—Tw Svaltreffeuallcaltingte Chriſt, 

x0, be fearful and jc;lous of thy ſeife, when 
rough Gods aftiftance and helpe thoy are able 
10 gt ſore power in te -performatice 'of fore». 
ice, roget tom? meaſure of ſuffietencie, when 
hou haſt abilities abour thee, bee maſt fearfull 
 aadjcalous, becauſe then thy eſtate lieth inmoſt 
12rd : doe in this caſe as ſea-faring men doe, 
hey hoiſc up ſaile, and goe amaine, where'there: 
pgo-hazard, and where there is ſea' roome 
cough, but ifthzy goe ina ſtraight or in aſand, 
were many have ſuffered Chip-wrac'c, and there 
$4remembrance of it, fuoh aman periſhed here, 
adfach a. man ſuffered" ſhipwrack here: how 
cefull are hey then to ſterne arighr, and obſerve 
dl curiouſly and exactly., leſt they fall where 
others fell before them, and: ſuffer ſhipwrack: 
where others were. overth:@wne-: or looke-as it 
$ with men that travell, if they come /to ſome 
lſpicions-or-theeviſh places, though they were 
areeſſe before, yet when they come there; leſt 
they be ſurpriſed on the ſudden, and to fortific 
themſelves, one rides with his ſword drawne, and 
wother wich his hand upen bis ſword, jand they 
make what ſpeed they can; becauſe they ſuſpet 
aaftulr: ſo it is here, $4] bach Caine is thou- 
wk, and David his een-thouſands : Tell you; 
amall ſecuritie bath kild many, but carnall confi: 
(ence hath ſunke downe ters handred thouſands 
tohell: when you come thongs hr roma a 
lege parts, nd ben ſome abilities pon 
19%, nd now yon chap and applaud your ſelves, 
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ind fay, thivis fornewhar, this it is tobeaC. 

ſtjzn, poore tiovices muſt cone and liveuponmy 
crums,and defire my information, the Lord wir 
enlighrned my eyes, and wroughr 
hearr, thou att now bpen @fartd, f cite Lode 
ſus fake, take heed to thy (elfey here Saint Pall 
had bke to have ſuffeted Thipwricke, afd bite 
thoſe hypocrites in 1ſty 28. ſaffered ſhip 
here 13 the itcaſl of otje har}, arid the datdofytr 
other min,and the ſoile of Mother tBan;l rfiekne, 
thouſshds bave ſuffered ſhipwrack here: toy 
looks to heaveny and ſuſpett thine cwnhe foul; 
ard thinke, If the Lotdeope inee ow, Tihal 
eſcape the worft, brit here is the moſt hand, 
thercfore I twiſt be moſt cartfull hereof! it þ 
pretty 106blexve inexpetithce; poofe Chiriſtiths 
thar are lowly and Butmble, how refdefly toe 
they walks, how feirfall ate « they of theitheatts, 
of theif pride,afd peeviſha*;and ;dtenefſe;and 
careleſnefle ; when you ſhall ſee 4 bold brizth 
jze'd, preſuipptuors, carfiall wretch, becauſe btc 
can pray/and read,and heire, he will followtib- 
tous faſhiofhs, and coritimue in baſe conrled, alt 
carrie all alvay With his adilitics. 

The ſeeofdhing © would have you cot, 
is this, gtow every dey up in whe "obfefyunt 
rhineowiie bias, add in the acquaifitan® o 
thize ownewWbalnefh in the beſt o thy Oates, 
thizivaHvent) REN GFA Chriftian, the mop on 
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— The Soples effeRual calling v9 Chriſt. 


id help « pore creatures 100 callupon his - 
wo = yes, Lord If 15thy grace, it came 
rom che aſiiance of thy Spiritz bur that evera. "MN 
werch ſhould ſy to bis ſervices and duties, pee 4 
ery gods; ah1077e thisin thy ſoule, and keep *4 
\nxv2lous diſlikcof thy ſalte, anda low eftcem 
ofthy daries r and bee wondering gt-Gnds grace, 
18d admirivgat Gods mercy,and returne toGogd, 
turhee bath given thee power to performe any 
ſz1ice, and lie chou in the duſt, apdtrample up- 
an thine owne pertormances ; doe therefore as 
Ml did, Phil.g.7. he faith, New theſe rbings 1 copn- 
| tedgaine, Tconnt loſſe for Chriſt : Oh, my zeale for 
theLaw, and the exact firidnefſe ofthe Phari- 

ſees; I thought that would have carried mee to 
but they aredang, I will tread them nn+ 

d&rfret; nay doubtlefſe, I count all rhings,nor on, 
hthefervices I did before, and the prayersbe- 
face Godcalled me, but evenfince thebeſt pray+ 
en and performances I exer did, dung inthe com- 
priſon of Chriſt, What. availes it for aman to 
ailctaireonthe Sea, andifuffer ſhipwracke io the 
ben?fic had been'as goad have poriſhed 
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.at Sea: 
touſaileſt faire in the world, in thy daties, and 
two lafcreſt ſhipwrack in the hayen, andrefteſt 
athy duties, andgacſtdowne to hell,chou,and 
ty Gutiee,and all:therefore labour to ſec a need of 


Cit, excn to heale and'20- pardon thy beſt 
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The Sowles effe nall calling 1oChrilh, © 
| Thethird hindrance is this, the ſinner bymhi 
'rime is driven from theſe two holds, and driven 
ewo ſtaires higher to Chriſt ; che finner ſeethhs 
muſt.change, andthathe cannot helpe himſttſe 
his prayers and performances are good thing 
good meanes , bur the Phyſician is in another 
place, a mans legs may (carry him co:the Ph 
ian,baur they cannot cure him; ſo a mansſervice 
are good things, but he cannothelpe himſelfe;he 
muit goe to anather for helpe.. ' Another hir- 
dr:nce 1s this, when che 'Gnner ſees hee-cannor 
h-lpe himſelfe, yet he thinkes heis able togrers. 
anotker-for -helpe it is a thing incident-roon 
yatore, and it isulgal};rhat we thinke,thaticiin | 
 onrpower ro beleeve, and that the mattcr ofre- 
ſting upon Chriſtis not a marter of chat diffcab 
 cic, and that hardnefle,as ſome Miniſters pretend, 
and the'Word: ſeemes iro expreſſe unto us, and 
 thisis thatkeepes a:man utterly from goungou; 
Ibefeechyou obſerve-ir, though a man cannot 
 kelpe himſelfe in nature, yet a man will ſay, bet 
can call-to another for \helpe,though a mana 
| not fuccour himſelfe in-his want and necefſiie, 
yer to rake ſapply from anorher, that is ancalie 
matter : ſo when-we cannor doe what dutieswe 
ſhonld, when wee- (cannot fatisfic Gods juſtices 
herequires,and anſwer cheJaw,we thioke loop! 
we our ſelvescannothelpe'cur ſelves, yer weecu 
goe ro Chrift;and intrear him, and beſceeh him 
ro help us;nd wee-can receive; ſuccouraniheÞ 
| if im, this isnorfo hard a matter, 9? 
nature,take notice of it in experience; own 
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The 50ules effeBnall cating ro Chriſt, 
ecourſe of mens carriages and-lives, wee ſhall 
"Herve, that every man will acknowledge his in- 
6rnities in other things, 'but now his inabilicies 
in ahis, chere is not one: man confeſieth : one 
complains, his abilities are poore, hee cannot” 
Pray 4s: he bould , avocher, his parts are Imeane, 
he cannot conferre as he ought ; anocher, his paſs 
 (ongareuntuly and-headyy and he cannot maſter 
them as God requires and commands: thus eve 
9.008 will confeſſe his. infirmiries in- other 
thingy, bur goe to every mans-doore, and-aske, 
deyounot beleeve? why 2 all the ſwearers, and 
drunkards, and ſors in the rowne, they can be- 
eve, they can doe this, though they can. doeno- 
thingelſe ; they cannot pray, they.cannet.under- 
ſad;they cannot remember,they cannor ſubdue 
their corruptions, but they ſhall be taken away 
wh company, and fall into that ſinney but they 
ao beleeve in Chriſt with all their hearts: thus 
neſee that cvery man ehinkes itin his power 
vithin.the compaſſe of his abilirie naturally to 
lt upon Chriſt.. Now: marke what: followeth, 
Way ſhould a man deſire that-hee hath 2 why 
lould he ſceke for. that he bath attained ? why 
ould he 12bour-ro be poſſeſſed of that which is 
abisowne power,and he is poſlefſed of already? 
Icanbelecve naturally, if ir be in my power to 
eto. Chriſt when I lift, why ſhall Luſe all 
nes, and receive abilitie to doe that which I 
andoeby my owne power ?. and-this I take to 
teone maine ground, why the endevours of men 
 Xtaken of fr ws git why the labours 
Kl Yyy of 


rand 


SE DTEETROU DP ORDEADSTHOEESSYESSOAaIN TEES E/ 


, "oO _—_ SS, a ts. 


Mic is Cs 


T he Souter effe@ wall calling 16 


_—_ ob 
++ 'S WF ORs < _—_ SF; 


of Chriftians are raken off from ſeeking often 
chis blefled precious grace of faith : there aremy. 
ny grounds why menare driven to'this kinds. 
| conceit, there are many reaſons that make way 
' for this conceit ; | (its 
| As firſt, to beleeye, Is a ſpirituall thing he. 
 tweene Gad and thy owne ſoule, to pray and te 
forme, belongs to the outward praftice;bijtt 
| beleeve,is acloſureof the heart, withan enter- 
raining of the Lord and his truth, and rhegiring 
way of our ſoules thereunto : now becauſe they 
' cannot ſee their faith, therefore no man wil 
| yeeld, but he doth belceve. al 
| Secondly, menconceive, that it is an caſie mit- 
' tertorake of mercie from — 
' thereany man that will not have mercie?isitfud 
' a hard matter to reccive fayour offered, of totake 
| a gifr when it is tendered unto us? _ 
Thirdly, theſe doe apprehend, that the afſen- 
ringtothe Goſpellof Chriſt, wherein is revealed 
the ricizes of Gods mercie, is all that is required 
In faith, when che Lord ſaith;He bath ſent bi Sour 
into the world, thac be hath prepared ſalvation inhin, 
and wrought redemption throwghbim : they acknow- 
ledge and affenr tothe ruth, and conceive, this) 
whole to beleeve; upon thisgromd, poore 
tures thinke itis in their power ro beſeeve, 4nd 
rake grace and helpe from Chriſt, chonghtie 
cannot helpe themſelves; therefore they labour 
Nor to get grace from God ro doe this worke, be 
cauſe they thinke they can performe this work 
by their owne abilitic and power» The 


> 


"Thecure of this hindrance jsrhis, and ir lich 
ſpecially in cheſe three meditations: 

rirſt.ſee thy ſelfe, and convince thy owne heart, 
»owthon art. cozened, and: thy conſcience how 
hon arr deceived in common ſenſe, when fiich 
thogghrs creepe into thy minde,and reafon thusz 
weeedt in my power alone to belecye, or in any 
nanpower-elſe, would any man goe ts hell for 
wut of bclceving2 if it were 18 my power, or 
oy mans power elſe to get fairh, wouldany man 
periſh for wanc of faith ? Take a lirtle ex 
fFamthoſe that lie on their death beds : A rio- 
ou wretch that hath run bheadlong _—= t che 
lod and his truch, a man tbar hath lived tab» 
boraly and outly under the means of grace, and 
hah taken up armes NT and his grace, 
telieth FIG, and:then hee lookes roHeaven, 
nd conſiders what ſhall become of him; "The 
Mioifter faich be ma S$renounce himſclfe,and ap- 
pyChriſtand his promiſes to his foule: Ohyſairh 
te, I cannoc belceve the Lord will fave mee; and 
xdonme, and comfort me; Icannocireft upon 
teproiniſes of Ge:d 2} Whar, I ſuch a finner,and 
lcd? what, I ſuch! afinner and comforted ?'I 
anyotbeleeye it, if all the Angels in»Heaven 
elicme;isit imrhis mans power tobeleeve now 
iet beſecs Hell openbefore him,and rhedevils 
ns him? doe you thinke heewoold 
= into Hell, if hee could beleeve and eſcape 
 Srondly, looke inco the:depth of thineowne 
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The Seules effifualt calling to Chiift, © 


by the ballance of the Sanftuary, and thinegme 
Infirmittes by the bleſſed Wordof the Lord. and 
fee that-thou muſt rot onely have a giſt from 
God rotake ir; God muſt nor onely giveamn1 
gifr, but power to receive ie ::/0þ.3-27, Nomanca 
receive any thing, unleſſeis be given him from abve, 
| therefore jadge your owne abiliri-s; notiaccor. 
ding to -your. owne. Concetts,/ and overweeniaz 
imaginations, barjudgeby<he Word, andjndge 
righteous judgemeat,” that a man canreceiyen 
good thing, unlefſe Gb give him power ,/The 
' gife muſt come from { ary and the power 
muſt come from aboveg* whereby hee moſtre- 
celve ir-'! fetlcn 7 nm 67 10: bas to. 
Thirdly, confider and ſettle thine; owne heat 
in this fame dererminarion and'rcfotarion; that 
there muſt be a ſupernaturallpower pur forthto 
make thee belecye,;or elſe'all-rhe powerunder 
Heaven . cannot furniſh thee: with ſufficiency 
' | thereunto;a man is a#able to doe the condition 
' the firſtcovenant, astoobſcrve- the'condition of 
the ſecond:covenant*:” he is aswellablerokeeye 
the Law, astobelceye the Goſpell, unlefſethere 
| bea power to inable him':: 7imer 1.28,” Hethat 
 begoteen ws-according to bis ownt will, by theWerd if 
89a ,, a childe cannor begethimſelfe:, Sous 
here ſpiritually; as there - naturally, the Loc 
doth beget us according to his owne will, at150% 
| inour ewne will to beger ourſelves, as the 
| gians dreamed, ic is not in our will to di of 
_ | our hearts, to take Chriſt when wo will/10k 
- | hive ſtandac doore&@longas we ſee fit, and 2” 
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bur the Land Hoke you Ton chem, _ 
may receive comfort-to your 

We.ccomenow inthe ſecond - to thoſe 
ad kinde of hinderanccs which doe not 
4anofthe tice co Chriſt, but through onrown 
folly and weakneſſe they ſtop us from: 
ſoreadily to Chriſt, wee baye intereſting pro- 
miſe,bur chrongh our ownei norance,and Satang 
ſubrilty, wee goe not (o readily to a promiſe wee 
bavetizle to, The ground. of all theſe hinderan- 
ces is one, and that is this z namely when menone 
of carnall reaſon contrive another way tocome 
to Chriſt than ever God ordained, than everthe 
Wardrevealed; when-wee'ſet np a Randardby 
Gods ſtandard, when out of the beady haughty 
imaginations of qur mindes, wee wake other 
termes and conditions of belecving,: than ever 


od made, then eyct Chriſt requiredy we liy ban 
inthe way, andlay bogles upon our feet, and m+ 
nacles.upon our hands, andthen wee complaine 
Iu 20s ; the faulea your one, and the 
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1 worthinefle, and finfullteſſe, wid thefi-hee 
4qres not come to Cheilt : hee viewes the nmr 
wer of bis finnes ſo many, the narure of his abo- 
mitations ſo hainons , the *contifmuance of 
thetn'fo 103g, the fonſe of a diſtreſſed 'man ſends 
tiethoughrs affarre off, and viewes all, both the 
hominarions of his life, and the diſtempers of 
bis ſoule; and ſeerh his intquities maſtering up 
chemſelyes,and Saran helps him forward; for rhis 
his policy ; Firft, hee will kcepe frnner if hee 
an, that hee ſhall not'ſee finnc, "and then all will 
tewhole ; and che fifiner thinkes there is mercy 
a0ph in a Saviour, and why ſhottld Trrouble 
ny ſelfe? bur when hee fees the nner wilfpore 
won his fines, then heeſhall ſee nothingelſe bur 
knne, fo that he dares not goe toGod for mercy: 
thisls that I deſire to trade in, and follow Satan: 
$faasTcan. Now the finner ehat'ts in this caſe, 
elſhim thar mercy 1s ir Chrift, and redemption 
offered in 4 Saviour; heedures not hetreofir, hee 
Gres not ehinke of it : wharſHich he, ſhall Tonce- 
inagine or thinke thaxghere is'atry mercy for me ? 
tht T have any title to, or intereſt in Chrift ? that 
mreſtrange,and the ſoule is here foyledandfaſt- 
nedtipon his owne” miſery, and never goeth ro- 
the Phyſitianz he ſtaresin the wondand never 
$85 t02 Savionr; for a man is as well kept from 
rongto Chrift, by porting continuallyapon his 
pers by defpaire, as by reſting upon his 
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7, and therefore will not got ts Chriſt, and 
when 


one fafficiency by prefuropcion z hee chat 
frttot his fines, he thinkes He harh faſficien- _ 


100 teclec! the bandeg eg 
mrnafen be davee) nom £0e-tOa Swviour ; this. 
the courſe of Satan, and hereinhee inhee is maryellow 
cunning,: but chis ſhould not. bean diſcourage. 
mentto our; hearts from comming to the Lord 
T<fus Chriſt -:. for I beſeech you obſerve. it,/for 
whom did Chriſt come intothe wor!d? for whom 
did Chriſt die? when he came, it was not fortte 
righteous, that needed him not ; bur for thehy- 

'ners, that had condemned ibemEhves, and hee 
came tofave thoſe thatcould cor fave themſehe; 
171,1,15-45 is a faibf ull ſaying, Corift came $0 ſme | 
Sinners, whereef 1 am the chjefe Zachary 1 3-1 There 
82 Fountaineſer open fer all people ro waſh in, allſons 
of france, and all ſorts of funers ; there is a foun> 
raine ſet open fer them, bec they whar they wil 
be, be they wharthey can bez their ſins neverſo 
great, the time never {© long, and the hainoul- 
 nefſe never ſo vilde, come they chat willcome, 
come and welcome. There was a fi-ry Serpent 
in thewilderneſſe,and there wasa braſcn Serpen 
to cure them. that.were ſtung 3 io if chou belt 
« ſtung with the fiery Serpent of fiane, Chriſt the 
'brafe n Scrpent that will healc thee. Eſay 43-3 
' Whenthe lewes hadtyred Gedwith their oe | 
and wearied kimwith their diftempers, Jeb the Und 
 forbis owne Name ſake pardoned alt their iniquiti 
 andremembred tbeir ſins ns more: 1fay this,thougl 
| our finnes bee-never ſo hainous, never {o vi 
and abominable jn themſclyes : if the ſouleca 
ſee theſe, and be burthened wichchelc, cy 
nothinder th ao and the work _ 
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The Soules efrincd calling ro Chriſt, 


mercy. 1 would faine have RY thinke of that 
wich! 


now ſay; it isnot our fi aro oh 
Emeane arapiny wan but one hang | 
relſe that hinders. us comming .toa Saviour; | 
::5n0t a mans baſcneſſe and ſinne that hinders 
kim,bur bis owne  baughtinefſe char lets him from 
commingto a Saviour z we would have ſomewhar 
in oor ſelycs, and norall from Chrift ; therefore 
when we have nothing in ourſelves, we ate loth 

gee to Chriſt : were your finnes lefſer, and 

jourholineſle greater, e] cen ou woukdgoe thn 
myuke what followerh "Nl 
not becauſe of the freeneſſe: of [agi grace, hens 
cuſe thou baft ſomething in thy Cl to incou- 

rgethee to goe to-Chriſt; thouwilt have ſome- 
y 0 3k thou wile goe to Chrift, aodthere- 


forewilt not have all ConOhitt therefore it is 


rotthy baſenefſe, and rby ſinnes that hinder thee 
jg Chriſt , bur it is thy haughrineſſc and 


"Infra upgeſts a che ſoule replies: Tdate 
utah Ci ofthe oferat gee 

it 1s the fre COT the'o Ee 
that [have reje ed, 2028 
Why this will ot hinderhoeneinhsr 


ddthoucant ans ow thous: 
e Oo 


laſt —_ of ers kindncfſe of the Lord, hewill ot 
ret thee and caſt-off thee, if thou wilt come - * 
Oo: | Bſey 57.38, chotexr Gaith; for hipwic- 


bi c-rky ofter howeyof is; Te es by this 
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| The SeuleseffeBual calling 80 Chrin, © 


| whattheLord addes, I will beale bim, and rein 
| comfors wnto him : a3 it he had ſaid, pore ſoule,1 


| have ftriyen with him, bathe (corned me; [off 
_ redbien grace, he received it nor, but went afery tie 


ftubbernneſſe of bw owne heart, be ſeeth not bi mie 


79, bas I ſeeir, and 1 will pardon it: rerem; 1,1, 
| Tet returne te mee, ſaith the Lord: there is notite 
ro late, ifa man have a heart torcturne: Thou buf 
played harles with many loverr, chat is, thou 
--foll 


owed many ſinnes, and addiQed thyſfety 


many diſtempers, yer Tecurnt are mer. If ahi 


pur away his wife for ferciication, will be reeve 


| heragiine? no, he will nordoeir : yet you hire 


had many baſe haunts and backdoores, yer ret 
ano me, after all chat finbboynneſſe whereby you bane 
oppeſed.-wy gr ace, and ſhiphred mey mercy; yet returie 
unto mr, and rective prace offered, Theve is no limi 
offhe pardon and free gracz of God offered to1 
poore ſinner, except the finne againſt cheHoy 
Ghoſt ; the Lord ſtands, and waits, and knocb, 
Ifary mah will though he call till lee bee 


| oune,and knock till he be weary, yet iFaoyms 


obyea, 


will open, bee the Urankard never fo baſe, the 
adaltergr never ſo vile, if hee will open, the 
will come, and will bring hiseomforts'wkhhin, 

But'you will fay, Aye, thatstrve, fl hadbit: 
heart to monrne forthems: . fee my ſinnes Ide, 
and I cametbur acknowledge my corruptiom: 
but Tam not ſenfible of the load that 1yes'vÞat 


|. "me, Toainor'bohurchenedwidhrheeribtnT, 


" . © R 
p LS ern a Y 5, 
> Gu] £2 * Fo 

ad 


% 
4 
— 


p— —_—_ 


The 8eules eff ef mall calling te Chriſt, £ $ 94 . 


_—_— m—— 


eſſe me, I bave a heart notonly that dothnot, 
but that CaNNOT MOUTraACc. LE 
lanſwer, this hinders AOC neither, ovided Anſw. 
hog beeſt croubled, becauſe thou condeids bee 
noubled; provided thy heart be weary of it ſelfe,: 
recauſe it cannot be weary of its finnes.; if this be 
thy temper and frame,this hinders thee not from 
themercic of God which is offered and thou nee- 
&1 : for that Chriſt that freely pardons finne, 
an,and will,and chat eafily,breake-thy heart,and 
fit for pardon : Micab 7. 18, The Lord perdons 
ſmez, and ſubducs iniquities 5 not becaniſe chon 
nlaſeſt him, but becauſe mercie pleaſeth him : 
macrefore did the Lord ſhew -moſt mercie co 
tl when he ſhewed moſt batred againſt him , 
il is poſting to Damaſcus, and breathing our 
threataings againſt Chriſt ; the Lord  oppoled 
by 8aul, and the Lord in the meane time piries 
ad ſhewes mercie to Sawl, Sami periecutes him, 
andhemakes his moane to 84u/ : San, $ ant, why 
foſtcateſf} thou mee 2 the bloudy jayloar that op- 
poled the-meanes of grace, the Lord overcame: 
bim by rhe meanes of grace ; be thar reſiſted the 
veanes of grace, was brought home by the power 
athemeanes torhe Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
Bur'che ſoule fairh,” chis is char which over= 0bjeF. 
towes mee, you-are now come to thequicke, 
lis very word is like a milftone about my neck, 
thatwill finke my ſoule into diſcouragement for 
"er; forthis is my miſery, rhe weanes doth not 
bener me, though Sawland chei jay{our werebad- 
ugh, yer they were berrered by the ficao0h, 
F272 2 | bur 
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bur this is the hopelefle condition of my hear 

prayer will not worke, the meanes of grace wil 

ot prevaile;ſomerimes I thinke, Lord,thisLogds 
day will doe, and this ſermon will workeic, bur 
co this very day the word of the Lordprofitsner, 
nor workezupon mee for my ggod, and is there 
ſuch a heartin hell ? is there any hope thatIfhul 
ever haye grace, when the meanes which-ſhould 
worke grace will doe mee no good? this is the 
laſt plea of the ſoule, and indeed of Sathan, 
whereby hee holds many a diſtreſſed foule in 
hand,that God intendsno good towards him; 
- I anſwer, yer this binders nor, but atleaſt thoy 
maiſt have a hope of merciero ſaoport thy hear 
in the expeQation of good, and that I may ſpeake 
cleerely,obſerve three paſſages : þ 4 
Firſt, the word and -meanes doe worke; if i 
doe make thee more ſenfible, and more appre- 
henſive of thy owne hardneſſe and deaneſle,. 
though indeed it workes not that good, andafter 
that. manner thou would(t, and defireſt, and ex 
petteſt, yer if ic make thee ſee thy owne baſe- 
neſſe, andobſerv<thy owne wretchednefle, jo re- 
gard of that body of death that hangs upon thee, 

+ fit workes marvellous well, afterthe beſt manne;, 
becauſe it is after Gods manner, thoogh not after 
that manner which thoudeſireſt, and ſecſtbeſtin 

. thy owne apprehenfion ; obſerve it, that 
workes moſt kindly,that makes the patient 
that ſalve that drawes before ir heales, curcsmoſ 
ſafely: ſo iris with che word, it workes Gt 
when it makes. thee. ficke of .theſc —__ 


| 
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when it ſhewes thee the ſtubbornnefſe and 
1:adnefſe of thy owae -heart , and -makes thee- 
pprchend , chat-a broken fpirir is-the gift of 


| God, and not of man an4 mEaney ;' therefore 


« and continue it 3 therefore: know that this 


| 5.4 worke of God, fortoſce deadneffc is life, 


dro fecle hardnefle is ſofrnefle j-onely beware, 
that there bee. not # hannt of hearr and diftem- 
pt, that ehy ſoule cleaves ro,)and pants after, 
and thou art loch co-pare withall; for then the 
word will. harden thee, becauſe: thou hardeneſt 
thyſelfe , bur if thou art-contenc that the word 
ſhould lay open the: bewels of thy heare;-and' 
dicover w':at ever 1s amiſſe, and revea'e- what 
ever3 crofſe ro Gods command;and ptacke away 
every corraprion and:diſtemper:ichen if the word 
reveales any hardnefle. inithee know that the. 
word workes comforeablythat reveales hardacfſe 
and bafen<fle,and dath drive thee onr of thy felfe 
Secondly,;thouart the cauſe why thy heart is 
vot foltned;rthomarethe fault why the word 'pre- 
alesnot,becauſe the diſtemper of thy heart hin- 
&;the worke ofthe-word, and rhe — 
EGoJsproyidence,,and th2:renor-of the fove- 
ut ofgrace;when aman willſtineche Lord;and 
mit the holy One of I{rac), juſt this ſermon, and 
Wis quarter, and this ſeaſon, this hinders the na- 
weofthe covenant, and croffes the worke of the 


- OVenantofgrice the Lord doth nor-ſtandibent 
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give thee grace when thou wilt;but when he ple plea- 

{es3 0, 4t is not for us ta know the timesand the 
ſeaſons thatGod:hath appointed ; what if thon 
gc ſt upon thy hands and: knees begging of mer- 

rothclaſk Gus and iftherthe Lord be ples- 
ſed ro ſhine in a drop of goodnefſe and mercie;it 
- is morethan the Lot owes ; therefore heareto 
day, and-attend to-morrow, ' thou knoweſt noe 
whether. God-will blefſe this ſermon , or-that 
meanes, or-the-other ordinance, and doe not 
complaite upon the 'meanes, but atrend Gods 
leiſure,and remember the Lord hath waitcdlong 
for thee in the tune of your rebellion, in tlie day' 
of your ignorance, before you looked rowards 
che Lord ; and therefore if the Lord now make | 
you-wait for mercie and aſſurance of his love, 
knowthat the Lorddealsequally, and kindly,and | 
lovingly with you, ando' as all ſhall be beſt for 

on;and vue that chis diſtemper of heart oppo- 
ow the tenor of the covenant of grace, forthe 
Lord gives what he will, when he will, and uftet | 
what manner he will z therefore ſtint not Godin 
his giving, but wait when andyharhee willbe- | 
ſiow upan chee, 

Thirdly,know that choavefvſt upon thy owne 
duties andendevours; .and:goeſt not out to God 
tharblefleth both ite meanes and thy endevonrs 
| tor thy good ; and that is the reaſon why thy 
hearts not enlarged; and grace communicated; 
the fanle js4hy owney becauſerhou reſteſt in thy 
performances, and'in the meanes, andgoeſtnot 
| toGedthar wonld have done thore than all _ 
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crovght more tharall theſe. | If Ithinkeand am s 
rerſiraded I have power to goe our of my ſelfe, «7 
nconcciving I have power, and ſtaying there, I »; 
9 in my ſelfe, when I thinke trogoe-our of imy 
felte 3\it 18 2 ſupematurall worke, 'and'the-fame 
Mnd muſt bring us out of onr ſelyes, that moſt 
ring us ro Chriſt, the fame hand muft pluck us 
| ontof our ſelves and finnes, thatmuſt bring us 
| phe Lord Jcſus Chriſt 5/rherefore if T'thinke, 
16d through Satans deluſion conceive, 'that”T 
hve abilitie cogoc outof my ſelfe, I repoſe up- 
onmy owne abilitie, when. I'profeſly renounce 
ay owneabilicie; I matneaine-a repoſe! 


O—_— — © AA” » * 


poſeiuponmy 
owneabilitie, when I. renounce it, 1 fay;Icandoe 
nothing, and yet reſt upon-thac I candoey it isa 
pointe yery profirable, therefore marke” what 1 
lay; this ts fee deniall in trath;: when'rhe Toole 
| inowes it hath nothing, and therefore is 'over- 
pojeredby the almighrieworkeof Gods Spirie, | 
wdisſtopped;as it were, in ſomachtharrhe ſooke 
fa inter dorthinot looketo expect any power, 
orany ptinciple from-ir ſelfe; or any creature; "or 
wy ducie;the ſole of arrhumb'e finner knowes 
heiva dead man in finne's hee-cantor dire his 
ome wayes; therefore when heisbrongttrrode- = 
tyhimſcfe, it is by the altmightie worke of Gods 
_ Silt; whenrhe Lord drawes'the'ſoole; tharte 
ha xn it Jookes nor downward, it 
ores not to the creature, ir expetvno; principle 
from within, ropowerifrom'rhe meancs ro per- 
Fre "any durie, when«chen- T thinke wirh my 
A, 4 


a 
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4cltc,; then Iay, Thave-a power withinme todo: 
ſomething pleaſing to God, pamely, Icandenie 
my ſcfe,which is contrarie z for to denica mans 
elfe; is roJooke for no: power, or exped ay 
-pawer or ſufficiencie fiom him{clfe, or from the | 
' Creature topetforme that God requires : there 
fore wee muſt liſten and looke onely.to theyoice 
of Chriſt,hethat calsus fromidarknefſe, muſt (all 
us tothe glorioas light of himſelfe': we muſt y 
\well liſten to the voice that muſt pluck us out of 
our ſelves,andexpeR power from Chriſt ropluck 
' us out of oBr{elyes,:; as wee muſt expedt power 
from Chriſt-to.goe unto. him : the concluſion 
therefore-is: this 4 1 would have a ſinner (ay, 
and thinke with himſelfe, I expe no pou» 
cr, Lord; from my felfe, I intend to wait upon 
' the Lord; that hides bimſelfe from the houſe of 
Ifracl, andLwill lookeup, I will uſtallmenes, 
andimproveall helpes Ican, but I will nor looke 
to hearing, from that eo receive any thingy 1 will 
nor looke:to the Minifter, from: him to receyc 
- any thing; bat in theſe meancs-of hearing, and 
- prayer, -and: in the uſe; of all ordinances, | will 
| looke up unto God that hides his face fromiis 
| ſervant for the while, and will looke upto that 
-wiſyome to be informed,/that is wiſer than | 
 widdorre of the meanes, and Iwill looke-up'o 
that power to be ſtrengthened, that is ſtronger 
 thanthe power of che meanes : Habak.z.17.whel 
| he fawall beganto faile, chowgh che fy: tree bloſow 


not jond che wine flouriſh nor, yer wil Lrejeyee i 


 Lerd,and flay my ſelfe uponthe Godof my ſ- ye 


Le mm—— 


» % 


— rTheSeules effeBnah calling :o- Chriſt. : — 


make this, when all meanes under heaven faile, j 
wvhenthe figge tree blolomes nor, when the vine 
daurifhech not ; whenall meansfaile, yer there js 

mercy with the Lord 5 there is pawerand ſtrengeh 

and ſufficiency in the Lerd,todoe my ſoule goed; 

nd ſay thou, though my finnes be great, and ex- 

ceeding great though my heart be hardand comes 
notunder the power of Gads ordinances,andthe 
geansof grace work not upon my (ſoule; yer L will 
bokeup to the Lord,and my eyes fhal be towards 

 tim;myeyes ſhall not bee inward to looke upon 

ay thing in my ſelfe, but my eyes ſhall looke up 

tothe Lord, and expe@R all from him :-and thus 

much ſhall ſaffice tor the ſecond hingderance.- 

' The third hinderafice, which hinders a poore 3 
ſinner from comming to Chriſt, is the want of H!7derance 
ſenſcand feeling, and: thereforetbediftreſſed fin- 
nercomplaines,T never knew what it was to have 
theaſſarance of Gods love, I never receivedany g;. > 
Gund ſenfible comfort nnto my ſoule, and ſhall I 7? 
thinke that I have grace? fhall I chinke that my 

heart is fitted to receive:that mercie which God 

lth promiſed to his Saints? rche- Scripture re- 
realesitnot, the Saintshave found it, that they 

which beleeve rejoyce in the Lord, but:-I:ama 
frangertothat joy, and chat is a ſtranger.come, 

wean Ithinke then, that I have ariy/Incereſ} to 

the promiſe ? or any faith-whereby 1.may depend 

wonehe promiſe Þ/').! 0. 1 gots! Log 210 
one Bod by beceving and rect good 

meuntoGod by-beleeving,' ad 1 1 

tonhim:therfore rememaber cheſe 3;þarticulars: 
LR | Aaaa Firlt, 
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| Firſt, thou mnſt not thinke to have joy 2ndre- 
freſhment, before tkougoeſt to the promiſe :hut 


thinke co expe it when thou doeſt beleeye, 
when thon doeft chew and feed upon the pro. 
- miſe, and continueſt ſo doing : know,that joy and 


ſweet refreſhment, it 1s a fruit that comes fron 


faith : firſt beleeve, and then have joy doe not 
thinke to have joy, and chenbeleeve ; the heart s 
filled wich peace and joy, not before beleeving, 
but by beleeving, and afcer beleeving, then re 
;joyce with joy unſpeakable and glorious ; when 
faith js rooted inthe heart, and hath had'mury 
ſun-ſhines of Gods favour upon-it, then _ 
thoſe admirable raviſhments, nd ſweet conlol 
| _ which the ward ſpeakes of; and thou maiſt 
 obtaine, 


Secondly,iheſe jayes,and fenſe,and fecling, ar 


© | things which may be ſeparated from faith, ami 


ne, yerwil 7 oewft in bias bis fairh was Rrong, 


| mayhave a good fairb, and a ſtrong faith, atidyet 
- | not haye that comfort and ſweet refreſkmenta 
Gnner:lookes for and defiresza man may wine 
 parkes, and yer want neither lifenorheat aiſee 
may want 1:aves, and yernot want lap ;folt 1 
with thoſe confolations : faich may bre ſtrong, 
| whena mans feeling may be nothing ; Refore # 
 neerbe jug of thyſabuation, ſaith David hee ws 0- 
| ified and fanRified, and had faith, and yet bad 
 notthis joy ;nay 2ob had faith, and yet be badno 
 ſenſeand feeling of Gods fayour : Thes wolef me | 
 «batero ſhoot as, faich he, and/ rhine arrow! hove- 


dranke ay my ſpiricegand yet befſaith,Theoghle HY 


thouge 
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2ooh his feeling were nothing, truſt to the © 
e of the Lord, and not to thoſe ſha- 


_ and britcle botromes,chat will breake nn- 


| kindly, the Saints of God are deprived of 3 | 
comforr, not becauſe God will wichhold it, bue 
becauſe they will not take it z Gods owne ſer- 
rants want the aſſurance ef the recall of Gods 
bye, not becauſe God will rake it away from 
Gem, but they will not take it when hee would 
greicthem ; it is not, becauſe they may nor have 
i, bor becauſe they will not receive i itz Pal, 77. 
Ky ſulerefuſed comfrrn like alittle childe that wall 
nor ear his mcar,becauſe it js not in a golden diſh; 
he doth not ſay, 'Goddid not offer mee conlolati- 
on, but 1 refuſed conſolation out of a diſconten« 
cd ſpirit ; decaule you cannot have comfort up- 


on 5 onr OWne terms, and poo your owne pal- 


| lasy becauſe you cannot have a diſh-for your 
tooth, you will have none atall; you Want COm- 
ſrt, nor becauſe God will not give ir,but becan(e 
yu will not take irapon Gods termes3.theſe and 
many more are the hinderances. Oneſgub,God 
lah followed mee with croſſes in my life and 
tate; another, the wrath of the Lord lies heavy 
yeame, | am fil doubting and perplexed, and 
lcannotbeleeve. The iter of: all cheſe -igupon 
one and the ſome —_ theſe are hinderances, 
which we out om eweoBlly, and the ANG 
0 Satan, make to hinder us from comm 
freely to Chriſt, and beleeving in him, as 


viewemight; and yer jnerorh theſe me no in- 
Aaaa2 derances, 
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| | derances, we onely makethem ſo, Therefoxzews 
will now come to the cure of all theſe, andſtey 
| how wce may take off theſe hinderances ifit hee 
poſlible, as in trurh ir is poſlible , and norondy 
to remove theſehinderances, but all other ofthi 
kinde, quality and condition,if you will attendt 
the means that ſhall be propounded, itis poſiible 
 tocure them ; and the cures are theſe, whereby 
the ſoule may bee fortified againſt theſe, orpaſe 
by, and leapover all cheſe hinderances ; and not- 

withſtanding all, goe to Chriſt in the promiſe, | 
The firſt cure and helpe that I defire topro- 
. pound is this, namely we muſtnot look toolong; 
the ſoule diſtrefſed and troubled ſhould not tice 
coo long, and looke too much, and dwellunya- 
fantably and continually apon the fight andcon- 
 fideration of his owne finnes, upon Fi weakneh 
ſes and diſtempers, ſo farre as tobeeskared, and 
| altogether diſcouraged: from comming to, and 
depending upon the riches of Gods free grace, 

The devill keeps us in onr:finnes by poring cox | 
tinnally apon our finnes, whenwe thinketokave 
our hearts carried againſt our corruptions, weare 
'more intangled in our corruprions, by dwelling 
continually upon them, This was thecourſetiyt 
Abrabam tooke, that was the Fathet of all the 
faichfull : Rom. 4: 19; when: God-hadpromiled 
bim 8 ſonne, and not onely a naturalbſonne, but 
a ſonne'that ſhould be a Type of Chriſt, where- 
byheands!! the faithfull houkd be faved::Nov 
_ [thispromiſe was madeanco him when hee.hads 
dcad body; and Sarab a barrenwombe ;beond: 
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to-ger; and Sarah unable to beare; - now what 
purſe rooke he ro heale this ? why the rext ſaith, 
He being not weake in faith, confidered nos his owne 
body which was now deal, nor Sarah wombe which 
par wow barrey ,, he knew his deadnofle, and $4- 


ras barrennefſe, but he cenfidered irnor, that is, 


lee did not dayly pore thereupon, and quarrell 
with himſelfe and ſay, | how'can $arah'beare a 
childe, ker wombe 1s barren and unable to beare, 
my body is dead, and unable to beger; there isno 
ground here to beare up his confidence; if hee 
confiders $#rabs barrenneſſe, there is nochilde to 
belooked for ; if hee looke upen his 'owne dead- 
reffe, there is no childe tobee expeRted : now 
therefore what doth hee doe 2 hee lookes to the 
promiſe only, and rhere reſts and Rtayes himſelfe; 
though he had-adead body, the promiſe was li» 
ving, andthongh $4r4þhs wombe was barren, the 
 promiſewas fruiefull; andthongh he wereweake; 

the Lord was ſtrong, and able to-performewhats 
(oever he had promiſed#: Towemuſtſeeonr (ins; 
adknow our infirmities; and confiderour weak- 
refles; bur we muſt never ſectle our ſelves, and 
it downe in the conſideration of :onr owneidi 
hempers, and thereby be hindred from comming 
tothe Lord, and fromrecelving that mercy the 
Lordoffersunto usin the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and 
ve may freely take ; for when a maniscontinu» 


aly poring upon-his finnes,/and; dayly: medita- 


Wgupon his corraptions, twothirigs g 

Firſt, wee top the ſtreame and currentofthe 
fromile, that it cannor run_intothe ſoule; wee 
ED Aaaa 3 curne 
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 rurnethe frameof the ſoule downward, and 


Y 
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frame ofthe heart inward, & ſhut down the lace, 


Whereas by belecying wee open the flood-gate 


of thepromile, chat the ſtreames of mercy nay 
flow amain in upon our ſoules, when we recare 
inward, and doe ſettle oor hearts upon onr owe 
diſtempers, we ſhut downe theſluce of the pro- 
miſe ;z and ſecondly ſeropen the flood and fea 
of corruptions,that they may run violenelynpon 
us to the overwhelming of us in concluſion, and 


"our diſtempers will take advantages againſt w, 


by rcaſon of our dayly conſideration and aften- 
dance thereupon, Meditarionih this caſe Icom- 
pareto diſtillation z when a woman diltils a kind 
of herbe or flower, and when the Akchywiſtdi 
ftils ſome kinde of metall, there is anadmirable 
water drawne out by diſtillation, and an excel» 


lentoyle by Alchymie, and this 'water andojle 


were mthe creatares before, but they wete not 
ſeenetobe there before, bur they are of wonder» 
fall force and ſtrength when they are diſtilled; 
ſo its withthe dayly, poring, ſedling andatten- 
ding upon a mans dilte rs; theredy 
diſtils a diſtemper and a diſcouragement, anda | 
infirmitic; and drawes out the very life avdiap 

and ſpirit of it, and drawes out the very quinee 
ſence of a corrupriofi, and makes it 
nay he makes it deadly many times ; fo tharafter 
a mans dayly poring upon, and attending wholly 
to bis finnes, he molriplies inconveniencies Wore 
than elſe wonld be : fo that the ſoule which b* 
fore was troubled comes now to bee overebe! 


| p 
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—with thedayly poring, and looking, andat- 
—_ to his owne.wickednefſe. Therefore the 
wiſedome ofthe woman of Canaan is to bee ob» 
fenced; andher humiliation is to bee regarded by. 
- wp: obſerverthe humiliation of her heart, and tl:e 
wiſdome of her minde : Marcbew 1 5. 27. ſbe came- 
1 him to beſecc> bim to heale ber daughter, that was. 
wſeſedwith a devill > at the firſt, hee would nor. 
itenunto her, but ſhee would net b2put off fo, 
hat cried after him z then hee anſwered, Tam nee 
fu; but 20 che 127 ſbezpe of the honſe of Iſrael, nos to 
justhat ereGentiles: yet for all this ſhee would - 
not leave him, buc came and fell downe, - and 
worſhipped him, ſaying, Zerd, belpe me: then at 
lthe compares her ro adog, 17 ir ner meet rotaky - 
the childrens bread, and caft it unto dogs; as who 
ſhould ſay, yon Gentiles are dogs, and the glad 
dings of the. Goſpell 'are bread; and rherefbre 
delongnot unto you 3 Now had ſheepored ard 
(etled tier ſelfe pon the words of Oar Savioar, 
be hadre ver bcene made partakerofthar mcrcy 
mach Chriſt beſtowed, and ſhe ſtood in need of: | 
1 warke what ſhee ſaith, Trerb Lord, but the. 
lyrrat of the crums which fall from their MaRters - 
ub, Here obſerve a h2art traly humbled, and 
ubtuly wiſe roapprehend irsowne weaknefle 3 
ſe confeſſed all that Chriſt ' ſpake. Thoufaiſt I 
*m carnall, I yecld its thou faiſt I amaCog, I 
wnlelſe itz my finnes gemore fornumber, they. 
«& more hainoas for nature, than 'cither my 
'Ongne can Mtter, or my hear can conceive : but 
kagh am a dag, Lord, yer Lilnorgoe out 
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ofdoorcs;but lic under che rable;-ſhe yeeldedfhe 
was-.as badas might bee, -and confeſſed all tha 
Chriſt ſpoke, yet_ſhee-will not from under the 
table :: fo wee ought ra doe, whenour corrupti. 
ons are apprehended by tis, and our baſencfs 
preſented to the view of bs, when wee-ſee our 
ſelves damned creatures, and dops, and loſt incur 
ſelves, then ler us ſay, Truth Lord, weeareworſe 
'than can beſpokenoft us, wee are worſe thancan 
be conceivedof us, yer let us not fy out of door, 
bar lic ander che table, and at the foot of ourSa- 
'viour, and cake a crum of mercy at the handzof 
'Our Saviour, Bur you will lay: + 4 
- - Isit not.athing which is not only allowedbu 
-required; that we ſhould meditate of oor fines; 
-nay, is not this the way that God hath chalked 
oat to ſinners? is not this che courſe that God 
hath:commanded, that: men ſbould' ſce- their 
finries; that they mighe bee: brought out' of their 
 finnes, andtbe bropght ro Chriſt ? 7 conſidered m 
 wazee, faich-David, and tyrned my feet untorhyteſit 
|" nONTESs $i a TYh&;. 3508 Tn bat? 
E anſwerzthis.is true ; and-all I faid before Wis 
- as true :-itis not onely, Ifay, lawfullforus, but 
theres, ſay,2 neceſfitic lying npon us; wemult 
' ſee ont finnes,;and conſider our corruption, bar 
| ſaynor roo long,' pore' Dot roo much upon tif 
\ innes, expe no.comfort nor conſolation irom 
thine infirmities,and the medication ofchemz{e 
| thy finnes.thou'mnſt;,and oughtlt to doe; but ict 
chem o,as thou maiſt be forced to flye.toChil 


| for help and ſuccour; doe not ſo ſec vey 
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Jed in thy infirmities,and tohavethy ſoule 
— as thereby to bee driven from 
Chiſt ; therefore ſee thy fignes thou ſhouldeſt, 


char chou maift apprehend chem loathſome, and 


£ndethem burdenſome tothy ſoule ; ſee thy fins 
jochou maſt,cill cheu ſee anurrer inſafficiencie 
inallthings under heaven, to helpe thee ont of 
thy fignes ; ſce thy ſinneschou muſt alfo,til[chou 
cean abſolute neceſfitie ofa Saviour, and of the 
mercicthat.isin the Lord; Jeſus Chrift, corecover 
thee ont of thy ſinnes 2 and when the fonle hath 
 denetheſe three particular paſlages ; 

When it hath ſeene finne loathſome, odious, 
ad : SY | | 

+4 it hath ſcenerthe helpleſneſlc of all na- 
tallmeanes ,and all things under heaven, to re- 
covezitz _ 

Andwhen it hath ſeene the necefficie of mer- 
cie, to belp it out of finne: 

Away then for thy life to the throne of grace, 
there is pardon enough to-remove the gnilt that 
lone hath brought upon thee, there is grace 
enough to take away all thoſe COL 1Dtic that 
lwedefiled thy poore ſoule. What madneſſe and 
ttreme folly is it for a poore ſick..man, that is 
ocrtaken with ſome grievous diſeaſe, or ſome 

ae wound,notto goe tothe Phyſitian before he 
| beyhole, becauſe hee is aſhamed the Phyſician 
 ſould ſee bim fo diſtempered or wounded ? In 
taſon we ſhould rather goe firſt tothe Phyſirian, 
Wat he may heale us,than be firſt healed, and then 
tothe Phyfitian and ſhew our ſelves: ſo ir is 
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the deſperate folly of -many- poore finners; wa 
would have our finnes ran ay mn _ 
hearts quickned in the way of well doing; and 
when we are healed, then we willgoe to Chriſt 
and: when we have things abourus, Ro 
lsy bold on the promiſe, andrhen weewillpgy. 
 chaſefalvation, or atthe leaſt be joint purchalers 
with Chriſt in the- great worke of redemption; 
 no,lct thisbethy courſe ſee thy finnes, andute 
notice of thy: corruptiens, andthe away tothe 
 Phyſitianto be healed ; goe firſt ro the Phyſitian 

| tobe healed; bur be not firſt heated, and then 
goe to the Phyſiriany 1 $4. 12, 10. thisws the 
advice of the holy man $4mwel, when the people 
| of Ifracl had deale baſely with the Lord, by a- 
ſting off his yoake, (For when they caſt off Samael, 
they rejeed the Lord) at laſt the Lord opens 
their eyes,andafecs their hearts wich thoſe their 

_ | finnes,now, faith Semgelinthe tenth verſe;Stand 
_ and. fee this great thing which. the Loxd will dv he- 

| fare your! eyes, is it not now wheat harveſt 31 wil ad 
 #p0n.che Lord, and hee. ſhall ſend great thunder ond 
 raine, that youmay perceive: that your wickedueſſt 
 great;thatyou have done inthe ſighs of the Lord; now 

+ che Lord accordinglyas Saxwel had hid, thut- 

| dered: terribly; from heaven'; now whett they 
| heardthis,and:iſaw Gods anger therein, they wer 
driven toa.kinde of a maze, and' were: almoſt at 

_ their wits end; andifajd;/ Proy gee unto rhe Eid 
for %«,thas we dic nos, for weehave ſinned greai and 

| 8oaltathes flunei wee have added this, that wee hw 
asked for. we.a King ; now-marke- whata —_y 


—_ wy 
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" TheSeulereffefiugi/ calling re Chriſt, 
| —— _ 
cenxel orders unto them. 3 Samuel well law thar 
this is the nature of all men, -by rcaſon of their 
cafall diftempers, that when we thinke-wee are 
insgood cale,wenever looke after mercie:; and 
when we are apprebenfiyc of our ownebaleneſle . 
nd wretchednefſe, wee dare not looke towards 
nercie before they | aw: their fHinnes and Gods 
ogerfor thera, they never cared for mercie, bur: 
now they heard che thumder, and apprehtie 
Gods diſpleaſure therein, they durſt notCpoe'to 
God for mercie : now marke how Samad chalkes 
out a middle way berweene them both, in the 
jr urns nee, faith he, 4 have done 
od thuwickedueſſe, yer depart not from following the 
Ld, but ſerve the Lord with all your bearts, neither 
tore jon backes after waine things that can: profic 
yu tecbing, as who ſhould ſay, I will nor leflen 
yourfinnes, you have finned grievouſly,you have 
fnned fearfally, and hainouſly, T intend: not to 
excaſe' or exrenuate your wickednefſe : bas des 
pet tr froem the Lord 5 as who ſhov!d fay ;:you 
mill degone from God now'; you Will looke for 
nomerere 5 you will expe nofayour ; the Lord 
jou have caſt off, and therefore youthinke hee 
vill caſt-off you, take heed:of chat, depurtinot 
om the Lord, for that is'to follow lying vani- 
' ties,/andrhar "is ro forſake your own#e mercies: _ 
bthe ſaule of a pooce ſtaner ſhovid reaſon thus; 
Ttme, my ins are many, ovy Wants arg cxcee= 
dngy caultiplied, Lhave ſinnedagainſt God,arid 
Wdileouraged,and ſhallIhe more. diſcouraged, 
adfinne more againſt -God# Iigm miſcrable by 
nn Bbbb 2 departing 
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the deſperate folly of many- poore finners, ws 


—_ 
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4 
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| hearts quickned in the way of well d 2 + 
to 


| when we are healed, then we willgoe = 
| and when we have things aboutus, thenweewil 
| lsyhold on thepromite, andrhen weewillpy. 
| chaſefalvation, or attheleaſt be joint purchaers 
with Chriſt in the: great worke of redemption; 
| no,let.thizbethy courſe, ſee thy finnes, andrte 
notice of thy: corruptians, andthery away tothe 
| Phyfitiantobe healed ; goe firſt ro the Phyſitinn 
to be healed ; but be not fart heated, and then 
| goe tothe Phyſiriany 1 $4. 12, 10. thisws the 
| advice of the holy man Samwel, when the 
| of Ifracl had deale baſely with the Lord, by a 
| ſting offhis yoake, (for when they caſt off Samuel, 
| they rejected the Lord) at laſt the Lord opens 
their eyes,andafeds their hearts wich thoſetheir 
| finnes,now,faith Semeelinthe tenth verſe,Stand 
| and ſce this great thing which. the Loxd will dv be- 
| fore your eye, is it uot now wheap harveſt #1 wil al 
' »pon.the Lord, and hee. ſhall fend great thunder md 
 raine, that youmay perceive: thas your wirheduſſ i 
 great;thatyou have done inthe ſixht of the Lord; now 
the Lordaccordinglyas Saxmel had aid, thun- 
dered: terribly from heaven'; now when the 
| heardthis;andiſaw Gods anger therein, they were | 
driven toa.kitde of a maze, and! were: almoſt :t 
their wits end; and:fajd; Prop gin 
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The Seuler effeiugd calling re Chriſt, nn.” 
ceneel orders unto them; Semuel-well aw thar 
this is che nature of all men, -by Tcaſon of their 
cafail diRempers, that when we thinke-wee are 
504 good caſe ,wenever looke after mercie: ; and 
when we are apprebenfive of our ownebaſenefle 
1nd wretchedneſſe, wee dare not looke towards 
nercie: before they ſaw-their finnes and Gods 
ogerfor thera, they never cared for mercie, bar: 
ny they heard che chupder, and appretir 

iſpleaſure therein, they durſt notpoe 
Godformercic : now Marke how Sameed chalkes 
our a middle way berweene them both, in che 
meatieth verſe, F care mes, ſaith he, you have done 
o thi wickedueſſe, yet depart not from following the 
und, but ſerve the Lord with all your bearts, neither 
tone jour backes after waine things that can; profit 
yu debing; as who ſhould ſay, Iwill nor leflen 
jourfinnes, you have finned grievouſly,you have 
ned fearfully, and hainonſly, I intend not to 
excuſe. or exrenuate your wickednefſe : bus des 
| det u6e frog the Lord 4 as who ſhovid fay ,-you 
nil begote from God now'; you will looke for 
tomeretes you will expe nofavour ; theLord 
jou have caſt aff, and therefore you thinke hee 
vill caſt-off you, take heed:rof chat, depurtinot 
tom the Lord, for that is to follow lying/vani- 
ies, andrhat is to forſake your owne mercies: _ 
ſoche ſoule of a pore: ſinner ſhovid reaſon thus; 
 Totme, my ſins are many, oy. Wants arg cxcees 
dngly caultiplied, have finnedagainſt God,arid 
Wditouraged,and ſhallIhe more. diſcouraged, 
adfnme more againſt God > Iigm miſcrable by 
— Bbbb 2 departing 
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cajJ—u_ 


| departing from God, and ſhall 1 wo more - 
c20u dareſt 


_ fromGod, and be more miſerable > 
| not goeto Chriſt for mercie, why ? becauſethay 
| haſt ſinned, and wile thou depart from God fiij 


2.Cure, 
_ tobroken hearted finners;thoſe thatare obſtinat, 


and be more finfull ? that is againſt all reaſon, 
Theſecondcure is this; all this whilel 


| wicked, and ungodly men, ſtandyou by,'y 

muſt give mee leaveto deale the x? Fake La 
' tothern, you had your portion formerly, lerthe 
children havetheir bread alſo,and rake their hue 


too : the ſecond cure therefore is this ; make con- 


| ſcience, eirher not to attend to, ornot judge thy 
| ſelfe or thy eſtate by any carnall reaſon without 
 . a warrant: I willrepear it againe,becauſe would 


not have you forget it z make conſcience; My, 


_ either toattend to,or judge thy ſc]te orthy eſtate 
| by any carnall reaſon, or carnall plea without 
| reaſon or warrant : as thus, it is the faſhion of 


poore diſtrefſed ſpirits to paſſe heavic doome, 


| andto ſet downe heavie ſentences upon them- 
| Rives, upon falſe, or weake, or groundleſſeags- 
| ments, as, I never fonnd Gods mercie, I never 


fel it, I never waspcrfivaded of it, I feare it wil 


| not be ſo, thus we have theſe carnall pleas, wich 


our mindes invent, and Satan ſuggeſts; and wee 


| judge our ſelves by theſe, as the witneſſes that 


_ that are broken 


fhould: warrant-our eftates, as the Judge tx 
ſhould determine of our eſtatesz now make ca0- 


 ſcienceof jadgingrhy eſtatc in this manner: Jo 


ed, (for to you [ſpeate) 


moſe 
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"ore haino0s than you imegine : for when thou 


> 


tuch given you no- grace, Upon theſe grounds, 
Y nick againſt how many Commandmer.ts thou fin- 
ret; firſt, thoa doſt wrong thine owne honour 
tat God hath put upon theein giving thee grace; 
hoy fineſt alſo againſt the third Commande- 
neat; hn wanting that reverence which is due to 
Gods name, and the worke of grace hee hath 
wrought in thy ſoule, thou dampeſt thy owne 
teart,and art a ſpiricuall murtherer,and ſo finneſt 
auinſt the fixr Commandement : thon robbeſt 
thy ſelfe of that comfort of heart, andrefreſhmene 
ofminde that God hath prepared for thee, and 
| ofered unto thee, and fo finneſt againſt the 
eighth commandement ; nay, you do: beare falſe 
wineſſe infinitely,you ſpeake againſt your ſelyes, 
tothe overchrowing of your ſoules, and you beare- 
falſe witneſle againſt Chriſt, and his Spiric, and 
the worke of his grace, whereby you are ſealed: 
wp to the day of redemprion, and you joyne 
Fo wich the Devill in this caſe, But: you will 
'£ | 


EFz9 


| 
itzeſſe ; if thou affirmeſt a- thing thou haft no 
goond for, thou beareſt falſe witneſfe though 
therrue: this is a rule which Divines hold, if a 
nan ſhonld affirme peremprorily, fucha manis a 
16406 yet he knowes it nor,though be be 
®,yethee bearerh falſe wicnefſe, becauſe a mans 
Bbbb 3 witnefſe 
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-orciadeſt certainly thy eſtate isnaughe, and God 


Try ſpeake as thinke, and afirme as I am'01;,8, 
afirer,this hinders notbur thou beareſt falſe _1»ſw. 
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. witnefſe muſt bee upon ground and knows” 
| ſothou peremptorily afrmeſt, whe Tet 
| no, will God vouchlate avy good to mee? I yill 
| never beleeveit ; now thou certainly affirmeſy of 
_ thy ſelfe,thatchou haſt no.trnegrace, whenther 
. is nogroundfor it, but ſafpition,and fegrc;andhe 
| like, and therefore thou beareſt falſe witneſy 
| againſt thy ſonle : obſerve this the rather, bo. 
| cauſe of the ſinfull diſtempers thatcreepintotie 
| hearts of many Chriſtians broken and bumhled, 
| and it is uſuall and common this is their guite 
| ontof a ſelfe will of carnall reafonings, and ax 
ofa baſe hannt of heart, they ſwell againſtthews | 
ſelves and their owne- ſoulcs, their hearts come 
| to beeperſwaded , that they are not ina right 
| courſe, that they walkenot ina right way, unkfſe 
they bee _quarrelling and opgpling the workeof 

| Gods grace in their ſoules, andout of aſclife com : 
| ceitof theirs, that they are moalded into bya- 

- ſtome, they thinke they have libertie to doe bs, 
| andthatthey doe well-info' doing : now thinke 
of it you that are humble,' know that you finge 
_ fearfully all this while, and it is very remarkwle 
| to take notice of the ſoule in this kinde tin 
 c#ſeof conſcience, whena poore brokenneanel 
_ ſirmec hath hisjudgetment informed , whence: 
 ſonsare plaine, and when: the comforts erecketr 


| ly evidenced, when' Seriptares are —_—_— 
| theſepoore creaturesnow dacnoriſo much ates? 
 whatyourſpeak, and wharthe Miniſterdaith, ad 
the Worddelivers, butall cheir care 15,00! ' thef 
may anſwer a mans reaſan, and putoff ——_ 


m— 
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rn r, and they count it a matter of 
if they cannot. anſwer any thing that 


- ded crothem for their comfort;it is ad- 
mirable to conſider, and but that daily experi- 
ce teacherh ns, wee would. not fpeake ir, nor 
-oald we beleeve it z therefore rake notice of ir, 
idknow,that howſoever you giveleave to your 
ane ſoales to doe this, and have invented rea- 
ons and arguments to gainſay the power of the 
wth,aad todefeat the power of the Word ; goe 
jd: and wonder, that the Lord hath not taken 
my from thee all the worke of his grace, andall 
the comfore of his Spirit, admire at this, that 
when thou haſt caſt off all grounds of comforr, 
ja God derh vouchſafe it to thy fonle 2 the Pro 
phet David prayeth, that the Lord would turne 
way hiseyes from beholding of yanitie; now if 


| aman maſt turnc away his eyes from beholding 


efranitic, he muſt carne away his thoughts from 
atending to vanitie much more z hath God ever 
mameaminde toconſent to Satun ? hath God 
mer given. me a tongue to parly withSatan?lhave 
lmetbingelſe rodoe, Lmuſt attend to the coun- 
dof God,I muſt 2rrend and liſten to-the- voice 
God, I muſt nor liſten te the ſuggeſtions of 
tan, that I have nothing to doe withall,ſinne 
eply in ſo-doing, no: man. in reaſon will 'deale 
aha cheator, if hee know-hineobe a theator, 

he meane tobecoureneds. ſa ir ought to- 
our wiſdome,camnall reaſon isacheator,and an 
adkcriver, let ns not therefore artendehercun« 
®vr beruledchereby; unteflc we reſolve tobe 


cheated : 
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The Soules effeFuall cillingte Chrifh, 


| witnefſe muſt bee upon ground and knowiedg, 
| ſorhou peremptorily aftrmeſt; whar, 1 grace) 
| no, will God youchlate avy good to mee? [ pill 
| neverbelceveit ; nowthou certainly affirmeſ 
_ thy ſelfe,thatchou haſt-no:trae grace, whenther 
is no ground for it,but ſafpicion,and fearc;andthe 
| like, and therefore thou beareſt falſe witneſh 
againſt thy ſoule : obſerve this the rather, bs 
- cauſe of the ſinfull diſtempers thar creep intothe 
| hearts of many Chriſtians broken and humbled, 
and it is nſuall and common this is their uit 
out of a ſelfe will of carnall reaſoningy, and ant 
| ofabaſe hannt ofheart, they ſwell againſtthem 
| ſelves and their owne: ſonlcs, their hearts come 
_ to bee perſwaded , that they are not in44 right 
courſe, that they walkenot ina right way, unkſe 


they bee quarrelling and opppfing the workeel 


| Gods grace in their ſoules, andout of aſclfecon. 
| ceitof theirs, that they are moalded into bya- 
ſtome, they thinke they have libertic to doe bo, 
and that they doe well-inſo doing : now thinke 
; of it you that are humble,” know chat you finge 
_ fearfully all this white, and it is very remarkwle 
to take.notice of the ſoule in this kinde tn 


| caſeof conſcience, when a poore bro | 

{ when the comforts ereckt» 
| ly evidenced, when Seriptares are undchiabie 
 theſepoore creaturesmow doenor fo muchas! _ 
_ wharyouſpeak, and wharthe Miniſter ſaith, ad 
the Word delivers, but all cheir care.is,how if 
may anſwer a mans reaſon, and putoff a 


& 


Ts - i EIN -__ 4 
wy thing 
ppropoanded rothem for their com is ar 
ninbleto conſider, and but that daily experj- 
ce teacherh ns, wee would norfpeake ir, nor 
coold we beleeve it z therefore rake notice of ir 
adknow,that howſoever you giveleaye to your 
ame ſoules to doe this, and have invented rea- 
ons and arguments to gainſay the power of the 
mth,and to defeat the power of the Ward ; goe 
d6de and wonder, that the Lord hath not taken 
may from thee all the worke of hisgrace, andall 
the comforc of his Spirit, admire chi 
when thou haſt caſt "attach h = 
| $0 

jtGoddeth vouchſafe it to thy fonle _ Nu 
phet David prayeth, that the Lord would turne 
you —_ from ROY of yanitiez now if 
a turne away his f1 | 
ofranitic, he muſt tank ark Ea 
ending to vanitie much more z bath God ever 
9 roconfenrt to Satan ? hath God 
en 
elf , Lmuſt attend to che coun- 
_— muſt acrend and liſten to-the voice 
ou A ig liſten te the ſuggeſtions of 
ern E __ nothing to doe withall, bfinne 
xr nfs no: man in reaſon will deafe 

— 

* 2: ſa ir 'to- 
open camel] ec 194 cheator,and an 

Ts 3 ; hereforc | attend zthereun-» 
®orberuledchereby; untelics we reſolve robe 
| cheated: 
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) | cheared: bur if the finne-cannotfrare Jou, ye 
+ lerthe miſeric that will follow | 

' Jou,anddrive your heartsfromir:in Eſ.50.2hf 
verſes, therext faith, #ho « among you thatftarch 
71; Lord, let him beare the voice 0 of by ſervam, beth 
walkes in darkneſſe, and bath nolight, let bites 
the Lord, and flay upon bis God; there is a compa. 
riſon made betweene the Saints of God, thatyil 
liſten to the voice of the Lord, and the diredion 
of his ſervants, and thoſe chat will follow their 
owne humours, and carnall rcafonings, andſty 
thereupon: he chat walketh i in darkneſſe, and ” 

no light, let him raft in the name of the Lord, 

_ 1s, though a ſinner bee never ſo pe adit 

. ſorrowofhearr though there be Lan uw 
ſerie withoar, and horrour of heart within, yetif 
' — hee will heare the voice of Gods ſervants; , Fol 
| broken hearts, that have not ſtoppedyonrears 
tothe comfort that God hath revealed, ktthen 
truſt in the Lord : but now marke what _—_ 

the laſt verſe, Behold all thas kindle a fire, and 
- compaſſed about with ſparkes, walke you inthe i 

of your fire,andin the ſparkes chat you havebi 
this ſb.all you have at my hand, 5 _— Lye downt i 
forrow, 1 will feemanata — Kg nd then apply 
it, what is meant by fire and ſparkes bere, 4 


word, in the old law = was alwayes firekep 
in the fanQuarie, heavenly fire that came ” 
from heaven, afid this did ſhew the wiſdome 
dire&tion of God in his word ; but n0# there 


was ſtrange fire which Nadab and 4bibw oferh 


that is, they did not take of the fire oftels 


* 
——— —T. two. 
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ine which God ſent from heaven, but they 
coke fire of their owne, that 1s, their owne devi. 
ces, and imaginations, and diſputes ; the ſparkles 
wdpleas of your owne thoughts, they are your 
one fire; every poore creature Carries his tin- 
krbox about him, and is anvilling and forging 
be owns conceits : I thinke it nor, I conceive ir 
ot, Lamnot perſivaded of ir; this is your owve. 
fre, thatis the firſt thing ; then marke what fol- 
oweth, walke in the light of your fire, and inthe 
harkes that yon have kindled,you ſhall lie down 
ofotrow: walke in the light of your fire. Hee 
doth not allow this, but he takes ir asa thing for- 
ore, as who ſhonld ſay, You will follow your 
ome conceits and imaginations; you have ham- 
mered ont ſparkes, and you will ſtrike fire outof 
jourowne carnall reaſonings, and you will bee 
taken aſide by them; there is no reproving of 
jou, there is no removing of you from it : ſother 
mo thiags are cleare : Firſt, the heart will coyne 
anall reaſons, and forge ſinfull conceits, and 
Men it will perſiſt in thera 3; and marke what fol- 
onch, this is that which you ſhall have army 
And, you ſhall lie downe in ſorrow ; this will 
Mg ſorrow to thy ſoale, when the' fire of tt c 
Utuury burnes cleere, when comforts are plain, 
nd Scriptures are pregnant, and reaſons undeni- 
Me, you will kindle your owne fire, and com- 
Ur your ſelves about with your owne ſparkes, 
"000 will attend cothem, and bee ruled by . 
«R; well,doe ſo: but rhis I tcl{ you, there is no 
ad ball fuccour you, an4 bring comfort vnteo 
Cecc you, 


_—_ 
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| yon, you ſhali bave this atthe hand of the Lorg: 

| you ſhall lie downe in ſorrow, and then you ſhal 
| repent you bappily, and fling away your tinder 
| box, and your carnall reaſonings and imagingi- 
| ons: thisis the ſecond cure, 

\ Thethirdcureisthis, be marvellous wary and 
exceeding watchfull that you enter not intocon- 
| tention with Satan upon theſe rermes, whereup- 
' on youcannot determine a controyerſie: Ican- 
| nottell how to cxpreſſe my ſelfe better. Enter 
| not, Iſay,into the liſts of diſpute with Satan,con- 
| cerningthoſe things which belong notuntoyou: 
| asfor example, If I bee eleed, then I ſhall bee 
ſaved ; but I am not cleed, I have injoyed | 
Gods ordinances, and lived under the precious | 
means of grace and ſalvation, and they hayenot 
wrought upon my heart ; Iperceive that Godin. 
tends to doe'no good unto my ſoule,thereforeall 
my labor is in vain, when I have donewhat Ica, 
I ſhall periſh. Sometimes againe the ſoule faith, 
the day is paſt, and the time is gone : Oh, the 
times of grace, and dayes of mercy that I bare 
ſeene, the Lordcame kindly comy ſoule,andws 
pleaſed gratioufly to reveale my finnes t0-1) 
ſoule : bur then hard hearted 1, and ſtubborne 
wretch I, I ſhat the doore againſt the Lord Jelws 
 Chrift, and now mercy is gone, the day 1s Ot, 
the time is paſt, and the ſanne is ſet, there 1800 
no hope of mercy. If the deyill catch a manup® 
theſeliſts, there is nodetermination of the poith 
for upon this ground a man ſhall never gaine# 
{wer to himſelte, hee ſhall never gaine eaſe _ 


at let et ts. es 
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<oaſcience ; for if I know notthe things of this 

narure, and if no manelfe knowes them, how 
alla1y man adminiſter comfort, or how ſhall I 
r-ableto receive comfort ? therefore take heed 

ofit, Iris in this caſe with a finner, as it is with 

z traveller; rheeves overtake him, and pretend 

tolead bim a faire way,at laſt they carry him into 

i wildernefſe, and lead him into a deſertwhere 

noman comes by, where no mans voycecan bee 

teard, and there they doe what they lift, becauſe 

there is no helpe to bee expetted, no paſſenger 

comes neere: So it is with the fonle, when Sa- 

wn gets him into theſe ſtraits, and wilders him 

nthedeſarrsof Gods ſecret connfelsof election 

andthe like, there is no paſſenger comes by this 

wy, 0 man can apprehend theſe ſecrer things 

of Gods counſel], and therefore no man'can ade 

winter ſaccour or comfort : therefore for your 

caution and direction in this caſe, I will ſuggeſt 

tele three rules, 

Thefirſt ruſe is this, let thy ſoule in this per- 
plexicy ſtay it ſelfe, and irs owneftaggering upon 
thepower of God : Epheſ.3.20, the text ſaith,chas 
Guts able ro doe exceeding abandantly above all char 
Kunakeoy thinke : Gen. 17, t | am God Abl-ſulfs- 
13 ! attend to Gods ſn fficiency,; and reſt tpon 
ie Almightineſſ: of his power, and ſuppert thy 
tarcthereby. w 

burthe ſoule m1y ſap, what is thisto me's I 04;(8, 
inorthe Lord is abl= enough, 4d at>ſufficient, 
mbowdoe 1 know that God will fhewmeicy, 

d tomy ſoule? 
Cccc 2  Lanſwer, 
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I anſwer, and marke whar I lay, if thou bees 


#1 throughly perſwaded indeed of Gods all-ſofc, 
| ency, it will helpe rhce this way, for if God c;n 
| doe exceeding abundantly aboye all that wee 


| canaskeorthinke, rhen God can will, for onghe 
| thon knoweſt, above all thatwee can thinke & 
| ask;thou canſt not know or conceive of Godspo- 
| wer, thou canſt not defire ſo much ay Godis able 


ro doe, nor conceive ſo much as he is able toper: 


| forme: therefore Gad may be willing to doethee 


good, though thou conceiveſt it nor, for this [ 
rake to bee a truth, that generally the ſoule doth 
never ſadly donbt of Geds Will, bat in fone 
meaſure it doubts of Gods Power, for if Godhe 
able to doe more than I can apprehend,and more 


than Tamabletodefire, then God hath as wel 


power to will to doe me good, as heeis ableto ; 


doe me good, he hath power to will codocmee 


good, above all thatT can thinke or defire, and 


| hee that doubts of the one, donbts of the 


i 
2 Rube. 
| 
k 


other, 
The ſecondrule is this, checke thy owne foul 


| for prying into Gods ſecrets; blame thy ſelfe and 


chat deeply for thy curioſity, in that thou lookel! 
beyond thy laſt, as it is in the proverbe, andſov 
reſt roo high, and medleft with choſe things thor! 
haft nothing to doe withall : you meddle wit 
Gods ElefQtion, and with Gods Will and ferret 
Counſell; 1 charge you meddle with yonr om 
buſineſſe,meddle with that you have to doevith 
all,meddle with your owne daries and 
and keepe your owne ſtation ; checke your _ 
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hearts thereforc, and when Satan would lead you 


out into a wilderneſſe, and ſuggeſt theſe things 
antoyou, How doe you know God hath eleted 
jou? doc you pray? and what if you doe pray?doe 
roy heare? and what if you doe heare? When 
tisthus with thee, checke thine owne heart for 
rrjing into Gods ſecrets, and meddle with thar 
hon haſt to doe withall : Dext. 29. 29, Secret 
things belong to God, revealed things betoag to ws, and 


tur children » What have you to doe with Gods 


ſecrets? what hath that proud heart and cur:ous 
- winde of yours with Gods ſecrets? ElcCtion be- 
longs to God, it 3s his prerogatiye : 1 Corin. 2,16. 
Th hath knowne the minde of the Lord? Youthbar 
willbe aloft in th2 skie, and mounting up to hea- 
ven, who ever knew the minde of the Lord? Sa- 
tan and your thoughts tell you ſo, that you were 
never elected , why, Satan is alyar, he knowes it 
lot, nor thou knoweſt it not neither 2 who ever 
knew the minde of the Lord? minde you your 
one matters, doe you What God commands, 
performe thoſe duties God injoynes you, keepe 
your owne ſtation, all the Angels in Heaven,and 
all the men upon Earth, nevcr knew the minde 
ofthe Lord : therefore never prie into Gads ſe- 
ets, Pongh 3. 9g, When God had threatned N#- 
moe todeſtroy it, and had ſent 7oxah to ſpeake 
reandpowder : Oh, all you drunkards of Nini- 
ve, and all you blafphemers of Ninivie, ardall 
ju prophane wretches of Ninivie, vengeance 
come upon yon, and fire from Heaven ſhall 
foy you ; they were now at amaze, anddri- 
"Gere © yen 


— 
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vento a ſtand: now marke what the King faith 
; Heecauſed a faſt to bee proclaimed both for man ay 
beaft 5 and commanded ail r0 Cop mihtily #nto the 
Lord, and 16 rurne from their evill wajes, for why 
can tel}, ſaith he, whether che Lord will ture 
his fierce wrath from mw that wee periſh not? . wiocly 
rell but that the Lord may yet ſhew mercy and fauny 
In the perdoning of # 2 (o ſay thou when Satan 
remprs thee,and temptation ſuggeſts untothee; 
You ſeeke ro God for pardon in theuſe of the 
means that God hath appointed, and youinjoy 
the precious means of grace and ſalvationzBwith 
#0t in bim that willeth, nor in biz that yunacth, butin 
God that ſheweth mercy :; but God will never fhew 
any favour toyon, God will never vouchfafe any- 
mercy toyou, God will never beſtow any grace 
upon you, if yon pray till your tongue falters,and 
7OuUr eyes finke in your heads, and your heart 
Lites, it will doe youno good, God will never 
give you grace : why, how can Satan tell this? al 
the devils in hell know not this, all the Angebin 
Heayen know it not ; therefore walke thou in 
thy owne wayes, follow thine owne talke, dot 
thar thou oughtſt ro do, and performe what God . 
requires, and ler God doe what hee pleaſe, and 
fay, let me doe whar I ſhonld, whocantel{ whit 
God may doe ? who knowes but God may break 
my hard heart? who knowes but God may pat 
don my finnes ? -who knowes bur God inay git , 
me p2wer over my corruptionsnay, who knowei 
bur God will coo? Satan himſelfe cannot tell:tbat 
Is the ſecond rule. TS The 
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"The third rule is this 4 meaſure not the riches 3 Zabe.| 


ofGod, nor the freenefle of his mercy, according 
0 the ſcantling of your owne imaginations, and 
xccording ro the. fadome of your owne con- 
its ; doe not thinke becauſe you cannot doe ir, 
therefore God cannot doe it , becauſe you cannot 


| conceive it, therefore God cannot werke it; ſtint 


nor, limic not the Holy one of Iſrael fo as hee 
mult ſtand at your tribunall in this matter, and be 
within your liſts and compaſle : Ic is a ſweer 
riſfage, Eſay 55. 7, Marke there the exhortation 
ofthe Prophet, Let the wicked forſake bus wayes,and: 
the anrighteow man his owne thoaghts, and retarne 
antoche Lord, and he will hawe mercy upon him, and 
tear God, for be wil abundantly pardon: Agit he 
had faid, all you unrighteons, you that have cou-« 
rened and derained, and dealt falfely and unjuſt» 
ly; youthat have lived wickedly and prophane- 
ly,kt chem all forſake their wicked wayes, and 
turnefrom their vaine imaginations, and returne 
untothe Lord, andreturne not to themſelves,and 
theirowne conceits, -but let them come untothe 
ord, and hee will abundantly pardon z bur the 
oulereplies ; ; 

Willthe Lord pardon all theſe ſinnes? 

Why I, he isabundantly able to pardon. 

Butcan he pardon the abundance of my pride? 

wilche Lord forgive the abundance of my baſe 
diſtempers of my heart ? will the Lord remit all 
ay ſtubbornnefſ© and- rebellion againſt the Goſ- 
Pell? I cannot thinke it, I cannotconceiveit. 

Youcannor conceive it, you cannot S_m_ 

ut 
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-but marke what the Prophet ads; My thoughts are 
nor _ rhoughts, neither are your wayes my wayes 
faith the Lord: as if hee hadſaid, apoore figner 
thipkes his finne unpardonable, and conceive 
that it is impoſſible to get his ſinnes ſubdued, and 
his ſoule comforted : indeed ir is true, you are 
finfallmen, you have fooliſh thoughts ; But « 
che He1wens are higher than the earth, ſo are my wayy 
higher than your wayer, and my thoughts bigherthan 
your thoughts: therefore I can give you mercy, 
|thovgh you cannot conceive it ; I can doe you 
good, though you cannot thinke it ; bur the 
a ſoule will ſtill bee ready to obje& and 
+ ay, 
| There was never any in that caſe tharlamin 
received to mercy, and therefore why ſhould1 
. | expect it? CR 
| Why, Matthew 9. 53. when Chriſt had there 
| done a miracle, the text faith, the ike was new 
ſeexe in Iſrael; all the people ſtosd gazing, and 
were taken upin admiration, at the power ofthe 
Lord, and ſaid, Never ws any ſuch thing donenl|. 
rae] ; therefore God can doe things that were 
never done before. Imagine the Lord did pardon 
never any ay bad as thee, which isfalſe ; yet God 
| can doe that which was never yet done; nay,the 
place is incomparable, zob 9. 10. Hee duth grew 
| things pa#t finding ont, yea marveliow things with 
| out number ;, the Loyd doth great things which are 
 wnſearchable, and workes wonders without nombtr: 
| though you could "never finde ont ſuch thingy 
yet God candoe them though the thing vee - 
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ger ſogreat, kecan dociry] chough rkething 


never lo hard, he can accomplith irg- nay choogh 


hog canſt nor nuwber and account.them, God 
xo doe great things wirhoure. number, and work 


wonders b2yond meaſure 5 and therefore judge 
= 


torGod, by what thogconceiveſt and ima 
wdge nor his infinitenefſe according to che weals 
(antling of ehy imaginations. | | 
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be 


The fourth cure is this, and it.is {peciallyto be 4.C ure; 


chſerved above all'the reſt; in thy iprocceding 
withrhy ſelfe, and inthy judgementof thy ſeife, 
repaireunto the word of the Lord, 'andpaſſe.not 
mence upon thy owne'foule, but according'to 
the evidence and verdidt thereof, you will cer- 
uiply-forget ir, I have:had fo much experjence 
thereof; bur I|befeech-pou thinkeofityn ali de» 
terminations of thy eſtate, when thou conſulteſt} 
wiether thou art in a good cſtate; or in'a bad 
eſtate, ler thy ſentence and judgement-upon thy 
ſelfebe paſſed by the word |; if chou arexotice aps 
proved, lerthe VWord of Godupproveithee; if 
thou art to be condemned, letthe word of Gad 
condemne thee ; if ton art to-be examined, tet 
the Word of God examine theei:-patieinorycare 
not what the world Gait, arid whatedroprations 


loggeſt;/bur heare whar Ebriſtdaithg and liſten 


yr, oo Wordof God OM 
"nt pa eth;andif the: Wor | e: 


fake againſt: thee; and/{if-cbe VWord:' ſpe 


Pink thee, no matter choagh! all the-friends in 


vc weld ſpeake for the 5 bgg be/ſurealwrayesr0 


Dddd appeale 
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| rothe Word: xt aman have a {vic inlaw, 


wiſe, hee will nottet them, 'hce will ftayctillthe 
Judge comes to the aſlizes then hew!l determine 
it : {odeale with thy fonle,doe not put thy eſte 
to be tried, and thy:conditionto-be (canned (with 
a cowpanic of wrangling lawyers:; ag imaging 
ons of heart,and vauiticsof minde,and carnallres. 
ſoniogs, tut ſtaytillehe Judge comes, and yeel} 
tothe veedidt:of the trath; 1Epbeſ, 5,12. the tex 
faith, - AV itbings when rhey are reproved af the lgh, 
ſhall be: made manifeſt,” for it #« light that mates dl 
ehings manifeſt ; the light is the hght of the word, 
and theevidence ef therrach : now abſerveit,al 
ſenſe,andfeetings,andcarvallreafonings,/atelike 
clouds and miſts, that@man cannot fee his #1; 
bat” bring all. co che 4ight, andthen the caſemil 
bediſcovereghand thy eſtate mace manitelt wha 
it is, Xatch-Er. 29. apply the: counſell. whit 
Chriftthere giees,and wee ſhould follow, Lone 
of me;lairh be; fart: bumble and meete, andy 
ſhall finderef unto your ſoules., as the Plalmilt 
ſerves it, witlhearewhut tbe Lord faith romyſmn; 


ſorakeGodscounfedl; andday, I will lira ns 


attend; aries cithall reafon,' cr doubts, 
feares, or ſuſpitions will ay; bar whartheLo 
willſkp ythisis the cauſe we want xc; he owl 
why: @cnihaverreftiefe :conditons, and du 
Joubtidgsand quarrellings, and cati Ginde 10199 
Tingfor 'foules ro reftupon; 89 ys 
beare,/fontacieats hold check - nr 


eit,al 
relike 
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-—heeauſe they will nor learne of their Father, 
:ndof che Lord Jeſus Chriſt, hence it is that di- 
Weſſed ſoules caſt off comforts; what, I grace? 
nd what I ever receive good, and I tirlero the 
nomiſe? that were ſtrange, no, it belongs to 
humble and broken hearted ones, were T fo hum- 
bed as fuch, and ſo inlarged as ſuch Chriftians, 
then there were ſome hope, bur I charam ſo-full 
ofweaknefſes, andof frailties, and now and then 
oercome by diſtempersz whar, 1 faity2nogFoam 
rever thinke it, I fuſpe& I neverhad ir, I doabe 1 
xever (hall have itz nay, T conclude all isnaughtfor 
tewhile z who rold you ſo? where learned you 
that, where learned you all theſe kindes of refo« 
lations and concluſions ? why ? I feare ir, I'fr< 
pea ir, and imagine it, and the like, why 2 then 
ketold you ſo, and nor the Lord Jeſus Chriſt; 
ths is the caſe , and Texhorr you, thar\are'ſer- 
yattsofthe Lord,obferve and take'norireof this, 
ly, learne of the Lord, and take notice of che 
mthofche Lord, and then you ſhall finde reſt to 
Jourſonles 3 you complaine you have nat quiet 
ndcomfort, and you ſhalt never bee affured of 
pods love, bur yon ſhall goe with griefe and ſor- 
ov toyour graves: why 2 it is your ownefanle, 
k:meof your Cabir ack chen yon ſhall have reſt; 
Jot pat your eftates to be determined by-carnall 
raſon, and your doubrs and infirmities tcl} you 
©,700 ſhall never come to reſt whilethe world 
lands, why > here is noreft tobe had, no caſe ro 
detxpedted, learneof the Lord Jeſus, his wordis 
ſee, bimſelfe fairbfuli, andhis promiſe rue, and 
Ms” Dddd 2 when 
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when you repaire thither, you ſhall finde reſt; if 


| you reſt vpan a righe bottome, you ſhall 
tang conſolation vouchiafed unto » 
| Butyou williſay's - $955" Ween 
May not a'man bee. deceived; and what ft 
\ ſhould? may notI as well as anather , andwhy 

* if 1 ſhould» 

| { Obſerve what now Ifay, and [ am fully perſia. 
ded, that many poore ſoules are ſtaggering ang 
working with: themſelves about their own: 
eſtare : I anſwer, ther ir is poſlible fora manty 
bee couzened in regar4 of himſelfe.; but Lake 
this queſtion, who ſhall teach thee, and diret 
thee, and eſtabliſh thee upon a right bottone? 
 _ rerne whither thon' wile, and doe what they 
' | _ canſt, thou muſt come to the word of God; the 
* word of God can only ſettle thy ſoule, andeſts 
| bliſhthy conſcience inthe aſſurance of Godslove, 
andtherefore.thou muſt come tothis, and befor: 
thou doeft cometo this, thou canſt never have 
eftabliſht per{wafions of Gods love, andallthole 
abilities thou drearreſt of : thou ſaiſt ſuch awa 
is hambled,and werc thou ſagracious, and foct- 
ried onina goodcourſt, it were ſomewhat; wiy, 
how Yoeſt thon know whether he be cozened or 
no > how doeſt rhon know his humiliation s 
found,and his conſolationgoed ? bur know thit 
the word of God-is the Judges I meane thelw 
whereby thou ſhale bee:judg ,\ when all thy 
hopes, andall thy ſenſe, and. feelings, andpr* 
ſwafions of others: ſhall never bee heard; but 
caſt off; the word of God muſt onely judgeren 
13707 * DBCC, : 
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ay thee, when. this life ſhall nor be. 
Now for our direion- herein. foure things are 
 chſervableg how to order our; ſelves. aright, co 


kane this 5kill to repaire: to-the-word,/jand to- 
ne cyidence and cleare apprehenſion- of our 


"wie eſtates, by attending to the truth: the/e 


ulesare eſpecially obſervable, and here lies the- 

maine cure of carnall reaſon, that doth preſſe in- 
the minde, and dawpes the bcart thereof, 

thar we may ſo uſe the word,that we may be eſta«. - 


fiſhed thereby : 


The firſt rule is this ; as in all the conditions 1. Role. 


that concerne thy ſonle, thou mwſt firſt-repaire 
wthe word,andattend rhereuntodaily, ſolooke 
mo the uprightnefſe and finceritie of thine 
owneſoule, which may inſome meaſure anſwer 
tteword ; hcare whatthe word will ſay, and ſee 
what worke of grace is in thy beart, that will an- 
| ſmerthe word,and joyne fides in the teſtimonie 
ofthe happineſſe of rhy eſtate and condition; be 
ſaretotake thy ſouleat the beſt, doe notalwayes 
confider what is the worſt-in thee,: andigoe no 
farther, doe not only ſee thy failings and infirmi- 
ues 00 one fide that accuſe thee, bur ſee if there 


 beeary ſoundnefſe and uprightneſſe, any good- 


reſſe and truth of heart,that may ſpeake for thee: 


bexre both ſides ; icis-injuſtice toheare one fide, - 


 addeterminea cauſe thereby; as the Lord degls 
vith his ſervants, ſo thou-ſhouldſtdeale withtby 
tlfe; now-rhe Lord doth not lycat acatch with 
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ceed againſt chem accordingly, bur be takes then 
arthe beſt hand ; Rom. 4.22. it isathing veryre. 
markable concerning 45rabam, 4brehambeleemel 
amd it was counted to bim for righteouſneſſe; when 
did God ſpeake concerning Abrahams taith, the 
time was when 4brabambeleeyed nor, his faith 
is diſcovered, Gew?ſ.1 5, in the beginning we ſhall 
ſee he beleeved nor, but was doubting and ſtagye. 
riaz concerning Gods giving him a Sonne, now 
God lookes not at his/infirmities; burGod takes 
him at che beſt, 4brahbam beleeved, orc. a littlebe 
fore 4brahamdoubted, thou hat promiſed aSomn, 
but I perceive it not, then God led him into the 
fields, and diſcovered his power and goodndfe, 
and then Abraham beleeved ; and this is (tillre- 
| cordedand regiſtred of 4brabemrto all poſteritie; 
ſo 1 Pex. 3.6, where 84arah is ſpoken of, as a pat- 
terne to all holy women, not for ber broidercd 
haire; butthe rex ſaith, Shee was clad with a mecke 
 |ſpivie, and called her huband Lord, Gemef. 18. there 

. wefſhall read, that ſhe called him Lord, anditwas 
her dutie,and ſhe did well in ſo doing : but there 
we ſhallread in the ſame place, that ſhee denied 
the tidings of the Angell, now the Lord buries 
_ |herfailings, and doth nortrecord and regiſter 

{thar, but hee rooke her srrhe beſt, and recorded 

that; fowe muſt deale wich our ſelves, wee mult 

notlye at the carciwith our hearts, and ſay, this 

is navghe, and this 1s vile, bur obſerve what 

ever is tipright and fincere, and blefſe God for 
| that, andrejoyce in that, and weigh that ax well 

a9 theother; nay, that ratherthan che orhers is 
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— Thould have a caſehandled afrer:chis faſhion, = 
W 1d if the Judge ſhould obferve onely whar is 
7 wal on one mans fide, and goc no further, the 
o noſt upright man might be. caſt in the belt cale, , 
he therefore the courſe of the-court is, he will heare 
th the reaſons and witnetles on both ſides, it there 
al teany bonds or evidences brought in, or any ar- 

” xacat to be made, he will heareall read, there 
* mu be an equall proceeding : ſhould a man have 
« WW efitwich anc cher about the forfexurce ofa bond - 
| crindenture, if :che Judge heare #ne and not the 
other, he might carry the cauſe againſt the moſt - 
% wpright man z therefore the other cries out, and . 
A fath good my Lord,heare all;and fetall be read ; 
cre faith, you may ſee the falinefſe of this man; . 
< zye, faith the otter, but heare all my Lord , and 
_ thenthe Judge is ſuthciencly ſatisfied before wit- 
nefſes; whereas if che Judge bad but herd the | 
tl part;and not rheſecond, thecaſe would have - 


k 
of preapainſt the man, thongh never ſo:good- fo 
_ many Samrsdeate with their ſonles, what a wret- 

” cied heart, what pride and ſtubbornnefſc have T? | 


> uy heart will not leave the world, it is unfit for 
lervice, and dead in ſervice; but heave all, read 
or I 4; vnorthy foule burthened withrheſe; and js | 
vt thy beart nreabled with thoſe, 'is it not a 


d 
4 I ff cothy foule, and doth itnorlye heavieup- 
is thy heart, that thou canſtnot walke exactly : 
o I f-®*God? Oh, ſaith che ſoule, iths the gred- 


eltevill that 


fy moſt rorrobe, char-T might noe be ſofin- 


; why ? then. thou art at upright hearred 
man, - 


. 
\ 
\ 
_———— ). 
_— 


—_ _ _ —_—— —— —_——  —_——— 


The Soles effeF ual caſing toChrilt, Fm 


| man, now take thyſoule on this ſide, and hears 
' the beſt of it : looke as it is witha mans hand 

' the backe of his hand cannot take hold ofa ſtaf+ 

\ buthis palme can ; if a man complaine that hee 

| cannot. hold a ſtaffe, and turne the backe of his 

| hand; no wonder, turae the right {ide of your 

| hand,and then you wilt graſpeir, and holdites 
 fily ; ſo turne the right fide of your ſoule to the 

- | promiſe, the promiſes of God are the ſtaffe that 
' upbolds our foules, and onr ſoulcs ſhonld ref 

| thereupon, and truſt thereunto:: now weeturne 
| the backfgde of our hearts to the promiſe, finb- 

| bornneſlc great, and doubtings many, and cor- 
ruptions fierce, the wrong fide of the heart is to 
the promiſe,and this will hinder chee fromcom- 
ming to, and receiving good from the word; 
| but thy ſoule ſeeth theſe, and is willing to bee 
| freed fromtheſe; thy ſoule hates theſe, and thy 
ſelfe for theſe ; this is the right fide of the hear 
 thatlyeslevell tothe promiſe : therefore attend 
| the word, and repaire daily thereto, and attend 
the better (ide, doe not attend to weaknefle and 

| feebleneſſe,butto ſoundnefſeand ſinceritic, that 
1s the fuſtrule, ' | 1: g Viet 
The ſecond rule is this, labour to havetiy cot 
ſcience ſerled, and convitingly eſtabliſhed 
thattruth, of that grace, which reaſon now 
formed doth entertaine, and rhe Word doth 

witneſſeto bee in thee; labour toget thy cot 

enceſcrledand eſtabliſhed powerfully, touching 
the truth, thatoatof che word and thee 
thercof thou haſt ſeene;, marke, Iſay, if w__— 
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iny want of the aſſurance of Gods love, and ſet- 
liogthereot ro thy ſonle, ſo that the evidenecof 
the worke of grace doth not come powerfully in 
pon thy heart, bur chere is ſome- guilt of fine 
fillcemaining, and conſcience-{till begins to ac- 
ſe thee, and condemne thee : the truth is, 
choagh reaſon be informed, yer haply conſcience 
willbreed new broyles at every turne, and pur 
nnew pleas, and fo nip, diſquiet and torment 
our hearts in ſtaggering our hearts : therefore 
4 we muſt have our judgements informed out of 
the Word, chat there is ſome good and found- 
refſe in our fonlesz ſo wee muſt get conſcience 
rerſwaded of ir, that conſcience may be'on our 
ideand ſpeake for as, A man-muſt deale in this 
 aſeadebtor, if he bee ingaged to many credi- 
tors, the oncly way to get ſafety is toagree not 
nith ſome, bur wich all; for if hee agree with all 
burone, thar one may impriſon! him and undoe 
im, as well as ten thouſand : therefore take or- 
| &rwithall creditors, that is the wiſeſt way : fo 
tis with the ſoule that lies atche mercy of the 
Lord, that is in ſo deepe arrerages, that-it cannot 
telpe ir ſelfe 3 the onely way is to take order 
with all occaſions, not onely anſwer judgement, 
llatit may not obje& againſt us, but labour to ſtill 
conſcience that it may not accuſe us, but bee on 
ar fide, and then all will bee on our fide, The 
Fant of this isrhe canſe why new ſuits are made 
and new hills puc up againſt.che {oule, the want 
*latsfying conſcience, as experience teacheth 
caſes of conſcience : rake a pore finnerthat 
F eee hath 
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 hathall objeQions and cavils anſweredfully. 
P aske 
| apoore diſtreſſed ſoule, are thcſe all the doubrs 
you have, and objections that you haye? yes: 

' | and are'they all anſwered? aye, have you 

thing.co objeCt againſt the anſwers ? no, there- 

| forenow doth conſcience ſay ir is a finne todery 
| You have anygrace : here he Rounds, and ſlagen, 
| and demurs upon the matter, and ſhakes his 
.| head, and faith, Alas, I dare not ſay fo; nay, | 
| rather ſaythe contrary, marke how reaſons were 
anſwered, the bookes drawne,the accounts made 
' up, and yetconſcience is not ſatisfied, but put 
Ina new plea; therefore call a court and: trace 
- | the bufineſſe againe ; hath not God wrought 
this in you, that though you are now andthen 
captived by ſin, yet you ſay you are willing to 
be dererred from it,willing that God ſhould take 
ſſeſhon of you, and rale you, is not this in your 
heart ? the ſoule ſaith, I ſhonld deny the workeof 
Gods grace to ſay the contrary ; why then this 
the worke of grace, then it is againſt conſcience 
to deny this, therefore conſcience give upyout 
bill, and cancellall this, for 1 ſay, hath: not this 
man grace? yeal affirme he hath, let conſcience 
be fully ſarisfied in this caſe; and when conſa- 
ence is brought on our fide and ſpcaks for us, al 
the cavils that Satan caſts and the heart make, 
conſcience will cleare the heart, and ſtands bys 
man, and cleareth all theſe cavils: 1 T#hn3.-1 
For if ouv conſciences condemne wa 10t, then have wee 
boldneſſe before God ; the meaning is, ifonr cr 
ſcience acquit us, and ſpcake for us, then m 
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Mild before God, I know the man, heis yet alive, 
that in the extretniry of horrour of heart and de- 
ſperate feare, {aid that hee had ſinned againſt the 
holy Ghoſt, and therefore would make away 
binſelfe, now chat which kept him from chat 
wicked attempt was Chis, his conſcience told him 
before, that at ſach a tim#® his heare was fiacere 
before the Lord, and that reftrained him from 
charatrempt, and ſaſtained him againſt the fiery 
puſh of temprarion, and God afterward bleſt him 
withthe aſſurance of his love and favour, . 

The third rule is rhis, wee ſhonld firive migh- 
ly to have our hearts overpowred by the evi- 
dence of the trueh, which reaſon and conſcience 
make good tous, that it may quietly entertaine 
t, and humbly and calmly welcome ir, that 
whatreaſon ſaith, and conſ{cienceconcludes, the 
heart may ſay Amen, and ſet his ſeale tothat,and 
yeeldand ſabje& it ſelfe ro it. This is the third 
fling, and here we fticke, for theſe three things 
ae inthe ſonle of a man, that doth as it were 
mantaine oppoſition againſt the evidence of the 
Word, and the yerdi& of God therein. Firſt,rea- 
lon obje&s, ſecendly, conſtience accuſeth, and 
the heart (tharis the will) gaine-ſaith, the will 
ofa man will not come under ſubmiſſion, bat ir 
b(tillon the thwarting hand, and wee finde itby 
apenience in the courſe of remptation, when a 
manhath atcended all that can be , when a man 
uth ſtilled conſcience, and that is brought on 
ar kide, yer notwithſtanding the heart ovt of a 


eſſe not being fully maſtered, and out of 
Ecee2  Aaſtont- 


(2 
[0 SE 
X F F 


The Soules effeFwall calling to Chriſt. we 


a ſtourncfle not fally conquered, ir gaine-fayesir 
and raiſeth up new, ard keeps the old quarrells 
thoſc old quarrels thar have beene anſwered lon 
agoe, that a man would haye thought they had 
beene dead long agoe, a-mans ſton heart wil 
bring thoſe in afreſh againe : it is in this caſ 
_ with a poore finner, as it is with a man thathat, 
a contentious adverſary that delights inwray. 
ling, the caſe haply hath beene tried in allthe 
courts in England, art laſt it comes into the Char- 
cery, and there it is concluded againſt him, and 
the decree pafled, ſothat now all the bufineſſeis 
eſtabliſhed z the Lawyers have pleaded it, the 
Judge determined it,and the man is overthrown, 
and therefore now in reaſon he ſhouid fit downe, 
and. yecld, bur the wrangling party perſw:de 
him that hee will not yeeld, but hee will goeto 
law againe, and ſell all he hath before hee willlet 
[ct it goe thus : therefore hee begins the ſui 
againe, and puts in the old plea, rill at Jaſtthe 
Judge knowing the man, caſts of his plea, and 
flings off his cauſe, and pats him in priſon: Hor 
dare you againſt the court and 'the lentence 
fer downe, put-in the old plea, andtrouble the 
court, and the law in this nature ? ſo 1t is with ie 
ſoule, the heart of a gracious man hombled in 
ſomemea'ureand in truth; could be contentnof 
and rhen to yeeld to the evidence of reaſon; 

verdict of conſcience; and the ſoele comesIodee 
cheered; Bleſſed be God, my eftare isbettertian 
I thought ; bur there is an old breed-bate, and 
proud {tout heart, a ſturdy ſelfc-wild hears, 
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bir begins to bring in the old pleazand will main- 
ine the old quarrcll, chough reaſon confured 
hem, and conicience condernned the weaknefle 


' thereof, and they have beene anſwered from day 


to day, yet-againſt knowledge,' and conſcience, 
1nd truth, and reaſon and all, the ſinner you 
ſhall finde our of his diſtemper ot ſpirit, will keep 
tisold objetions, and matataine his old cavils ; 
1nd if chey were anſwered over night, hee will 
hiv; them againe in the morning, whereas a 
mn would haye thought they would never have 
duſt appeared before the' evidence of the truth 
any more, becauſe che caſe was {> fully anſwered, 
add fo full- farisfied ; therefore the wonnd' is 
here, labour rherefore to cure it, namely 'get thy 
heart ſo far awed, get thy foule ſo far overpow= 
erdwith the ſoveraigne commaud, royall autho- 


ityofthe rruth, that ic may: fabmirirfelfe, and 


peeldto whar ever word the Lord reveals,towhar 


| exertruth the Lord diſcovers rothefoule, and be- 
wre eſpecially that rhon doſt not our of a ſcl{c- 


of 


rd waywardnefle reje&and refuſe the evidence 
ofthe truth and the verdi& char! the Word paſ- 
Ehupon thy ſoule for thyievertaſting good; thar 
decauſe thou haſt cot comfort as thou wilt there- 
forethon wilt hve none ar all;8&irisnor ſomach, 
aſe thou canſt nor ective the promiſe, bot 
aſe out of 1 way wardnef{c otheartthowwile 
n%entercaine the promiſe, that canſerh*allthis 
date, here liez the root of this biccerneſſe, and 
"ground of this wretched cſtate : wee will &te 


prelle Our ſeIvesby prattice $\benceiinis, tt 66d 


Eece 3 


— _— 


wu 


N -4 * TRIED, \ 
PEAT iu” 7 
: of > 


 TheSoules effetuall calling ro Chin, —_— 


Obje8. 


| whenthe Word hath beene cleerely diſcovered 
| to the ſoule, all objeftions are blowne away, a 
| reaſon is ſatisfied, and conſcience convinced :ye 
| aethe ſoule,are you perſwaded that God hah 
| accepted of you-in Chriſt,/and intended grof 
unto you? no, all the world cannot make mebe- 
| leeve it, Icannot bee perfwaded of it, Miniſter 
| are merciful, and Chriſtians are compaſſionate, 
- and they ſpeake charitably, and will not diſcoy- 
| Tage me; bur did they fee that which I ſee, did 


they bur know thoſe weaknefles, and take notice 


| of thoſe diſtempers that are in my heart, they 
would never thinke it: whar,I grace? itis athing 
| Icouldneverperſwade my heart of, nay I doubt 
| Ifhall never bee perſwaded of it, Icannotthinkt 
It, all the world cannot make mee beleeveit;r 
| ſon isanſwered, and the conſcience is ſatisfied, 


| but the heartwill not yecld: it is out of ſb 
| bornnes of ſoule,that you will not take that met 
| CythatGod offers, andthat grace Godpropoutd 
| for your good, andir is horrible, it ishellifh, ts 
| devilliſhpride: Ifthere beany ſuch ſpiritin th 
| congregation, let them know it, and rake'thb 
| home with them, ir is infinite pride. But ya 


will lay, _ 
How can that be ? I cannot thinke that, the) 


| are brokenhearred Chriſtians, and are Ove 


| -medwith ſorrow; they are ever mournings 


finkeddwaein ſorrow in this nature, andre 
fore it cannot bee pride in this caſe what et 


| .1t bee. 


viſe. 


-« ' T ay, it is devillifh pride againſt rhe Majels 
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"FHeayen,and that L will ſhew in twoparticulars, 


141efſe of ſpirit, againſt the light of therrach, 
inf the force of reaſon, againſt che teſtimony 
Fcon{cience, againſt the jadgement of all faith- 
©1| Miniſters out of the VVord,' ro bee above the 
Word, and reaſon, and conſcience, and to bee 
bore the jadgement of all Gods fairhfull ſer- 
rants, is not this infinite pride'? this is-your 
ondirion juſt, the Word hath caſt you, and rea» 
on and conſcience bave caſt you,and yet yon wilt 
maintaine your owne conceirs of that proud 
kart of yours : Lay againe, this prideappeares 
in thus, b - 24h lov agenda] 2.01 
That becauſe we have not what we would; and 
kecauſe we have ir nor in that meaſure we deſire, 
beewſe we finde not that ſweerneſle 10 grace thar 
others have and we cover, therefore: weeaktaway 
al:this is infaaire pride, to fling Gods favour in his: 
fice, you have not this and that, 'and God hath 
done nothing for you, and never vouchſafed any 
xodunto you , it is wonderfull mercy,thar God 
—_ abutting ſoule of thine; becauſe God) 
ot your conceirs,and goe your Way,.- 
an joawill have nograce at ls Asit is with a Cli 
they WI *#*thathatha fair in law, hee hath'the cauſe de- 
wid BY *auned, and the conveyance made,/\and his 
, and are ſerled by the verdi& ofthe Judge; but be- 
here i ſe Iſs evidences, and conveyatices, are not 
ever i "tein great Roman letters, as he would have 
em, he flings all away, and faith, they will not 
It law, will not afl the world count him a 
G- 


For aman to follow his owne.conceit and ſelfe _ 


$ 


T 
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miſerable foole? this is your caſe, you ke, 


grace, becaufe you have not fo much grace, 
you: have no zeale, becauſe you have not & 
hor zeale-z you: baye no humiliation, becauſe 
not ſo great: humiliation : this is nothing but 
pride; -and a world of pride: therefore make 
what/1 ſhall ſay ; labour to bring thy ſoule to 
this paſſe, and to this humble ſubmiſſionand fwh- 
jean to the trurhaf God, take it as well a dy- 
ty. toreccive,comfort/when/God gives it,:asto 
entertaine duty of love when God requires it: 
Anſwerably know, it is a finne to refuſe mercy 
when God offers ir, and thou haſt title thereug- 
co : It is as well a finne, though not ſomucha kin; 


_ _ perſwade thy heartof this, and bring thy ſouleto 


yeeld to this, And therefore learne this leſſon, 
you poore Saints of God, that have becne peſt 
red marvellouſly: in this kinde, and have'beene 
encmies to your: owne comfort, kbour ts eye 
your owne ſoules, when they begin to ſlideaway 
from the authority of the truth, when reaſons 
are ſound, arguments cleere, andconſclence s- 
cisfied,and yet the heart ſlides off from the Lord, 
and fromunder the covert of Gods wings. Reaſon 
thus, This is the prond, ſurly, dogged, way-ward 
diſpoſition of my heart ; what would I have? whit 
can I dcfire.? is;not; the Word cleere ? /are;90t 
reaſons ſound2and is not conſcience fatisfied? ad 
ſball I deny this, and ſo wrong the glory of God, 
andthe worke of his bleſſed Spirit in wy beat 
the Lord forbid: but the heart pleads; 


 Mu;Leat niy owne wards, and. neve! on 
Jt | : J 


B 3X 2ST = =Þ-.om NC. eo ASA ores os. ee EI IE En 


The Soules eff eiual callingso Chrif. 


wa ob, hip. 2 PO Ot Rn) BOT onde AA Dre 
£ " F $eugt5” SP IS 


389 


more, and never complaine more,and muſt Icon- 
fee I have grace, when I neyerthoughr Thad. 


ce? 
Moſt you ſay ſo? aye, and blefle God you may 
{y ſo,and be thankfull for ever, that thou mayeſt 
won good grounds fay thus , and bring under 
theſe diſtempers of your ſoule, and make them 
jeeld, atd ſubmit to the bleſſed truthof God z 
jou had better a great deale crofſe your owne hn- 
mours, than crofle the 'good Spirit of the'Lord, 
ad grieve it; Eſ2y 7. 13. when the Lord offered 
agreatoffer to Ahaz, to aske a ſigne in heaven or 
earth, the text ſaith, he caft off Gods kindneſſe, 
God bids him aske a figne, hee ſaith, 7 will not 
tempt God hee refuſed Gods kindnefſe with mar- 
jellous ſtabbornnefſe 3 now marke what God 
akvcrs,1s it a ſmall thing for thee, not onely to prieve 
man, but the good Spivis of the Lord ; ſothinke you 
with your ſelves, when the Lord bids you take 
comfort, comfort 'yee, comfort yee, ſaich my 
God, Towthas have beene wearied, come and bee re« 
frſbed; you that have becne loſt, ſhall be formd, 
the ſoule faith, I dare nottake ir,T will not enter» 
uneit: doe youthinkeita ſmall thing, not only 
grieve man, and the heart of a poore Miniſter, 
bit to grieve the Lord and his Spirit 2 1#$ 15. 11. 
Stemer che conſolation of the Lord a ſmall thing unto 
Jn? that God ſtoopes to your micanneſle, and 
wndelcends ro your -weaknefſe , and ſupports 
Jour hearts, and reftores comfort to your ſoules, 
flat you trample his kindnefſe under your feet, 
#dmake nothing of it > take heed of it, left that 
Ffff rne 


—y 
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ſtubborn: fouk: of thine, thar now retulet) on 
ſolation when Godoffers it,thou ſhake creepupon 
thy hands and knc es, ard eat thy fleſh, atld bep 
one offer of grace, which thou haſt denied often. 
John x3. 8. fec how Chriſt doth ſchoole the hows 
ble pride of Peter, for fo I rerme it; Our Saviour 
Chriſt rofe from ſupper, and bound himſclfe with 
a towell, and went to-waſh his Diſciples feet, bu 
when he came to Perer, he was very {quamiſh, he 
was [oth Chrift ſhoutdſtoope folow ; nhar;wofb 
my feet ? thiu ſbals; never: waſb my feet': a man 
would thinke this was great humilicte ; Peter was 
a very lowly man, hc would nor let Chriſt yeeld 
to him, bur he would ftoope to him rather; this 
was noth/agibut a kinde'of refradtarineſſe ; and 
therefore ſeehow Chriſt togke him up, |andthis 
tsthe only way tocure if, If © waſb no: tbyfeer, this 
haſt no part in me ;, if you will gae 0n 1a your owne 
bumour, get yourdowee ta hell,:and injoy your 
owne will , if F wathyoo oor, youtbalbneveriee 
my tface:with comfort; and' then -bis ſtomack 
came downe, and he ſaid. Nat ozcly wy feet, bat wy 
bedy «fo Loxd , when Chaift had ſubdued ins 
pride,and brooghe doven his hutnghtry heart. That 
3s humilicic ofheart, rotake whatCodgives,a0d 
receive what God offers,and doe what Godcony 
mands; doe fo with thy-hmmble pride, when wes 
are comptaiuing, and thinke ita greatsiill coan- 
fiver arguments, andputbytbe reaſohs thath- 
vifters' proponnd , and then rhey thinke thit 
they ze humble, and bewailing theireftarcy, wo 
haply they may bee fo,” bur here 3 I 


a” Sole Ferualcalin zo Chriſt, 


| —=<proud hearts,therefore labourto diſmay 
Neon hear of thine, with the dn 
qiconimandot Goo od, and with thethreatnings 
ofthe Lord, anc _ fl I_ _— and 
el] eh cart, lay aſtde-your ga yin 
tro gary che mercie God offers, and ng 
Neſſe God that you may take mercie, and chat 
may take grace upon theſe termes, upon - 
20x grounds, and reaſons, and evidences out of . 
heword; blefſe God, Ifay, and take-it; leſt God 
ke away I11s Spirit from you, and his comforts 
from you, and ſtrip you naked of all chat favonr 
he now vouchfaferh, and make you runne downe 
anguiſh of ſoule to your grave, though hee fave 
your ſoules, hee may. make you live in hell here, 
hong hee bring you' to heaven afterwards :'I 
would have every one: touch his ſoule to the 
quick; and deale as Zob did, Once have 1 ſpoken, bur 
Iyidſay tto-more, yea twite,bur I will proceed nofars = 
ter; fo all you 'broken hearted Chriſtians, thar 
bare mourned under the burden of your finnes, 
ad cried mightily for mercie, and pare oat 
comfort to your ſoules, rhe fanklr 
won ſe thegrotnd of in and ſay "Tanvite =_ 
te word revealed, and the Miniſter difcovered 
comfore,I would not receive ir, I have gainſayed 
i Iyill gainlay icno mote, once bave I fpoken, 
adJnow I ſpeake.it:ro my ſhame and ſorrow, 1 
Ugt have kad amch comfort;and bound up my 
eati the aGhrance of Gods mercis, had | had 
«humble heart,c0 receiverhar which God of 
ſed » Ithought it hamilitie of heart to refule fr, 
= a Ft ff 2 | but 
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"bat it was pride and doggedneſſe of ſpirit. 6, 
why didI not rather mn reaſons. ; me 
not be anſwered, than more queſtions that hays 
beene removed, and-afloiled from day today; | 
baye beene, inlarged in 'this; becauſe it-is the 
maine ground whereupon many humble finners 
have beene hindred from -a great deale of com- 
fort God would havegiven, and they might hare 
received at his hands, © 

The fourth rale is chis': maintaine in the (af 
place the truth which gpon theſe good grounds 
thou haſt received, and thy judgement, and con- 
ſcience, and-hearc bave ſubmitted to. Looke y 
itis with a man in law concerning his land, or 
living,or patrimonie,if he have his adverſaryup. 
ona good ground upon the hip, as we uſetoſqy, 
he ay eng _—_ him —_— v_ = 
to keepe him upon that ground ſtill, and hold 
him to that; if a man will follow every wranglity 
lawyer at every digreſſion, and bring in thisand 
that $ NO, keep tothe point, faith the Judge, let 
there bee no wavering and extravagant cottrles 
hold there where your caſe is good, and tie luv 
is on your fide : {o deale with Baran, "it is-the 
cunning of the encmie to lead you our, and hee 
will have his vagarie, and this turning, andthe 

other waverihg  .burt keepe __—_—_— ſure 
co bold rothattruch that batheftabliſbedyou,?) 
the evidence of reaſon; and teſtimonie of co 
ſcience, and the evidence of yourſoules: Jetmee 
bach you little that are weake: . 


\ 
* | 
| 
: a? | 
? ; , 
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Hop the ſoule beingtempted, may anſwer 

$44ans arcuſartons. 

Q&te; when a man hath gota little advantage, | 
te will begin to/play the Lawyer : per 

Whar, doſt thou nor yer ſee what wants thou 
uſt, and how many failings, how unfit for ſer« 
jice.and how weak in ſervice?-, 

Anſwer: 

Ttistrue,but it is written, Prov. 28:1 3. Fe thas Poore ſoule, 
mfeſerh, and forſaketh bs ſinnes, ſhall finde mercies 
tough I be weake, and feeble, and unkfic, yer-I 
confeſſe and forſal.e my finnes, therefore I ſhall 
finde mercie, 
' bye, faith Satan, that-you doe indeed, doeſt 
thoanot apprehend, and doth not thy conſcience 
witneſſe, that thy heart is averſe, and untoward 
to dutie, unwilling to come thereunto, wearie 
therein,and deſirous to be free there-from ? 

Keep ſtill co the point, and anſwer, . 

[ have may ſinncs and many failings, it is erne, Poore ſoule. 
but yer-it is as true, hee cas rexfeſſe , and (7. 
but I confeſſe,and forſake, therefore I ſhall finde 
mercie, bi 4 . 
Aye, but ſaith Satan, are you tampering with 
Godprivie counſell?_ doe you know to whom 
dercie belongs ? ſecret things belong to: God, 
te muſtgive his merciero whom he pleaſe, and 

goodnefſe ar —vamrnon ſees 2 ; 

Keepe ſtill rotbe point SR. 

[know not what fy Ay eng" Is, . but-I Poore foule. 
Wov what the word faith, . and what the Lord | 
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Gi, and what conſcience faith ; ] know, Icon. 
feſſe . and forlake,therefore I; &c, 
| But Satan replies; 

Satan, Many couzen rhem(ſclves, mercie isa rare 
fo have it,and many dreame of it, ha 
ver ſhare therein, nor' pertake thereof, and wi 

may not you be one of thoſe? - - 
' Keepſtillcothepoine,and anfixery,. 

Poore ſoule, Ir i iS trae, I may COUZEN IMF ſelfe, and my w 
may be deceived; bur the Lord will not conten 
me, and the Word cannot deceive mee, andthe 
Lord and the Word ſay, He that ronfeſethy 6, 
bat I confeſſe,$8:c. Ki! 

Satan, How doe you know char you doe apply the 
Word aright > may you not be deceived inthu? 
the Word js true and certaine : -but how doe 
yaa know that you doe fitly apply this Word? 

Anſwer, /i1//! 

Poore ſonle. I khow itnot bur by the Word, «2d id remir 
thirherzthat I may know ir,and the Lordknowe 
all, and the Word rr El - whyſorec! 
conf, ſſethand forſuketh his fannes,” ave merit; 
Jas fo ohſeichce knowes; that I doe conteſt 
and forſake,therefore I,8c. and Satan, if you wil 
fſhew'mee any orher text contrarie rothis, [yi 
yeeld. bat othawilſe Iwill never yeeld whyletÞ 
worldftands. 0 42111113; 39003t: © 220 

"This p yarr ſee; how yourmay holiSdray wth 


' Ward, and] keeps him cheye; buy if bee lead you 
and take your 
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renee; but what is the reaſon of it 2:they 
're ever with 198 3 ſo Sataw'is wile, and carnall 
an and che world, and temptations are tuo}; 
ur bleſſed be our God, that mates every poore 
rant creatures thatbeleeves'in h:m, and reſts 
bigs, wiſer than all-bis enemres, wiſer than 
hecunning (erpent,wiſer-than the ſabtill pleas of 
mall reaſon, wiſer than the canning of all cemp-+ 
ations : ler the Word be continually with you, 
fom day to day,and that will make you difcover 
the ſleights and ſNratagems, ard all the cun« 
woo tricksof Satan, and not only ſhew you whar | 
$amifſe, but thereby you ſhall ger gzound toyour 
foules, to anſwer all Satans pleas 2 Satan deales 
with the ſoule of a proud {inner 1n this caſe, as 
enemicsinthe warre as Zeſwab 8, you know when 
wentto defeat che menof Aj, hee rowled 
them out ofthe Citie, his armie tted beforecthem 
formerly, and they all fallied out of the Cirie 
won them, and when be had them our of che 
lite, the men in ambuſh circumvented them, 
ud then they that fled, turned back npon them 
before and the reſt burnt-che Citie 3 had the men. 
«Ai kept within che Cirie, ic is rue, God could: 
le overthrowne ir, but-yer they might have 
pit to the venture, they might have cried ic 
ot; bac when chey had left rhe Citic, there was 
hope; ſa Satan deales wich the ſoulc. ourcas 
ci are the-promiſes of God, _ 
and ordinances, :cfpectally the promiſes, 
&ietrenches, whereby the ne of Gods {Er- 
Fo Tg now if Satan. can but get you" 
UkG FP ho out 
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Rle,he hath what he would haveyif you willlifter 
to every .carnall reaſon, and ro every temprat 

and ralke and parly with it, then Saran hah you 
in ambouſb, and will ſurpriſe you ; if he canmake 
you loſe. ground inthe promiſe, hedamps you 
ſpirits, and will intangle you in temprations, nd 
hinder the comfort ot your ſoules; the advice! 
give yon in this caſe, is that of /oþs, 1 7obn 2, 18, 
Little children,if yes abide in Gods commandement, 
gee abide inGeod ; if, we abide in Godscounſels,and 


ordinances, and promiſes, wee abide in him': he 


ſpeaks to the weake, as if hee had faid, yon ar 
weake and feeble, I know the blindneſſe of your 


mindes, how unable you are to foreſee temptui- | 


ons,and weakeand unable to beare rem 
and I know,chat Saran goes about like aroaring lin, 


ſeeking whom hee may devogre; and you are lite 
lambs, weake, and feeble,and unable towirhſtand * 


him: bur litele children abide in God, keep home, 
keep home, andthen you are fare tobe ſafe, When- 
ſoever dangers are abroad, or any danger in the 
ſtreers, we keepe the doore ſhur, to keepselittle 
ones within, 'that they may catch no hanue 
abroad; and if they get out, and get a knock,aad 
come crying, we ſay,why did you not keep witt- 
in then, who bade you goe ourthen? ſo youthut 
are little ones in the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, when 
tan and all the armies of hell are -combining 


againſt you;keepe within your trenches, dwellin 
God, and abide in him, you will goe outnon 
and then, and tamper with carnall eaſons, 0 


>» 
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— 


© TheSoales effeFuall calling ro Chriſt, | 


| Gunscavill,and come bome witha brokenhearr, 

19d troubled ſpirit, and comforris gone, andaf- 

ſarance is gone, andall is gone; keepe homethen 

| charge you, what have you to' doe abroad? 

terefore intrench your elves inthepromiſesof 
God, and keepe your: ſelves wichin the Caſtle of 
Gods Ordinances-and Commandements, and 

then be ſafe and ſure. The iſſae then is this, judge 

ty foaſe by the Word, and looke upon the fin» 
cre part,and doe noritake thy \ſoule on theworkt 

hd, and what thou ſo judgeſt tobe-in, labour 

convince thy conſcience thereof; ad fohave 


cnſcience ſpeake forthee 5 what reaſon is infor- 
med,nd conſcience convinced of, labour ro make 
ty heare ſubjet, and ſabmirand yeeldrhereunco 
without any gain- ſaying; what rea{onallowes, 
nd conſcience wicneſſeth, ler- thy foale enter- 


tine; and nor a word more ;"atid whatihy hearc 


abinies nato,; hold to thartand tagititaine. 10 for 


ch, and never-let it poe'3+ this isthe 'meatics 
nicreby a ſonle diſtreſſed may repaireto Godin . 
theaſe of Gods ordinances, and may receive joy 
udeſtebliſhed comfort'torliy dying day; arid indy 
clinging to thy grave 7 let Saranitemipt; letithe | 
vorldallure, let: corruption ſtirre, andthe heart 
qurell, keepe within doores,keepe within your 
Tihes, and remaine'dafe from danger. Looke 
8s wich a man that hath his fiouſe well preja- 
td, ind his foundarions firmly, buile,>whed the 
Wides blow, and the ſtormes: beat upoit' his 
waſe, hee le-ps moſt quietly, becauſe h2e isin'a 
boaſt where he is faf aud free from danger; the 
Geggg windes 


of a 


windes. blow not ia him, the water piercs nor 
through , you thathave title roChgiſt andgrace, 
and to the promiles, they are they that will ke: kery 
you, and defend you againſt winde.and weatler, 
the windes, roare from Eaſt to Welk 

though the ſtormes beat, choughSatanbe neve 
fo fubtill, and carruptions never o violent, nay 
though bell gates were open, and all thedeyilsig 
hall rored upen thy ſoule, and all the fiercensfe 
jr gone yp aflaulr you from day to day, li 


= bring your heats to faſtca to thepro- 
of the Lord hs Chriſt, keepe Within 


doores, your caſtles : fit ſtill and 
ION upon 4s promiſes of Ge 

openthe riches of Gods fire grace, and you ſhall 
ſee that the forme will over, and Satanyillbe 
defeated: nfyon. ſhall have tro and. you 


tay here, we ae ot gs barn 
Now wee come te the means, that here maj 
uſefully be he coniereaien the bringing onof the 
who Hg eve; ba pom wil fo what bee the 
as yon t & IRINAY.U ( 
27; Wale -tO attaine hisgaceo? faich, and the 
uſe. - for this.is certaine wee mwuſtule the 


means, but there is no megns under Heavcn,alone 
willdoe ic, yer. you muſt wait, upon God mite 
| the means; forit is not the mMEAnes alone, 
: that will worke faith, bur che Spirit of { Godi 
theule of the means; andrherefore the ok 
w) youcs 1 given 50 helrers for faith. 1s; of 
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gt of God, iris God char muſt doe it, and yet 
he will not doe it withont us, becauſe we are rea» 
Cnable men and women, the Lord affords us 
means, and cherefore we are to-wait upon himin 
teaſe of thoſe means, letthe Lord doe —_—_ 
wil, and let us doe what wee ſhonld, uſe the 
ptswhich God hath appointed : and thoſe are 
theſefoure, = 

Firſt, mer mtecamctotnan New Anus 
nhcke away all thoſe props that the ſouls leans 
wor, and all choſe outward ſuccours, apd what- 
ſever outward contentment it is which a poore 
ſaver doth repaire and betake- himſelfe $0 for re» 
keſe and helpe, that when all the(e are taken 
from us, wee may bee forced togoc for ſyrconr. 
lterewhere ir is to be had. Aſerte 5.2 6.27, when 
the poore woman in the Goſpell had eve ail ber 
twd; ypon che p byfitians,and if ſhe had hadbutalic. 
tkmeanslefr,yea,but onefarthing token, tor any. 
ding I know, hee would never bave gone to 
| Cirift; bur when all theſe failed, then ſhee was 
forced to ſeeke ro Chriſt (that way ready and wil- 
Nas any hiog for her OO. nature: 

b our foules muſf have { w_—_ 


20 lured como rives chank obo 
_ tha booghadatrnalk per Weed 
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ro get your hearrs ro ſee the vanitie;and acknoy. 
ledge the emprinefſe of all theſe, andlcrnorthe 
heart feeke roo much contentin them, for the 
are all batly ing vanicics, and'brokenſtaveswhich 
will rior onely cozen a man; bur pierce himtoy, 
Now when the ſoule feeth cheſe things cannor 
ſaccour him barlay bim inthe duſt, then he wil 
be.conrent to have his heart ſevered from then, 


\ 1 Teis'with che! foule asitiwas with Noah: Dove; 


When the Arke'began ro ref upon the mountaine #1- 
vavxet, Noah ſent out the Dove, but the Dove find 
no-reft for the ſole of hey foot +: no: queſtion there 
were many dead carkaftes, bar the Dove' foundny 
reſt dill ſhee-came 't0 the Arke apaine : $0'whens 
mar findes no feſt in-any thing the creature af- 
fords, andcan get no . footing: forthe ſoule to 
co ſtay ic ſelfe upon them, then ir betakes itſelf: 
ro Chiiſt, 43d gots home.ro the promiſe, and 
reſts there,and expe&sfrom thence what isneed- 
- Full as in the Art of (wimming, hee: that wil 
ſwimme; mnſt plucke his feer from the boctome, 
and commiithimſelfe to the ſtreame'toÞcatefum 
up; ſo we maſt pſtitke ourhearts fromthele things 
here below, and them from us's andthiough wee 
have hotourand: preferments, yer wee woſtnot 

ut any confidence-in:them; but Jearne/Þyour 
zelceving to: commir' our: ſelves wholly 40 the 
powerofihe promiſe, at receive comfon(io 
chence onely : as Rabſbakeh; ſaid finfullys Fi" 
areithegods of H amiathand' Arphad,&* Rowe 
ap6n ctiemt; for the gods: capnot bcipe youi. Þ 


ſhould wee reaſons ops ety hankerig 
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—_ Thegoules effeRuall calling ro Chriſt, - | PR 
hankering after honour,riches, plealure,&c.why | 
{xy, let not the gods of this world, hononr, and 
profit, and pleaſure deceive thee g did the pride 
of har aoþs heart deliver him? did the richesof 
Dive fave him? did Herodsapplauſe that he had 
deliver him > did theſe gods ſecure them 2? nay, 
have they not left chem in the lurch 2: there- 
fore teens take our hearts off from theſe things, 
ad have a baſe eſteeme of them; and ſee a:vani- 
tie, and errptineſſe, and inſufficiency in them, 
thit wee may bee forced to feeke to Chriſt, 
and ſay as David ſaid,” Helper Lord, for waine 
4 the helpe of man, waine'is the belpe of \allr other: 
ow when this is done, there is a little way. 2 Meany. 
mide that the promile may come to the ſoule : 
h. therefore _ '3n __ ſecond: place: to 
we your hearts polſeſſed-throughly; and per- 
fmded effeRtually of :the fulnefle of thar od 
wich is in the promiſe;- and of that | {ati(- 
fagory mercy: and: freenefſe: of the grace of 
60d in Chriſt ,- that ſo the ſoule may bee: cita- 
bliſhe -with- char tull-conterit-which- is: ro. bee 
din the riches of the promiſe : but marke 
mr I ſay, perſivade your hearts of it, and 
cOnrent not -your ſelves: that\-you are;:ablc to 
lake of it, and talke»-and diſpute ſomewhat: 
ly ofche excellency of the promiſe, and ofthe 
ſches of Godsfree grace : whatis this to the pur- 
poſe that the) heart \knowes.this,: and Jeris; 
loe-ſtalled' rhar it (comes; 008-80 rhe promile 4; 
terefore 1cave net thy: -hearttill:jr-come to. 
Gggg3 make. 
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'" TheSoules effeRuallcalling to Cri, © 


make thar account of the promiſe, as the word 
ſaich ir is worth, I ſay, leave not thy heantil 
thon ſcerhe promiſe of grace moſt be:ucifullin 
thy eye,and that thy heart may gain ſome canes 
touching ot the goodnefſeof God;andtheriches 
of his gracetowards thee z, and bring thy heartto 
know and fee that the promiſe is beater than all 
theriches and honours that thou canſ have, gr 
theworld can beſtow. David ſaith Pſalme 9, to, 
They that know thee will traft in thee, for thow Lord,. 
baft never failed them that ſeeke thee © this kinde 
of knowledge ever breeds confidence and reſoly- 
tion; 8nd perſwades the heart, Wee daretruſts 
friend whoſe faithfullnefſe wee have tried, and 
reſt upon that which we know by experienceythe 
promiſesare of a tried truth, feeke from oneend 
of the Heavens to the other, tarne all theBible 
over, and ſee if ever any man leanedonthepro- 
miſe, and the Lord did nor performe thatwhich 
he had promiſed for the good of his ſoule : 2jil, 
119. 92. Except the Lerd had beene my delight, 1 
ſhould have periſhed in my troubles - Pſalme 73.16. 
David faith, m»y fleſh faileth me, and my beart alſe; 
but thou art the ſtrength of my heart, and my portion 
for ever : againe, r, an periſbed in my affiifion,bu 
that thy Word wpheld me 3 the promiles are worth 
cruſting to,& leaning upon: though David inthe | 
ig of his affli tion was ready to wary ee 
: e promiſe eld him : ay 26, 4. 
God, 'for in trenlain ftrengeh : n0# 
thereis not ſtrength intheſc things below, or 00 
everlaſting ſtrength; bur in Chriſt : inwePi0 


miſes 


"  TheSouleseffeBuall calling to Ehrift, 
"ies is cyerlaſting ſtrength, here lies a great 
;oht, and it i5a worke of marvellous difficulty, 
ad great necefiity ; and therefore that thy hearr 
may fit downe ſatisfied in the ſufficiency ofthe 
promiſe, I will propound three rules how you 
may improve the promiſe for your attermoſt be. 
nefit, 
Firſt, Lbour dayly to preſent ro thy ſoule a 
greater good in thonumilh: than thon canſt ſee 
wy where elſe ; itisa mans kill, and it ſhould be 
his endeyour daily to watch his heart,and to look 
whatit is that the heart deſires moſt, and preſenta 
good ro thy ſouletherein,than inal things 
thou canſt have clſewhere : :doe, honours or ri- 
ces, orthe applauſe oi men, or any earthly plea- 
fares offer thee content and ſatisfaftion,then per= 
{made thy heart there is a greater worth and ex» 
celltncy in the promiſe, than can be had in all the, 
world; outbid the world; and tell- thy heart and 
lay, heart wouldft chou have honour and glory? 
wy here is an exceeding weight of glory : hee 
lat hath the promiſe ſhall! bee made a king, and 
hilkare giory that will neyer vaniſh': doth thy 
net hanker after earthly joy and mirch ? chon 
(alt finde a greater mireh} in the promiſe, than in 
thecrackling of theſe thorns. In che promiſe there 
voy.unſpeakable and indurable; my joy I give 
noyon;and none thall rake it away: hereare 
iners of pleaſures (and ſo I may fay ofany thing 
le) doth ehy heart hankee after riches? telſthy 
tet that there be naſearchable riches in Chriſt, 
through bim'we have title toall-the promt- 
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© The 8onleseffeiualt calling to Chriſt, 


ſes ottliis life and a berter; we know he thatg, 
fers moſt for the bargaine carries it away ; there. 
fore wee ſhould obſerve the goings out of as 
hearrs, and whar- offers it felfe ro give us mop 
conrenr, and: preſent ourfoules with a'greater 
good in God, inChrift, mn the promiſe, thaninal 
things elſe : looke as it is in marrying, if 
give content, then rhe wiſeſt prevaile ; he” 
would have riches, then the wealthy obtaine:why 
now wooe thy ſonle, 'andfooke whatwill pleaſe 
itbeſt, and make it appeare to thy ſoule, therei; 
a greater good inthe promiſe : honours andri- 
I have ſpokes-maſters, and ſecke commends 
tions-: had I but ſach honour, oh, it wereadmi- 
rable ; had TI but fomuch wealth, oh, it wereex. 
_ cellent;;all chis while the promiſe is ſhut out;and 
it-cannot come to theſpeech of the ſoule, labour 
therefore cohave accefſe to the promife withthy 
ſoule, and ſpeake a' good word for it, aridfiy, 
ſtand by world, | ſtand by riches, profits, and 
pleaſures, and preferments, roome for the Lond 
Jes Chriſt, and pur a wonderfull price uponthe | 
romiſe, whatſorver the fonle doth account's | 
, that it will chuſe,and leave all others forir: 
doe as Dalilah did, ſhee befjeged the heart of 
Rejupfas, and wonld not leaye him,tillhe powred 
hr is heart to her ſoler the promiſe haeit- 
grefſe and regrefle, ler the promiſes beſiegethy 
heart, thar chy heart'may give up it ſelfe toit, 
Hoſea 2.7. T: will retwrue t0 y firſt buhand, fo 
then it: was better with wee than now: ſowhent® 


heart comes to ſee'andknow thartherelobeir 


The Soules effeFuall calling to Chriſt, 
riches.aſe,pleaſarcr,profirs,preterments inChriſt 
inche promiſe, than in all che: world, then ic will 
returne thither : I would have the foule outbid 
he world, and labour to out- ſhoot the Devill in 
hsowne bow, and thoſe things which the Devill 
alt in thy way, for hiadering thy ſoule from 
comming to the promiſe, let thoſe things bee as 
meancs to uſher in the promiſe, asthus, when 
touſeeſt chy heart looke after friends, let thoſe 
fiends uſher the way to thinke on the infinire 
le and favour of God in Chriſt ; and when thy 
heart would faine hunt afcer wealth, let this uſher 
zwaytothe promiſe, and ſay, if the- heart finde 
ſichcontent in riches, what would it findeinthe 
riches of Gods grace in Chrift.; thus preſent a 
grate good in the promilſe,: than in any thing 

The ſecond rule is :. labour to convince thy 4, x ule, 
heartof this, that all the things ia the world with= 
outthe promiſe are nor good zand hadſt rhou all 
tattheearth can afford without a promiſe, they 
were rather a curſe to thee thana bleſſing; Heb. 
It, 1. Faith & the ſubſtance of things hoped for, it 
gvesakinde of being and fabſtance to all; there 
1:n0 ſubſtance in honour and riches, if they bee 
ict in faith, they are clogs and ſnares to a man, 
except fairh give a bleſſing cherewith, all onr 
payers haye no ſubſtance in-chem, bur are poore 
ndempty words wichout faith in the promiſe, 
have what we- pray for : the moſt brokenand 
Une prayer, if it bee mingled with faich, It.13 2 
' powerfull, prayer; and the ſubſtance of all 
& - Hhbh your 
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| The 8onleteffefiuall calling roChiit, © i 

your hearing and my preaching, hes chic$s 3, 
faith, otherwiſe they are bue ry As 
faith is it that gives a kinde of being, to what 
ever we ſpeake of doe.. 

- Thethirdrule inthis ſecond meanes is this, [2 
bour to acquaint thy heart with the gooddeſſe of 
the promite, before: carnall reaſon comes and 

_ poſleſſes. thy heart, how that the promiſe is mot 
fare, and will come wheh ir is moſt ſcaſonsh 
and is beſt for thee, and when God ſees it 1 
fie, we ſhall certainly have itz David laith, th 
IWord © ſare inbeavencand Heb.4.1 6. Let w there 
fore come boldly to-che throne of grave, that wemuy ro 
celve-comfort and mercie in time of nted s not when 
I ſee it it, but when Gad feesitfic;ehiv is it which 
carries away many poore Ginfull hearts from re. 
ſting upon the promiſe of God, ſometimes the 

. heartis a little affected with the exctlencie ofths 
riches of Gods graceyand feerh what great things 
the Lord hath:done for his foule ; 411d faith, Oh 
thatl were fuch a one, and lermec dye the dexth 
of the righteous, bur when ic comes to paſſe; that 

e hath not preſent eaſe aid comfort, then hee 
caſtsaway the good promiſe ofthe Lord, nd the 
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Thext, che-good of the promiſe will come, 
_— Is ad (97a able ; let riches fatisfie 
vhendeath comes, then call for your cordiall : 
1c:llyou, the promiſewill help when all faile. 

[n the thirdÞlace ſee that they expedteſt all the,g.cMeanes, 

which thou needeſt and canſt defire from 

hut ſafficiencie ofthe promite : goe to the pro- 
niſe forall good,there arc all che cords of mercie 
tut maſt draw thee,and there is the all-ſufficien- 
derhgr can ſupply all chy wants, looke for afl 
fom chence,and expe power from the promiſe 
oinablethee,to doe wharſoever thou wouldeſt : 
nthepromiſe is authority eo rule thee, expett 
per from the promiſe to make thee able to 
deleeve the promiſes 

 [tisaweake plea fora man to ſay, I dare not 
ocke to the promiſe, ] cannot beleeve ; if I could 
telecye,then I might expe& ſome good. 

Thou fhalt never beleeye upon theſe termes, 
thoa muſt not firſt have faith, and chen goe to 
bie dry bat thou muſt firſt goe to rhe pro- 
mile, and from thence rcceive power to make 
lice able ro beleeve the promiſe : Pſal. 119. 49. 
0 Lird, remember thy word to thy ſervants, wherein 
tho baſt cauſed me ro trufl : when men are inlarged 
nloreto a man, and make faire promiſes, this 
Frſvades rhe hearr ro truſt cothem, and to rel 
ou them for good ; therefore a man doth ule - 
vly,Idorftnothave thought it, nor w__— 
you had norpromifed it : ſo the promiſe « 
Gol maderorhe foule, makes che foule toreft 
Malt; tooxpet faith wichout a promiſe3s all | 

Hhhk 2 one, 
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one, as if a man ſhould expeR-a crop:withey 
ſeed, for. the promiſe is herfomennet 
Gods word, whereby the Spirit breeds this fig 
in.the hearts of all that are his: Jobs 5.25, 7h 
beare is comming, and now # , when the dead foul 
heare the voice of the Sonne of Ged,-and they that hem, 
it ſhall live; it is ſpoken of railingofa dead my 
from thegrave cf ſicne.: Firſt, there is the yoice 
of Chriſt-ro the ſoule, before there can bee. 
eceho againe of the ſoule-to Chriſt, ſothe poue; 
of the promiſe muſt come to the ſonle, andwee 
muſt heare the. voice of God inthe promile, be- 
fore wc can returne an eccho againeto the Lord: 
the Lord faich, Come to me.; and the fouleſath, | 
come Lord : when thou feeft much deadneſſe and 
unfitneſſe'of heart, doe not thou goe away, an! 
looke off from the promiſe; and fay, Thus Ian, 
and fo it is with mee; but rather goe to1/thepro- 
miſe;and ſay, VWhatſoevyer frailtics I finden & 
ſelfe, yer I'will Ivoke cothe Lord, and tohispro- 
miſe ; for if L want faith; the promiſe mult ſettle 
mee more and more therein; I muſt rot bring 
faith to the promiſe, but receive faith rom 
thence, and therefore I will. wait till theLors 
pleaſe roworke it. . - b+ 
Laſtly, labour to yeeld-to the equall condition 
of the promiſe, and make no: more condition 
than God makes ; now the -promite requires 10 
more of a man, but that: he ſhould come andlaj 
kold on mercie,, therefore doe thou requrem 
more,than God-in the-promiſerequires z1vere 
encugh in the promiſe.co doe thee goody; ther 
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 exoect all good: from it, and becontent'to 
_ he gore! = and rake of God whatſozverF 
te. hath therein offered : Eſay 5 54. 1,2, B rp withous 
money, tliis 18 the condition, that God offers-mer< 
(y0PON 3 B 37 wine and milke, thas is, grace and . 
alyation, wichout money,that is, without ſuffict-" 
encie of ycur owne 3 for wee muſtnot looke for - 
aification, till we come to the: Lord in voca» 
tion; for this is all the Lord requires of thee, to - 
ſee thy fines; and be weary of then, and be con- = 
ent that the Lord: Jefus fhall-reveale what is 
mmiſſe,and take It away, and thatthe Lord ſhould - 
vethce grace, then the Lord will bring thee to 
imſelfe,and chou ſhalt receive mercy fromthim,: 
nd then- all thy corraptions ſhall fall to: the + 
ground. To ſamme up the point briefly thus: 
Fiſt, when wee have plackt away all carnall 
props,there 1s way made for the promiſe to come - 
(0 18,” 
Secondly , when our hearts are: poſſeſſed 


thorowly of the ſufficiencie of Gods promiſe - 


> then the promiſe drawes: neere to'the 
e 1:3 IT WLIDLLS 
Thirdly, when we expe all fromthepromijſe; - 
exn power to come tothe promiſe, then the'pt os -- 
miſe layes hold upon us. 974 S o_ 
 Fourthly,when we arecontentto yeeld to the 
al conditions of the-promiſe, then the'pro- 
wile carries us quite away, 

Thus we have ſeene the hinderances removed, 
0themeanes propounded; arid now that wee 


o 


By bemoved and perſmaded-importatatelyto | 
| Hhbhbh3 ſeeke. : 
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f.Mytve, 


ſeeke after this bleſſed grace of Gods 17 
pound three motives: _ 


\ The farſt moriye is this: becanſe if You one 


getthis grace, you getallother graces with 


this 3 0g haveall the reſtattending, 21d y was 


all the reſt overplus : it is a groundo comfon 


to ſer a man aworke,when inthedoing of one.he 


may doc many things; fo ir is in the woke > 


faich : men that are wiſe to provide for then: 
ſelves, and to lay out their money for their bd 
advantage ; for a purchaſe, if they ſee it iswel 
wooded, and all the ftocke goes into the by: 
gaine ; efpecially if there be ſoniegolden myney 
all cheir mindes will be npon that purchaſe; be 
cauſe if they have that, they have all in that: 
it is here, get this grace, and ger all, ftrengrhen 
this,and rengthen a!l; nouriſh this,andnowiſ 
all ; want this, and want all : once get this, and 
then you need nor ſeeke for wiſdome, for faith 
will make you wiſe,” it will bring holineſſe vith 
it to purge you : Ah the golden myresofme 
and ſalvation, doe all attend upon the paſchi 
of faith: it is in this caſe with faith, as twin 
maps body;a manhath an efpeciallcare ofisfv 
mackand liver, becauſe the ftomack difgeſh ti 
meat, and the liver makcsbloud; and blodd%s 
all; and how if all be maintained,all is for heath: 
ſo, what ever a mman-lookes to, det kinm'leoke 
this ; forby faith we lay hold on'Chiiſt, and fron 
Chriſt weereccive all good, whereby ourÞeu 
may bee choared agti-refreſhed ; fairt'® 
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12 Carin. 3 18; #ee «ll with apes foce-behebd; . 
Fs the g/orie of the Lord, and are changed. * 
-q0the ſame image from glarie 10 glorie 3 I bave ope- 
ed the place before, to bave the glorious grace. 
of6od,, bis me: knefle and patience, thar-the . 
(ule may- be transformed, .and of ag imparient © 
pin be mae meeke and patient, and to haverhe 

ous grace of God imprinted npon the ſole : 

how will all this come? we all-by faith looke'up- © 
m the riches of Gods grace' in: Jefus: Chriſt; 
Ciridis che glafſe,and the gloriousgrace of God; 
Chriſt 3 compared to-the glory of the Lord; 
therefore firſt we muſt behold grace, before wee - 
ca receive-ity firſt ſee hamilicy. in Chriſt; and : 
thenfetch it ; and thereſee couragegto part mets+ . 
alt inco the heart-that is cowardly: - | 

Secondly, as all grace comes by faith, 'for it is - 
fach that dloſeth with Chriſt;:avd from Chriſt 
receiverh grace for grace'; asthe ſeale leaves the + 
(ave imprefſion opon the wax, that /is upon-it 
ltr, ſo ſecondly by faith wee arc detivered-from - 
uh and made conqueronrs gver all : cither cne-- 
acthatcanaflanirus,or miſeries that can'troge - 
bew: wee have many'encmics, the Devill and 
bemorld, buteſpecially avile,baſc; and corrupt - : 
len, jou know and mw thele nfs chus - 
one ipeciall privilege of faith, it will rid: 

eſe, [car ps ora Cres” | 

acmres ; thisonly faith can doe every manks - 
tos for maſtery and yieory z this is the white - 
ut every man ſhoots at,as it is inapitched field, 
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The Sealer effeRnal calling to Chriſt, 


drawes on the forces, and uſe allthe meanes an} | 
skill thatcan be, rogertthe day: buriftherewen 
an: engine or inſtrument that -would oyereons 
all enemies, and breake all forts and trenches, 
tberewere any ſuch engines;no man wouldfiicts 
at any price,..or-ipare any-meanes and endeyous 
ro get the engine, becaule. if chey havethis, they 
have the viftory ;/ and although therenever yg, 
nor ncver can bee any fuch engine for temponl 
deliverances as this is ; yetcerraine it is, this 
ving faith is aſpiritvall engine and inftumeng 
' I may'ſoſay; that gives victory and conqueſtoja 
-all ſpirituall enemies: 1 Tobn 5. 4. Thiy tha at 
borneaf God overcome the world, and finne, and thin 
the wviflorie: that overcommeth the world, ever yo 
faith, marke the phraſe; and it is not for the cg 
queſt-of ſome one corrupricn, but for theerts 
throwing ofa world of wickedncfle, it quencheth 
all the fiery darts of the Devill;be rhe cormprios 
never-ſo-ſtrorig, yerfaich gives che conqueſttol 
/poore ſinner, it is not hope alone, not Joye, mt 
.zeale, they are all good fouldiers, and they 
ſtrive much, and lendmuch helpes toa pore 
| uer;burthey will grow weake, and feeble, a 
dead,” except ſaving faith come in to reſeveW 
bring a ſupply;how often doe we finde,tharwid 
| our hope failes andour love growes cold angel 
 zeale dead, thenarlaft, faich goes toheaven,m 
: ferches new gracc, even grace ant uk gu 
 hopeisſtirred;anddefirequicknec, and2eir® 
| flamed: Pſal.27: ns a eF = 126 PHP 
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—Twa ſuch ther alt ove hiwat a dead life: 
ri wich tae foule, as IT iswith the body, takes 
mn chet is {younding, theres ovefriend that 
qeeps over Him, arorher chat: comfores Him, 
whe char will care him nuff gooror 
ates ſhop, and bring je {996 Vive, and that 


red againe's fo nw witha poore- fine 


aoder the preflurs of) hortour of Hear, 
as wicked 0&4 a7ener acqueinred: with this, 


hotyon may be in ciene, Lhave knownerhe tows 


aoſts } rhe pooreſmner in ifs extre- 
re profits; aÞpleatires, and friends 
weepe over i " lipkng! Oh tharwe cond have: 
qrted and refreſhed you, but the poore man is 
goue, tit! at [aſt,, fair} goes to-Hieaven, and brings 
ipadontoſave him, and mercy ro cotifort — 
adhach ſopply there, and fehdelogeahewrater 
dlif; yen the freenefſe ofehisgrace,” and chat 
chexres, comforts, and [dui ren 9-99 
fothat the poore GC 
blookeyp; and anon 
widfaitl, ſal, 7 3% RTE COMW good ie ture 
1000s ſinking, Frame. the 
BH be, the world iv naught, 5 non tre 
m5 wicked,and maliciowsrooppoſe, nd 


$yomne heart is malicious end bid, but Godis 


{he will be goodtomoandowe thisvite | 
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rroubles,and anguiſh of conſcience, andywith ws 
ny corruptions,woald itnot doe you good at the 
heart, to fee all-your deadly ene mics laid downs 
at. your feet? would irnor do you good,tohavey 
ves ſtrong luſts and maſterlycorruptions of prige 
and malice, thoſe mighty and Goliah Gnaes, thy 
you have a deadly .cnvie againſt, and that: you 
haye ſtood ſo long againſt 2 would you not fe 
them all maſtered and overcome? Idoubran; 
but youthat feele theſe and undergoe theburde 
+ oftheſe, you would account it the beftdaythatee 
youdid (ce: if the conqueſt be worth the firiving 
then get faith, and then the day is yours, andyoy 
ſhall ſce your laſts bleed, your luſts breake , and 
though your pride and other luſts nowgetground 

| you, yet then they ſhall beled captive, # 

he text ſaith, cben-Chrift.ſball lead + yu 
tive; faith brings Chriſt into the field: and 
the vicory isgotten. - + oth 
; As faith makes us glorious in all VO and 
gives the, conqueſt oyer all enemies, ſointhekl 
Place it 1s faith. chac brings @ bleſſing to.allow 
bleſſings,and it graces all our abilities,andithler 
ſeth us in all oar occafions that concerne ty;the 


pra of all meanes, arid the ſucceſſe of allow 


% by 


>OBrS, it is in faich : yay, there is a goodg wid 
faich workes upon. ſome;and.therefore it.iswoul 
the ſtriving :.itis tharywhich blefſeth all ourdi& 
fings,nnd.all chardoth concerne us; meaned Wy 
bend theworke and operation, bur all thepio# 
1810 faith: as Heb. 4. 2»The Goſp pf LENO 
$0zbem, as unto m, but it did nos profit them, vn 
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IT rhe Fear odlngre to Ch, | 


4 046 08 mixt with faivb in theſe that heard it 
jad: chon the greatelt'parts and abilities under 
rerea; if thou badſt nor faith with them, they 
yould not. profit chee ;- men thinke to goe be* 


| yond allwith their power,Wit, and policie; but I: . 
{y, All willnot profit themwithour faith 5 if 
thou canſt receive rhe Sacraments with fairh, i it 
pill ſtrengrhen rhe ; if chou canſt heare the, . 
Word with faith, the terrours of the law. gvill - 
kamble thee, and the commands thereof will 
titecand awe thee, but otherwiſcall is;no- 
ting; though an Ange 1l ſhould come from hea- 
red and preach to n.. : as it ipvyich the means 
ofthe body, if a man eat ever ſo mach meat, 
adcannor digeſt ir, if the ſtomaclebee\wlogged 
vith-ie, there is nothing bare ficknefſe arid 
eaſes come from it, but if a mantake buralitele | 
meat, and digeſt ic well, icwill aoaciſh him, 
be him. much good : foir is-here,: that whic pr 
the tomack and liver of the ſoule; _ and 
thattarnes the Word, and Baer Gods 
tances into good bloud; iris a lowly aledring 
ore good by chis,” heed | 
,all our performances ep= 

unce through faith, the Seriptnre ſaith, Without 

\ it impoſſible 7. Pleaſe God; and Tl ſay; Fhat 
vthour ir it is impoſſible! thar thouſhouldſt 


ted hanghnbey gas 3s We 


humble; and thy ability poore and fee- 
zbnt yer if chog! days bur ſigh up to-heaven 


faith, that figh is:acc in 'heayen- ei 
wb; all thy wet we png "preWall 
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of faich, bait thou the greare == 
Heayen; and thoughthou canſt pleaſe thy gen 
Parren, thine. owne proud-heart, yer-thou wi 
neyer pleaſe the grearGod + he that hearath by. 
by fai prod pr by. faith, though hee an 
pea noneelle, yet hee tha be furetoplede 


This .isthat-which:curnerb all our Ganeymd 
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chen get this grace of faich,. that ha. 
pgs; haveall Hee that Hath faich,: 
þ- nn on in it ; andhee that hathnor fairh, 
him know that hee never hadany thing. To 
dpcorpaſe i willbe very ſcalanable, tacaliup-. - 
azatir hearts upon all accafions; when: : Fou-finde 
9 to ſettle upon theſe: "2 
below, and when you begin toview allthe . 
— _ GY p 
_ 2G3anclr 
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will rot, nay: Chriſt cannot fave thee withour 
faith; for he hath fone he thall NEVeretetinrg, 


his reſt, conminuing withour faith : : thereforecal 


home your hearts, and ſtirre-up your ſoules, 'and 


looke up to the Lord Jeſus, M4 reaſon 
manner, gd lay, vwres, to the _ 7ow 
' T0 you it's given 80 beleeve, Lord ir: given re 
= ſervants $0 beleeve, thougaveſt Manaſſes, Þ 
nth Iay ye aveaary a9" I atn: Knee 
propbane wretch, Lord give mee pogierall 
. fo beldove; whether thou wbgire me honow; 
wealth; riches;/or.no, 'T leave that tothyſethe 
bar Lord deny. not-thy ſervancan hamlet 
andbeleeving hearr, leſt I periſh, and bendons 
forever. As Rachel ſaid, Ciurmer children,: or elf 
I die, fo:ſay thou, Lord give mee faith; ortife] 
periſh-: 'Lerd I knowall my labour cannot warke 
faith, andall meanes under. Heaven 
yburicis then, Lord; that\muſt doc'ic; and 
therexefaith,” x 0 HOROIOE., graces Locd 
therefore through that ine, dray this 


heart 'to'thee;'and keepe it with thee, and make 


thy: poore ſetyant bleſſed: for ever." Thosmu 
for edgy exhorrapion,namely, that we ſhoul 

' Now Icometothe ſecond part of exhorrain 
and here wee are to. endevour if God bee pleaſed. 
rg. whrdyorkur tg nr the heartofthol 
hy! tinfaichfull-heare-to. beleeves now then l 
lng hichand this gracewell, and co iinprove 
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” ThiSvoulereffifnall cating rd Ehrift, 
"<llons great ſhame to ſee thoſe that are borne 
o faire meanes , I meane the' poore”" Saints 'of 
God, thar have a right-and cirle=ro grace and 
Chit, and yertolivear ſach an anderrate ;” T 
wauld have you tO live above the world, though 
thou bh not a coat to cover thee, nor « houſe to 
wrthy head in, yer if thou haſtfaith,'thonatt a 
richman; therefore husband thyeſtate well, iris 
ſhame, I ſay, to ſcerhem, that they cannot buſ- 

that happy cftate which they have,” they 
liveasif they had itnor, ſo'full of want, fo fullof 
ate gnd pride, ſo weake, atid anable fo maſter 
their finnes, whereas the faule is not in the power 
offaith;norche promiſe, nor in the Lord, for the 
 Lorddoth not grudge his people of comfort, bur 
yould have them live cheerfully,and have firong 
cablarions, and mighty affurance of Gods love; 
andtherefore the text faith, Rejoyce in the Lordale' 
pjes, and againe 1 ſay rejoyce, and make your calling 
ad eleflion ſure : Heb, 6, 18. "God bath ſworne 
th bytwe immutable: things, wherein it tio, 6g 
ther God ſhould lie, wee might bave ſtrong conſolart- 
"; tay, the Lord rejoycerh in the proſperity of 
usſervants, and therefore he hath provided mer- 
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«rect people ralke of quler; and coupent 
tent, and joy in the- holy Glioſt; there iygreat 
Wing of tkeſe things; 'bur'wee 'tould'meyer- 


EB aTHEET 


p : 
. 
; 
; 
f 
1 
; 5 
: i 
* 
I 
: 
- 
122 
TT 
; = 
3 q 
TE 
+23 
[4 , A 
> F. 
;i24Y 
7 3 
2 
b 
i 
F 1 
4 5 
LEA n 
4 
4 "4 
Z 
1 5 
ro 
s i 
S bY 
$ £ 
þ . 
+ 
IR 
' I 
! 3 
 * 
Y P. 
+ WM 
£ bb. / 
> 
c 
4 


"39h Weg X ag Lats 
FF” * 
 £ 
2% 
Covlerefe@nak callfog 19 Cart, 


feity et: EL EI ſhame 
richeoand revenues of farrh ay __k 


_ian-map live-like 2 man alt his dayey 2! Let al 


the Fs bo and malicious wretches og 
God, laugh aad bee-metey, yer-chey camper: 
one of thoſe deyesthat apoore Saintcar 


E: be ſhoaldljein priſon alt his dayes: __ 


Ds If-4 + nin rare rm 


| fink and ſhould ſay to t by-maexut aine gos 


edoxe; whether this is 'fpok arias 


ingfaich or no, wilt nocnow dilpure, batthi1l 
- amſure of if yon/willrefiſthe Devil, hewlltfhe 


from you, and youmay trample under- all you 
laſts and corruprions, this is rhe lifeof faith, anc 
'this life may wee live; and ehis lite w weeonghts 
lokang, Tfa. mebeFetat ine, te part 


to 6 ped decay, every min will ſayyſhe 


| Note 8þ1s. 


ft marvelloaswell, "but cither be knewnorbve 
roylcir, becauſe he wanced skill, or elſe hivarts 


m 
77h eloin 
heats heat omg 
hepoaght ts ea ive co 
tab dayes, though he were Jn ner! 
Dn apa i beth 


vexation,. he fate is hr lathe cry Þ 


| 950 | 
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ford left him very well, hehad achildes portion,, 
« had an heart tO feare God, and love God, as. 
pride, 0 be merciful . 82s 45:rhou "feſt 
yenth that love ani feape by Name; ful 
the promiſes: that Sermnbing 
his faith chat it would not helpe him, bur helen 
tepromiles lie by, they came into thetable; bur 
jegeyer caſt them up, reither- didheehnsband 
teh right: hee had a: world 'pf-contiforts: and ” 
labes that would have given a man libercy 
priſon, and honour in ſhame unddiſgrace, and 
anfort in the time of diſtreſſe,; buthee didnoe 
intchem. ' Therefore be; adviſed codloe as |}... 
Galen doth, hee'vvill:niot ſpend of: bis 
focke, burlive of his trading. 'So-Iwould have 
ary Chriſtian to make a-living:of his. faich,. 
vhitever ſirengrh hrounendi;ferckld oct ares 
n Oiſt, -and what eycr-comfort: hou whateſty : 
fithit from Chriſt, buc live by faith, and make 
igood living of ic t00; and thenthou. doſk ime 
fioje the promiſe aright'4: greg” ty 
eecying he art with:thee, { thee, ul 
trer faile;-and the meale clerk 2p (6 rg 
i decay, but cnemoaly pl thee as it-did 
tut = naar with. er. awble 
wart romiſes,;and hnsband ir well, 
tm [I wes avetaginatls pioodniſce: 
Wdoomes day. Andrbus in generall- ' 
TD. man becrained up rhar he ma 4 


Ic and rrickes,and treaby: 
His, wa he nilachenongh of chm i 
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"the world char lives -this life, | but the beſt lie 


gl is little looked after. 

Now forthe anſwer know thus wuch,chatchey 
are: three particulars neceſſary for the creining 
gp of the heart ro kearne this skill of by ingby 
fairh. 


| faicheo worke upon. 


- Secondly, wee mult labour to fir faith forth 


| yorke. 


Thirdly, wee muſt labour toorder onrfi 


arighe in the worke. 
I. Partical, | 


- Firſt, we muſt provide matter for ourfaicho 
worke gpon z for this wee ſee ordinarily, if 
workman want matter to worke tipon, ( either 
a Carpenter orthelike) hee muſt needs ceaſe hi 
yorke, and hecan goe no further, and if a mass 
workefailes, how ean hee provide for his family? 


- This is the complaint of poore people-nov 


adayes, that they bave no worke. $0, it is in4 
Chriſtian courſe, many poore Chriſtians thatare 


newly-(er up, 'and arc not afore-hand- in the 


world, they want even 'matter'for their ng | 
meane ſome are ignorantand-cannor reads, and 
ſome hayenot meancsand apreaching Miniſter, 
andothers have bur frnall partsend cannot hour; 
ag ns. reraine c of what pin 


F 


= =. = - os 2 


"—- 


ir 
is 
305 
m1 
ON 
M4 
are 
te 


po 


CEES SIN K£ 3 


* 
—_—— Py = —  _ ._— —_ —_—c. ” —_ 


The Soules ffrfucl callingts Chrift. Pay 


_— 


” 
w—— 


—icnr, and ſometimes the advice of a friend, 


nd they have faith, bur they want matter for 
heirfaith ro worke upon, and therefore they are 


| ſarcely able ro nphold their foules in trouble. 


-Now: the matter of our faith is in the whole wire the 
Wordof God, as it is with the Bee in gathering mater of faith 
hoy, asthe ſpider garhers poiſon out of eyery © 
tower, othe Bee gathers hony out of the ſame 
fewer, and our of the ſweeteſt flowerthere ſhee = 
ackes moſt hony : and the Word of God; the 
hopeſt courſe, and the fearfulleft plagues de- 
wanced, agracious heart will gather ſome goo 
lyit, and a man hath need of theſe; bat above 
the ſyeet of rhe promiſes of the Goſpetl, and 
the ſip and ſweer therein, and che bload of the 
Lodſeſans Chriſt that is communicated there- 
5; Oh the faithfulf ſonle ſacks moſt there. 

Now that wee may provide matter for our 
nh, chree rules are to bee obſerved, which are 
Omnonly obſerved in all provifions ; Te 

Tirt;they provide and lay ini ſeaſon, timely, 1-Kule, 
8 ſoane as they can : this is the prattice of him Wien copro- 
Bt wookd hasband his cftate wiſely, his care is tO ouc faith. 
"fXthebeſt hand, | 


Bot would have a oood Chriftianto oo — 


* this ivthe bt eime ro Jay in the pro 
that wertiay not wan then wi 
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wee have uſe of them : it isa marvellous weak 
nay,a prepoſterous courſe, whena man is weake 
his eyes dim, and his heart and ſtrength Faileth 
and heisreadyto gwe uptheghoſ},thentolayin 
grace and proviſion of mercy, and then for kin 
' that hath hated a; Miniſter, and loatheg: the 
; mcanesof grace,and abuſed the paricnceand long 
ſuffering of Godz Oh then, to have a Miniſter 
come'to him, and have a-promile in theday of 
perſecution, ther fora man to bethink himſel 
of the comforts: and promiſes of the Goſpell, and 
when a man ſhould ſpend on the promiſes, then 
to ger it,; this is but; ill hasbandry : the better 
way is this,now to.be buying at every turnezaid 
this is the reaſon why our Saviour faith, 0þifths 
hadft knowne in ths thy day the things that be 
unto thy peace; while the + a/ah thy life,and 
the Sabbaths ,, and. the, ordinances laſt ,.eiis i 
thy day ; we know nat how ſoone God maytale 
all from us. . Oh the eſtate of the poore: Palath 
nates, (ifit be. tue that we heare of them) the) 
' haveloſt all the meanes af.grace, and they.hare 
idolatry now.amongſt them; and there the ene 
mies force them to goe to maſſe againſt their cot 
ſciences,and they cannot ſee.a good Miniſter,nor 


goed Chriſtian, but they weepe to conliderthe 
nn that once theyjhad:: therefore lec ps{abou 
and conſider how God deales with his chikihen; 
Pſal.q8.9. Wee bave theaght of thy name, 0 Lind, 
the midft_of che rable;, It is ſpoken there of the 
goodnefle of God towards Zipn :4 cupoſpoiſh 
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ind aftone offtumbling; when tinhad Tong 
\[[che bulwarks that God bad ade, ardall the 
goodneſſe and mercy that-he had hewed co his 


andthe malice and-wrath.of his enemies, 


arg Thit God is onr'Gddg cvenforeur. yas ithe 
jad aid The Lord did provide forhis people in 
Feyprand overthrew proud Pharash,that ſet bim- 


 keupagainſt God: «nd this Godi3;0nr God ; 


whenchou art Inche- wikitxnaſ, this Ged:is thy 
God'; when rhon arc in perſecution; this:God 1s 
thy God, and the God of all; thous he pers up 
vie che Eaſon laſts. Ei OFYSE E x, 
Andix hon timſt obſerye, what God dathiz0 
others;flabouritd treaure up thine be py 1% 
riences': 275m, 4; 118. Hekath: ed cw, andhet 
trbaad will deliver #+;ſairh the Apoſtle; andthe 
Prophet David ſaith, / retwgmber4by (judgements, of 
dd; Dwell fare'a good. oldftore:sh rome 
ich he bow thou didflr ebakerd imelech,. ang. ougre 
tm Nimrod, and Nebuchadutzar.,. and Athizophet; 
Obieisadmirable to ap neſe /chings;'7 re- 
thrdremifore, ſaith-he,, Gods \qprwhean.every 
am;andthis pſtorcfor clpfalth: 00 wat 
0: 89; $9. here arepby farmer merciet  Da- 
"id ivafore hand with God.now he is.not.come 
yaft Wor gt of ſamige,, hut.ir is 
head, Star * © BYa339 WY o\ ! 
7 ietin abundantly, lay ipprompc 
"rp. an. 
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"iy wits 'chd'ar every ture, "and knowe as 
ich way to ſhift for bimſelfe, and aan to 
bread in his houſe, I meane no proviſion ofpro. 
piſes by him 2 1/ay 432423. heſo u wiſe, les hin 
htave for after tires av if hee had ſaid; 'Youmul 
fiot ofly lay in promiſes jaſt tor the preſent, | ba 
ſtore them for afterwards: 3s the chapman (aj 

I ſhall want this: at ſuch a time :/and ſo the huſ 
bandmiefs Haich, I ſhall have-occaſion for this or 
thatar ſach a time, abd therefore they ger afore. 
hand: O that God would give us thet: de hearts, i 
is good (as we may fo ſay) to keepe promilesi 
_ Pickle! , thar Wee = ſpend them at-Jeafine: 
-Kiript 1916, 5, $,' 91 Jezebel had-tlireatned to . 
1 F154, bat eemiftof her worke,for thee wa 
ſlaine het ſelfe, and kewent vokcaven, and never 


rr pron 8 rs 

too the Lord ſaid gs 

ty Sirepths, 7 huve comnded a widen rien 

; [x87'8: DE 

ol of the Prophets of rhe Lopd, by fifties 08-4 cave, 

a i ks in another 
place the text faith;'In"rbe dayer of 

_ ſhale bave frongh.: theſe robious ' 
g”. e 
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o: WI 14:11, and God takes away the Goſpel! fromus, 
bo Bl (which God of his ungy” Eaiazs <- and give us 
0 WY bartico ſpeakeno-him; that be.mhayproventic) 
in WH cely your wiſdome will.be cis, co ger af pro» 
it WW ies for this anda better life ; for che gereing of 
ot BY g7;ce, and the preſerving in grace, and cor only 
b WH porayby promiſe, burto live by apromile, and 
6 WH rade by ic; and to enjoy all-rhar you have by4a 
Or iſesf youwill havecomtorr in it; therefore 
L arethat you ſort the prami.es aright ; every 


rromiſe is nor for every-purpole, but each pro- 
wiſe fairs for each occaſion; and therefore ſait 
them all :cimagine' a man wants. comfort and 
ſrength agynſt finne, why, then" that promiſe 
villnot fit them yyhereinthe Lord laith, Hee will 
lepibabers tn ſite rronbles, and deliver them in ſe- 
w; thats for 2 temporaltdeliverance, he doth 
wtwancthar, bar power againſt his corruptions, 
Mgzine, if a manfeare that he ſhall nothold onr 
nperloverance now that promiſe:dothoot firs 
mgc-the Lord faith', Hoe 'will pardon all bis 
hues; ard or them ll gs a oniiftuneciure thebotrome 
f tleſa; this is nor for perſeverance in grac 


hewrong box; bar ehavpromiſeis for rhis pur- 
Poe; wherein God faith, 7 will hais chem 50 mee 


% their toward pares, that they fhall wover depare. 
/1um mu any ore, &:toiw po proudlm forde- 
hetices in cronble, and for comforrinaith@ti- 

wp: | | | reread; 
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— ond driven from houſe; 'and friends, 


lthou:ſeekeſt for ſacconr there, thy hand 1s in 


Mb a8-everle fling love and Twill write my laves 


"Tir raked Te 


tered i in ſomany promiſes accor 
neceſlities and ucllooatine —— 


i. lingandavingyertue ivinGod, ſo he diſpenſe 


itrafo. many. drops and (averattpromiſi 
h re ye muſidoe withithe promiſes, ras 
P Apo. 
thecanie doth with bis drugs, he purs Bezar lone 
Hcoone,md, Studdine, thar if the body be __ 
and low. then your Bezar ſtQue js for.bim. 
and fo. forthe 2h :#har arcie Apa = 
bath all-drugs, ſohe Erric20mter them a 
you with the, promiſe: and word, have Feg-me COMN- 
mand ofGadito.owne thee, 2nd the promiſegf 
uk roi cEmfort chees':and that, thaw iwailt 
;ncowneſoulo, letit be a ſuitable promiiſeriy 
poſe thou findeſt thy heart proadand _— 
then thou maiſt not looke upon mercy andpir 
dan,but taoke.uponthe juſtice of God; 4 | 
hee lookes upon the proud afarre off, hee giva 
grace cothze-humble, but refiſteth che proudzhere 
1s taddy forthee;co pull downe rhy proud hear; 
and -when chou findeft thy heart fullof venowe 
and. malice-againſt che Miniſters of God;now 
_ tharBezars ſtone doth nor.fit thee, thereforeap 
ply this,| Hee ehas bater by brother in his bears, 6's 
man-ſlayer , and no man-ſtayer ſpall enter intothe 
kingdome of God aud he that hazes bis brother's 
cbildeof the Devill:.cheſe are vomits thatfir thee: 
. | Laſtly, wemwſt lay them up, ml we _ 
: them at hand, bring your proviſion home, &d 
| * nes it roma the hot pe is eloliphen | 
to fay, I have as good ON as can bee 
haye itnor here : Cub 3 16-Leth word nigod 
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The veules effeBual calling 10 Chriſt. 


7s you plenteou/ly, and richly in all wiſdome , 
rk, obſerve the plenty ofour proviſion, it muſt. 
"othe ſcantie, but richly and wiſely, and it muſt 
tellin you;that you may bur ſtep aſide, andhave 
» Now you bave the matter for yourtfaithto work 
Secondly, we are to fit faith for the ſervice 
tut it may ſucceed with more comfort and ber- 
i ſpeed, for though a man be a beleerer, yer 
tere is 8 great deale of dulneſſe and blanmeſle 
ames pon this grace, though he have it ; Zuke 
4.25. ſe how our Saviour chides his Diſciples, 
ſying; 0: fooles, /{ow and dnll of hearr $0 beleeve, 
#, 9s, ought ro whet our-tairh, that it may: 
incand ſquare the promiſes (as it is in the He. 
ew) that it may piercethrough the vale of all 
teriches of the freenefle off Gods gracezjand/ſo - 
bring comfort to us, Itis withthe hand of faith, 
$iti$with che hand of the body ; ſometimes 
though che thing be neare one,that he may reach 
andthe band bath life, yet if it bee nummed; 
adſtiffe, and frozen, a man muſt warme it and 
nbit, before hee can lay hold upon, and rake the 
ting,and doe thgyworke in hand-:.fo icis with the 
tand of faith, for faich.is the hand of the foule, 
takes hold of that mercy and comfort, - which 
bod hath prepared for us in Chriſt Jeſus 3 now: 
bufaichis nummed and ſtiffe through careleſ- 


ele and Jooſeneſſe : therefore it is not enough- 


"aman to have faith, but he muſt ſapple and: 


> 
2 
; 
; 


—_ 


eedily at the promiſe of. life, and receive com- 
Kt romthence, 53 - 


Wethe finewes of faich, that he may catch more 


Lil Now 
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1.Rule. 
How to make® 


faith Lmber. 


Now for the ſetting of our faith, to be links 
and quick, chere are three rules to be obſerved: 

"Firſt, wee muſt maintaine the evidence of thi 
grace of faith once gottea'without queſtion, ur 
\deniable, without controlement : I fay, a fanh 
once gotten, ( marke it, I ſpeak not nowofthol 
that have not fairh,/-ir is in vaine to did a man lhe 
by fairh who hath no faith, bur it is forthoſe, in 
whoſe hearts God hath beene plcaſed to worke 
this bleſſedgrace of faith ) this muſt be thecar 
of eycry man that harh gorcen faith, hee mul 
know the nature of faith in 2enerall, and ofhis 
faith in particular, whither his faith bee of tie 
right ſtamp, and will ſtand him in ſtead in the 
dayof accompr, and whither.it-be of that faith, 
which Peter ſpeaks of, ( forthete is agreat deals 
of copper fairh in the world ) as, that Teſw Chrif 
came 1nt0 the world to ſave ſouners, and the like} 
now when thou haſt gained evidence, that thou 
baſt faith, then fill icup, and keep it by chee;and 
labour ro have rhe demonſtration of this wart 


fo lane inthy foule, that it may be paſt deniall: 


hat a wnrve Hoke folly i is it; for a man to que 
ſtion, when hee ſhould-uſe it > "the worke mull 


_ needs be'marvellonuſly hindred, chough he have 


never ſo much fairh,, when hee begins to cavil 
with it,” and to i queſtion whither it bee good 
mo it 5s eptoverbiall ſpect ſpeech,-hee that doubts 
his way gahflerh &f his way, for while be jou 
thnp;/hee poesrt0 way In Rekſion? ſo heethat 
doth queſtion; whether he hat!) fairh ord, 
the Krefore gcts lirtle g00d T ic: tella 
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—— 


living by faith, and he Gith, itis good newes, 
[had it : it is pore comfore to bid aman''ta 


we warme him, when hee hath no fire to warme 
Lo by;and ſoit isa poore comfort,to bida man 
lye by taich, when hee never had any faith : the 
qurelling and doubting,when a man hath ir, ir 
wagly hinders the uſe and benefir of faith, rhar 
would come to 1s : as It is witha man that hath a 
iceſtare, and hath land worth ſo many hug» 
beds aycare, all the while his lands are in queſti- 
wand controverfie, hee lives exceeding pore; 
and (carce makes ſo many {cores a yeare , where- 
wif bis lands were (ereled $0 him, hee might {6 
ky hundreds : {o it s here, every poore faith- 
lt foudets borne co a faire eſtate, andbathrich 
promiſes,and while he is yet ir the taw,and makes 
queſtion of his faith, the erurch is,the promiſes 1ye 
ad hee daresnot meddle with chem,and hee 
whedts, whethor hee may v« tare upeg them or 
Knthereaſon is, beets quarretſing with,” and 
vwtung of his faith, when hee ould live byit: 
WP. 24. 29, 30, 31. when the Diſciples ſaw 
Fw walking on the fea, they thought it was a 
Pu,but Jefusaid unto chem, Be of good comforr, 
#7; bow when Perer new it was' our Saviour, 
ing ſamewhateoo venterous, he ſaid, 1f it be 
9, bid 2xce come wuto thee ow rhe water ; and 
ny ſeis,Come + and-Peter going, the waters be- 
10 be fonerkiagiboiſterous, his heart began 
cs, &c and Chriftfaidunto him, 0 thow of 
Uikfoch, wby doeftchov doubt 4 ifhe had ſaid, 
"wr a9time:of doubring, bin a time of be- 
LI. 2  _keving, 


vs 
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leeving, the Lord bad him ro come; and hee hy 
ok enough to come, and ſtreagth of wi 
come, but when he ſawthe waves great & trouble 
ſore, he began to doubt, whereas he ſhould huye 
improved the promiſe, andnot havedoubtedofy: 
ſowedoubr,and fitafraid,8 quarell with the pro- 
miſe,8 improve not the grace that God beſtow: 
it is with the ſoule in this caſe, as it is with 
or peece,that is ruſty and not well ſcoured, ornot 
well ſtockt ; hethat goes toulſe thegun, in ſtead. 
of hitting the marke, it recoils and bures him, be. 
cauſe thateither it was not well ſtock, or elſei 
was ruſtie ; fo it is with a poore faithfull ſoule, 
Chon gh the heart doth beleeve,and his heart is of 
_ aright ſtamp, andis able to lay holdon thepro- 
miſe, if that faich grow raſty with our doubting, 
and isunſtable or unſettled, it recoils againe 
'onus, and wee fic downe diſmaied, whereas we 
might have gone to Chriſt, and received mercy 
from him :andtherefore our Saviour ſaithof the 
wiſe Virgins, 3fateh. 25. 7. They trimmed thr 
Lamps, and when the Bridegroome came, they end 
w3th bim into the chamber, ſo itſhould bewithou 
\ſoules : it is not enough for a gracious heart to! 
 havetruc faith and true ole, but if there grows 
any ſnuffe of doubting that dims the light of 
. our links, throw it away, and quarrell not, and 
then we ſhall be fitted to ſeethe way,andto ent 
into eternall happineſſe by the power theres: 
 audIbeſeech you tooblerye this, the very" 
Kioning and: quarelling agaiaſt the work 
faith, it many cimes as much diſ-inablesaman,” 
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pur! forth che power of his faith, as if he had no 


ith at all : as ſome that are melancholy, they 


hiake they cannot ſpeake nor goe ; this bath 


made men not to ſpeake for many yeares toge= 
ther,chough they can and de? ſpeake to this day : 
therefore tor the concluſion of this firſt rule, goe 
thenroGod,and to his VVord,and to thine owne 
heart, and rothe Miniſters of his Word, and ad- 
vie wiſely and judiciouſly of thine eſtate, and 13- 
beur to ſee ſonnd evidences of the worke of grace 
in thy ſonle, and ſee them every day, and read 
them every morning,noone, and evening, andget 
them by thee, and learne them by faith, that when 
thou commeſt co improve thy faith, chou-maift 


tot queſtion whether thou haſt itor not; and it 


thog wile notbe perſwaded, yet looke tothe ou 
miſe ; but ifchy doubting comes ſtill upon thee, 
ad controvetfic ſtill opprefleth thee, andis ſet 


0 foot againſt thee, then reaſon thus with thine 


one ſonle, If I have not faith nor grace, Iam 
fare I ſhall never get it by looking pon mine 
omne corruptions and diſtempers : where muſt 


lbyeir,ifI want ic? the promiſe only-muſt doe 


|tqherefore looke youro that : Iris with a doub- 
ting man, es with a man that is melancholy, if he 
yould bu ſer upon the worke, he ſhould {re his 
ome folly ; and by going, he would beable to 


a ;andby ſpeaking,he woald be able to ſpeak: 


this vaine diſmaicdneſſe of heart, and theſe 
diconragements ofa doubting ſoule, doth more 


hinder che worke of faith, than any diſtemper 
te; therefore when thy feares and diſcourage- | 


Lill ; ments 
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2. axle. 
How to'carry 
our heaits for 


ments come inupon thee, 'goethou to the pro. Pro: 
miſc,andin going thouwilrbeablero goe. Now 
fairh is wherted, the ſhield of faith ſeoured,and it 
1s firted, chat a man may improve it in ſome meg. 
ſureta his good. 

Secondly, when thou haſt thus maintained the 
clearneffe of the worke of grace before gained, 


the keeping of then labour to bring thy heart to a marvelloy 


faith, 


fail 


ſtjlneſſe and calmnefſe from time to time, that 


you may give -way to faith, and that faich may 
haye its full ſcope to frame thy heart; it is « 


-poinr of grear experience that wee have had, as 


the chaſing away of doubting, ſconres the 
worke of faith ; ſo a ſtaidneſſe and-ftilneſſe of 
ſoale, frames the heart to hold the ſhield ſteedi- 
ly : a man muſt not only ſconre and furbuſe the 
ſhield,bar hold it ſoas ke may defend himfelfe: 
ſo lrg firſt rhe maintenance of the evidence of 
h, and the calmneſſe and ſtaidneſſe of heart, 
makes a man hold che ſhield ſtedily, andbeare the 
w comfortably, when it comes: thoſe boiſte- 
rots affections, ho: crowds and troops of trou- 
Go nations, as feare, and jealonfie, and 
Gerfieetoh; theſe doe upranke the frame of the 
vie, thar-the ſoule is nor at the command of 
ith : 2s ir 1s inan armiſe; when ic is aoranked, 


rope gh the commander bee never {0 wRE 
full, 


yer nomancarrmarthon : :Tothe 
H 4 never ich ſo yiforions a faich, - 
foule were hurried up and downe with _ 


Added rs, the ſoule couldnor commer 
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The 8ouler effeRnall calling to Chriſt, = 635 
'hat Chriſt was riſen from the dead, and had ma- 
fetzdhumſelfe ro them, the text faith, They be- 
lord nor, and wondred ; they would nor beleeve 
or the while, and it was through the violence of 
hcir joy, which made them, that they hadno lea- 
wreto belceeve 2: as it is true of Immoderate affe- 
dion, ſo ir js true of ſtrange feare, and care, and 
ditemper, becauſe theſe hurrie the ſoule [o vio» 
lendly, ard cranſporc the fonle of a man,that hee 
cannot beleeve : as it is inacrowd or tumule, the 
ravellour is fhicted ro goe on his joarned, but the 
cowd is ſo ſtroug, that they crofſe him, and op- 
ooſchim in the way,and overturnc him, and oyer 
power him, and ſo make him goe another way; 
the fault was not, becauſe hee would not, or was 
totablero goe, but becauſe rhey did oppoſe him, 

nd hinder him : juſt ſo it is with a ſoule thus 
troubled with cumalcnous thoughts, eſpecially 
nelancholly, and thoſe encmies of vaine imagr- 
nations of feares, and forrow, and diſtempered 
(hooghts and cares, that though the heart ts Wil- 
ng and able to beleeve, yer thoſe ſtirring of 
boilterons affe&ions , they crofſe faith in tf 
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"y,and beare dowre faith, that it cannor goe&'© 
c Wl "tieway of the promiſe towards God, nof r6- 
(eve helpe from him : P/al. 43. 5. there David 
aides his owne heart, and rockes ir aſleep, and 
would bring ir quiet, ſaying, Why art thou ſo dif- 
qrited, Oh myſouele 7 and why art thou a wieted 
Wie me 7 this fign:fics, to lay a man flatupon 
dick -2gaire, why ave thow ſo ruamiltuen/ty 
Wl! thisis taken fromawave intheſes, char 
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iscarried up and downe : there are three th 
inthis rext ficting for our purpoſe ; 
Firſt, that a tumultuous diſtemper of hegs 
makes a man ye flatupon bis back, and finkein. 
to aſwound. _. 
| $: condly,it hinders the worke of faith;marke | 
what followes, Srill rywſt 1# God , as if he had faid, 
leave thoſediſtempers of heart, and reſt upen the 
freeneſſe of Gods grace. 
| Thirdly, David-chides. his owne heart, and 
brings it incoacalmnefſe and ſtilnefle,he rockshis 
heatrt,and quiers it ; as if he ſaid, ſtiil looke upto 
God, and waitupon him for meicic, for he isyet 
y God, The vertue of this rule we findeinex- 
-rience,eſpecially in melancholy perſons, when 
they have ſwarmes of thoughts buzzing in their 
indes,ſometimes reſtlefſe feares that doe chaſe 
theirhearts, as the hound doth the Deere i the 
forreſt, and after this comes another affetion, 
id after that another, and fo at laſt they come 
alrogether : ſometimes the 'horrour of a mans 
paſcience makes hue and cry after him, and 
rakes him ſay, Oh how my heart ſ@iccs me !'me 
chought, Lſaw hell gaping for me, andtbe Devils | 
even ſtanding at my elbow, ready rohurry mee 
owne to everlaſting deftruRion, this makes bis 
ſoule to have ſach an amazemenr,and gaſtervesof 
ſpirit, that. he cannor reach the promiſe of 
ecauſeofthoſe diſtempers : therefore labour for 
t wage the Lord. ol unde o 
OPRet, Feare yow not But [rang [Hit, 4NA7e 
riewof the Lord ; that is, lay afide thoſe 1h 
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-oaceits, and thoſe needles feares z ſtand ſtilland 
k:quier, chat is, wich che eye of faich behold the 
ation of God, and looxe upon, his promiles. 

Thatyour fairh may bee fitred for the worke 


+ WT te notice of this, in the want of any means doe 
4, WM ootfirſt ſeeke for them, and in the preſence of 
i WM © cans God affords, locke not firft ro them 


for ſaccour_ and ſupply, bur firſt goe to the pro» 
niſe.tharche promiſe may ſupply what you need, 
adthat the promiſe may blefſe what means you 
aye. lt is an uncomfortable and diſorderly courſe 
for a man barely and firſtly ro looke at thoſe 
things which are within the compaſſe of ſenſe, 
and fo range up and downe for comfort in the 
uſ: ofthe means, and the promiſe, and Chrift, are 


ec  elaſtchings chought of in onrhearts; we onely * 
c WM boiero bring in chis,or that for our comfortand 


releefe ; as for inſtance that every man may take 
bis portion in the rime of poverty, how doth the 
s WW viebehweicſelfe, and unfit ir ſelfe for the pro- 
d WH bk? When a man ſees thathis eſtate is Jow,and 
e WH 6 likerocome to miſery, he faith, I have ſome 
s WH 2nd Friends that will nor ſee mce want, and I 
y tweſomuch means yet left,and I have my health 
s WI = frrength, and I hope I ſhall ger a pooreli- 
f WM '2andchere isnor one word ofthe promile all 
\ Wb vhile;bur haply death takes away all friends, 
r Wy  ficknefſe rakes away rhy health and ſtrength, 
s WW 4dthe fire or theeves takes away all thy goods : 
e WY dr wile thou goe now ? then ata dead life 

kfaine to goe to that mercy which endureth 


eſe imaginations, and thoſe crowds of fooliſh 
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3.Rule. 
How faith may 
be firred for the 
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The Soules effeBuall calling 9 Chiifh, - © 
for ever; hee might have gone thither firg . 
Therefore now reaſon thus, I am like tobe 
and my friends may die, and the theeves may 
rob me of all my goods, but the mercyofthe Lord 
endureth for ever. Againe, the Miniltertha i 
Faithfull defiresto preach fruitfully, and tobens 
fir the congregation, and then wee catch at the 
helps chat are neere at hand, and goe toourbock 
and ſtudies, our wit and pains, and thinketha 
theſe will doe the deed ; we doe well inthusdv- 
ing, butthe fault is inthe order of them : haply 
God knocks off mans wheeles, and a manis not 
able to come to the botrome of the point, andif 
he be able to compaſle the trath in ſorhe meaſure, 
| yer God blaſts all that hee doth, and thereis no 
| goad comes tothe tfoules of his people; atlaſt he 
is faine togoe to the promiſe, and then the poore 
Miniſter ſaith, Lord, thou haſt ſaid chou yilt bee 
| with thy faichfull Miniſters to the end of the 
world, little ſtrength is in us, but be thon withw 
| Lord ; now the worke goes on againe, the trades 
_ | man is honeſt, andpainfull, and he hopes tocol 
paſſe a good eſtate by his calling, his ſtoctes 
good and grear, and his skill is ſufficient, and 1 
 pennyworth ſhall be as reaſonable as any others, 
and his acquaintarce are many;then God blaſſe 
| all theſe, and ar laſt, hee comes home tothe po 
' miſe, and ſaith, as it is inPſol. 1. 3. Whatſoo th 
 Vighteou doth, is ſbalt proſper : hold here and nf 
I expett all from the promiſe, goe firlt t - 
| promiſe and expe&t mercy and ſnccour —_ 
, Ns ite 
| promiſe. This was the courſe that /4: = 
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—The Soules effetuall calling ro Chriſt. 
(6.32.9. Firſt hee wreſtled with God, and over- 
anc him, and then he wreſtled with his brother 
Zu, and faith, O God of my Farber Abraham, ana 
olif my Father 1ſackez Lord which faidſt unto 
ne, rerarne unto ry Comntrie, and 7 will doe thee 

1 am mt worthy of the leaſt of all thy mercies, 
ind deliver me from the hand of my brother Eſau, for 
1fwrebim* Thus he wreftled with the Lord, and 
byrcrue of a promiſe overcame him, and then 
mercame Eſau, Heb. 7.3, 45; Marriage i henon- 
nble among all men, and the bed undefiled, but whore- 
warers, and adulterers, God will judge ; let yoar 
aner{arion be withoue coveronſneſſe,co be coment with 
tyſe things you have. |, 

But how will you have helpe againft this co« 
ronlnefſe ? a man would have ſaid thus : you 
wegotten a good portion, and but little charge, 
admany friends , but this Courſe God takes, for 
tebath ſaid, 7 will never leave thee, nor forſakethee : 
tle doth not ſay thou haſt mnch means, and ma- 
Iyfricnds, but I ſay, 1 will nor leave thee, nor forſake 
te. Now faith is ficted for the worke, when I 
wechaſed away doubting, then faith is ready, 
adthe ſhield is ſcoured. | 

Scondly, when my heart is calme and quiet 

faith may goe on, there is a free paſſage. 

Thirdly, when the (cute lookes our firſt to the, 
Fomiſe, and then ro the means, this is the right 
My that faith ſhould goe :- now you may ſeton—- | | 
Fa journey, faith iscleered, and that is the right C | 

way to everlaſting bappineffe. * . 3. bill 
"owl cometo ſhew how wee mnſt cometo Particnlar. E 
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How to order order faith in the worke, and hcre twothiro: »r 
ante |tobeattendedunto, "BY 
- Firſt, how.the ſoule ſhould get tothe Pro: 
| miles 2. 
/ Secondly, how the foulc ſhould take, recein, 
and improve this ſufficiency and excellency 

God, that isin the-promiſe ? 
| _ Forthe firſt, how to ger the ſoule to thepro. 
miſe, you ſee all is geady;and the way open, a 
faith is firted. No&w there are three rules tohes 
; obſerved, ro ſhew. how the. ſoule may get tothe 
promiſe ; or there are as ofthe ſoule wherein 
| this rruth. may bee diſcovered, that the foule 
| which doth beleeve, may have the ready way to 

-. _ | goe tothe promile. 

r-Ruyle, | Renounceall power and ab!lity inthy ſelfe,for 
| tobcleeye and goe unto God, it is a pointof mat- 
 vellous uſe, thongh a yo wouldnot imagine, 
 thoumaiſt not expe faith in-thy ſelfe, oroftty 
 ſelfe, or from thy ſelfe, any ability: rogoetotie 
| promiſe, though thou haſt faith asitis: 6a/.2.20, 
| Nevertheleſſe 1 live, yet not. 1, but Corijt Ironh n 
| me. It isnot Ithat livesby any power ofmy lelte 
bur Chriſt liveth in me . Ic was Chriſt guickning, 
and reviving, andinabling him, though-he bud 
faith, Ter. 10.2 3, O-Lord 7 know that the way of mus 
| # not 1n himſelfe, neither @ it in a man 10 diref by 
 owne ſteps : ſodoe thou fay if ever thou woulcl 
| havethy heart ficced to goeto the promile, it! 
| not hcre Lord, it is not In thisvaine minde, 1t1 
. notin the power of this dead heart, Or a0) pa 
 Ggethar cver I received, whereby | a _ 
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rwleevein thee z 1 meane the principall of life is | 
nothere, the root of faith is in thepromilſe, and 2 
romthence it comes into the ſoule. As itis with 
i mariner when- the ſhip is upoathe ground in E 
he ebbe and low water, hee dothnot expe& to _ 4 
wpge his ſhip to' che ſhore by any power of 

tisſelfe 4 it is notin my wiſedome that can di- 

ret mee, and it is not in my weapon that 

an defend mee 3 It is not this humility that 

an bring my ſoule downe,, it .is nor. here, ir 

nor 1 Lord, that can reſt, or- goe-to a pro- 

miſe; cyen all our abillities are at an cbbe, all 
thatwe have or can doe is to empty ourrſelyes,and / 
ficour ſelves, and toget up-the maine maſt, chat 

let the foule bee ready for the promiſe by ver- 

te of that to be carried heaven ward, and Chrift 

wad; take notice of this in your owne fſonles, 

thatthe heart would begin at home 3 if a tempta-' 

the WY cn come, the heart of ir-ſclfe wouldovercome its 

he WI indifa duty co be done, the heart ofir ſelfe would 

10. MI fxformett ; and if oppoſition come, the heart 

i WM oft ſelfe would reſiſt it: O remember thatir is I 

I, WY 7 an offers an injury againſt, reaſon, ſenſ®' and 

religion, and all, Now chy faith begins to wraſtle 

hd WY ith him, and his dealings and conſcience checks 

1 WM dthou wilt teare thine owne heart out of thine- 

bo WW 25e boſome ,, brethren, this will nor doe 1t.' 

WM Vina ſhip of a handred tuns is upon ground, 

ti © mariners may pull and tugtheir hearts out 

defore they can ger ic goe:Ogoe then and ſay,it is 


a 1 thatcanbe patient, andpur up a wrong, be 
10 Kietand expe ir not from hence ; lec the heart 
"We Mmmmyg lie - 
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lie (till till the winde and ride, and promiſe come 
and that will carry thee. 

Bring the promiſe home to thy hearr, that the 
promiſe may bring thy heart co it : I meane thus; 
[ rold you before, that the heart renonnceth a 
abilities of ir ſelfe,as the firſt principle, and faith, | 
it is in an impatient heart, 1t is not here, Lord, 
downe, be quiet and ſtill, goe thou tothe pro. 
- miſe, and bring thar firſt rorhy ſoule, and when 
che promiſe comes, it will briog thy hcart home 
ro/it : -I will tel] you how, you muſt goe to the | 
promiſe, and ſay thus, It is not in mine owne 
power toquicken my ſelfe, yet Lord,this I know, 

that theres ſufficiencie in the promiſe ro ſupply 
all my wants, and there is anthoritie in the pro- 
miſe to rule and order mee in all my courſes: | 
_ therefore take the promiſe, and reafon thus, I | 
conclude that the Lord Jeſas Chriſt, by the 

 powerof his Spirit, is in the promiſe undeniably, 
| and undoubtedly, and unſpeakably, accompany 
ing in his manner as hee (hall ſee fit. This! ſay, 
that the almighty Spirir of Chriſt doth rely 
and continually accompany the promiſe, forthe 
good of his, hence it is callcd the ſpirit ofpromile, | 
for there is an Almighty creating worke goes 
along with the promiſe, and Treaſon thus: that | 
word that diſcernes the thoughts of the heartsof 
men, that word muſt needs have the Almigity 
en ae of Gods Spirit accompanying of it, ſoft 
as God bath promiſed it, not baply when thou | 
ſeeſt fit, but when God ſees fir. Heedoth it a3 
voluntary workman, therefore thou conſidereſ! 


that 
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tatthere isan Almighty power, and a fulneffe in 
the promiſe : then lay that promiſe upon thine 
heart and know it; and conclade it, and leoke for 
rertue from thence, to draw thy ſoule toir again. 
[have ſeverall paſſages to exprefſe my ſelfe by ir, 
,oumay underitand it : 7acob would not beleeye 
that 1oſeph was alive,or if he were alive, he had bue 
ite means, & was pOOre,Gen*45.26,27,28,29, 
by: when he ſuw the Chariots that 1 oſeph had ſent bin, 
then he beleeved, and ſaid I have enough, roſeph my 


{in liverh ; the Chariots ſcent from /oſeph to 1acob, 


broughtZacob to /oſeph :1o every belceving ſoule, is 
yore and feeble, and dif-nabled to goe to God, 
dro beleeye in the Lord Jeſus Chriſt ; therefore 
loke thou unto the Chariots of Iſrael firſt, ahd 


_thatwill conyey thee to the promiſe. As it is 


vithche miller, firſt he parcs the mill firly, and 
orders all the occafions thereof; and when the 
ſtones are fir and laid to goo, yer it will not goe, 
allthefſuce be pulled up, and the water runs chat 
drivesthe mill ; fo the ſoule is humbled, and Hes 
kvell with the Lord and his truth, and is content 
toyeeld to his conditions, but the ſoyle of it ſelfe 
nitſelfe cannot goe, It hath not rhe principle of 
going; bur let downe the ſluce of the promiſe,and 
that come ro thy hearr, and it will bring thy 
vule home tothe Lord. The promiſe muſt come 
thee, and make thee cometo it : It is not heye 
Lord, bur in the promite, bring that promiſe, and 
ſropen the flace, arid ler the wind, blow, andit 
Wl convey thee comfortably ; as Luke-19. 9: 
Toj day ſalvation is come to rby honſe,not tothe _ 


he 
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of thy houſe, but to the men that are in tho 
houſe : they did not come to falvation, but 1alys. 
tion came to.them : the Lord ſent ſalvation to 
ſalute the houſe of Zachexs,and that brought him 
toſalvation : this is the foiling of many poke 
beleevers ; O, ſay they, if I could beleeve, then 
the promiſe did belong unto me, but I darenot 
venture npon it : bur I ſayunto thee, whomſes 
ever thouart, thou ſhalt never live by faith upon 
theſe termes,thou muſt firſt let rhe promiſe come 
_ to thee, and then it will carry thee untoir, 
When the promiſe is thus come home, and thou 
ſeeſt the ſufficiency and authority of it: thenall 
thou haſt co doe is this, inthe ſtreame of that prc» 
mile be carried, and in the yertue thereofbecon- 
veyed home to the Father ; Luke 15.4. The Pro» 
digall is ſaid tobe like a loſt ſheepe ; marke this 
for.it concerneth you poore creatures, The poore 
ſh-epe is wildercd up and downe, now in the 
mouth of the Lion, and chen in the briars, and 
ſometimes in the pir. The text faith, He leavtth 
the ninety nine ro ſeeke that; that is in compariſon 
of what care he expreſſerh ro the loſt ſhcep?; hee 
leaverh a man regenerate, nor careleſ]y, buthec 
will not expreſſe ſo great loye, as to a poorelolt 
man: and though thon canſt not find the wayt0 
ſeaven, yet hce will finde thee, lie thou upon 
3 the ſhouiders of Chriſt, as in the 5. verſe of ti!s 
Chaprcr, when thou fiadeſt thy heart feebie and 
weake, and thy ſelfe unable to beleeve, thentt® 
Lord Jefts Chriſt brings the ſpirit of grace, and 
thatcomes to ſeeke, and Jeſus Chriſt will fl 
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ſoule of thine upon his ſhoulders , that is, upon the ' 
ichezof the freeneſſe of his grace : therefore ler 
thy heart bee tranſported by the power of that 
or:ce, andby the vertue of that mercie, that God . 
Mh made knowne unto thee for thy everlaſting 

00d ; when the chariots are come, get thee up 

into them, the Lord Jeſus Chrift is gone up to 

heaven, and hee hath ſent his chariots for thee; 

therefore ger thee up, and fay, Lord take mee up 

withthee,let the Lord convey thee by the power 

of his grace : when the mariner hath ſea roome 

enough, hee cares for no more, if hee can but cb-- 

friethe channzN, hee lookes not ſo mach at his 

care,9t any thing, fo he canoblervethechanneÞ,. 
ttischanneil is che full ride of the promiſe : rhere- 

fic iay thy (elfe upon the promiſe, and ſay, Lord 

1n the yertue of thar grace, and in rhe power of 

ſe tat Spirit carry mee, and in the riches of char 

cl eercieofthine ; Lord, convey the heart of this 


d poore inner, and make mee happy with thy ſelfe 
th for eyer, 


n [t is preſamed, that thy faith now is come to 2. Paſſage 
e the promiſe : now the skill is, how hee may take 
'c WF #9 improve the good of the promiſe, and re- 
it: Wy <iveall the incomes thereof. 
0 There are two things eſpecially obſeryable. 
0 firſt, labour to husband the promiſes, and to . 
's WW age them wiſely when wee have them for 
our beſt advantage. 
e Scondly, labour to live by the ſiveetneſſe of 
d Wl promiſes (© mannaged: as it is with a man 
- t hath a faire eſtate, and iS left maryellous 


Nann well, 
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well, if he would have the benefit of his eſtate 

tr ar muſt mannage it, ſecondly, hee wyit 

maintaine him and his out Gf the gaine of ith 
|  , mannaged. 

I.Particul. Firſt,the Lord hath left you well, and you haye 
wherewithall tolive like men, and like Chriſtian 
men too,yea,an happie life,that you may goſin- 

ing to your graves, and goe rejoycing up to hee 
,and you have faith too,only you want ſome 
$kill to uſe it, for it is not conceived that you are 
well ſtocktand ſtored, but it is required that you 
ſhould hustand the promiſes well, and injoy 
them as your owne, and live by the comfort of 
the promiſes, the promiles are ours, and we have 
them in hand, if wee can but bring our heartsto 
_— them aright. __ 
Now that wee muſt mannage the promiſes 
arighr ,two things are mainly obſervable, though 
there are many others ready at hand, yet Iwill i 
fiſt apon thoſe that are moſt uſefull for the bene- ! 
firof the worke. 
Take poſſeſſion of the promiſes, and value that 
podin the promile as thine, nay, further make 
itpreſent and ſubſtantiall rothy foule, as the A- 
poſtle Gairly, Heb. 1x. 1. not only that good whicl 
the promiſe will yeeld for the preſent, buteter- | 
nall and everlaſting good, which every promile 
will make thy ſoule affured of if thou haſt abt 
improve it aright, and care to beſtow thy ſcife 
thereupon. The only way for aman to thrive 
his eſtate, is this, hee muſt dyell upon his oW'f 
eanes,and have it all in his owpe occupy1l8 + , 
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sweuſeto ſay, If a man leaſe it out, why may 
not heger ſomerhing by keeping of ic,as another 
byhiring of ic? If he woald doe thus ( fay we ) 
te moſt needs get more than hee doth now : fo 
tought to be in our ſpiritualleſtate, and fo faith 
villenable us that wee may doe,not only to take 
the preſent benefit thar the promiſe will afford 
nthislife, but the promiſe is the ſubſtance of 
things hoped for, and theevidenceot things not - 
ſzene : all that glory and happinefle in heaven, 
tee yet ſ-ene, and nor yet in fruitian, faith will 
nake all that happineſle within view, and puts 
wintopoſſeſſian of them, and makes them have 
2 being to our ſoules : faith it is that brings 
Ciriſtand makes Chriſt preſent,and in Chriſt all 
preſented, all glorie 1s in Chriſt, who is the Au. 
how ofit ;and faith makes all that glory preſent, 
ul bappineſſe in Chriſt, who is the worker of ir, 
udfaith makes all that happineſſe tobe preſent, 
that by faith laying hold: on thy Saviour, not 
Myto take comfort, but to make all that happi- 
teſſe and good, that is eternally to be preſent , as. 
Llet2, 32, Feare not little flock ; but might they 
they, How ſhall we chuſe bat feare,ſeeing there 
5 nothing bur ſinnes wichin that deſerve pu- 
albment, and enemies without that breath 
brch hreatnings 2 O bur a Saviour ſaith, Feare 
w little flock + why ? it © your Fathers pleaſure. 
" gre 302 a kingdome; you are not in the king- 
as yet, yet you are inthe way toit ; and 
$1youarenow in the wilderneſſe lcading to 
n,yet you ſhail come to Canaan,and ſo you. 
Nnann 32 ſhall 


| 
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ſhall have a kingdome ; remember that and 

ou ſhall be comforted and refreſhed, live upon 
this: w:cn you looke only to the prefentbenche- 
ofthe promile ( itistrue ) this is more than wee 
can conceive, yet wee let the better part of our 
ſtock and eſtate [yc by us, for thereare twoparts 
of the promile, the preferit good and peace, and 
theeternall and everlaſting good and comfort of 
ic , now when we looke only to the preſent good 
of Ir, this 18 i] husbandry, for wee let the berter 
part of the ſtocke Iye dead by us, and doe not 
trade with it, asit is inthe world for temporall 
meanes, fo it 18 for our ſpirituall cſtates : for ſpi- 
rituall ſaccour and fupply,though a man have lit- 
tleforthe preſenr, yet if hee have ſame 0!drever- 
fions ro come, this beares up his heart in thetime 
of poverty and miſery ; ard he faith, if hecanhut 
make a ſcrambling ſhift tor ſo long time, then te 
hopes to liveas well as any man in the Country, 
So that there is nor ſome of the promiſe that w 
have in poſſeſſion, bar rhere 13 the reverſion of old 
rents, as old rents of farmes, that were let in} 
agoe, when the leaſes come out, they are wort 
. treble the rent they were ler at th? firſt : & 
there are the old rents of comfort and merere, 3, 
Come zee bleſſed of my Father, inheris the Lingdunt 
prepared for you © then 119- more teares, no more 
trouble,no more ſorrow,r.omore finne, gertiol 
into your hands, and have them invſe, and (ay, 
The day will come, when wee ſhall have hap! 
nefſe,blifſe and joy, beyond all that the ronge®f 


mancan exprefle, or the heart of man —_ 
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' though we acebuffcred with many ternptarions, 
ndwearted with a world of corruptions, yet we 


Gall bee ſaved, faith fairh, Thus a man may . 


make a pretty good fhife to: live: upon theſe 
ermes,though we have nothing elſe to live upon 
mtheworld : therefore remember what now I 
ſake, Labour to faſten this, truth upon thy 
keart, that there is notonely preſent good in thy 
ſelfe, but in another, and reſerved by another for 
thycomfore ; and be rhon content that ic ſhould 
he ſo, not only to looke what ihon haſt, but con+ 
ſider, thatthe greateſt parrof thy glory, is in the 
gory of a Chriſt, and the greateſt part of thy 
wiſdome, is in the wiſdome of a Chriſt; and thy 
Ihrty,in the liberty of a Chriſt;and rhy riches, in 
te riches of a Chriſt ; and know, that what!io- 
everis 1n Chriſt, thou haſt ir all as thine :_7obr 
4.12.Bebold what love the Father hath ſhewed to as, 
i918 we are now the Sounes of God ; T tcl you bre- 
hren;thisis a marvellous privilege, and if Fon had 
n9more but this, youhad a childes portion: but 
appeares not what we ſhall have, we haye but a 
glmſe now, what will the harveſtbe ? and now 
wehave only ſome (3 ps of ir, what ſhall then the 
fallcup be.when we ſha!l ſee Chriſt as ke is > thus 
Hire did improve his eſtate, Heb. 11. 26. he.barc 
eflictions comfortably, yea, he eſtcemed the 
rebukes of Chriſt greater richcs than the rrea- 
res of Egypt; why ? becauſe he had aneye to 
terecompence of the reward; we account of a 
manseſtate, for what he hath for preſent poſſe(- 


ſn; but what is like to befall him, and what hee 
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13 borne unto, what Moſes did, doe thou, that thoy 
maiſt account the miſery and diſgrace of a Chrif 
greater riches than all the pleaſares ofthe world: 
have all chy eſtate in thy owne hand, if thou wil 
_ good husband : as it is with a busbandman, 
though he have no money in his houſe, and little 
roviſfion, yer If his ground be well ſtockt, an 
e hatha good crop, this ſupportsthe heart of ; 
oore husbandman, there is that upon the 
round that will pay all his debr, and hee ſhall 
ave wherewithall to live like a man too: fo jt 
vght to be with theſe proviſions, promiſes of 
life, and falvation : though thou findeſt many 
yants and corraprions, and many diſpraces caſt 
| Pon thee ,and chou art caſt behind hand for com- 
ort ; 'yert remember this, that though there islit- 
tle ſtrength, and little grace here, yet there is 
nough inthe promiſe and in keaven, which the 
omiſe will bring to thee, and that will pay for 
11; thongh thou artnouw indiſhonour, yetthere 
- Is honour enough in heaven to take away all thy | 
diſhonour; though now in perſecution and mi 
ſery, yet there is comfort enough, and liberty in 
Chriſt : let thy ſoule therefore bee carefull to 
| make-all theſe preſent with thee for thy good: 
this is our folly, wee live meerely by ſenſe, and 
lay our the leaſt part of the promiſes, wheres 
if we could live comfortably, we ſhould improve | 


Il. 

Expe& nothing from the promiſe, but "i 
which is ſtable and agreeable co the nature © 
Ig promiſe.; lay out all, and lay it our pH 
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1-7 advantage, and have thy whole ſtecke a go- = 
10.and ſo expe nothing from the promiſe, bur 
hat which is ſautable to it : ſay not with thy 
ve chen,bad I that power,and that honour,and 
thoſe abilities to doe duries, and thoſe meanes 
autward for my comfort, which others have in 
ſaperflitie z and if God would but give ſuch a 
place, what honour might I bring to God, and 
what comfort might I have to my ſoule to9 ; this 
k morethan the promiſe will give thee, and this 
$to wrongthe promiſe, and to fay, as it were in 
feſt, were God ſo wiſe as I, then things would 
with farre better ſacceſſe 2 nay, but know 
tht the Lord will cot give thy heart content in 
tiepromiſe, but what hee ſeeth fir,and what may 
te beſt for thy good and his glorie,and to looke 
forthatin the promiſe, which. is not there to bee 
tad, is all one to throw che promiſe downe the 
lreame, thou doeſt abuſe the promiſe, and per- 
rettit ; for that whichis in the promile, is this ; 
Thawhich God ſeeth moſt fit and neceflarie for 
theethar God willgive, and hat thou maiſt ex- 
rt,and nothing elle : ir is tf this condition ſpi- 
 Iewall, a$it is in a mans eſtate temporall; hee 
tatwillhusband a peece of land well and wiſely, 
lt is falne to him by free gift, or by an inheri- - 
lance,his courſe is this, he will obſerve what beſt 
fits every ſoile,and what cach peece of ground 
ni|beare, ons peece of ground for meadow, an- 
ter for grazing,another for plowing z if a man 
ould goe and plow up his meadowes,and mow 


fallowes ,we would thinke this man very 1gnO- 
| . ral 
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Fant in-mannaging his buſinefle : ſo it is with ths 
precious promiſes of God, thou muſtnot thinks 
ro have what thon wouldeſt in the promiſe, by 
[thinke what will beſt grow there, and what is the 
\intent and aimeof God, in making of the pr. 
miſe. and what comfort it will yecld ; ſoimproye 
1t, and expect good thereby ; the wane of th 
 wiſedome is that which brings a great deale of 
miſery, and caſteth men behind hand, and mates 
them live poore,and ſcancly ina good courk: 0, 
faith one, had Iatitle and an intereſt inthe pro- 
mile, it con!d notbee fo with me as it is, it were 
not poſſible, that an 12norant heart ſhould ſil 
potilefie me, and that theſe diſtempers ſhould til 
crowd in, and hinder mee ; you thinke you are 
| good husbands all this while; bur the trath is, 
|you loſe the promiſes, and make a {poile of 
them; and itis no wonder that you live poorely 
ard begegarly, and undoe your ſelves ; for Iknoy 
not any one promiſe, from rhe beginning of Ge- 
| neſis, to the end of the Revelation, that ever 
 ſheweth any ſuch thing as this, That theman 
which hath grace,ſhould never finde the plagueot 
' anaughtie heart, and never be pcſtered withcor-! 
 ruptions within.and forrowes without ; there 
| notone place which promiſerh thus much, yol 
| Improve not the promiſe the right way: Icon- 
| fefſe chat this is rrue, that all they chat are 
': Chriſt, there is no condemnation to they 4 

| they live not after the fleſh, and they are not # 
the command of their corruptions, 


| ſhallnotbeKing and Ruler over them ; _w_ 
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4 doth promiſe, barthar he. may'norbeſome.- 
*mes overcome of, and captived by his corrag- 
tons, Tknow no 'fach promiſe, the Apoſtle Paul 
Fund it ocherwiſe, Rome 7. 23. 7 finde alaw inmey 
nenbers, warring againſt the law of my minae'; [tis a 
&fperatepare Gf 111 husbandry, fora mary rofay 
ahismoncy fo, thathee ſhall nor onety-nor 16s 
owne, bat !ofe all that he layes our; 1ris the 
al way coundoe him utterly * ſo you doe noe 
aely loſe the good of che promile,” and:nor fer 
jurowne, but you ſpill rhepromiſe, becanſe you 

tmeaconceit to reap that by the promiſe, which 

Godnerer intends, neirher wilt he-ever beffow, | 

Some may ſay,how may a man. expet'thar from 

tepromiſe which God intends, and-wilt unde- 

nably beſtow ? ; 


For anſwer hereunto, I will ſhew what thou 
miltexpe&,and whar God will andoubredly be- 


ow; if thon doeſt beleeve, heaven and falvation 
vertainly'chine, and perſeverance'unto theerid, 
noe won and meafare of —_— _ 
ty make thee fit for perfeverance': thele three 
tings grow here, and the promiſe will tare; 
for temporal! bleſſings, wHichwe defire, and 
te meaſure of ſpiritual ngs, which we maſt 
ne, ſb mach grace, and fo much affirance and 
Uiſtuce, and ſo mach abilities ro doe duries, 
Goddoth not engage himfelfe to beſtow-:rhele : 
ke thar 'which God engagerh! himſetfe- ro be- 
tow both for temporall and ſpirieuall bleſſings, it 
whe diſcovered in three particalars; ſo mach 
Facennd affirince of Gods love's and ſo mnch 
Vhert in grace; as he ſeeth fir afcer his ownr'or-' 
Qooo _ der, 
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r, and inhisowne time; I willo xenthem a 

fees many doe here bungle — t 

I1.Rule, | Firſt,he will beſtowtheſe in hisowneorder.ne+ 

' incchyorder; firſt,he will make thee fit;andnute 

thee, good, that thou maiſt bee able to dpeſ 

pn then he will beſtow them on theezhap. 

y a poore man is driven to a deſperate harzad, 

and is brought miſerably under, and therefore 

he heart cries earneſtly for ſome more ſupply, 

nd he cals,and God anſwersnot, and helabours 

ro looke up to the promiſe, where God faith, no. 

thing ſhall be wanting to his, and yet it. commeth 

not,God will give theſe in his owne order firſ, 

he will make thee fit for this eſtate, and thengie' 

it; I never knew a geod man deſperately poore, 

bur his heart was deſperately prond:thereforethe 

Lord will make him;good, and make his-proud 

heart yeeld,and.then beſtow theſe things; looke 

for thatfirſt, and not for the other : againeyano- 

ther Chriftian labours much for the aflurarce of 
Gods love, and cannot attaine it; and ſcekeito 

Godin theuſeof the promiſes, and yet hecannot 

 finde it ſetled; God will give thee comfort and 
conſolation, but in his owne order ;and know this 
 thatcommonly rhe Lord neyer debars the foule 
 ofcomfort;bur he ſees that the heart is not fitfor 
ir; thy heart would bee proud and careleſſe, and 
| Gad ſhould heare no more of: thee, and thy lai 
| wold: overturne the boat: therefore when God 
hath abaſed thy heart; and: made thee content 1 
want what he ſhall deny, hea hee will give thee 

| aſſurance, but irmuſtbe in his order; and. 
the reaſon, why the moſt ſmoak our theirdaj 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


| 
| | 
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in diſcontent, the reaſon is, there 1s a proud hearr, 
nd a ſturdy diſpoſition of ſpirit, that will nor 
:omeunto Gods termes: as it 18 witha Phyfitian, 
kewill notgive a cordiall to his patient whenhee 
pill for if he were in a burning tever, it were the 
next way co ſend him going ; firſt he purgeth and 
makes him fir, and then gives him a cordiall : fo 
itisin theſe things which thou craveſt, the Lord 
willthen give thee the, when thou ſhalt not ſurfer 
ofcomfort,and afſurance,andproſperity ;$& when 
thy heart is emptied and purged, and able to di- 
zeſt theſe rhings, then the Lord will give them. 
Sccondly, the Lord will give temporallbleb- 
ſings, and that meaſure of ſpirituall in his @wne 
dre time : not when thou and I wonld, batwhen 
he ſees moſt fit: As 7ohn 2.3,4.The mother of Teſws 
aneyto ear Saviour, they bave no wine, ſaithihee; 
ſhe thought ſhee had Chriſt at command; buthee 
alwers her, Woman whas have 1 80 doe withithee £ 
wy houre « 08 yet come; So iris with our ſoules, 
_ reewant comfort and ſtrength againſt corrupti- 
00s, and aſſurance and'affiſtance':+ VWhar: have 
I to doe with that proud: heare (of. thine, fairh * 
our Saviour 2 My time if ner yet come ; JOu 
would have it now as they ſaid, ilk thou 
py reflore the Kingdome to 1ſracl-?\ God will 
Ge it in his owne time, and; wee muſt wait 
h leiſure, This is one thing that doth — 
accompany the coyenant of grace (as I 
liewed before ). that the Lord fhoald diſpence 
"his Kingdome when he pleaſeth,andnorwhen 
72 vill, when the Lord ſeerh- cheſe blefſings-of 
] iriegall mercies and temporall fayoursare ripe 5 
Ea Oooo 2 and 
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and moſt ſealonabie xo thy neceſſities, thenthoy 
* ſhalt have them, but the cime is in Gods hang, 
| TheLord doh nor promile in ſuch a mance; 
and -meaſure,.and ſuch a pecaliar thing, to vine 
that temporall bleſſing, and that ſpirirnal] x. 
ſtance that wedefire z bat the Lord willdoethy 
which he krowerh is moſt fir. And the texr{ 
Fred me wirhfeod convenicntfor me,there was fit. 
he refers himlcife ro:God. When a mmcons, 
' totheraylers ro have a garment made, heegdoh 
not cutout the garment himſelfe, byt refers itto 
the jadgement of rhe workman 3 fo we moſt doe, 
refer oor (elves roGod,;andiknow God promifeth 
nothing, but as he ſcerh ir fir forthy good? jr 
may-bee thou ſhale nor have this bleſſing, or thu 
grace: As it is with aPorter, hee is mind.d to 
makeTomany veficls of honany; bur its reſeryed 
mthe mindenfehe Potrer; how-big hewillnke 
every veſſciioftronour : ſoif the Lord mikethee 
avefſtt.of honour, goe aw: y contend whether 
thou haſt ſoimmch' proſperity, andſomrch good 
and grace or no;;/ftigkils por; ir is enooghth 
- thanarteleGted roctennatiheppineſe: Nowyou 
be how to :wannage and improve the promiſe 
aright for your befr' aAvantage, and to expat 
'frem:the promiſe chat which ir wil! yeeld. 
|; /Theſecand- parricular in this third rule of I 
-ving by fich is chis ; how to take, and how to 
enjoy the fap and ſweerof the promite, and Ip 
live by it : when the Husbandman hath ſown 
this ground; and his fruiris ripe; 4nd tit hath 1% 
| 


> Rule. 
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6s when we ſee the beſt adyantage,now {ctus take 

he gaine, andlive by ir,and that-comfortably too 

nthe proofe of Gods goodnefle therein, Forthis 

end, lerme ſuggeſt theſe fiverules or directions, = 
rſt, chou ſeeſt what God isin the promiſe, 1 Diree71on 

adthou expe Reſt no more, than God is there - 

then; eye that-particular good inthe promiſe, 

which thou ſtandeſt in moſt-need-of, eye that 

goodin Chriſt, and inthe promiſe, and thenſex 

Gods power and faithfulnefſe-aworke to bring 

thtgood, and his wifſedome to contrive it, As 

for inftance, I am in perſecution; and either I 

would have deliverance and ſafety that I might 

not be impriſoned, or elſe comfort and-refreſh- 

ment, ifrhe Lord carry me thither , therefore 

[wouldſee allthis in the promiſe, ſtill reſerviing 

we conditions beforementioned 2: If thonare in + 

mion;eye liberty, and prefervation 1n'Chriſt, He 

hitis the great detiverer of his people, aid car- 

neth his people in his hands, -and then ſer Gods = 

powerand faithfulnefſe aworke that can doe Ir, - 

nd his wiſedome that can contrive it for thy 

900d, that which chouſeeft and ncedeſt ih the | 

ſromile,that the power 8 wifedome of Godmay 

(Mate torhyſoule:rhis isthe meaningofrh-t * 

Pace, Pſabme 39. 5-Conmie thy wayes nntothe Lord, 

F* in bim, and be ſhall bringisto paſſe ; TOO! thy 

>, and{ay all thy weight of 21! rby occaſions - 

Ta the Lord. fore rhe” Apaſtic faith, 

lrg. 7. Harle your care upon the Load, for hee 

Dian ng Ic isGods proper office and worke, 

ra for thy ſonle;rherefore Jay it all upon 
And purover allthy cate'fnto his hands, and 

Ooooyg. ſee / 
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ſer his power and faithfulneſſe aWorke z only thi 
4s here a little ro be ſcanned, 1 ſpeake not this 
that we ſhould take no careat all; but I (ay, 


hang 


all thy weight and burthen of thy care uponthe 
.ord. The Brewer he tumbles the barrell ofbecre 
and roulcs ir, but theearth thar bears it; ſowhat- 


| 


"pry trouble is in thy eare, roule it upon the 


Lord: Thar is thus, the weight of a mans occs 
fions, lies eſpecially in threethings, whichama 
muſt hurle off himſelfc, and'1ay uponthe Lord: 
ither a .man.ſhall :ot bee able to know whathee 
ſhall doe, or what hee is commanded, or elſce- 
condly,he ſhall not be able to doe what God com- 
mards, and be knowes,, or ele thirdly, he (hall 
not finde ſuccefle in what ke doth. It isnot atrou- 
ble todoe what we can, or to imploy our elves 
we are able, bur this is the trouble, when the 
heart faith,I ſhall notknow whatGods mindei, 
or I ſhall not doe what I know, orit will not ſoc- 
.ceed, or noit 1s not in my power.” Now we leave 
all theſe with God, and meddle not with them, 
bur put them overto the Lord, and meddle with 
thy owne duty and worke,and {ct Godalonewith 
his ; and fay thon unto the Lord, In trath Lord it 
is not in my power, it is not in my parts or work: 
either to compaſle that wiſedome that isableto 
; direft my ſelfe, or.to have any power rodoe all 
that is commanded, much lefſe to givegoodfic- 
ceſſe; Lord, Iwill not meddle withthat,butleaic 
1t tothy Majeſtie,if thou in thy power canſt not, 
or in thy faithfulneſſe and goodneſſe carelt no! 
for thy pooxe helpleſſe. creatare, 'then 1 amr 
_ tent, ,and if thong wilt-not be faichfull, mn 


& 
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-antentto-bee miſerable, and ſothou! maiſÞfbp.. + 
©a manthat hath promiſed toundertake ſome 
ſneſſe for a friend, and then in the endit proves: 
Cmeyhattroubleſome, and therefore he wiſherh 
tefriend to take It againe into his owne hands, 
for it is very troubleſome : buta man will leave 
unto him and ſay, he-hath ingaged himſelfe ro 
(cit, and hee will not looke afrer it, I will nor: 
neddle with it any more : fo whatend ic is rhat 
vin Gods royall-prerogative, leave'it with God, 
nddoe not meddle with it ; let GoG looke to ir, 
leave it to Gods faithfulnefſe and power to ac- 
complih it. So did Abraham, Rom:14.18,19,20;- 
& 21. verſes, 4br4bam above hope, beleeved nn- 
der hope, that he ſhould be the F ather of many Nati- 
mn; Sarahs wombe was berren,and bus body dead,and 
fihemuſthave a ſonnez and theretorehe (ſets Gods: 
porer on worke, and faith inthe 21:verſe z Lord: 
thi body is dead, and Sarah i barrengrthere # no belpe' 
kere, but thou art able, and thoubaf ingaged thy ble 
9 4#it; heſets Gods power toworke, and puts: 
oerall the right and barthen of the care upon 
the Lord. Heer 4. 14. Therefore Morderay' 
lath, 1f chow hold: thy peace. at this time, comfort 
nd deliverance ſhall come from ſome other place ; hee' 
Was reſolved that God had deliverance for his 
Church, and would not deny his ewne truth, ſal- 
Wes willcome, ſaith the text, he knowes not the- 
pace, Or by what means, but he knowes ther'ſal-' 
"#101 will come. So ſer thon Gods power and 
ineſſe to worke, and not thy owne care, 
MM it-tothe Lord; and:\hurle thy careupon' 
© far as concernes the burtheh of ir; :'! 12 -® 
; Secondly, 
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| Secondly, by faich goe tothe promile apun 


or heipe and power to wait upon Godinthat 
honed to looke towards God intheuſeof thok 


means that. hee hath appointed for the art 


of that good which his power will work res 


God will worke ir,and'{orhou muſt meer Godin 
the courſe of his providence, in the improvement 
of the mezns he hatly appointed for thy good, 

' Obſerve thou his providence, and doe thoy 
what Godrequires, for otherwiſe we live notby 


faith, bur tempt God, and throw away the pro- 


mile and all, and deprive our ſelves ofthatgood - 
which God 'would beſtow, unleſſe wee walkein 
that way which he bath appointed, Lute 24; 49, 
WhenourSaviour was:to goe to Heayen,he ſaid, 
Behold 1 ſendtle promiſe of my Father among 01 
but tarry yow inthe cittie of teruſslem, untill you bee 
indued with power from above: Chriſt would endae 
them with od Spirit, bur rhey mult carry atJert> 
ſatem and wairifor it. ' So I ſay, wonlaſt thowhave 
grace and the ſpirit from above, an and the wealth 
of theworld? rhen walke in that way whichGod 
hath appointed; ſtay at Jeruſalem, and beeinthe 
way, and meet I: fd in-his providence, and then 
receive from his power and faithfulnefſe what 
thou needefi. Thou wouldſthave Godbleſſethee 
in thy eſtate, and yer thou wouldit becidlemd 

careleſſe: burthis will not doe the deed; God 
would givethee a bleſſing, butthou art not there 

_ it; this is, _ exccllency of the 

of Ged. as they require condiriens 


ſtow mercies, oO they makeus able ro | 
- - of the: "conditions, and give wm 
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sfor exawple, Ez*c>. 36; The Lord inthe for- 
gerpartofche Chapter promiſerh to give many | 

tings corkem, but bow 2. Itmuſt beevy prayer, 

ad hombling rbemfelves befare him, hee will - 

hea bleſſing in thy family by prayerin ie, and - 

i beffing in private, by praytiog in private, and 
frength avainſt linne, and POWEF againſt COr= 
mation; but 1 will bee ſoughr.anto for all theſe, 

kb the Lord, and the. eexr fairh, Bleſſed & the 

nanthat walkerh in his integritie, andhia children af- 
zrbim;therefore walke thou'in the integriey, that 
thhccondition ofa Chriſtian in-generall, oras a 

kuband, or as a wife, or as a ſervant in the par- 

cular, ehis che promiſe re quires: but: marke this 

rr rhe fare promiſe that requiresthe condition, 

willhelp us to performe the conditions, and the 

lmeLord thar ſaith, / pill beernareared and ſuughe. | 
»,fora7theſe, the fame Loxdifaith; Pſl 19.17. Hee: 

pepareth their hearts ta pray ; goe thowtherohage to. | 
(9d,cohelpthee to pray, thar hemay: beſtow his 
leſingaponchee,which he hach/pramiſed:Exech. 

16, 17. He will firſt give them a new'beart, and then 

nb them ro walee ta. bis wayes ; ſo if then wile walk 

nCods wayes, thou ſbalrhave his bleſſings:there» - 
lregothou by rhe. powerof faith rothe-promile = 

God for firengthand grace, andthatthowmouft + 

tlethe means appointed, and then expeRt able(> 

ingfrom ir in the courſe of his pravidence : now - 
apjower and faithfulnefſe fer a worke, — © 
Thirdly, we muſt ſet ir downe and conclade it, 3. Di7e®. 
pee abut nd 

45 0L 018 providence, Whatloever- O- 
aedtopive: thats Nr eFiels and thas a EE 
ioday fap and yertne from the promiſe, 1vhs of 
"9 Pppp 34330 : \8 
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133; There by leaning, is called ſealing to: 
lomo; this is thenature of ſealing,when a n= 
h th drawen the articles of agreement, and when 
they have ſealed, all is done : fo faith muftmate 
= promiſe authenticall, and put «ſcale to it, 
-that is true,and ſaith, it jis-done in heayen, and] 
am fully reſolved, and ſerledly perſwadedthere. 
of, that 1 ſhall have whatfoeyer I ave beleeved, 
and chou haſt promiſed, and Ihayeuſedmema, 
for ia the way of chy providence, famousis that of 
Abraham, Gen.22.5. the Lord had bidden him 
crifice his ſonne;and yer hee ſaid, that heeſhoul 
live : and therefore when hee came to theplace, 
he ſaid to his ſervants, 4bide you herewith the aff, 
for I and the childe will goe yonder and ſacrifice, and 
#1 come againe to you ;he thought toſacrificehim, 
and yet by faith he beleeved, that he ſhonld bring 
Iſaac againe. So TI would have a poore Saintof 
God to conclude, when thou findeſt thy com: 
forts like 1ſaacks,in the aſhes, and thy eſtatchope- 
leſſe and helpleſſe z yet cyen then ſet Gods power 
on worke, and wait upon him in theuſe of the 
meanes, that hee hath appointed, and thencor- 
clude it, and bring paticace, power, anddelne- 
rance,and © in every kinde, according toallthy 
neceſſities : yet remember this, ny no more 
from the promiſe, than God will give inthe pro 
miſe, but ſay, my finnes ſhall bee maſteredone 
day,and theſe temprations ſhall be one dy over: 
throwne, that have fo long. annoyed the-ſoule 0 
thy | emon ns. I have begged ſuccour againſt 
theſe corruptions within, and theſe temptation 
without, and yer-it is not; but I know 1t 15-0086 


in heaven, itwanrs nothing bur the ny 
| | F- G. 10 


| 
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hon wilt beſtow. upon thy ſeryant what thon 
eſt fic 2 1 Sam, 1. 18, Hannah wept ſore, and 
mafedto the Lord, and went away, and was no 
more forrowtfull,and ſhe ſaid, Lord, ibeleeve thar 


(hall eicher have acbilde,. or that which is as 


orbetter; now the bufineſſe was done, bue 


imagine che Lord delayes, and dorhnor ſuddenly: 


xcowpliſh what hee intends, . and thou haſtnſed 
neanes © receive, he gives not, and grants not,and 
{ends not ſuccour according tothy dedire, and rhe 
{cure of the covenant, as thou conceivelt, | 


icome,as thou reſolveſt that itwill be fo, ftay cill 
tbe, and tay ir out, here is\much worke to doe, 
repreyent GoJs kindaefſe, when wee goc away 
defore hee bee willing tobeſtow his kindnefſe on' 
v; but faith will not.doe fo, hee that belceveth, 
(0th not make haſte; he makes haſte-to obey, but 
re ſtayes and reſolves that ir will bez the viſion 


for an appointed time, therefore wait for it : 


00u art peſtered with thy ſinnes, and baſt labou- 
rdby faith to ſubdue them,and thy eſtate is low, 
nd thou haſt laboured by faith for deliverance, 
adyetit comes nor,and freedome from tempra- 
onscomes not z therefore ſtay till God ſees fir, 
aditwill come : Pſal. 12.3. 2. 4s theeyes of a ſer= 
nt eoke to the bands of his maſter , and theeyes of a 
Widen to her miftreſſe, ſo our eyes wait uponth: Lord 


' buy God, untill ne have mercie #012 #4 ;, NOE ci 1 will, 
0deilll ce fic, and according to my minde, but 


Wtillthe Lord have mercie : wee ſuddenly fl:de 
7 from the covenant which the Lord makes 
Mus, becauſe wee have it not when wee will, 

ore we goe away © 1 84m, 13, 13. when 54- 


Pppp2 muel 


 Thenfaich muſt take-up his ſtand, and Raytilt4, Dirc#. 
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macitarried long,and thepeople began'ty wy. 
mur, Sas} went and offered aburar-offering why 
_ the Lord, and thereſvre Samuel ſaid unt hin 
_ Then bafi done fooliſhly, and haſt not kept the tm. 
mandement of thy God which ke commanded the fu 
now worla the Loyd hawe eftabliſhid chy tingdume w- 
on [ſrarl for ever ; If Saul had Rayed the Lords 
time, kce would have eſtabliſhed the kingdeme 
upon [rae] for ever; burhe prevented the Lords 
kindneſſe, and offered ſacrifice unſcaſonably and 
ſinfully : ſo it is many times with aproud,pertiſh, 
raſh,and diſtempered heart, if we havenotwha 
we would, and juſt when we would, then wee are 
allamort,and murwur,and ſay, Why ſhould wee 
wait any longer 2'thou baſt done ſooliſhly, huſ 
- thouprayedand locked to thepromite thus lorg, 
and wilt thou now give over 2? the Lord would 
have comforted thee, hadft thou gone 0h; but the 
Lord hath withdrawn himſelfe fromrhee becaie 
| thou haſt withdrawn thy heart fromthe promile 
_ the carriage is heavie, and ce way is dtd, 
- thereare many fore pvuls, and the wagon is 
and,end if a man ſhonld rhen got away, theo al 
his worke weze loft , therefore ſtay rhon ell ehe 
Lord ſhew mcrcy 4 thus long thou haſt called, 
and ſoughr,and looked rothe promiſe,and wilted 
__ the Lord, and attended upon the freenti 
of his grace, once more would have done ir, thy 
heart wasalmoſt humbled, and thy fine was? 
moſt conquered ; O rhou filly foole, why 4 
Rot thou hold irom?ic wil come at laſt,my fe fo 
\ 49k now tale heedof this, - oe phi 
redious,and thy hearrbegins ro ſink and thy Phe 
s wcary,take hecd of flying of,take heed ee 
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pn EEOC | | C 
:ngfor thy wae comfort, and looking to baſe - 
nd<and aimes : roghaldrhymindero, and keep 
ayeye of fairh aponthe promiſe,und ay icont, 
fl God ſee the time'fir; and know: is:rhe beſt 
ineforthee coreceive ic 11487 2/9 23/77 Punt [afeh, 
Expt theſe abide ## the ſhip, you canta br ſaft 4,006- 
jqwan was ſhipping over bordito ſave twank tf, 
kt Paz] ſtayed Them a man Wwouli:havertiooght 
thawile, bur rhe ApoſtieknewWiowasmat (for 
te Lord had revealed pn Sy ay, be 
temprations never id fttong, andthy finnes - 

= f ar ny,and thoa bepintieft:ro comphine, 
adlaiſt,1 havecryed,Lord,aneſoughreaneſtly; 
ad yet my condition #s worle, and my. Gtile 
tore (infall,and I am teſt able'to thefpemy ſeife, 
there is no more fuccour to bee cxpetted: nov 
ne heed of going our: of the ſhip, nd fromrhe 
tL of the meancs, keepe'in| the thip;rtbr tothe 
pyouſhill be fafe3keepe in the promile; and 
Wlyour hearts there, yon ſhall have ahappiear- 
Mall ar heaven 3 though it bee upon a. broken 

rd,is no marrer, ftayGods'thne, | | 

Yet haply the Lord ſemesſomerimiesnocon- 5.Dirc#. 

ſtodelay his poore ſervants, and'ro withhold 

Mixour ; bur he ſeemes ro frowne, and ſay, he 

nil not heare ; and hee ſeemes tobe angrie with 

it prayers of his ſervants, and with cheir impor: 

micie,and he ſcemes, as if he would not faccour 

ad ſupply : thas he deatrwith Tarb, Gen.32.26, 

litrethe Lord ſaith, Ler me goe ; 1 care not what 

$ Of thee, I leave thee to thy life; but 

l% layes hold upon him;and wonldnotlethim Wy & 


he. 


0e: ſothe laſt worke of fairh is this z In an holy 
damilitie tolabour to contend with God, and by 
Ppppſ3. - .. _- 


| The 8auler effe8iuallealling .Chrit,, 
ftrong band toovercome the:Lord;-tor theLag 
loyes to be overcome thus * bee _ ras 1 
the Lord,bur in the ſenſe of thyowne baſeneſſe, 
axit were; catch the Lord Jens, and ſtrive with 
bim,leave not eillthoubaitchoſe comfares which 

he/hath promiſed, andthou haft begged ; thiss 
the glory and vittorie of the *-iumph of faith, 
that gives the; day to, and layesdowne the wez- 
pors, and yeelds himſelfe as conquered: as it 

. was Zacob, when God ſaw he could not prevaile; | 
{aid inthe 28.verſe, Thy name fhall be no mor: 
called Jacob, bat Iſrael, becauſe thou boft prevailed 
with Ged;Godis ready to give what he hath pro- 
miſcd,but he will have us trie maſteriewith him; 
Godovercomes himſelfe,and we by faithin God 
overcome God , as 1am.2.1 3« Mercte triumphsouer 

juftice : Lord, faich my ſfoule, why ſhould 1 not | 


have:that-metcie,: ſupply, and ſuccour ? faith ju- | 
ſtice ;thou-art a fidfull wreech, and-thou haſt 
wronged me;faith anger,thou haſt defervedtobe | 
plagued, and thou ſhalt rather bee corrected by 
me. Now faith layes hold upon the riches ofthe 
' .» freeneſſe of Gods mercie in Chriſt, andin himju- 
 ftice Is ſatisfied, and 4 ets wry for all, and 


now mercie is purchaſed, andi\mercic triumpheth | 
overjuftice, and faith layes hold:upon,ardorer- | 
_ comes God himſelfe( as I may ſay) with andoly, 
humble baſenefſe of heart. -You know what the 
Lord did to the woman of Canaan, when ſhee had 
Rriven with him a great while, and would take no 
 deniall,atlaſt he faith,0 woman, great it chy fahuh, tt 
: t-28nt0 theeeven as thou wilt;talke what chou wile,t | 
thou wile havelife for thy child,& peace for thine 
own conſcience,and joy in the holy Ghoſhcake 
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' ritisall chine: he(as'it wete)turnesher looferto: 


1] her creaſary;ifſhe had gone away atthe firſt or 


cond deniall,he had fonnd no help; but becauſe 
hee held out, ſhee had all Herhearts deſire s God 
would have us wraſtl& with his Majeſtic, thathee 
maybe overcome in Mercie and goodnes. I might 
here have taken ſome of the moſt deſperate caſes 
that conld be,that you might have ſeen what faith 
would have done in the midſt of the want of all 
meanes, arid in the greateſt extremity thatcould 
ave befalne a poore (inner, but I will not ſtand 
about it now at this time:now therefore conſider 
"harhath becn ſaid, lay theſe things up, and bavec 
them ever by you,and praQiſe them,and by often 
miting learn to write, and by often living learn to 
Ive: many people live poorly, and make a poore 
ſift togo to heayengbut Iwould not have a Chri= 
ſanto live ſo, but be the maſter of his art z know 
nd ſee your way,and uſe the meanes, and labour 
toget good thereby, that you may have ſap and 
rect okthe promiſes,and goe ſinging,and rejoy- 
cy &triumphing ap to heaven. Now that which 
conclude withall,js this; you ſee how far theLord 
tath bronghc us, how the ſoule hath beene prepa- 
dand cut off from ſin and himſelfe, if fitred for 
tie Lord Jeſus by contrition and humiliation, 
nd that the ſoule comes to ſee, rhat there is no 
topein the creatures, nor any ſuccour in heaven, 
| Mtthe Lord Jeſus Chriſt,and ſo ar laſt the ſinner 

mes, and lies at the foot-ſtoole of the Lard Je- 
Chriſt, and knowes that eirher he moſt be ant 
After man, or a damned min: nw when he ſees 

tprayer, and all other meanes will not profir, 


te power of the meanies'yetprevaile —_ 
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 kyzhand.O my farher, orimychildse 
 againe;aod my-wife that wasa 
- | CAME 
 youthar have ſound irtbus.ip FARAr L 
 forted;yourhatknaw, it in-ebera,rejop C1ERY 
 bave heazd,how the ſoul is ingraf | 
| Chriſt. Now afterward: if the Lordi 

| [heue==> we ſhall come toſhew 


| ceives fromthe ſtock:confider what 1k 


Smnlogaras 

< ſhoyld doe __ he will with him: Wa 

Foes Tr og ſes os lie wearied dart 
is carraptions,t "= 

cohisſoule, that it is his EE 
and there is mercie for 6 ew broken. hearefhis? 
with chat 64's is ſtirred; and-faith.is irnolillat 
eee, ll aeh rnd 
pardaned? gyro ten h | 
Othat I wigbronce ſcethefunerall ofaling 


and then lave & joy-are chcared roentemta niet 
mercic,and a how-isthe foule by 


Gag thargffcra free $& inceemedgrat 
borne rebellious hearted Gancr ; at fafb/nhewll 
ſaich, Amen.tathe promiſe;and faich;Oh 
cie Iwillbaye;chns mlelpcomog 
by vocation; nowthe-prodigall: is corpeibomety 
his. farber, and the farhers heart leapy wil 

breſt, when he (ces himlie ch ecrmnde 
father rcjopcerh,fohe Angelsio gry 
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1.Reaſon, 


mzafies are burlike the .Cane chat conveyeth che 
voyce; butthe voyce is the Lord. John 14.26. 1 
wil ſend che Comforter and he ſhal teach you all chings. 
And whois thar ? that is the Spirirof God, We 
ſpeake ro your outward cares, butir isthe Spirit of 
God that muſt give you mindes todiſcerne, and 
ſpirits co embrace; that is the onely worke of the 
Spirit. We ſhall obſerve arch. 11. towards the 
latterend, 1 thanke thee Father, &nc. how comes it 
topaſic that the wiſe are befooled, and fooles in- 
ſtrated? 1 thanke thee Father, Gaith hee, that thow 
haſt revealed theſe things to babes and ſucklings, and 
haſt hid them from the wiſe, How comes this about? 
Itisthy good will, Father. It is a wonder toſee a 
filly creature, of weake capacity, and almoſt a 
foole, and yet he knoweth more of ſantificacion 
andfaith,than many greatSchollers, Take a ruſh 
candle, and a lampe, the lampe is a great deale 
bigger than theruſh candle, yet the ruſh candle 
giveth light, and the lampe none, becauſe the ruſh 
candle is lighted, the lumpe is not. So itis here, 
a Chriſtian out of a blinde dotage, and ameere 
ſimplician in other things,yethe will talke well of 
the free mercy of God, and the worke of grace in 
his heart, when as many great wiſe mcn are novi- 
ces in theſe things. 

The reaſon is, becauſe God bath lighted his 
candle from hcaven, becauſe the worke is an Al- 
mighty worke , it isnor an eafie matter togoe to. 
heaven : you [muſt not ſav, Whar, have I lived 
thus long, and are we children fill? Ah, children 


= are, and _ you will dye, unleſſe the 


Lord 


W 


_ 


_— ——— 
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Lord fromheaven teach you; though all mend 
Angels teach you, the work will not goe forward. 
x Cor.4.6.the Text ſaith, The ſame God that brought 
light out of darkneſſe, ſbineth in yoar heayts, Wee 
know. at the beginning of the world, when dark» 


nefſe was upon the deepe, the Lord ſaid, Ler there 


be light : now that Almighty God that brought lighe 
owt of darknefſe, which none elſe conld doe, why 
the ſame God fhinerh in yeur hearts, ſaith the rext ; 
uvalefſe the Lord ſay, Lee there be light, the minde 
can never be enl:ghtned, rhe foule can never bee 
cheered, nor the conſcience pacified. 

This is a groynd of admirable comfort to all 


weake, filly, feeble mind-d creatures. I doubr not 


but your hearts are gricved, when, you conſider 


the marvcllous Ignorance which 1s.in yon, and 


how lirtle you know concerning life and falv:ti- 
on, when the Lord hath layd lize zpon line, precepe 


_ #ponprecept, and the heart ſomerimes covets and 


defires to cntertainethe ſame, the ſoule commeth 
tothe congregation, and ſaith Good L ordler the 
word worke upon my ſoule,enlighten my minde, 
awaken my conſcience;zand when the word comes 
thus home ro-the heart, the ſoule hopes that it 
ſhall retaine and remember ir : but when it is 
gone, all fals to the ground, and the heart in pri- 
vate reaſons thas with it ſelfe : Whar ſhall I ſay? 
when my heart approves of the word, :nd my 
foule cloſed with ir, even then fo fa-ne as I come 
out of the Charch, I forgat all : what ablind mir d: 


anda hardheart have I? can there be any grace or 


mercy conyeyed to ſuch a ſoule as mine ? _—_ - 
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The Soules effeinall calling to Chriſt. 


ſkSone day periſh. An ignorant beartisanaugh= 
ty heart, a baſe wicked heart 3 my finnes are ma-., * 
ny, my conditions feartall, Wonld you bave agy 
comfort ? why then marke what Iſay, 'The Lord 
will teach; andif the Lord be the teacher, tisno 
matter kB the ſcholler be. Reaſon thus with 
your ſelves, My memory is weake, my capacity 
15 ſmal,my underſtanding fecble,but yer the Lord. 
1smy teacher , andif the Lord will informe, who 
can letir, bat I ſhall bee informed? Prov. 1. 23. 
marke what the Text ſaith, Returne you ſimple ones, 


 » yorrſcorners,aud faoles, and follow me,and I will learn 
you wiſedome. This may move you to depend up- 


on God; in the uſe of the meanes : the ſonle naay 
fiy, Iam ſimple, and 1 have beene a ſcorner too, 
and that is a/great miſery,and therefore no marvel! 
if God blind: my minde,and harden my hearr,for 
Lhave be:nea ſcorner, and canany good come 
untome? can ſucha ſoule r.ceive grace and wiſe- 
dome? Why? Ah, faith Wiſedome, come unto 
me, andI will poure abundance of wiſe dome up- 
ON you. | h 

Sec ndly, if it be the worke of God, then goe 
to him, for it 18a cmfortto goe toa father:when 
theref* re the mcancs are rec-ived, and God gives 
a heart to [improve rth-<m, then come not to the 
congr.gatic:n, bur tro God : and when the Mini- 
ſter reproves, ſay, F-rher, ſet home that reproofe 
tomy fou'e and confcience, doſt thou reprove, 
fah-r2 2nd hen the Miniſter exhorrs, 8nd in« 
formes thee dai'y. the argumenr from the Scrip- 
ture plaine ; when che Miniſter is thas reg, 

| an 


| 


j 
| 


| 
| 
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and yan cannoccome offcleerly, looks npto 


ſpeakes tothee, but Father informeus, bur Father 


yau thatheTe miethisday; andicome, and bring- 
eſt thine with theezand commeſt wich thy family: 
into the'congregation, looke up:to'thy God,iand 
fay, Lord; here is ayaine rude ſervant,a filly wife, 
and a weake fooliſh childe; .and 1 at as baſc-and 
blinde as atiy.of them; and:all theMiniftersunder 
heaven, -andiall-the: Angels -in heaven, :cinnot 
teach and informeus, but doe thotiteach us; and 
worke upon, our. mindes, and:frame:out-hearts, 
that wee-may\know!the: things belongings; our 
peace.. Burthou wiltfay, Alagwehbavecome,and 
looked up toGod, butwe thrive andproſper not 


for allthis, we receive not that! belpe and inftru- 


ion from himg,which he fixſt promiſed; and-we 
ſtand in need. of, .Why,-1 lay, therfaultis: thine 
Towne, the Lord isnot wanting tohisowne word, 
but thou art wanting to-.chy:owne comfort. Bur 
how then ſhallwee ſocarry and erderour ſelves, 
that we may ſecke God ſo, "as we.ma 7 Parte of 
that good we defireand ſtand inneed - Dd. 

 Tanſwcr, Theſe foure, meanes are. very uſefull 
for this purpoſe, Fi, labour to lay thy'owne 
conceitedneſſe and abilities downe; and all thy, 
carnall, icqaginations, .that-.ſhur. our the trach' of 
God,and areprofefſedly oppeſedrotheobedience 
of Chriſt :-if thou leaneſt on thy owne wiſedome, 
and beareſt upthy iien om God, abilities,thon 
wile neves; haye,direfti \thou 


Shes 
vens "exhder Father, teach Father :the Minifterhe' 


ſeale tous the afftrance of thy loveinChriſt;: All 


ſhale 
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T ſhalt cover be-taightbybim, ifcbouthgaldbe 
redch thmſd fr: therdfore: down with thofe!haughs 

ry imegmations, inregard of 'thy/owne parts and 
abilities, ifthowhopeſt thar Godhall gaide thee, 

and learne thee in. the way of truth; > Theref0ra-let 

exery: one be'a foley that he may be wife *'whent 

thou. arta foole in'thy ſelf-,thenGo& will inform; 
thee-when thou canſt Ivy down all rhy awne con- 

ceits, ;andcaptivare all thy carnall reaſons; then 

thou arr like r@be taught oftheLord :'But before, 

" haſt hinderthe Lord from informing thee in the 

way of truths He that ſets up bis owne wit above 
thewiledome'of the Lord, he ſhall never be exal- 
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the h_ wilt nfontxe thee ————— 
tha flouldeſd: 0-4rprovie-thae ke 
end unledgethou edt, ahd than eLoRt will 
increaſe that knowledge: of whine. Gan; 19/19, 
when God 'was abore 16:deſiroy! Sodom afid Go- 


evorrahy why; ſaich he; ſhull rhide digg fron 
firodne Abye The end GCodxexches Hh 
romprove his! nowledgesz: audindate God hath 


raug:t him one lefſon perfect! y,then the Lord will 
reach him another proſenrly. When theit Feareſt 
the word, doe that duty which God's 

teforme that inns” and amend bar eta whick 
God forbids,'and he will teach thee abundantly. 
1b 7.12:he that dorh Gods will;the Lord will in- 
ſtru@'that man. The maſter of i farnily will not 


give'a man fiewand candle; ro fit- a iAIbe no . 


worke by it, it willnot quit coſt, ' Wiſedome and 
knowledge'is' the candle of God;if thou wilt walk 
by this liphr;, andiwalkeby this candle, the Lord 
will increaſe thy knowiedue; tall rhewrajt become 
a perfeft-Chriftian, « 

Thirdly,we muſtnot onely doe whine know, 
bur muſt be marvel{ous painfull;and find and 1 it» 
deavour tothe urrermoſt of - Gur pot 
knowledge: doe not: make i On 
racke', Bly labour nome, Togo 
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ED AO 


ſhould alwayes be fed with a ſpoon, and hold the 


. ſpoone inhis; mouth, «5 children uſe to doe; that 


is rogoc and come to the, congregation, and get 
little or nothing. Hof.2.3-When you labour more 
and more,pray more heartily,ftudy more diligent- 
ly, bee thinking men, and meditating men, and 
chewing men, ſetting themſelves ypon tle truth z 


 till-this,I never Jook that they ſhould come toany 
_ faving on judicious knowledge of. lite and fal- 


Laſt meanes, take Heed of bearing any ſecret 


_. grudgeagainſtany word and trath of God, bee it 


never ſo crofle to-thy corruptions:: if you doe,the 
Lord in ſtead of direting you, will delude you z- 
and in ſtead of informing you , will befor you, 
and give you oyer to blind minds,and hard hearts. 
This we knowby experience, menofgreatknows- 


ledge, great parts, and abilities, are taken.alide 


with dotage, and fall into thoſe errours,which a 
man would. wonder how-a man of, judgement 
ſhould fall into, 'The,reaſonys, they will not cn- 
tertaine the truth of the Lord, Rome. 1.28. as who 
ſhould ſay, Ob, this ſtri& way, and this teaching, 
preaching, and the thundring of judgements, wee. 
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acknowledge you haye it as from God, labeurſo 
to improve this wiſedome, that God” may get 
ſomething by it : you are bur ſtewards of it,- and 


therefore you muſt improveit for his advantage: 
asthe ſteward that receives money from his ma- 


ſter, &c. ſo-hath the Lord given thee a ſtocke of 
wiſedome, and hath clecred that eye , and thar 
judgementofthine, uſe it. to hisglory, Therefore 


doe nor lift up thy ſelfe, in regard of thine owne- 


parts,and ſufficiency; bur if you finde your hearts 


to ſwell, andriſe within you, (for knowledge is a 


very. airy metall, as the Apoſtle ſaith, it paſfes'up 
a man) therefore when .thon findeſt thy heart'thus 
bubling with thoſe curſed diftempers,reaſon thus, 
Why ſhould Lbe proud of a borrowed ſuit? my 
minde was as blinde as any under heaven, there- 
foce let baſenefſe bee mine, let wiſedome be the 
Lords, Gal. 5. The apprentice that is taught by 
his maſter, muſt not prefently trade for himfelfe, 
buthe. workes for: his maſter, and gives hint the 
commodity : {o let us doe ; we are Gods ſctollers 
and prentices; weare tow come into his ſchoole. 
Hath the Lord taught thee any skill in:prayer; 
any: wiſedome to. conceive? doe not worke now 
foryour ſelves, doe not ſerup preſently, bur [a- 
bour to retarne all tohim, and to make the Lord 


partaker ofthe good he hath beſtowedupon thee. 


Thus much in generall, that the Lord is theau- 
thor of this teaching:burnow we come to parti- 
culars, to ſee how the Spirit: in ſpeciall- manner 
doth this, 

This 1 tell you, that the ag ſoate muſt come 
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1 Thing. 


1 good to be 


 andrakes i againſt that evill, fearcispre- 


 toGad: Tags For the whole Oulein this grazidus 


call of God, both. the minde/thae diſcovers: that 
mercy, and hope, and deſire, and loye;;andijog; 
bave bad entertaining chereof; and thewil,which 


is the great wheele of theſoule, tharfells oathat 
mercy, and reſtsthereupon, andgives anfizeri to 
thecall of Godthereio, / Give mee leave topro- 
pound two thingsby way of preface, for theclee- 


ring of the f: owing truths ; they willbe asa key 
to open the dooreroall the followingdiſcourſe. 
Firſt, thoſe faculties of the ſoule, which eſþes 


cially goe out to Gad, andcarry the ſoule there+ 
nto,are eſpecially tobe conſidered, in this great 

worke of going unto God, and beleevingin him; 
Now there are WO things 1 in the worke, ſome e- 
vill, andfome good :. the evill robe refuſed, rhe 
raced. Now anfwerablytotheſe:2. 
things, the Lord hathplaced inthe ſoule ofa mani 


two ſorts of feer, ſome feet carry the ſoule from 


evill, ſome feet againe carty' che ſoule: rowards 


| Now the affetions of the ſoule thardoerc] bet 


evill.are eſpecially three,ifany evillbe comming, 
firſt, feare 1s a'warch man, 2nd the hearr rrermbles, 
and ſh:kes, andgives in... Hence comes palencfie 
intheface becauſe feare goesdowne intothe very 


\ caſtle of a man, which isthe heart; andchen ſors 
TOW greeves 


and mournes, and lamentsnnderithe 
weight of that evill, weefeare evilltocome; bur 
we forrow for evill that is come, Thirdly.batred, 
that carrics it! ſelfe with a kiude of indignation, 


yenting, 


The Sopleceffe ual calling co Chriſt. 
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verning; ſorrow feefing harred oppoſing any evil 
char comes. Now theſerhree affeQions thar goe 
fromevill,havebcen wrought upon inconrricton, 
and hamuiation, namely, when the Lord rhe eye 
of apoore ſinner, diſcovers unto hin that hell is 
gaping for him, ind the Godof juſtice'preparing 


vengeance for him, the ſoule ſtaggersand ſhrinks - 


in the apprehenſion of it; then the Lordlers in the 


fire of indignation into the ſoule, and makes the 


ſoule feele thar before he threarned, and then rhe 


foule grieves; and becanſe his finnes have beene. 


ſo tedious unto him, his heart is brought to a ha- 
tmedand indignation againſt tlioſe evils, So that 
if any evill, or provocation, or temptation come 


to a {oule broken, if the old looſe companions, 
old corruptions, old ſwearing, old blaſpheming, 


old da{llances come to call uponthe ſonle, ler ww 
have ous fill of love wntillthe morning, letus take vp 
otiroldddlighes ; when theſe call the foule, and 
would phicke the ſoule home againe unto rheny, 
then theſe foure fence the ſoule apainſt all chofe 


inchanements: in ſo mach rhatwhen the drunkard* 


ſeeth his company comming towards him, 'hee 
thinkes, that is my 'plagiie, chart 1s rhe man, and his 


perſwaſions and counſels; hee remembers his old- 


corruptions, and his old Horrors, and'his old bur- 
. Thens aud heavie lo»d9 that lay'upon his hearczand 


the foule harcs the drinkard; and wiltier yeekt 


4» 


ro his perſwaſion;, they ſo ferice rhe way, tharche 


voice of finne camorbe heardz it-niav call, arid 
call, bur the doore is ſhat, rhey ſtop the-cuyrante, 
that.no ſtreame of diſtempers'may ptevaile att 

| more : 
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come to the ſecond worke, So there are otheraf- 


- - 5 b 


fetions thar carry the-ſoule unto:good,if there be 


| any good 17 + ro or offered, then there are 


foure other afteQions that the will ſends ontta 
entertaine that good : hope and defire leoke for 
the goodthat is abſent : hope faith, I marvell it 
comes not: deſire faith, I long after it : when the 
goodneſſe 1sneere, thenlove welcomes it;,and des 
lights in it, and joy rejoyceth, and all theſc, hope, 
defire, love, and joy, all bring, carry andconyey 


' allthegood.cotte will, which is the great com- 


mander of the ſoule : Love andyoy tell the will, 
We have found much goodnefſe, and taken grear 
delight, and much content in the goodneſſe and 
mercy of the Lord. Thetruth is, wee haveraken 


delight in finne and baſe courſes; but oh the com- 
- forr, but oh the conſolation and goodnefſe of 


mercy z: /cGu cannot have a. better gogd than 
mercy. Then faiththe will, We will have grace & 
mercy, -wee will reſt here. Thus wee {ce how the 
head.and the foor of the affetions-doe come on 
to embyace that, good.:-now the underftanding 
doth ſtand-ſemrinellall-rhe while,and diſcovers all 
the good;and muſters uphope and defire,and love 
and joy, andtheſe foure are the maine wee muſt 
meddle with ,- all the other went from evill, and 


they have their proper worke beforc-; we doe not 


-hate and ſorrow for.mercy, wee doe.not feare to 
receive mercy, bur wee feare and wichdraw our 
£lvesfrom finne and corruptions,that wemayen=- 
tertaine the all of mercy, ', 1 1 
” There 


| 


: 
* 
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- There is&he promiſe of - gtacerand. mercy: In:2 Thing, 
Chriſt; a fulneſſe of mercy, which doth {6 power- 
folly and cffeually draw the ſoule by this good, 
that it bring$4ll;rhefe affedtionsafter it;: 'There« 


forc inthis; fit Inefle .of mercy atdrgnotineſſe of 
God, t jo ie aretheſe particulars;/thathkefoma- 


ny .claſpes, drawall theſe Faculties roGod, *t 'to fol- 
low andclofe with,God for their good.: 
The. promiſe) iva: trae- one, and: react. is char Ls 
which maryclouſly/pleaſethrhalunderſtantiing! s: 
as 4.tnans palate.raf&3 mear, ſothe underſtanding 
taſtes words, There is othing {© pleaſing tothe 
underſta 45:thearnthafGodsi Now of alt. 
crurh, there 36 nonebÞke:thie ruck of _— 
crefore eevidence of itdothcleere the ji 
ment, ang the, cettainty of ir; doth: <(tabliſh te 
j ay r= _w_ Dae finner,Eph.1.13 «36 PE 
= pronuſen isagnodword, Hrbid. » MC, 
4 her 198 chertrach of che Goſpel! hab x 
þ d hg, ſatherej "ns gootneffe in thcpromiſe 
3 ot grace and MOREY which will anfwer alLand fa 
j tisfie ie Tonk jes of - :theſointe,Zatinithegdod Jn c- 
BoA Lox &.:1Þency Is! A 
ohio may be ſuſtained x a proper objet' of 

a Ire, t at it may be ſupported ; there's aproper 
Ek ganeloje and delipht;chabthoy tray 24cs, 
bechee $0950 38Fs thergiis a fu ldarisfgtory alle 
RSA good nas Gofſpell; chr orhol 

2n,may take, full repoſe and reſt therein." 
Taefee hq Lord faith;Ceme anro me; all tharure 
be Rd ile hoaugdadens eomohope;und deſire,and/ 
and wil god dirt pane Wecunet 
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| allthemind faith, Lermeknow this mercy aboye | 


all, and defire ts know nothing bar Chriſt and: 


him- crucified : ler mee expet this mercy, faith 


hape; thatbelongs tome, andwill befall me : de- 


fire faith, Lernie longafter it; nay; ſeich love, let 
me embrace and welcome it : let me delight in it 
(aith joy) nay; ſaith the heart, ler me lay holdon 


the handleof ſalvation, here we witllive,and bere- 
 wewilldyeatthe footſtooleof Gods mercy: thus 


allgoe Ainde ,hope,defi reglave,joy,thewill, and 
all Ly fold upon the promile, and fay, Let as 
'make the rs: 095 a-prey,let us prey.upon-merc 

as.thowitde beafts doe upon tlieix provifiqn. " Thl: g 
the faculrics.of the foule'hunt and parſic this 
mercji,and lay hold thereupon, and farisfie them- 


ſelves: herein, Hence wee will raiſe theſe two. 


points. f 
, Ehatr: thiroodof tha G 
the 'Spirit got borkropechicry'this 15 gro 


the Goſpelh, and lcarne dy the — & 6 60 
ThaiGods Spiricyi Ipccialitnerres of Goes 
acceptarice roanenli a ſonte; and that the 
firſt voice: of the Spirit: to- the. uiderſending 

Now to the firſtdodrine.. © 

{ Thewordef the:Gofpelt and the worke of the. 
Spirit alwayes:goe together; 6 'thepoints groun- 
ded in the Texr: after. this: manner? they'muſt 


firſt heare, then learne; heare by cheword, and: 
'the Goſpel 


learneby the: Spirir. 'The hear? | 


Arit 


opal andthe > We dof 
ited tes. 
the Text, they. mult firſt i; theft learne, | Os: 
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The Soules effect wall calling ro Chrift, 63 
can worke above meanes * we know alſo God can 
appoint ether meanes for to call the ſoule, burit « 
is not our meaning, we muſt not looke for reyela« 
tions anddreatmes, as a company of phantaſticall 
braines doe; but incommon courſe Gods Spirit 
goes with the Goſp.1], and that is the ordinary 
meanes whereby the ſoule comes to be called. God 
can make the ayrenouriſh a man,bur he doth nor. 

If a man ſhould expe to be fed by miracle, hee 
himſelfe would bea miracle; Gal.3.2. for there 
goes a ſpiricuall power with it, it raiſeth the dead 

in ſinne to liſe; it isa living word, and the word 
diſcovers alſo rhe ſecrets of mens thonghts. Now 
that word which raiſeth the dead, and diſcovers 

the ſecrets of mens hearts, it muſt needs have a 

marvellous power with it, and accompanying 
of it 0 | : | T3 | 

For the opening of it,ob'erve two things: farſt, 
the manner ; ſecondly,the reaſons. | 

After what manner doth rhe word and Spirie 1. Poine, 
go? together? and you muſt know, I donotmean 
that the Spirit is in the word. no otherwiſe than in 
all other things,but in a more ſpeciall manner,and 
that conceive inthree things. 

Firſt, the Lord hath ordained and ſer apart the 
preaching of the word, hee hath ſanfifted it, and 
ſerit apart to call the ſoule. Looke as it is with 
the brazen Serpent , God appointed it to heale 
thoſe that were ſtung:;now if 500.men ſhould have 
made another Serpent, it conld not haye healed 
one man, thuugh they had looke their eyes ontof 
their heads: So it is with the Goſpell, rhere is no 

Had othec 
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 allthemindfaith, Lerme know this mercy above | 
E | all, and defire ts know nothing. þart. Chriſt and: 
| him crucified : ler mee ex pet this mercy, faith- 
| ho hape; that belongs tome, andwill befall me : de- 
= fire faith, Lernie longafter i it; nay; ſich love, let 
me embrace and welcome it : let me delight in it 
= (aith joy) nay; ſaith the heart, ler me lay holdon 
= | the handleof ſalvation, here we willlive, and here. 
18 we will dye.atthe footſtooleof Gods mercy: thus 


—} allgoe;,minde,hope,deſi reglove,joy,the wilL,and: 

=. | all ay hold upon the promiſe, and fay, Ler us 
| | make the aloe a-prey,let us prey.upon-mercy, 

= . - as.thewilde beafts doeupontheix proviſfiq 2. Thhs g 

'_ the faculries.of the fouleihune and purſic this 


q | | mercy,and lay hold thereupon, and farisfie them- 
| | ſelves herein, Hence wee will raiſe theſe two. 
Yd i points. 
Wh 2, Doff;- + Ehar the word'of hs Goſpult; andihe > word of 
gl the Spirit goe borkirogechiers'this 18 groghdedin: 
Ws _ the Text, they. muſt firſt beare: then learne, 'heare 
the Goſpel, and carne by theSp it. 
l: 2, Do#; ThaiGodsSpiritgives ſpecialities of Gbas | 
y 1 acceptarice toapenlightned 1 ſonte; and that vr 
i firſt voice of the Spirir/to- the widerſtanding, 
2 Now to the nn” 3 


| © &@r08; © Thewardefthe Gofpelt-anid'the worke ofthe — | 
LL: 1* Spirit alwayes:goc rogether; 'thepoint3s/ groun- 7 


ded in the Text,' after-this manner: they'muſt 
firſt heare, then learne; heare by theword, and: 
learue by pie Spiric. = heart the Golpell 
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can worke above meanes : we know alſo God can 

appoint ether meanes for to call theſoule, burir 

1s not our meaning, we muſt not looke for reyela« 

tions anddreames,' as a company of phantaſticall 

braines doe; but incommon courſe Gods Spirit 


meanes whereby the ſoule comes to be called. God 
can make the ayrenouriſh a man, bar he doth nor. 
If a man ſhould expeR to be fed by miracle, hee 
himſelfe would bea miracle; Gal.3.2. for there 
goes a fpiricuall power with it, it raiſeth the dead 
in ſinne toli/e; itisa living word, and the word 
diſcovers alſo the ſecrets of mens thonghts. Now 
that word which raiſeth the dead, and diſcovers 
the ſecrets of mens hearts, it muſt needs have a 
marvellous power with it, and accompanying 

For the opening of it,ob/erve two things: firſt, 
the manner ; ſecondly,the reaſons. = 

After what manner doth rhe word and Spirie I. Point. 
goe together? and you muſt know, I do notmean 
that the Spiritis in the word. no otherwiſe than in 
all other things,but in a more ſpeciall manner,and 
that conceive inthree things. 

Firſt, the Lord hath ordained and ſer apart the 
preaching of the word, hee hath ſan@ifred it, and 
{et it apart to call the ſoule. Looke as it is with 
the brazen Serpent , God appointed it to heale 
thoſe that were ſtung:now if 500.men ſhould have 
made another Serpent, it conld not haye healed 
one man, thuugh they had looket their eyes ontof 
their heads : So it is with the Goſpell, rhere is no 
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- @:heruſuall meanes to call the ſoule: Hence iris 


called the wordofthe Goſpell. Now if five hune 
dred men make five hundred Goſpels beſides this, 
they could never convert, -or comfort one foule; 
Or as it is with a mint, if a mint maſter coyne 
money, .it will goe currant ; but if twenty other 
coine money, though the ftampe were as good, 
yet it is but counterfeit coine ; ſon:ishere. 1: Cor. 

1.21.Lera to ftudy all the arts and congues thar 
can be deviſed, he never ſhall, nay hee never can, 
know one drop of Gods mercy and goodnefſe ins 
Chriſt. Why but how then may a. man know it > 
faith the Text, by the fooliſhneſſe of preaching that is, 
wicked men count it fooliſhneſle, 

The Lord doth appropriate the ſaving worke 
of his Spirit togoe with the orginance ; not that 
Godis'tycd toany meanes, bur.he rycth himſelfe 
to this meanes. Why doth not aire nouriſh all, 
as well as meat? becauſe onely God bath fer mear 
apart for this purpoſe. Hence this Goſpell is cal- 
led the power of God to ſalvation, becauſe the power 
of God ordinarily,andin commoncourſe appears 
therein : the waters of life and-ſalyation run only 
in thechanell of the Goſpell, There are golden 
mines of grace, bur they areonely tobe found in 
the climates. of the Goſpell, Nay, obſerve this, 
when allarguments preyaile not with corruption, 
to perſwade the heart togoeto God, one Text of 
Scripture will ſtand a man in ſtead, above all hu- 
mane learning and inventions, bccauſe the Spirit 
goes forth, in this,and noneelſe. jo 
Goddothundoubtedly,ashe will, when he = 
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and how he will, give ſuccefſe to his ordinance. 


Iſay 55+ 10,11. The word of the Lorddoth cyer 
accompliſh that for which itis ſent, For,it is crue, 
many a manis called after the word is delivered a 
long time, Why is that? it ſokes into the ſoale,as 


the ſnow in December fokes into the earth, bur. 
che fruit of ir is nctſeenz untill May. The wordis 


a ſavonr ef life unto life, it 1a living ſavor of death 
zo death,it is a poiſon, a deadly ſavour;and thongh 
it hardensſome, yet theworke goes forward. 


Becauſe the Lord would-not have any carelefſ> L.Reaſon.. 


of his owne glorie,and our good:ashe will humble 
the ſoule, that he may doe good toir, fo heewill 
make him uſethe meanes, If a gentleman ſhould 
goafterabegger with an almes,how proud would 
bebe, and rather thinke himſelfe a maſter than a 
begger ? So, if God ſhould follow-.us with mercy, 

we would rather goe from him : burhe hath laid 

mercy in the myne of the Goſpell, that wee may 

dig for comfort in the ciſterne of the Goſpell,thar 
we maydraw all our confolationfrom thence, 


Becauſe may not be cozened by our owne fans 2-Reaſon, 


cies, the Lordtopreyent all inconveniences and 
conceits of Eatoniſts and Familiſts, that thinke 
they have the power of the Spiric in themſelves, 
whereas Gods Spirit goes alwaies with the word. 
I Tobn 4.1. Every Minifter preaches with a ſpirit; 


lome ont of the ſpirit of envie, {ome outofthe 


ſpirit of finceritie : ſome heares ont of the ſpirit oF 
love,ſome with the ſpirit of malice,to carpeat the 
Miniſter : try therefore the ſpirits, andif they hold 
not wh the word; they are naught, 
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That we may be watchfull and carefull, leſt we 
loſe rhe comfort that we have: lightly come, light- 
ly goe, gotwith little paine, loſt with kfle carey 
therefore the Lord will make us ſeeke unto the 
meanes. 

InſtruQtion: to teachus the worth of the Goſpel 
above all other things in the world, for it is ac« 
companied with the Spirir, and it brings ſalvati=- 
on with it, Whatif a man had all the wealth, 
what if hee had all the policie in the world, and 
wanted this? hee were but a foole. Whartif one 
wereable rodivedeepe intothe ſecrets of nature, 
to know the motionsof ſtarres, and yet know no. 
thing belongs to his peace, what ayailes it 2 what 
if a man could ſpeak with the tongues of men and 
Angels, yct without this, he is a novice in know- 
ledge. VVhy doe we valuea myne, but becauſe of 
the gold in it? and the cabinet, but becauſe of the 
pearle jn it? oh this 1s that pearle wee (ell all for, 
2 C0r.2.1,2. 

For triall : aman may know whether we have a 
ſpirituall heart or no :; 1#dp. 19. he that hath not 
the Spirit, is a fleſhly ſenſuall man. Wouldeſt 
thou know whether thou arr carnall or fpirituall ? 
this doftrine tells thee. How came the Spirit? If 
thou haſt it, itevcr came with the Goſpell : ther- 
fore {ſee nowhow thy ſoule ſtands affe&ted with 
the Goſpell, and fo it ſtands affeed to the Spirir. 
If thou wilt none of the Goſpell, th-u wilt miſſe 
of the Spirit, then Chriſt will none of thee. Now 
reaſon with your owne ſoules, Why,unlcfle I rake 
the Spirit, woe be to mee, I may owne my = > 

J 


y 
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Chriſt will never owne me, Is ic ſo,that I will nor 
ſaffer the word to prevaile with mee ? remember 
the time will come that you muſt dye as well as 
your neighbours, and then you will tay, Lord Je- 
fus forgive my fins, Lord Jefus receive my ſoule: 
then Chriſt will ſay, Away,be gone, you are none 
_ of mine, I know you not. Any man,whether noble 
or honourable, let him be what he will be, and ler 
his parts be what they will, if he hathnor che Spi- 
rit, hee is none of Chriſts ; hi yow are ro how 
you obey; bur pride and coverouſneſſe you obey, . 
and malice and fpleene you obey, you are there- 
fore none of Chriſts. Pride will ſay, This hearts 
mine, Lord; I have domineercd over it, and I'will 
torment'it : Corraptions will ſay, Wee have ow*« 
ned this fonle, and wee will: damne it, You that 
heretofore have madea tuſh at the word;rhiswind 
ſhakes no-corne, and: theſe words breake no 
bones : thinke what you have done, little do-you 
think you have oppoſed rhe Spirit, 4&s 7.5.whar, 
refiſt-che Spirie?* Ohthinke of this, Why, what 
Chall Play ? bywhat (ſpiritwiltthou be fan@ifi.d > 
by what ſpirit wiltrhon be ſaved ? Can thy owne 
ſpirit ſive thee ?no, the Spirir of God muſt ſave 
theezand Have you reſiſtedthat Spirit >me thinks 
it 1s enough to finke any ſoule- under heaven, 
Hereafter therefore 'thinke this with thy ſelfe, 
were hee but a man th:t ſpeakes, yet T onght not 
to deſpiſe him* but that is not all; there goeth 
Gbds Spirit with the-word, andſhall Idefpiſe'ir 2 
lie Lord keepe me ftom this: there is bur one 
kepberweene this and that nnpardonable finne 
| : againſ(t- 
| a 450048 amt, Look. 14 by: f THY 
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againſt the holy Ghoſt, onely adding malice to 
thy rage; thou oppoſeſt thy Father, haply the Son 
mediates for thee z thou deſpiſeſt the Sonne, hap. 
ly the holy Ghoſtpleads for the: but af thou op 
ſeſt the Spirit, none can ſuccour thee, {win Rab 
looke to it. fo! 
Dire&ion. Hence we may obſerye the ground. 
why many of Gods faithfyll people underſtand: 
not that they havethe Spirit of God, nor yet the! 
increaſe of itz they looke not to the promiſe by 
which it is conveyed , but tocorruptionby which 
itis hindred.; you liſten not to the verdict of the: 
Goſpell. ion 01 RUE IST 0 50? 
Let every one ask this great queſtion; How may; 
I know when tle Sparitis in me > That you know 
it not, the fault-is your owne ; look _intot''c word. 
It is with a pooye ſoule,as with little children, the 
childe in the night being! hungry; :{eckes for the. 


- dug, butif hedoth notlay holdof, it;.he gets. no 


good b: it; ſothou haſt bcen a long time muſling 
about a dry chip, and haſt gotnocomfort. Boſare 
therefore to, lay hold upon-the promiſe, bald at; 
and thy ſpir:t ſhall be filled with marrow and fat- 
ncfle. If there be marrow in a bone, thou. muſt 
breake it. before: thou canſt get any- out. /, So. it,is 
with the promiſes ;they.ere full of {weetnefle, hut. 
you muſt chew them, breake them, and beſtow thy, 
heart on them. An Alchimiſt that diſtils oyle, 
doth drawout the ſpir:tofmertalls, butcitis by dis 
Rillations ſo it is with the. promiſes, they, are: qx- 
cellent. meta}l,' there is, agreat-deale of comfort 
32 them, but if you w.1l baye benefit by them, 
: you 


—  __+_ ts at 
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you muſt diftill ' them by meditation. : | 
I, but ſome ſoules may ſay, We have done thus Ob: 
often, butyetreturne as ctmprie as before; : 7; - 


I anſwer,You ſhould have ſtaid longer upon the Anſw: 


promiſe, it muſt notbee at your carving and dil> 
poſing: inreaſon, tman muſt: ſwallow his pills, 
andeathis cordials ; but wee ſhould doe the con- 
tracie, we ſhould chew the promiſes, and that 1s 
done by meditatingon them : but weiwallow the 
precious promiſes of Chriſt that ſhould comfort 
us, therefore chew them, it you defare comfort, o+ 
ver andovet agaihe z cat theſe daily, and you ſhall 
findemuchcomfort and conſolation therein; and 
benefit thereby, ' Ties | 


Terrour : we may Tee rhe hopelefſe conditionof 0ſt 4. 


thoſe-men that live under the Goſpell, and their 
hearts are not wrought upon them. If the Spirit 
of Gud,and the Goſpell of God, will not worke 
upon thee : if thou baſt the,eye of a man about 
thee, thou maiſt ſee thy. wofull.and lamentable 
condition- If abungling ſervant cannot tell how 
to hew a-peece of wood for a building, it isno 
marvell; but it it beſuch a peece,-that the maſtery 
Carpenter ,cannot-make it fit for the building; 
then-it is good fornothing but tobe burned: 1So 
It is bere with, the foule, if the Spirit of Godcan 
doe thee no good, who can? ifwe, acompanie of 


- bunglers,caunotdee it, no marvell;but.if our mas 


ſter Chriſt, ifhe takes a-ſtubborne ſturdie heartin 
hand andcannotdoe it, itis fit tobee'damned, 'Is 
notthat man miſerably. ignoranc, that wiſedome 


Ir ſelfe cannot make wiſe? is nothe ficke of fine, 
ROY K whom 
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whom the Goſpell carmot cure ? x Coy. #3. Ide* 
fire thoſe whoſe conſcience ro-this diy accuſe 
them that yet they arc blinde,andrhoferhar brave 
it out, and ſay, Shall I feare the faceofa man? no, 
nogl ſcorne it, I beleech you let me deale with you, 
doenotbrave itout fo, for itis the greateſt miſc- 
rie under the Sunne, for thou doſt as good as te 
ſay, thouwiltnort have the word of God to worke 
upon thee. Tater 1.2 t. The word of God isable to 
fave thee, andto ſanQifie thee, andart thou yet 
olluted and defiled? Oh, rake heed of ir, goe and 
emone thy ſoule'to the Lord, and ſay, Good 
Lord, fach a drunkard thou haſt met with, ſuch a 
roud heart thou haſt humbled, and ſuch a ſtnb- 
Gam heart thou haſt pluckr upoti his knees; and 
ifdrunkards be humbled,if the ipnorantbe inftru- 
Hed, then what a curfed heart have I, that was 
looſe and vile,and baſe and profane before, and ſo 
Iam now. I tell thee, what can youthinke of your 
ſelves? if the Spirir goe with the word , 'aandthou 
mocke atir, thy condition is latnentable. Y 
Exhortation : Then you are to be intreated, in 
the bowels of our Lord Jcſas Chriſt, when ever 


you heare the word ofthe Lord, and the Goſpell 


of God, you muſt come trembling, and ſabmit to 
thatpood word, Exod. 23. When ever the word 
ofthe Lord is revealed, the Spirit of Gad; blefſed 
for ever, is there accompanying of ir, therefore 
good reafan the ereature' ſhould ſubmit to the 
Creator. _ CIO ſelves, 
we proath! the pot wad of the Lord ; andhow 
verve ſbives huve ſpoken, I you oppore i, 
OI © - know 
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-the word ofthe Lord. .It is Gods word, 


ſhall llupon me, - 


The Soulereffef ual ralting to Chriſt. F 
know it,hat it is the Loids word:therefore when 


you heare che word, doe what you will with us, 


onely ſibmit toche wordof the Lord; 'doe what 
30a pleaſtwith:ns(a3 /erempluith)onely embrace 


4 


take heed ofoppoſing and gainſaying it, labour co 


awe your ſoules, toſettle all diſtempers, wipe out 
 allcarpingandcavillingatthe word,as they preſſe 


muponthee.. H BEIT y | | 
Bur how ſhall webring our ſoules to doe this? 
 - By conſidering theſe two or three meanes; 
 Labournotonely to have thy ſoule convitted; 
that the holy Ghoſt is there accompanying the 
word, 4s it doth, (orelſe how could itreycale thy 
finnes?) bur alſo perſwade thy heart thar iris (©, 
apprehend the power of the Spirit of God ; for as 
we apprehend the Spirit of the Lord to be in the 
word, ſomuch the word will worke upon thee;as 
it was with the Ifraelires, x S491.9.19. compared 
with 1 S«/2-t2.18, What is the reaſon they do fo 
atthe ane, and nor atthe other? why, didchey 
fcare the onemore than the other 2 becauſe they 
—_—_ nded God to bein the one, andnot in the 
 Confefleandknow, that not one word of God 
ſhall fall tothe-ground : there thou haſt heard,if 
man did heare thunder, and knew'tt would fall 
upon lim, it wonld awe him; The wordof che 
Loxd ts as thunder from heaven,it is not the word 
of man, but of God; then conſider, ſhallnor the 
word faile? then the word that God hajhſpoken 
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| 3+ - - Confider, thatwhen judgernent bits, tis ire 
coverable. If a man knew, that although judge* 
mentcae, it would not hic him,if it did hit him, 


Lf he might recovyer;this would comforthim a little; 
= 1! bur if-thou doſt not Roope, it will hit, and that ir- 
| ll recoverably ;, therefore labour to tremble at Gods 

uw_ word. TIS, oth 
Tal Wecome now toſee how the Lord workes up« | 
(h on the ſoule. Firſt, he lets alight into the minde, 
"i far what the eye never: feeth, the heart never deſi- 
n reth, hope never expe&s, that joy never delights. 

8! in, that the (cule neyer embraceth ; but the ſoule 

| nt - . hangsa farce off, and dares not beleeve that Chriſt 


will haye mercy upon him, God is ajuſt God;and 


he a vile ſtnner, therefore God will never caſt the # 
eyeo: pitie and compaſſion upon him, therefore : 
the Spirit lets 1n alight into his heart, and difco- b! 
vers unto him , that 'God will deale 'graciouſly 4 


with him,and do: good untohim. =: | 
1, Do, * Hence, Thar the Spirit of the. Lord gives ſpecial y 
 *.*  motice of Gods acceptance to the ſoule truly humbled: 4 
Mercie isgenerally propounded tothe ſoul inthe 
Goſpell, but there is a ſpeciall bringing home of 
mercy to the ſoulc by the Spirit, that hee ſtrikes . 
throngh the bargaine, There is many a chapman_ 'q 
paſſerh by the ſtall, and ſeeth themeat,' and the+ - 
commodity lye, that is tendred him,and followes 
him-home to his houſe, ifhe purpoſe to ſell: ſo it: 
Is not enough to tender mercy,and offer grace and 
_ falyation by the Goſpell, for this weeoften doe, 
_ andyou will notoncelogkeatther;bur caſt them 
away, and no man buyeth them ;; but if the Nw 
0 s 21 oo 3 8: 
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"FGol cakes them in hahdy he witlifirlke the bar- 


ain< rhrongh, hee will follow thee home'to thy 
ouſe, to thy cloſet,” to thy heart, hee will wooe 
thee, be thou never ſocoy, be thou neverſo ftub« 
borne: be:thon hever'fo'way ward, the Lord will 
bring thee to give entertainmenttothe Lord Jes 


ſus,and to Gods mercy,in and through him, r 79hu 
$5.20, a$if he had ſaid, Aman of himſelfe hath ao 


minde, no-underſtandingto:conceive of the Lord 
we, 6 of the freeneſſeofGddsmercy in Chriſt, 
ut Chriſt hath given us this minde, he hath;given 
an eye tothe ſoule of a finner, ſo that hee cannoe 
buttake notice of the cotincell holden in the high 
Court of-Parliament, concerning his ſalvation. 
Te is with a finner, as itis with a man thar fits ir 
darkneſſe, haply he ſeeth a light inthe ſtreet one 
ofa window, but he fits ſtill1n darkneffe,and is jn- 
the dungeonall the while,and thinkes; how good 
were it, a-man might enjoy that-light : Somany 
a poore humble-hearted broken (inner, ſeeth and 
hath an inkling of. Gods mercies, he:heareth the 
Saints ſpeake of Gods love,and his goodnefſe.and 
compaſſion; ah, thinkes he, how happy arethey, 
bleſſed are they; whatan excellent condition are: 
they in! but he:is indarkneſle ſtill, and never had 
a dropofmercy vouchſafed unto him: atlaſt the” 
Lord ers alight in his houſe, and putsthe candle 
into his owne hand,and makes him ſee byparticu- 
larevidence, thou ſhalt bee pardoned; and thon 
ſhalt be ſaved ::this is particular notice 
For: the opening-of the poinr; obſerve two. 
chings 2; 1 5 {1 ln 8: bi nee: 


'K:3., 


1, Therwmner how the Spiciedody ip] [7 
_ 8. The $eaſoans why the Spirit onelycan doit. 
Forthefirft, the manner of the Spirics worke, 
how the Lord doth give chis notice, and howthe 
candle comes to bee lighted; and the glimpſe of 
Gods mercy comes in, as by ſomany cranies into 
the ſoule, it is diſcerned in three paſſages. = 
The Spirit ofthe Lord meeting withan humble, 
broken, lowly, ſelfe-denying-finner, for ofhim 1 
ſpeake: hee that is a proud ſtout hearred wretel, 
God give him notice of his mercy ? no, God will 
givehim notice of ſomething elle, he ſhall have 
notice of judgements & helilfice:lechim have thar 
which belongs nnto him; /udgemens ro whomn Judge- 
ment belengerb;bur I ſpeake of an humbled finner, 
through which he may be enabled, and by which 
he may be fittedto entertaine the things 'of God. 
The natural! man perceiverh not the things of 
God, neither can he ; why ? becanſe they are ſpirt- 
tually diſcerned, So that there muſtbe a ſpiritu- , 
all light in bim, beforethe foulecan ſee ſpirienall 
things withour, x Cor.2.-12. Vee have not recei- 
vedthe ſpiritof the world, which is the ſpirit of 
Ignorance and darkneſlc , that poffeffeth all the 
world : the world lyeth in darknefle andin finne ; 
there isthe ſpirit of the Devill aud rerrour in the 
- mindesof wicked men; but you havenot received 
the ſpirit of the world to dek. eyou and blinde 
you, but you have received the Spirit of the Lord, 
as who ſhould ſay, No man doch, 'no/man'can 
know the things of Gods freegrace; rich mercy, 
boundleſſe compaſſion in the Lord, Noman _ 
| ee 
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Re and looke, and fall in love with the treaſure 


to and difcerne the ſpiritualithings of God. 


of the treaſures of Nis grace, the Spir:t brings oat 
ofthe ſtore houſe, out of che bo:ome of God the 
Father, thoſe tender. mercies and compaſiions, 
which never yet-faw the Sunne, which neither _ 
men nor- Angels ever dreamed of, and theSpicit 
doth communicate them to thoſe thar God hath 
ke the ſpirituall lightinto 2 Epi. 3- 9. there they 
are called the uyſtarchableriches of God, and it is a 
very ſignificant pliraſe, and the word implies fuch 
riches,asa mancan never ſeea foot-ſtepof them. 
Godnow doth as ſome Trades-men doe, he hath 
a deale of wares in_his ſtore-houſe,' but che buyer 
and paffenger ſeeth novrhoſe; bur _ them that 
are ſet ont upon the ſtall : ſo ir is with the Lord 
Jeſus , hee dorh preſentanto the view of che un- 
derſtanding of the mind enlightened, all thofe 
concetvable: incomprehenfible treafares . of his 
mercy inthe Lord Jeftis; If a'man have noeye; 
hee cannot fee, ifheehave aneye, andhaveno 
object, nor colours before him, hee cannot ſees 
firſt therefore the: Locdgives m'cyeiro thehams. 
bled hearr; and when thee bath giycnbimaneye; 


then hee layes colours beforc him, that hee may 


of 


Then the Lord layes befprehim: all the riches 2. PLſage, 
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Hy of mercy and compaſſion, 2 Cer. 3. "the foure 
laft verſes, the cnnugermngh 'The nk, of blind- 
nefle is raken fromour minds, proSoogroy pra 
full Soule beholds:, asina glafle, 
mercy , and com rrp before 
bim in "Chriſt; humbled GR heth now 
gotten an eye, "and ſome ſpiritual eye-fight, that 
the Lord hath broughe within his view, all the 
riches and treaſures of the'Lord Jeſus "Chiiſt : 
and the Sonlefaich, oh, that mercy, andgrace,and 
pardon ' were mine : Oh, that. my finnes were 
done away. The Lord ith, L will refreſh them 
that are heavy laden: Oh, that I had that refree 
ſhing, faith the Soule , You ſhall havereſt, ſaith 
God: Oh, that I had reſt roo, faith the ſoule: 
Now the Soule beginneth to. looke afterthe mers 
cic and compaſſion whichis laid beforeit. | 

3-Paſſage, Tlie Spirit.of the Lord doth witneſſe or certifie, 
throughly and effeftually tothe Soule, that this 
mercy belongs to him : that is cheupſhor of tle 
notice God gives to the Soule,  ; ..- 

The third ſtroke of the Spirit, frikes through 
the bargaine, and makes the underſtanding cloſe 
with that graceand mercy, ſet forth. unto its and 
without this the Sonle of an;humble broken hears 
ted ſinner hath no gronndgogoc upon. Belce- 
ving in Scripture is called comming. Now no man 
can goe without ſome ground z now this is the 
ground; without which:the Soule bath -u0:bots 
rometobearc it up,cither tocome to. Chriſt ,.or 
perſwade itfelfe of mercyin Chriſt. What good 
4 it doe any bungry ſromacke.',. to = 

_ --: 


roger. _ 
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chat there is. a great deale-of cheere, and dainties 
provided for fuch and ſach men , what js itta 
' him, ifhe have them not? Take a begger that hath 
a thouſand pound told before him ;, hee may ap» 
rehend the ſumme of fo machgold ,andfo much 
ſilverzbut whatisthar all to mee, faith he, if in rhe 
meane time'T die and ſtarve ? Ir falls out in this 
caſe with abroken heartcd ſinner, as with a pro- 
digall childe ; the prodigall he hath ſpent his 
meanes, afid abuſed his Father; the prodigall hach 
now much need, the famine 15 in the land, and 
poverty is befalne him, and hee knowes there 
was meat cnongh, and cloaths enough in his 
Fathers houſe ; bur alas hee can expect no kind- 
nefle from his Father, but only his heavy diſplea- 
ſure : if any man ſhould ſay, goe to your Father, 
cc will give you a portion of a hundred'ponnds 
againe, doz you thinke the prodigall would be- 
leeverl:18? no, no, te would anſwer thas; haply 
my Father will impriſon mec, or ſend a Sergeatit 
to arreſt mee, oran executioner to take away my 
life z it 15 my Father that'T have ofended, my 
portion I bave ſpent, and his anger I have incen- 
{cd ; and what, will hee receive mce 2? no, I will 
never bcleeveit. Indecd, had I becne a good hufl- 
' bard, I might have had his fayour, and increaſed 
my eſtate, but Thave loſt his fayour, my owne 
cſtate, p:trimony and all : but iF:-a man ſhould 
come arid tell him now, that he heard his Father 
ſay ſo, and bring a certificate under his Fathers 
hand that it was ſo, this would draw him into 
ſome hope, that his Father meant well _—_— 
| L Z ; nm ; 
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| bim 3foiris with rhe ſinner, whenhe is appre> + 
henfive of all his rcbellions, that hee hath:heapcd 
up againſt Gods mercy, and ſpiritand gr.ce, by. 
his declining from the truth : If a man ſhould tell 
ſucha ſoule;, goe:to God, he will give you a penſi= 
on of a hundred thouſind pounds a yeere, that is, | 

hee will give you abundance of mercy and com--_ 

- Paſſion, the Soule cannot beleeve it, but thinkes ; . 
what I mercy ? no.no, bleſſed are theythat walke 
hembly before God, and pom ns lives an- 


ſwcrable toGods word, let them take it, but the ; 
5 truthis,itis mercy LT hayeoppoſed,it is grace that I: ) 
| have rejected, no mercy, no grace for mee; you. *! 
cannot wooe the ſoule to be-perſwaded, tor to . L 
thinke.that there is mercy far bjm. Bur if Gol b 


ſend a meflenger from heaven, or if under thc 

band of his ſpirit, that hee doth accept of bim, 

_ aged will doe good to him, and paſſe by all for 
mer fines, and ſhew favour tohim ; this makes 

the ſoule grow into ſomehope, tlr's is the ground. 
«whcrenpon the. {oule. goeth to the Lord. This 
the Lord periformeth to the ſoule. That which 
Dzvid,prayes for, Pſalm. 35. 3, the Prophet was. 
Tot contented that there was ſalvation in Gods 
hand, hee knew that God had a world of merey, 
and falvat:qn, and pardon ying by him ; but Da- 

vid prayes taGod, Sy unto my ſoule,thou art my ſal... 

vation, teſtific it,; ſpeake it: home, Lord, once - 
more plainly, effetually and ſenſibly, there 7s 
/ Malvayen withthee. Paul was ſaved, and Abraham 

/ waslayed 5;PU5 Motu thay rh ampe? ly unto wy - 
foule , thy linnes ſhall be pardoned, thine iniqui- 

h cies: .. 


I CIT ett Ee OS \ 
" #2 es Wt, OP Ro Ne ee I 


—  —— 


dd 
y » 


4 ER 
+33 "2G Ih 
SE T,* 


the filth 


- 


> AE CE aki 


Kee ive; iirrdom x dds ol 


-ties ſhall be forgiven;thyperſonaccepted ;——-- 


—_—— — = 


But now thequeſtion growes On; Burhoxw ſhall 22efe. 


a man diſcover "this tcſtification ,* ard this wit= 
"nefſing of the ſpitir, to thehezrt ofa httmble bro- 


ken hearted (inner, that theſe'things are fo 2 


This third worke' of the ſpirit makes knowre it 4nſw. 


ſelfe inthree particulars? **, 


' The ſpirir doth'eviderce to the ſoule, broken 1.Partte. 


and humbled, That tte ſoulehath'air ireereſt *n 
'this merc/,thatit was appoirted for jt,ard ehath 
to meddle with ir; in reaſon, we may obſerve thar 

a witnefſe in a cauſe doth marvellonſly clears it , 

It bebe wiſe and judic'ovsj 2ndtFethingtharbe- 

fore was doabtfull.comes now to be apparant's us 
now in a foint of Law, two men contend for 
land ; now ifan ancient wiſe 'man of ſome 'place, 

13 called before the Judge at the Alliſes, and hee 

beares witnelſe upon bis knowledge, thar fach 


Lands havebeerein the poſſeſſion ofſuchagene- 


ration or family, forthe ſpace of many yearcs ; 
this is a ſpectiall-teſtification, that this man bei ng 
of that generation, He bath intereſt to theſe lands x 
So it iswith the witnefſe of Gods Spirir, there is 
a controverfie berwcene Satan and the ſoule, the 
ſouleſaith, oh, thargrace and compaſſion might 
be beſtowed 'on mee; why, ( faith Saran ) doſt 


.thou'corcejyeofanymcrey, or graceand Salvati- 
©on > marke thy rebellions againſt thy Saviour, 


marke the qyxerchcU diftermpers of thy heart,” and 
abtominations of thy life :'doſt thu 
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The Soules effe&uadl calling ro Chriſt, | 
mercy of God ? Now the Spirit of God com- 
ming in, that caſts the.cauſe and makes it evident; 
if ſuch a poore heart have. intcreſt, and may me 4- 
dle and make challenge ro mercy and ſalyation, 
becauſe it hath beene prepared for them, from 
the beginning of the world to this very day. Now 
this gives aligat into the bufineſle,& theevidence }. 
is ſare, that this man hath rcitle to all che riches 
and compaſlion of the Lord Jeſus ; A#s..2. 39. 
Every poore creature thinkes, .thar God thin'es - 
ſo of him, as hee thinkes of himſelfe.z and hee 
thinkes God intends marycllous grievous things 
againſt him , and if there be any judgement de- 
nounced, or any plague revealed, the ſoule fits 
and fincks, and. thinkes with. himſelte. thus, I . 
wretch, the Lord ſpake to mee and intended mee; 
the Lord threatned mee, and denounced judge- 
ment againſt mee .; andone day he will bring all 
theſe” plagues upon mee, all. ſhall be made good : 
upon this wretched heart of mine. one day, where- 
as the Spirit of the Lord judgerth otherwiſe, and 
God meanes well rowards him, andintends good + 
to all you thar. have beene broken for your fins, 
and rhere is witneſſe of ..it in heaven, and it ſhall - 
be made good to-yourowne conſciences, Chriſt - 
came not ro call the righteons,.. bat- ſinners, bro- 
ken, abaſed, vile, wretched,. carnall finners : doe 
not thinke hee will keepe anyold reckonings. in - 
minde; Chriſt came into the-world, only toſfuc- 
cour fanfull humbled wretches ;.hee. only came to - 

, call finners, not your proud, hanghty juſkiciaries;- 
that truſt in their owne performances, no but 
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| ab; vile, broken,abaſed Ginners: . therefore 
now here is ſome ground, and light com? in, that 
wee have to doe with mcrcy. Pſalm. $0. 3. Cauſe 
thy face t0 ſhine upon mee, Tt'a: man be in a deepe | 
darkedungeon, he cannot tell whenitis light; hee 
m1y aske, is it light ? burelſehee cannoctrelt : Bur- 
ankambled fi nner is like a man-ftandirg follnpon * 
the Sanne rifing, this face of Gods mercy ſhines - 
full upon him, the Lord lers inthe inclination of | 
his kindnefſe, and rakes knownethe ſurenefſeof.. 
his favour in the Lord Jeſus Chriſt ; now thefoule 
bach ſome apprehenſion thar he hath” to doe with. 
mercy. + 


The Spirit doth ratifie thar i1.rereſt as the ſoule 2, Paebicte: 


now hath, . as intended towards him, and prgpa- 
red for him : hee makes it gooJ to-the heacr, and 
cſtabliſheth it, and makes it fare ro'the: ſoule: 
Fhisisthe nature of a witnefſe;i: it be ſufficient4s 
the Lord provides, That in the mouth of tws or 
three witneſſes; every word ſhall bee eftabliſhed., 
ſo.1tis withthe reftimony,or reſtification of Gods 
Spirit, for the Spirit doth not beare witneſſt a- 
lone, but the Father from heaven, and the Sonne - 
in heaven doth joyne witneſſe with the Spirir; . 
and the conrt 1s in heaven where this controver- 


ſie. muſtbe ſcanned, and now the Spirirdothby 


witneſle promiſe, that all this mercy: ſhall. be 
made goodand given, & the hambled heart ſhall 
be made pofleſſor thereof; Hence it is that the ſoule 
comes to be deeply ſetled herein, for God cannot - 
deny himfelfe, norhis promiſe; this is the maine - 


ground and tenour; whereupon wee hold-ever- 
__hkJſtring.. 
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laſting bappineſle : you know in men of great 


eſtate , if rheir leaſe had becne naught, and their 


. ter.QUr falſe, this ſtaggers them deeply ; therfare. 


cvery man lat ours, to,make his tenour as gcod as 
hce can, thioke an it, the maintainer of all this 
gco0d, that a Saint of God hath, all his hope of 
life and falvat;on, hangsuponthe mainehold,the 


free promi!e of the Lord, the certaine faichfull 
promiſe of the Lord,jn& rl rough Jeſus Chriſt,by 


the teſtimony.of the Spirit, you tharare ſanQificd 


by Chriſt , know.norhing, uoleſſe you kpow how 
to live by.a,promiſe.in ſome mea ure : Now this 
-promie 15s not only abare word of God, anda 


bare intimarion of ſome-will and jntendment of 
good, but itis akind of ingagement, when the 


Lord doth lay hjs.truth.to pawne, hereJs gcod 
ſurety for a poore humbled ſoule, it ſhall un- 


donbtedly be beſtowed upon him ; he dothnor 
only intend well unto him,hee doth not only pre- 
pare mercy for him, but now heties & binds hims 


'ſelfe , fo that be. cannot goC back yon, ſec. now, 


this isthe, botrome to beare up the. truth, when 
the Lord doth plcaſe toingafe himſelfe toa bro- 
ken hearted ſinner, that hee ſhall be made tobe- 
leeve, ard, made to live by his beleeving : Ibe- 
ſeech you take notice of it, this is the tcenour aud 
coverfanr..of God with a brcken ſinner ;.heecalls 
-him gracionſly, and then promiſys.cqbeltpy mer- 
cy upon him, 2. Cer. :6..18, Come out froma- 
mongthem ,, what chen?, whar,ſhall I ES: bl 


ny old companions ? ſhall re unge all commo- 
dirtes-that Thaye coveted? all the honour inthe. 


wor'ld 


OR 


| wh The Soules efetuil c abling zo Chriſt, 


world which1tiave affe&ted? Yes; faithtl'e Lord, 


come out from themall , abaridonthem, loſealt : 


riches, and be impoverifhed, loſe all honour, and 


be abaſed'; ah, but what ſhall wee get by ic> why. 


the, / will be-yguy God, that is, T will ingage 
my ſclfe, aud paſſeover rheticle of all my'tnercy, 


& 


and gooInefſe, and compaſſion, atid all chat T have 


you ſhall have, all is yours'; and whatthen? rex 


your God,and ſupply your wants, and work graci- 
ouſl; for you : as it was with Abraham, the Father 


of che fa thfall', fo it muſt be with the faithfull- 


ſervants of God, Gen. 12. 3. Now whir theres 


promiſed to Abraham, hepromiſeth to all hischil-. 
dren, to all the faichfull: ir isthus with thees that 


is thou muſt bid adue to thy country and friends, 
andthough thouliveſt with thy Father, 'yer thou 
hateſt his baſe courſes, 'and though thon'livelt 


with chy friends, yet thon hateſt their wicked + 
practices, and thou haſt forſaken thy god pride... 


and thy god covetouſneſſe, and thy'god drutiken- 
nefſe,and the like ; thon-knowtſt' God willhlefſe 
chee, he hath Eound himſelfe, and c:rinot goe 
backe, this is the ground of the fpcech : r /obz, 2. 


_ 25, Ertemalllife is the thirig-rhere promiſed, but. 


how can'wee intitle ourſelves in this ? thetexr 
ſaith, thisis the promiſe he hath promiſed, that 
i9, he did freely and frankly, and of himfelfe, 


and out of his owne good will,ingage Himfelfe' to - 


giveand beſtow this promi{Eiponms ; here is'the 


00ot and ground of all his promiſe.. This is the - 
Hfference - 


ſhall bee my people 5 marke thar, hee is'obliged to. 
apo6re humbled heart, as if he had faid, Iwiitbe 
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 differencebetweene the firſt and ſecond covenants 
- God did covenant with Adam, that he ſhould 
- live oponche ground, rhat he ſhould doe : Now 
_- becauſe the covenant of eternall life *depended 


upon doing, it was not certaine, to him and his 
poſterity, but loſt it ; bat onreternall life depen= 
derh upon the promiſe of Gad, and therefore itis 


ſare, becauſe God cannot faile, cannut change,bis 


promiſe cannot beaſtred : if we obſerve the cons 
ditions, eternalllite is ſureunto a broken hearted 
ſinner ; hence come all thoſe phraſes inthis kind, 


| wwee are called children of the - promiſe, what is 


that ? why, the very promiſe of God-mikes .us 
children-z wee are begotten and made the Sonnes 
of God : he.is called in Eſay,The everlaſting Father, 


hee hath begotten us by the word, and the feed of 
-the promiſe which 1s ſowne in our hearts, by the 


vertueof rhe ſced and he Spiritof grace, accom- 
panying that ſeed, wee have power to receive 


_-Chriſt and the Spirit of Chriſt, and ſo:to become 


the Sonnes o: God. This 1s the reaſon of that 
phraſe in Scripture, #e are not children of che fleſh, 
but of the promiſe,&alſoof this in Gal.z. laſt verſe, 
Wwe are made heires by the promiſe,it-makes us heires; 
that is, looke whatever-ground, er hope, or hold 


ofcternall life,and glory,& bleſſedneſſe,you hold | 


it by-the vertne of the promiſe, all is by a promile, 
grace and goodnefle is: communicated to us by a 
promiſe, this is our life, and all our hold, there- 


tore the Goſpcll js made to be the teſtament of 


Jeſus Chrift ; as by ones laſt will ard teſtament, a 
an leaves his goods and-lands-to_his poſteritie, 
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The Soules effefiuall calling co Chriſt, 


ſo the Lord Jeſus Chriſt outof his free good will, 
leaveth ore legacie of mercie, andgrace, and par- 
don, and ſtrength, twall humble broken hearted 
ſpirits, Galath.3.15. though it be but a mans co- 
venant, faith hee, when itis confirmed, noman 
doth abrcgate it, but if a man ſeale it, and con- 
firme it with his bloud, then it is fully eſtabliſhed; 
no man will, no man can-diſanullir, So Chriſt 
leaves a Legacie of mercieto you, andof favour and 
compaſſion to all broken hearted ſinners by pros 
miſe: and therefore ir is eſtabliſhed, nay, itis the 
laſt promiſe, the laſt Legarie and TefZament,there< 
fore the promiſe no man can alter, 7oh.1.14, He 
doth not leave peace then,astl:e world doth;they 
wiſh it, but cannot pive itz they wiſh it, but can- 
not beſtow it : but Chriſt leaves a legacieof mer- 
cie and peace behind him, nay, he hath ratified ic 
by his bloud,and he wiil make 1t good to the foule 
for ever. | 


The witneſſe makes the ſoule yeeld unto what Partic. 3. 


the ſpirit hath witneſſed : As the witneſſes in 04 
pen court inamatter of law, they make thecaſe 
cleare and evident;the Jury they takeit, the Judge 
obſerves it , you all know how the caſe goes, 
the witnefle ſirfticient, &c. So when the witneſfle 
of Gods Spiric comes, bringing the hand of God 
ehe Father, and che hand of the Sonne, rouching 
Gods acceptance, it caſts the cauſe clearely. Now 
chis judgement of the ſinner yeelds, and cannor 
but cloſe, and ſubmit ir ſelfennto thetruth ; this 
1$the meaning of that phraſe before the texr,they 
ſhallbe tanght of God, they ſhall nur only learne, 
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The Soules effefuall calling to Chriſt. 


bur they ſhall be canght, rhey ſhall have their leſ- 
ſon without booke, they ſhall be made to learne ; 


and therefore the tenor of the coyenant 1s this : 7 - 


will write my Law in their inward parts,aud they ſhall 
all know mee from the higheF to the leaft : obſerve 
the 2 Pet. 143. itisaplace of marvellous diffticul- 
tie,(this I take to be the meaning) thereis enough 
to ſatisfie any man,according to his divine power, 
he hath givenuntous all things, that is, the Lord 
by his almighty divine power, bath given unto 
us all things, either appertaining to this preſent 
life here,or etcrnall life hereafter. But how comes 
this to paſſe that God doth this? the Text faith, 
It ts through knowledge of him, that hath called wo 
glory and verrue; the word in the originall is, 
through their acknowledyement of him that hath called 
#5, The fonle doth nor onely barely know, that 
this is grace and mercy in Chrilt; the cye of the 
underſtanding is not only opencd, but hee now 
comes toacknowledpge the ſame, and ſubſcribc th 
thereby therennto : God ſaith, 7 will ſave thy ſoule, 
T will bethy God. the ſoule ſaith, It 15 true, Lord, I 
will deny it no more, I will gain-fay it no longer, 
Ina word thcn, gatherup the point, if it be ſo, 
that the Spirit,by the witneſſe thereof,doth diſco- 
ver the intcreſt we have in grace, if it doth ratifie 
the intcreſt w** it doth diſcover ; nay,if it makes 
the judgement yeeld ro what it bath ratified, it 
certifies effcfually and undeniably the truths of 


grace and mercy thus prepared and ratified to 


the ſoule, and the ſoule faith, I'confeſſe it Lord, 
and ctoſeth therewith. 4 


km 


The Soules effeBuall calling to Chriſt. 


—Why , may ſome lay, if this bee ſo, how then Queſt. ; 


comes it to paſle, that many of Gods deare chil- 
dren, how comes it, that many humble hearted 
creatures never knew they werecalled, never had 
any ſpeciall intimationof Gods favour,they can» 
not ſay in truth, they are the Lords, 


I ſpcake of him that hath had the work of pre» Anſm, 


paration fully and ſubſtantially upon his ſoule, I 
ſpeake this;that ao ſcrambling hypocrite,nor fin- 


- full wretch, may come and ſcramble for comtorr, 


and ſogoeaway and deceive himſelfe in thisking, 
know therefore, for anſwer therento ;. HE 
There is adouble knowledge, the firſt is this : 

A naked ſimple apprehenſion of a truth , a 
mecre cloſure of a.mans minde, with a.naked 
Pom truth revealed, fo thatthe judgement ſaith 
It 15 10. +6 
Secondly, there is a refleting att, when a man 


. 


Jookes over his underſtanding,and laboursto dif 


cerne the worke thereof, not only apprehending 
what was laid before him, but when he doth ap- 
prehend that he doth apprehend,when he knowes 
that he doth know it, marke that place, for wee 
will carry Scripture with us, 1 7oh.2.3. Hereby we 
know, that we know him, ſaith the Texr, if wee keepe 
his Commandements, A man may know a thing, 
and yet not know thathe doth know: ſo they it is 
cleare, every Saint: of God hath the firſt knows> 


ledge, thar: is, every man that-istraly called'if 


truth, doth 'apprekend,/and undonbredly-cloſe 
with rhe worke ofthe Spirie, making knowne un- 
to him the mercie of Chriſt, many may. worke, 
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The Souleseff e&uall calling to Chriſt, 


and moſt men doe, the ſecond worke they doe 
ror know that they know, the Scripture ſaith. that 
the Devill himſelferules in the hearts of the chil - 
' drenof diſobedience, that is, hecaſts in a ſeed of 
errour and deluſion, and corruption into the 
hearts of wicked men, and by his deluſions they 
entertaine thoſe errours, embrace baſe courſes. 
Now not one _—_ a thouſand can ſay that the 
Devill doth thus, this is done by vertne of Satan, 
and yet hedothnot ſce it; nay, thereisa veile of 
Satan upon theſoule, there is a ſe. d of Satan in 
the ſoule, and the ſoule cloſeth-with 3 It, and yet 
hee apprebends it not ; ſo every faithfiill ſoule 
isruled by Gods Spirir, and the ſeed of Gods Spi- 
ritis flung into his minde, and cloſerh chierowitt, 
but hee cannot diſcerne the worke of the Spirit 
working upon him, the one governed by Satan, 
the other enlighened by the Spirit, bur nejther cn 
__ ,nor know,what they doeknoyw in this 
inde. | 

Becauſe onely the Spirirof the Lordknowes 
the Lords minde, it is only. privie. to Gods coun- 
\ ſels, andir only underſtands the ſecrets of Gods 
love, and thercfore it--only can reveale them and 
communicate them; Marth. 11.27; Now becauſe 
theholy Spirit proceedethh from the Father and 
the Sonne, he can, nay. hedoth make knowne the 
Counſels of both, andſo removes-all object ons; 
and cleares all cavils: 1t1sa point of confi derari- 
on to you thatare weakeones, ſatisfaction is by 
the meanes of C|:rift.the Sonne layerlrdowne the 
price, and doth ſatisfic, the Spirit doth certifie it 
| Unto 


The Soules effetFuall calling ro Chriſt, 


unto the ſoule, that the Son hath ſarisfied for the 
negl«& of what Godever required at our hands, 
and for the committing of what ever God hath 
forbidden ; now the foule 1s. fully ſatisfied : As 
for cxample ; Take a creditor, to whom the 


* dcbror oweth money,haply the debtor is arreſted 
$ for his not paying the debt ; the ſurety he.comes 
and layesdownethe debt: now the debtor is un- 


acquainted with this, unlefſe there be a meſſenger 
that brings acertificat under the hand of the credi= 
tour that he is paid, and the ſurety hath diſchars 
ed the devt, and hee 1s-quitted ; when he heares 
this, his heart is fully quieted :' So here the Lord 
Jeſus is the Surery, .the Farther is the Creditour, 
our ſoules are the debt ; now the Spiritof God he 
is the Meſſenger, an:1 he brings under the hand of 
God, of God the Father, and the Lord- Jeſus 


- Chciſt, an acquittance to our ſoules, that what 


Z} ever finnes wee have committed, are pardoned 
4 through Chriſt ; and this fully contents the ſoule. 


Marke, 1 Cor: 2. 103 yea; the deepe things of God ; 
as who ſhould ſay, how can you tell that Gods 


3 minde is towards us, and that hee will pardon 2: 
A why, theſe are ſecrets; aye, but the Spirit of the 
iy Lord knowes, and ſearcheth the deepe things of 
#\ God ; that which eye never ſaw, that which the 
4 Angels in. heaven cannot tell you, that w*b all the 


men in the world cannot revealeuato you, with- 
out Gad be with them; that your names are writ- 
ten 19 the Booke of Life, you:ſhall bee accepred, 
th:ſe- are deepe things, but the Spirit reveales 
them ; This is the firſt Reaſon, the Sp:rit onely 
| | M3. knowes: 
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knowes the minde; therefore, it only can give no- 
tice thereof unto the ſ{oule. 

The Spirit only can break thorow al thoſe miſts, 
and clouds of ignorance and blindnefſe, that are 
inour minds, which oppoſe this worke ; nay, it 
can bearedowne all thoſe diſtempers and diſcou- 


_ragements, which make us unfit, and unable to 
receive the evidence of Gods love and goodnefſe, 


inthe Lord Jeſas Chriſt, for theſe two things are 
inthe heart of a ſinner, that marvellouſly oppoſe 
the evidenceof Gods favour unto the ſ{oule. 

That every man hath a veile of ignorance over 
his heart, 2 Cer. 3-15. Now the veile of ignorance 
no band can rend it, ncne can remove it,but onl 
the Spirit of God ; The god of the world blindes the 
eyes of the wicked; why then it muſt be the Spirir 
of God, the Spiritof another world, I meane the 
Spirit of Chriſt that muſt open the eyes,and rake 
away the veiles, and clouds, and miſts, that the 
godof the world cafts before the eye. 

Are deſperate diſcouragements, when a poore 
ſinner is plunged in the apprehenfion of all the 
evill which he hath committed, and jn the aggra= 
vation of all thoſe fins whereby God hath becne 
diſhononred;. when the ſoule obſerves this, hee 
thinkes and ſayes, This proud heart will gever be 
humbled, this unregenerate heart will never be 
ſanFtified, the Lord never intends good to my 
ſoule, it is impoſſible that-ſo many correQions, ſo 
long continued, ſhould ever be pardoned, here 
the foule finkes downe in deſperate diſcourage- 
ments; now there is none but the Spirit of > 
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The Soules effcBaall calling ro Chrift, | 


that can let a lighe into the foule, there is none 


but the hand of the Lord,that canrend,and pluck, 
and pull a poore fainting, deſpairing, dying, fin- 
king heart, under the burthen of his man.fold 


abominations, none but the Almighty hand of 


an Almighty God can doe this; when ic is night, 
all the candles in the world cannot take away 
the darkneſſe ; ſoall the meanes of grace and ſal- 
vation, all rhe candle-light of rhe Miniftery,they 
are all good helps ; but the darknefle of the night 
will not be gone, before the Sun of Righreouf- 
nefſe ariſe in ourhearts, Hence it comes to paſſe, 
that it is a very difficult matter to give comfort to 


a poore diſtreſſed ſoule, Pſsl.40.1, Marke what a 
co:lcthere is to give comfort,all the world cannot 


comfort them, and perſwade them: I ſhall one 
day periſh, ſay they, I ſhall one day goe down2 
to hell, let all the Miniſters ander heaven fay 


what they will ; Comfore yee, comfort yee, laith the. 


Lord, as who ſhould ſay,they will notbe comfor- 
ted, they w:H not thinke, nor be reſolved of it. I 
mercyzand I comfort? itis ahikely matter,it will 


_ never be, it never can be, I ſhall never ſee that 


day: will che Lord pardon me> I doe not thinke 
It, I cannot beleeve it, God is a juſt God, and a 
righteous God, and I am avile wicked wretch, 


it 1s mercy that I have deſpiſed and trampled un» 


der my feer, and I mercy ? no certainly, there is 
no ſuch matter this makes the Lord have ſich a 
doc, Comfort yee, comfort zee, the third time, and 
yet they will receivenone, Ve Miniſters of the 
Golpellobſerye by cxperience,tbat we meer with 
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The Soules :ffe& ual calling to Chriſt. 


x, Policie. 


{ome loules that are gone tothe bottome of hell, 


ſometimes by ther diſtempers, and wee make 


knowne the promiſes, propound arguments, lay 
cowne reaſons, but nothing takes place, rothing 
preyailes, all is preſently forgotten, and you had 
as good lay nothing, all is forgotten ; therefore 
none but Gods Spirit can doe it, hee muſt come 
from heaven, and ſay, Comfort yee, comfort yee my 
people: ler me therefore {peake to you that are Mi- 
niſters,you doe well to labour to give comfort to 
a poore fainting foule, but alwayes ſay, Cegnfore 
Lord, fay unto this poore ſoule thox art hes ſalva- 
tion ; Lord ſpeake comfort,and fay to ſuch a one, 
his finnes ſhall be pardoned, mercy ſhall bee be- 
ſtowedupon him, his iniquities are forgiven ; it is 
that wee obſerve in the policie of Satan, Satan 
hath two Policies : 

Firſt, it he can, hee will keepe a man that hee 
ſhall never ſee his fins ; therefore hee labours to 
doe away all plagues and judgements from the 
apprehenfſion-of the ſoule ;and therefore when 
che Mmiſter comes home to the conſcience, and 
ſaith, What, you have heaven? what, proud and 
profane, and oppoſe God and his ordinances, and 
you goetoheaven ? No, no ſuch matter, marke 
what the Deyill ſuggeſts, take thy pleaſure, it is 
bur halte an houres work when you lie upon your 
death-bed , if you can bur then cry to God for 
mercygand for forgiveues,it is enough : this is the 
firſt Policie to keepe a man from ſeeing his ſins 
and thus the ſoule is content to carry hel-gates on 


his backe, and a thouſand abominations and isne- 
vcr troubled, - Well, 


—_—.. a 


The Soules effetuall calling ro Chriſt, 


Well, haply the Lord enlightens the foule. of 
ſuch aſinner, -and ſers his finnes before him, and 
faith, here.are thy fins, and for theſe thy fans thou 
ſhalt be ſent packing ro hell; now he cannot look 
off his fins, but the Word reveales them, and the 
Spirit ſertles them, thoumaiſt take thy pleaſures, 
and live in thy fins, buttheend will be bitter, for- 
all theſe ſins God will vifirthee, God will exe- 
cure judgement upon thee ; then rhe ſoule triech. 
bis heart, examines his paths, and beginsto pore 
on his corruptions! z when-Satan-fees this, he la» 
bours to draw him away, and ſends drunken.com- 
panions unto him, that they may take his minde 
off fiom his ſins. ' © 

But if Satan cannot keepe him from ſeeing his 2, polzcre. 
{ins,then he ſhall ſee nothing bur fin : before hee 
was frolicke, and braved it our, and kickr mercie 
into the kennell, and he would doe whar heliſt ; 
Miniſters tell mee of grace ? no, no, I will follow 

*-my courſe, now it is otherwiſe with him, be can 
{ce nothing but judgements,and plagues ,and cor- 
ruptions, and ſo ſinks downe indifcouragements:. 
as therefore there is nothing ehat can purſaea ſin- 
ner, and makehim ſce his fins, but God, ſothere 
15 none but the Spirirthat can let downe a:cord of 
mercy, and draw a poorefinrer out from the bot- 
tome of [ ell; ſothe Spirit knowes the ſecrets of 
God, if the Spirit once ſettles thefe things upon 
the ſouſe; and takes away all hinderanczesthat doe. 
oppole the evidence of Gods favour, thenthe Spi- | 
rit muſt only certifie Gods-love,and mercy, and 
goodnefſe,to the ſoule of an humble broken khear= 
red finner, 'N Triall : 


my 0. Cy one cow An OT 


94. ' The Souleseffeftuall calling toChnft. - 
Ye,  Triall: will you pur yourſelves upon triall, 
will you over-ſee whether you eyer badany no- 
| tice of Gods acceptance? oblerve then the author 
| of it, whence and of whom you had it, this will 
| I 3 diſcover the truth of it ; when we miſtruſt good 
$33 newes from a farre Country, we ule to ſay, it is 
mW go00d indced, but is it certaine? whence had you 
Bt it? had youaletter from beyond (ea,or heard you 
Fi | from ſome Noble man. thar heard the letter read? 
' then it is cerraine : So there be glad tidings of 
| | peace and mercy. thcre:is good newes from hea. 
4 
| 


ven, God hath pardoned vile ſinners : God ſaves 
F» millions of men, good newes, but if ycur hearts 
L || perſwade you for certain,doe youthinke ſo,or doe 
::M others tell you ſo? is it nothing bat idle ale-honfe 
| talke ? bath Gods Spirit ſealed it? doth God ſay to 
| / thy ſoule, thou art his ſervant, he thy King, thou 
1 his ſon, he thy Father? if it be ſo, thou maiſt pawne 
; thy life on it, truſt co it, the notice is good. If a 
þ it > . maletator were condemned,anda rogue that hath 
71 |] beene burnt inthe hand; who goes up and downe 
| with a paſle, ſuppoſethe one to forge his pardon, 
31 the other to counterfeit his paſſe: A wiſe man 
ot | he knowes and underſtands the falſenefle of the 
- partie, and he ſhall never get any good by it, hee 
"TW will ſtop the rogue with che paſſe in his hand, and 
1 Ml hang the traytor with his pardon about his neck. 
| Soit1s here, wee are all malefa&ors and poore 
rogues, running up and downe the face of the 
EL earth, and weare walking and looking after ano- 
{1h ther Country, now, what wuſtbe our paſſe? the 
al | _  evidenceof the Spirit, thou that ſaiſt thou Gs 
N |; - ['s 


TW ow © [ts wn ww i OE tw ww Www, © 


_wl»w () (9  Vv 


, ® 


—':O1 Q 0 


—_ 


Wn 
— 
ermo—_—— TYPE _ 


CT TD 


eſt not of Gods mercy,andthe pardonof thy ſins, 
under. whoſe ſeale haſt thowrÞ is pardon 2:did'it 
come froma right Office, and from aright Seale > 
thenir is good, elſe theLord: will Rop thee with 
chy paſſe inthy hand, and hang thee with thy pare 
donatout thy necke. | 
But then: you will ſay, how may wee diſcerne 
the notice of the: Spirit of the Lord; from ano- 
ther notice, and how may the Saints of God dil- 
cerne It. _ 


D;fers in theie three particulars : Furſt, in the r, Trial. 


ſpecialitie of it,it is anevadence thar'comes home 
particularly to' the 'foule. Looke as it is in the 


conveyance of lands and leaſes, by joynt inheri- 


rance therein,baply the leaſe was made before the 
man had a chitde, now if afterwards he have halfe 
a dozen children ,every one in particular hath a ti- 
tleto it, intereſt inthatland, as though they were 
mentioned in particular. So the Goſpell pro- 
pounds grace and mercy to all humbled foules, 
broken hearted ſinners are m.de joynt heires, 
and inheritors of evcrlaſting mercy : you that 
will come out of your ſinfull courſes, and will 
touch no ancleanething, thou haſt particular inte= 
reft inGods mercy,as if thon wert called by name 
Robert or Richard,&c Now mark al the notice and 
evidence that any hypoctice under heaven hath 
of the freenefſe of Gods mercy, is this, hee hath 
only ſome common inkling and heare-ſfay of falva- 
tion, they are within the hearing of the promiſes 
made to others, and they either not rightly ap- 
prehend, orelſe miſ-applying the ſenſe and mea» 
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The Souleseffeual calling ro Chrult. 


ning of the promiſe to themſelves, they coſen 


their ſoules, and never have any particular-evi- 


dence of the truth of ic ro the:r foules by rhe 
worke of the Spirit z there is baply an expeQation 


among the pritoners'n Newgate, t'at there wil be - * 


a pardon come cur at the end of the Parliament, 
and ſome manpaſflerh by and ſaith, there is a par- 
don for Newgate : The priſoners that heare this, 
it makes them rejoyce; but when the Parliament 
comes out,there is apardononly forſach perſons, 
for ſuch fas, of ſuch a quality and nature,and fo 
baply he that rejoycedſomuchin the confidera- 
tion ofa pardon, hath nothing to doe with it;now 


the generall heare-ſay will doe nogood, but the 


particul-r evidence : fo. it 1s betweenea cunning 
Hypocrite and achilde of God, when an Hypo- 
cr.tz hath becne driven to extreme horrour for h's 
ſins, then he lookes out for mercy,his heart is ter- 
rified.and 1:15 ſoule perplexed, and he heares there 
is abundance of mercy im Chriſt, and Chriſt came 
toſave ſinners; the Hypocrite 1s delighted with 
this in the generall, this is only overly, and com- 
mon, he over-hearcs a promiſe, and ſo quiets him- 
{clfe therein; but when it comes tothe triall, God 
came to ſave finners, but what finners? humble 
broken hearted ſinners: Butthe Hypocrite is not 
ſuch an one, therefore it belongs not to hm. 

. Theſecond difference of the Spirit is ſach,that 
it can bardly be raſed out of the ſoule, the teſti- 
mony of the Spirit, brought home to the ſoule, 
cannot bee taken away, for when the Spirir 
witneſlcth to the ſoule, it leaves the light upon 


the 
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the mindeof an humbled finner;rtharwillneverbe 


plucke$ off, bur hee | will 'rurne hiseyei rowards 
iti while the' world Jaſts,' Fhis evidence that is 
brought home,and caſtin.by the Spirit; it is ſo un- 


expected , and ſo pleaſing, and fo incomparably - 
ſtrong, and wonderfull; and withall:ſo uncon=»- 


ceiveable excellent, that an humbled finner when 
once he ſees the glimpſe and inckling thereof, it 


will ever be' prying and looking that. way, \nay, . 


in the moſt deſperate diſcouragements that can 
befall, and-in the greateſt deſerrions. that can be- 
tide the ſoule; nay,notwithſtanding. all thoſe ſab- 
tiltics of remptat ons that.Satan hurries into the 
ſoule, tomake a manatalofle, and tomake him 
leave looking atter the freenefſe of grace in Chrift : 
yetthe poore ſoule will ever be lingring-afcer this 
Light ;.looke as it is with a great torch, carry it 
out of one room? into another by-roome, and 
though the torch be gone; yet itwill leave ſuch a 
glimmering fo that a man may followthe torch : 
ſoit:i3with the ſole, truly bumbled;:t hath recei- 
ved the teſtimony of the Spirit, thongh the torch, 
the glory of the teſtimony of this witneſſe goethy 
alide a litcle in rempration, yertthe Lord leaves 
ſacha kind of glimmering or inkling of gaodnes,; 
thatthe ſoaule looks afrer.cthe lampe &1ighr 1n this 
kinde, and followeth it for ever, [ona 2.4. /onah 
was there ſtubborne with the Lord, je was ſent to 
Ninive,he go2s to Tavſhiſh:wel,God ſends awhiyle- 
wind after him, and toſleth him intothe fea, and 
ſent alſoa great Whale, an uaruly ferry-man, to 
carry him toland: Now being in the belly of the 
N 3 . Whale, 
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The Soales effeBluall cabling $0  Chri. 


| Whale, thee begins to apprehend himſelfe, and 
then is joyſull, and'there be made 2 queſtion of 


Gods eve laſting love;bat'yer when he was'inthe 
belly of bell, an mounraines of water wentover 
Fm, yet warle how theholy man behavethhim- 


ſelfes 1 wilt flill looke rowards thy holy preſence : He 


had ſome illuminations of: Gods goodnefſe in 
Chriſt, and howſoever the glory cherof was eclip- 
ſed, yet there was ſome glimmering left behinde. 

Bur now the flathesof the Hypocrite, they are 
judden, the lighrning of Gods love that is in his 
minde, bur ir _ thorow the foule ſuddenly; 
and leaves it !n the ſame hazard & ignoraiice, and 


| at a loſle,as formerly , for howſoever an hypocrite 
' may have a glimmering, and a kinde of flaſh, and 


take not ce of |the powers of the. world to come, 
yet it comes like lightning, ſuddenly come, ſud- 
denly gone, and it- draweth the minde for tle 
while, and the underſtand ng for the preſent; but 
in conclufion, the ſoble- is where it was before, 
when this flaſh is gone, and the lightning 15 0- 
ver, it is juſt ar the ſame loſe and danger it was 
before. 

From this authority of the Spirit,it is of great 
anthority,and of maryellous powerful command, 
ſothar the whole frame of the ſoule comes to be 


| ordered, andthe heart comes to be framed ſuta- 


ble and agreeable thereon. Looke as it is with a 
mighty ſtreame, all the leffefſtreames runne thar 
way ; ſoit is with the bleſſed ſtreame of rhis evi- 
dence of truth : what the Spirit of God lersinto 
the minde of the Saints, it carries all with i it and 

cares 
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YL 


beares all before it, and makes the wholeſtreame 
of the ſcule be anſwerable chereunto: Take no- 
tice between the viſion Saint Pawbhad, and which 
Balaam'h:d; God lctina light into Balaams foule, 
W har, wilt then curſe Iacob 20h theglorythat I mill 
beſtow upon them: This made his teeth water at 
the goodneſle of. the Lord, and hefaith, Zer wee 
die the death of the tighteaws, Nomnub-24 .2.the Text 
uſeth the phraſe, The Spirit of God was upon Belaan 
the meaning 1s, be intimated the happie condiri- 
on of the Saints of the Lord, and in ftead of cars 
ſing, he bleſſed them: thongh this curſed Witch 
Balaam had this commonenlightn'ngto know the 
excellencie of the condition, yethis heart was'ne- 
yer the better, was covctous and maltcious {t 1! 
towards 1aceb.. | | 
 Butlooke 4#s 26, 19. Saint Pant fiith, keewas 
20t diſobedient to the wifien, as who ſhould ſay, The 
bleſſedtrath that-was revealed to me, the wayce that 
ake to me from heaven, ny mindewas framed thereby, 
and anſwerably diſpoſed therewnto, and 1 (ubmitced 
and came in at the yoyce of the Lord. Hence the phraſe 
in Scripture, They that know thee will truft in thee, 
as who ſhould ſay, Grounded knowledge brings in- 
confidence : So 1oh.4.1o. Chriſt ſaith, Had thou 
knowne me, \t & not every knowledge that will doe 
tle deed, a man may talke of grace, but hadſt 
thou underſtood better the evidence,thou ſhonl- 
deſt have asked grace, and'received it, this is the 
reaſon of 7ebs ſpecch 5; when Godrakes amanin 
hand, he willcommanda manrorertnrae fron ini- 
quitie : theres a commanding powerin =_ obe- 
| ence 


Fg 2-48 
8, a8 OURS ERR — - 
— - - ——CQ a ” WIT 


— ——_— 
TRA EEC rm - » 
- ”" s by - ns 


Oe I me mat 
> = Six2-1 "4 OR 
+, OE fx we i: "ov 
- 
- 
-_ 


Sx] 


o _ , ” > x 
_ _ « —_— —_ 4 
LE: we » a # 


"_ - _ 

— CEE 
y ond ” —_ 
--— 


FOR 
j — OL If © 
" a OI 
* 


UI int 


a Or $row r_ > 


gt 

=> - 
, "2d 
= 6. 
+ 
G 


= © Ow SLES we 
E altos. ( p 
i Gl 2c 
F - 
: 
” . 
— EST. 
Poo 


The Spuleseffe& ual calling ro Chrift, 


——— 


- dience of truth: rhe Lordlersin'a commanding 


4 Differ: 


power, and-turnes the heart from fin, and makes 


ityeeldro.theobedience'of God;' Whereas the 


light of the hypocrites like fighcning in the eve= 
ning, a flaſh and away,and leaves no hearbehinde 
it.:: The Sunne doth nor caly give light, bur it 
leaves a htatbetiindic;ſo+ it is with the Spirit of 
God, when. the ſanſhine of the heavenly lighe 
comes into theh'art; itleaves aheat of holy affe- 
tions behinde it | fraininz and diſpofing the heart 


_ ofa mantobear the call and cominand:-of God, 


Obſerve when wee-lay>forch:arguments befote 

men;-and convince their cor'ſciences,'that their 
courſes nought, notwithſtanding, whatſoever we 
cauſpeake t! ey returne to their wicked ſpeeches, 
and baſe praQtices, their lives are as wicked; theiy 
conguesas prophiane as cver z but when the O pirie 
of Godwilltake thoſe arguments we propound 
out of Scripture, and make knowne thoſe trou= 


bles to the under2anding, it communicates unto. 


thee .and them that power to the foule, That | it 
comes to bediſpoſed thereunto, © 
The reftimony of the Spirit goes opon very 
good ground, it is a wiſe Spirit, and a Spirit of 
truth, and therefore goes wiſely to worke. Now 
Hypocrites they beareuptheir hearts with admi- 
rable evidence of Gods love, but as%e' them what 
reaſons they have'for it, whatarguments tomain- 
raineir, they have nothing atall ro fay; this is an 


undoubted argumentof'abeſotted, befooled hy- 


pocrite.! Gome to, your aticientpeople; and &n- 
mo op thetimeof their ſicknefſe,- as e 
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them if ever they were pcerſwaded of Gods fa- 


vyour,they ſay they thanke God, they never doub- 
red of it; they reply, they were worſe than Re- 


probates if they ſhould, but they have no ground 
atall to confirme this; thisis an undonbred argu- 


ment of a foule that-never: had any found eyt- 


$ 


dence of Gods love, for where the-Spirit comes, 
it goes upon goodground. ''' "1 


Direftionand Exhortation; hence wee.learne;yſe 2. 


what conrle wee: thuſt take, whatipath wee muſt - 


tread in, what meanes we muſt uſe toger thisno. 
tice, and gaine t!;is evidence of Gods love to our 
ſoules; learne the ground, getthe witnefſe of Gods 
Spirit, get but the Spirit.to ſcale it, and all is thine; 
It was the ſpeech of Sampſon, when he propouns 
ded-a Riddle-to the Philiſttines, rhey, knew: not 
how to anſwer it, becauſe they underſtood it not 
before he had told his wife, and ſhee them, then 


| theyrelared: the Riddle ro them, hee'confeſſeth 


their anſwer £o be. good 2 Butt, {aith he; had ous 107 
plowed with my Heifer, you could not have expounded 
ny Riddle. A KET | | 

_ -Tuſethe ſame compariſon for our purpoſe , uſe 
Gods meanes, if you would know Gods minde, 
take counſell of him that is privie Connceller of 
Heaven: weuld you be perſwaded of Gods love 
and -affetion towards-you ? will you know how 
your, caſe ſhall goe at the laſt day 2 wopld you 
know if yourname is written in;the Book of life 2 
it y6u would,why then,know cheway to:obcaine 
it, ceke it of the Spirit of the Lord, for he ſearch- 


eth the chiefe; things of God : confider what. our 


Saviour 


hs 
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Objet. 


 Anſw, 
I, Meanes., 


and give notice tothee of his acceptance, for'the- 


Saviour tels you, Lake 11.12, W by then, muſt 
chis Spiric only certifie the pardon of fin? W hy, 
looke up to keaventhen, and plead thus with him, | 


' Lord, Lama father, and give my childe what hc © 


wants, and if I ſee him:in ned, I releeve him ; } 
why, need thy Spirit, Lord, 1 begi ir, thou haſt 5 
promiſed it, Lord give that Spirit tothe ſoule of 
thy ſervant, and [ctit reſtific to my conſcience, F. 
ther thou art reconciled to me.. F. 
- Buthow ſhall we ger the oy home roa man * » 
in this caſe?- a 
The meanes are two : | 
Thou muſt labour to be ſucha one, to whom 
the Spirit belongs. Labour to be an humble hear- 
red ſinner, and theh the Lord will ſend' his Spirit, 


Lord doth not paſſe over his comfort, or mercie, 
or compaſſion to any ſoule in the world, bur onely 
to thoſe that -are' broken heatted: before 

there is no nietcy for thee thar att fubbome, ns 
compaſſion for thee thatart ſtorrhearted z wouls 
deſt thou have the Spirit make a lye for. rhee, and- 
come from Heaven ro make/a-riew Scripture, 9) 
bring a looſe tybborne' drankard, of »dulrerbr to 
heaven? It wilnot bee ſoit cannot bee ſognever 
thinke tobring the-Spi ir of the Lord: arid make 
him-ſpcake mercy to thee, when jt belongs nobto 


thee, 1 1 Kiyy by .14i7,2 ,&&. Doenotrhinke to com- 6 
plainks withthe'Lord Jefits, at) my the finger i 
FRey{Be Weep i Few te = attd ay, lconfefle ni C 


tebellions are finful, I am ſory for my fins,and wil 
repent meefmy fins: the Spirit wil fay,Come _ 
50% rd 


—_ 
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thou proud wretched hypocrite,doeft thou feigne 
thy ſelfe to be an humble broken hearted finner > 
doe not I know thy reſervations? duenot I know 
thy by-wayes and back- doores ? Come cut thou 
proud wretch and ſturdy hypocrite, I am ſent tg 
thee with heavie tidings, you may cozen man, but 
you cannot deceive God; therefore reyer thinke 
he will give grace and mercy: unto: thee, unlcfle 
thou be fitted for its / 3371 


Be ſure you barken not to your carnall cayils of 2. Meanes, 


reaſon,nor tothe clamours of a corrupt heart; nor 
to the bawlingsof Satan, allwhich ſtop and hin- 
der the teſtimony 'of.the'Spirir, and with ther 
loud cries drownethe voyce of the Spirir, thartit 
canrotbe heard. It is a faſhion amongſt Lawyers, 
at Aſſiſes qr Seflions, when in cheir Courts there 
comes jn.a 'wiſe:jndicious w.tnefſe, and the Law. 
yersplead a bafe caul(e, theyfeare him, and there- 
fore, before he can ſpeak outhis tale, one ſpeaks 


and another ſpeakes, and ſo hinders this that 'kee 


canzot beeunderftood ; then'rhe man ſaith, hee 
came for a witneſſe,and northus to he diſturbed : 
then the Judge commands 'filence, and then hee 
hath liberty toddiſcoverwhat he knowes,and then 
the caſe is cleare ; {o.itis with the ſoule, and car- 
nall reaſon;andche Devill}-'The rrialtis, whethct 
a may hath any intereft in Chtiſt.or no. - Now the 
Spirit of che Lord working graciouſly upon the 
heart, would bring in a faire teſtimony of Gods 
grace tothe ſoule: but when chefoulecommerh 
{0 a faithfull Miniſterito cellhim how God hath 
wrought ppon him, and met wich him, and how 


O 2 he. 


L104. 
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be was burthened with his fins : Oh, ſaith Satan, 
you were barthened with your fins, bur you re- 
turned to them againe zrhcnthe foule ſaith he was 
bumbled for his {1nnes, yct the goodnefle of God 
was neverſealed tolim : aye ſaith Satan, bur you 


continue in your fins ſtil : aye, ſaich the'foule, I 


am veary of theſe ſins; aye,«nd you are weary of 


' labouringavgainſtrhemrooy faith Satan; Thus the 


ſoule is tyred by carnall reaſons, temptations of 
Satan; riow let the evidenceof rhe Spirit bee ne- 
ver fo plajre, he canrot perceive it; be watehfull 


_ thereforein this caſe, if yon heare- what feare, or 


feeling, or ſuſpition ſaith; feeling faith, I find no+ 


thing ; feare faith, it will neyerbe; ſuſpicion ima- 


gineth, I ſhall never ſee thatday : but.now com- 
mand filence to. every one, to feare ſuſpition, fee- 
lng;and unworthineſſe,and ſay;now ſpeake ble 
ſed Spirit, then you will ſee the caſe caſt preſents 
ly; It is faid of 4braham,he conſfidered:not S$arahs 
batren'wornde ; for imagine Abraham had thus 
reaſoned, I:neverhadichilde, 'for:mee to beare 4 
childe, itis againſtnature zſhalta maw that nevey 
begat, beget achi{de'in his.old age? Lwill never 
beleeve it; If hee had done thus, for ought I 
know, though hee had lived:unto this time, hee 
ſhould never have had a childe, bathe never con- 
ſidered of any of theſe things; and therefore the 
Promiſe was accompliſhed. Therefore be ſure not 


_ tohearken what failings, feare and doubr,and cor- 


ruption faith, for they will be ever againſt thee; 
there 13 no mercy from corruption,nogracefrom 
fcare and ſuſpition, -but confider not'your dead 
barren 


God: 
> Butyou will lay, maynot a man conſider of 04je#, 


S—-—— 


/ 
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ardent wretched hearts , but attend upon Gpds 
promiſe, and you ſhall inde Gods Spirit witnefſe 
unto you the acceptance of your perſons before 


his fins,and attend to the corruptions of our owne 
hearts; | '7f hs * | 


[ anſwer, a man may, nay muſt;-ina fit time, Anſw. 


after a right manner, to a good end, for he thatne- 
ver ſeeth his ſins, cannever be humbled forthe, 
bur this confideration only fits us tor mercie, and 
can never get aſſuranceof any. intereſt in mercie; 

The conſideration of obr fins; will givens no- 
tice of. theſe three particulars: 1. It gives us no- 
ticeof our owne vileneſſeand ba{eneſle, the lay- 
ing.ckeſcupon the {oyle, it is: a maine meanes ro 
breake- the heart; and bruife a: filthy ſlubborne 

It gives.us-notice of the'emptineſſe and: infir- 
mity of alloarward parts, and gitts, andimcancs, 
and helpes:to doe usany.good. -. 


| &: 


2 


Fr 11 9/4 70; SALINE: 
Itrwill make ps:fee.the abſolute neceſſity of a 2 


Saviour, and of the great worke of redempr.on, 
which Chriſt hath: wrought for. us.; nay, it will 
drive us out of-.our: ſelves, and force us to fall at 
the foot-ſtoole of: Gods mercy; that-ſo wee: may 
gaine Gods fivour tous; but itis impoſſible that 
the confideration of my ſins, ſhould certifie mee 
of my 41ntereſt in Gods mercy. 


Labour, to'bee informed, and to underſtand: 4- 3. Meanes. 


righe che -language of. che Spirit.'. Looke. as-it.is 
wich a poore man in the Court, a wile witneſſe 
O 3 comes 
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cames inand-ſpeakes plaivly, bur it will doe the 
poore man no good to heare the witneſic, unleſſe 
he underſtand it: fo though we heare the Spirir, 
| and doe nor underſtand the language of the Spi: 
- rit, It 15 as if we never heard it, Now the language 
of the Spirit is nothing elſe bur the cenour of 
thoſe gracions promiſes, which God hath madeto 
ore humbled firners.. Now'it'we be notable ro 
caſt the ſenſe and meaning of the promiſe, it is ; 
like an uncertaine ſound, though the witnefle bee fi 
good and plaine,yer1cannotbe comforted therc= F 
by. 2 Cor.6.16,17. The « the langnaye of the Spj= 
| rit.; Now leta poore humble hearrced ſoule come 
and lay his heart levell to the promiſe, one ſaith, 
it is true, jf it were {o with mee, then God wonld 
be my God; that promiſe is made to them that 
touch no' uncleane thine, bur Iamdefiled with 
fins avd abominartions,and carried aſide by them, 
therefore no ſhare ;inthis promiſe. Now the mea- © 
ning of the teſtimony is miſtaken, the witneſle is 
as good as can be, -and will caſt the cauſe on your 
i fide, but you ufiderſtand notthe meiming of the 
Wi}  - witneſſe, therefore we will ſpell the words, what 
1 151t to touch no uncleane thing, it is not to bee 
lightly acquainted with it; therefore art thou con- 
tent toſne outa bilof divorce toall thy fins, how 
'v ever heretofore thou wert married to them; yet 
N, [now thou act reſolved to bed with themnomores 
un art thou contented God ſhould make: knowne 
| | whatever is amifſe mthy'ſoule, and ſabdne eve- 
_ Tydiſtemper, that is the meaning of the ptomiſe; 
 andif it be thus with thee, the promiſebtlonps to 
—  : - Labour 
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' Labourto keepe the promiſe by you forever, 4. Meaner* © 


and have a readie recourſe thereunto, upon all oc- 


cafions forget not rhe promile, be not a-itranger 
toir, be not unacquainted, be not unaccuſtomed, 
ro have daily trading with the promiſe, wh:ichis 


ſo profitable to us: Prov. 3-3, marke what coun- 


ſell God gives by wiſdome, Let nos mercy and iruth 


forſake thee + mercy andtrach will torſake a man, 
Satanwould plucke them away, bat ſuffer them 
#02, ſaith the T ext, 10 depart fromthy ſoule. 1b 22% 


21, fo the-originall hath it, bave a daily inter» 


courſe to the promiſe, meditate therein,and muſe 
thereupon, ſeethou looke a ready way, and have 


recourſe to the Lordupon all occaſions. 


.. Toperſwade ns to uſe thc(c meanes, is this, be. x; 


cauſe this moſt concernes our good, : if a man had 


all the good things the world could afford, and: 


his hearts defire, if he had friends to reſpet him, 


wealth to enrich him, and honour to'promote : 


I:mz yet if-the Lord ſhobld fend this beavieMeſ- 
ſage into his- conſcience, Gad: will curfe-thoſe 


(eflings, and. dam thy fonke and -perfon';/chat- 


ewes from heaven of Gods indigrativn would 
take,.away ithe :{weerneſſe. of all:rhe eomforts: 
of this/lifez but-þad-a- man good tidibes from 
hcaveny were the: Lord 'pleaſed ro give e 
hisloveand mercic in Jeſus Chriſt: re- would ſap- 


part us ig Whatſoeyer tmiſeries or troablesfhould 


befall us, naygwhetrourowne heurtsand Coofthcys: 
cestollus hard tidinps, xhefrevids rhoahaſtcon- 
micted;\and they will be thyplague,and for this 
thou ſhalt bedamned; and Chen hell; chis is ill 
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5. Motive. 
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newes; but his will beare up a mans hearr, if hee 
can but looke up to heaven,and take good ridings 
and notice of Gods fayour, this will joy and rc- 
freſh a mans ſoule. 

As this moſt concernes ns, ſo Satan is moſt 
cunning to deprive us of theſame, it hee can ſtop 
any intelligence, and take away any evidence of 
Gods love and mercie to the fotile : this 1s that Sa- 
tan labours for ; {or if the heart gers evidence this 
way, and have notice under the hand of the Spi= 
rit, whatlove, what joy, what power and vertue 
will be in theſoule,what courage and undaunted- 
neſfſe will be in the heart, ro walke in the wayes of 
godlineſſe ; then learne from the Devillhimſelfe, 

| helabours to keepe from you what will doe you 
moſt good ; therefore be you as carefull togetthis 
noticeof Godsloveto your ſoules, from the Spi- 
ritin the promiſe, .4s Satanis to hinder you from 
the ſame: £6 5@ | 1 

Inftruction : Hence I conclude, that the poo=- 
reſt /humbled'finner,of the mean. ſt capacity,doth 
know more of ſpirituall truths, concerning grace 
and falvation, and Gods love in Chriſt, than the 
moſt wiſe and learned inthe world thatare not 
hambled.'In a word, tal:e the meaneſt Saint, that 

ever breathedontheearth, and the greateſt ſchol- 


ler for outward parts, and learning , and reach 


and. policie, the meaneſt ignorant -ſoule,, that 
is almoſt a: naturall- foole,, that ſoute knowes 
and underſtands ;more' of 'grace and mercy in 
Chriſt, than all-the wiſeſt and learnedſt in the 
world, than dll-che greateft ſchollers, and: moſt 


pompous 


—_————. 4 
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pompous Cardinals, thefe were never humbled. 
tiow doe I conclude this > why thus ; if Gods fpi- 
ric onely give notice of this fayor to the humble, 
then all or, bee their parts what they willbee, 
God doth not informe them : the hnmble are 
informed, they not inſtructed ; therefore the 
other know! not what they cannot conceive. As 
ſappoſe one dull blocke, and a quicke wit, are 
both ſer to 'one trade, yer if the dullard bad 
an expert [maſter , atid did bear into him the 
$&i11 of the trade, and the quicke fpicit was with a 
maſter that could nortteach him his trade; 'wee 
ſee that the dull blocke is more wiſe in his trade 
than the other : ſoitis here, they have the Lord 
for-cheir maſter. | Of © and 


i Toſhew ns the certainty of the affurance of Pſe 4+ | 


faith, if the ſpirit of God gives notice, and certi- 
fie athing, itmuſt needsbe certaine * and hence 
it is, that the affucance of faith muſt needs bee in- 
fallible , and undeniable, inthoferbat baveiir.' I 
ground it thus; Thar which commeth from theno- 
rice of the ſpirie, is moſt undeniable; bur the aſ- 
ſurance thereof commerh from the notice of the 
ſpiric, that faith is moſt andeniable ; hence com- 
meth thoſe triumphs : 7 know my Redeemey liveth, 
I am perſwaded that neither height, nor depth, ec. ſhall 
be able to ſeparate me from the love of Godin Chriſt, 
"The worke of God upon the anderſtanding, 
we have ſpoken of at large; how wee comerto the 
worke of God apon the aff-&ions : as theunder- 
ſtanding apprehendeth rhe trach of the promiſe; 
fo the heart looketh at the goodneſſe of the pro- 
evo P _ - miles 
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Poarime, 


miſe : Now therefore the Lord, he muſt reach all 
the affetions to come unto the promiſe, and the 
firſt affeion that commerh next in order, is the 
affetion of hope. 
The Dofrine is this, The holy Spirit of the 
Father doth ſtir the heart.ofan hambled and in- 
tightned fioner to hope for the goodneſſe of the 
Lord:The Lord calleth all the affetions ; come 
joy, come defire, come love ; but the firſt voyce' 
15 to hope; only obſerve this paſſage, ir muſt come 
from a heart humbled andinlightned, fornothing 
commneth to the heartto be aftefted, bur onely by 
the head and nnderftandings thercfore before 
the ſoule can hope, the heart muſt bee hambled, 
and inlighened : hambled, in regard of prepara- 
tion, and inlightnedin regard of the certification 
of Gods goodneſſe. = 
Secondly, it muſt be ſtirred ap to doe it; the 
fpirit muſt ſtir up the heart unto it : when a poore 
ſinner 1s truly abaſed,and cut off from every thing 
in himſelfe, and is content tobe ar Gods diſpoſe, 
yet the fonle cannot diſpoſe of itſelfe, it cannot 
carry it ſelfe to the affecting imbracing of any 


 ſupernaturall grace or good by the power of na- 


ture: looke as it is with a wind»mill; it is fitted for 
to goz, and if the winde blow, itwill goe ; but 
now the faile will not ſtirre the mill, unlefle the 
winde ſtirre the faile : So here though the ſoule 
bee humbled and contentto bee at Gods diſpoſe, 
yer I ſay an humble broken ſelfe-denying hearr 
isnot ableto ſtirre of it ſelfe. 
Thirdly, To hope groundedly,it isnot a flaſhy 
: hope, 
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hope, a vaine hope, an idle hope; as the wicked 
men, they hope for grace, they hope for mercy, 
but they haveno ground to beare them up, bur 
the hope of ſuch menwill periſh : but thishope is 
upon good ground; the Lord calleth the ſoule to 
wait upon him, toexpec him, this'is hope which 
will not make a man aſhamed, Rom. 5.5. We have a 
hope as an ancher of the ſoule more ſure and ſleafeſt ; 
Hebr.6.19. this is the nature of hope to ſtand ſtill 
and wait for mercy and ſalvation of God, andto 
looke when the Lord will have mercy upon the 
ſoule, and this grounded hope the ſpirit of God 
muſt ſtirre and worke, or elſe there will neyer be 
any hope: the proofe of the point, Lement. 3. 24. 
The Lord is my portion, ſaith my ſonle, that is all the 
good, and all the comfort I have in heaven and 
earth; he is my portion; life gone,and health gone, 
and friends gone, yetthe Lord is my portion for 
ever and eyer, therefore will I hope in him, there- 
fore the ſoule expeCteth that mercy, looketh af- 
rer it, waiteth forit, Hof. 2. 15.1 will allpre hey 
in che wilderneſſe,and ſpeake comfortably unto her,and 
give her the valley of Achor for the doore of hope : 
therefore the Lord will allure her in the worke of 
humiliation,and did ſpeake comfortably untoher 
1n vocation; thou wanteſt mercy, mercy is pre- 
pared for thee ; thou wanteſt grace, grace is pro- 
vided for thee ; that ſtaggering ſoule of thine 
ſhall be ſtrengrhned, that troubled ſoule ofthine 
ſhall be pacified; and then the ſoule commeth co 
hope, when the heart is cthroughly hambled and 
abaſed, then followeth hope. Now for the fur- 
| P 2 ther 
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foule ſtanderh as It were a tiptoc jcxpetting when 


Ther diſcover yand explication of the point, wee 


willſhew twothings. 

Firſt, the reaſon why after aſoule humbled,and 
the .minde enlightned; the Lord worketh upon 
this affe1ion of hope. Secondly, the manner how 
the Lord ſtirreth up che heart rohope, whar bree- 
deth ir,what fcedeth it, and uponwhat 1c growerh, 
and whatmaintaineth it in the ſoul; und thenthe 
Dodrine will be very cleare. 

Firſt, the order, why the Lord doth proceed in 
the next place to ſtirre uphope. 

+ anſwer, the'reaſon 5s thivs becauſe when the 
Spirir of God hath cnlighrned? the underſtanding; 


and given. evidence, that mercy 1s prepared for 


an humbled ſoule : why (brechren) the firreſt fa- 
culty.of the foule, that: ovght to bee imployed 


rolayhold upon; this, it is the facultie of hope ; 


itisthe maine office of this afteCtion in the heart, 

tolooke and expett for a good to come, for hope 
is nothingelſe,butthar extent ofthe ſoule,wherc= 
by it earneſtly affefteth agood rocome : itmuſt 
be a knowne good and to come that hope expe- 

geth :if the good be preſent, wee love it, and joy 
3n it; but if it be abſent, the ſoule looketh out 
for ir, and waiteth for the lame; it is a fine paſſage 


_ of hope, 1 Phil, 20. according to my earneſt expetta- 


zr0n of bope : hope is a faculty of the ſole tolooke 
outfor mercy; itisa fimilicnde taken from a man 
that looketh after another, and liftcrh op it ſelfe 
as high asbe may to ſeeif any man bee comming 
nearc him, looking wiſhly abourhim, ſohere the 


the 
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the ſoule will come : as the man that is ro meer 
another in ſuch aplace, they doe? ferthe time ap- 
pointed, andthengoerh up to aihighhill,and-loo» 
keth very carneſtly round about him, wondreth 
hecommeth not,aad yet he hopeth hewill come: 
ſo an humbled firiner, when the Lord ſaith, mercy 


is comming towardsthee, mercy is provided for 


thee ; now this affeRtion is ſer outto meet mer- 
cy afarreoff, namely hope; this is the ſtretehing 
out af the-ſoule. O when will it be, Lord Þ rhon 
faiſt metcy is prepared, thou ſaiſt mercy' is ap- 
proaching, the foule ſtanderha tiptoe, Owhen 
will itcome, Lord, As now ſomething that hath a 
ſtrong ſent,a man that hath agood noſe, can ſmel 
a good way off, though it finderh it not, though ic 
feeleth itnot, yet it may,andſaith hope,this finful 

ſonſeof mine, ir may. throagh: Gods mercy bee 


ſandified, this troubled perplexed ſoule of mine, 


It may through Gods mercy be pacified, this evill 
and corruption which harboar in me, and hath ra» 
ken poſleffion of me, irmay through Gods mercy 
be removed. © offi : 055 07 

Now for the ſecond thing, how doth God ftir- 
up the hearcof an hnmbled broken hearted ſinner - 
tohope ? this is worth. a while alittle ro conſider 
of:the groynd to ger and maintaine this hope may- 
be referred rotheſe three heads. 

Firft, the Lord doth ſweetly ſtay the heart,and 
fully perſwade the fon'e that a mans fins arepar- 
double, and charall his finnes may be pardoned, 


and char all the good things he wanreth, they may 


bebeſtowed; this is a great ſuſtainer ofthe foule *. 
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hope is alwayes.of a good to come z now when a 


poore ſinner ſecth his finnes,the number ofthem, 


the narure of them, the vileneſſe of them, the cur- 
ſednefſe of bis fouley that he can take noreſt ; he 


ſcerh no reſt in the creature, nor in himlelfe, 


though he pray aliday, yet he cannor get the par- 


don of one firne : the ſoule 1s out of any expe- 
(tation of pardon or power of mercy in anything 
he hath ordoth; though all meanes, all helpes, 
though all menand angels ſhould joynetogether, 
yet they cannot pardon one finne of his, yet the 
Lordlitterh up his voyce, and he ſaithfrom hea- 


ven, thy ſinnesare pardonable, this is a voyce a 
great way off, thy ſinnes may be pardoned inthe 


Lord Jeſus Chriſt : Looke as a traitour, that doth 
apprehend the anger of the King againſt him, 
and that he is ſent for to beatrached, hreand cry 


3s made after him, the Purſeyant purſueth him ; 
the poore creature flieth from court to countrey, 


from countrey to city, aud ſo to the ſea coaſt, 
ſeeking for ſome ſhelter ; the Purſevant beſerceth 
the ſea coaſt for him, the poore ſoule is now al- 
moſt in deſpaire of mercy from the Prince, hee 


922mg of pardon fromhim ; but when he 


overhearcth a man that faith, in truth you had 
better open the doore, and yeeld your ſelfe to the 
King, thereis hope, the poore foute is much fu- 


ſtained ; Whar, is there yer hope that my offence 


may bee pardoned, will the King receive mee to 
mercy : So when the Lord humbleth rhe ſoule, 
diſcovereth his finnes,” maketh knowne his judge- 
ments,theſe are thy ſinnes that thou _ 

1 1 oo. 
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red, and for them thou ſhalt be plagued;the grear 
judgement of the [great God ſhall come upon 
thee, and the great God whom thou haſt diſho- 
 noured will come againſt thee, and to hell chou 
muſt. Now the poore ſoule ſeerh no hope,-no 
helpe, no. means of ſupply , now-the poore ſoule 
hearcch a yoyce from heaven, there is no hopein 
thy ſelfe, nor in meanes, yet in the Lord Jeſus 


OP Chriſtthy ſinnes are pardonable, thy. ſoule may 


berſaved, thy heart may be quickned:: thar place 
in the Pſalmiſt;. Ler Iſrael hope inthe Lord, for with 
him « plenteows redemption : this upho!deth. and 
ſuſtaineth the heart of Gods ſervant, yer there is 
plenrifull redemption, and this may diſcover it 
{clfe in three particulars... 


: Theinfinicenefſe of Gods power ;' though thy 


ſinnes are many,though the guiltof finne is migh- 
ty and; powerfull ro condemne the ſoule, yer 
when the ſoule apprehendeth an infinireneſſe in 
'the power of the Lord; toover-power all his fins, 
all che guiir of cofruptioh;this lifteth np the hearr 
in ſome expeRation, that the Lord will ſhew fa= 
your unto- a man: though it is'a hard thing ro 


hope when the foule is thus. troabled; can this 


hard heart-be broken, cantheſe finnesbeepardo- 
ned, can this ſouletbee ſaved 2 now commeth in 
the power of God; Godcan pardon them, never 
meaſure the. power of God to that ſhallow con- 
ceitof thine, as Chriſt when he had cold his Dil 
Ciples, itis hard forarichman'itobe ſaved; they 
ſaid, how can any man be ſaved; the Lord:Chrifſt 


ſaith, all. things are poſlible t0:God, though not 
| ro 


pre eg meer om wp oo gee, 
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ro men. $ "and it is faid:of Abraham, hee hoped 
above bope, helocked tothe Lord, tharwas able 
co:doe what hepromiſed, to ſapply what he wan- 
red; he conſidered not thathe had a dead body, - 
bur he conſidered he had 2 living God; not Sarahs 
barren: wombe,” but .che. gracious: goodneffe of 
God,able.tro make. ir fruitfall:; nay hee beleeved 
in the God that can make things that are not : thy 
ſoule is not humbled; the Lord can humble ir; 
thy finnes are not pardoned, theLord can pardon 
chem ; thy foule is not converted, 'the' Lord cari 
convert Ir, though I cannor ſee ir, though man . 
cannot imagine it, yet the Lord can doeir. 

As the infinirenefſe of Gods power, fo the free- 
nefle of his grace and promiſe, that is a thing that 
marvellonfly rakerh up thehearr; and maketh it 
, hope, for wee are'ready naturally to' expect no 
kindnefſe. from God ; the Lord isable to doe ir, 
that is true, bur I am unworthy ; the Lord will 
' nat.bee wanting to them chav can defre it, butT 

am wanting : now here 'is comfort, the Lord will 
nor ſell his mercy, his mercy-is not tobe merited, 
Iris nottobee diſcovered, it is to bee given, and 
to bee beſtowed :  Mealach. 79,18; Whois a 
| like nnto-bur God'y we'fay, Oh if Teould pleaſe 
God, if I could walke with God : nay, brit God 
fach mercy pleaſerh him, and-rhat placein Eſzy, 

wy owne' Name ſake will doe this, not for th 


bes 50g r for ny owne ſake, not for thy obeditnce 


fate. thists certaine, as: there isnoworke in any 
poore creature can diſcover: any mercy from God, 
» vemndl isno wickednefſc in the heartofa ſinner, 

| that 
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thatcan hinder the Lord, whenh hee will bw 
graceandmercy:m Jetus: Chriſt. { 03 (5! 

| Burche worldiwill fay;Then'a WS: tmay Ive as 
he lit, anddoe whathe will, it grace befree, 

- No; no;t.eLord will pull downe thy-proud 
hearr; and lay thcein theduſts che Lord will abaſe 
thee aad humble thee, befare thon' ſheeevccive 
any mercy from lsirrly hee can'ns welt fit thee fof 
mErcys as beſtow itmponthee;- -* * 

| The abundance of the riches of Gods cook 
neſle; thar' exceedeth all'the baſeneſle: and viles 
nefſe:of min: ;:chough:rhouhaft'finjicd agiinſt 
heaven,andtheLord in heaven, yer there is mer- 
cy above the heaven :' bee thy finnes and rebeMi- 


0bjee, 


Anſw. 


ons for-the nature of them, for the number of. 


them, forthe continuance of them.-never {6 hai+ 
cons, yerthey. may bee pardoned.” flerethe ſoule 
faith, M, fins are. ſomany, ſogrear; of ſach a na- 
ture , whar; ſhall Tbeg mercy, and oppoſe ir? ſhall 
I defire grace, and'reſs{bit? pacing place clearly 
ſhewerhy Row, 5.'20.4F-ere | 
ſuperabaurid:d ; hee ic rhe'8; 
a of all conſolation; Tam-'2. _ as the holy 
Ghoſt faith, »ercy triumphiaboye juſtice : jaſtice 
cannorbee ſo ſelere. to revenge thee,'as mercy is 
grarious to doe good untorhee; if thy fines be 
never ſo many, Gods juftice never ſo oreit, yet 
mercy is above all thy'(innes, aboye all thy rebel. 
lions z this may-ſipport the :ſoule; So then you 
have the fiſt: ground tO; Nirre Up hopes thy-ſin nes 
are pardonable,rhjs ispoſſible"Wharehy firnes 
be, it skilleth not 5 what thyinjquities be,it mo r- 
Q tereth 
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it, ſo that the ſoule is deeply; affeted withir: | 
. marke this, theres yet'a farther dint, aſetling, Þ 


rereth not ; thereis more mercy in God, than fin 
in thee, to pardon ; more power in God to ſhew 
mercy to. thee, than power inſin todeſtroy the. 
The Lorddoth ſiveetly perfwadethe ſoulethar 
all his finnes ſhall be pardaned : the Lord maketh 
thisappeare, and perſwadeth rhe heart of his; that 
he incendeth mercy z that Chriſt hath procured 
pardon for the {oule of a broken hearted ſinner in 
ſpeciall, and chat it cannotbur come unto.it.' So 
that hops commeth to bee affured, and certainly 
meadel to looke out, knowing it ſhall beeac. 
compliſbed : the former only ſaſtained the heir, 
and provoked it to looke for mercy, but this com 
forteth the ſoule, that undoubtedly it ſhall have 
mercy. The Lord Jeſus Chriſt came to feeke and 
to ſave that which was loſt , he came for this pur« 
poſe, it was the ſcope of his comming : now ſaith : 
the broken and humble ſinner? 1 am loſt, 'did - 


Chrift come to ſave ſinners? Chriſt muſt faile of 
his ead, qr I of my comfort. Gad ſaith, Come un- 
#0 me all you that are weary and heavy laden; Tam { 
weary, unlefſe the Lord intended good unto-me, : 
why ſhould he invite me and bid me for to come? 
ſarely he\meaneth to ſhew mercy tome, nay hee 
—emikrk toreleeve me, when come therefore 
he will doe good unto me; EE 2193154 

— The Lord lettcth- in ſome relliſh and taſte of 
the ſ{weetnefle of his love, ſome ſent and favour of 


and anafſured kinde of faſtning of thegood unto 
the ſoule, ſorhatthe heart isdeeply affeftedwirh 
Te. aps ir, 
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it, and carried mightily ygto ir, thatit cannot bee 
ſevered." It is the letring 1n the riches of his love 
that turneth the expeRation'of the foule- another 
way, it overſhadowetff all outward good. Looke 
as the covetous man is upearly to contrive his ri- 
ches, the ambitious man his honour : now Gods 
letting into- thg' ſoule the ſweerneſſe of his grace, 
doth rarne'the whole ſtreame of the foule thi- 
therward- 4 00) Of 

It is areproofe, and meeteth with two things 
in wicked catyall perſons: Firſt, thoſe that will 
caſt off all hope in point ofdeſperarion: Second- 
ly, againſt thoſe that will doe nothing, bur hope 
without ground'; and that is preſumption : both 
are here to be reproved and condemned. 
 Ifthe Lordſtirrethup the heart of his to hope 
proundedly for his mercy; Oh then take heed of 
that fearefull and unconceiveable finne of de= 
ſpaire :deſpairewee muſt in onr ſelves, and that 
is g00d; bur this deſpaire which wee tow ſpeake 
of is marvellons hainous in the eyes of God, and 
marvellous hurtfull to thy owne ſoule : therefore 
take heed of it, for ever Tiay Chis ſin of defpairc, 
when a man caſteth away all hope, cafteth away 
all carnall confidence. This thou muſt doe, and 
yerthon muſt hope, ler Iſrael hope in the Lord, 
for in the Lord &c. O the Lordraketh this very 
11] at our bands, tl: ou goeſt to the deepe dungeon 


_ of thycorruption, and there thou ſailt, theſe fins 


can never be pardoned ;\I am ſtill proudand more 


ſtubborne: this diſtrefſe God ſeeth nor, God ſac- 
_ coureth not, his hand cannot reach, his mercy 
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cannot-fave; now marke whatithe: Prophet -Eſap 
faith! to; ſuch 8; perplexed jſouſe,]; hy [arff- 1hox 
thy way 1Hig-from the L014 he Lord faith; why 
ſaiſk tbo 3 ſo 'the young mas. ſhall faint and bee 
weary. but they that-wait vpun the Lord ſhall re- 
nue their ſtrength: is' any thing t60 bard for the 
Lord? nay\bſay you,wreng Goil excecdinply.,you 
thinke it-is a matter -af humility; you count ſo 
vilely of your felves : can God pardon finneto 
ſuch unworthy: creatures ? -marke-that place of 
the Phalmift, they ſpake againſt che Lard, Canthe 
Lord prepare aiteble inithemilesrnee They ſpake 
not apainſbrhetnſe{ves, but again God ; ſo-wee 
ſpeake againſt God; and:icharge God-bimfelfe * jp 
is true, ſaith the ſoule, Ianaſſes-was pardoned ; it 
is true, Pan! was converted: i£.istnre;Godsſainrs 
have beene received” to. mercy, Dutt can my finne 
be pardoned? canmy ſoule-be quickned,2:No,no, 
my ſinnes are'greater than can be forgiven, ſaith 
the deſpairing foule : then mee thinketh.Satan is 
ſtronger. to overthrow [thee, than. Gad): to ſaye 
thee : then it feemeth ſinne is ſtronger to-con- 
demne thee, than God to dos good unto thee ; 
and thus you-make God tobe noGod vpon point, 
nay.you make him tobe weaker than ſinne, than 
tell, than the devill: ' And this is moſtanjurious 
to God, to make the power of 'ſinne greater to 


- . condemne thee, than the power of God to ſave 


 twhatcanyon doe more againſt the'Lord ? 'Is-nor 


thee : tromake the power of Satan ſtronger to ru- | 
inatethee, than che: mercy of God to releeve and 
fuccour. thee; - and'what can;you ſay more? and 


this 
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this to make God an underling to:Saran, and to 
ſinne 2: this is to ſay, the Almightineſſe of God is 
weaker than the weakneſle of finne : the- Suſhi» 
ency of God is- weaker than'the malice of Satan, 
Iris rrae, apovre humble ſinner many times will 
make bitter complaints this way, and they thinke 
they. ſpeake againſt themſelves: No, no, they 
ſpeake againſt the Lord: they ſpake againſt God, 
when they ſaid,Canthe Lord prepare atable in the 
wilderncſſe.; So you that ſpeake in this defperate 
manner, why truth Lord, this proud heart will 
never. bee humbled : if- any. thing would have 
wrought, it would bave beene done. before this 
day, How many ſermons, how many mercies, 
how. many jadgements, how many prayers? and 
yer this proud heart, this ſtubborne heart, will. 
noiberetormed ;you-thinke you ſpeake againſt 
your ſelves now ; no, no, you {pcake againſt the 
Lord,;and brethren thinke much of this;thou that 
think(t ſo, that ſaiſt ſo, that. concludeft fo; this is 
one of the greateſt ſinnes thou committeſt, to 
lay thy finnes cannot be forgiven-thee,. + 
Secondly, This finne of deſperation, as it is 
moſt injurious to Gad ;; ſoin the ſecond place, it 
Is extraordinary dangerous to thy owne fonle : Fc 
1sthat which rakerh up the bridge, and curterh - 
off all paſſages: ard chere can no ſpiricuall com- 
fort and conſolation come into tle.poore ſoule 
ofa poore ſinger: Lu. 3.15. Every ditch muſt be £uk 3.15. 
filled, and then all fleſh ſhall fee the ſalvation of 
the Lord :. what are theſe direhes ? why,notliing 
elſc but thoſe deepe gults and dicches of deſpaire, 
Q 3 and 
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and unlefſe theſe bee filled, no man caii ſee the 


Lord Jeſas Chriſt. T1 a word,my brethren, ſuffer | 


me toopen my ſelfe z the truth is, this deſpaire of 
the ſoule is. that which cutterh the finewes of all 
mans comfort, and taketh off the power and edge 
ofallthe meanes of grace: ir daunteth all a mans 
endevours, nay it plucketh up a mans endeyours 
as it were quite by the rootes : for that which 
a man deſpaireth off, hee will never labour at. 
ter. Itis here as with a man in pangsof death, 


unto ſuch a manall means are unavailable for his ' 


good, his bed will noteaſe him, meat will not re« 
freſh him, chafing will not revive; atthe laſt, we 
ſay he is gone;he is a dead man:friends leave him, 
Phyfitians leave him, they may goe and pray for 
him, and mourne for him, butthey cannot rcco- 
verhim, So this deſpaireof ſoule maketh aman 
caſt off all hope, and lie downe in a forlorne con« 
dition, expeCting no good tocome : alas, faith a 
man, what skilleth for a man to pray? what pro« 
fiteth a man to read? whart benefit in all the means 
of grace? the truthof it is, the Kone is rolledu 
on me, [and my condemnation ſealed for ever : it 
is ſure in heaven, and therefore I will never looke 
after Chriſt, grace, and ſalvation any more, and 
preſſe the means to him : lethim come to heare 
the Word, marke low he caſteth off all the bene=- 
fit; it was marvellous ſeaſonable and profitable, 
It was the good Word of the Lord, very com- 
fortable unto ſuch as have any ſhare therein, 
Why may not you expe& good? why may not 
you receive benefit therefrom ? why, no,ſaith the 
ſoule, 


* 


ACS 


2 


The SoulereffeBuall calling to Chriſt, 


EI 


 ——_ 


123 


ſoule, the time ofgrace is paſt, theday is gone, 


and thus the ſoule finkerh in it ſelfe ; if Chriſti- 
ans would pray for him, and Miniſters would la- 
bour to doe him good, why hee biddeth them 
fpare their labour, for hell is his portion, and his 


condemnation is ſealed in heaven-: ſee now and. 


conſider what deſperate danger of deſpaire brin- 
geth toa poore heart, and maketh him tobe be- 
yond the reach of mercie, that no»-meancs can 
come at him. Ic is a pretty paſlage of David, 
Pſal.77.7. Will the Lond caft me off ever? and will he 


 ſhew no favor? I laid this ismy infirmitie, faith the 


—_— word inthe original, this 1s my ſicknee, as 
who ſhould ſay, this would be my death, whar, 
mercie gone for ever? then my life is gone, then is all 
my comfortand allmy hope gone, therefore take 
heed of this, it raketh off the edge of our ende- 
vours,% Gods ordinances that might do us good. 
Secondly, it repraveth and marvellonſly con- 
demaerh that great finne of prefumprion,a finne 
more frequent, and if poſſible may be, more dan- 
gerous ; the preſumption of carnall hypocrites 
that boulſter up themſelves with marvellous 
boldnefſe in their courſe ; I beſeech- you obſerve 
it,itis true here, as they faid, Saul hath ſlaine his 
thouſands, but Dawidhis ten thouſands : deſpaire 
hath ſlaine his: chonſands, bar preſumption his 
ten thouſands : that men may ſweare,and lye, and 
couſen, and breakeal{ commands, and yerhope 
to-beſaved, yet they hope grace will fave them 4 
they reſiſt grace, yet hope Jeſus Chriſt will 
ſhew mercieuntothem, they oppoſe Chriſt, this 
is 
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is that \which, I ſay, bath flaine many thouſand 
foulesamongſt us, and they are fewrhathave nor 
ſplit at thisrocke \rherefore,L lay, this ferverhes - 
reprove the baſeneſſe, thevitenefſe of ixchHypo« 
crites that boaſt themſelves, and compare their 
hopes with tt e' hopes of the Saints: 1c. is rrue, 
fay they, I cannot walke{ofreely, Icannotrepear 
a Sermon, I want thoſe parts thar they thave,-I: 
walke not ſocuriouſly, yer T hope'to be favedas 
well asthey : this is that which hathſhine many 
chouſands of ſoules that now ate roaring inhell,. 
and they may thanke/preſumprion for ir. : Now 
chis hope is not the bope of rhe Saints; the hope 
ot the Saints is a grounded hope, but rhe ſe hopes 
meerely hang upon ſome idle pleas and fooliſh 
pretences, and fome carnall reaſons: but I tell 
you they will fall, and cheir hopes: will ſtake,and 


they into the botromelefle pit before-they bee 


aware: it is the command and counſell of Perer, 
That every man ſhould be ready to give a reaſon of his 
faith and hope that «in biz; thereforelerps ſce the 
reaſons that carry you, rhe arguments thae/per- 
ſwade you to theſe groundlefle and foolih hopes; 
you hope tobe fayed, and yuu hope to goto her 
ven, and you hope to ſte the face of God with 
comfort : ler us ſee the ground for theſe hupes.of 
yours, good hope hath good reaſons, grounded 
hope grounded reaſgns; you ſay, you hope tobe 
ſaved, -and have no reaſon for it; it isa, foolſh 
hope, 'an unreaſonable hope, the'grounds theres 
fore of Hypocrites are mainly five: - - | 1 5. 
The ignorant poore filly man, he pleadeth he 
I can 
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can thinke ir, hee cannar, conceive ic, tha Gad 
hath created any man for rodamnehim; ſure the 
Lord :js' more: mercifull. chan'ifo, -and-,chcrefore 


though webe (infoll, aid bate,and-antoward, yer 


che Lord will not -damne us: I af (wer ctheretore, 
it is true indeed, God did never preſerve men for 


this ame end tharthe might:damne:themz though 


itis asrrue, {hee chat. made men, hee will damne 
moſt of men jn hell for their fxnnes- commirred 


'againit btn ; Narrow "us the gate; and flraic is the 


way that leaderh unto-life, few there be tbat finde it « 


+s'this the argument of thy hoge2masile the folly, 
andoblerve the weakneflt ohir : thcreation betta 


good argument, / then all:the .damngd;-ſheuld 
come out of: hell andbe delivered:;-nay by-this 


Teaſon-theDevillhimſcife ſhould be'ſavedzithey 


arenawinhell;:they weredreatadas wellas you 
ignorant Glly. creatures;; thinks akghefe things 
how. your hope will ſhatter and''breake -tinder 


you, and youu with them will fall together into 


the bottonleſſepit; 2ſa.57.u Seeahow the Lord 
bripgeththis argument and confureth it, it js.4 
people that hath no underſtanding, therefore be 
chat made them will not ſave them, he that created 
themwill ſhew them no mercy,the text faich, the 
Lord faith from-heaven, though: hee made thee, 
he will not ſhew thee mercie, if thon continue to 
be wicked and rcbellious. 55 arÞ4ri6 ic 
Another groweth in hope,that God will hew 
mercie unto himin regard of Gods favourable 
dealing with him in things of this life; and: 
Githand pretendeth great thankfainsflt for Gods 
We goodnelle, 
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M— Meg and hee praiſerhihe Lord hee-never 
wanted any thing,--this lot'is:fallen-into a- good 
proud, andithereforehoidoobeerhnon; bur that 
God; xlto-hathibtenehis God from his: youth will 
Have him; and ſhew-mercie unto. :his fote, this 
is rhe- ſeo. ground; and iris. a-poore-feeblc 
ground ro fiipportitheſouts iniſuocts a caſas this; 
Tanfwertherefare;chonarrdeceived, rhoatakeſt 
that: foran argument of Gods love: and mercy, 
which rather may-bce an argument of: Gods [tai 
tred and indignation: Pſakg2ir2, The wicked flous 
riſb,Ta' thehecext, thena man may. ſay, they: with 
all r6teaven -they! will all befavedif they fo pro« 
tper here, r6.\faith the texr,: they flouriſh char 
they may be- deſtroyed, and periſhfor ever, the 
oxe'is farted for the flaughter,ſoir 3s. here; thou 
arrfatredherexhowhaſtmorethaiihhearreande- 
fire, thyelpoarefall; and:hyTable wellipread, 
thy: 'breaſts fulliof milke; and thy bones full of 
marrow, | iris chat-chou: mighreſt bce deſtroyed; 
Pſal. ris; Profpericie. deſttoyecteithe foule pr 
” like-p Mong like ratsbanez/'nowi would any 
mariſay- this, Tacha main ismoſblikero live, be: 
cauſehe' carerh moſtpoiſon2 nay rather thecon- 
trarie,ſoproſperitiemecting with aſinfull with q 
oauphtie evie/ ic ispoiſan co himgthe rextrellech 
you; When Hamen was invited, \irwasthat-hee 
might be accuſcd; the trath'is, "theſe men of the 
ru ny Roper intiislife.Imeanefor honour, and 
andreſpe&, andpr rcterment;: many of 
Ha "are med of the leaſt hope for[hiaven.”i! > | 
-tOthert becauſe they: have felcithe' heavie hand 


£ 
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 otGqd;many:forrowes; manyineakneſkes, many. 
froubles:ir) thejr-eobrie;'mabyribfſes:in!:them 
eſtare,chzſc:ftadyerh ppth-incomfbres; and-upon 
theſe Lacey cheybuild theirlhopesg-1. have had 
my helm this life;andEhope-to have heaverin 
the: warld:'to cbme 5141 hopeotheworſt 4s; overs 
bow Lhave beenercioubledinthis' world; hops 
I ballbe comforced:in; another; world;!and here 
15 the ground of. your:hopes:: I beſeech you con» 
ſider whatT anſwer, fay rhis, all the grievances, 
trouble; ſorrow, lickneftes,bethey whar they witl 
beginlefle thy heart be humbled by them, ualeſfe 

tEowbee' brought unto-rhe Lord Jefas Chriſt by 
them; they are:ſotarrefrom beingan atgument 
of grace and ſalvation upto-rhee; char they.are 
harbingers of- thoſe everlaſting torments; you 
ſhalliendare in: helk;! Sodome! and; Gobmorrah 
they burnt'in brimſtone, and -chey thall burne in 
hell ; aman would have faid they had: gheir. hell 
here, and therefore rhey:ſhouldnot haverit;hereq 
afcer; why? thetextfaich they ſilffered yengeance 
oferernall fire; why, brethren ;Fbeſtech youroby 
ſerveit,willany-man reaſon thus;lugh-amanbath 
had che earneſt of the bargai ne, andcherefpre he 
ſhallgothave thobargainezwillanymanſoy thusg 
hee that jv.atrached, arraighed,condemned, ſhall 
nothe hanged? nay Tather he that hath the car- | 
neſt ſhall have the bargaine, he chac now-is accu+ 
led,condemined (ball now behangeddohersi,y 

- Others beare itheir hopes; ard cluſteine Os 

hearts upbn the. priyleges thar-Ged: beſtgwye 
Upon: tlietn, and che. meanes. they hayg,. nk 


The Tons effeAnall calling) to FORTY 


" regard of 'the'duries they doe ditcharpe 'atd 
thouphy they thinke they have! faite hopes'and 
great hopesof heaven, why; ſay they, 'Gad will 
powre-downe- his wrath. upon: thofe that know 


> hot God, and that call:not upon his name, bur 


what doe! or mateofus, are wehearhen,are nor 
we Chriftians;have not wee beene baptized, and 
the Lord hath inabled us-to doe ſomerhing, wee 
callupon his name, -and ſeeke him by faſting and 
ayer; and therefore he that hath r Hoe ſo cry 
Fo us;endhath done ſo muchto'ivs, ſarxc hee will 
give us heaven: Laniwer, that: this! bottome is. 
not ſufficientrd beare up "this hope, all-the pris 
vilegesthouwhaſt,all che meanes, ordinances'thou 
enjoyelt; unleſſe rhy heart be Itymbledy and rhy 
foule broughtto Chriſt; all cheſe will-fall under 
thee, and thou wilrgoeto hel;#0m, 2.48, He is 
gol a Jew thatis a Jew ourwardly,the Jewes they 
beggar this; they were circumciſed, and the 
Heathen: were'not circumciſed; they were the 
" ab aham.burthe Heathen were tlot's Pau | 
h allthis; He nora] Jewychur:isaJew ours 
manly y4'thy: bepriſme, thy praying, and thy bs 
Ke no profirbythem,y no comfort-in 
thew T{Freoy nineine: 2 wicked life,-and a 
Zabphty heart; therefore thiSwith nor lerve the 
earQe you know it, and the Scripture ſpeakerh ir, 
Indas an Apoſtle, Tudgds called by Chriſt, he ſie 
it tr Saviour, and dipped his hand m the 
ae Hetwabla Povilt then; an is withrhe De- 
' heGootiſh: virgins 'hady tritmiprofeſ 
Aer we as tho-othery , how profollt, and 


7 | heareſt, 
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heareſt,and prayeſtzt hou will lye roo, and couſen. 


r00,and ſweare toogthou art naught,and this bot- 
tome will never beare, thee,up,-/; 1; 

When they ſee all this wiil-come: to nothing, 
then they makea fhift to plead mercy, and-they 


hope that willtand then in ſtead, and doe them 
good, when nathing elfe will, and therefore you -- 


ſhall heare carnall wicked men.contefſe them- 
ſelves naught, their ſinnes many, and they vile, 


but there 13 mercie enough in God to releeve - 


them, and they hope thar will fave them, Bre= 


thren, 1 conf fſe mercie is able to fave thee, and. 


if thy hope-can lay hold upon jt,it willfave thee, 
If thou be ſo within the reach of mercie,mercie is 
able to ſave thee, and will ſave many: other be- 
ſides;bur thou art not capable of this mercie, thou 
artnot within the-roome and compaſſe of mexcie, 


what availeth itto talke,and ſpcake and hope-for 


mercie, and ro-ſce a- great dcale of mercie in 
Chriſt, a great deale of. merit in Chriſt, a great 
deale of. yertae in Chriſt, able to ſave thee and a 


thouſand more, and yet thou notin the:compaſie 


of: merci, not C apable of mer Cie, bur:fi takelt- 1 
thy owne fannes, before thon; getteſt any mercie 
from God, Xa::27. 11. hee that made then will 
have.no:mercienpon them, as who ſhould (ay, ir 


is true, here is abundance of mercie,. mercie - 


enough, mercic that ſaved a poorc cempany of 
_ poore- Jewes ; that crucified the -Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt 3; tnercie' chat ſaved: Powl..a perſecurours 
Mangfſes am Idolater, but I will ſhew-no.mergin 
antothee, he ithdtconfeiRtth and forfikerh bis 
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finnes, (ball-finde mercie; mercie ic owneth.t thoſe, 
mercie doth good unto thoſe, bur unto thee char 
loveſt thy ſinnes, 'that ' erhbraceſt" thy -finnes, | 
that hide &thy ſinnes:the text faich it;rhou (halr 
never finde mercie, dekade thy (elfe thou mayft, 
but thou-never ſhale have mMercie ;' Lyke- 14. 24+ 
there was a marrizge made, and a rich martiage 
feaſt; cnovgh 16 have fed manythouſands, bur 
thoſe that were biddcn did notcome, they-ſhall 
not ſo much as taſte of them,they fhall have none 
of-chemyſo there are ſweet comforts, ſtrong:car- 
ſolations admirable refreſhings, ableto ſuſtairea 
thouſand ſoules, bur you that would keepe your 
{innes,and haverhe pride of your hearts, but you 
that me it ont with che world, and-will nor 
yeeld to! the authoritie of the eruth, 'heare what 
the Lord faith from heaven, he that is the God of 
comforr,thou ſhale never be comforecd ,\he:that 
is the Anthour of ſalvation faith it, thou ſhale 
_ neverbe ſaved, thon ſhalc never have a crum of 
_ thele dainties, nor a drop of. theſe ſweet: wines 
of- —_—_— conſolation 2 what. a world:now of 
men-are iſhut our 'by*theſe rrials, that are found 
guiley of ctheſe particulars, yen, poore ignorant 
creatures, doe not many- of you Hfr-up- your 
heads fall high,and many'a poore: preſumpruous 
hypoctite- bears ap "themſelves upon -rotten 
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Objea, bones? but T tell 5ou, whenyou come to the day 


_ of jadgem.nr, all his will faile you ;'but you will 
fay in-che former aſe, youiJaboured us frota 
ddfpait<nd iitouraged us to hopezand yernow 


youtike wry allonr hopes, why'ifacicher crea- 
9146 .tion 


OI 4 Py _ 49 


—_— 


The Soules eff: Auall calling rs Chriſte 


_— . 


ICIS COLONIES at. act 


rion may-comforr ns, northe enc: 
kinde dealing with us may 1ncourage us, northe 
xitions that wee have endured m this world, 
nor the privileges that we have enjoyed, nor the 
mercie of themſelves may give us any hopeto- re- 
ceive mercie, why' then ic ſeemeth you would 
have us deſpaireand caſt away all hope of any 
good? * "1950 9 on 
The trathts,as I muſt not-make the way broa+ 
der than it is, fo 1 muſt not: make it nartower 
than-Tought, therefore know thefe two things : / 
As long as thon retaineſt -arid{keepeſt a'Prond; 
{tubborne; unconverted heart, there is no hope in 
heaven or cartÞ,that God'ſhonld ever ſhew mercy 
n2tothee,and fayerharhard;ſtonie, impenitenr, 
unbeleeving heart of thine, unlefſe thoir thinkeſt, 
that'God will-bring-al} thy pride, all thy Tooſe- 


nefle, and (infall delights unto heaven; God carts 


not ſhew thee. mercie unlefle he will deny him- 
ſelfe, and croſſe his holinefle ; follow peate atid 
Halineſſe, withourwhich ina man ſhall {ce G6d; 
Godtaketh a corporall oathof ir, an unbeleeving 
man-thut liveth under grace deſpiſtnig itand con< 
temning it,God takerhan oath he ſhall-neyer'be 
ſaved; now the oath of:God ſhall ever Nand: 
there betwb' immutable ings,namely, him{CIfe 
and his oath;himſelfe cannot be changed, hisoith 
cannot he broken; now the Lord ſweareth, dich 
-amanſhall notenter into his reſt,*aman may be 


favedithat-canrior keepe the law fully-of- him: 


felfe,bur:aman cannor be ſavedithat'will not 
humble:his foule before.che Lord;! and receive 


mercte ]. 


experience of Gods | 


Anſwer, < 


. 
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..mercy from him; and hence Epbeſ. 2.12, Without 
A . God,, without Chriſt, withoat hope z 4he Loxd hath 
LY | f- ſaid, tbe Lord hath ſworne it, that an unbelceving, 
A | an unrepenting ſinner, ſhall never come unto heaven: 
- hecannot fave thy ſoule, untilihe hath humbled 
: thy ſoule , hee cannot fave thygfpule, as long as. 
[| thoureraineſt an unbeleevingtoule.  - | : 


1 EN. 
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|: 2 This js that which you muſt rake notice of, that 
L may let in alittle creviſe of comfort to every 
naturall man ; that I may ſer open a peepe-hole 
of mercy z know therefore this, chat rhough,the 
ll; - Lord will not,nayfhe Lord according tohis oath 
'8 cannot faye a continuing unbeleever ; yet here is 
Ti _ allthe hope thou haſt, and blefle Gad for it, and 
i BS is bee thankfall that rhon haſt 3c 5 thongh whileft 
ki thon-artanundeleevingereature, thoucanſthave 

| no mercy from God, yet Godican make thee a 


1887 | beleever : he can breake that heart, hecan make 
|, thee good; therefore Ifay, blefſe God, that thou 
2 4 - art yet-inthe land of the living, and fay., good 
1'n. \ Lord, this is mercy, that Lam onthis ſide helliz if 


I hid died, I had as certainly gone to hell-asthe 
.coat upon my backe : hath nor the Lord faidir, 
did notthe Miniſter ſpeake it, and the Word re- 
yeale its. that as long as I hada-proud, naughty, 
ftubborne, wretched heart, I ſhould gever finde 
mercy, umleſſe I ſhonld thinke that God would 
make new Scriptures, tarne the courſe of his pro- 
vidence tofave a company of baſe wretched crea- 
tures.” Oh my brethren, you thatare-yet' inthe 
gall of birrerneſſe, and bond of iniquiry.; proud 
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F . before, and proud Rill, that live and lic.in:your 
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- finnes, I ſay, every morning, ard every evening, 


- Godgiven me this hope,this liberty, and chat my 
lif- is continued, why now teſtirre your {elves to 


get mercy. Ibeſcech you thinkeo. it, if you be 


not wrought :pon+by the Word, if Heaven and 
Earch ſhould meet toget};er to fave thee, andan 


Angell from Heaven would fpeake comtort unto 


thee, all would faile : therefore you ſee by this 
time in what caſe rhele are ; goe alideand mourn 
for your ſelves and neighbours; this fay, if yo: 


- will continue proud and wicked, there is nohope 


for you, all the hop? is this, you are yet alive, 


the Lord may humblethat heart, hee mayenligh- 


tzn your eyes, he may worke uponthy ſcule, elſc 
there isno mercy for thee... '., ws 


be content to heare that. 1 beſeech you therefore 


Itisan uſe of conſolation, and I hope you wilty; 2. 


roobſerve whar I fay, take notice here, that every 
poore broken hearted finner may rake ſome 


ground here 10 ſtay his ſoule, thongh much dif- 


quiered, though exceedingly perplexed : when 


the ſoule ſeemeth tobe aloofe off from the Lord, - 


when the Lord doth not ſhine abroad the fhyeer- 


nefſe of his mercy upon the ſoule, wh:n the Lord 


wichdraweth' himſclfe and his grace in aſſiſting 


2nd comforting his Saifts, when thou haſt no 
ſenſe, nofeeling, thou canſt nor beeperſivided 
of it,or.thy heart beleeveir; canſt thow bur looke 
uptoGod.and hope,l fay thy condition is good!? 
_ thou art a good ſ{choller in the Kingdome of the 
Lord Jchus, Efiy. 40418. Ts waitesh wpon 


bis 


LY 
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Text faith, Bleſſed & every man that waiteth upon 


the Lord + he doth not ſay, blefſed 18 the man that 


hath ſenſe of Gods favour, bleſſed is the man that 
hath aflurance of- Gods.mercy, but vleſſed i tht 
man that waiteth ypon the Lord: thou ſaiſt thon 
canſt not doe this, and thou canſt not doe thar; 
Iſay if thou canſt but wait and hopefor the mercy 
of the Lord, I ſay thou arr a rich Chriftian : it a 


man hath many reverfions, though he hath theaz 


not for the preſent, men that judge of his eſtate, 


will not judge him for his preſenr eſtate, but for 
hisrever(ions which-hce ſhall; have : haply rhow:. 
haſt.nor for the preſent the ſenſe and feeling of 

_ the. afſyrance of Gods love , away wyh thar fee» 


ling, doe not dotc upon-ic, thou haſt reverſions of 
old leaſes, ancient mercies, old *compaſiions,. 
fachas have beene reſerved from the beginning of 
the, world,and know thou haſt afaire inheritance: 
this is obſervable ; Kom.8 28. We are ſaved by hope: 
now hope that 6; ſcene,us no hope « for whyſhould-a man 
hoge for that which a man bath # wee are ſaved 
through hope ; now if fou would have hcp= tobe 
ſeene, you have no hope in concloſfion; though 
thou haſt-jrnot inthy eye, yer if thou doſt hope, 
it is enough, that hope will fave thy-ſoule. It is the 
folly of our finfull proud hearts, that ſometimes 


- In the ſenſe of our owne ſinnes and fight of uy 
: aka unworthineſle, we almoſt diſdai neto loo!. e 


upon what God hath done forus, and we-conli- 
der,notthe kindnefle of the Lord. That place in 
the Pſalwift, The exe of the Lord it upon them that 


are 


—_ 
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feare him, and wait for bim; it isthe wretcheddi-. 


{temper of the ſoule : we canfall our with heaven 
and ourſelves, becauſe we cannot have what we 
would,nay we quarrell againſt tbe means of grace: 
what availe meanesahd helpes as long as I haye 
ſuch a ſtubborne;'nwghty heart” Pſa). 174. 4. 
The Lord taketh pleaſure in thoſe that feare him, and 
wait for his mercy : alas brethren, out ofthe pride 


of your owne ſpirits, you fall our with God and 
your ſelves, an ſo deprive your ſelves of this 


- comfort. | 

But you will fay, were my hopes of the right 
ftampe, and of theTight coyne,thena man mighe 
comfort himſelfe therein: chongh he wanted the 
ſenſe of Gads love, andthe aflurance of his mercy: 
bur chere are many falſe hopes, flaſhy hopes,leane 
hopes; how fhall a min know that his hope is 
found and-good, and will comfort him ? 

You may krow itby theſe foure particulars, 
The fiſt is this, a grounded hope, it hath a 
peculiar ccrtaiaty n it, irdoth bring homeunto 
the ſonle in ſpeciall manner the goodneſſe of 
God, and the riches of his love in Jeſus Chriſt : 
this ſame grounded hope doth not ſtand npoa 
Ifs and Ands,but tcſaich,it muſt benndoubredly, 
It muſt certainly bee mine: and this you muſt 
know, it is the nature of hope, to make athing to 
be certaine. Hope maktth things infallible and 
undoudted, and withall there is a kinde of ſpeci- 
ality, a bringing home of Gods goodneſſe unto: 
the ſoule, ina peculiar manner : hope alwayes if 
found, it hath ſomeching a” ſay for it ſelfe alwajes,; 
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it hath a ward ro hang and bold upon: Pſal. 1 TRA 
1 wait upou the Lord, and 1 bope in bu Werd: andſo 
Rome 1 Jo 4. All things are written for our initrudtion, 


that throwh the comfort of the Scriptures wee might © 


bave hepe : here is hope, rot through your con- 
ceits, imaginations and crcames, but through the 
Scripture : we might have hope,a grounded hore 
isa Scripture hope, it i3 #word hope; and there. 
fore thof rhat cannot bring a word, and giyea 
reaſon for their Lope, I would rot give aruſh,nor 


afarthing token tor a hundred cart load of ſuch 


hopes: No, it is Law hope, ic is Goſpell hope, 
Scripture hope, Word hope; fo that the ſoule 
can ſay,. the Word ſaich, the Lord came to fave 
tboſethat are loſt, why I finde my ſelfe to be loſt, 
and therefore I hope the Lord will feeke mee, 
though I'cannot ſeeke him ; 1 hope the Lord will 
finde me, though I:cannot finde my felfe ; Ihope 
the Lord'will ſave me, though I canrot ſave my 


&lfe, But che hopes of the wicked! bang like a . 
cloud, they are not grounded upon the evidence 


of the Scripture, they crowd. all in the general; 
I hope. to fare as wcll as others, and other had 
mercy, and why.notI2 And'hence the hopes of 


the. wicked are unſtedfaft and wavering : buta 
man might here demand,are not the hopes of the. 


many. a time? Anſwer; Iris true, but with this 


difference 4 the hopes of Gods ſervants arc like an 


anchor, which though ſomerimes it- is ſhaken, 


pocrices are like the waves of the fleas, and they: 


cOMe. Ss C 


yetit holdcth the faſter: but the RINSE the by- . 
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come 0 nothing : Prov. '$. 28. The bope of the - 


righteow ſball be glad, but the expearion of the wit« 
ked. ſb periſh, as. who ſhould ſay; though the 
waves be great; and the ſtormes violent, yer the 
anchor ſhall bee faſt, andthe fhip ſhall come ſafe 
to-haven'; bur it is otherwiſe with the wicked, 
their hopes doe periſh. - V hat is become of your 
hopes now 2 you thought you-ſhould bee ſaved, 
' ang that 5ou thould doe as well as others; bur 
when the day of judgement commeth,and thelaſt 
great day of account ſhall be, whar then ſhall be- 
come of all your hopes? You ſhall ſee, it isas if 
aman ſhould plead for a mans inheritance, be- 
cauſe he did-dwell in the ſame towne,'and were 
of the ſame name. . But-now the Saints of God, 
when they come. to lay clatme to mercy, they 
bring a hold, a word, /ſay 61.3. He appointeth them 
that mourn in Sion; will ycu have a legacy of joy, 
mercy, and pitty ? here itis,the Lord Chriſt left it 
you, I bequeath this and leave it toall you broken 
hearted ſinners, to all you hamble mourning fin- 
ners in Siop : this is .your legacy, ſie foricinthe 
Ccurr, and you ſhall have it for ever. Hence Da. 
vidventureth all for this hope, hee cakerh rHis as 
achildsparr, Pſal, 33. thelaſt verſe z Lee chy aey. 
cy come gnto 18, 45 or hope is in thee, notaccording 
to our ſenſe and aſſurance, but according to our 
hope; thy deſires may faile, andendevours faile, 
and the:wmeans falſe, yet let thy mercy come unto 
meaccarding to.my:hope. - 
' The ſecond is this, a grounded hopeis everof 
Lo” "2 _ rruth 
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cruch -ofthe profnite : the- Spirit you know, wee 
ſhewed, ſtirreth the-heart'ro hope: now hee tur- 
neth hope ſo to: God, thar the eye of the ſonle go-+ 
eth thatway and cannot bee taken from it, but it 
will goepromiſe-ward, andGod-ward. Hence take 
a poore ſinner, when heeisarthe weakeſt under 
water; - wh-n all-remptations; oppofit:ons, cor- 
raptions, grow ſtrong againſt then), the Lord let- 


reth them looſe againſt the ſoale, nay letreth the. 


poore ſoule come t@&joyne ſide wit!t Saran againft 
himſelfe, and che goodnefſfe of the Lord ; and tee 
faith, the truth of ie is, I (hall one day periſhby 
the hand..of Sazl- this proud fooliſh filthy hearc 


of mine; 4t will be my bane; it had berterfor me 


never to have beene, I ſhall never ger power, 
ſtrengtlvand grace againſt theſe ſinnes ; here 18 
the loweſt under of a poore ſoule. If a man ſhould 
now reply, why then caſt off all hope and cnfi- 
dence, reject the meanes, and turne to your ſins; 


.Marke how hope ſteppeth in and faith, it is true, 


whatever I am and doe, what evermy condition 


is, Lwilluſe the means, I am ſurcall my helpe is 


in Chriſt, all my hope is ia the Lord Jeſus, andif 
I miſt periſh, 1 will periſh ſeeking him, and wai- 
ting upon him. Vhy, this is hope now, and I war- 
rantthat ſoule ſhall never goe to hell. pſl, 119. 
SI. My beart fainted, and my hope was in thy ſal- 
vation : Iſay 8. 7. Twill wait for the Lord, who bach 


bid bimſelfe from the houſe of 1acob: the Lord hideth 
himſelfe, he doth not ſhew-himſelfe, he hath not 
manifeſted himſelfe, yer 1 will hope in the Lord, 
that hideth his face : Pſal. 69, 3. But he bope 7 
019 || EE. WICKE 


- 


*. 2” EE i he 


- The Soules effectuall calling to Chyilſt, 


wicked is not ſ0.s 2 Xing, 6-andthe laſt verſe,” chi 
evill commeth of tl Lord, and-why ſhould: 7 wait any 
longer 8 Prov. 14.33. The hope of che wicked is dri= 
ven away; thatthough a man ſtood upon his bot 
tome, and all the world conld noct perſwade him 
to the contrary, but that he ſhonld be ſaved, and 
hee ſhouldgoe to heaven, though proud ſtilk 
though vaine ſtill, but 1s hope ſhall bee driven 
away, but the righteous ſhall have hope in his 
dcath : friends faile,life faile, and wealth faile, bao 
yet he hath hope in his death, FI 

_ As theſtrengrh of this hope is great inregard 
of all oppoſirioa that commech:to-the contrary; 
fo alſo the excellency and ſurpaſſing worth of this 
hope, which overſhadoweth all-the-hopes.in the 
warld, that can be offered, propounded, defired 5 
all ſceeme nothing. to this- hope,” which theſovle 
hath to God; that when the (oule commeth ro 
be drawne to God, avd to hope in him, allother 
hopes bold-no weight-: hopeth notfor honour, 
for profit, norltberty,nor delight ; ir diſcovereth 
the baſeneſle of theſe, ſo that theſoulecarethnor 
for any thing elſe in compariſon.- It is in this caſe 
with the.ſoule, as with the hound; the-hound 
haply followeth 'the: game uncill hee bee ſpcne; 
and tyred;yerif therecomes freſh hare, 'yetthe 
very ſent of a-frefh- one will make him leave all 
ſoit is here, though heretofore hee hath hadma-: 
ny games inthe world; hehoped for honont and 
profit, and his ſoule runall amaine-uponthem 37 
but when the foale hath beene brought to: know! 
the riches of Gods merey'in Chriſt, is leaverhthe 
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old profits, the old contents, 'the old delights 


that he had ;- Heb.:21, 13. 44 theſe died inthe faith, 
when they 'had ialured the promiſes. And ob- 
ſerve herea carnuli hearted Hypocrite, his hopes 
be vaine, idle and-unc-naine; the truth is, if the 
world giverh other hopcscf honour ,andprofits, 
and delights, heleavcth his hope and with Debwas 
he cmbraceth the preſent orid; bur the Saints 
of God are not ſo, Heb. 11. 25. Miſes wizht have 


has great honoar, but he forſooke bis honour, and bad | | 


an eye t0 the yecompence of reward; © - 

Thelaſtis taken from the verrue of hope, and 
the i peciall fruic andeffe& that it worketh in the 
ſonle z A grounded hope it alwayes lendeth ſup- 
ply and ſaccour, when all the reſt of amans abi+- 


lities faile, and are not ablero ſaftaine and ſup» 


por his ſoule ; when defire failgth, and love fal- 
terh, I meane in hisowne ſeaſe and apprehen( on, 

tGy,thep hope {apporteth the ſoule, Pſal. 16. 9, 
My fleſh ſpall reſt in hope, that is, bope will give a 
man reft in the moſt. mifcrable forlorne condi- 
rionthat may be,that when the heart isrcady to 


fay, where is the meanes that I have had, :and the 
good dayes that I have ſeene ? this dead; heart 
' cannor bee quickned, I am as Lead as therohme 
where I am, and the bed where I lye 5'why, 


hope will give a man reſt in this condition, my 
fleſh ſhall +<ſt in hope. Looke as intls: fea when 
the ſtormes ariſe, andthe billowesbeat, © and the 


tempeſts rage, 'then« little: hope, yer theanchor 


| beldeth; ſorhongh the maſt, the faile, and all 


fioke, yer the anchor holdeth; nay when all give 
themſeiyes 
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themſelves for loſt, deſpaire of all helpe, yet the 
anckor holdeth; and here is the excellencie of 
an anckor in this particular,that when a man hach 
nothing to ſuſtaine him, yer commeth in this 


grace of hope, yetit may be better, and itwill be 


otherwiſe, this apholdeth whennothing elſe can; 
ic is not, but yet hope faith, it will be, therefore 


| cheareup thar fainting ſoule of thine, that love 


God will enlarge, that deſire God will quicken, 
that fearfull heart God will eſtabliſh, that dead 
heart God: will quicken; thus the anckor hol- 
deth ſtill from day to day, hence hope is ſaid to 
be the nurſe of the ſoule, it nonriſheth faith, and 
it feedeth faith, hope tercheth the promiſe from 
farre, Lord thou haſt faid it, and therefore it can- 


 notbutbe: Ibefeech you obſerve, looke as it is 


with a man that cannot ſec athing afarre off, yer 
with a proſpe@ive glafſe he may ſee it, ſohere, 
how ever eye cannot ſee it,the heare cannotfeele 
it, yet hope waiterth (till, expeQeth (till, as a man 
ina ſounding fit, he cannot ſee and heare, yet 
there is ſome life in the heart, and that bringerh 
him againe,ſo when a mans heart would faile,and 
he 1s overwhelmed with. ſorrow and deſpaire, 
then yet the pulſe of hope beareth till, there is 
this life of hope lefe ſtill in 'the hearc of a Chri- 
ſtian, but iris nor ſo with the wicked, their 
hopes are not like the hopes of Gods ſervants. Ic. 
is a fine place, Job 11, laſt verſe, The hope of che wic- 
ked s hike the giving up of the ghoſt, that though a 
man can lift up his head fall high, and thinke he 
ſhall be ſaved and goe Rar though he _ 
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rietha baſe wretched heart about with hity: No, 
no, whenthe Lord ſhall come to lay thee uxon 
thy death-bed,lerusthen fee your hope, if zour 
hope can now keep?lifeand/ſoule together, if ir 
canicheare,comforr,and refreſh you, letit, nay iF 
allthe Miniſters under heaven,andallthe Angels 
in heaven,ſhould come arid reveale the promiſes; 
why, a/man will then: tell'yov, Alas ! I ama 
wretch, I never did any thing, never had any 


_rhing, bur thar which curfed carnall Hypocrites 


have had: Thave prayed, and 1wdas prayed, and 
he is in hell, arid ſo may I be'too, for onght 1 
know : why, bur the Miniſter replieth, comfort 
vp your owne heart, cheareup yourowne ſoule 
n cxpe@ation'of ſome fayour from'God, why > 
a'as ! faith the ſoule, there is nocomfort for mes 
why ? bar ſaith a man, there's mercie 1n Chriſt, 
it is true there is mercie, but alas T have refiſted 
mercie, I have deſpiſed the offer of grace, there- 


forethere is no hope, he was graceleffe here, and 


he ſhall be damned for ever, he was ſtnbborne 
here,and he ſhallbe forever miſerable hereafter : 
Looke'as a tree thar is falling; there are ſome 
ſtrong ſprigs in the root, and chat beareth it up, 
and'it bringeth ſometimesa great deale'of froir, 
ſoit is here, though defire, endevour be dead un- 
co'the word and ordinances, yer there is a fprig 
of hope, and hat ſaupporeerh'the ſonle, ard the 
foule ſaith unto the Lord, thou haſt faid, the 
broken hearted finner ſhall have mercie, I am 
fo, I am wearie and heavic laden, therefore re- 
freſh me, I have adead heart, Lord, bat _— 
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of it, Lord, a ;prophane heart, bur wearie of it, - 


Lord. 


Thelaſt.uſe, it is an. uſe of.exhortation, ſince 


Fſe 3. 


youſee theworth of it, and the way thereunto, Ex#orrar, 


let.every one. labour for this hopc, Heb.1.1.6. 


there faich rhe Apoſtle, I would deſire you to 
give the lame diligence to the full aſſurance of 


hope; Idefire you, Lintreat you, I will nat ſay, 1 


command.yo, though.this may be enjoyned:if 


you have any. bope in, heaven, if you have any 
treaſure in Chriſt, labour to quicken this affc- 
Ction above all : here I am to ſhew the motives 
and the meanes. | 
The firſt motive 1s this, in truth wee have no 
more uſe of any. thing than of hope, it.is a thing 
that is moſt uſefull for us inall eſtates, in all con- 
ditions, what ever we doe, brethren,there isno- 
thing more uſefull chan thisgrace of hope, hope 
15 anuniverſall grace : I tell you hoping and brea- 
thing are all one, as breath; continueth life,and 
ſoule rogether,ſo doth his bope: the truthis, wee 
have as much uſe ot hoping tor God.and waiting 
for, his goodnefſle, as the\body of breathing and 


preſerving of life, x Corin..9. Io. -That hee that 


ploaweth may plow tn hope, brethren, all ouraRions 
muſt haye hope goealong with them, the. man 
muſt pray.in hope, preach-in hope, and heare in 
hope ;.what ever thou haſt, ,hope fill, that Gad 


McdAiverl, 


may blefſe it; what eyer thou doſt, hope that God + 


will aſfi{t thee in it : when a man preacheth,hee 
muſt preach in hope, though hee doth not doe 
good now this day,.nor nextday, yet hope _ 
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Motive 2, 


the Lord may doe, yer hope what the Lord wil 
doe, ſo\in the time of our pilgrimage here wee 
cannot live without this hope, ſoincomming to 


' the wordof God,thou commeſt one day, and yet 


theword profiteth not, thou commeſt the ſecond 
day,and yet the wordprevaileth not, thou com- 
meſt the third time, yerthe word humbleth nor; 
come ſtill, hope ill, the Lord may be pleaſcd at 
laſt-to ler home ſome word, that may humble. 
thy heart,and quicken thy ſoule, and ſubdue thy 
corruptions. © 
'Theſecond motive is this, we bave moſt need 
of it,as nothing is more uſefull,ſo nothing 1s more 
needfall for the benefit of the ſoule: you know in 
warre,thoſe places of thebody that are moſt rea- 
dy tobe affaulced, they looketo fence that eſpe- 
cially, as now the head*of every ſouldier, hs 
fore every one getteth a head-pecce, and will bee 
ſtare toget a helmet about him: now what a head- 
peece is to the ſouldiour in warring, that hope is 
tothe Chriſtianin living, 1 Theſſul. 5. 8. I beſeech 
you oHſerve it, the Devill fighteth at the head 
continually, whichis the hope of ſalvation, the 
aſſurance of Gods love, this 1s the head- .peece of 
a Chriſtiangifonce this be gone,the ſoule is gone, 
and a mans heart ſinketh within him, Sathan in- 
tendeth moſt harme this way, and therefore wee 
ſhoald| bee moſt carefull ro beſtow the more 
paines for our helpe in this- particular: take 
a poore ſinner, cut off his rea , .and you 
cut off his head, if a mans armes were gone, hee 
might five,ifs a man want a [-g,he might ſtill con- 
| tinue, 
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tinue,burt if his head-peece be gone,all is gone; a 
Chriſtian may want many 'inlargements, many 
comforts, many abilietes, but if his head-pecce be 
gone,if his hope be cutoff, alas | he hath nothing 
co ſupport and ſaſtaine himſelte in the time of 
troudle. Zoot oa BOD thu khiet 


This hope 18 that whereby our hearts arc kept Motive Zo 


both in the love of God, and proyoked untoobe- 
dience untoGod, 1ude 21. Keepe 3o0ar ſelves (in the 
tove of God; expeting the mercieof God; now this 
is nothing but the worke of hope, and brethren; 
this isa rule,unlefle we expe ſome mercie from 
God,we will never looke after him,we will never - 
obey him;never walke with him, bat when wee 
expe&fome good thingi comming untons, then 
wee love him and follow. after him :' bat ſome 
might here ſay,it is true, we doubt not of the:com- 
fort and*bencfirthar:commeth by it; but-what 
meanes are there that might helpe a manto-hope 
in the goodnefſe of God, chow ſhall amanuphold 
his foule in ſome meaſure'in expetiog mercie 
from the Lord ? . A4:ſw. Themeanes are: three; 


- Labour above all to caſt out all carnall ſenſualis Meanes x - 


tie;that'commonlycreeperh upon us, and would 
prevaile' over. ns; I-meane this that wee-would 
faine live by ſenſe, oar: carnall: hears be:ſenſuall 
creatures, we\vould faine live by our ſenſe, what 
we ſeewith onreyes; and-feele:with-or firigers; 
arid have ii oar hands, thatwe can be ſure of, bug 
wee can have nothing in hope: now-when the 


foule israkenup with;-and beſtowerhic lfeup- 


on.the-preſenc things, then you putthope ont of 
| office: . 
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office: Rom.$8424.,Xemareſaved;brough hope, and 
bope that 1s ſeene-45 no hope; a 1Man doth nor:hope 
tor.a thing-1hat he hath, bur hope .alwayes.ex- 
pefts:a good that 1s tocome,z this 1s the marye[- 
lous fotciſh diftemper of -our wretched, hearts, 
that wee will cruft God no farther than wee, ſee 
him: 48s'1.9.; wilt thou howreſtore the :king- 
domeroifrael, juſt now ; | ſochere, ſaith the (ule, 
may 1now have grace,may:L now have: aſſurance, 
$4 may I now have theevidenceof Gods;loye? bye 
=: - Lwould have it now, where,now 15: hape allthis 
BY while 2 you rake. away the worke of hope, when 
you would have things prefent: wee know the 
.childe muſt wairfor. his portion-before hee hath 
it,ſo you muſt ftayryour-tame, [2nd;:be:confented 
= the deating of ther-Lord toward ,youln this 
| kinade, :; 5; mn rk 21599: 
Meanes 2, © You muſt daily.attendand.Jabonr tobee.much 
acquainted with the! precious promiſes of, God, 
tohayethem at hand, andupon all occafigns; for 
choſearethy conſorts, thoſeare they that ſyppart 
thy foute;chat lookeas the body is without e@m- 
fore, unfit for:any thing, nature groweth-fzeb lc 
and weake,a pale face,afainrhbeart,afeeble.hand, 
and the like; fo it is here,anleſſea man hath char 
provifion:of :Gods:/promiſes,, and have them, at 
hand duly, and have them :diſhed--ont and fitted 
for him, bis heart will-faile ; ;Rom. 15, 4. hat 
ever warmritten was for-our comfort; that throughs| 
Seriptare wo might hope, Verle 13. That we might 
abound in bope through the Geſpell;, as who ſhould 
 fayyitis notin your power toſupport'/yourkope, 
NN it 
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, 
add 


theſe things here below cannot give any com- 
fort, a manmay as foone wringoile or water out: 
ofa flint;as wring comfort ont of cheſe' meanes. 
In all thefe outward things: there is no-ſoand' 
comfort or hope, there be theſe three things, et- 
ther wee ſhall not finde comfort or' contentment 
In them, or elſe not ſufficient content, or elſe no 
eonſtatir; no continuall content.” Teis/ with the' 
lope of a poore Chriſtian, 'as' with Nvahs dove, 
ſhe forind no reſt upon the earth for the fole of 
her foot ; foitiswirh our wretched hearts, wee 
_ fendout our hopetoour abilities) ro the meanes 
we'doe enjoy, to our prayers/and' performances 
wee,doe diſcharge; andthus altour hopes breake 
and faile ns, for in all theſe things there is no- 
foot-hold for hope, we mult ancker our foor-hofd) 
m Chriſt, what Fwane Chriſt cad apply, what [ 
need Chriſt cari give, what is/go0d forme Chriſt 
canbeſtow, what T hayc'done amiſſe Chriſt can 
pardon ; thongh Tharren;he is full;thongh I dull, . 
he hath cnongh grace andientargement forme it 
rSfaidof Naamans leproſic, Ct himcome, ard bee 


ſhall 
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Meanes 3. 


ſhau keow there $f 4a Godin Iſrael; though the King 


cannot heale, yeta God can; though the meanes 


cannot, yet the Lord can ;/ſo it is here, tte hope 


thata man hath in theſe things here below, - and 
the hope in the Goſpell : A man ſendeth our-his 


hope, having a'wounded conſcience, hee now 


goeth to his gifts, that they ſhauld pacifie hun, he 
ſenderh our his hope to his prayers, -that they 
ſhould eaſe him 5 marke what they ſay, are wee 
God, we cannot helpe ; but heare whatthe pro- 
miſe ſaith, though prayers cannot, though parts 
cannot,though outward helpe cannort,yet there is 
a Godin Iſrael,there is a promiſe that isable,here 
is mercie enough, here is power and comfort 
enough. 
Maintaine-in thy heart adeepe and ſerious ac- 
knowledgement of that ſupreme authoritie of 
the Lord,todoe what he will ,and how he will ac- 
cording to his owne pleaſure; brethren,T beſecch 
you to obſerye it, this T rake to be-the ground, 
why the heart of a poore ſinner 1s marvellous ta- 
ken up with paſſion and, diſtemper, and a kinde 
of teachy ſhortneſle , wee thinke to bring God 
toour bow, we have hoped thus long, and God 
not anſwered, wee have ſtood fo long, and no 


 comfort,and ſhall we wait ſtill? wait ? I wait, and 
blefſe God that you may wait : if you may [je at 


Gods feer,and put your mouth in the duſt, and at 
the end of your dayes have one crum of mercie, 
It is enough, therefore checke thoſe diſtempers, 
what if God will? when a wretched finner wrang- 
leth with God for his dealing with him, Pawl ch 
= | teth 
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reth him ſhort, what if God will? ſo when chou 
thinkeſt the time long, when Lord, and how long 
Lord, what if God will ? he oweth thee nothing, 
thou deſerveſt nothing, what if God will damne 
thee, and will ſend chee to hell? itis a moſt ad- 
mirable ſtrange thing, that a poore worme wor- 
 thie of hell ſhould rake up ſtate, and ſtand upon 
rearmes with God, and he will not wait upon 
God, who muſt wait chen?muſt God wait,or man 
wait? muſt the. Creatour wait, or the creature 
wait? A#51.9. wilt thon now reſtore the King- 
dome to Iſrael,it 1s not for you ro know the times 
and the ſeafons; as who ſhould ſay, hands. off, 
meddle with that you have ro doe withall, ir is 
for you to wait, it is for you to expe mercie,it is 
not for you to know: ſo I would have yon todoe, 
hen you begin to wrangle and to ſay, how long 
Lord, when Lord, and why not now Lord, and 
why not I Lord ? why? checke thy owne heart 
and ſay, it is not for me toknow, it is for me-to be 
humble,and tobe abaſed,and towair for mer- 
- Cy, bat it is not for me to know 
the time, 


Thus much concerning Hope: ow followeth 
| next Defice, 


= 


va _ tt Atta. Art Mans. AO rn A. — _— O_o i 
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Eyery one that. hath PO = FTP of the 


Father, commeth unto me, 


> CAP 7 d N this great worke 2 vocation; 
©] 7? Y there are two things conf! dcrable: 
| RBA Firſt, che.call on Gods part by the 
7; he preaching of the Goſpell; Seoun - 
s ly, the gracions anſwer-to Gods 
call, Now as all the foale departed trom God fo 
it muſt bee all brought backe againe to God. 
Therefore, firſt the underſtanding 1s enlightned, 
and that gives notice to the ſoule that mercy is in- 
rended towards it ; then hope cxpeds that mercy, 
and then deſire wanders about from ordinance to 
ordinance, and longs for.that mercy. 
PoFrine, TheDcGarine then which ariſeth hence isthis. 
þ: rhac.The Spirit ef te Zord quickens the defire of an 
humble and inlightned ſinner, to long for the riches of 
his mercy in Chriſt. 
For the right conceiving of this Dofrine, 
three paſſages are tobe underſtood : 
+ Firſt, that this deſire isin the heart humbled and 
;nlightned : if either of theſe two be wanting, this 
gefare cannot grow theres 
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Secondly, 
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- Secondly, this deſire is quickned by the Spirit ; 
forchough the ſoule bee hambled and made no- 
thing, and be content to be at Gods diſpoſall , yer 
it is not able through any principle of life which 
it hathof it ſelfe to bee carried to any fuch ſuper- 
naturall worke as this defsre 13: therefore the Spi- 
rit muſt quicken and move the heart thus hnmbled 
and inlightned co loxp forthe riches of Gods mer- 
cy, and chis deſire is called the lifring up of the 
heart after the goodit wants. As the Infant can 
_ norgo without th: hand of the Father, ſo a poore 
fianer (in himſclfe confidered) 1s as an Infant, 
andn»t able to lift up himſelfe co this deſire any 
further than the Lord inables him by his grace 
and ſpirit, The bowle is fit rorunne, yet ir can 
runne no longer than the ſtrength of the hand 
ſticks uponit : So the humble inlightned ſoule is 
fic ro come to Chriſt, yet it will not, nay ir catt® 
notſtir farther than the hand of the Spirir moves 
ir, Lec. every poore broken hearted ſinner take 
notice of it, for this will informe you of a ſtrange 
kinde of truth, remember this, -you 'muſt not 
thinke to bring defire with you to the promile, 
but receive defire from the promiſe : Itis a vaine 
thing tothinke that if rhe oares be in the boar, 
the boat maſt needs-goe; indeed the oare will 
move the boat, but the hand of the Ferri-man 
muſt firſt moye the'oare;: The fonle is like the 
oare,and unleſſe the hand of the Spiric moycs our 
deſire, it cannot move towards the Lord. 

Laftly, che Dodrine faith the ſpirit quickens 


the 


up the heart to Joxg for the riches of Gods mercy; 
Jn —_—- 


Note. ; 
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Matth.l 2, 20, 


the deſires of the wicked are flaſhy, lazy-and fee 
ble, and come to nothing. But cven as the long = 
ing dcfire of a woman with childe will rot leave 
her till her life doth leave her, fo the deſires 
which che promiſe workes will never leave the 
ſoule till it be poſſeſſed of the thing it deſires, Our 
Saviour ſaith, 4 &ruiſed reed ſhall he 70; breake, and 
that ſmoaking f ax ſhall hee not queach. Now wee 
all know that flax will not ſmoake, unleſſe rhe 
ſparkles come to it ; but when the ſparkles have 
raken the flax, then icdoth {moake, and will nor 
leave tillit come toa flame, Theſoule is lifethe 
flax, and it will never ſmoake in deſirc towards - 
che Lord, till the Lord by his Spirit in thepro- 
miſe doth ſtrike fireupon it : the Lord muſt firſt - 
ſtrike fire by the. promiſe upon the ſoule, before - 
It-can ever flame in a deſire rowards the Lord; 
and.when it doth once ſmoake- in a holy deſire, 
the Lord will not let it faile before hebrings it * 
a perfe&t flame,. and before ir bee poſſefſed of 
Chriſt and mercy which iclongs for. 
 Thercaſen of this order of Gods worke, why 
gelire comes next afterhope 15 this ; becauſe de- 
fire is that other atfeftion which ſervesthe great 
commandrefle ofthe ſoule, the will, for thefe affe= 
Qions are ashand=maids to-ſerve. the will, - The 
will faith, I will have thisor thar good, and there= 
fore hope wait youfor it, and deſire, tongyou at- 


rerit: Hope isthe farctedt and preateſt reach of 


the ſou'e; for when the ſouſe' 1s doubting and. 
quarrelimyg, and ſaith, will the 1-orddoegood to 
ack an unworthy _— ax Fams yes faith. = 
minde 
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mind intightned, mc rcy 1s intended towards thee, 


then hope goeth our to wait and looke for this 


mercy, Now when the foule hath waited a long 
time, and yetthis mercy comes not, and he mar- 


vels at it and faith, the Lord hath ſaid che weary 
ſoule ſhall bee refreſhed : Oh whereare all thoſe 
precious promiſes? then the will ſends out defire 
tomeet with that good which will not yet come, 


and fo deſire goeth wandring from one ordinarce - 


to another, till ic bring Chriſt home to the ſoule. 
As agentlemandoti when he expects ſome noble 


perſonage, heeſends out a man to wait in ſuch a - 


place, and briog him word whether he ſeeth him 


or no : afterwards when he returnes and faith he- : 
ſeeth him not, the gentleman ſends ont another 


meſſengerto meethimafarre of, ard folikewiſe 


to bring him and give him entertain!ent : So it. - 


is withthe ſoule ofa roore finner in this caſe, 
Now howdeth the Lord by that promile quic- 
kenup this defire ? | 

I anſwer, the cordials that God lets in, and the 
mottves thar make tte foule- wander rowards 
Cod are three, or thus : There are three ſpeciall 


conlidkrations of good in the promiſe that doe _ 


— worke upon the heart to bring defires 
afrer. | 


Firſt, there is a peculiar good in the promiſe awrive 1. 


that is ſutable to allthe wants ofthe ſoule; there 
18a falve for every fore, Eſry 61.1.2, Artthona 
dead foule?goe tothe promiſe, there:isquiekning 


forthee, Art thoua weake ſoule? gne tothepro- 
mile, taere-is grace to make thee ſtrong, ' Art - 
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Motive 2, 


thou a damncd loſt ſoule?goe tothe promiſe, there 
1s ſalvation to ſave thee. Artthou a pollured ſoule? 
goc to the promiſe, there is grace to purge thee. 

Doe youlce your ſinnes, and feele the burthen of 
th:m 2 Oh away to the promiſe, there is abun- 

dance of comfort in the Lord Jefus Chriſt: there- 

fore let deſire be going and ſeeking up and down, 

and never retarnetill it bring the Lord Jetusto 

me to the ſoule,” 

Secondly, as there is a fitneſſe in that promiſe 
ſo futable to all a mans wants, and this fitneſle in 
that promiſe marycllouſly-ſtirres up deſire afcer 
it: So the beauty and excellency of thar firneſſe 
gives fall ſatisfafion to the delire ; as it is with a 
man that hath an old cankered wound, which 
puts him.to dayly trouble and vexarion if this 
man ſhould heare of tome fpeciall ſalve that 
would forthwith take away his pain, and eaſe him; 
and withall would take out the dead fleſh, and 
heale him perfe&tly, how would this man deſire 
chat ſalve? nay nothing world content him bur 
that. So It 1s with the freenes of Gods grace, Prat- 
er, the. ord, Conference are very good, and thou 
haſt had an old cankered foule, and a-wayward 
peeviſh ſpirit, and theſe finfull luſts ſticke up= 
on the, and are ſtill vexing of thee, and theſe 
are not quite 9+ out : Oh, faith the ſonle, 
theſe old recourſes of baſe corruptions are cyer 
dogging of me, Now if any bid this poore ſoule 
Pray, and heare, and uſe the meansz yes, ſaith he, 
theſe are-uſefall and good; -bur I may pray, and 


| Keare, and receive the Sacraments,: and yer goe 


downe 


$1 ones AA; wont Bos 
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' downetohell foralltheſe : But ohtharfree grace 
of God in Chriſt, :hag would bleſle all theſe 
means, and make all effequall ro mee for my 
good, Oh rhat I had this graceabove allthe reſt, 
Cant. 5.8,9,10,11, ToÞ. 6. 34- 

The laſt motive inthe promiſe is this, the con- X7o;5ve 3, 
ſideration of thar fitneſſe- and excellency in the 
promiſe, makes the humbled ſoule more ſenſible 
of his wants, and-makes the necellity of abroken 
heart more unſafferable ; ſo that hee,can endure 
delay no longer. I confeſle that when the eye is 
opened and the ſoule humbled incontricion, hee 
ſeeth his finnes, andis burthened with his many 

_ wants; but the ſight of this fitncfle of the good 
in the promiſe, and the intimation of the excel- 
lency of it,and the hope thereofmakes him more 
impaticnt of delay ; and thercfore more violent 
in defire. When the foule begins to conſider the 
glory and pretiouſnefſe of Gods freegrace now 
revealed and made knowne in ſome meaſure, and 
when the ſparks and beauty of it are kindled in 
his heart,now-he begins to reaſon 1n this manner, 
Wiat, 1s this the only cxcellency of thepromiſe 
that can give content to my ſoule?- Oh happy I 
(and bleſſed be God)thar I may yet fee thegood- 
nefſe which many.never- come to, know; milli- 
ons of men n=ver heard the found of this glort» 
ous graceand mercy; Oh happy I that know it ; 
but miſerable T, if I come to ſee this and never 
harea ſhire in it: Manvare my wants, and the 
greater are they, becauſe I ſee the good they have 


deprived me off ; and.it had beene better for mee 
| never. 
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rever tohaveknowne the excellency of the good. 
in the promiſes, than not to partake thereot;and- 
the very conſideration of this, that. hee hath had 
ſome hope of receiving the good in the promiſe, 
wakes hm ſay, why cot 1 2 why not my ſinnes 


_ pardoned ? and why not my corruptions ſu« 


ducd? What, ſhall all my expeQations bee void? 
W bata fine plucke had I once forheaven? Shall 
I {-e heaven, and never come there 2 this makes 
him marvglions ſenfible of his miſcry, and mars 
vellous watchtull in tieu'e of the means to reco- 
yer himſclte againe. 

The firſt uſeis aground of ttrong conſolation, 
to ſtay the hearts of many poore ſinners, inthe 
midſt of many infirmities that beſet the ſoule : be 
thy weakneſſes never ſo mauy, and thy tempta- 
tions never ſo great, yet if thou canſt but findc 
this fmoaking defire, thy condition is good, thy 
conſolation certaine ; O bur, ſaith the ſoule, rhe 
[lag gard defireth meat and hath it nor;] am afraid all 
15 n4ugat : VVhy,leavethon thy deſire with God, 
andthetime alſo, and bee not weary of dcſiring, 
and then thou ſhalt enjoy the benefit of it if thou 
faint not; dos thou what thou ſhouldeſt, and let 
the Lord dos what he will. 

Oh, bur faith che poore foule, how can this be? 
my ſ{innes are more than my miſcries a little de- 
ſire and a litrle grace will not ſerve my tarne. 

To this I anſwer, fe: what the Lord faith, 
Eſ-y 44 3: Tirif{porrre cleane v ater npon the thirty, 
ard floods npon the dry 5ronnd 5 thou haſt many 

nd great wants , and much nufery liech npon 


n f thee, 
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thee; therefore God will not onely drop a little 
comfort into thy heart, but hee will poure it in ; 
and if alittle mercy will not ſerve thy turne,then 
he will poure Alouds of mercy uponthee. 

Oh, bur ſaith the poore ſoule, thisis all the dif- 
ficulty, if mydefire were ſound and fincere, then 
I,might have ſome comfort : howſhall Ithere- 
fore know that my defires are ſincere ? 

I anſwer, the fignes of ſound defire aretheſe, 

Firft, as the defire is, ſothe exdevour will be; 
if thoudeſireſt earneſtly, thou wilt worke accor- 
dingly. Now the labour that: makes knowne 
the ſoundneſſe of deſire, diſcovers it felfe in foure 
particulars, Firſt, he that labours from a longing 
dcfire, is content toufe af meanes which are re- 
vealed and made krowne to him, becauſe hee 
_  knowes not which will ſpeed. Secondly, hee is 
carctull of improving all epporruntcies initheuſe 
of the meancs. Thirdly, hee will bold out in the 
aſe of thoſe meanes,his wants and defires are con- 
ant, and therefore his endevours muſt needs be 
ſo too : as Lament. 3.49. Theſethree former will 


ObjeR, 


Anſ. 


Signe I. 


diſcover many hypocrites, zthough: moſt doe not Triall of ſound 


come rhus farre: bur a terrified hypocrite, and a 


heart that hath 'beene awed, may doealliheſc, 


and yet bee nanght too, Bat there ts anorher 
triall of ſound dcfires which will | juſtle any 
Hypocritennder Heaven to''the wall; and that is 
this: .Though the ppore ſinneruſes all-meanes, 
and takes all opportunities in . the uſe of thoſe 
meanes, .and 1s conſtant in the-uſe of them, 8c. 


and 


yet the- ſoule that is..craly-defirous of grace. 


defires. 


Fhe Soules e eff: "_ calling to Chriſt, 


-- rgne. 


RE ENNIS, 


and mercy reſts rot in thoſe Jabours , Alas, ſaith 
he, L labor and ule the meanes, bur whar is thar 


' to meif I havenoChriſt and mo grace, which I 


pray and heare for; rhe foule mult have Chriſt, 
and mercieandgrace, which it deſires, orelfe ir 
willnot be ſatisfied 2. a man hungup in chaines; 
cries onely for bread : fo it ig'with a poore Fa- 


miſhr ſoule, he deſires nothin bur Chriſt, and | 


nothing elſe will fatisfiehim: this laſt ſi gne none 
but a true fincere {oule can have.” 6-2 
Secondlyche that rraby defires' mercy and grace, 
defires Chriſt forhimfelfe, and tow whend man 
defires Chriſt for himfelfe, - then his: defire- is 
ſound: asa maid thatdefires a man in wedlocke, 
ſhe dottt nov defire the perrion, bur the perſbn 
of the man, if. I'beg and diewith him, faith ſhe; 
if Ineyer. ſee good day withhim, yet let: me have 
him, and I care not ; {orthe foule that defjres 
Chriſt, not for irofirs;or by-aymesatid Rn 
for himſelfu,iriGchJer mehave'a Savis No 
I goe into priſon: and banifhmenr with'h in, this 
is a heart worth gold, now when a man deſires 


 Chriſtfor himlelte, \ic wllappeare' ii two partF- 


= 
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Firſt;hee that: defives Chriſt For TETY "will 
part with all-heharhin the world racker chan he 
WH be withourt.Chrift If hee carinot have a 27, 
viour with:thathe bathghe wilt art with ; at 
this an hypoctrite-will hwdiy Be Eettebl ht untd ; 


an uſtrer witl part withall-old'o1 1 and yet lands, 


andall for a great lordſhip, no Hrthe lordipir 
elfe, burbecauſehe ſtab gainevi ore FoIdBy pars 


ting 


CIT 
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ting with his gold. So an hypocrite may bee con- 


cent to hazard riches and honour, and all for his 
profeſſion, becauſe he thinksrogarne more credit 
by that hazard, bur it is not for Chriſt himſclfe. 
Bur a gracious.good heart will part with all for 
Chriſt,and he will notpart wich Chriſt tor all che 
good in the world; only he thar deſires Chriſt for 


How ro know 
whether we de« 


himſelfe, is content tortake him upon the hardeſt fire Clift for 


conditions in the world: if Chriſt comes,let what 


himſeifcor not. 


will be come beſides, hee is not like choſe Zewes, Marke 15. 32, 


chat would have had Chrift and'his croſfe' ſeve- 
red,there is no ſuch Chriſt tobe had in theworld. 
Secondly,the ſoule that defires Chriſt for him- 
ſelfe is carefull to avoid all. thoſe inconveniences 
that may hinder him from Chriſt, as Zachew did, 
Lake 9. this is the ſecond thing.” 8h 
Laſtly, che ſoule that truly deſires grace and 
mercie, 1s ready to receive it with thankfalneſſe, 
and will entertaine whatſoever meanes may re- 
veale,and whatſoever meficriger may bring home 
Chriſt and merey to his ſoule : an hypocrite may 
g2e a great way here,but this is the right ſtroke: 
a gracious holy ſoule, the more ſpiricuall the 
meanes are, and the more he hath of Chriſt, and 
the more cleare evidence ofthe Spirit there is,the 
more they are well-come to that perſon, that tru- 
ly longs for Chriſt , the ſonle is willing and an- 
wearie to receiye that mercie which God offers ; 
you never ſee a hungry man nice and ſqueamiſh 
when meat is ſet before him, but he falls to and 
fits at it. | | 
Wecome now in the ſecond place toa word of 
K-'2 reproofe, 


3.S1gts 


Pſe 2, 


> 


160 


—_} 
—_—_——— 


'T be Soules effeuall calling to Chriſt. 


«ug Cr SE I EI OI ne on een mt I mn nn CO I > 


_ ——— — 


T er e—_— 


reproofe,which falls heavie : if this be ſo,that the 
Lord breeds a thorow and ſound deſire in the 
hearts of thoſe he intends good unto (not a fla- 
ſhy defire, but ) like the defire of a longing wo- 
man that muſt have her longing, or <clſe ſhe dyes, 
ſo an humble ſoulemuſt hayea Saviour or elſe he 
dyes, for what ſhe ſaid in regard of children, the 
humbled foule that hath a true deſire after Chrift 
faith the ſame, Give we 4 Saviogr or elſe 1 die, This 
then is a bill of indiremenc againſt a world of 
men that lift their hands full high, and thinke 
their penny good filver, and are termed profel. 
ſours; if a man be baptized and comes to Church, 
this is that which upholds him in the time of 
trouble and time of extremitie, he defires co be 
holy, and he deſires to pleaſe God. If the Mini- 
ſter reproves him, and tells him his lifeis naught, 
and his converſation. wicked ; You grace ? no,no, 
you cannot have grace here, nor ſalyation hereaf+ 
ter upon theſe tearmes, your ſpeeches are unſa- 
voury, your life is unprofitable and unfruitfall, 
never thinke to have any grace if you thus conti- 
nue : Hee then confeſleth hee hath many weak- 
nefſes,and he cannottalke as he would,and words 
will come ſometimes from him before hee is 
aware,but his deſire is to pleaſe the Lord, andhis 
defare is tobe holy, and this is the buſineſſe that 


. brings moſt men into a quiet kinde of calme, and 


». 


ſo they goc hudwinke downe to hell. But whar 
if I now prove that you never had a defire, I 
meanea true ſound ſerious defire;what then? will 
you then give up the buckler, and yeeld the day, 

| and 


-— —_— 
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and fay, If this be fo, then (good.Lord) lam in a 
miſerable condition ? let your hearts be perſwa- 
ded ard yeeld to the point, are you come to the 
concluſion? if it ſhallappeare by the word and 
ſound arguments, that you have no-tme defire, 
then you will yeeld you are reſolved of it, that 
= true defire never as yet came into your 
carts. 


Now.theſe men that never had any ſound de- Unfound de: 
fires, I willreterre to three rankes : the lazy hy- _ di'cove- 


pocrire,the ſtage hypocrite, and the terrified hy- 
pocritce : All theſe it (hall appeare there was ne- 
ver any true defire in their foules. | 

Firſt then it ſhall appeare that your lazie 
kinde of profcfſour never came to attaine this 
ſaving worke of God, to have a deſire ſoundly ſer 
onin his ſoule, he willbe content to give you the 
hearing, ſay what you will, and injoyne him what 
you pleaſe, be the duty never ſo exact, the courſe 
never ſo ſtri&, nay if you will reprove him ſharp- 
ly, and deale ronghly with him, hee'is made of 


even mettall, his reſolution is this, he will thanke. 


you for your counſell, and blefſe God for the 
meanee, and hopes he ſhall amend ; he confeſſeth 


the evils. you diſcover ſhould be reformed, and 


the daties you command ſhould be diſcharged, 
and he defires he may, and he hopes he ſhall, and 
when you have him . here, you have. the beſt of 
him,when he bath brought you hither he cangoe 


_ nofurther, bar ſtands ſtill where he was, bee will 

fill your eares full of talke, but he will not ende- 
vour as he ſhould; the former dofrine caſts him 
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out as one that was never partaker of this ſound 
deſire, for he that endeyours nor deſires nor, his 
deſires are flaſhy, and his labour is anſwerable, 1t 
was ſoin Balaam, it was hammered in Balaams 
forge; oh, ſaith he, that I may dye the death of the 
righteow : but wiſhings and wouldings keepe 
no houſe ( as we uſe to ſay ) this was juſt Balgams 
faſl:ion, Oh that I might dye the death of the | 
righteous ! but yet hee would not ſer one foot 
forward to walke with care and conſcience be- 


| fore God: theſe defires are bred in the braine and 


underſtanding of a man out of ſome terrifyings 
of conſcience, becauſe knowledge faith, a man 
ſhould deſo,tkerefore hethinkes he doth fo, bur 
this is not defiring, it is lying-and diflembling , T 
befeech you bee your owne Judges, you that are 
maſters of ſervants, will you fay that ſervant de- 
ſiresthefurtherance of your eftate, when hee will 
not ſet his hand to doe your worke ; wil you ſay, 
that meflenger deſires to doe your meſſage faith- 
fully,that will not ſtirre one ſtep forward? you are 
{ſo wiſe you will not be cozened after this faſhien, 
you will not be thus deluded : the maſter faith, if 
you defire my furtherance, why doe you not 1a- 
bour then? and if you defire to doe my meflage 
faithfully, why doe you not goe abour it then ? 
O ſuffer not your ſelves to be deluded and coze- 
ned in thoſe things which. concerne your ever- 


| laſting comfort, it is notrue defire when a man 


will not labour in the uſe of the meanes God hath 
appointed, itis a delaufion that will cozen you,not 
a deſire that will helpe you at the great day of 
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accounts; would any have a harveſt and yet nei- 


_ © ther ploughnor ſow ? this is the pradtice of many 


in this point of defire, they thinke they defire 
Chriſt, and grace, and mercie, and yet never en- 
devour after it: It is obſervable, che fluggard de- prou.r;. 14. 
fireth and hath nothing, he delires meatgand yet he 
ftarves; he defiresclothes,and yet is not covered; 
he defires riches,and yer dyes a beggar; his deſire 
never accompliſheth any thing, he conld be con- 
tent to have this and that, bur hee will doe no+ 
thingfor.it, therefore he hath northing,chis is the 
picture ofa lazic profeſſour, he deſires mercy,and 
he deſires that God would pardon his finnes,and 
he deſires that God would give him grace againſt 
his corruptions, but alas ! che detire of the {loth- 
full is all intalking,and becauſe he doth nothing; 
therefore hee hach-nothing ar the time of his 
death, andday'of his deparcure, hee hath neicher 
Mercy, nor favour, nor grace, nor aſfurance; bur 
periſheth everlaſtingly : hence ir'ts thatthe Lord 
dealeth with theſlugzard anſwerable ro his de= 
fires The deſire of the fluggard killeth him, ſaith the pryy.a1, x5. 
text, becanſe:he cannor ger his-hands ro1dbour : 
fome Intetpierers, holy; nd -judicious;doemars 
vellons fitly expreffe a flugzatd by this place of 
Scripture; it is riot ſaid, becauſe hee cannot get 
his hearttelabonr, bat becauſe hecantiorget-his 
hands rolabour;as ifhe ſhould ſayzgiti good fora 
manto labour; itis goed to heareardpray,;butT' 
cannot get my hands Tot :' the ſhggard faith, 
prayer in hisfamily is good and commendable, 
atd:he Lordirequires ity but thy tongue will nor 
ſpeake, 
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 ſpeake, his knees will not buckle, the fault isnot 


in thy rongu= ard knees, but in thy heart, there- 
fore the text ſaith, his defire will kill him, and 


that will be hisbane, for when the ſluggard ſhall 
thinke he hath deſired grace;and mercy,and par- 


don, and ſalvation, and ſhall miſle of that hee 
thought hee truly defired, when hee lyes on his 
death-bed,and ſeerh that his deſire vaniſherh and 
comes tonothing, this will flay him, becauſe his 
labour wasnot anſfwerable, his deſire wasnot pro- 
firable,his labour was nothing, therefore his de- 
fire brought him nothing. Theſe lazie profeflonrs 
you would thinke there were but few of them in 
the world, bur theſe lazie droanes ſwarmeeyery 
where, andarc the yery plague-ſores of our fa- 
milies and cownes, they could be content to be as 
they ought, and doe as they ſhould, but they ne- 
ver labour to doe that which God requires,there- 
fore let me enterinto ſome particulars,and I wilt 
ranke theſe lazie hypocrites into foure formes, 
that every one may ſee of which ſort he is. 
The firſt ſort are thoſe, who when they enjoy 
the meanes of ſalvation marvellous profitable 
and plentifull, when wiſcdome hath kilted her 
tat things, and refined her wines, and furniſhed 
her tables, every one may come and eat of my 
meat,anddrinke of my wine,now theſe lazie pro- 
fefſaurs cſteeme not, receive not any benefit by 
theſe blcflings which God offers, and wiſedome 
renders to them, but complaine of too much 
bread, and too much wine, and too much manna, 
they will nor take that mercy which is offered; 
a 


i 


nd 
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a Miniſter cannot force a poiyer of grace upon 
cheir ſoules, or any of Gods precious promiſes 
upon their hearts, rheſe are lazie droanes indeed; 
Doth that man defire a commoditie thar will beat 
the Carrier that brings it to him, and caſt it away 
from him > No,all the world will fay he prized ic 
not, hee defired it not, otherwite hee would have 
received it gladly, and given much money for it 


' £00. If a foule were hunger-ſtaryved, would hee 


not receive bread if it wrc offered him,or would 

he not call the manto him that ſold bread, and 
buy ic of him to ſupply his wants with the {0 >| 
neſt,and fay,let me be ſ{crved firſt : So had theſe | 
profeſſours any longing defire after the precious! 
meanes of grace and ſalyation, when mercie and 


falvation hath beene ſer upon the ſtall, and the 


Lord crieth, H9, every one that will, let him take 
of th e well of the water of life, a1d live for ever freely; 


and, Ho, every one that thirſts, let him come and buy 


wine and milke without money: nay, many apoore 
Miniſter would faine leave his commodity be. 
hinde him, and faith, You muſt have it, and ſhall 
have it,-ndI will give you the buying of it; wee 
are faine to force Gods favours upon the ſoule. we 
beſeech youto belecve, and wee intreat you for 
the Lord Jeſus Chriſts ſake to receive mercie,and 
bumble your ſoules, wee would force Gods fa- 
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ion arerevealed, bur they neither paſſe nor care 
to receive any benefit thereby ; this argueth that _ 


ſuch men have no.true deſire after Chriſt Jeſus, 


For a poorchungry finner that is apprehenſive of | 


his owne weakneſſe and feebleneffe, hec longs ; 
when will the feaſt day bee > and whcnwill the 
Lords day came? And when. hee comes into the 
congregation to heare the ward, how carefully. 
will he liſten ? and how dil:gently willhe attend? 
and if the.word comes home to his conſcience, 
or if hee receive not.comfort, hee cries out, Oh 


when will the diſh come to the <nd of the table D 


Tam full of doubts, gocd Lordreſolye me; Iam 


in trouble,good Lord comfort me; have a proud 
ſtout ſtubborne heart,..good Lord humble mce 


thus the hungry foule longs aftertheſe meanes of __ 


falvation., and is wiliing to receive benefit by 
them, and 3 longing hea rt 18 at beſt eaſe when 
the word works. moſt ::But a lazy Hypocriteis at 
beſt eaſe when the word workes leaſt upon him. 
And therefore when he thinkes.the Miniſter will 
come to his foule, hee will notbec at home thar 
day,he wiilbe fure to be our of towne,he knowes 
the Word would have awakened him and affrigh- 

ted him, and;he cannot beare theblow ; therefore 
hekecps away, and .fhunnes the hearing of Gods 
Word which would awaken and hunible him, 


2 Sort «f jazy. Secondly, of this crew:are thoſe, who when 


Hypocrites. 


God hath taen away and deprived them ofthe 
ordinary. meanes of grace and falyation, whereby 
he doth good unto the ſoule, they are wellcon- 
tent to be withour the ſame, they fir downe very 


well fatisfied; if they have a Miniſter, they doe 
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not greatly care, and if they want one, they are 


not greatly troubled, but they fit and areblinde, 


and neyer ſaw any need of a Saviour. All they 
can fay is this(ina good mood) they maryelloutl- 
ly extoll the goodnefſe of God to ſuch a place, 
and fay; . Oh the Goſpell is a precious Jewell, but 
they will 'not goe out a mile or two to receive 
that mercy they doe ſo commend and want, I bee 
ſeech you obſerve ic: -the childethat is almoſt fa- 
mifhed, goesfirſt co his tarher becauſe hee hopes 
he will provide for him , bur if the father bee 
carelefle and will not provide for him , hee will 
either beg, or buy, or borrow ; ſtarve he will not. 
So it 1s with the poore people of God, when they 
are famiſhed tor the bread oflife, they repaire to 


their owne Miniſter, (and they ought todoelo,) 


anJrchey ſhould comfort and encourage them in 
theway of well doing in the preaching of the 
famine not of bread,but a famine of th: woxd and they 
fhall goe from one ſea to another, from one 
coaſt to another, and ſeeke bread; but ſhall finde 
none, how farre will men goe to ſeeke out bread 
in times of famine, rather than they will ſtarve ; 
then they will find their hands and legs, and goe 


though itbe never ſo far for comfort : Soirt will- 


be with thy ſoule, ifthou haſt a ſound deſire after 
the Word of God, were it ſo asit isfometimes 
tune of drought, that a company ofcarcell for 


want of water were like tobee ſfoiled, willnota 


man drive them a mile or :two to water; that 


they may bee refreſhed > Goe: thou then downe 


Y 2 mro 


Goſpell ofthe Lord Jeſus.Ic is ſaid, God will ſend a Ame; 8. ti, 
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into thine owre conſcience, and condemne thy 
owne ſoule:hadſt thonas much care for the good _ 
of thy ſoule, as thou haſt forthe good of thy cat- 
tell, thou wouldſi goe as farre to heare che Word 
preached, thar thy foule might rcceive comfort 
and refrcſhment thereby, When the famine was 
fore. in the Land of Canaan, Lacob did not fay ro 
bis ſonnes, let us fic ſtil] here.cill the Egyptians | 
ſend usfood, bur, get you wp thither, and buy ſome. 
that wee may [ive and nit die» That which was in 
lacob would bein thy ſoule, if thou hadſta ſincere 
deſire after the-riches of Gods mercy in Jeſus 
Chriſt. 

Thirdly, thoſe who when they have the means. . 
of grace and ſalvation, are content to.uſe them, 
and if they want the meanes will ſecke out for . 
them, bur yer are not carefull and watchfull ro 
prevent thoſe inconveniences, and to remove 
thoſe hinderances which prejudice and: hinder 
them from receiving that benefit by the meanes 
which they wantarid delire; theſe never had any 
true and ſound defire after Chriſt, and therefore 
never ſhall receive ſound grace ſocontinuing. Of 
this ſort are your tipling Goſpellers, for there are 
ſuch ageneration inthe world: a man may have 
the name of a profeſſor, and yet bee a ſecrer drun=- 
kard, Firſt, hee feeth: his evilland confefleth ir 
to:God, and praycth againſt it in the morning ; 
yet he will venture intothat company, and ſecke 
after thoſe occafions, whereby he may be broughe 
to commit the-fame finne againes And he faith, 
alas, it is my; faulr, and it is my. infirmitie F wy 
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deſire is to abandon ir, but all fleſh is fraile, and 
alas, what would yon have me do ? I pray againſt 
it, it isnot I but finve ; and therefore if | be over«. 
.taken anddrawne alide with it, pitty is to be ten- 
dered, and you muſt pardon me; thuz hee heals 
himſelije. No. no, let. ſuch men take notice of” 
this : It was not a true defire as wrought in 
tice, it was onely adeceir. Is that man defiroas 
to keep his mony,thar willgo-into ſuch company 
as. he is ſure will couzen him of it, or goe in taar 
way where hee is ſqre to meet with theeves thac 
will rob him > No, experience teacheth us how - 
tender menare togoe in fuch company,or to tra- 
vell that way where they may be affaulced. So I 
ſay of theſe, had the Lord ever wrought effetu- 
ally upon thy ſoule, and had thy heart beene<n= 
larged with defire after themercy which God of- 
ters, when thou hadſt good exhorrations, admo= 

nitions, and many ſweet promiſes made knowne 
unto thee,thou wouldſt nor goc amongſt theeves 

androbbers that ſhould deprive thee of the com- 
fort which thy ſoule hath received from the 
Word. 


The fourth fort are thoſe, who though ſome 4 Serecf lazie-/ 


duty bee preſcribed, and ſome particular ſervice *? 
revealed to them, and exatedfrom them by rhe 
Miniſter, yet they will nor ſet upon any dary,but 
careleily caſt it off and not attend therennc> : 
theſe never attained any. ſound defire in their 
ſoules. I doe not ſay hee that omits aduty upon 
occaſion, exrher our of ce-prarion ſurpriſing hirn, 
Or- eceafion: prevailing :' But whena man is infor- 
Y 3 med. * 
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med and convinced in his conſcience that hee 
ought to doe what the Word reqaires,} and yet 
 willnot ſet upon it,butcareleſly neglea the ſame; 
this argueth his ſoule was never quickoned with 
any ſound deſireafter the thing, becauſe he would 
rot labour for the thing hee deſired. - Hee that is 
deſirous-to ſpeake-with a-man, 1s not content fo 
goc to one place onely and aske for him, but hee 
will ſeeke from place-rto place, fromman to man, 
and neyer reſt tiil hee findes him. So it is with a 
hearc that 13 ſoundly defirons after grace : it will 
eot only take up ſome daty which God requires, 
bur if there bee any ſ{crvice which the Word re- 
yeales,or any duty.the Lord commands, hee will 
take It up, and.as hee is able ſer upon the dutie. 
 Sometimesa man may neglect a dutic he knowes 
not of, but if hee be informed and convinced 
thereof, hee cannot but ſer about it, if hee deſires 
' to gaine good thereby, Therefore if -any man 
hath wronged any by falſe dealing, theeving, or 
pilferizg, the ſervant, the maſter; the childe, the 
tather,the chapman,the buyer,8c, let that ſoule 
know it is hisduty, and God requires it if ever he 
- will have pezce of conſcience, and the evidence 
; of Gods love made knowne to him in the pardon 
of hisfinnes, thathe muſt makereſtiention. Ve 
1ee.,Zachews when God had epened his eyes, and 
given him a thorow deſire to-come home and 
ls ove Chriſt, made an open proclamation; 1f 
Eutety.3*  1have wronged any.man, let him come, and I wilf re-.. 
flore him fourefold, It there be anyrthat I have co- 
 zenedby my falſe weights, and faire pretences : 
7 S 
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If I have wronged any mas, not of foure pounds, 
but of forty, a hundred pounds; not ſome man, 
bur any man, Iwill reſtore,&c. Beloved, this isa . 
duty which God requires-of every ſoule; and this 
18a way whereby thou mayeſt get ſome comfort 
to thy ſelfe, if thon-art contert to renounce thy 
finnes, and receive mercy in the pardon of 
chem.If therefore any here preſent ſhall goe away 
and hide his ffollen waters,-and bee loth toreſtore 
that which hee hath-gotten by-his cheating and 
falſe dealing, bur faith his eiſtatewill be impoye. 
riſhed, and hee ſhall bee caſt behinde hind; and 
what will the-world ſay, I ſhall quite bee ſhamed 
forever : Why, if thou beelſt afraid of ſhame,de- 
liver thy money into the hand of ſomehoneſt and 
faichfull Miniſter, and let him makeup the matter 
privately, But what,doſtrhou tellme of poverty? 
thon hadſtbetrerbecaſt behinde hand, than bee 
caſt iotohel!l, Doſt chou defire grace-and mercy ? 
Hearken what the Lord ſaith, this duty muſt bee 
performed, if ever thoir receive mercy, ſetupon 
that duty then, or elſe thou ſhalt neverger par- 
don of thy finnes. Sonow wee may ſee by theſe 
particulars, that the world even. ſwarmes with 
lazy Hypocrites, and: thatthere 1s butittle ſound 
defire afrcr grace. How-many have the meanes 
and will not ufe them-2 - How many want the 
meanes, and will not feeke out:for them ? How 
many ſeeke out for the meanes, bur yetare not 
carefull to avoid thoſe hindrances which may hin- 
derthem from recciving-benefit by Gods Ordi= 
nances? How many are informed and convinced 
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Prov.14e 27, 


. bee thy bane in the end, This is the firſt ſort of 


 leaveit : But a poore famiſhed ſoule and hunger- 


elſe. Now of theſe Stage Hypocrites, I will ſet 


ofmany duties, that ought to bee done, and yet 
will not ſer upon: the performance of them ? 
What can any one ſay againſt this truth ? Salo- 
mon ſaith, in all labouy there ts abundance, but the 
talking of the lips tendeth to penury : SO ſay 1, in all 


ſound labour and fincere endeyour there is pro- 


fir, Tfthou endevoureſt truly afcer Chriſt, andif ' 
thou doſt labour after. grace in- the nſe of all 
cancs conſtantly and unweariedly, there is a 
great deale of benefit to be gained thereby ; bar 
all thy talking _ wiſhing tendsto penury, it will 


thoſe that have not a ſound defire, which I terme 
lazy Hypeccrirtes. 

The ſecond fort are ſuch as I call ſtage Hypo= 
crites, that a& the part of profeſſion curiouſly, as 
Avab ated the part of taſting , for he humbled him 
ſelfe and put on ſackcloth, &c. Now there 1s the 


ſamedifferencebetwixta Stage Hypocrite, anda 
true {11cere profeſiour, as 1s betweene a chapman 


that buyes for gaine, and a chapman that buyes 
for neceſlity : Hethat buyes for gaine, will have 
his penny-worth, or elſe he will none of the com- 
modiry ; hee will have it worth his mony, orelſe 


bitren creatare, that bayes for meere neceſlitie, 
muſt have it and will have ic what ever hee wants 
beſide : hee ftands notupon Zfs, and 4nds, but 
e:ve me grace and take all; hee cares for nothing 


dewne two forts, becauſe I defire to lay them 
naked, EO 
.And 
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off round! Y, theſe 
But to have all Chrif 
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doe theſe men 


this ſhee wil Ot, all herdefire Is tohavea 
 Tich joynry ſtate. So mar Y Profle the 
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Goſpell, becauſe it 18a matter of credit, and great 
men cannot countenance the Goſpell ſo much as 
the Goſpell credits them : but it thou wilt not be 
content to be ruled by the ſame,thon artan adul- 
rerous profeſſour, thon never didſt defire Chriſt 
for humſelfe, but for thy owne aymes and ends, 
only ro make a booty of Chriſt; buc now a good 
heart,a gracious foule, that hath this defire,ſer on 
by the Spirit powerfully and effetually, will bee 
content to have all Ghriſt, and nothing but hi» 
in every thing he enjoyes. A covetous man dc 
fires wealth, and would he haye bur alittle? no, 
he cries, more,more,and hath never enough : the 
ambitious man defires honour, and is ncver fati(> 
fied. Sohee that longs for the Lord Jeſus, will 
have all Chriſt, and every thing in Chriſt, and 
Chriſt in every thing; hee will have a Saviour 
what eyer he wants befides. A childe that longs 
forthe meat on the cable, when his father gives 
him a peece, hee eats it ; his father cuts him-ano- 
ther,he cars that too, then his fatherbids him goe 
downe ; no,but more of that, father, he ſtill begs 
more of that,andis neyer content. So it is with a 
foule that defires grace forgrace ſake, and Chriſt - 
for Chriſts ſake, be cries ſtill, more of thar grace, 
and more of that Chriſt, If Chriſt comes to re- 
prove him,he takes that ; if Chriſt comes to con- 
demne him, well-come; if Chriſt come to re- 
forme his finnes, hee rejoyces, and would have 


. more of thatſtill; Oh more mercie,and oh more 


2race,and more holinefſe,he can neyer be conten- 
red,he An never beglutted withthar, 
- The 
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\ The ſecond ſortof theſe ſtage hypocrites are 2 Sor of tage 
thoſe that goe further than theſe, they will uſe all Frpocries. 


Gods ordinances, but when it comes topart with 
any thing for Chriſt, and to ſuffer any thing for 
che Lord Jeſus, then they ſhake hands z this was 
Peters folly, but it was in atemprtation, when the 
damſell ſaid, Thoy alſo wert with Feſms of Galilee , he 
anſwered, I know not the man; he knew not that 
Chriſt that was now in trouble. So when the 
Goſpell comes to require ſuffering, and contewpr, 
and diſgrace,we know not the Goſpell, wee have 


another Chriſt, and another Goſpell then. Car- 


nall men deale with Chriſt, as 4chiſh King of 
Gath did with David, when hee had remained 
ſome yeares with him, 4chiſh was to goe to bat- 
tell,and David was defirous to goe with: him, bac 
the Princes were againſ it, and Achiſh faid, thon 
art upright, I have ſeene no evill inthee, but only 
the Princes doe nor favour thee, and therefore David 


muſt not goe. This is the guiſe of this baſe, rot- 


cen, and finfull age of the world, they ſay this and 
that holy courſe is commendable, and honoura- 
ble, bur chey feare il] crimes, and they are out of 
date, and fo leave it wherechey found it; there- 
fore urge your great men with ſtrictneſſe, and 
they reply preſently, what will the world ſay 
then,and what will the world thinke then > here 
15 their religion : Itts no matter what the world 
faith, I will cell thee what God and the Word 
ſaith, thog that art a ſtage profeſſour, a meere 
eutfide Chriſtian, the Lord never yet wrought 
any ſound defire after grace in thy heart to this 
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day ; of this ſort were thoſe we reade of, that be- 
leeved in our Saviour, but durſt not profcfle him 
by no meanes,they wiſhed things were better,bur 
becauſe things are as they are,they will doe as the 
rimes doe : the rext ſaith, They loved the praiſe of 
men morethan the praiſe of God: 1o it is with theſe 
men, they weare ſuch and ſuch faſhions, becauſe 
Gentlemen weare the ſame. I tell you, you love 
the guiſe and applauſe of the world more than 
the mercy and promiſes of God in Chriſt, Ir is 
thatwhich is alſo obſervable in che young man, 
he held ont cill Chriſt came tothis, ro /e# a4. So 
alſo in the other, Match. 18, that profeſſeth to 
our Saviour, 7 will yoe with thee whither ſo ever 
thow goefh; Wile thou, faith Chriſt? but thou 
muſt know upon what rermes then,The foxes have 
holes,and the birds of the atre have neſts,but the Sonne 
of man bath not where to lay hi head, if thou follow 
me, ſaith Chrift, thou muſt have povertie, and 
ſhame, and diſgrace, therefore thou hadſt beſt 
looke before thou leape ; away went he when he 


| heard this, wee never heard of him more. So 


theſe men ſay, the profeſſion of the Goſpell is 
good and commendable, but when we come onee 


- 8oſeliing all, then they are gone, they will not med- 


dle with it. Now had a man alonging defire in- 
deed,he would not delay and demurre the time, 
nor paſſe what men fay or thinke, burhe faith, ler 
me have whatl need, and let men ſay what they 
will; I paſſe not what the world efteemes of me, 
lct mee have that mercie I need, and that grace I 
wanr,let me haye Chrift,and ler men ſpeake their 
pleaſure, 
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pleaſure. We have done now with the two firſt 
ſort of hypocrites, which diſcover,they neyer had 
this true longing defire wrought in their hearts, 
I come now to the laſt. 


There is another ſort that have gone very 3 Sorr of hy- 
farre, and yet fall ſhortof the truth and ſound. **"e*: 


neſle of this deſire, and they are terrified hypo- 


crites,ſuch as God hath revealed the vileneſſe of 


their finnes unto,and ſhewed them the baſeneſle 
of their abominations, even all thoſe privie 
haunts of cheir luſts and finfull diſtempers, the 
Lord hath made this cleare to their judgements, 
and hath alſo ler a veine of vengeance into their 
hearts, and kindled the flaſhes of hell fire upon 
their conſciences, hee hath ſhewed them their 
ſinnes commitred,and hell fire gaping to receive 
them : I beſeech you marke,, it is ſtrange how 


this perſon will beſtirre himſelfe, his defires are” 
very. vehement, his endevours extraordinarily 


abundant, in every way that concernes his good, 
ſo that a man would wonder that any man ſhould 
doe what he doth Ih this time of cxtremitie; and 
the ground isrhis, the | orrovr of conſcience and 


guilt of finne is upon him. You can goe away 


with your pride and ſtubbornnefſe now,and make 
nothing of it ; whar, you afraid cf a Miniſter, and 
of the judgements of God denounced ? no, if 
hell were ſer open before you, you would not be 


afrighted thereat : well, the Lord will teare that 


heart of thine one day, ard rend the gall of that 
ſoule of thine one day , and ob{erveit,when the 
Lord doth this, as the horrour of conſcience, and 
L 3 ouilt 
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gnilr of finne is uoſupportable, ſo ir is admirable 
to obſerve what a man will doe to bee rid of it: 
and the paſſages of a terrified hypocrite diſcover 
themſelves in two particulars : 

Firſt, he willbe lingring and bankering after 
ſome corruption, he will be playing with edged 
tooles with the flic about the candle, and will 
venture farreupon thoſe occaſions that may draw 
him into ſfinnez as a drunkard will be content to 
be called inte an ale-houle, that he may have oc- 
caſion to tipple ; but a graciens heart though hee 
loathes all finne, yer he loathes that moſt which 
hehath moſt loved; as an adulterer flyes from all 
looſe thoughts, as from a Deyill, as from hell, 
and from all occafions that may give way there- 
unto. 

Secondly,in this hypocrite you ſhall finde com- 
monly this note, hee will (light and ſlabber over 
ſome ſmaller ſinnes,as he thinkes, and ſome lefler 
corruptions, and though hee bee taken afide with 

ſome diſtempers, yet this and that ſervice he can 
doe,thisand that prayer he can'make, ſuch duties 
hecan performe,that will make all whole againe. 
Bur thou hypocrite, doth the Lord Jefas Chriſt 
give thee power againſt one fin, and not againſt 


every ſinne?doſt thou findeone finne vile,and not 


anather? thou willingly deceiveſt thine owne 
ſoule : for that ſoule that hath beene traly wonn- 
ded with theuglinefle of finne, dares not meddle 
with it, but if reproofe comes, it yeelds, if any 
thing be amiſlc, he will reforme it, he will rather 


be miſerable than finfall. 
| : Nay, 
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Nay, in the third place a terrified hypocrite ic 


is marvellous what he will doe in pretence of re= 
ligion for Chriſt, hee will part with any thing,hee 


cares not for ſhame, when men point at him, 


what, you turned profefſour now? I have knowne 


the cime you have hated and railed at ſuch, hee 


cares not for this, let them ſay what they will, nay, 


even perſecution he will ſuffer contentedly, and 


never feeke Chriſt all chis while ; what is the 
reaſon of this ? why,he findes now by experience 
that hell. fire 1s worſe than wild-fire ; tell not mee 
of reproach, ſaith the poore ſoule in horronr of 
heart, tell mee not that-men will ſcoffe at me ; I 


had rather have wild-fire about mine eares, than 


hell fire apon my conſcience, any thing that will 
cure mee and heale mee ſhall be well-come ; its 


hell where I have beene, and it is horrour that 


hath ſeized upon my ſoule, and TI had rather doe 


or ſuffer any thing than thus continue ; and all 


this is forcaſe now : for horrour of conſcience is 


greater than all the plagues in the world, and 


therefore he will be content to beare that one, fo 
he may berid of the other; hee had rather bee 


ſhamed than plagued; rather bee baniſhed than 


terrified ; rather imprifonedthan tormented :yer 
onely ſeekes his owne eaſe, not a Chriſt all this 


while: And therefore experience hath taught. 


us this, that many after a great deale of terrour 


andhorrour of heart,wheg the pang is over, have 


returned,and beene as vile, andas baſe, and as fins 


fall, nay, hap'y worſe than ever they were be-{_ 
reaſon is, they have gottentheir defire - 
- now;. 


fore : the 
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20w,and they care for no more,they have gotten 
their eaſe and quiet now, and as for Chriſt, and 
grace,and holinefſe,they care no more for them, 
becauſe they haveno more uſe of them : Nay,to 
goc further ( obſerve it ) this poore creature may 
in his owne ſenſe and feeling apprehend and 
rhinke, that he doth renounce all ſinne truly, and 
that he puts the higheſt cſtceme and greateſt ac- | 
count upon the Lord Jelus Chriſt above all 

things in the world; if hee looke into his owne 
apprehenſion, he may thinke he doth thus, and 
yer the union and leaguc berweene finne and his 
foule was never broken, all this may bee in ſenſe 
and feeling, andan honeſt Miniſter, if he be not 
very wiſe incharitic,willjudge ſo,as ſhall appeare 
by this inſtance : Take water ſeerhing hor,though 
In nature It is the coldeſt of all elements, yet 
while it continucth on the fire, it growes ſo hor, 
that a man ſhall feele no cold art all in ir, but yet 
there 1s a principle of cold remaining 11 # (asthe 
Philoſopher conceives) for placke the fire from 
the watcr, or the water from the fire, and it will 
returne co coldnefle againe, and freeze the ſoo- 
ner, becauſe when it is taken from the fire,it beats 
out the heat with the more violence : Now the 
reaſon why the cold was there, -and yet not per- 


ceived,was, becauſe the fiercenefle of the heat did 


over-maſlter it, and made ir retire, and not ex- 
preffe it ſelfe in outward appearance. So It 1s 
with this terrified hypecrite in theſe pangs of cx- 
tremitie, and horrours of conſcience, when the 


\ſoule is poſſefled with the fierce indignation of 


the 
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the Almightie, when the flaſhes of everlaſting 
vengeance ſeize upon the heart of a finner ; 
chis takes off. the pleaſure, delight and conrenr, 
which the heart had in finne : though the ſoule 
love it, and che heart embrace it, and the ſpirit 
cloſe with ir, yet he can findand feele in his owne 
apprehenſion no pleaſure ar all in finne, nor no 
ſwecrneſle in his luſts, by reaſon ofthe dominee- 
ring vengeance of the Lord, which takes of all 
che pleaſantneſle that was initbefore. And there- 
fore the adulterer that hath his dalliances every 
morning, if God let 'the flames of his vengeance 
once into his ſonle, as hee hath flamed inluſt, 'all 
his ſiveetneſſe anddelighrt in«fia will 'vaniſh away 
in his owne apprehenſton,bur yer his fogle cleaves 
co his baſe laſts ſtill, and his heart is knitto them, 
and the league and combination betweene finne 
and his ſoule was neyer brokenand parted.: 80 
that by this we may ſee,why a finner in his owne 
apprehenſion may thinke hee hath no dclight in 
finne, aud yet there is a league betweene finne 
and the fonle till, and this Hypocrite may thus 
continue all the while the ſound of the ſtroke'is 


upon him. If haply his affe&ions be ſtirring af- - 


ter ſome finne, then ſaith conſcience, You re- 
member what was done before, you remember 
what you did ſuch and ſuch atime;wonld you faia 
be ia hell againe? I will arreſt you for thisone day 
(faich conſcience) and ſo his ſoale flieth off from 
his curſ-d diſtempers, not that the union berween 
finne and his ſoule is broken, but onely his cor- 
raptions for the preſent = abated forating., By 
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this time you ſce the reaſon why Tentred upon 
this point, which was this, to undermine the 
bottome that beares np the ſoules of many carnall 
menin the world, and to cut off all pleas, and to 
raze the foundation. of all carnall confidence un- 
der heaven: therefore I beſeech you marke 1t, you 
will ſay this is marvellous hard, theſe truths are 
marvellous terrible. 
But ſome may ſay, What,doc you thinke that all 
thoſe which will not come under the power of 
the Goſpell that enjoy it z Doe yoathinke that all 
that will not ſeeke out for the Goſpell, that wane 
it;Do you think thatall thoſe who are not carefull 
to preventthoſei nconveniences, which may hin» 


der them from the benefic of the Goſpell ; Doe 


you thinke that every man that is informed and 
convincedof adaoty, and will nor take itup, bath 
no dehire after godlineſſe 2 Doe you thinke if a 
man w1ll not part with all, andbe content to bee 
vite.and baſe for Chrift, that hee hath no defire 
after Chriſt? -Doe you thinke a man may take 
up all duties for his owne eaſe, and ſecke Chriſt 
in them? - T5 Ie 
Beloved, I ſpeake not my owne thoughts, but 
itis cleare out of the Word of God, that none of 
all theſe ſorcs- of perſons ever yet attained atrne 
longing defire afterthe Lord Jeſus Chriſt, You 
told mee in the beginning if I conld prove this, 
you would yeeld the day ; therefore take theſe 
truths home to your ſoules, and reaſon and parly 
ſoundly and choronghly with your owne hearts 
after this manner : Why, how farre am I from 
heaven ? 


The neoleretut amr IT 
heaven *: It the Lor: 


oule ; If Ineyer yet had 

Our, what not deſire 

dreame or thinke thac 

my ſoule in t 
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4; 2ce COuzened in our con. 
dition, ner decej dby reſting in our performan- 
Ccs,Kc. Ireferre My anſwer to theſe three con- 
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evillot punithment, and makes knowne a greater 
2cod to the: heart than eaſe, .and the removal of 
the outward plague and horrour : The Spirit of 
God undermines theſe diſtempers and corrupti- 
ons : the corruption of the foule would faine 
have eaſe, bur the Spiric faith there is a better 
good than caſe, that faith horrour is terrible, 
but the Spirit faith ſinne- is more miſerable. 
Looke as it 1s. with a gaod Cordiall, it will 
worke out a diſtemper, though it lie long in 
the heart of a man, yet it will drive it away at 
length: Soir is with thealmightie worke of Gods 
Spirit, which poffefſeth the heart of the ſoule tru- 
ly humbled.(I would faine exprefe my (elfe more 
fully) You muſt know that theſe ſhifts of ſpiric, 
and privy prankes of heart whereby the Devill 
windes himſelfe in upon a terrified conſcience, 
they are the laſt caſt, the maine hold of Satan, 
he is now driven into his tren:hes, and therefore 
he will play faſt and looſea long time, and diſco- 
ver deſperate ſubtilties. 
Originall corruption is like a fountaine 3 now 
a fountaine hath many Condaits, ſome nearer, 
ſome further : but if chere bee any water in the 
Fountaine, the neereſt Conduit will have itſoo- 
neſt. Soifrhere be any original] corruption ( as 
there is.in all) it will be ſure to bee feene inthis 
Conduit of felfe-eafe and ſelfe- confidence in hor- 
rour to bee avoyded, and duty-to-bee performed, 
The Naturaliſt obſerves, the heart is the laſt thar 
dies; therefore though the eyes beedimme, and 
the tongue falters, and the hands. bee feeble, 


yer 
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jet the pulic of the heart will goe ſtill, fo long as 
there is any lifethere, So: it'18 here, | the: pulſe 
of originall corraption will bee ſeene in theſe 
baſe diſtempers of ſpirit, which cleave unto 
us whileſt wee live in this world; but they are 
ſill undermined and: oppaſed by the Spirit of 
God. *. Fe 3-20 ;: 
Secondly, judge not: thy ſelfe in time of ex- 
tremity and horrour of Spirit, by che nor ſtirring _ ry 
andnot moving of thy affections to finne. Doe 
not thinke thy. eſtate good becauſe: thou findeſt 
not this, neither judge thy condition il] becauſe 
thou findeſt ſome corruption ſtirriug at ſuch 
times, for that is the falſe grovundofan Hypocrite; 
be judgeth the water. to be meerly hot, becauſe 
hecan feelenocold; he thinkes hee hath no {oye 
ro ſinne, becauſe hee cannor feele that hee hath 
any affection to it in the time of horrour': but he 
is deceived, forthe at cf finne may be overpow- 
red, when the nnion betweene fin and the foule 
ſtillremaines.' As for example, a.poore Saintof 
God may have Gods Spirit and yer never perceive 
it, becauſerhe Spirit may ſom-tim:s either ſu(- 
nd: his action, or elſectie ation may be over- 
clouded by the:diftemper.. So it:is here, Saran 
may rule inthe hearts-af:the ch:ldren of difobe- 
dience, and-caftin the ſeeds of baſe corruptions, 
and build holds of diſtempers,. ard the poore 
foule nor underſtand the ſame. 
_ - But how: ſhall a mari judge himſelfe-in; ſuch Queſt. 
times ?: -* No oe" 
I:anſiver, In ſuch times labour to {ce how thy Af. 
i Aa 3 _ minde 
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minde is inlightned to ſee the beauty of holinefle, 
and how: thy underſtanding comes to prize the 
excellency of goodneſſe for it {elfe, how thy 


| hearr ſtands bEnt to entercaine all the truth and 


godnefieof God made knowne unto thee. And 
(marke what now I ſay) if thou defireſt holineffe 
for it ſelfe, and che benr of thy heart 1s afterholi- 
neſle, 10 that thoa canſt not bee contentto bee 


. eaſed by holines, untes thou beeſt poſſeſled,over- 


powred by holinefſe and the vertue thereof: If 


 irbethus with thee, judgethy ſelfe bythis means. 


Suffer mee to exprefic my felfe after this manner, 
thatrevery one may underſtand : Conceive two 
wonen, the one ficke, the other inlove, both 
defire the Phyſirian; the ficke defires the Phyſt- 
tian, to bec healed by him, the other deſires him 
nor fomnch'to be healed, but ſhee 1sdefirous to 
be married to him, Soitis withthe foale that 15 
-carried ina kinde of love and affection togodlt- 
neffe, hee woald not have Chrift onely.to heale 
him, bur he would be married to Chrift, that hee 
mayenjoy the'God ofall pardonabg, that he may 
enjoy the God of all purging and purifying. 
Take notice of it, ſometimes men in times of 
ſickneſſeaſc thar for phyficke, which-intheeime 


—of health rhey uſed for common diet: Soa gra- 


cious and holy heart in the time of terrour and 
vexation of conſcience will embrace holinefle, 
not for phyſicke fake onely tobe healedby it, but 
fordietſfake'to live by holineſſe, thar hee mighr 
take poſſefiion of holineſſe, and that holineſle 
might take poſſeſſion of him : this is the -_ 
judge- 


COS LD remnants -— en 
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judgement the foule hath in time of _—_——— 
for markeſome paſſages of thisnature. It is pofli- 
ble out of ſclfe-lave for the preſervation of a 
mans felfe, ro deſire eale and quietnefſe, bur hee 
cares not by whom, if God, or Chriſt, or Holi- 
neſſe, or Prayer, will caſe him,lert chem doe ir,and 
all chis may bee for meere ſelfe-loye, not forany 
love of Chriſt or holinefle atall, But co have the 
ſoule carried with deſiretoa ſupernatural! good, 
ro bolinefſe in the beauty thereof, that it may en- 
joy it, andbepofleſſed of it; corrupt nature can- 
not, corrupt.nature will not come to this, itis the 
_ of the Lord onely that can enable a man to 
CC If. | 

Suffer mee -to exprefle a paſſage or two this 
way: theextremityof Gods indignation is a farre 
greater evill than all che good things in the world 
canbe comfortable; iris a farre greater evill than 
any thing here below, better to bee in beggery, 


berter to bee inpriſon, betcer to bee perſecuted, 


than tobe tormented, than to be ſer upon a con- 

tinuall wracke by the horrour of confeience 2: 
Now as the indignation of the Lord is a far grea- 
ter puniſhment than theſe ; ſo the caſe from this 
158 greater good than can proceed fromthe things: 
here below, che eaſe: is anfiwerably good, avthe 

indignation is evill, A wicked man wonld have: 
eale for his finnes; therefore his finnesare agrea- 


ter good than his eaſe; Bur a:gratious heart de---- 


fires holinefſe beyandeaſe widtin;abd all;though © |_| 


hee were in he preateſtexenemity;” I expreſſe it 
mN9s : A gratious heatr.if he had all the eaſe inthe 
| world, 


—— 
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2K | world, if hee had not holinefſſe, hee could not bee 
218 {arished ; andif he had holineſſe, though hee had 
ti © not eaſe, hee would bee contented: I fay, hada 
Sil | 1. oracieus heart eaſe and quier, and yet had a'vile 
2 and polluted foule, if his old diſtempers were ſtill 
| remaining, and his old corruptions ſtill continu- 
a | ing, he would complaine and ſay; Ihaveeaſe and 
C1 quiet now, but my heart isas bad as eyer. It hee 
Et hadcaſe and not holinefſe, hecould not bee fariſ(- 
i | fiedif hee were of aright ſtampe, and it hee had 
_ _ holineſſe and more power againſt {inne,.and the 
preſence of Chriſt prevailing wich him,iand pur- 
| ging him from corruptions, he would blefle Gods 
| Name: that is the ſecond. 
| z Thethird conclafon is. this, doe not content 
my your ſelves 1n this, that you ſce a need of a Savi- 
| our, becauſe your mindsare inlightned therein, 
th 17h # and your reaſon perſwaded thereof, when in the 
Wh | meane time you place a kinde of confidence up- 
4 $1388 on the duty performed, and ſervice? diſcharged, 
WAH | andthinke to bring Chriſt thereby tobee at your 
11188 becke, and you in the meane while doe what you 
IK! |; pleaſe,this is a wonderfull cunning craft of Satan. 


I ' This 1 ſay then, A man may ſee a need of a Sa- 
11408 viour, but doe not quiet thy ſoule becauſe thou 
"'F] j knoweſt it: muſt bee ſo, and becauſe thou findeſt 


by experience thou canſt not helpe thy ſelfe; the 


N : | 1h Cl guilt of ſinne ſtil! ſtickes upon thee, and there- 
mii How Sean de. fore a Saviour now muſt helpe thee. I ſay, con- 
kl 6 peers me  tentnot thy ſelfe with the meere notion of it, to 
oh ſay Iſceit muſt be fo, and ſoit ſhould bee fo, and 


"iſt ___ reſtthylelfe contented inthe performance of ſer- 
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vices, and thinke to bring a Saviour to beat rh 

becke, ro doe what thou wilt for thy ſonle ; this 
is a ſlight or ſecretthar Satan hath pinned tothy 
foule. Many thinketo have a ſoveraigne autho» 
rity over Chriſt when they have performed holy 
duties, So that an Hypocrite doth nor uſe the 
means to be led tro Chrift,that Chriſt may diſpoſe 


— ofhim zbut he rakes up his duties to be comman- 
- ders of Chriſt, chat hee may diſpoſe of Chriſt to 


ſerve his owne turne : ſo that he makes Chriſt an 
abettor of him in his wickednefſe, not a ſabduer 
of his corruptions. This is a marvellous deceir, 
when men reſt in their owne abilities, and ſo 
abuſe Chriſt, not entertaine him. An Hypocrite 
praycth not for mercy, that mercy may rule him, 
but chat hereby hee might command Chriſt, and 
diſpoſe of him, to take away the ſting of finne, 
chat ſo he may dally with finne. Ard this will ap- 
peare in twopaſſges. 


How Satan 
deludeth the 


foule, 


"» : 
Obſerve in the firſt place before the commiſſi- Rzle 1. 


on of fin, how thy heart is in the performance of 
duty ; dorh thy prayer, and hearing, and perfor- 
mance of ſervices, make the venturous and foole 
hardy to meddle with corruptions 2? then it is a 
certaine ground, thou placeſt carnall confidence 
In thy owne performances. As forexample ; If a 
profeſſor ſhould fay, what if I doe now and then 
finne ? and what if Idoe now and then pilfer and 
uſe falſe weights and meaſures ? I will pray but 
lo much the more, and faſt ſo much the oftner ; 
will not conſcience thenbe ſatisfied ? It ſhallbe 
latisfied, T will command ir, I will pat in baile 
. Bb for 


$0 pu > @ gt E WR. 24 fe - —. _ _ = 
ger HOT I LOOEE _ w_ ad Bu % s - 
O_ ay—— 
_ bs _ ", _ 
———_ / —— m "6 gn , 4a. 999 
ai Aid an A RR 2 h 


— ca, ——_ P——— 


4 


199 


T je Soules effec ualt callin; to Chriſt. 


2 Rule, 


for my ſinne, and pray againſt it : Now (I bes» 
ſecca you obſerve it) this praying and pertor- 
ming of duties, is meerly ro command a Saviour 
to give allowance to finne,that ſuhe might com- 
mit finne freely, As who ſhould ſay, I have au- 
thoricie over my Saviour,and he ſhall pardon my 
finnes, and give me allowance to comm:t finne. 
Oh the wrercied villany that is in amans heart, 
Fearfull is thy eſtate { whofocyer thou art ) thar 
makeſt thy performances an abettor of thy. di- 
ſtempers, ſo that thou docſt thy duty not to. cn= 
joy Chriit,that he may helpe thee to prevent fin, 
bur that Chriſt might take off the venome and 
indignation of finne, that ſo thou mighteſt com- 
mit wickedneſle without ſuſpition or diſtra- 
Ction, | 
Obſerve in the ſecond place, how thy ſoule be 

haves itſelfe after the commiſſion of finne, Is it 
ſo, that a man can finde aftcr the naked diſcharge 
of the dutie,all quicr and calme,notwithſtanding 
helives.in a daily courſe and practice of finne, fo 
that he prayes, and yes, he faits, and. couzens, 


. andyct this makes all whole ? I tell you it is an 


undoubred argument, that that ſoule did place a. 


 carnall confidence in his owne performances, and: 


never attained toa Lord Jeſas Chriſt in the du- 
ty ; for he that ſeekes a Saviour in his duties, and 
reſtsnotupon his ſelfe-pcrformances, he brings a 
Saviour,a Chriſt into his foule :and marke what 
followeth, Chriſt brings pardoning vertue, and- 
purging vertue with him, and gives him more 
power againſt his corruptions, and more ſuſpi- 
| LOR > 
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tion over his foule than ever he had before. So 
tizat the ſoule begins to quarrell with it ſelfe, and 
lies down with ſhame,& faich, W hat ſhall I chink 
of my praying and hearing? Where is the ver- 
tue and power of it > did ever Chriſt heare my 
prayers, or come into my {oule by his ordinan- 
ces? where is thc purging vertue then to cleare 
me of my finnes 2 where is the purifyng vere 
to cleanſe mee from my corruptions 2 T his 18a 
ground ofa gracious heart thar placeth nor any 


confidence in holy duties, bur onelyin the Lord 


Jeſus Chriſt, it will ſinke 1n regard of the fail ings 
in hisbeſt duties, and never bee quier before it 
gaine yertue and holinefle fron; Ch riſt 

The third uſe ofthe point now remaines, which 
is auſcofexhortation; and Ibeſeech you, be ex- 
horted and intreated in the bowles of the Lord 


Jeſus Chriſt; fince you ſee the way that God 
hath chalked out before you, fince you ſee the - 


marke and white at which you muſt levell and 
ayme ; what then remaines, but thatwee ſhculd 
have our hearts carried, and our affeCions rightly 
diſpoſed to ayme at this marke? You ſce what 
the Saints will doe,and what God doth doe,rheir 
hearts are quickned to long for Chriſt ; labour 
thou to be ſach as they are,ftrive, that whatorhers 
have,thon mayeſtlikewiſe attaine unto, and bec 
poſſeſſed of ; provoke one another, ſtirre up one 
another,and ſay, Are our defires quickned ? doe 
we long for a Lord Jeſus Chriſt ? this is that we 
muſt come to, if we looke for happineſle, eittcr 
here or hereafter, | 

But 
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| Ove}, But you will ſay this is worth the while i1:deed, 
Sh i and t] e durie is worth the performing, but what 
20 | are the meanes whereby a man may procure this 
| L1H at the hands of che Lord? - | 
| - The meanes are [ome ( I beſeech youthinke (e- 
| riouſly of chem ) how the heart may be wrought 
vpon,and the ſoule finde this bleſſed deſire ; get - 
| this, and you get heayen, it is worth the while, 
AÞ Oh that we had hearts to labour for it. 
F x Meanes, I he firſt meanes is this, be acquainted thorow- 
Wt 7 ly with thine owne neceſſities & wants, with that 
| ( nothingneſle and emptineſfſe that is in thy ſelfe : 
| | the thing is propounded eaſily, but theskill isto 
worke it upon our hearts, which will be moſt hard 
and difficult, We have many wants all of us, bat 
wee worke not our hearts to ſee theſe, and to bee 
ſenſible of them. Therefore worke thy ſoule not 
only tobe ſenſible of all other wants, butalſo of 
this want of deſire, (Iſpeake now tothoſe that 
want this defire,not to thoſethat have attained ir 
already at the hands of the Lord) as therefore 
thou findeſt many wants in thy ſervices, and ma- 
_ ny weakneſſes-in thy performances : So take na» 
tice and conſider of the want of a ſound and fin- 
cere defireafter the Lord Jeſus Chriſt,and worke 
oy heart thereunto the more by theſe two pra- 
ices. 
T. PraBice, Firſt, labour tocut off all thoſe carnall pleas 
| and pretences,' wh:ch would -perſwade thy heart, 
and that fal{ly,that thou doeſt defire the Lord Je- 
ſus Chriſt, This 1s an old rule, the ſoule & never 
couzened, nor never commits afinne, . butit hath 
a 
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a pretence for it. Therefore abandon all thoſe | 


carnall pleas and fooliſh imaginations, which de« 
Inde thy ſoule, and perſwade thy heart that thon 
haſt defired, when indeed thou haſt not :. for this 
I fay.a falſe preſumption that a man hath a thing, 
doth hinder him as much from defiring cf it, as 


it he poſſeffed it already. VVee finde it in nature, Simite.. , 


the ſtomacke is pinched with hunger, becauſe 
meat 13 wanting ; now from this hanger there fol 
lowes a great endevour to get {uccour and ſupply, 
but if there come a cold winde, that overpowers 


theſtomacke, and takes away the hunger, and the 


winde in a mans ſtomacke deprives him of his 
appetite,though he hath no.meat : So it is with 
the ſoule,there is agreat want. of mercie and com» 
fort,and afſarance of Gods love, the ſoule tands 
in necdof holineffe to purge it,and mercie to par- 
donit, Yet when a man hath a fond fancie that 
all is well, and all. his deſires are good, .he fills his 
heart with a yaine fooliſh deſire, and that takes 
away all his cndeyours, and the preſumption that 
he doth defire,doth make him as well contented, 


_ asif hedefired indeed, Sorhat I beſeech you,be 


not carelefſe, doe not groundleſly caſt away the 
eg would informe thee, and convince 
tnNCEe., 
When you heard the word of the Lord, your 
lazie hypocrite, ſtaze hypocrite, and terrified hy- 
pocrite applaud themſelyes, and clap them. lves 
onthe backe, and they know whae they know, 
conrenting themſelves, and perſwading them- 
ſclyes as they did before, they care nor for the 
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St: |: Word,nor Miniſter, &c. which comes to palleby 
* 3 WE cheriſhing theſe falic pretences, that they doe de- 
; | fice Chriſt, miſerably deluding rheir owne ſoules, 
and utterly taking away the edge of their defire | | 
| after grac: and goodnefle, The Laodicran 
Church was rich,and wanted nothing;She wanted 
n0thing, why ? becauſe ſhe ſaid, Shee was rich, and 
et ſhee was poore, and blinde, and miſerable, and na= 
ked. Shee preſumed ſhce was rich in grace, and 
therefore wanted nothing: ſhec preſnmecd ſhee | 
# had cloathirg,and therefore needed not to deſire 
1 _  whiterayment, &c. So that a preſumption that 
4” a man hath a thing,makes him carelefle to get the l 
| | | {am-. Therefore now yeeld the day,and give up 
br * the bucklers ; I would have every one that hath 
; heard the word, to yeeld and give np himſfclfe to 
| the authoritie ofthe ſame 2: And fay, the truth is, 
wi 6 I never deſired aright; ſay one toanother, ard 
214 | informe oneanother, and queſtion one another, 
| 
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and conteſſe, the truth 1s, ray defires were dee 
'\ Celts and fancies,no ſound deſires; and it is Gods 
| great mercie, tharT and my flaſhy deſire were not 


{ 18Y flaming in hell long before this day. No, no, the 

E, truth is, I am a lazie hypocrite, I amone of that 
4} { nature, that will turne with the doore on the | 
18} hinges ; I fay, I hate my baſe diſtempers, and yer . 
a0”; continue 1n them; I pray againſt finne, and yet 


live in finne ; thus call upon thy heart 'and- con- 
vi ſcience, and ſay, I am the lazie hypocrite, God 
yE; hath informed and convinced me of many duties, 
UIK 

| 


telling me what I ſhould doe, but yet my heart 
could neyer bec brought nnto it, to pray 1n pri- 
vate, 
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yare,and make fatisfaQion tothofe I have wron- 
ged ; God faith, I muſt reſtore theſe il! gotten 
ooods, and yc<t the truth is, I would never part 
with them hitherto, but retaine them ſtill, here» 
fore I never bad atrue defire. Yet againe (I be- 
ſeech you helpe one another ) goe home and rea- 
ſon with your ſelves, the truth js, T ans. the ſtage 
hypocrite, | onely make abootie of Chriſt , even 
ſa much religion as will ſerve my hononr,and my 
eaſe and credir, I will take up, but when it comes 
to ſuffering once, that my life, or liberty, or pro» 


ſperitie lye at theſtake, then farewell Chriſt and 


grace: by this it appeares, that I never had any 
true and found defire after Chriſt. And if there 
beany terrified hypocrite here, I thinke there are 
but fcw come fo farre, bur the time will come 
you ſhall have enough to doe that way, that con- 
fience' of yours, whoſe mouth you have ſtop. 
ped, willbe awakened one day, and rend the {all 
of your hearts,if nothere, yet hereafter, Ryr if 


there beany terrified hypocrite here preſent, goe. 


home, and reaſon with your ſelves, I am thisterri- 
fied hypocrite, the Minifterſpake, as if hee had 


beene in my boſome-: In horrour of! heare I'can 


call npon Gad, and ſecke to him, and pray in my 
family, and humble my ſoule ;/ but when: the 


blow is off, I returne with the dog tohis former: 
vomit,and Ithinke ro healeall by my ſervices ; I 


am the man, I am the woman, I beſeech you, 
plucke one another on, and fay, Ilazie, and yon 
lazie,I terrified,and yourerrified, I deluded, and 
you deluded ; therefore now labour to ger out 


of 
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ot this condition, it ever you meane to ger Mcre 
cie to your ſoules,bur if you will Ioſc your ſoules, 
who can helpe it? poe to the proofe, make the 
word good to your confciences ; doc I defire 
Chrift for himſelfe ? No,there is noſuch matrer, 
thcrefore yeeld itbefore heaycen andearth, I did 
never yet attaine to this ſound deſire; this is 
ſomething yet,now you ſee your wants. 


2, Praflice. Secondly then obſerve the difficultie of getting 


this defire,you mutt not thinke that this deſire is 
an ealfic matter ro atraine, the ſoule ſhould often 
realon with it ſelte, how dangerous 13 it to want 
this defire ? without jt I am undone for ever . as 
allo how hard a matter is ic to get this, it is be= 
yondall the power that God hath beſtowed upon 
me,thething is wonderfull hard and difficult,per- 
{wade one another of the thing, and ſay,you and 
I, neighbour, thought it was an eafic matter toget 
this deſire, wee thought it was nothing to ſay ſo, 
and profefle ſo, and reſolve fo, but this is not a 
defire, rotalke, and wiſh, and promilc, it is ade- 
ceit, Deſire 18 another-geſſe matter than we ima- 
gine, it is nocalic matter to defirc aright; who 
will notſay, hee doth deſire 2 every man can doe 
that,yet no man hath good deſire almoſtz a man 
may have abilitie to know, and underſtand wiſe- 
ly, and diſpute judiciouſly of Chriſt and gracc, 
and yer never get a deſire after Chriſt and grace, 
It1s a great matter to know what we ſhould doe, 
It 1s. harder to doe .rhat wee know, and hardeſt 
of all to get adefire to do what we eught. There- 
fore conſider of it ; is the worke ſo heavie, _ 
tne 
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the duty ſo weighty,and we ſounable ; then how 
had weneed to beſtirre our ſelves, and frame onr 
hearts to ſceke for, and attaine to thus bleſſed des 
fire afrer Chriſt ? 
The ſecond meanes is this,confider the necelli= 
tie of this deſire after grace and goodneſle, it 1s 
not .a matter of complement and indifferencie z 
No,no, I may call it the very wheeles of faith, 
upon which faith is carried, for all this while 
faith is a ſowing into the ſoule : Laoks as it 18 
with awaggon, knocke off the wheeles, and all 
lyes-in the duſt; ſo take away this defire, and 
faith 1s in the duſt : the tenour of all the promiſes 
run upon this, thethirftie they are invited, the hun: 
gric they ſhall be ſatisfied, nay not onely f'), but 
Obſerve further the neceſſity of this, when deſire 
comes, all govud workes goe forward, and out 
hearts are nor only ſet upon the dutie,but the.du- 
tic 18crowned and credited by this deſire. It is 
like the mill damme, the fuller the damme is, the 
faſter the mill goes; ſo ger but deſire,and all will 
goe forward; the more defire, the more paincs in 
ſec ingafrer grace, this gives a crowne and a cre- 
dittoall our actions z thou praycſt, haply halfe 
an houre, 1t 1s not thy tongue that the Lord ac+ 
cepts,but thy defirez thou performeſt many du- 
ties outwardly, God carcs not forthatyhc lookes 
only at thy yy to approve thy (elfe to God in 
thoſe duties, this isthe thing that gives credit tc) 
all our actions, 

The third.meanes is this, Jab our to ſpread forth 
theexcellencie of all the beautie, and ſurpaſſing 
Cc glorie 
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wiſely,daily,and judiciouſ]y, upon them as occa- 
fion ſerves,and when thuu ſeeſt that admirable, 
and incomparable yertue and beautie, that is in 
Chriſt, and in the precions promilſes, and canſt 
but view them in their proper coloors; Oh they 
will evenraviſh thee, and quicken up thy deſire. 
If a man carry a packe of never ſorich commadi- 
ties, and never opens them, no man will have a 
deſire to buy ; Or if a man have a cabinet full of 
never ſoprecious jewels, if he doe not unlocke it, 
no man will be (tirred with a defire after them. 
Even fo it is with the promiſes, all thoſe ug- 
ſearchable riches that are in the Lord Jeſus, and 
allthe comforts, both of this lite, and that which 
is to come, they are all ſhur up in the promiſes : 
Now ſet open the Goſpell, and unlock the cab- 
binet of the promiſes,and then the ſoule will car- 
neftly defire the fame. I tell you God isa God of 
comfort, and aZ che promiſes are yea and Amen in 
the Lord Feſus Chriſt, read chem daily, and exa- 
mine the excellencie and beautie therein, that ſo 
thy heart may be brought to prize them, and the 
comtorr ariſingthence, Thy foule is diſcouraged, 
there is mercie to comfort; thon wanteſt grace; 
there is grace to quicken thee. See the worth 
thereof more fully: Lake 24, When Chriſt came 
and walked with the two diſciples that were travelling 
rowards Emaus, Did not our hearts byrne within ws, 
ſay they,while he opened che Scriptures ; the Latine 
word ſignificth to burne with deſire ; Bat how 
camethis? they did not talke a word, and away, 
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but the Lord Jeſus Chriſt opened the Scriptares to 
chez © the riches of grace and ſalvation were un- 
locked, and by Chriſt opened, and then rheir 


hearts burned againe with defire; Oh that Chriſt, 


and that mercie, and that pardon, &c. So view 
thou che promiſes of Chriſt, and grace, and talya- 
tion, you doe? not ſee the value and riches that 


are therein,bur if you will but talke and conferre 


about them, your hearts will burne with deſire, 
doe not caſt an eye and be gone, doe not looke 
over a promiſe and away; no wonder though 


your heartsare not affected,becanſe the excellenr 


things therein contained are not opened and pro- 
pounded to you. 


In che fourth and laſt place, after all this, thou 4. Meanes. 


muſt know that 4c is not inthy power to bring 


thy heart to deſire grace, thou-canft not hammer 


out a deſire upon thine owne anvill, digge thy 
owne pit, and hew thy owne rock as long as 


thou wilt, that 1s a worke out of thy abilitie and 
ſtrength. Nay letall the Angels in heaven, and 
all the Miniſters on-earth proyoke thee, yer if the 
hand of the Lord be wanting, thou ſhalt not litr 
up thy heart, nor ſtep one ſtep rowards heaven; 
therefore I beſeech you marke and acknowledge 


this, and goe to him who is onely able to worke 


this defire in thy ſoule, Ir is the complainr of 
Chriſtians, and rhey mourne under it, and it is a 
great miſerie. Oh they are troubled,becauſe they 
cannot fetch a good deſire from cheir owne 


 foules, and one falls, another finkes, and a third 


ſhakes, and they are overwhelmed with diſcou- 
Ce 2 ragement 3 
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ragetnent : And their complaint is this; VV hat 
a wferched heart have F > Grace? No, no; the 
worid Ican defire, the fe of my childe I long 
for that, nay evcty trifiing profit and pleaſure 
my ſoule covers It ; and I {ay with Rachel, Let me 
have honour, s# &je 7 dye. But I cannot buckle my 
heart, nor worke this vile nature of mine tobee 
carried after,and long for, the unconceivable un- 
ſearchable tiches bf the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, And 
will the Lord ſhi*w miercie to me? Shall I at- 
tairie any favour either here or hereafter? Matke 
the deceit ini this caſe ; deſires grow not ih your 
gitden,; they ſpring not from the root of your 
abilicies, you cannot frame your foules, nor order 
your ſpirits ro deſire Chtiſt ; 6, ſtruggle while 
thy eyes ſink in thy head, and thy tongue falcers 
when thou prayeſt, and yet thou ſhale npt pro- 
cure afy longing defire after Chriſt whiles the 
world ſtands, defire cones from the quickning 
rertue of the ſpitic : Therefore ſeeke to God, and 
confeſſe, In truth Lord I cannot, it is not in my 
poiver, I have not any ſufficiencie to frame wy 
heart to this defire, I expctt it notfrom my ſelfs, 
itis not this vile and finfull foule, it is not this 
wicked baſe waywatrd heart of mine that can 1ift 
up it ſelfe,it is earthly and heavie ; but it 1s thou, 
O Lord, from whom come all our deſires, it is 
thou that muſt worke ir, it is thou that haſt pro- 
miſed it : good Lord quicken thou this ſoule,and 
large this heart of mine, thou only art the God 
of this defire ; none of thy Saints that ever par= 
tedafter,and longed for thy mercie ( David A 
| on ”" ſelfe) 


—_—_— 


es 


on ee ey tw oo Eenmumnoan, ow 


Tie Soules effet gall calling ro Chriſt- 


— as —R—————— 


ſelfe) had it not in his owne power and ſufficien- 


cie, itmuſt come from thy power, and thy pro- 
miſe, and thy grace, and bleſſing, Now, gocd 
Lord, work< this in the heart of ghy poore ler- 
vant, would faine havea defire Lord from hea- 
ven; thus hale downe a dcfire from the Lord, 
and from the promiſe, for there only yo2 muſt 
have it, this is the couric whereby yulu may pare 
take of this deſire from the hand of the Lord. 
When the Church was lazie and ſluggiſh, and 


would not riſe, the hands of her beloved dropped Cant.y. 4, 


mirrhe upon the handle of the doove,and this raiſed 
and pulled up the heart of che ſpouſe, and ſhe lin- 
gred after him, and followed him, and purſued 
him,and her heart was quickned and inlarged co 
ſccke after him, whom her ſoule loyed andprized, 
and from whom ſhe cxpe ted that good ſhe nee- 
ded. It onghrt to bee ſo with our deſires, they 
mult proceed only from the ſparke of the ſpirit; 


Tie ſmoking flix God will not quench, all flax of it \,..1, 12, +5, 


ſelfe will not ſmoke,but a ſparke muſt come into 
ir, and that will make it catch fire and ſmoke ; 
thus lay your hearts before the Lord, and ſay, 
Good Lord, here is only flax, here is only aſtub- 
borne heart, but ftrike thou by thy promiſe one 
iparke from heaven, that I may have a ſoting de- 
fire after Chriſt, anda longing deſire after grace, 
that I may walke with more care and more con- 
ſcience with thee hereafter, uſing the meanes. 
thou haft appointed for my good, that they may 
at the I:ft worke unto my good; this take no= 
tice of aboycall thereſt, for he that thinkes to 
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2: a defire from himſelte, will not labour toob- 
taine fromthe hands of the Lord. Therefore la- 
bour to uſe :1l meanes, ard labour to ſee a weaknes 
in all means, and cxpe this defire onely from 


thehands of the Lord. Thus we ſee the means how 


we may gct this defire, 

fhus weſee how the Lord learnes every facul- 
ty his lecture, the mind hath beene inlightned,we 
have done with thar, hope hath beene ſtirred, 


and deſire quickned, theſe we have likewiſe fini- 


ſhed. Wecome now in the fourth place to treat 
oi two other f:calties of the ſoule, Loveand Toy; 
which becauſe they are ſo neerly combined to- 
gether both innature and forme,as we ſhall heare 


hereafter : therefore with your patience handle- 


them together, and read one Lecture to them 
both. Bur before I proceed to meddle with the 
particulars, let me premiſe ſomething in the ge- 
neral!, chat wee take all rubs out of the way, and 
that none may ſtumble at that which ſhall be dz 
livered. Therefore let no man thinke it ſtrange, 
that I come here ro meddle with Love and Joy,as 
though I wonld make ſanQification ro goe before 
juſtification; for whereſoever we finde love and 


joy,they ſeeme rather the effeQs rhat follow faith, 


thanto be the ſceds and ſpawne to bring in faith: 
Methinkes theſe doubrs ſhould not trouble any, 
if they did but conſider what wee haye ſpoken al- 
ready in the worke of preparation. Bur a little 
cOtakeaway theſe rubs, take notice of three en- 
ſuing paſſages, which will cleare the way to that 
which afterward ſhall be ſpoken. 


I. Paſſage. Knowin the firſt place, it is not mine intend- 
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ment to perſwade any to thinke that ſandificati- 

on 1s before juſtification : for the trath is, I con- 
ceive the thing is not agreeable to truth, taking 

ſanAifcation ina narrow ſtrit ſenſe, as ir muſt 
be1o conceived in this place; neither can the Do- 

arines which I have delivered, if they bee under- 

ſtood arighr, according to the explication there- 

of, ſhew ſomuch, this is the firſt, 


Secondly, laoke by what right and reaſon ma- 2, P2ſſage. 


ny judicious Divines of late yearcs,having by ex- 
perience obſerved in their owne ſpirits, and judi- 
clouſly ſcanned and delivered it, that there is a 
ſaving deſire, by which God brings in and breeds 
faichin the foule, (Ir is the ſpeech of judicious 
Perkins) Nay the Spirit ſeemes tome to intimate 


as much when it ſaith, Ho every one that thirfeth, 10% 7. 37+ 


come and drinke : there muſt be firſt rhiring,then 
comming and beleeving, which chir ing 1s no» 
thing elſe but a ſaving defire, Therefore as there 
15a ſaving deſirc by which God canſeth both grace 
to breed, and fa'th to ſpring in the ſoule , by the 
ſame reaſon there may bee a kinde of Love and 
Joy, by whichas ſpawnes, and ſceds of faith, faith 
may bee communicatcd and ſtamped upon the 
ſoule, for the ſame ground that is for the one, is 
allo for the other : and it is a thing to me incredi- 
ble, that the ſfoule. of a man thould fall and reſt 
upon the promiſe, and yet never defire it, nor 
hope for it, being abſenr, and imbrace ir, love, 
and deli2be 1a it with joy when it is comming. 
For looke with what authority and right there is 
thirſting before comming, and a defire before 


faich(for faith is all this while a hatching and bree= 
| ding). 
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ding) by the ſamerigihr and authority there is a 
faving kinde of love andjoy before faith, whatſo- 
ever wee ſ{peake of thc onc, wee muſt neceflarily 
{peake of the other, 


2.Paſſage, The third hing 1s this, wee muſt underſtand 


that all theſe ſaving workes of the affetions are 
no ſantifying, (T call taem ſaving, thar is, ſuch 
workes as doe accompany ſalvation ) for there is 
a difference betweene afaving worke, anda ſan« 
Aifying , takea1n the proper narrow ſenſe of it. 
Know therefore that dcetires and loves are of a 


_ double nature, ſome in voxzation are obſerved, 


ſome in fancification are conſidered, as there 
wasa {orrow in preparation,6 a ſorrow in fancth- 
fication, 1o there 15 one defire and love and joy 
in vocation ſtirred , another in ſandtification 
expreſſed, both joyne one with another, bur 
they arenotthe ſame. The frame of the hearr, 
and the worke upon the ſoule in vocation, is not 
the ſame which is 12 ſanQification. Briefly,in yo- 
cation in this call which I ſpeake of, the Lord 
worketh this worke upon me, I have no power 
of my ſelfe, but onely reccive it from the Lord, 
At the firſt conveying in of the power of hope, 
and defire, and love,and joy, God communicates 
them nnto me, bur in ſanQification I worke from 
a principle whichT have received from the pawer 
ofgrace, which Chriſt hath communicated to:me 
being called, and ſanQified, and having received 
the Spirit of Adoption : Sothat the graces I now 
ſpeake of, uſher in and lead the way for the com- 
ming in of faith;zwhen faich comes into the ſon 
; it 
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it is there as the King in his privy chamber, icrules 

and commands all his fervants. Now the way be- 
ingcleare, if you meer with hope and faith, love 

and faich pur for one another, nnderſ{tand that 

they are notlicerally to bee conceived, burin a 
fizurarive ſenſe. So then to proceed to the Do- 

arine I meane to ſtand upon, which is this? ; 

The S>irir of the Lord kindles inan humbled D9#rme. 

hearc, and inlightned tinner, love and joy, to en- 
rertain2and rejoyce in the riches of his mercy? 

there are three paſſages to be conſidered, tar fo 

w2 may ſee the compaſlz of the point in hand. — 

Firſt, this love and joy is nowhere to be found I Paſ-ge. 

but in a heart humbledand inlightned, for unleſle 

the ſoule bee humbled before God, it ſeeth no 

need of grace or mercy, and therefore deipiſeth 

it, and diſclaimes it, and is carried with a hatred 
againſt chat grace thar would maſter his corrupti= 

ons and purge them-: Nay the ſoule is carried 
with a kinde of weariſomneſſe, and is peſtered 

with the power of grace that would frame his 

heart anew, his corrupt heart is rather troubled 

with it, than any way dclighted in ir; and if hum- 

bled and nor inlightned, be could not be inlarged 

to beſtow hf heart thereupon,nor carry himſelte 

with that pleaſare and delight which otherwiſe he 
would: this1s che firſt paſſage. I know chere isa 

wilde kinde of love and joy inthe world, coun- 
terfeircoyne, but this is not the love and joy we 
meane, we will have garden love andjoy, of the 
Lords owne ſetting and planting , thoſe carnall 
hypocrieicall joyes we willnot meddle withall. 

. | Dd The 


205 


The Soules effetaall calting to Chrilt, 


£.029, ©,8 


#1mmle, 


The (ccond paſſige is this, this love and joy is 
kindled by the Spirit of the Father, he ir is from . 
whence come all the ſparkes that moſt kindle 
grace in us. So thatall other love andjoy which 
isnot ſpiritu2l! and from him, cannot be accepta- 
ble to his Majeſty, Iris that1n generall which the - 
Apoſtle Paul inferres, They which areinthe fleſh 
cannst pleaſe God, So all the joy and love (as well 
as any other action) that proceeds out of nature 
and fleſh cannot pleaſe God : But it muſt be hea» 
yenly love and joy, proceeding from the Spirit : 
Suffer me toexprefle my {elfe after this manner, 
Looke as it is with a gentleman 1n the countrey, 
he will bee content to leave his habitation for a 


while, and give up his houſe co the King fora 


while, becauſe hee is but a meane man, and not 
able to entercaine, ſo great a retinue; there= 


fore the King ſends his owne proviſion be- 


fore hand; ( ob{erve it,) So it is with a poore 
humble bro: en hearted finner , the poore ſoule 
1s marvellous well content, the Lord ſhovId come 
ro him, and dwell ia him, and diſpoſe of him;but - 
he is ſuch a poore beggerly wrerch, he is nor able 
to makeGod afire, he c:nnvt love God, hee hath 
not that holy heat of love and joyto entertain and 
welcome the Lord as becommerh his Majeſty : 


_ therefore the Lord ſends proviſion beforc hand, 


and ktndlerh love and joy in the foule; bat by that 
love andjuy he may be welcomed to ihe heart of 
an huible foner; or thas ( rocxprefle my ſelfe 
more Clearly; ) Take a burnirg 2'alc bar will 
recelve che beames of the Suune, and heat and 


burue -- 


The SouleseffeF uall calling to Chriſt. 207 - 
burne other things, the glaſſe of ir ſeife hath no 
ſuch hear in ir, but when i: hath received the 
 beames of the Sunne, ir hcats and burnes other 
1 things, as flax, ard ſuch combuſtible mattcr; bur 
4 It is by the heatot the beamies of the Sunne re 
ceived, otherwile it could doc nothing. So it is 
with an humble ſinner, hee Ieth firto rece. ve the 
- beames of Gods mercy, and waits when the Sun + 
of righteoa!nfle will thine ftrem heaven comtor- 
tably upon his hcarty and being warmed with 
the beames of Gods love and favcur effectually, 
hee isabie roxeflef the hc atof love and joy backe 
againe : this ische {ſecond thing. | | 
i - { Thirdly, the Doctrine faith, that love and joy Paſſ age 3- 
 arekjndled, that cl:ey may entercaine and rejoyce 
In the riches of Gods metrc,. T his laſtclauſe is = 
added to diſcover the diiference, and to make 
knowne the diſtin& naturc of this love and joy 
here, from all the fained and falſe love and joy, 
which h+pocrites pretend to have, and ſeeme to 
cxpreſle to the Lord Jeſus Chriſt. Therefore I 
ſay this love and joy is kindled nor onely to en= 
, tertainc hjm, and rejuyce in him , for there is a 
kinde of entertaining and rejoycing-in Hypo- 
crites, /adas had a haile Maſter, and the common 
peoole ſpread-their garmenrs, and welcomed 
Chriſt, crying Hoſanna, bleſſed is kee that commerh 
in the Name of the moſt High; and the young man 
pretended a deare affeQtion to Chriſt, Mafer, 1 
will folow thee whitherſvever thow geeft; Andthe 
flony ground veceived the word with jey, ard -with 
love too, for they goe both together, for he that 
2 ns joyes 
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joyes ina thing,cannot but love that he rejoyceth 
in : So that wee ſecall theſe had a kinde of joy, 
bur it isnot-thatkinde of joy that comes from the 
Father, neithter w:1 it carry it ſeife beſeemirgrhe 
riches of Gods mercy ; for hee that ſaluted his 
Maſter A4haile,in concluſion betrayed him : is this 
your joy and love you entertaine Chriſt withall? 
So that young man that would follow him whithey- 
ſoever be went, preſently forfooke him: And the 
that even now cried Hoſanna, Hoſanna, bleſſed be 
hee that commeth 1n the Name of the Highcſt; 
anon crye as. faſt, crucifie him, crucifie him z and 
| they thar received the Word with joy, when 
temptation and perſecution: came, rejeced-it : 
This joy is a fooliſh imagination hammered one - 
of their Anvill, for.baſe ends-and by aimes, but 
they carry not themſelves befeeming the riches 
of Gods mercy revealed to them. For, Zee that 
boveth father. or. mother, or brother or ſicker, more 
than me,.us not worthy of n:e,ſ1ithour Saviour : that 
is, hee that priſerh any thing more, and delights 
in any thing more than Chr.ſt, is not worthy of 
him. . Therefore whoſoever he: be that beſtowes 
his love. and joy more upon any thing in this 
world, than upon Chriſt; it is nota Joveand joy 
beſeeming him, nor brought from heaven, but 
proceeds from a baſerotteg heart, and will faile 
us, and bring no-profit nor comfort-inthe end. 
This then ſufficeth for the ſenſe, and proofe of 
the point;we come.now to open ita littlegwhere- 
i for, explication, and - confirmation thereof; 
wee will handle theſe two things: Firſt wee _ 
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—_ _— a 


"75 
= -_ z 
rn ey I ey + - . 
oy = ——_ — 
- - - _— = —_— 


The Soules effetFuall calling to Ch rift, 


ſhew youthe realon-of the order, why after hope 
and defire, there comes this love and ioy.' Se- 
condly, we will diſcover the motiyes and grounds 
what it is inthe promiſe that will kindle and ſtrike 
fire, and inflame theſe two affeQions, and bring 
them to the Lord. 

Firſt; you will ſay how comes Tove andjoy next 


| after hope and defire ? I anſwer, you muſt know 


there 1s no more but two affections in the ſoule, 


God infinitely wiſe having fo framed ir, and 
_ theſe two are hope and-defire. Theundeiſtan= 


ding faith ſuch a thing 1s profitable and comfor- 
table, if I had it, then hope 1s ſentout to wait for 
that goodneſle, and if it comes nor, then defire 


the ſecond affetionis ſenroutto meet the good; 


hope ſtandsand waits for ir, but defire wanders 


up and downe, ſeeking andenquirirgaftera Lord 
 Jefas, and goeth from coaſt to coaſt, trom Eaſt to 


Weſt ; Ohthat I could, and oh that I might, and 
when ſhall T,- and how may I come to the ſpeech 
ofa LordJeſus Chriſt, As it was wich the Spouſe 


in the-Camiicles, when her beloved was gone, {he 


wandredup and dowre, ſecking of him, and en- 


quiring of the watchmen if chey did not ſee him : - 
| ſodefire wanders from this thing to thar thing, 


from this place to-thar place; and-never ceaſerh, 


roſee if it can gaine notice of Chriſt : It goerh to - 


prayer toſee if that will intreat a Chriſt : It goeth 
tothe Word to ſee if that will reveale him: Ic 


goecth to conference to ſee if he can heare of a - 


Chriſt there : then it commeth to the congrega- 


tion, andto the Sacrament, to {ee if it can heare | 


Reaſons. 
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any newes of a Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and of mercie , 
and the. foule thus continues wandring and 
ſceking, till ar laſt che Lord Jeſus Chriſt comes 

| Inro the ſoule, when the {oule hath hangred and 
longed for him. Ar length the Lord js pleafed 

_ toſhzw himſeife in view : behold tay King com- 
1 meth; ſo the Lord ſaith, Behold che Lambe of God 
that zaketh away thy finnes + Ohthou poore broken 

hearted ſinner, here is thy Saviour, hee is come 

J down? from heaven ro ſpeake peace tothy ſoule 
in the pardon of thy finnes ; thou that, I ungreſt 

- fora Chriſt, here he is to ſatisfi- thee z thou thart 

[ . Chirſteſt for a Chriſt, hee is now come torefreſh 
qt: | thee ; thou tha6hbaſt long ſought him, hee ſaith, 
! here I am, and all my merits arc thine. Nw 
| when the Lord Jeſus is pleaſed ro preſent him- 
or ſelteco the ſoule ; now deſire hath mer with the 
K | _ Lord: there are two other affections (ent out by 

\- | | the Spirit to entertaine Chriſt, and they are love 
| WP | __ . ard joy. Suffer me ( Ibeſcech you) to expreſle 
is 

| 

| 

| 


_— 


my (elfe after this manner, that 1 may diſcover 
\ the frame and guiſe of Gods Spiritin this gract« 
. OUs worke. 
Ir is in this caſe with a ſinner, as it is with a ma- 
vl lefa our or traiteur (obſerve what 1 ſay) who 1s 
|, purſued with a Purſevant, and is fled to the ſea 
| coaſts, and hath raken a hold, and he is there be- 
F | | ſieged. And row hee ſecth there is ro hope of 
va favour, nor no hope of eſczpe , rherefore hee is 
Wil |\ Simile, Even content to ſubmirro the Kings pleaſure, and 
(' 1 yeelds his neck tothe block, that hee mav reccive 
LN | ; puniſhment for his offence, Now comming to 
8 | | : - CXECUs 
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execuiion,he heares an inckling from the meſſen- 


gers, thcre is yet hope that rhis man may be par 


doned, with that the poore maletfacrour in the 
tower, his heart is ſtirredup to hope : Nay then 


he heares another meſſenger trom the King him- - 


ſelfe ſay, if he will come unto the Court and ſcek 
unto his Majeſty, and importure his Grace for 
mercy and favour, it is like he ſhall be pardoned : 
chisis the ſecond voyce : one ſaith thou mayeſt 
be pardoned,che other ſaith, nay ifthou wilt ſub- 
m:t thy ſelfe, hoy ſhale be pardoned, Then hee 


makes haſte, and deſire carries him to the Court, 


ro ſue for favour from rhe King : Sothat he will 


bee continually there, liſtning and enquiring of 


every one, ſaying, did you heare the King ſpeake 
nothing of mer, how ſtands the Kings minde 
towards 'mee, I pray how goes my caſe? then 


ſome reils him, the truth js, the King heares 


you are humbled, and you fory for ic, you are like 
to heare more newes hereafter, At laſt the King 
lookes our of the window, and ſeeth che male. 
fatorr and faith,ts this che traitoar? they fay yes, 
This is the man thar is humbled and intrcars for 


mercy, and defires nothing fo much as favour. 


The K:ng tells him the trurh is his pardon is 


drawing, and comming towards him : with that - 


hishearr leaps in his belly, and his heartis inlar- 
ged oO his Majeity; and he ſaits {xd blefle YOUr 


Majcſty,never was there ſuch a tayourable Prince + 


TO 4 Poore traitour, His heart leaps with joy be- 
cauſc his parden is comming rowards him; haps; 
ly it is not ſealed yer; Now whea it is ſealed and 


e] ; 
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all, the King calls himinand delivers it, and that 
5s the laſt ſtroke of faith. 

So it 15 witha poore ſinner, hee is this malefa» 
for : you that have committed high treaſon,you 
thioke not of It, burtake heed, God will purſue 
you one day ; haply the Lord lets you alone for 
the preſent, but he will ſurprize yon on the ſud- 
den, and conſcience will plack thee by the throat, 
and carry thee downe to Hell. And row the 
Lord purſgeth him with heavie and terrible in- 
dignation, and lets flie at his face, and ſers con- 
ſcience aworke as Purſeyant, and thar faith, theſe 
are thy finnes, and to hclithou muſt goe, God 
hath ſet me to execute thy ſoule, Now the poore 
foule ſeerb hee can by no means eſcape from the 

Lord, and to parchaſe any fayour te ſces it is im- 
poſſible, therefore he is reſolved to lie downe at 
Gods feer, and faith, I confefſe Lord, there is but 

one way,let me be danined,fo- chou maiſt beglo- 
rified.-If the Lord will ſhew favour, fo it 1s ;but 
he cannot defire jt almoſt, becauſe he hath fo fin- 
ned againſt him, Now comes the great voyce, he 
hearesa;noyſe afarre off by the miniſtery of the 
Goſpell, thy finnes are pardonable : with this the 
ſoule lookes up, and hope ftirres the hcart, and 
ſaith, then ic may be a damned creature may bee 
ſaved, thenit may be a dead dog ge may live,and a 
traytor may bepardoned : Then the ſoule heares 
another yoyce, if thou canſt ſee the excellency of 
mercy and long for it,and ſeeke after ir, thouſhalt 
be pardoned. Why, goe then, faith Deſire, and 
he fills heaven and earth with his cries, and bis 
RE cloſct 
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cloſer wich his prayers, and the congregation 
with his teares, and will enquire of the Miniſter 
of-God, ard other good Chriſtians g Sirs, you 
are of the bed-chamber,you are acquainted with 
God, I pray how goes my caſe? will the Lord, 
thinke zu, pardon me 2 did you heare the Lord 


ſay-nothing of me?. how ſtands it withme? Now 


the Miniſters of God that underſtand the frame 
of che heart aright,will ſay, The Lord heares you 
are an humble fioner, and that you leng for mer- 
cie, and lyc at the court gate, and will not away 
without mercie z wee heare, God intends well 
towards you,you ſhall heare morchereafter: thus 
farre now deſire goeth. LL 
Ar laſt, Chriſt preſents himſelfe to the ſinner, 
and ſpeakes to his ſoule by the miniſterie of the 
Word, he lookes downefrom heaven, and gives 
him a ſweet looke of mercie, and that makes his 
heart leape againe, and thatis done in this man= 
ner, (for ſtillunderſtand that God doth ic by the 
miniſterie of.the Word, doe not now looke for 
_ any ſtrange dreames or miraculous mmaginati- 
ons) the Lord ſpeakes by tris Word, and faith, 
thou haſt a broken heart,thou haſt longed for my 
ſalvation, gae thy wayes, I: have heard thoſe 
prayers of thine, and obſervedthoſe endevoursof 
thine, and thy pardon is granted, bee ir to thee as 
thou haft deſired, and thy pardon fhall afterward 
bee ſealed and delivered. Now when the Lord 
tels the ſoule, Itis done,it wantsonly ſealing and 
delivering, thEheart of a poore finner, when ic 
kndes ſome cowforc and refreſhment from the 
Ee | Lord 
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thee: 


Lord in the word, he ſaith, The Miniſter raid 1 
was the ſinner, and God intends good to me, and 
that my finncs are pardoned : as the Prince faith, 
Fiat, letit be done:; forhe Lord ſaith, Mercie iy 
comining towards thee; and tnetcte 18 prarited to 
Now the heart Jeapes with joy, and blef- 
ſeth theLord, ler my ſovle bleſſe him forever : 
How ought I to bleſſe that God that hath done 
ſo great things for my poore ſore 2” What, I pat- 
doned? ? and what, my * Ernesſdrgiven > what, is 
the pardon granted, and now ſealing, onely ie 
waties delivering ? why then if I never ſee tnore 


| of it, but goe dowrie tohell, yet this ismy cott- 


fort, "that I have ſcene a mite from God, this 
makes my heart leape wichin me, though I burne. 
In helt{forever; this is the text voice.” * 
Now that bririgs it love and joy : Seda pale 
_ rh way, Eſay 40.5, Colifore eb; toMiford gre 
ple, ſaith the Lord, » ſeake he emer fro Fernie 
ſees udeety aBth hey, that her warfare is actompli- 
ſhed, vo reef intquitie / Partontdl, Itrnſaltin ſhee 
& acre her (6, Frich'the Lord. '$0 this 
Lord ee ke to poore twngrie broken finners, 
after he hath ſeene their defrres to be found: nd 
thorow ;' the Lord ſaſth eo his Miniſters, Speake 
tothe heart of a poore firmer,tell hit'from mee, 
tell him from heaven, tell him from the Lord Je- 
ſus Chriſt, cell, from under the hand of che Spr- 
rit, his perſon i Js accepted, andhis finnes are dotic 
away,and he ſhall be looked upoh in'mercie. $5 
Eſay 66. the text ſaith, The Lord Fl ovkes to bim that 
i of an humble and comite heatr, aud that trembles 
49 
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at his word, The poore creature cannot but ob- 
ſerve eyery word, and tremble at every truth : 
Here is ſalvation ( indeed, faith he) but ic is not 
mine z here is mercie,but tharis not mine: and ſo 
he ſhakes at the apprehenſion of it,that he ſhould 
heare of it, and nor enjoy it, The text ſaith, The 


Lord lookes at ſuch a trembling ſoule; that is,he caſts 


ſweet intimations of his goodnefle and kindneſſe 
upon him ; and faith, Thou poore trembliog fin- 
ner, to thee beet ſpoken, I have an eye towards 


_thee in the Lord Jeſus Chriſt , this, as Take it, is 
the meaningof theplace. Ephraim is the picture 


of a foule truly humbled ; we may ſec his beha- 
viour towards God, and Gods dealing towards 
bim ; the rex faith, Surely / have heard Ephraim 
bemoaning himſelfe, (here is the heartbroken, and 


thirſting, and what more) chow haſt chaſſized mee, ter. 31.18, 9, 


and 1 was chsftiztd, as a bultocke wnacenſiered to the **+ 
goake; eurne thou me, and 1 ſbat be tureed then art 


the Lord my God, ſurely aftershat 1 was turned, 1 re- 
pented, and after that 1 was infleatted, 1 ſmoteupen, 


ny thigh, 1 was aſhamed, jea even confounded, becauſe 


I did bearethe reproach of my youth, 'Here wee ſee 
Ephraim lamenting- hiavſelfe , as if the finner 


ſhonld ſay, I am the wretech that have ſeene all 


the meanes of grace in abundant meaſure and 
beautic, and yet never profited under the fame; 


the Lord hath correaed me, butI would nor be 
tamed; the Lord hee hath inſtructed mee, bar I 


would nor learne; Lord turne mee, thou art my 


God,l haye nothing in my ſelfe, Nay now I ſee 


the evils which before I never perceived, and 1 
Ee 2 obſerve 
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obſerve the baſeneflſe of my courſe now, which 
betore | never confidered ;- and Iam.aſhamed of 
my former abuſe of Gods grace revealed; Fam 
even confounded in regard of the abominations 
which my ſoule bath harboured, this is the 
mourning of a poore finner : Now marke Gods 
anfver, Ephraim is my deare ſonne, heeisa plea» 
fantchilde, for fince I ſpake againſt him, doe 
earneſtly remember him ſtill, cherefore my bow- 
els are troubled for him, I will ſurely have mercie 
upon him: The Lord kindled the fire of his in- 
dignation in his heart, and ſpake bitter things 
againſt his conſcience, yet hee remembred him 
all the while ; as who ſhculd: fay, I obſerved all 
thoſe defires, and confidercdall thofe teares; and 
heard all thoſe prayers, and tooke notice of all 
thoſe complaints ; and my bowels carne towards 


apoore ſinner that defires my mercie in Chriſt, 


and the truth is, I will ſhew mercie tohim: thus 
wee ſee the behaviour of God to the ſoule.,/as alſo 
the behaviour of the' ſoule to God : and thus 
you ſee the order of the affeions ; when God is 
abſent, hope waits for it, and defire Jongs after 
it; whenthe good is tn view, love entertaines ir, 
and joy delighrs,andſports,and playeth with it : 
love is like the Hoſt that welcomes the gueſt, 
and joy.ts ltke the chamberlaine that attends up- 
on him, and is'yery ready and pleafing toenter- 
taine the promilſe,and the Lord Jeſts Chriſt : this 
15 the very guiſe of the heart, as I conceive. 

The fecond thing obſervable, 1s the motives 
whereby the promiſe-comes to inflame theſe two: 
afteAtions, 
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aff: tions, and co worke this. frame inthe. kearr,. 


namely,by the Spirit of the Father, whichkindles 
in an humble and inlightned-{onle, love and joy, 
ro encertaine and reioyce in ithe riches of his 


mercie, as-bcſeemes the worth thereof. 


Buchow doth the: Spirit: kindle. this love and 
0: iT it is, when the:Spirit of cle Lord 
m the promile lets in ſome jntimation of Gods 
love into the ſoule; the weight; lieth upon theſe 
two words; lets. in ſome: mckling; conveyeth 
ſome relliſh of the love of God into- the fonle. I 
beſeech you, marke it, when the Lord doth ex- 


prefſe his favour and goodneſſe in thar' ſame 
powerfull manner unto a heart humbled, longing 


for his favour, thar it doth force-:the ſoule to bee 
affected with ir,and doth prevaile with the ſoule, 
and by. a holy kinde. of might prevaileth, and 


makes the ſoule to be affeted with the rellifh of 


his favour ,: this is the ground :- A:pollible. good 
ſtirres-up hope, a neceffarie excellencie in that 
good ferleth: defire, and a retlifh: in that- good 
{ctled;kindles love :. So that in the promiſe there 
is a fajriefſe'ro rake up the whole frame 'of the 
heart. ' The phraſe is admirable in the Pfalmes z 


The Lord ſha#l command his loving kindneſſt in the Pſal, 4318+ - 


morning ; ( a ſtravge paflage ) it is a phraſe taken 


from Kings,and Princes,and great Commanders, 


whoſe word isa law. Sotharthe Lord ſhall ſend 
forth his loving kindnefſe witha command ; as if 
he ſhould ſay,Go* love and everlaſting kindaefle, 


take thy commiſſion, and I charge thee, goe to 
- BY the. 
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the poore humble ficner, goe to the poore, han- 
ory, and thirſtic ſinner, goe and proſper and pre- 
vyaile, andſctclemy love upon his heart, whether 
he willor no,and let my kindnefle be ſerled upon 
his ſoule thar hath longed for ic, "Experience tels 
us this,the Lord doth by an Almightineſſegive a 
charge, and put a commiſſion into loving kind- 
.ncflſe hands, 'that hee ſhall doe good to a poore 
ſoule, even then when hee finkes under the bur- 
then of his ſinnes, and under the apprehenfionof 
his weakncfſe. Whar;ſhall T have mercie ? No, 


no. | Will the Lord Jeſus Chriſt accept me? No 


fſarely. Could I Pray ſo,and had I thoſe parts, and 
conld I performe duties after this and this man- 


-ner,then there were ſome hope z but, alas! there 
13s no-mercic for me: Burt 'hearken,I befeech you, 


what the word diſcovers your eftate to be; is it 
thus and thus with you? yes, then Iſpeake from 


the Lord, mercie is yours, and heaven 1s yours, 
No,no, aiththe ſoule, I cannot belcecve it, ſuch 
a Wretch'as I goeto heaven? No, heaven ſhall 


rather fall than I come there. Thus thediſcoura- 
ged ſinner knocks off mercie,and ſhuts the doore 
againſt it. /Now when all canall reaſonings, and 


high imaginations ( as Paw/cals rhem)have raiſed 


up ſtrong holds againſt mercie and. comfort, 
when the word cannot doe it for the preſent, God 
is faine at laſt rocommand loving kindnefle; and 
ſend him with acommiſſion from heaven, ſaying, 
I charge you, breake open the doore of the heart 
of ſach a ſinner, rend that veile of ignorance, and 
toare thatcurfed yeile of carnall realoning ; m_ 
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I cotimand thee, goe to thar ſoule, and cheare ir; 


and comfortic; goetothat ſoule, and refreth ir, 
and fill it; tell him his finnesare pardoned, his 


perſon azcepred,and his ſoule ſhall be aved ; tell: 
Efoanesare hear d, and his prays: 


him hisfighsand 


ers osſerved in/heaven;. make this good to his: 


ſoule,: F charge you, - before - you come 'backe 
apaine:; this: is the admirable:goodnefle of the 
Lozd; the ſoule many rimes hach ſo niany rrickesy 
and ſhifts, and windings; andyecldingsro catnalt: 
reaſon, 'that no comfort will come in; Sothar 
the Lofd is faine-to fend loving kindnefſe to 
ehcare cheſoules! Avir is withformmennraly fel-: 
lowes; who will-not give aman poſſeſſion of his: 
righe;, till rhe high-Sheriffe comes andgives him: 
poſſeffiotr by force whether they: withor no : $0 


reompany of bale feHowesas carnaltreafbnings, 
andrlietike; would keepe ont :mercteiandfavour 


. that sUYueToa firmer, the Lord cormmandsloving - 


kindneflerobroxke opentherdaore; undifpeake 


comifoto 'e6 tim): - and-nowOrdke v.notice: 'oF- 
what TRy;45 ugoodid comes thegromd of 


hope, and if there be any neceſfarie excellencie, 
dfire longs for it » Soawhen the goodis not oily - 
preſene;/! bur txpreſerts. hiveecſence)and lewyes 
ſoihe kifide bfteiembenncey as it ware, and difs 
covers it-felfe iv fore manner effetually tothe 
ſoule 3 that ſtirres-aprove contininally;aud that” 
maſt be Johe Hetore' un overem) be kindled, (4 
open "it thus?) [Louke'astc ig6 with tuching, | 
whith ia ſeateie ofnanire; ifche thing lyes up- 


2 


ring kindnefſe is Gods high Sheriffegnowwhety: 


————_—— 
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0312 tau, leaves a ſtrong imprefiion upon him, 
ren. a mans tonch will feele it; bur if it be mar- 
vellous lighr, then icmay lye upon a man, and be 

preſent with him, and yetnot be perceived : as a 

feather, lay it apon a mans finger on the ſadden, 

' ora mote in a mans face, becauſe ir leavesno im- 
preſſion, hee feeles it not; bur if there bee any 
weight laid upon his hand, then he feeles: fo if 
it be water that moiſtens him, or fire that ſcors: 
cherh him, he is ſenfibleof it; ſolove in the ſoule 
ts like touching in the body : now when loving 
kindnefle is not ſer on.upon the heart, though it 
be preſentwich the ſoule;:yet becauſe it leaves 
no impreſſion upon.the ſoule;hence ir comes that 
the heart cannot be ſtirred with any love towards 
it,qor be couchedand affeed with it,nor returne 


Godi:: So that:chere:-maſt he the.love of God; let- 
ting ſome ſweet :inrimations into the heart, and 
expreſſing ir {elfe to the ſoule, and affeRing the 
heartithcrewith.g and then our love comes to/bee 
kindled towards:Gad againe ; Gods loveſetling 
upon the ſonle,drawes and. puls our love toGod 
;'This is the ground oftharthe Apoſtle ſpeakes, 
x Jobx 4-190 FWelove him, becauſe be loved ne firſt. It muſt be the | 
| beames of:Gods love that muſt fall upon the 
foule, before the ſfoule can-returne loye toGod 
Hofea 11.4, -againe. Soin-Hoſea, T drew thew, faith the texc, 
witbrbe cords of love, and with the bands of a man : 
as who ſhould ſay, God lets in the-cordsof his 
loycinto our ſoules, and that drawes our —_— 
| bins 
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The Soules efeRuall calling 16 Chrik, 


him againe, Bat moſt excellent is rhar place of 


the Canticles, ( markethe' manneyofihe guiſeof 


the Spirit of GoJ,/ exprefling 'hitafelfe to the 
ſoule ) He broapht ne tothe Banguetting houſe, and Cant. 2.4, 


hs Banner over me wat Lites and what olloweth ? 
Stay mee with fl ig gons, and comfort wee with apples, 


for 1 am ſite of Love, Whentthe Banner of Chriſts 


love is difpſayed overthe ſonle; the fouſe comes 
to bee ficke of love to Chrift againe. Inwarce 
when the Captzine diſplayerh the banner, three 
chitigs are done by it: Fitſt,-it- arguerh the pre- 
fence of the Generall': Secondly, it confmands 
allthe Sonldiers tocometo le: Thirdly,allcome 
neder ir. Now obferye- the' exccHlency of the 
{weernefſſe of the ſenſe of the Spirit of God; 
when God diſplayeth the batinerof his love, in 
theperfe& colours and beauty of it'to the foule; 
then all the hearts of poorefainting frnners come 
tn as Soldiers, 21d they are ſickeofloveto him; 
now this love'of God begers love in ns againe, in 
ASH FS / <- CH 33797 ict nana 
Firſt, there is' a ſivectneſſe and: relfifh which 


Gods love lets intothe foule,arid chatwarrhes the payticular. 
heart, When a' mari fs fainting, aquevire com- 


forts him : Thy loving kindieeſſe i better than life 
( faieh the Prophet David) there is aqua” wite In- 
deed; the Lordlers in butone glimpſeof bis love, 
and rhat warmes the' foules. Thiststhat obſer- 


vable inthe Canticles, Let: him kiſſe mee with the cap. 1.3. 


I 


kiſfes of bis month, for thy loge ts better thanwihe: opencd. 


betauſe of the ſavour of thy good oyttment, thy Name 
«an oymment powred forth, therefore doe the Virgins 
-FE love 
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The Soules e ffeauall calling £0 Chriſt. 


2 Payrticul. 


Row, 4.8, 


love thee, Every poore finfull creature, thou thar 
drinkeſt water, if thou haſt Chriſts love, thou 
chinkeſtit better than the beſt wine nnder hea- 
ven : Ler him kifſe me with the kiſſes of bis lips, 
that is, with the comforts of his Word and Spi- 
rit; ſo that marke what the ſoule ſaith; Ler the 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt refreſh my foule with the ſweer 
comforts and conſolations of his Word, and-ir 
wiil be better than wine, But firſt he muſt #iſe 
him wit' the kiſſes of bes lippes, before hs love can 
be better than wine,that is, the Lord by the power 
of his Spirit in the miiniftery of the Word, muſt. 
expreſſe his love to the ſoule, and that drawes the 
love of the ſoule toGod:and marke what follow- 
eth, becauſe of the ſavour of thy good oyntments, 
therefore the Virgins love thee : by Chriſts oynt- 
ments, are Chriſts graces ſignified. Now when 
the Lord Jeſus Chriſt doth communicate the 
ſweer favour of his grace intothe ſoule, then the 
Yirgins which are looſened from finne, love the 
ord Jeſus, but firſt the ſayour of. the oyntment 
muſt be ſpred abroad before they can loye him. 
Secondly, as the {weetneſſe of Gods love 
warmes the heart, ſo the freeneſle of the ſame 
doth even beginne to kindle a love in the ſoule : 
Herein faith the Apoſtle,God commends his loye 
towards us, in that while we were yet enemies unto 
him, Chriſt died for ws. The Lord ſends from hea- 
ventoapoore miſcrable creature z commend my 
loc, commend my mercy to ſuch a poore ſoule, 
and tel] him though hee hath beene anenemy ta 
me, yet Tama fricnd to him; tell him though cn 
; hat 


The SouleseffeFuall calling to Chriſt. 
hath beene a traitor tomee, I hayebeene agood 
King to him : | he hath beenearebell to mee, bur 
tell him Ihave beene a good God to him, com- 
mend my love to him, and let him know thar all 
his ſinnes are done away, for the Lord Jeſus died 
for finners, when they were ſinners. This is che 
argument of Saint Tohn, If God ſo loved ws, as that 
he gave his enely begotten Sonne for s, how ought wee 
to love one another £ I celle& from hence, Bur 
how then ought we to love God himſelfes? = 
, Tr was this that kindled the frozen heart of 
Saul, be had a heart almoſt as cold as ice, and yet 
this did worke upon him. Marke what the text 
ſaith: When David had taken Saul on the hip, r Sew-24 .19. 
and had himartadvantage, and might have taken © 
away his life, and yet would not': when hee ſaw 
that David was ſo kinde and would doe him no 
hurt ; David knew Saul perſecuted him, and de- 
fired to kill him, hee was the moſt profeſt enemy 
he had, and was the onely man that ſtood be- 
tweene him and the kingdome: Now when Da- 
vid had him in his hands, and ſpared him, this 
kindneffe of David wrought even upon rhe heart 
of a S2ul,and kindled a kinde of fove in him,as the 
text ſaith'; Theu art more riphreow than T, for they 
baft rewarded: mee good, and 1 have rewarded thee 
evil, and thou haſt ſhewed this day, that thow haſt 
dealt well with me, for1ſmmch as when the Lord v:d 
delivered met into thine hands, thou killedft me no: ; 
for if a man finde an enemy, will hee let him goe well 
aways wherefore the Lord reward thee good, for that 
thou haſt done unto me this day. So that wee ſee a 
Ff 2 Saul 
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"it | Saul is warned, and his Jaye. is ; kindled led towards 
| ! _ Davigfnrhis kindne  So:when the ſoule con- 
i fiders,wiat,is the Lord thus graciousto me? who 
cver found an enemy and flewhim not? Hadir 
not been? juit withche Lord to take advantage 
againſt mg? Had id not been juſt, that 4 which 
lived in finne, ſhould have periibed for my firme? 
Had irnat beene juſt, that Iwhich loved my cor- 
raption, ſhould have periſhed for my corrupti- 
ons ? Fax that 'the Lord ſhonld finde an 'ene- 
my and nat ſlay-hims: ey. thar the Lord ſhould 
fode an enemy, and ſend his Sonne toſave him, 
is wonderfull. Let my {Oule for ever love thar 
God, and rtejoyce in ho mercy; this wonld work 
almoſt upon-a Peyill. If the fonlke had but rhe 
ſap and {iveetneſe of this, it eauld not but warme 
£4 heart ofan kumbled finner,andkindlein him 
an abundant love to God, whohath beenc ſolo- 
ving tohim, _ 
3 Laſtly, the arcatoefſs of the Gveetne fe of the 
Particular mercy of God,this inflames the foulezthefivcer- 
neſſe warmes it;the freeneſſe kindles it, and when 
the greatneflc mects with theſe; it fetstheſfoule- 
all in a burning flame; This is the ground rhe 
 Apoſtlepreſicth rorhe Epheſians, he defireth rhat 
Jo ma yl be raeted 3n love, that is, ſtabliſhed with 
mighty ſtrong love, haw ſhall thatbe? Why'the 
text {aith, comprehending with all Saints, what is the 
breadth and teugth, and depth, and height of the [ave 
f Chri # which. paſſetb knouledge * : as whoſhonk{ 
[TANK fay, can you but ance comprebend the unmea- 
|} ſurable DenRns of Gods love and goodneſle, 
| 1 ;Þ" this 
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_ rhas wich titolclfe, Th thit Ade all 
that T conld againſt fo goode God, rhat my heart 
evcaibleedsto thibke ofitighere was nOnamenn- 
der Heaven 1 tore iipeeccs;but Gods Name: his 
woutids, and heart, andlite, I have torne all: 
nay:therewas no commandinthe world thar my 


foule ſo much-:defpiſed, as the command of the 


Lord, Jeſas. : There was no ſpirit thatever ſpake 


Ao me; which Tio mnch re{ifted;;as the Spirit of 


the Lord::Oh how many ſweet motions hath the 
Lord tet intomy ſoule, that hemighrplucke mee 


fom my baſe courſes aud finfull praftices : bur I 


have flowen inthe face of his: bleſſed Spirit/IfT 


.bad-lien'in a dungeon; andhad beene:/plagued 
with torrents all my life time yea choogh Thad 
another world 'of miſery ro live i in, it 1s infinite 


mercy, fo the Lord would- paſſe by theſe baſe 


dea)ings,' and pardon theſe; rebellions.of mine. 
Bat thar Gold fhonld ſend/his S6mie'tolovemee, 
{-incomparably, ſfounconeeivably,tharl could 


nothate him fomuch as he loved me 4-1 conldnor- 
foexceedin unkindnefle rowards TRA -aghe harh 


exceeded in kindnefle; rowirdstnear .Qh-rhc 


height of this mercy beyond-my defire !-Oh' the 
breadth-of this mercy; without all-bodnds } Of: 
the lenguh of this mercy beyond albtimes | Oh 
the' depth of this mercy. - benrady alb miſenes ! 
Weremy eyes made of ove;:1:could-rioching 
but weepe love; were my tongue inaderof fove, * 


Tcould nothing bur 7 Ra were my hands: 
| Ff2 
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P[al 18.1. 


1,/ſe, 


made of love, 'Þ conld/nothingbur-worke loye! 
ard all roo lirtleforitharCod tharthath loved mee 
ſo admirably, ſo unmeaſurably. What ſhall T love 


if I love not the Lord ?- I love all things, bur I 


love God above allthings, I love thee dearly,' © 
Lord my ftreng1h, faith David: this is the laſt par- 
ticular, whereby the ſoule comes to bee all'on a 
flame, and hath a burning affetion towards the 
Lord Almighty. 
We come now to the application of the point, 
that ſo wee may: reape ſome good to our ſoules 
thereby, Firſt then ir is a ground of inſtruction, 
which I deſire to preſſe unto you, becauſe ir is 
both ſeaſonable and profirable. From the former 
Dodrine therefore weecolle& and conclude un- 
deniably, that there is no ſufficiency in a natu- 
rall heart, ro be carried to the Lord Jeſas Chriſt, 
or to the worke of grace : wee have not this, be- 
fore God doth give it unto us : nay we cannot 
move towards God, or{be carried inthe leaſt kind 
tolove or delight in him farther than the:Lord 
will carry us himſelfe, and beare upour hearts by 
thehand of his Spirit. Ir istrue (and wee finde 
ic by wofall experience) it'is ini our power to 
love the world. it-is m our powcrtodelight inour 
laſts: Nay being bur naturall-men,it cannot be but 
that weſhould love our ſelves, and. love our ho- 
nour, andoureaſe, and profit, . and applauſe in 
theworld. There is enough of this fooliſh wild- 
fire, there is:chough of this carnall ſelfe<love in 
every mans hearr. Bur to love the Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, and co havea heart inlarged with Joy to 
im, 


_— 
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him, thisis a worke of grace, which groweth not. 


in our gardens: there 1s nor one ſparke ofichis holy 
fire and ſpiricualdelight in our hearts, Nay we can« 
not buy it, nor borrow it, nor receive it from any 
creature under Heaven, further than tle Father 
{nds downe ſome bcames of hislove to kindle 


this in us, further than the bleſled-Spiris of God is: 


pleaſed to blow theſe ſparkes when. they are 
kindled, further than the Lord Jeſs Chriſt is plea» 
ſedby the power of his merits, to feed theſe 
{parkes of love thusblowne in our ſoules, [c.is al- 
moſt impoſlible,thart any man in his naturall eſtate 
ſhould. be.ſo deluded, as to thinke hee can love 


the Lord or delight in him. The Apoſtle Pawlatim.r.r3,nq, 
tcls us plainly, hee was & perſecutor, .and a blaſphe.. Ped. 


mer, andinjurious Paul conld docthis, and thon 
haply canſt doe this, thou canſt be, a blaſphemer 
againſt Jeſus Chriſt, and thou caſt bea perſecu-: 
tor of Jeſus Chriſt ; but Pawl cannot beleevein 
Chriſt, nor love the Lord Iefys; howcomes hee 
to this? Why, the grace of owr Lord was exceeding 
abundant with faith and love which i in Chrift leſws :. 
( marke that) As if hee ſhould fay, it was Gods 
abundant grace that over-powerd my unfaithful 
heart, and made it faithful] : It was Gods abun- 
dant grace that over-powerd my ſtubborne inju- 
rious heart, and made ita loving heart»: But how 
_ comes this, thacthe grace of the Lord was abun- 
dant in faith and love? Why, itis in Chriſt, ſaith 
the rextz from Chriſt this faith was rooted, from: 
Chriſt this love was kindled 4 Agifhe had ſaid, 
[ could perſecure, and blaſpheme, and deſpiſe, 
and. 
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and caſt of Godand his grace, Iwasa wrerch, a 


vilkine, that I could doe ; But that I ſhould: Jove 
the Lord being injurious, and that T ſhould be- 
tecve'the Lord being: vofeithfull, this was from 
Chriſt alone. In experience we finde i It, the ball 
muſt firſt fall opon the ground, before ir can 
bound upagaine, andreturne fromthe gronid : 

Sothe Lord Jeſus maſtdere3n, andfling in this 
loveof his into the'ſonle, before the feule carrre- 
bound in love and joy backe to hirr agaihe, . We 
mult receive the Spiyit of love: from God, before 
the Lord canreceive any ſpirifualland' holy love 
from us. Ina word; what the Lord ſpxke inſome 


caſero the Jewes, is trac of every man'natnrally , 


E know that you. have nos the leve of Godin you 5 As 
ifhe ſhould fay, yon know not your ſelyes, you 
chinke you have hearts infarged to God, and you 
pretend great kindneſſero God 7 bar you are de- 
ceived in your foules, and cozened in your cor- 
rupt natures : for 7 bow fall wellthat theloveof 
Godt norin you. Ipurſue the point che rather for 
theſe twoends. 

Firſt, it diſcovers and confires the caridll 
conceits of a company of carnal! Goſpellers, thar 
pretend they doe not delight to ſer ont them- 
ſelves in ſhew ſomach, and they doe nor heare 
and pray andfaſt (© much as theſe and theſe doe. 
But,fay they, as for the ſoundneſſe of our love to 
the-Lord Fefus, wee defie any man in the world 
thar ſheakes againſt us ; they finde no difficulty 
inthe matter to love the Lord, they are certainly 
perſwaded they doethar. T hereforeif the Mi _ 
ter 
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ſter ſhall preſſe upon them.and challenge them of 
want of love toGod and his grace, they flic in a 
mans face preſently ; What, not love the Lord 

eſus Chriſt? why then it is pitie a man ſhould 


live upon the face of the earth : they doe love 


him, and they will love him, all the'world ſball 
not perſwade them from the loving of Chriſt. 
Oh poore filly creatore, it is a great argument 
that thou never hadft this love roGod, becauſe 
thon ſaweſt no. hardnefle to get it. It is an argu= 
ment thou never didft exprefle any delight in 
Chriſt,becauſe thou thinkeſt it an cafie matrer to 


d-lightin him. Moſt men thinke ir 4 matter of 


nothing ; what, not loye the Lord Jeſus Chriſt ? 
why, who cannot love Chriſt > Who cannot? I 


ſay,neither thon,nor I,nor any inan under heaven 
canlove Chriſt by any power in himſelfe : Nay 
| ler me ſpeake peremptorily, thou art as able to 
- fave thy,owne ſoule, nay thou art as able to re- 


deeme thy ſoule without Chriſt , as thou art able 
( unlefſe the Lord by the Almighrie helpe of his 
Spiritinable thee ) to love the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 


Nay marke what I ay, you that love Chriſt, and 
yer doe nothing for him, but pretend great kind- 
neiſe inwardly, how ever you exprefſe nor your 
ſelves in' outward appearance ; I tell thee, if a 
man might have happinefſe by ir, if he might 
have heaven laid downe upon the naile (as wee 


ſay ) if he conld love Chrift, I ſay, upon theſe 


conditions, if thou haſt but natare in thee, thou! 
wou'ldſt never got ro heaven, chou woul d {+ never 


be happie. No, no, it will coſt thee more: than 
1 _ Gg chat 
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that comes to, it will coſtthee much paines, ir 
will coft thee many prayers, and many teares, be- 
fore that day come, lr is not at) eaſie matter to 
love the Lord Jeius; the Father trom heaven 
muit learne you that ; you muſt goe to another 
manncr of ſctoole, than ever you have beene ar 
yet, if evcr you learne this lecture : thou mayſt 
pray till thy eyes fiakein thy head, and rill thy 
heart failesz and yet thou canſt nor loye Chriſt, 
un'iefle the Spirit inable th-e rhereunto, Thinke 
of this, you that thinke it is nothing to love the 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt: If ir were nothing bur to 
talke of loye, and ro complement with the Lord 
Jeſus, to make a curſie ro Chriſt, and to make a 
leg rothe Lord,and yet hate him inwardly, them 
it were an ca(ie matter indeed); it is nothing to 
buckle to him in this faſhion, and in the meane 
time oppoſe him, and the power of his grace: 
but to entertaine and welcome a Saviour, ſutable 
and agreeable to the worth of bim, this nature 
will not,cannor doe,Jjr is the worke otthe Lord. 
Obſerve ic ( I beſeech you) Tay, as nature can-. 
not doe this.{o nature will not doe it: firſt nature 
cannor doe it, God's light, and in bim 1s no dark. 
xeſſe, ſaith the text, ar a//; and, Ye were darkneſſe, 
but now arelight inthe Lord: A man naturally is no- 
thing but darkneſſe, and Gods nothing butlight; 
a man by nature is nothing but unholy, and God 
is nothing but holy. Now darknefle will refiſt 
light,” and not give way toit, and wickednefle 
will oppoſe holineſfe, and not give way to the 


ſame: this is thy condition, thou haſt an 1gno- 


rant 
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rant carnall blinde heart, and God 1s light, pure, 
and holy, and thou canſt refift a Saviour, bur not 
entcrtaine him, doe what thou canſt. 

Nay further, as a man cannot naturally doe 
this,ſo in the ſecond place,I ſay,hewill not doe it, 
The Apoſtle affirmes of the Theſſalonians, Thar 


2, 


they would nor receive the love of the truth, that they * _—_ 


wight be ſaved, he doth not ſay, They would nor 


. receive the truth, bur they would not receive rhe 


love of the rruth, It is a phraſe taken from a man, 
which makes love rtoa partie, ſo the truth of God 


| makes loye to many a man, It makes love to thy 


naughtie and corrupt heart, and would plucke 
thee away from theſe things here below, and 
would draw thee from thy baſe haunts, and filthy 
luſts, and finfull courſes; and ir would wooe and 
winne thy ſoule to take place in it, that it ma 
ſbew comfort to it-: the truth of God makes love 
co che world, and the world will noneoffhe truth: 
Chriſt came to the world, and the world received 
him not, they were ſo farre from ſeeking a Savi- 
our, and comming to him, that they would not - 
reccive a Saviour, when hee came unto them. 
Therefore know, thou haſt a heart that can hate 
the Lord Jefus Chriſt, but thou haſt'nor a heart ro 
love him.thou haſtnor a heart that can delight in 
his good Spirit,thou haſt nor a heart that can take 
content in his rich grace. | 
The ſecond reafon why I preff* this point, is 
this, I would diſcover the diſorderly dealiug of 
many poore Saints of God w'th their owne 
ſoules : Many a poore childe of God labours ex- 
Gg 2 tremely, 
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trermely, and takes great paines to worke . his 
ſcule, and bring his heartto love Chriſt : hefalls 

out with himfelfe, becauſe he cannot love God, 
and he is ready tocurie himſ-lfe, hee cannot ger 
his heart up to heaven, where is more riches 
than 1sin the beſt riches of the world , where js 
more honour than in the greateſt honovr upon 
earth ; where is more pleaſure than in the grea- 
teſt delight here below : they labour,and can finde 
no good: ſucceſſe , rhey take paines, but their 
worke doth not ſucceed profperouſ]y : the reaſon 
isthis, they doe not begin at the right end, they 


« worke the wrong way : goe tothe ſea of loye,and 


goe to the ſunne of righteoufneſſe, and to the 
beames of Gods mercie, which onely can worke 
thy heart to love God, and delight in him : doe 
not goe to thy cold earthly frozen heart. ard 
thinke to fetch love from thence, thinke nor to 
bring love to the promiſe, but Iooke to receive 
Igve from the promiſe, bur ic is the loveof G: d 
towards thee, that muſt draw love from thce to 
God againe, It was the ſpeech of Chriſt, when he 
was to ſend the Comforter to his Diſciples, He ſhall 
receive of mine ( laith the text) and give ir unto 50g : 
marke the phraſe, all graces and all ſpirituall abi- 
licies are Chriſts ; goe thy wayes therefore, and 

preſſe the Lord Jeſus with this promiſe of his, and 
ſay, The truth is, Lord, the heart to love thee and 
delighrin thee is thine; and thou haſt ſaid, thy 
Spirit ſhall rake of chine,and give tous ; therefore 
give tous of thine, Lord, that thou mayſt receive 
of thine fromus: Our hearts cannot loyenor de- 


light 
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light in thy Majeftie, but it muſt come from 
thee ; give it to us therefore Lord, that wee may 


oive theeofthine owne. , _ - © etl 
The ſecond thing I gather from this doctrine, 


3s this, namely, ſtrong comfort and conſolation 


to ſtay and refreſh the hearts of thoſe. that have 
received this gracious worke, VVhat ever: thy 
weakneſſe be, it skils not: Is thy love intruth ? Is 
thy joy ſound? it is enough, thy ſoule may bee 
comforted, in that the Lord hath beſtowed this 
gracious worke uponthee inany meaſure; if thy 
love be in truth, icwill carry thee through all oc- 
caſions in this pilgrimage of thine,and bring thee 
to everlaſting happinefſez it isa ground of admi- 
rable refreſhing to the ſoule, that findes in his 
heart this love and delight in Gud. Thetext tel- 
leth us, a manby nature cannot doe this ; There- 
fore if thou haſt this, goe thy way, cleare thy 


ſoule,and bleſſe God for ir, and make much of it, | 


and ſay, Thou haſt more than all carnall men, 
than all cunning hypocrites under heayen can 
have ; pretend what they wilLand profefſe what 


 theypleaſe,thou that haſt the love of God in- any 


meaſure, though in mnch weaknefle, thou haſt 
more than they all, This may refreſh the hearts 
of many of you poore ones, thongh haply many 
other things goe ll with you, yet this appeares in 
the yoanglings of Chriſt,though they cannot doe 
any thing for their Father, yet they can love him; 
it isa loving childe, we fay,it canlove the Father, 
though it can doe nothing for him : ſo you poore . 
weake Chriſtians, that have ſmall-meanes, little 
GE:3 abilities, 


— 
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abil:tics, haply thy underitanding is not ſodeepe 
ro fadome the myſteriesof life and ſalvation, thy 
tongue is not ſo glib ro talke ſo freely, and con- 
ferre {o comfortably of heavenly things, thou 
canſt nor be enlarged in holy duties, thy under- 
ſtanding is marvellous blinde, thy memory mar- 
vellous weake, thy parts exceeding f-eble, fo that 
thou art even afhamed of thy {clfe, and of whar 
chou haſt and doſt. ButTI askethee this queſtion, 
Canſt thou love Chriſt, and reioyce in the Lord 
Jeſus > mee thinkes many a poore ſoule replies, 
Yes, I blefſe the Lord, tharis all Thave to uphold 
J my heart withall; 1 thinke allche profits, and 
pleaſures, and friends in the world, cannot draw 
my love from Chriſt, itis my delight ro love him, 
and rejoyce'in him : Goe thy wayesthen, and che 
God of heavengo with thee; this ſparkeis a.ſparke 
of chat immorrtall Spiritof the Father which will 
never dye,it is a worke of grace, which will never 
leave thee, its a badge, it isthecognizance, and 
the proper liverie which the Lord Jeſus Chrift 
gives only to his Saints: there was never a hypo=- 
crite under heaven-that ever wore this, God in- 
tended it not for them ; bne thoſe, and onel 
thoſe,which the Lord hath effeQual!y called,and 
will glorifie with himſelfe hereafter, weare this : 
and rher-fore thou that wanreſtall,&yer haſt chis, 
comfort thy ſelfe with chis in the want of all, and 
fay,l love the Lord, and the Lord knowes ir, and 
my ſoule knowes that I love the Lord Jefas , I 
canfayburt lirtle for Chriſt, my underſtanding is 
weake, I conceive not, my memorie is weake, I 
| 3 retaine 
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retaine nor, but yet the Lord knowes I love him, 
anddclight in him. Yea; and know'rhou it too, 
and comfort thy felfe therein 3 the Apoſtle pro- 
Vo..c$U3 to love one aro0ther,becauſe love comes from obs 4.7- 
God; now if the love to the brethren comes from 
God, becauſe wee ſee Gods image in them, then 
the love of God hath a mech more exprefie worke 
In it: therefore reaſon tEus wich your ſelves ; The 
time was,that this-wretched, vilcy carnall, world- 
ly heart of mine, could findeno reliſh inthe pro- 
miſe; I. could not bring this naughtie ſoale of 
mine ro entertaine the Goſpell.of grace, nor the 
Spirir of grace, but they were tedious ard irk- 
ſome to my ſoule, but the Lord ( bleſſed be his. 
name ) hath beene pleaſed to-helpe me, fo rhat I 
can doe that which Ineyer could doe. I finde the 
Lords promiſe and:goodnefle much more com- 
fortable tome, thanal{the corne and winein the 
world,and my heart is cheared with the conſide-= 
ration of.the ſame, The Apoſtle ſairh, 44 chings Row.8. 28; 
ſhalt worke together for the beſt to chem thar love God ; 
namely, to thoſe that are called according to his 
purpoſe, that 1s, to thoſe that ſo /ove God, that. 
their love came by calling, according to Gods 
everlaſting counſell, He called chemin his good 
time from darknefleto light, and he called them 
fromthe love of the world, to the love of God; 
- therefore a// chings ſhall worke roger a» for the beſt to 
them: let nothing therefore diſcourage thee in 
this caſe, bur ſay, All: things ſhall worke for my 
pood, becauſt.God hath given me a heart to love 
him: nay be'cheared herein, Icharge you, and 
as ket 
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ler not; your hearts , droope ,.and quarrell'nat 
with the -Lord for a greater portion, bur. bleſs 
God for that you have received, jour lot t fallen 
'  inz0 a faire ground, and the Lord hath dealt loving- 
lywith you, you need no more for a childes part. 
David deſired no more, Looke' upon mee, O Lord, 
(fairh he) and deegood unto me: how 2 as thou uſeſt 
ro doe unto thoſe that love thy name. As if, hee had 
ſaid, I defire no more for my life and everlaſting 
happinefle, and the comfort.of :my foule ;: deale 
with menootherwiſe, bur juſt fo, as thou doeſt 
with thoſe that love thy name : I know thou wilt 
love them that love thee, I know thou wilt ſave 
chem thatlove thee; I know thou wilt comfort 
them that love thee; I know thou wilt glorifte 
them that love thee : thus Lorddoe good to thy 
ſervant, I deſire no more, I crave no other, but as 
. thou doeſt, as thon uſeſt ro doe good to thoſe 
that loye thy name: if T have that, IT have enough: 
Davida King, a glorious Saint, deſired no more, 
expected no more: if thou haſt ſo much, know 
tharthouart beholding to the Lord, and be con- 
cented therewith. Haply you have not that vaine 
of talking and conference which others have, 
this is commendable, bur there is a great deale of 
- pride and; yanitie in it now adayes; thou canſt 
not crancke up thy ſelfe in performances, butthy 
heart cloſerh with God, andthy affe&ions are ſer 
npon him.,and thyſoule burneswith love towards 
the Lords why? -that is enoughto bring rhee to 
heayen,if chere beeyera:Saintin heaven,thouart 
one now, &halr be-it-heaven forever hereafter. 
= | But 
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Bat now here is the dithcultie,ifaman had that 
ove which comes from God according to his pur- 
poſe, this would ſtand us in ſtead : but there is 
much feigned, wilde, hypocciticall love, i the 
world : 


How ſhall I ( therefore ) know my love, whe® gueſt, 


ther it betrue, of cheright nature, or no? 

Here is the skill,therefore we will skan the mat- 
tera licrle, if it be crue love, and right joy, God 
will accept it,therefore put this /ove and joy upon 
the triall,and we will ſay no more than whatwe 
have ground for out of the dodrine of the rexr, 
Examine thy love and joy by this, whether thou 
welcomeſt, and entertaine# the. Lord Jelus 
Chriſt, as beſcemes him 4 whether thou entercai- 
neſt grace,anſwerable to the worth of grace; for 
that is the nature of this love and joy which God 
kindlesand workes. Now this appeares in five 
particulars? . | 

The firſt is this,ifchou wilt know the rrath and 
ſoundnefle of thy love and joj(for what Hay of the 
one, I ſay of the other, if love be good, joy will be 


ſound, for they grow both upon one root, onely 


the one hath more ſweernefle of Gods favour 
ſhed into the heart, which makes the ſoule ſpore 
with it, &c.) I fay therefore, to diſcover the 
—— of this love of thine, obſerve theſe 
trials: | | 


Anſw, 


Firſt, obſerve the root and riſe, from whence 7» T7 tall, 


thy love came, and wiſely conſiderthis, for it is a 
oint of great weight, and hard to diſcover, yet it 
is that which will never faile, it is the narroweſt 
"WH ſearch 
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ſearch inthe world; it thy love come from the 
righr min, ic is currant and warranrable, it is 
ſuch as onr Saviour approves of : Ir 1s Chriſts 
royall prerogative to mint love, and coine firch 
love, as he will take for payment, and accept of ; 
therefore doth thy love come from the Spirit of 
the Father ? then it is made fit to cloſe with the 
Farher,and to cloſe with the Lord lefus, and with 
his good Spirit; and conſequently the Father al- 
lowes this, and will give acceptance ro it. You 
know great men muſt be entertained anſwerable 
to their worth ; for a man to have meane fare 
and ſcant provifion, this may content a poore 
man ; but the choiſeſt and beſt, deare bought, 
and farre fetched, beſeemes men of great ranke 
and place. So there is akinde of leane loye, this 
earthly and naturall love, that growes only cnt of 
thy owne ſtrength and natorall parts, it is fcanc 
provifion,it beſeemes nor, it ſuits not with God 
the Farther, it isnot anſwerablc tothe place and 
ftate of the Lord Iefus Chriſt. Itis good enough 
for theſe baſe things here below, earthly love for 
carthly things, catnall fove for carnall things , ir 
is good enough for thefe things. Bat will you 
entertaine the Father of heaven? VVill yon en- 
rertaine the Lord Iefos Chriſt 2 1 tell yon then 
you muſt haye dainties, you muſt have ſpirituall 
love to welcome a ſpirituall Father, otherwiſe ie 
will not be ſurablc to his worth. Looke as it is 
with flowers, thoſe lowers which are ſfowen and 
planted, and by the *kilfall hand of che gardiner 
mecculated, are choſe ones both for _—_ - 
gat, 


4 —_ 


A 


p—_ effcFnall calling to Chriſt. 


fight, arc your province roſes and the like, are of 
great account ; but your common beakge reſts, no 
man cares for them : Soit is with the worke of 
Gods Spirit,andall other common graces, there 
1s province love, and province joy, which is planted 
and wrought inthe heart by the skilfull hand of 
God and his blefled Spiric, theſe make a ſweet 
ſmelling favour ig the nogrils of God : Aye that 
love, faith the Father, Aye that love, ſaith the 
Lord Jeſus, wee cannot betterpleaſe them, than 
by entertaining them after this matter ; but theſe 
hedge roſes,this carnall love andcarnall joy, that 
growes upon the hedge-of our owne naturall 
hearts,the Lord cares not for this love and joy, it 
beſeemes him not in any meaſure, therefore ob- 
ſerve this, canſt thou fay,I love God becauſe hee 
loved me ; this is a love of the right coine, it 
came from the right mint ; and know itfor ever, 
that that God which cannot but love himſelfe, he 
cannot bur like that love of thine, which is of his 
owne nature, which came from his owne ſeife, 
who tis the God of all loye, I would faine have 
you underſtand what I ſpeake, is thy heart there. 
fore affeQedand inlarged with love to the Lord, 
becauſe thon haſt found, and felt, and received, 
the ſweetneſle of the relliſh of the riches of his 
grace Into thy ſoule, doth love and joy grow np- 
on this root, namely, npon a grouhded applica- * 
cion ( as I may fo ſay in ſpeciall manner ) of Gods 
favour to thy ſoule, ſertled, and ſcaled;-and made 
knowne in this kinde, ifthy love doe grow apon- 
this ground, upon the -— ong application of 
2 Gods 
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Gods metcie to thy ſoule ; ſo that thy ſonle can 
fay, the Lord hath looked downe from heaven ; 
hee bath ſaid in his word, thathee will looke at 
them that tremble at his name; 1 looked for 
mercie, and I fought for grac-, and blefled bee 
God, I have found that mercie and grace I loo- 
ked and ſought for, the Miniſter ſpake it, and his 
Spirit ſpake it, that my name was regiſtred in hea. 
ven,and that my prayers were heard,& my defires 
fatisfied, and therefore how ſhall I love the Lord 
that hath doneall this for mee? my ſinnes I have 
bewailed, my complaints I have powred forth, 
and the Lord hath looked from heaven,and given 
me a gracious anſwer , therefore I will love the 
Lordforir, even for ever ; Tlove thee dearly,O 
Lord, my ſtrength, thonarte my ſupport thar haſt 

ſtrengthned me , thou art my Saviour that haſt 
ſaved me; therefore my ſoule ſhall for ever love 
thee,for that mercie of thine, this 1s a love now 
that comes from a righe mine, it is curranr, and 

Difference de 20d pays Bur if a manlove God from himſelfe, 

orgs = of an Ch1s love will bring a man to himſelfe, and there 

hypocrite, and Jeaye him : asif a man have alove to his parts, or 

of Gods chi his hearing, or reading, or praying,or preaching, 
or conferences, ifa man have a love to his under- 
ſtanding, wifedome, and policie, he loves his 
wiſedome and policie well, therefore hee would 
faine be beholdingto Chriſt, rohelpe him to glo- 
rife this wiſedomeand policie, and theſeparrs of 

 bis,thathe might receive honour to them : now 

thelove of his parts brought all to his parts, and 

Chriſts honour inthe meane time lay in the duft, 
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n and ſoI might inſtance in a thouſand examples of 
; the like nature: Whereas now(marke what I fay ) 
T that love which 18 wrought from God, alwayes 
Tr drawes the foule unto Gods love againe,the Lord: 
@ lers downe the cords of his love into the foule, 
I» and thereby breeds love, and kindles love in the 
is {oule.tothat goodneffe and kindnefle of his ; and 
A. this is the 'excellencie ofa Chriſtian,and this love 
6 is of a right coine, and ef a right ſtampe : bur 
d love of my parts, that Clift may glorific my 
76 parts ; and loyeof profit, that Chriſt: mighe pro- 
h, mote my-profit : I love my parts andprofitonly 
-n now.,anc not Chriſtin this caſe ; and this 1s the 
e eateſt difference betrweene the love and de. 
O light, which the cunningſthypocrite under hea- 
it vencan have, and the Saintsof God : Lexpreſſe ic 
iſt thusz Meat that a'man takes downe inwardly, Simile. 
_—_ and digeſts, breeds good bloud; and good com- 
_ plexion;. but chat which a man rakes, and digeſts 
1d not, but vormts oat againe.preſensly, breeds nei= 
e, ther good bloud, nor-good:complexion * So it is 
re with the love of the heart thatisrightly:wroughr 
or upon, 'to entertaine and love a'Saviour, and de= 
2, lightin him, and welcome-him; as beſeemes his 
kg | worth: a heart that is foundly wrought npon by 
is the Spirit,” feeds heartily upon thepromiſe;and 
la |Þ that feeding and raking downe of the promiſe. 


and rhat clofing:wich rhe promiſe, breeds good 
bloud: and:! goad:complexion 5. traerloverthat 
| breeds goud blond,abd'trae:joyithar breetds.geaod 
complexion, becauſe the promiſe is fed upon: -it 
is the worke of Gods Spirir which ſeize upon; 
Hh 3 and 
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-nd worke effecually upon the heart, that bred 
this ſound love and true joy. But a carnall hypo= 
crite.that only hath ataſte of the promiſe, and a 
flattering apprehenſion of the promiſe in general, 


_ Chriſt came to ſave ſinners, &c, theſe are prettie 


things to tickle their conceits, but they never goe 
downe,they digeſt not the promiſe of Chriſt,and 
therefore that love which comes from hence, is 
but a fained loye,and that joy which ariſeth from 
hence,jis bur a falſe joy,it breeds no good bloud. jt 
breeds no good complexion, butmeere vanities 
and overtures in a Chriſtians courſe , here is the 
difference betweene the love and joy ofan hypo- 
crite, and of a Saint of God: this is the firſt triall, 
Secondly, if thou entertaine chy Saviour,as be=- 
ſcemes a Saviour; thou muſt entertaine him as a 
King ( forhe isa King ) that 18s,giveup all to him, 
and entertaine noce bart thoſe that attend npon 
him,and appertaine to him in a word, love all in 
Chriſt, love all for Chriſt, but expreſlethy affe- 
(tion and joy to him above all ; he is the King, all 
the reſt are butretainers,and therefore entertaine 
him in the firſt place; hee that loves any thing 
equall with Chriſt, hee never loved Chriſt eruly; 
hethar ſers up any thing, cheeke by jowle with - 
his Saviour, he deſpiſerh. he renonnceth kis Savi- 
our, Iris all one (1nplaine termes ) asif a man 
ſhould pur a ſlave into the chamber where the 
King is,and fay,heharh entertained rhe King,rhis 
baſe bthaviour of his, will drive the King away, 
as well as if he did openly and profeſly bid him 
be gone. hp 
I@ 
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band, loves himonly asa husband, hee only hath 
her heart,and ſhe loves acne but himin that man» 
ner $ ſhe loves others as friends and neighbours, 
and gives them refpe& fo farre as they keepe 
themſelves there, bur if chey come roclaime the 
love of ahusband,ſhe athorresthem : fo a loving 
| heart loves Jefas Chrift onely as abridegroome, 
andll things elſe only as friends and neighbours: 
the ſonle that loves Chriſt, loves him onely as 
a Chriſt,and all chereſt as friends; the fonle will 
love riches that may credit ic, and parts that may 
advance it ( as friends to ſpeake for a man, and to 
give occafiont04 man, 'to come toa Saviour) as 

the wife loves her husband firſtly, and the reſt as 

triends and neighbonrs, that muſt furcher che 

match : {0 the ſoule loves the Lord Tefas Chriſt 
in the firſt place, and all things elle, as profir, and 

riches, and parts, as friends and neighbours that 

may make up the match with a Saviour, and 
bring it into acquaintance with a Saviour : the 
foule loves prayer, and hearing, and Gods ordi« 
nances, as friends to ſpeake a good word to 

Chriſt for it; bur if any thing come to ſteale 
away the heart, and challenge the affeRion of a 


ipouſe,it abhorres it,it hates honour, and riches, 


and all things in the world that will challenge 
any ſpouſe-like loye,Chriſt only ſhall have thar. 
| oo Our 
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Luke 1415. Ovr Saviour faith, Hee that hates not father and 
—_—_ mother fer my ſake, ut not worthie of mee : that 18, if 
father and mother ſtand betweene thee and 
Chr.{t,if they would be married to thy ſoule,hate 
and abhorre them, love them ſo farre as they-lead 
ro a Saviour, but when they ſtep into the place of 
a Saviour,abominate and hate them, 
Difference be- TÞ1s 1 take to bee. the difference betweene a 
rweene a ſound ſoUnnd and falſe heart,in the entertainment of rhe 
; andfalle heart Lord Jeſus. a ſound heart enterraines a Sayiour,: 
tainment of a$Safavourite entertaines a Prince, he comes in- 
CH. to his houſe, and diſpoſes, and orders every thing 
as he ſees fir, what he will 1s done, and no more 2 
but now ancinkeeper, hee cntertaines him that 
comes next, :he will take any mans money, and 
give welcome to any man, for he loves the gaine 
of all, but loves the perſon of none : ſo a gracious 
ſoule entertaines Chriſt as a Prince, all give at- 
rendance to the Lord, and all the courtiers are 
welcome, bccauſe they are ſerviceable to his Ma- 
jeſtiez but if aman be an enemy to his Majeſty, 
he will rather impriſon him, than entertaine him 
he will rather puniſh him, than welcome him: 
bur now an hypocrite entertaines the Lord Je- 
ſus,as a ſtranger into an inne, if hogour, orpro- 
fits,orriches come firſt, they are firſt ſerved, all 
are welcome, they and Chriſt, and Chriſt and 
they, but loves not Chriſt, but he loves himſelte 
In all. 'L | 
3. Trial. Thirdly, hethat truly loves Chriſt, labours. to 
give contentment to Chriſt ,. for love alwayes 
gives contentment to the thing beloved ; ſo - 
mu 
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maſt bee with every: Chriſtian heart that is truly 
humbled: ahd'hathichis affeaion kindledy:be- 
ſeeming our Saviour; the foule that thus enter- 
raines him, is ſtudiouſly carefull, and marvellous 
watchfull, leſt it... doe any thing that may grieve 
the. Lord Jeſus j. and'difcontenc his Spirit, and 
ſend the:good Spixit-bf. the:Lord fad, or inany 
diſlike to Heaven zi ie is carefull; Jeſt-the Lord 
Teſas ſhould bee. diſpleated with him, and offen- 


ded at him, or goc away inangerand diſpleaſure; 


the hearr feares, leſt; hee ſhanld: doe any thing 


that may; cauſe this, and it would be almoſt death 
to himy/if hee- ſhould doe this, Marke the guiſe 
and behavionr of the $pouſe,ſhe never lcft ſeeking 


ofher beloved, till ſhe had found hiniy!\andwhen £0%3-7- 


ſhebad found bim, ſheelayes: Hold: of him}-and 
when ſhe hath done ſo; ſhe bririgs him homegand 
when hee was there, ſhee gives charge to all the 
houſe , Icharge yow, 0 ye daughters of Teruſalem, by 
the Rees and the Hindes of the field, that youftirrenos 
up,nor awake my love til he pleaſe. Look as itiswhen 
menof great place come intoa mans houſe, there 
15a great cbarge & warning given; ſee there beno 
noyſe about ſach aplace, leſt ſacha man be raiſed 
before histime-:. What baſeneſle is this that wee 
ſhould have ogr hearts inlarged to any thing bar 
Chriſt? A good heart wil do as the ſpouſe did heres 
when the ſoul hath received the Spirit ofa Saviour, 
& found the mercy of a Saviour, it keeps watch bc 
ward within ir ſelf, and gives peremptory charge 
to all inthe family; I charge you profits, 'and plea- 
lure, and riches, and _ r, and all che _ 
-_— O 
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of this lite;; love and joy, add all rhe faculties: of 
theſoblty ({irgives them warning) I charge you 
that you:ſtirre not, i charge yourhatiiyon grieve 
not;' I charge you'thar you diſquietnor the 8piric 
ofthe Lord, let there: bee; nod. motion but enter- - 
taine it, na cormmandbut obey. it 4 no advice but 
receive. it iz: thus the foule igives- peremptory 
charge, hot to grieve: the Spirit of the Lord, of- 
to doe any thing that may diſtaſte it, .. « 

. Seethis in Lore, whowhen he had received the 
two gn into! bisboufe, theicurſed if3domitey 
came tothe: doard;andthonght-ro abuſchls flrane' 


geys, Now-(niarke it Tbefeech you) £or catild be 


content that-rather any hart or diftaſte.: ſhould 


'": befall hunſclfachanithem{thereforc obſerve hoiy 


becpleadi with aliofebaſe-ptople. Log worrout! 


ſaid ;, 1 pray. you brethyen doe not fo wickedly  Be= 
' hold now 1 have twodauphters which have not knowne 


man;ler webringtemunt antegen.and als rd ihim as 
gr yood377 your eges, 0ncly 10 theſe wen doenothiny.; far - 
therefore came they under the ſhadow of wit yoofe, This” 
was kinde honorableentertainment. As Liedealt- 
withthe Angels, ſoaloving heart willdeale with 
thelvri Lofts rcp my-ſoule bes wounded (ith. 
theloving hearr)bur'let not Gods Spirirbe gric- 
yed ; let my honeurbee laid mthe daft; butler 
not God be diſhonoured ; let temprations; oppo- 
fitions; perſecutions, and diſgrace befallmee,bur 
tet Gods glory be advanced; The ſoule is willing: 
andcontent to beare ary thing, burtit willdoe no- 
thing againſt Chriſt, it will doe norhing againſt 
the _ 
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taines Chriſt az beſeemes him, anda naughty hy- 
pocriticall ſpirit that. would fawne:upon Chriſt 
Teſus : this 1s the difference betweene faithfull 
true love and- joy, and diflembling loveand joy, 
There is the ſame ods betweene them,. which is 
betweere a man that entertaines a:;ſervant, and 
another that enterraines:ameble friend, or a Xing 
into his family. A man entertains a ſervanie, thar 
he may pleaſe him, andnot'that hee may pleaſe 
his ſervant: he ſeeth he is wiſe to-order his occa-. 
fions, and diligent to diſpatch his bufinefſe, .and 
therefore hee receives him; that heemay ger con» 
rentment- from the ſervant; not; that hee m 
give contentment to the ſervant : bur if hee findes 
any inconyeniency in his eſtate, -@r receives not 
that ſatisfation from him which hee defires and 
expects, hee turneshimy our af doores.* Butnow 
hee whichentertaines a; Noble man'after a noble 
manner; andhe which entercaines a King after s 
kingly manner, labours: to:give him-all-contene, 
hee will not-pleaſs himſelfe, nor fatfet hixowne 
minde, but ſtudies how hee maygive coritent: ro 
the Noble man; or to the King. Nay it aSadmira» 
ble to ſee what men of great place will doein' this 
caſe : When they entertaine a:K7ng, they them- 
ſclves will 'bee'ſervants while the Kinpis:there ; 
haply hee isa;man of: greateſtate, and hath many 
to attend upon him, :yer hee-gives charge. to.his 
ſervants, I care not whatbecomes of me;: bur bee 
ſare let his Myje# be: pleaſed p andifiiany comes 


to: ſpeake with chim , hee: re hidd heericans 
nor'- poſſibly ſpeake with him nbw; hee: muſt 
Sulh Et attend 
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Soitis betweene a ſound faithfall loving ſoule 
that encertaines Chriſt, andan Hypocrite: the 
one receives Chriſt into his ſoule as a ſervant in« 


to his family, and allthe while Gods Goſptll or 


Grace may-promote his honour,orcaſe, orcredjr, 
ſa. farre-as theſe may ſerve his eurne,- ſo farre as 
profit, and honour, *and riches come in by this 
means, welcome Goſpell, and welcome Chriſt : 
Burif he ſees danger will come, orin- onvenience 


befall, or miſery betide; then he tittnesGoſpell, 
and Chriſt, and profeſſion, andallone of d6ores, 
becauſe hee entertained the Goſpell bnely as a 


ſervant to content himſelfe, But hee thar enter- 


_ faines Chriſt andthe Goſpell, as'a Xing inrohis 


ſoule, labours to give him all content, he'will not 
pleaſe himſelfe, or his luſts, or his pride 6r yaine 
glory, or any thing in the world: Nay when 


Chriſt comes once to be received inro the ſoule, | 


he whichbefore had his retinue, and all to attend 
upon-him;': they muſt- all ſerve Chriſtnow nay 
he will-not give Chriſt diſtaſte in theleaft thing, 
he cares for no honour how, but to honour #31, 
he cares for no advancement now, but road Vance 
him, heefteemes ofno riches now,bureſd farre 93 
they,may credit the, Gofpell: Nay to'goe'ftir- 


-ther;,,they that were his necreſt and. deereſt 


friends, if they come and defire his com pany, he 
tels themne;becannor; rhe Lord leſas mit bee 
pleaſed; jand the gpiriemult beetorirented "N45 
.his oldJults; and: his told |acquaihrance:thifs' old 


Dale hayntsof hear 5Y dnd his vid (infill @ourſes; 
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_ that have beene at inward league with his ſoule, 


they: come and-plead toracceptance; the 
{Ak regardsngne of all theſe, he reſpeds 
Chriſt onely : Nay he will diſpleaſea faſhion, ra- 
therthan he will diſpleaſe Chz it, he will diſpte ale 
the reat men under, Heaven, ratherchan hee 
will. dip Cirift. , Nay all that ſame plory 
and pride of his which bath becne ſo much'bels; 
ved of him, the ſoule that hath beene truly harfi- 
bled, and brought to an apprehenſion of Gods 
goopeſle,, will rathes difpieaſo rhaty than! gifs 
Pleate.che Lord lefus GhthFf,o-s foo ff he, 18 
his.4$ anemertainment wha bc ſoemes the 
Lord, and. this is che guile that beſremes him 
which gives contentment toa Saviour? You muſt 
now agdthen receive the 'Geſpey whenic pleaſ#th 
YOU, an and.anonfling out the Lord Tetys, hk cats 
richly behave your felves cowards him ; but yon 
SF glve all content unto him, and beſtow all 
attendaiice upon him. It is admirable ro ſer what 
love willdge, how men willſquare theft 'mihdes 
and hearts;tothe mindes of thoſerhax ere 'teride) 
redby them , they willbe where they pleaſe, dos 
what they will, and talke of whar they Will pip 
delightzo doe by. good will; OmyGodi( faith D abit) 
the originall carries itithus,: &# & by yord wilt 
dee thy, yood pleaſure : $0 it is rhe good will' of 
the ſoule that loves God to'pleaſe himabove 
allchings, wee ſhould ſoſpeake, and works, and 
walke, as beſecmes the Loid,jnowlt ive fect 
contentment; t0. #þe-Lordyji[char bee ry de- 
light toloye us, and walke: with us;'"and m_ 
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good GOD' unto. us'for ever. : 
 Thefourch criall 1s this, He that loves a thing, 
itis his happineſſt and good: toſee the happineſſe 


ec. A 


4 Triall,.. 


and good of thethiung he loves; ( obſerve it ) this - 


i5an-undoubted argument of found affetion,;thar 
4 man ſhould bee willing; that that which is affe- 
ded by him, ſhould haveall good, though hee in 
the meane time mifſe of it, if ther#bee any pro- 
ſperity befals the party he loves, he thinkes him« 
ſelfe bleiſed ; if any honour comes to him, hee 
thinkes himſelfe hotionred; nay he had rather hee 
ſhould behonoured and advanced thart hitmſelfe, 
this isrrue /ove-indeed: Bur fer a partertie oF love, 
anda blefſed mirrour of a heart inlarged with af- 
fetion: When David was anointed to the crown, 
and £aslipurſued hin heavily; and thought to 
defeat him of the Kingdome, and dealt wreteh- 
edly and cruellywich hints Now 70nathan meets 


hit after an heavy affliction, and laboors tocheer 593377: 


upthe heart of Darid, ard faith; Feare nor, for the 


hand of Saul ſhall »og fiade thee,” thou ſhalt bee Kin © 


over 1ſratt, and I ſhall bee next unto thee: Aman 
would chinke, why ſhould not 79nathanrather la- 


bour for thecrowne himſelfe, hee was next heire 


apparant- thereunto,' heemight have ſaid, Faul is 
my facher; atid why thonid not T:ficceed him in 
the crowne? why ſhould David ftmtin before 
me? No, this: comforted his heart, andrejoyced 
and cheered his foule, David ſhall bee King, and 


1 ſhall beenext watohim ; hee loved Paviddearly, 


and therefore* this refreſhed him, thon ſhale bee" 
King in Iſracl, and'itis rhe comforc of my heart, 
that 
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that 1 (hall ben next untothee. As who ſhould | fay,. | 


ircontents me more that thou ſhalt be honoured, 
than if L my ſelfe were honoured,” efeh aj 26 
' So it is with a-good: heart chat Ten Icſus 


Chriſt, and his Grace, -and-hisGoſpell : Oh, the 
happineſle of the Goſpell, and the promotion. 


thereof, 1s the greateft good and {comfort that 
Can betall him, : The Chriſtian faith; l-t God bee 
honoured, though I bee diſparaged, it skils not : 
IstheLord advanced,and doth his Goſpell thrive? 
Is his Glory promoted}; ? Doththe worke of grace 
gue forward ?-It 1s enough, what becomes of my: 
honour, or parts, or {tberty;oreaſle, it is no mat- 
ter. Let it goe well with the Goſpell, and let ho- 
nour be given to the Lord Keſus 3 in theuſe of the 
means, and ordinances which'hehath beſtowed: 
upon us ; let Gods: cauſe: finde that acceptance 
amongſt his ſervants whichir onght, it is ſuffici- 
ent, it rejoyceth: my heart. - See this in /ohx the 
Baptifh, when Chriſt began. to ſer forth the Goſs 


_ pell, and to baptize, and many came unto him-; 


the Diſciples of 72hn grudged at it, and ſaid-unto, 
Tohn ,Rabbi, He that was with thee beyond lordan, of 
whom they bareft witneſſe, behold the ſame baptizeth 
and all come to bim:(Now marke bow John ſpeaks): - 
His Diſciples.were ſtirred becauſe they thonght 
the honourand icredit went away from them. As 
if they had ſaid, Maſter, there is one: now that 
carries all before him, every mans eye is towards 
him, and every mans heart: is-after him. Now 
Tohn loved Chriſt, and marke how he replies, Ze 
that bath che Bride, « the Bridegroome, but phe gy 


of 
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of the bridegroome, which flandeth and heareth,, rejoy- 

ceth greatly, becauſe of the bridgroomes woice, hs my 

joy therefore i fulfiled, As who ſhould fay, Chriſt 

is the Bridegroome, I am but the friend of the 
Bridegroome, who labour only toprepare hearts 

for Chriſt, Is the Lord honoured? Is the Lords 

worke proſpered? if this bee ſo.my joy is fall, I 
have enough ; let the Lord increafe,though | de- 

creaſe, ler the Lord have the praiſe that is due 

untohim,and what ever befals me,I care nor. 

This atſo was that of Mephiboſheth,when he was 
dealt faiſly with,and ſome falle reports had beene 
ſuggeſted tro David againſt him, he was conrent. 
ro put up all-the wrong ; and when David re- 
turncd in peace, and hee faw the Kings face, and 
that he had gained the day, and got the field : 
Davidbegan to comfort and refreſh him,and bade 2 Sam19. 39+ 
him divide the land which hee had taken from 
him, berweene Zibaand him : now marke how 
hee replieth, Lee hins take all, for as much as the 
King ts come againe in peace ro his owne houſe : as who 
ſhould ſay, as for che Jand itskils not, as for my 
ſcIfe,and the field, and my life, Ipaſſenot, for as. 
much as you my King are come home in peace. it 
is cr.ough, it is {fhcient that T have ſeene your 
Majeſtie in peace z this was better to him, than 
the field,or any thing clſe, whatſocyer could be- 
fall him. 

Beloved, many a manis all a mort, becauſe his 
honour fals to the ground, and becauſe his credit 
ties in the duſt, but if he may have his owne ho- 
nour and credit,he is not troubled, though Chriſt 
Kk - = nn 
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and his Goſpel, and Gods honour and glory lye 
in tre-duſt ; this man loves not the Lord: for he 
that loves the Lord, makes him his portion and 


his glory, it is enough Chriſt 1s mine; it is ſuſ6- 


cient that his glorie and Goſpell proſpers ; whar 
ever befals me,1 CAre Nor . ler the world take my 
eaſe, and liberty, and life, and all, let the Goſpel] 


beadvanced, I carc nor. 


Brethren, ſuch are the baſe diſpoſitions of too 
roomany amongſt us, they can tread upon Chriſts 
ſhoulders,and Lfr up him, chat they may appeare 
above him ; they can labour to lift up Gods 
Goſpell, that they may life up themſelyes there- 
by : this is a bafe diſpoſition, that harbours inthe 
heart of moſt men : but (I beſeech you) lye 
downe in the duſt, and be content that the Lord 
may be advanced, though thou be diſgraced ; be 
content that rhe Lords name may bce praiſed, 
though thou be diſhonoured: what tough eve- 
ry mans mouth be.againſt thee? and every mans 
hand oppoſit untorhee ? yet if God be honored, 
let that comfort thee : nay-ifany of Gods people 
advanceGod more than thy ſelfe, rejoyce in it : 
aiid let this be the aijme of all our endeyours for 
ever. 

Thefifch triall is this, it 1s the nature of ſound 
love to covet nearer nnion with the thing belo- 
ved, andto have a kinde of earneſt impatience 


- and reſtleſnefſe, till it attaine a greater meaſure 


thereof, Obſerve it, this is a thing which flowes 
fromthe nature of love; eſpecially from this loye 
I now ſpeake of, which þeſcemes the Lord, who 


rp 
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is the beſt of all other hings, which the ſoule can 


defire,or the heart poſſeſſe, Thereare twobran- 2 Branches, 


ches of the point z I will handle the one largely, 
and only touch the other. 
Love, I ſay therefore, is firſt of a linking, and a 
glaing nature, and it will alwayes carrie the ſonle 
with a ſtreame and earneſtneſſe, roenjoythe poſe 
ſeſſion of, and union with the thing beloved ; it 
cannot haye enough of it, it is never ſatisfied with 
it; it coyets nothing ſo much, riches now ſeeme 
loathſome, and profits and pleaſares are, tedious 
vanities to him, the ſoule is outof taſte with all 
worldly delights, and deſires nothing ſomuch as 
co enjoy Chriſt ; thisis that he would have. Ler 
the wickedhave whar-they will, andipoſſefie what 
they pleaſe, but ler me enjoy that only, and I care 
nor. 3 
When David had becne doting on the things 
here below , at laſt hecame to ſee berterchings 


have T in heaven but thee & and there is none in earth 
that 1 deſire in compariſon of thee : he bids adieu to 
all other things, and marke what followes; 7: #5 


good for me ro draw neare toGod, As if hee had ſaid, 
ler the rich man have his wealch, and let the am- 
bitious man have his honour, Jer the drunkard 
have his cup, and the adulterer his ſweet dallian- 
ces: lecthem drinke, and ſiwill, and whore, 'and” 
goe downe to hell, much good doe it them with 
their ſops, ler them haye what their hearrs can de- 


ſirez but it is good for me to draw nigh unto God. : 


Oh the pleaſures. that are-at Gods right hand ! 
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in God : and ſee how he\ſtayeth his hearc : hows P/al.y3.25, 


256 The SoulereffeRtaall calling ro Chriſt, 


Oh the mercie and holinefle which hee hath pre- 
pared, and will beſtow upon thole thar are up- 
righc! | 

When Marie had beene ſeeking and weeping 

for a Saviour, Criſt faid unto her, Woman wh 

lohn 10416, weepeſt thou ? whom ſeekeſt thou 8 Marke now what 
Horie did, being moved with love to the Lord; 
ſhe conceived Chriſt tobe the Gardiner, and ſhee 
ſpake thus, Sir, if thou haſt borne him hence, tell mee 
where thou haſt laid him, and 1 will take hims away : 
She would be content to have the body of a Sa- 
viourrather than want a Saviour, ſhe would haye 
a dead Saviour rather_than none : but when our 
Saviour revealed himſelfe to her, when fhee ſaw 

_ that helived,and was riſcnagaine, ſhe flew upon 
him.and with maryellons violence embraced our 
Saviour, (for ſo the words muſt of neceſlitie be 
underſtood) for Chriſt ſaith, Touch mee nor, for 1 
am not yet aſcended : the meaning is this, Marie was 
yery eager of her Saviour : Have I againe ſeene 
my Saviour? And doe I againe poflefle him? I 
will never part with him more: Chriſt faich nnto 
her, Marie.and ſo diſcovers himſclfe : ſheſaith un- 
to him, Rabbori, that is to ſay, Maſter; and there 
ſheholds, as if ſhe would never leave him more: 
now Chriſt checks her, becauſe ſhe depended fo 
much upon his outward prcfence :- Hee faith nnto 

' her, Toxch me n08, for I am not yer aſcended, as if he 
had faid, I ſhall I've miny da;es upon the earth, 
and thou ſhalt bee ſatisfi.d with my preſence, 
therefore doe not cling fo faſt unto me; for the 
word toxch ſignifies as much; andthe ſame word 
1s 
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is uſed in the Corinthians, Jt us geod for a man not t0* _ 
touch a woman, that is, tocleave and to- cling unto 
hers and it is taken from thoſe peeces of buil- 
dings, which are let one into another : her affe- 
aion was ſuch, that ſhe would not part with her 
Saviour, when (be had met him. 
This isa liyely picture of that love which many 
a poore ſoule pofleſſeth, when th= Lord lets in the 
elimpſe of his love into the hearr, when the foule 
hath waited long for mercie and comfort,and the 
Lordis pleaſed at laft to refreſhi it," and*cheare ir 
therewith, andtoler in ſome ſweet incklings, and 
intimations thereotz many of Gods Saints begin 
fo bee light headed, becauſe they are fo raviſhed 
therewith, they ar alwayes cleaving thereunto, 
inſomuch that many times they- are. almoſt bc. 
 fides themſelves. - 72-283. Þ 
Looke as it is with parties that live in the ſame Simile.. 
family,and their affe&ions are drawing on one to- 
' Wards another in marriage z*theywill caſt their 
© occafions ſv, that if ir be poſlible, they will be to- 
 gether,and have one anothers company, andthey 
: will ralke together, and worke together, and the 
- time'/goerh on marvellous faddenly, alkthe: white 
their affeFiotis are drawing on : ſo it is withrhe 
ſoule thatloves Jeſus Chriſt, and hath. this holy 
_ affeftion kindled, ir rhinkes every place happy, 
where it hattiheard of Chrift, and thinkes char: 
- honre ſweer,. wherein ir pur np itsprayers to the 
. Ford, and enjoyed love:char with ' him; hee 
© thinkesrthe Sabbath marv<llous ſweet, wherein 
::Godis reyealed inthe power of his ordinances:: 
3g K k 3 any. 
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any glimpſe of Gods goodnefle, and rotice of his 


mercie in Chriſt,is marvellous comfortable tothe 
ſoule, | | 

And it is the defire of the ſoule to fit by it: as 
the drunkard doth in another kinde, ſorthe lo- 
ving foule would-fit by this mercie and love of 
God,that he may be more acquainted with it,and 
more quickned arid cheared by it, the foule 1s ra- 
viſbed therewith, and overcome as it were wich 
the apprehenſion thereof : David .envyed the por- 
zer that kept the doore of Gods temple, where Gods pre- 
ſence was, and the very birds that built ther neſts 
there: asif hee had ſaid, You have liberty to ſee 
theſacrificcs offered, and you may heare the voi- 
ces of Gods people,and yon may build your nefts 
in the temple of my. God, and-my'Lord;. and 
Lord am not I as good as birds? therefore his 
hcart was inflamed with the want of theſe ordi- 
nances of God, Nay old: Simeon when. hee had 
ſeene our Saviour incarnate, his heartwas ſo inlar- 
ged therewith, that he would have bcere content 
ro have left his body, that he might have bad his 
full of his Saviour; Lord now lecteft thay thy ſeryage 
depart in peace, for mine eyes have ſeene thy ſalvation © 


as if he had ſaid,(tand by body, let meicome tomy 


Saviour , ct mee bee forever with him, T bave 
beene long enough in this finfull world already. 


'A ſpouſe that is contracted, thinkes every day a 


yeare, and every: yeare twenty, till that; day 
comes, /ſhee bleſleth-the very place where the 


bridegroome is, and ſhethinkes the parties happy 


thartalke with him,and ſhe takes every tokenthat 
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comes from him maryellons kindly, bur yer ſhee 
thinkes,if that day wonld once come whercin ſhe 
might poſſeſſe him, and be poſſeſſed of him, that 
ſhe, ahd ſhe alone might enjoy her husband ; Oh 
this would bee a happy day, her heart wonld bee 
cheared, and exceedingly refreſhed therewith : 
ſoa loving foule that hath beene truly humbled 


_ and inlighrened in the apprehenſion of Gods 


love and mercie,and'is contrated,as I may fo fay, 
unto Chriſt, hath many thoughts; when will it 
once be,that I may be married to Chriſt, and poſ- 
ſeiſe him, and bee poſſeſſed of him ? ro bee with 
Chriſt is'beft for me : ſach a one thinkes every to 
ken maxrvellons welcome,and every promiſe,and 
every word, that reveals any intimation of Gods 
kindnefſe ; but yet, oh whcn will the day come, 
that T ſhall be fereyer with the Lord Jeſus; this 
is che higheſt picch, that Saint Pazl ſpeakes of, we x rye: 4. 
that are alive, and remaine, faith he, Bu bee canght 
gp togerbey with them #n the clouds,and meet the Lord 
inthe aire, and ſo ſhall wee bee ever with the Lord : 
chis the ſoule thinkes, when will that day come; 
that I may never be with ſinne more, never with 
che world more,never with corruptions more,ne- 
ver with baſe company more ? but with that 
mercie, and rhat Spirit, and that grace, and with 
thar Chriſt, for ever andeyer z thisis the guiſe of 
the ſoule, and the frame of the heart, that is kin- 
dledin ſound loye to the Lord Jeſas ; nay ſuch is 
the ſtrong and gloing nature of true love, thar it 


wilt make a man bee with the thing beloyed, 


though hee bee in never fo'great miſery. When 
Jacobs 


Say, Lo Ca . 
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Tacos tonnes came, aud told him that lsſeph was 
fine, lacob was grievoully diſtreſſed, becauſe he 
loved him deercly z now marke what the text. 
faith, 44 his ſonnes and dawghters roſe up t0 comfort 
him but he refuſed to be comforted; and ſaid, I will 
goe downe intothe grave to my ſonne 7oſeph , he 
would rather be inthe grave,than.not to be with 
Joſephs and hee will goe downe into the grave, 
rhat he may be with him : ſo:the wife that loves 
her husband, when hee is in priſon, ſhee will bee 
there with him, ſhee is ſorry that it ſhould bee ſo. 
wich er husband, bat ſhee. will rather bce inthe, 
priſon wich him, than wanthis. company.: ſoan 
humble ſoule rhat hath his heart kindlcq.jn ear- 
neſt and ſound affection ro Chriſt, is..content 
even to goe into the grave with the Lord Jeſus, 
yea into priſon withthe Lord Jeſas ; let mee bee 
with Chriſt, ſaith he,though 1 be in perſecution ; 


letme be with the Lord Jeſus, though Ibein dif- 
honour : itis agricfeto the ſoule if Chriſt bee 
ſo; but agreater gricfe,. if he may not. be wich 
him where hee is: when the ſpouſe had wanted 
her bridegrocme a great while, and at laſt the 
Lord was pleaſed ro revecale himſclfe unto her, 
ſhe faſtens upon him, and reſts contented wich 
him,and deſires no more; my beloved # mine, and 
T amb ; as who ſhould ſay, thou arc mine, and I 
am thine, let the world chinke what it will, I am 
thy wife, and thou art my husband : ſo faith che 
ſoule, Chriſt is mine, and I amhis, and if I may 


| have more of that. grace and holineſſe which is 


in Chriſt, I have cnough, I deſire no more, but 
7 | without 
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without that I cannot be contented, I cannot be 


. ſatisfied. - 


 Secondly,there isa holy reflefnefſe and impas 
tience in the ſoule tiil it can atraine this, it will 
cake no nay at the hand of the Lord, bur ſues for 
the march though Chriſt feerne to forbid the 
banes ; and it were worth'the while: to.obſerve: 


I i = : LS I . » - 
- howrſtlefle the foule is, andihow it beſtirres it 


ſelte co attaine neerer.amion with the Lord Jeſus, 
even when he ſeemes ro abſent his preſence from 


the ſoule ; but' wecanno: profecure thar, ſo that 


by-rhis cime then it: doth appeare whart it is to 
lovethe Lord trul /,aud wee have laid downe the 


trial! whereby we may know whether wee have 


this love or no. 3 Oikti & 
!Fhethird uſe isa word of reproofe, you have 
heard the ground of conſolation already; there- 
fore whenthe pill is ſugered, I hope it will down 
the betrer : Here then wee have a juſt ground of 
reprehention, andit comes marvellous heavy as 
a witnefſe coaccuſe many, nayas'a Judge to con- 
demne many in the world z:this 1s ſufficient to 
ſhake their hearts; and rv make their-ſoules that 
livein the boſome of the Church almoſt to ſfinke 
m the conſideration and fight ofitheirowne mi- 
ſerable and fearfull condition,  upon'whom this 
worke was never ſtamped, in whoſe ſoules this 
grace of God was never yet: kindled-;; certaine it 
15 ſach neverioved: the Lard; norever: rejoyced 
in Chriſt. Woe rotheir ſoules therefore, and (be- 
loved ) this is the conditionof the greateſt part 
of thoſe that live in the Church, and are counced 
(1:53 : Ll] pro- 
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profeſſors among us; they love not Chriſt, they 
rejoyce notinhim, yer they will noc bee perſwa- 
dedof it; therefore give a little attendance I be- 
ſcech you to what I ſhall ay. 

This isthe cunning that Satan hath to deceive 
poore foules withail,becauſe theſe holy affections 


_ are inward and retired, as bope and defire, and love, 


and joy ; - becauſe I fay they are ſecret things in 
theſoule, and doe notdiſcover themſelves out. 
wardly tothe view ofthe world, farther than the 
fruits thereof manifeſt the ſame : Therefore men 
not knowingtheſe affeftions themſelves, and not 
conceiving of the nature of them, that is the caufe 
that many leane upon the expectation of what 
they have in frame of heart, though they want 
mm the -courlſe of their lives: this:is that which 
every mai almoſt doth challenge tohimſelfe, as 
thar whereby hewill beare up his heart in time of 
trouble, and cheere up his: ſoule in the day of di- 
ſtrefſſe, Wicked men when every onecannot bur 
ſee and bebold theirbaſe courſes, and loath their 
finfall praftices, nay when they themſcives can- 
not bur confefſe therr filehy behaviours;$&c. Why 
they confefſe hey fall foully, and they fall dayly 
and fcandalodſly;bar that which heals all & helps 
all is this,they ſay it is trae tis fo with their lives, 
bur yet they love the Lord Jeſus with all their 
heattsz every vile yarlet will ſay thus when hee 
hahfvwome by a' Saviour, and torne his fleſh in 
peeces, his bleſſd' body, his blood,>his wounds and 
all; yetwhenhe hath done rhis, he loves a tweer 


fall 


The Sowles effeBnall calling to Chriſt. = 


fall wretch : that 1 may apply my ſelfe particular. 


ly toſuch acne; I beſeech yougive mee leaveta 
doe two things. ' Firſt, I will: make it good that 
moſt men have not this love of Gad : Secondly, 
I will plead the Indirement, and then when E 
have latd out the Indizement and pleaded it, and 
ſhewed who they are that haye not this love of 


God, the point will be cleere. 


Firſt itis ſure and moſt certaine, that moſt in 


the world that live in the boſome of the Church i! whe | 


have not their hearts carried in any love of God, 
6 oft love te-G od, 


bur ina hatred anddefperate oppoſition 


world hayens 


bur hatred ae. 


the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, » bim was life, and this life gaintt him, 


was the light of the world, and the light ſbined in 
darkueſſe, and the darkneſſe camprehended is not © 


the meaningisthis,the Lord Jeſus Chriſt was the 


life of the promiſe, in him was life, the promiſe 
of life was in Chriſt, and that promiſe of life was 


a light ro teach men theway to life and falyation, 


but when this light of the promiſe of grace ſhined 


tothe world, the darke world comprehended ic 


not, they knew it not, Chrift came wnts his owne, ton 1.117 


and his owne received bim not, There the Lord 
ſpeakes ofthe Jewes that were his choſen people, 
and his owne by covenant : Hi owne by reaſon of 


the privileges and benefits, andordinances which 
he beſtowed npon them : His owne by profeſſion, 


they tooke the Name of Chrift npon them: Chriſt 


came not toheathens and pagans,but to his owne, ' 


and they received him not. How many are there 
amongſt us who' profeſſe the Name of the Lord 
feſus, and takeup the Goſpell of Chriſt, and yer 
{1457 Ll 2 being 
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264. | The SouleseffeBuall calling to Chriſt. 
being Chriſtians in profeſſio»,- will not entertaine 
the love of.the Lord 1etus-Chrift which ſhould 
make us Chriſtians in dzed.Chriſt comes romany a 
mans doore,and knocks,and callr,and intreats en- 
crance, bur: few wilt enterraine. him -when hee 
comes; nay lermee ſay more, my heart trembles 
roſpeake it,nay my heart, were itas it ſhouldbe, 
would grieve to thinke it : Wicked men are fo 

J farre from priſing Chriſt and- loving che Lord 
Teſus, that they bate him more than- fone; -nay I 
had almoſt faid,: yer Fam loth.co ſpeake it, my 
heart ſhakes ro thinke it, but char T hope you are 
willing to heare the worſt; why then will ſpeake 
it, andthey are the words of the Scyiprure, wicked 
men hate: Chriſt more than the devill himſclfe 3; 
the Lord be merciful to-fach poor ſinful creatures, 
good Lord that ever menſhonld be created by the 
Lord, . and enjoy mercy and meanes from rhe 
Lord,:and yet love ſane. and the . devi4 thimſclfe 
morethanGod. - la 197i 8 

Obje#, | Bur you will-fay, are there any ſuch; is it p:ſfi= 

ble that ever any man that breathed and received: 

mercy fromthe Lord Icfus,ſhould deale ſo finful- 
ly and-unkindly with-bim ; why, the devill would: 

| -not doe Id! 5d AVE. <0 | 

&nſwer. Ifayroyouas the Prophet: ſaid to Hazael in 
another cafe: 1 know, ſaith he, the evill thou wile 

doetothe children of Iſrael, cheir ftrong bolds wile 

$Kyng3.12-13- ebou ſet on fire, and their young men wilt thou [lay 
with the ſword, - and wile daſh their children, and rip 

np their womenwith childe, but Hozael ſaid, 'whax, 
am I 4 dogge thas/ ſhould. dee thu the. Propher 
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told him, che Lord hath ſbhewed it wnto me: 1 know, 
faith che Propher, the cuelry and venome of thy 
ſpiric though thou knoweſt tt Dot': So when I 
ſpeake of theſe things, men will bee ready to ſay, 
what, arc there any ſuch dogs to deale thus with 
the' Lord Jcſus:: I ell you the Lord knowes 
this, 'and the Word ſceth all thy venome and 
ſpight and hatred againſt Chriſt, che Lord ſeeth 
and knoweth ir. Moſt men in their hearts doe 
hate Chriſt, though they ſee it not : beloved; 
your hearts are more vile than-you -can-conceive, 
and more baſe than yon can imagine, the Word 
will make. itcleere. The greateſt evill of all wee 
know is ftnne,the Devill is not tobe loathed bur 
for his ſinne ;* and thereaſon-why he is ſo loath= 
ſome, is becauſe hee is fo ſinfull.: Now marke 
what the text faith, es « the condemmarion, that thn. ig, . 

light & come into the-world, and men loved darkneſſe 

more chan the light:the Lord revealed lighe(that is, 

Chriſt) to the world but the world:loved fin and 

che temprations of Satan, and the.corruptions 

of their owne hearcs more chan-Chriſt, and more 


than mercy that was-tendered: to them inthe ge 


Lord Jeſus; it iscleere therefore it was fo, it will 
be fo, andit is ſo tothis day ; Men'ove their bafe 
laſts and finfall corruptions more than the Lord 
om Chrift; and: the -power of his grace which 
e exprefſeth ro their ſoules, and conſequently: 
they love che deluſions and ſuggeſtions of Satan, 
more than the morions of Gods Soirit, and the 


 comfortthereof. Thus now we have ſajdidawne 


the Inditement,. let us allo plead irglictle;, wee 
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ſee there be many in the Charch that doe not love 
the Lord Jeſus Chrift, but who are they ? of that 
we will nowſpeake, for when we lay the charge, 
we muſt name the man, the Inditement in ge« 
nerall is nothing, we will therefore reterre theſe 
men that love rot Chrift to three rankes. The 
firſt are opex enemies to Chriſt : The ſecond are 
the elezing newters of the world : The thirdare 
the fawning Hypocrites that are faire in ſhew, but 
falſe in heart; all theſe are guilty of this Indite- 
ment, wee will therefore plead it againſt them, 
defiring the Lord to convince their conſciences 
thereof. 

Firft for the former, and they are open ene- 
mies tothe Lord Jeſus; we will not tpend much 
time here, but ſtand longeſt there where is moſt 


need, Firſt therefore there are open enemies to 


Chriſt, and they are many, fach as 7ſaiah ſpeakes 
of, ye fliffe necked and bardbearted, ye have reſified 
the Spirit of the Lord : Thoſe which ſet their 
mouthes againſt Heaven, and ftand in open de» 
fiance againſt the Lord Ieſus, and againſt the 
power of his Grace, and rhe worke of his Spirit 
in the heares of his, and in the miniſtery of the 
Word, and theſe we referre to two heads. 

Firſt, ſuch as are profeſt oppoſers of the evi- 
denceofthe truth, thoſe whereof Chriſt ſpake, 
the Houſholder let ous bit Vineyard co-Hmbandmen, 
and when the time of the fraits drew neere,_hee ſent 
his ſoywants to the Hiubandmen that he migbt receive 
the fruits of it, and the Huchandmen tooke bis ſer« 
vans; antl beat one, and kitked another, and floned 
_ ; 3g _ another; 
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anorber; at laſt be ſent his ſonne, and ſaid, ſurely they 
will reverence wy ſonne ; nay when bee came they all 


combined and conſpired rogerher, and ſaid, $his wihe 


Heire, come let us kill bims, and the inberita nte ſha 
be ours,this wasagintimation of the Scribes and 
Phariſees, the Chuch was the Vineyard, and it 
was let out to: them, and God ſent his Prophets 
among -them, chey perſecured them ;' then hee 


ſent his Diſciples, they ſtoned them, and when 


his Sonne came, they confpired againſt tae Lord 
Iefts,, with one open mouth, wich onejoynt en- 
devour; Cozze, ſaid they, this is che Heige, let wu bilf 
him, and the inberitance ſhall be owrs.* And: doe 
you thinke that the Scribes and Phariſees are 


dead,and have lefernone of their curſed brood and: 


generation behinde them ? I cell you beloved, 
there are many perſecators of Chriſt and hisGoſ- 
pell to this day, which are the leaders of the 
campe, which ftandin open defiance oftheGod. 
of Heaven, butifyonaske me2 what entertain» 
ment their lufts have among theſe men, they find 
all welcome: poflible remprarions- whiſpernort,, 


occaſions come nor, corruptions ſtirre not ſo- - 


ſoone, be the company never ſobaſe, theepurſe 
never ſo vile, the pratice never ſo-wicked, bur 
theſe miſerable ſinfull creatures give andience 
and attendance, and acceptance! and entertain-- 
ment to theſebafecourſes, nay they invite ther: 


and provide for them, ary they beſtow @great- ... . 
_ deale ofcoſt for the entertainment of their liſts, 


ſecke-out occafions rocommitr their 'finnes ; 


the adukerer goerh imithe itwi-light to theerhis 


queansz. 


